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April 25, 2008 
 
Michael M Olson 
Township Clerk 
Argo Township 
19829 475th Ave 
White, SD 57276 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Olson: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, PPM will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning office.  HDR requests your review of the above-
mentioned project to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project 
might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:            

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 



 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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Mr. Doug Backlund 
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501-3182 
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Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 
Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc�  
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Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 
Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc�  
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April 25, 2008 
 
Ms. Paige Hoskinson Olson 
South Dakota State Historical Society 
Cultural Heritage Center 
Pierre, SD 57501-2217 
 
RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project in Brookings County, South Dakota 
 
Dear Ms. Hoskinson Olson: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC).  The SD Energy Facility Siting Rules require applicants to describe and forecast impacts 
on cultural resources including “places of historical significance” and “landmarks and cultural 
resources of historic, religious, archaeological, scenic, natural, or other cultural significance.”  While 
coordination with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is not required during the SDPUC 
application process, PPM recognizes that your office has a keen interest in the cultural resources of 
South Dakota and their protection.  We welcome any comments the SHPO may have at this time or 
throughout the permit application process. 

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project: 

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 

PPM intends to review existing databases at your office and the South Dakota State Archaeological 
Research Center (SARC) and other archival sources for information on previously identified cultural 



 

resources in these areas.  PPM may also sponsor additional cultural resources desktop and/or field 
studies for the project.  Should PPM deem it necessary to perform such studies, the results would be 
forwarded to SHPO and SARC to solicit comment and/or to place the results in the archival record.  
PPM sponsored archaeological field investigations for previous projects in South Dakota 
(MinnDakota Wind project and Buffalo Ridge I Wind Project) and followed a similar agency 
notification process. 

This letter notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.  Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008.  We welcome 
SHPO input at any time during the permit application and review process; however, input on the 
project at this early stage would greatly assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate a review.  If you have any questions relating to this 
matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 

 Michael Madson, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 

 

Mr. Steve Naylor 
Regulatory Program Manager 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
28563 Powerhouse Road, Room 118 
Pierre, SD  57501 
 

RE:  Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 

 

Dear Mr. Naylor: 

HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota. PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project to identify potential impacts 
from the project and any permits that the project might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines. Although final turbine locations, access roads, and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies sections potentially affected by the 
project:            

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 



 

but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 
 

Ms. Natalie Gates 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ecological Services 
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400 
Pierre, SD 57501-5408 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 
 
Dear Ms. Gates: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 200 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project for potential effects to known 
federally-listed threatened or endangered species and rare natural features.       

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines. Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:                     

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 



 

formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 

 

Mr. Tedd Eggebratten 
Superintendent 
Brookings County Highway Department 
422 Western Avenue 
Brookings, SD 57006 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Eggerbratten: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 200 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, PPM will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning Office.  HDR requests your review of the above-
mentioned project to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project 
might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines. Although final turbine locations, access roads, and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:                

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 



 

time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication. Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 

 

Mr. Robert Hill 
Supervisor 
Brookings County Zoning & Drainage Office 
County Resource Center 
826 32nd Avenue 
Brookings, SD 57006 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Hill: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, PPM will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to your office.  HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project to 
identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:             

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 



 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 
 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 

 
Thomas W Reeves 
Township Clerk 
Lake Hendricks Township 
Box 6 
Hendricks MN 56136 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Reeves: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, PPM will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning office.  HDR requests your review of the above-
mentioned project to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project 
might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:            

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 



 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 
 
Mr. Darrell Granbois 
USDA – NRCS 
Brookings County Field Office 
205 6th Street 
Brookings, SD  57006 
 
 
RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Granbois: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project to identify potential impacts 
from the project and any permits that the project might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines. Although final turbine locations, access roads, and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:               

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 



 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 

 

Norris Patrick 
Township Clerk 
Oak Lake Township 
20062 482nd Ave 
White, SD 57276 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 
 
Dear Mr. Patrick: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, PPM will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning office.  HDR requests your review of the above-
mentioned project to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project 
might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:            

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 



 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 

 

Sharon Leiferman 
Township Clerk 
Richland Township 
20584 486th Ave 
White, SD 57276 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 
 
Dear Ms Leiferman.: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, PPM will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning office.  HDR requests your review of the above-
mentioned project to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project 
might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:            

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 



 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 
 
Mr. Bruce Lindholm 
Program Manager 
South Dakota Aeronautics Commission 
Becker Hanson Building 
700 East Broadway 
Pierre, SD  57501 
 
 
RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 

 

Dear Mr. Lindholm: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). PPM Energy also will apply for an Aeronautical Hazard Permit from the South Dakota 
Aeronautics Commission.  HDR requests your review and comment on the above-mentioned 
project.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:             

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 



 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 

 

Mr. Tim Tollefsrud 
Director, Environmental Services 
South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Joe Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Tollefsrud: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project to identify potential impacts 
from the project and any permits that the project might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:                

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 



 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 
 
Mr. Loren Schaefer 
Director, Division of Planning & Engineering 
South Dakota Department of Transportation 
700 East Broadway Avenue 
Pierre, SD  57501 
 
 
RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 

Dear Mr. Schaefer: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project to identify potential impacts 
from the project and any permits that the project might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:             

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 



 

but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 
 
 
 
Mr. Terry Peterson 
Outside Plant Supervisor 
Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative 
312 Fourth Street West 
Clear Lake, SD  57226 
 
 
RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 

 
 
Dear Mr. Peterson: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, consisting of between 80 
and 100 turbines, PPM Energy is required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the 
South Dakota Public Utility Commission (SDPUC).  HDR requests your review of the above-
mentioned project to identify potential interference to your telecommunications infrastructure from 
the development.   
 
Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:             

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 



 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN  55416-3636 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 

 

 

Your input will assist PPM and HDR in their development of this project.  South Dakota statute 
(49-32-3.1) allows telecommunications companies with telecommunications facilities within one mile 
of the project area to request a planning meeting with the wind developer to discuss the proposed 
wind farm.  Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative (ITC) is the sole telecommunications 
provider for the project area.  We are available to meet with ITC to discuss the proposed wind farm 
and associated electrical infrastructure.  South Dakota statute requires that you notify us with a 
meeting request within 30 days.  A meeting shall then be scheduled within 30 days of our receipt of 
that request.  If we are not notified, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact: 
 
Joyce Pickle 
HDR Engineering 
701 Xenia Ave. S, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(763) 591-5443 
 
OR 
 
Tim Seck 
PPM Energy 
2221 Riverwood Place 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651) 917-9285 
 
Sincerely, 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 
 
 
 
Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosure: Project Location Map 
 
cc:   Tim Seck, PPM Energy, Inc. 
 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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April 25, 2008 

 

Wanda Tyler 
Township Clerk 
Sherman Township 
47987 206th St 
White, SD 57276 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 210 MW Wind Project m in Brookings County, South Dakota 
 
Dear Ms. Tyler: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 210 
Megawatts (MW) Wind Farm proposed by PPM Energy in Brookings County, South Dakota.  PPM 
Energy has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, PPM Energy is required to 
apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, PPM will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning office.  HDR requests your review of the above-
mentioned project to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project 
might require.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing associated 
facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and overhead 34.5 kV and 115 
kV transmission lines.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections have 
not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections potentially affected 
by the project:            

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 31 
Sherman 111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 
Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 



 

Your input on the project will assist PPM Energy and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project at this 
time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting Permit application 
but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the documents after publication.    Other 
formal opportunities to comment on the project will follow at a later date when public information 
meetings and public hearings are held, anticipated to occur in summer and fall 2008. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, PPM Energy Inc. 

 Sarah Emery, HDR Engineering Inc. 
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 Telephone Record 
Project: Buffalo Ridge II Project No: 79112 

Date: 8/19/2008 Subject: DOT comments on Project 

Call 
Participants: 

Joyce Pickle– HDR  
Tim Bjornberg- SDDOT 

Discussion, Agreement and/or Action: 
The purpose of the call was to discuss SDDOT comments on the Buffalo Ridge II project (Project).  
Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) requested comment from the USFWS on the proposed 210 MW Project 
via a letter dated April 25, 2008.  At this time Mr. Bjornberg said that the department does not have 
any comments on the Project.  If IBR proposes to occupy SDDOT right of way (ROW), they will 
need to obtain the appropriate permits through coordination with the SDDOT Watertown office. 
 
 



 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 

701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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 Telephone Record 
Project: Buffalo Ridge II Project No: 79112 

Date: 7/31/2008 Subject: FWS comments on Project 

Call 
Participants: 

Natalie Gates, Charlene Bessken – USFWS 
Joyce Pickle, Sarah Emery – HDR  
Andy Linehan – Iberdrola Renewables 
Clayton Derby - WEST 

Discussion, Agreement and/or Action: 
The purpose of the conference call was to discuss USFWS comments on the Buffalo Ridge II project 
(Project).  Because there is no expected federal nexus for the project, no Section 7 consultation is 
anticipated.  Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) requested comment from the USFWS on the proposed 210 
MW Project via a letter dated April 25, 2008.  HDR and WEST also provided USFWS with proposed 
avian, bat and Dakota/Ottoe skipper pre-construction survey protocol and requested comment.  In an 
email dated June 23, 2008, Ms. Gates provided initial comments on the Project and survey protocols; 
Ms. Bessken commented on the skipper survey protocols on June 24th (attached).  A conference call 
was scheduled to discuss these USFWS comments and provide a recorded response to the Project to 
include as part of the application to the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission for an Energy 
Facility Site Permit. 
 
Avian and Bat Survey Protocols 
WEST summarized the pre-construction avian and bat survey protocols.  The avian point count 
surveys began in May 2008 and will continue through fall migration.  The bat surveys began in mid-
summer 2008 and will continue through fall 2008.  Because a majority of the site is in cropped fields, 
it is not anticipated that the Project area is in a high use corridor. Ms. Gates initially expressed a 
preference for more than one year of pre-construction avian and bat surveys, and asked if there were 
any planned post-construction mortality surveys.  She also inquired if the results of the survey would 
be used to help site the proposed wind farm layout.  IBR responded that given the agricultural setting 
of the project area, and the existence of long-term avian and bat surveys previously done in the 
vicinity on the Buffalo Ridge area, they did not feel that more than one year of pre-construction 
surveys would be necessary for the Project. In addition, the Service’s “Interim Windpower 
Guidelines” also state that “an average of three years monitoring data” is recommended only in areas 
with “high seasonal concentrations of birds.”  IBR said that if “hot-spots” or high use areas are 
identified as part of the pre-construction surveys this information would be used to as criteria for the 
final layout.  USFWS found this acceptable.  
 
