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Douglas, Tina  (PUC)

From: Gregg, Deb
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 10:34 AM
To: 'BECCAHOUDEK@YAHOO.COM'
Subject: RE: BHP 

Dear Ms. Houdek, 

Thank you for the comments and concerns regarding Black Hills Power. Last week, the Public Utilities Commission 
approved BHP's request to use deferred accounting for costs related to winter storm Atlas that occurred in October 
2013 and to transfer the remaining plant balance for the soon to be decommissioned plants to a regulatory asset. This 
approval references only the interim handling of these expenses, i.e. allowing the storm‐recovery‐related costs and 
unrecovered investments and decommissioning costs to be set aside for BHP's accounting purposes so that the costs can 
be reviewed for possible recovery at a later date. The commission's approval of the accounting method does not mean 
approval of the costs. The commission will review the recovery of expenses to determine whether any of them are 
reasonable and thus, allowable for rate recovery in a future BHP rate filing. When BHP files their next rate case, which is 
expected this spring, the commission will then fully investigate and analyze whether passing on any of these costs to 
BHP's customers is appropriate and must be allowed within state law.  
 
We understand rate increases are difficult to handle, especially for individuals and businesses with limited means to 
increase income or revenue. We assure you none of the PUC Commissioners or staff wish to increase utility rates for 
South Dakotans. We are consumers as well and understand how increased costs affect us all. Please be assured that we 
take our jobs seriously as we carefully review rate filings and process them according to state law.   
 
We appreciate your comments and encourage you to follow BHP's future filings regarding these issues. You can do so via 
www.puc.sd.gov  Click on Commission Actions, Commission Dockets, Electric Dockets, and 2014, then scroll the list of 
electric dockets filed to find the one you are seeking. Your comments will be added to the current EL13‐036 docket in 
which this accounting method was considered by the commission: http://www.puc.sd.gov/Dockets/Electric/2013/EL13‐
036.aspx  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deb Gregg, Consumer Affairs Manager 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
www.puc.sd.gov 
 
 

-------------------------------------------  
From: becca houdek[   
Sent: Sunday, January 12, 2014 3:28:34 PM  
To: PUC Consumer Info  
Subject: BHP  
Auto forwarded by a Rule 

 
The Rapid City journal released an article about BHP wanting their customers to pay for the cost from the 
blizzard we had in October. My family sat inside our electric only powered home for 4 days and lost all the food 
in our refrigerator and freezers. We were understanding with their attempts to work safely in the terrible 
conditions our town and surrounding areas suffered. When we received our statement this month it was over 
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$300.00 which is almost double our normal cost. After I read the article the journal published I'm shocked and 
surprised with the choices BHP are making. Other businesses large and small lost business during this hardship 
but they are not charging their customers for their loss. We are stuck between a rock and a hard spot with the 
fact that we HAVE to continue service through BHP for there is no other place for us to turn. Hoping the 
commission will take into consideration that not only did BHP suffer from mother nature's uncontrollably storm 
but so did their customers. 
Thank you, 
Becca Houdek  
 




