

	I. INTRODUCTION AND QUALIFICATIONS
	II. PURPOSE OF TESTIMONY
	III. PROPOSED TRANSMISSION LINE
	Q. PLEASE GENERALLY DESCRIBE THE TRANSMISSION LINE THE COMPANY IS PROPOSING THROUGH ITS APPLICATION.
	A. The proposed transmission line will be approximately 144 miles long and will
	cross private lands, National Forest Service (NFS) lands, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands (in Wyoming), and state lands (in Wyoming). The Facility will connect the Teckla Substation in Campbell County, Wyoming to the Osage Substation in Weston C...
	Q. IS THE ENTIRE PROPOSED LINE THE SUBJECT OF THE COMPANY’S APPLICATION?
	A. No, the Application before the Commission only pertains to the South Dakota portion of the proposed transmission line and associated modifications to the Lange Substation.  The subject line segment includes approximately 45.4 miles of transmission ...
	Q. PLEASE DESCRIBE WITH MORE SPECIFICITY THE PROPOSED LOCATION FOR THE PORTION OF THE LINE THAT WILL BE CONSTRUCTED IN SOUTH DAKOTA.
	A. From the Osage substation in Wyoming, the proposed Facility travels east approximately 17 miles before crossing the Wyoming/South Dakota border where it continues in a north easterly manner for approximately 30 miles towards the Pactola Substation....
	Q. BEYOND THE TRANSMISSION LINE, ARE THERE OTHER ADDITIONS THAT WILL BE MADE IN SOUTH DAKOTA?
	A. Yes, Black Hills Power will modify the existing Lange 230 kilovolt (kV) substation to accommodate the termination of the new 230 kV line section from Osage to Rapid City.  In particular, the existing 230 kV, 2000 Amp 4-position ring bus will be exp...
	Q. DID THE COMPANY CONSIDER ALTERNATE ROUTES TO THE ROUTE THAT IS PROPOSED IN ITS APPLICATION?
	A. Yes, Black Hills Power considered two alternate routes and other route proposals as part of its detailed route analysis.  The alternate routes that were considered are briefly summarized as follows:
	a. Northern Alternative
	The northern alternative was a route that was generally north of the proposed route along the entire length of the project from Teckla-Osage-Lange. The portion of this northern alternative route, starting from the Osage substation, traveled northeast...
	b. Southern Alternative
	The southern alternative was a route that was generally south of the proposed route along the entire length of the project from Teckla-Osage-Lange. The portion of this southern alternative route, starting from the Osage substation, traveled southeas...
	c. Other Alternatives
	During the public scoping process, there were additional alternatives suggested by members of the public to follow existing highway ROW’s, construct line in a straight line manner from Teckla-Osage, and follow existing transmission ROW. These were de...
	Q. PLEASE EXPLAIN WHY BLACK HILLS POWER HAS CHOSEN TO PROCEED WITH THE ROUTE SET FORTH IN ITS APPLICATION.
	A. The proposed route for the entire project was selected based on a number of factors. These factors include: a low amount of greater sage grouse core area crossed, a low amount of current or future mine operations crossed, a relatively low amount of...
	Q. DOES BLACK HILLS POWER ANTICIPATE CHANGES TO THE PROPOSED ROUTE?
	A. The Company does not anticipate any major changes to the proposed route.  There are a couple of locations where the line routing is still being reviewed, one area around Deerfield Lake and the other  near the Rapid City end of the line. There may a...
	Q. WHEN DOES THE COMPANY PLAN TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSED LINE AND SUBSTATION ADDITIONS?
	A. Provided the Commission approves the Application, Black Hills Power plans to begin construction of the South Dakota portion of the Project, as early as possible.  The Company’s current schedule provides for a construction start date in January of 2...
	Q. WHEN DOES THE COMPANY EXPECT CONSTRUCTION TO BE COMPLETE?
	A. Black Hills Power plans on completing construction in the last quarter of 2015.  This target completion timeframe is necessary to ensure that the Project is placed into service no later than December 31, 2015.
	IV. GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY APPROVAL
	A. Approximately 36.3 miles of the South Dakota portion of the project cross Forest Service land.  With respect to the remaining 9.1 miles in South Dakota, the Company will likely need to obtain ROWs over the property owned by 8 commercial and 23 priv...
	Q. WHAT CONTACT HAS THE COMPANY HAD WITH ALL POTENTIALLY IMPACTED LANDOWNERS IN SOUTH DAKOTA?
	A. Public meetings were held in June of 2010 in Rapid City to provide the public an opportunity to learn about the Project.  In September of 2010, approximately 1250 landowners in South Dakota were sent informational packets about the project and invi...
	Written requests for the right to enter property for surveying purposes were provided to all potentially impacted South Dakota land owners on or before November 8, 2013.  In addition, Black Hills Power and its contractors have had several subsequent...
	Q. WHEN DOES BLACK HILLS POWER PLAN TO BEGIN NEGOTIATING EASEMENTS WITH IMPACTED LAND OWNERS?
	A. Black Hills Power plans to make initial offers to South Dakota land owners on or before August 1, 2014.
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