IBR indicated that they are proposing one year of post construction mortality surveys; protocol will 
be developed for these surveys once final design is determined, also using results of the pre-
construction surveys to help refine the parameters.  IBR and USFWS discussed the number of years 
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for post-construction mortality surveys.  It was agreed that one year was sufficient; however, if 
problem areas of high mortality are recorded, IBR agreed to discuss the possibility of additional 
years of surveys with USFWS. 
 
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 
Ms. Gates stated that the orchid could occur in Brookings County.  HDR described the project area 
and indicated that suitable habitat (wet/mesic prairies) does not exist in the vicinity of proposed 
facilities.  USFWS agreed that an orchid survey is not warranted for the Project. 
 
Topeka Shiners 
Ms. Gates stated that the project is within the range of the Topeka shiner, and the USFWS would 
have concerns over any impacts to shiner streams.  HDR explained that they have worked with the 
USFWS on projects within watersheds containing Topeka shiners, and that HDR and IBR would 
work to avoid direct impacts and manage construction to avoid sedimentation into shiner streams.  
However, HDR indicated that previous experience has shown that some upper portions of tributaries 
in shiner habitat can be dry and unsuitable for the shiner; HDR said that in these cases the possibility 
of trenching should be left available.  Ms. Gates said that she would appreciate being sent photos of 
any proposed stream crossings in order to confirm that Topeka shiner habitat would not be impacted.  
Ms. Gates indicated that trenching through dried tributaries would likely be but any pools should be 
avoided.  It was determined that if a culvert or bridge crossing of a suitable Topeka shiner stream is 
proposed, a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) would need to be developed and approved (since no 
Section 7 consultation is anticipated) before permission to affect the stream would be granted. IBR 
stated that would avoid triggering the HCP process if at all possible.  (HDR anticipates that if a 
stream crossing is necessary for the Project, then a Section 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers would be required and the USFWS would provide Section 7 consultation). 
 
Dakota Skippers 
Ms. Gates and Ms. Bessken indicated that there is the potential for prairie remnants within the 
Project boundary that may provide Dakota skipper habitat.  HDR summarized the results of the 
skipper survey that was conducted by Dr. Jerry Selby on July 8th and 11th, 2008.  As the skipper 
survey protocol lay out, only pasture areas containing native plant populations proposed to be crossed 
by Project facilities were surveyed for skippers during their flight time.  Three such parcels were 
surveyed by Dr. Selby, and no Dakota or Ottoe skippers were documented.  Dr. Selby did observe the 
target species in other prairie remnants in the general Project vicinity as part of surveys he was doing 
at the same time for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources; therefore, the survey did occur 
during the correct flight period.  Ms. Bessken indicated that even though the target species were not 
found during the survey that does not mean that they are not there.  HDR replied that they would 
work with IBR to map any native prairie communities within the Project vicinity (whether or not the 
skippers were found) and develop a prairie management plan to avoid and minimize impacts to this 
habitat to the greatest extent possible.  USFWS indicated that this approach was acceptable. 
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Desmond, Meg

From: Charlene_Bessken@fws.gov
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2008 10:35 AM
To: Pickle, Joyce E.
Cc: Natalie_Gates@fws.gov
Subject: Re: Fw: Buffalo Ridge II - response to SD GFP comments on proposed Dakota and Ottoe 

skipper survey protocol

Just got this yesterday, but did a quick review.

I agree with Silka's comments about two surveys being better than one.  Try to conduct the
surveys in low wind, but this is South Dakota so good luck.
The weather will be the biggest factor in timing the surveys.  These species have been 
known to have early flight periods in other years due to weather.

Your June 13 email states that your surveyor "will be doing the actual skipper surveys for
this project the first week of July".  If the Dakota skipper's peak flight time is late 
June to early July aren't you running the risk of missing the peak flight period?  You 
might want to start now.
If your surveyor comes back with a negative report and comments about bad weather, I would
recommend conducting surveys again next year.  Dakota skippers are known to exist close to
the project area.

If possible, please add Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek) to your list of species 
to watch for.  There is a good possibility that this species will get some type of 
protected status in the future.  It's flight time is mid-June to the end of July.  I can 
get you more information on the species if you need it.

Thanks for the opportunity to review your protocol.

Charlene "Charlie" Bessken
Fish and Wildlife Biologist / TWS Certified Wildlife Biologist USFWS South Dakota Field 
Office 420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400 Pierre, SD  57501
(605) 224-8693 Ext. 231
Fax 605-224-9974
http://www.fws.gov/southdakotafieldoffice

                                                                           
             Natalie                                                       
             Gates/R6/FWS/DOI                                              
                                                                        To 
             06/20/2008 02:47          Charlene Bessken/R6/FWS/DOI@FWS     
             PM                                                         cc 
                                                                           
                                                                   Subject 
                                       Fw: Buffalo Ridge II - response to  
                                       SD GFP comments on proposed Dakota  
                                       and Ottoe skipper survey protocol   
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           

