Exhibit C: Agency Correspondence

Brookings County to Yankee January 2008



%@—\' i DEPARTMENT OF GAME, FISH AND PARKS

Foss Building
523 East Capitol
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182

" e e GRem PLACES 1N 28 2007

June 26, 2007

Daniel Jones

Barr Engineering Co.

4700 West 77" St.
Minneapolis, MN 55435-4803

RE: Xcel Energy Buffalo Ridge Incremental Generation Outlet Electric Transmission Line
Dan:

As you requested, I have searched the South Dakota Natural Heritage Database for records of
rare, threatened or endangered species in the area described in your letter of June 12. There are
no records of rare, threatened or endangered species within the specified project area. However,
there are records the federally endangered Topeka shiner within watersheds that fall within the
project area. I have attached a list of those records.

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,
Doug Backlund
Wildlife Biologist

Wildlife Division: 605/773-3381 Parks and Recreation Division: 605/773-3391 FAX: 605/773-6245 TTY: 605/773-3381



Element Occurrence Records
South Dakota Natural Heritage Database

June 26, 2007
Scientific Name: Nofropis topeka Occurrence #: 29
Common Name: Topeka Shiner Last Observed: 2006-10-06
Global Rank: G3 State Status:
State Rank: S2 Federal Status: LE
Township Range: 110N048W County: Brookings

Section: 33

ONE TOPEKA SHINER CAUGHT DURING SAMPLING AT THIS SITE
AND ALSO ONE ON THE EAST SIDE OF AURORA PRAIRIE (TNC
PROPERTY).1999-15 TOPEKA SHINER TAKEN IN SECTION 10
109N049W. In 2006, 2 Topeka shiners sampled and released in Sec.

32.

LocationnMEDARY CREEK; 11 EAST AND 1.5 SOUTH OF BROOKINGS

Scientific Name: Notropis topeka Occurrence #: 41
Common Name: Topeka Shiner Last Observed: 2000-09-18
Global Rank: G3 State Status:

State Rank: S2 Federal Status: LE
Township Range: 111N048W County:  Brookings
Section: 13

14 TOPEKA SHINERS CAPTURED FROM LARGE POOL,
SEVERAL AGE CLASSES, YOY TO ADULT
Location: TRIBUTARY TO DEER CREEK, ABOUT 5 EAST AND i SOUTH OF WHITE

Scientific Name: Notropis topeka Occurrence #: 47
Common Name: Topeka Shiner Last Observed: 2000-08-03
Global Rank: G3 State Status:

State Rank: S2 Federal Status: LE
Township Range: 111N048W County: Brookings
Section: 6

311 INDIVIDUALS SAMPLED BY MILEWSKI
Location:SIX-MILE CREEK, NORTH EDGE OF WHITE, S.D.

Scientific Name: Noftropis topeka Occurrence #: 94
Common Name: Topeka Shiner Last Observed: 2006-10-06
Global Rank: G3 State Status:

State Rank: S2 Federal Status: LE
Township Range: 109N047W County: Brookings
Section: 08

14 Topeka shiners sampled and released.
Location-MEDARY CREEK, ABOUT 1 MILE NORTH OF ELKTON.
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