
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ) 
APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS ) 
POWER, INC. FOR A PERMIT TO ) 
CONSTRUCT A 230 KV ) 
TRANSMISION LINE FROM ) 
NORTHEASTERN WYOMING TO ) 
THE RAPID CITY AREA IN SOUTH ) 
DAKOTA ) 

FINAL REPORT 

EL14-061 

On June 30, 2014, Black Hills Power, Inc. ("Black Hills Power") filed an Application for 

a 230kV Transmission Line and Associated Substation Modification Facility Permit 

("Application"). A hearing regarding the Application was held on November 6, 2014. 

Following the evidentiary portion of the hearing, the Commission voted unanimously to grant the 

Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Stipulation, approved the Settlement Stipulation and 

granted an Energy Facility Permit to Black Hills Power subject to the terms and conditions of the 

Settlement Stipulation. On December 24, 2014, the Commission issued a Final Decision and 

Order; Notice of Entry adopting the October 28, 2014 Settlement Stipulation. 

Pursuant to the Settlement Stipulation, Black Hills Power is required to submit a report to 

the Commission within ninety days of completion of the project as follows: 

Within 90 days of the Project's completion, Applicant shall submit 
a report to the Commission that provides the following 
information: 1) as-built location of structures and route, including 
drawings; 2) status of remedial activities for road damage, 
landowner property damage, crop damage, environmental damage, 
or any other damage that resulted from construction activities; and 
3) a summary of known landowner complaints and Applicant's 
plan for resolving the complaints. 

The project was completed and the line was energized on May 30, 2017. Consequently, 

Black Hills Power is submitting the required information as follows: 

1 



1. Attached as Exhibit 1 a, Exhibit 1 b and Exhibit 1 c are the as built location of 

structures and route, including drawings; 

2. Reclamation activities are currently in progress. Work started at the WY/SD state 

lines and is moving east along the right of way. See Exhibit 2, Osage to Lange Reclamation. To 

date, 18.1 miles (39.3%) of the ROW, access trails, roads, etc. have been recontoured and 

reclaimed. Seeding activity will start on September 15, 2017. Reclamation activity will 

continue into late October 2017. Reclamation activity is being completed pursuant to the USDA 

Forest Service Guidance & Reclamation & Facility Restoration plan. See Exhibit 3, USDA 

Forest Service Guidance & Reclamation & Facility Restoration plan. Additionally, Black Hills 

Power, Inc. is following the standard regarding reclamation of privately owned areas and is 

working directly with individual landowners on reasonable requests. 

3. There are no known landowner complaints. 
't~ 

Dated this Z"i day of August, 2017. 

Chad Kinsley 
Manager Electrical Engineering 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ) 

)ss. 
COUNTY OF PENNINGTON ) 

I, Chad Kinsley, being duly sworn, do hereby depose and say that I am Manager 
Electrical Engineering for Black Hills Power, Inc. d/b/a Black Hills Energy, that I have read such 
Final Report, and that the acts set forth therein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 
information and belief. 

Chad Kinsley 
Manager Electrical Engi 
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Signed and sworn to me on this J:!2_ day of August, 2017. 

(SEAL) 
BRIAN s. LEWIS I 
~ NOfARYl'UeUC ~ 
~ SOUIHDAICOTA ~ 

My commission expires: lf- ;2 3 -;} OJ/ 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify the foregoing pleading was served on this 281
h day of August, 2017, and that 

copies were served on the following: 

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
patty. vangerpen@state.sd. us 
(605) 773-3201 

Ms. Karen E. Cremer 
Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
karen.cremer@state.sd.us 
(605) 773-3201 

Mr. Darren Kearney 
Staff Analyst 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
darren.kearney@state.sd. us 
(605) 773-3201 

Ms. Julie Pearson 
Auditor 
Pennington County Courthouse 
315 St. Joseph St. 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
j uliep@pennco.org 
(605) 394-2153 

Ms. Ruby B. Matejcik 
4909 Stoney Creek Dr. 
Rapid City SD 57702 
matejcik@rap.midco.net 
(605) 342-6871 

Ms. Victoria Leonard 
2020 Stanford 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
vick:i. leonard@hennepin.us 
( 651) 699-4999 

Mr. Jason M. Smiley- Representing: GCC 
Dacotah, Inc. 
Attorney 
Gunderson, Palmer, Nelson and Ashmore, LLP 
P.O. Box 8045 
Rapid City, SD 57709-8045 
jsmiley@gpnalaw.com 
(605) 342-1078 

Mr. Michael C. Lewis 
6680 Sun Ridge Rd. 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
mclewisnd@msn.com 
(605) 519-0678 

Mr. Stephen Vadney 
10130 W. Hwy44 
Rapid City, SD 57702 
wssma@msn.com 
(605) 348-2331 

Mr. Dave Riemenschneider 
7100 Sun Ridge Rd. 
Rapid City, SD 57702 
dave.riemenschneider@wes1:plainsengineering.com 
(605) 381-2346 

4 



Mr. Barton R. Banks 
7550 Bittersweet Rd. 
Rapid City, SD 57702 
bartb@dakotamill.com 
(605) 381-2484 - voice 

Mr. James S. Hodgens 
1112 Wild Life Rd. 
Rapid City, SD 57702 
james@hodgens.net 
(605) 350-4367 

Ms. Barbara AndersonLewis 
6680 Sun Ridge Rd. 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
]2jal85@msn.com 
(605) 484-7742 

Mr. Robert Varilek 
AWLLC 
PO Box 2942 
Rapid City, SD 57709 
rvarilek@rushmore.com 
(605) 381-8552 
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