----- Forwarded by Natalie Gates/R6/FWS/DOI on 06/20/2008 02:47 PM -----
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             "Pickle, Joyce                                                
             E."                                                           
             <Joyce.Pickle@hdr                                          To 
             inc.com>                  <Silka.Kempema@state.sd.us>         
                                                                        cc 
             06/20/2008 12:04          <natalie_gates@fws.gov>, "Linehan,  
             PM                        Andrew"                             
                                       <Andrew.Linehan@iberdrolausa.com>,  
                                       "Parsons, Sara McMahon"             
                                       <Sara.Parsons@iberdrolausa.com>,    
                                       "Seck, Timothy"                     
                                       <Timothy.Seck@iberdrolausa.com>,    
                                       "Emery, Sarah L"                    
                                       <Sarah.Emery@hdrinc.com>            
                                                                   Subject 
                                       Buffalo Ridge II - response to SD   
                                       GFP comments on proposed Dakota and 
                                       Ottoe skipper survey protocol       
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           

Hello Silka.  I have talked with Dr. Selby about your office's comments on the proposed 
skipper survey protocol for the Buffalo Ridge II wind project in Brookings County.  Below 
please find our responses to your comments - please call or write with any further 
questions or comments.  Natalie, I'm cc'ing you since I know you are having someone in 
your office look at the protocol as well.  Please feel free to share this with them too.

Thanks everyone, and have a good weekend!

SDGFP Comment 1:

Other key native plant species to watch for indicating Dakota Skipper habitat include 
again purple coneflower and also needle-and-thread. Little bluestem serves as the larval 
host plant. Energy sources for adults include purple coneflower, fleabane, and black-eyed 
susan.

For Ottoe Skipper relatively undisturbed tall and mixed grass prairie are appropriate 
habitat. Larval host plants include the bluestem grasses (little and big) and sideoats 
gramma. Coneflowers, gayfeathers, asters, milkweeds, alfalfa, leadplant, black-eyed susan 
and sunflowers are adult nectar sources.

HDR/IBR Response:  Noted, surveyor will look for and document these species

SDGFP Comment 2:

"Little to no invasive plant species" needs further definition, although the photos seem 
representative of the appropriate places to survey. I think that if you focus on the 
presence of the nectar and larval food sources you'll be ok.

HDR/IBR Response:  Prairie pasture parcels that may be impacted by construction and that 
contain the nectar/larval food sources noted above will be surveyed.  Most of the pasture 
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parcels in the project area have a clear majority coverage of brome and other invasives 
(as shown on Photo 2)

 SDGFP Comment #3:

Peak flight period of Ottoe skipper is mid-July

HDR/IBR Response:  HDR concurs that the published guidelines show that the Ottoe skipper 
peak flight time is generally in mid July.  The surveys for this Project will occur in 
early to early mid July in concert with other surveys in the project vicinity.  The other 
surveys in the project vicinity will occur prior to this Project survey in parcels known 
to have the target species, and will serve as a baseline check that the target species are
actually out and in flight in the general project area.  HDR and Dr. Selby, the skipper 
surveyor, believe that these nearby surveys will determine the appropriate time for doing 
the surveys during this particular year.

 SDGFP Comment #4:

I would counter that the Natural Heritage Database has already confirmed presence of the 
species in the general project vicinity and that surveys should be done in appropriate 
habitat. Skadsen (2003) identified native prairie south of Oak Lake Research Center along 
Deer creek as a priority for future suveys, indicating a high possibility that Dakota 
skippers may be present. See http://www.sdgfp.info/Wildlife/Diversity/dskipper%
20surveys.pdf for a list of relevant SD-Dakota skipper literature.

HDR/IBR Response - In emails dated 6/17/08, Joyce Pickle of HDR clarified
that: when we say that "surveys will be conducted once it has been determined that the 
target species are out in other areas in the general project vicinity" - this is just to 
clarify that we're planning on  first going to sites known/documented to have these 
species in the project vicinity to try to confirm that these species are actually out and 
flying, before we go to these project-specific sites.  We do understand that the species 
have been confirmed to occur in the project vicinity, but we are just trying to make as 
sure as possible that we're looking for them while they're out this year. Silka Kempema 
responded saying that the clarification made sense

SDGFP Comment #5:

A minimum of two surveys during the peak flight period would be preferred.
Although there are published peak flight times for these two species and they do serve as 
a great guideline, they are not definitive and may vary with weather (cool and wet may 
delay) and location.

HDR/IBR Response - All attempts will be made to make two surveys at each suitable habitat 
site, as weather allows during flight time

SDGFP Comment #6:

I would suggest lowering the maximum wind speed to 10 mph [from 20 mph].

HDR/IBR Response -

All attempts will be made to survey at suitable sites when the wind speed is 10 mph or 
less.  However, given the other time constraints of the limited flight time, and 
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temperature and cloud cover guidelines, plus the fact that the project site is within a 
proposed wind project with a high wind resource, it may not be feasible for every surveyed
parcel.

SDGFP Comment #7:

Being with the Natural Heritage Program, I feel a need to recommend that observations of 
our monitored species (both the Dakota and Ottoe skipper) be reported for inclusion into 
our database

HDR/IBR Response - IBR will share any location information with the DNR and FWS if skipper
species are found during the surveys in the project area.

Joyce

Joyce Pickle
Environmental Scientist

HDR ONE COMPANY  |  Many Solutions
701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 | Minneapolis, MN | 55416
Phone: 763.591.5443 | Fax: 763.591.5413 | Email: joyce.pickle@hdrinc.com
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Desmond, Meg

From: Natalie_Gates@fws.gov
Sent: Monday, June 23, 2008 12:06 PM
To: Pickle, Joyce E.
Subject: Re: Buffalo Ridge II - response to SD GFP comments on proposed Dakota and Ottoe skipper 

survey protocol

Joyce,

A few comments below on the avian/bat survey protocol you'd sent for this 
project....Charlene has not provided any feedback on the Dakota skipper protocol yet.

It appears that the avian survey will provide minimal information over a minimal 
timeframe.  One year pre- and one year post-construction will provide some data, but will 
not be as useful as multiple years during those timeframes.  No mortality searches are 
proposed to evaluate the survey predictions.  Surveys do not appear intensive; sampling is
to be done only every other week.  A variety of factors may affect wildlife use of the 
project area over multiple seasons regardless of the proposed project, thus the 
information obtained over the timeframe proposed may not provide an adequate picture of 
actual use.

Will these surveys affect turbine locations?  It is not clear that the survey information 
will be used to site turbines away from high-use bird/bat areas, but rather only to 
predict the level of impact anticipated.

In short, its good that there will be some data collected, but it appears to be relatively
limited in its value/use.  More intensive surveys over longer timeframes, with means of 
evaluating the predicted risks to
birds/bats is recommended.   And use of the data to site turbines in a
manner to minimize wildlife impacts is also recommended.

One item to note:  the project area encompasses known occupied Topeka shiner habitat.  If 
access roads are to be built over/near Topeka streams, the potential for adverse affects 
to this minnow exist.  Six mile Creek, North Deer Creek, and Deer Creek are all in the 
vicinity of the project and known to harbor this species.  If the project may impact these
waterways and their tributaries, further consultation with this office is needed.

Additionally, while the Western prairie fringed orchid has not been recently located in 
South Dakota, it may be possible that the species exists here in as yet undiscovered 
populations.  If suitable habitat exists in the project area, surveys for this species 
should be considered and results reported to this office.

I did review the Dakota skipper protocol.  One question in my mind is how the surveyors) 
will actually spot and identify skippers.  It sound like they will simply walk around and 
look.....I would think it'd be very easy to miss these tiny butterflies, and be unable to 
identify them before they flutter off, but I will leave more specific comments to Charlene
and forward those (if any) when I receive them.  If you wish, you might contact Charlene 
Bessken directly at (605) 224-8693 extension 231.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

-Natalie

---------------------------------------------------------------------
Natalie Gates
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services, South Dakota Field Office 420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400 
Pierre, South Dakota  57501
Phone:  (605) 224-8693 x234
Fax:  (605) 224-9974
Email:  Natalie_Gates@fws.gov
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October 17, 2008 

 

Michael M Olson 
Township Clerk 
Argo Township 
19829 475th Ave 
White, SD 57276 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Olson: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project.  At this time, HDR requests your review specifically of 
the project sections identified in Table 1. Your comments will be incorporated into the 
SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.   

 

 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN  55416-3636 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 

 

 



Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project 
Argo Township 
10/17/08 
Page 2 

Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 
Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 
6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 

31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review. If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 
  

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 
 
Ruth Lenning 
Township Clerk 
Blom Township 
19333 473 Avenue 
Toronto, SD 57268 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 306 MW Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Ms. Lenning: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 306 
Megawatt (MW) Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (formerly PPM Energy, 
Inc. (IBR)) in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South Dakota.  IBR has applied to 
interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation near White, 
South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is required to apply for an 
Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, IBR will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning office and Deuel County Zoning office, 
as applicable.  HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project to identify 
potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might require. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II 
project.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing 
associated facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and 
overhead 34.5 kV and 115 kV transmission lines.  The original project boundary remained 
within Brookings County, but due to a recent increase in megawatts, was extended into 
Deuel County.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections 
have not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections 
potentially affected by the project:     

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South Phone (763) 591-5400 
Minneapolis, MN  55416-3636 Fax (763) 591-5413 

www.hdrinc.com 
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HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 Phone (763) 591-5400 

 

Table 1 
County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Deuel Scandinavia 113N 48W 26-35 
Deuel Blom 113N 49W 25-28, 33-36 
Brookings Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30,31 
Brookings Sherman 111 N 48 W 1- 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 
Brookings Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36
Brookings Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Your input on the project will assist IBR and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project 
at this time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting 
Permit application but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the 
documents after publication.   Other formal opportunities to comment on the project will 
follow at a later date when public information meetings and public hearings are held. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions 
relating to this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables  

 
 

Minneapolis, MN  55416 Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Larry Benson 
Superintendent 
Brookings County Highway Department 
422 Western Avenue 
Brookings, SD 57006 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Benson: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR received your August 11, 2008 reply, which 
identified the permits necessary for the previous project boundary. HDR requests your 
review of the sections listed in Table 1 to identify potential impacts from the extended 
project boundary and any additional permits that the project might require. Your comments 
will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.   

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 

 



Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project 
Brookings County Highway Department 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 

 



 
 

ONE COMPANY  I  Many Solutions SM 

October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Robert Hill 
Supervisor 
Brookings County Zoning & Drainage Office 
County Resource Center 
826 32nd Avenue 
Brookings, SD 57006 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Hill: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR received your August 19, 2008 response, which 
identified the permits necessary for the previous project boundary. HDR requests your 
review of the sections listed in Table 1 to identify potential impacts from the extended 
project boundary and any additional permits that the project might require. Your comments 
will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.   

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 

 



Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project 
Brookings County Zoning & Drainage Office 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Bruce Lindholm 
Program Manager 
South Dakota Aeronautics Commission 
700 East Broadway 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Lindholm: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes these 
sections in Deuel County (Table 1) and Section 30 of Lake Hendricks Township in 
Brookings County.  The project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an 
increase in overall project size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 
210 MW to 306 MW.  The general project description remains the same as described in the 
April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR received Jennifer Clements’ May 6, 2008 letter, 
which indicated the need for an Aeronautical Hazard Permit. HDR requests your review of 
the sections listed in Table 1 to identify potential impacts from the project and any 
additional permits that the project might require. Your comments will be incorporated into 
the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.   

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 

 



Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project 
SD Aeronautics Commission 
October 17, 2008 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Doug Backlund 
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501-3182 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Backlund: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project.  HDR received your May 8, 2008 response containing 
documented occurrences of state and federal species within the initial project boundary. At 
this time, HDR requests your review specifically of the project sections identified in Table 1 
for potential effects to known federally and state-listed threatened or endangered species and 
rare natural features. Your comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process 
for the Buffalo Ridge II project.   

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 

 



Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project 
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
October 17, 2008 
Page 2 

Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed are a map and shapefile detailing the location and revised project boundary of the 
Buffalo Ridge II Project area to facilitate your review.  Please provide us with GIS species 
data for the sections listed in Table 1. If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
Project Location Shapefile 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 

 



 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Ms. Silka Kempema 
Environmental Review & Management 
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501-3182 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Ms. Kempema: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The project boundary now includes 18 sections in Deuel 
County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The project boundary now 
includes these sections in Deuel County (Table 1) and Section 30 of Lake Hendricks 
Township in Brookings County.  The project boundary has been extended in order to 
accommodate an increase in overall project size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project 
has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  The general project description remains the same 
as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project.  HDR received your June 3, 2008 response letter to the 
initial project boundary. At this time, HDR requests your review specifically of the project 
sections identified in Table 1 for potential effects to known federally and state-listed 
threatened or endangered species and rare natural features. At this time, HDR requests your 
review specifically of the project sections identified in Table 1 to identify potential impacts 
from the project. Your comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for 
the Buffalo Ridge II project.   



Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project 
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
October 17, 2008 
Page 2 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 

 

Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 



 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Ms. Paige Hoskinson Olson 
South Dakota State Historical Society 
Cultural Heritage Center 
Pierre, SD 57501-2217 
 
RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South Dakota 

 
Dear Ms. Hoskinson Olson: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the Buffalo 
Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and Deuel Counties, 
South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was described in the April 25, 2008 letter 
sent to you.  The project boundary now includes these sections in Deuel County (Table 1) and 
Section 30 of Lake Hendricks Township in Brookings County.  The project boundary has been 
extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project size. The total megawatts (MW) for 
the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  The general project description remains the 
same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in addition 
to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing sections that were 
included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the project boundary.   
IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation 
near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is required to apply for 
an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission (SDPUC). 
IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project.  
HDR received Jay Vogt’s May 7, 2008 response letter to the initial project boundary. At this time, 
HDR requests your review specifically of the project sections identified in Table 1. Your comments 
will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.  The SD 
Energy Facility Siting Rules require applicants to describe and forecast impacts on cultural resources 
including “places of historical significance” and “landmarks and cultural resources of historic, 
religious, archaeological, scenic, natural, or other cultural significance.”  While coordination with the 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is not required during the SDPUC application process, 
IBR recognizes that your office has a keen interest in the cultural resources of South Dakota and 
their protection.  We welcome any comments the SHPO may have at this time or throughout the 
permit application process on the additional Township sections. 

  

 



Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project 
South Dakota State Historical Society 
October 17, 2008 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 
30, 31, 32, 33, 

34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 
33, 34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 

Richland 
 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge II 
Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions regarding 
this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Steve Naylor 
Regulatory Program Manager 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
28563 Powerhouse Road, Room 118 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Naylor: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR received your August 7, 2008 response letter and 
request for site specific information to the initial project boundary. As the project design is 
finalized, HDR and IBR will coordinate more with your office regarding more project 
specific information. At this time, HDR requests your review specifically of the project 
sections identified in Table 1. Your comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review 
process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.   

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
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Page 2 

Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Darrell Granbois 
USDA - NRCS 
Brookings County Field Office 
205 6th Street 
Brookings, MN 57006 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Granbois: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008, letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008, letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008, letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008, letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR requests your review of the sections listed in 
Table 1 to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might 
require. Your comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the 
Buffalo Ridge II project.   

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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USDA - NRCS 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Ms. Natalie Gates 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ecological Services 
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Ms. Gates: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project.  HDR received comments from you on the initial 
project boundary in a July 31, 2008, phone conversation. We welcome any comments the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may have at this time or throughout the permit application 
process on the additional Township sections. In particular, HDR requests your review of the 
sections identified in Table 1 for potential effects to known federally-listed threatened or 
endangered species and rare natural features. Your comments will be incorporated into the 
SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.    

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Tom Tornow 
Manager, Madison Wetland Management District 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
P.O. Box 48 
Madison, SD 57042 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Tornow: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project.  HDR has contacted the HAPET office and received 
information on USFWS easements and lands both within the original boundary and the 
expanded boundary, and cc’d your office on the maps that Sue Kvas from the HAPET 
office provided. We welcome any comments the you may have on the USFWS lands shown 
on the HAPET maps or any other issues of concern to your office at this time or 
throughout the permit application process. Your comments will be incorporated into the 
SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.   

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 
 
Mary Nosbush 
Zoning Officer 
Deuel County 
PO Box 616 
408 4th Street West 
Clear Lake, SD 57226 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 306 MW Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Ms. Nosbush: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 306 
Megawatt (MW) Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (formerly PPM Energy, 
Inc. (IBR)) in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South Dakota.  IBR has applied to 
interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation near White, 
South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is required to apply for an 
Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, IBR will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning office and Deuel County Zoning office, 
as applicable.  HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project to identify 
potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might require. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II 
project.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing 
associated facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and 
overhead 34.5 kV and 115 kV transmission lines.  The original project boundary remained 
within Brookings County, but due to a recent increase in megawatts, was extended into 
Deuel County.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections 
have not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections 
potentially affected by the project:            

 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 Phone (763) 591-5400 

Minneapolis, MN  55416 Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 Phone (763) 591-5400 

Table 1 

County 
Township 

Name 
Township Range  Sections 

Deuel Scandinavia 113N 48W 26-35 
Deuel Blom 113N 49W 25-28, 33-36 
Brookings Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30,31 
Brookings Sherman 111 N 48 W 1- 4, 12, 13, 24, 

25 
Brookings Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 

25-30, 32-36 
Brookings Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-

26 
 
 
Your input on the project will assist IBR and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project 
at this time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting 
Permit application but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the 
documents after publication.   Other formal opportunities to comment on the project will 
follow at a later date when public information meetings and public hearings are held. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions 
relating to this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables  

 
 

Minneapolis, MN  55416 Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 
 
Jamie Hintz 
Highway Superintendent 
Deuel County Highway Department 
18028 SD Hwy 15 
Clear Lake, SD 57226 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 306 MW Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Hintz: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 306 
Megawatt (MW) Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (formerly PPM Energy, 
Inc. (IBR)) in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South Dakota.  IBR has applied to 
interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation near White, 
South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is required to apply for an 
Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, IBR will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning office and Deuel County Zoning office, 
as applicable.  HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project to identify 
potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might require. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II 
project.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing 
associated facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and 
overhead 34.5 kV and 115 kV transmission lines.  The original project boundary remained 
within Brookings County, but due to a recent increase in megawatts, was extended into 
Deuel County.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections 
have not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections 
potentially affected by the project:            

 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 Phone (763) 591-5400 
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HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 Phone (763) 591-5400 

Table 1 

County 
Township 

Name 
Township Range  Sections 

Deuel Scandinavia 113N 48W 26-35 
Deuel Blom 113N 49W 25-28, 33-36 
Brookings Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30,31 
Brookings Sherman 111 N 48 W 1- 4, 12, 13, 24, 

25 
Brookings Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 

25-30, 32-36 
Brookings Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-

26 
 
Your input on the project will assist IBR and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project 
at this time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting 
Permit application but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the 
documents after publication.   Other formal opportunities to comment on the project will 
follow at a later date when public information meetings and public hearings are held. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions 
relating to this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables  

 
 

Minneapolis, MN  55416 Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Thomas W Reeves 
Township Clerk 
Lake Hendricks Township 
Box 6 
Hendricks, MN 56136 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Reeves: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR requests your review of the sections listed in 
Table 1 to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might 
require. Your comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the 
Buffalo Ridge II project.   

  

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Norris Patrick 
Township Clerk 
Oak Lake Township 
20062 482nd Ave 
White, SD 57276 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Patrick: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR requests your review of the sections listed in 
Table 1 to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might 
require. Your comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the 
Buffalo Ridge II project.   

 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN  55416-3636 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Sharon Leiferman 
Township Clerk 
Richland Township 
20584 486th Ave 
White, SD 57276 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Ms. Leiferman: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR requests your review of the sections listed in 
Table 1 to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might 
require. Your comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the 
Buffalo Ridge II project.   

 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN  55416-3636 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 
 
Jesse Christianson 
Township Clerk 
Scandinavia Township 
19471 485 Avenue 
Astoria, SD 57213 
 

RE:   Buffalo Ridge II 306 MW Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Christianson: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for a 306 
Megawatt (MW) Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (formerly PPM Energy, 
Inc. (IBR)) in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South Dakota.  IBR has applied to 
interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County Substation near White, 
South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is required to apply for an 
Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public Utility Commission 
(SDPUC). Additionally, IBR will submit an application for a Conditional Use Permit for the 
proposed facility to the Brookings County Zoning office and Deuel County Zoning office, 
as applicable.  HDR requests your review of the above-mentioned project to identify 
potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might require. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II 
project.   

Typically wind facility construction includes erecting wind turbines and constructing 
associated facilities such as gravel access roads, an underground collector system and 
overhead 34.5 kV and 115 kV transmission lines.  The original project boundary remained 
within Brookings County, but due to a recent increase in megawatts, was extended into 
Deuel County.  Although final turbine locations, access roads and electrical connections 
have not been determined at this time, the table below identifies Township sections 
potentially affected by the project:        
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Table 1 

County 
Township 

Name 
Township Range Sections 

Deuel Scandinavia 113N 48W 26-35 
Deuel Blom 113N 49W 25-28, 33-36 
Brookings Richland 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 
Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30,31 
Brookings Sherman 111 N 48 W 1- 4, 12, 13, 24, 

25 
Brookings Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 

25-30, 32-36 
Brookings Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-

26 
 
 
Your input on the project will assist IBR and HDR in their review of this project. If we do 
not hear from you within 30 days, we will assume that you have no comment on the project 
at this time.  This notification precedes publication of the SDPUC Energy Facility Siting 
Permit application but does not preclude subsequent review and comment on the 
documents after publication.   Other formal opportunities to comment on the project will 
follow at a later date when public information meetings and public hearings are held. 
 
Enclosed is a project location map to facilitate your review.  If you have any questions 
relating to this matter, please contact me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables  

 
 

Minneapolis, MN  55416 Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Tim Tollefsrud 
Director, Environmental Services 
South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Joe Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Tollefsrud: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR received John Miller’s comments on the initial 
project boundary in a May 29, 2008 response letter. HDR additionally requests your review 
of the sections listed in Table 1 to identify potential impacts from the project and any 
permits that the project might require. Your comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC 
review process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.   

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Tim Bjornberg 
Director, Division of Planning & Engineering 
South Dakota Department of Transportation 
700 East Broadway Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Schaefer: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR spoke with you regarding the original project 
location on August 19, 2008, regarding potential permits that IBR may need if project 
facilities may occupy SDDOT right of way HDR requests your review of the sections listed 
in Table 1 to identify any other potential permits that the project might require. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II 
project.   
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Page 2 

Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Mr. Terry Peterson 
Outside Plant Supervisor 
Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative 
312 Fourth Street West 
Clear Lake, SD 57226 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Mr. Peterson: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. Based on the June 16, 2008 conference call with your 
office, IBR and HDR will continue to coordinate with your company regarding this project.  
HDR requests your review of the sections listed in Table 1 to identify potential impacts from 
the project and any permits that the project might require. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the Buffalo Ridge II project.   

 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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October 17, 2008 

 

Wanda Tyler 
Township Clerk 
Sherman Township 
47987 206th St 
White, SD 57276 
 

RE:   Update to Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project in Brookings and Deuel Counties, South 
Dakota 

 
Dear Ms. Tyler: 
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is currently gathering environmental information for the 
Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project proposed by Iberdrola Renewables (IBR) in Brookings and 
Deuel Counties, South Dakota. The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the 
boundaries of the Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project have been slightly modified from what was 
described in the April 25, 2008 letter sent to you.  The project boundary now includes 18 
sections in Deuel County and an additional section in Brookings County (Table 1).  The 
project boundary has been extended in order to accommodate an increase in overall project 
size. The total megawatts (MW) for the project has increased from 210 MW to 306 MW.  
The general project description remains the same as described in the April 25, 2008 letter. 
 
Table 1 below identifies the sections included in the extended project boundary that are in 
addition to the sections listed in the April 25, 2008 letter. Table 2 identifies the existing 
sections that were included in the April 25, 2008 letter; these sections remain within the 
project boundary.   

IBR has applied to interconnect the wind farm with Xcel Energy’s Brookings County 
Substation near White, South Dakota.  Because the project is over 100 MW in size, IBR is 
required to apply for an Energy Facility Siting Permit through the South Dakota Public 
Utility Commission (SDPUC). IBR is planning to submit a permit application to the SDPUC 
in fall 2008 for the 306 MW project. HDR requests your review of the sections listed in 
Table 1 to identify potential impacts from the project and any permits that the project might 
require. Your comments will be incorporated into the SDPUC review process for the 
Buffalo Ridge II project.   

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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Table 1 – Sections within Extended Project Boundary 

County Township Name Township Range Sections 

Brookings Lake Hendricks 112 N 47 W 30 

Scandinavia 113N 48W 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35 

Deuel 

Blom 113N 49W 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 
34, 35, 36 

 

 

Table 2 – Sections within Original Project Area, Brookings County 

Township Name Township Range Sections 
Richland 

 111 N 47 W 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 

Lake Hendricks 

 
112 N 47 W 31 

Sherman 

 
111 N 48 W 1, 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 24, 25 

Oak Lake 112 N 48 W 1-11, 14-23, 25-30, 32-36 

Argo 112 N 49 W 1-4, 10-14, 23-26 

 
Enclosed is a map detailing the location and revised project boundary of the Buffalo Ridge 
II Project area to facilitate your review.  If you require further information or have questions 
regarding this matter, please call me at (763) 591-5443. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joyce E. Pickle 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Enclosures: 
Updated Project Location Map 
 

Cc:   Timothy Seck, Iberdrola Renewables 

 Sarah Emery, Iberdrola Renewables 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 701 Xenia Avenue South, Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN  55416 

Phone (763) 591-5400 
Fax (763) 591-5413 
www.hdrinc.com 
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