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Department of Transportation

Mitchell Reglon Office
P.Q, Box 1206

Mitchell, South Dakota 57301
TELEPHONE: 605-995-8|29
FAX: 605-995.8135

October 19, 2007

Northern States Power d/b/a Xcel Energy
Attn: David G. Callahan

414 Nicolett. Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55401

Ref: Xcel Energy Utility Application on Interstate 90 — 345 kV Line

Dear Mr, Callahan:

The Dcpurtment has received concurrence from the Federal Highway Administration allowing the above
permit submitied on January 17, 2007 to be considered.

Alter careful review of }{cel Energy's proposal, SDDOT has determined that it “will not impair the highway
or interfere with the free and safe flow of traffic thereon™. Therefore, the Department will approve the permit

as submilted and amended as per Xcel Energy's letter dated October 15, 2007, The approval is conditioned
on the following terms:

1.

As a material condition of issvance of this permit, which Xcel Energy hereby fully agrees to
and accepts as a binding contractual obligation, Xcel Energy hereby agrees to assume the
responsibility and cost for relocation of this line if: 1) a material conflict with the safety and
use of Interstate 90, SD Highway 11, or other local ronds intersecting Interstate 90 i3 cansed
by the portion of the line permanently overhanging the existing interstate, highway, or local
road right-of-way; and 2) there is no reasonable altemnative solution other than to relocate
the line in order to eliminate the material conflict. The Department of Transportation will
have the authority to make final determination to relocate the line only if a reasonable
alternalive solution does not exist. If additional costs are incurred by the Department for an
alternate solution, Xcel Energy shall bear the additional SDDOT costs for this work,

At any time Xcel Energy needs to perform repairs or maintenance to the facilities and needs
to utilize Interstate 90 right-of-way for access, a permit to occupy the right-of-way shall be
submiitted to the South Dakota Department of Transportation Sioux Falls Area Office for
approval.

The impacts to the scenic easement at the Beaver Creek rest area will need to be nssessed.
Separate action will need to be taken regarding the easement that will require the approval
of the Transportation Commission. Since Federal funds were used to purchase the easement
the Department will need to assess the impacts for determination of compensation due.
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Please review the conditions and if acceptable sign the eriginal latter and return it to this office. If you have
additional questions you can contact Craig Smith, 605-367-5680 to discuss.

Sincerely, Approval Xcel Energy:
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SD EForm - 0929 V2 sQUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
APPLICATION FOR UTILITY PERMIT

DOT-200
(mr:?:;ww Nn.h.g_p__._ Caunty M[nnahaha | Approximately ) —_ig ‘:- M. ONQEQE@V\
fom  SoUth Dakota/Minnesota boarder for construction of 8N 6verhead transmilssion ling
{Clty or wall definad point) {type of uiliity facility)
seginSection 27 . Townsnip 102" - Range 47 Gedoction 29 Townanp 102 . Range 48

Intendad usage or rating 345,000 voltage
1.084 inch diameter, acsr, 954 kemil, 6 conductors

Cable size and type

N/A

Outslze pipa diamater _N’A Maximum pipaline oparation prasaure

Size and type of matal casing N/A i

Minimum depth of cable or pipaline: (Rural Roadway 487 Q {Curb-Guttar 247} Q (Qther Areas 367 g 2

Method of installation _OV®rhead stringing

Approximate construction dates — Stant 7/16/2007 Finsh  3/3/2008
Special canditions =IN@ parallels and overhangs 1-00 right of way and also Includes two crossings of 1-80.

|, the undereigned, request pammisslon 1o construct and malntain & utility faclity on publlc right-of-way et the above iocation and as shown on 1h
attached layout shest and In accordanca with provisiona of Administrative Rules of South Dakota, Ghapter 70:04:06, In conslderatian for thl
pefmission, | agres to ablde by ell condltions of 2aid rulss and in addlitan, the following:

1. ‘To fumish all materlals, tabor, Incldentals and pay all costs involved with the construction and malntenance of the utllity facillly. To parfom
approvad opan cut tranch oparations In accordonca with currest DOT Open Cut Method of Utillty Instnllation or Repalr, Adminisirative Rut
Chaptar 70:04:05, Appandix A. To resiom any damagad portions of the roadway and righi-of-way to egual or betier conditions than axiste
prior to baginning wark coversd by this parmit. To nat instail a utility over the top of any highwey drainage structure,

3 To pravide pretaclion to highway freflie during consiruction and malintenance by the usa of propar signs, bamicades, flagpersans and fights a
pregeribad in the “Manual on Uniform Trafic Control Davices.”

3. Té indemnify and hold tha State of South Dakota, its Dapariment of Transpariation, ts officars, agants and employeas harmless, from an
apainst any and oll mctions, suita, demages, liabliity or othar procesdinga of eny kind or nature brought bacauss of any injuries or damap
recalved or suatained by any parsan or proparty on aceount of the use or occupancy of highway rght-of-way dasignatad in this applicalion,

Company Nd&héw‘"stﬁiés 5W§fdfblaXGElEnBrgv Rate / - / 7 - (2 7
1 Stala MN Zip 55401 Talphons (612) 330'595']

(ypedy DaVId G; Calighan, ™ " L e Sup,, Siting & Land:

i e 1

#H To be compiated by the Departmant of Transportation #¥#

Project (Const,) Station Milapoat ‘/lﬂ i) % o ‘//&55
Project (Maint) 094 @/ _ Maintenanca Untt 27/
1. Prior to corymencing construction and upon compietion of work the applicent shall noilfy &'p’f_l_-, l{qp& - f%a Z S'-g’u ’

- nt wm telaphona (ﬁ#-d ¥/ 427
2. Speci Conditions: _ L e, Pgm,':l: arsaded ¢3 cur ¥o / é &: o fed oc¥+ 15,0002

3. Failura to construct and maintaln the utllity fachity in accordance with the proviglone of this pamilt will automatically render this paemit null and
vold and conatitute grounds for s ramoval and/or full restaration of the sia Bt the applicant's axpenss,

Racommendad: - 20 20
Citg.Fapressntotive Bridge/Rongway Doslgn/iiate
Racommended: i TS —r 0 =7
) i B/
Approved; 207 =0 P Z This parmit to construct and malntain a
Reglon Enginear/Date ulllity faclity is granted subjedt to all

conditions as haraln siaiad,
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@ Xcel Energy*
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414 Nicollot Mall
Minneapelis, Minnogota bb401-1993

October 15, 2007

Mr. Craig Smith, P.E. Via U.S. Mail and Facsimile
Aren Engineer

South Dakota Department of Transportation

5316 West 60" Street

Sioux Falls, SD 57101

Subjcet: Amendment of Jonuary 17, 2007 Application for Utility Permit on Trunk
Highway Right-of-Way; Two Crossings and Longitudinal Installation
Adjacent to and overhanging Interstate 90, for Xcel Energy’s Split Rock
Substation to Lakeficld Junction Substation 345-kV Transmission Line.

Dear Craig;

Tliis letter serves as amendment of our January 17" permit application to paralle) and
overhang Interstate 90 with our proposed 345 kV transmission line. It updates our
consiruction timeline and also addresses issues set forth in the Federal Highway
Administration’s FHWA) October 10, 2007 tetter of concurrence with South Dakota
Department of Transportation’s SDDOT decision to issue the permit,

Due to the delay in permitting the project, we now expect construction along Interstate 90
to begin late October 2007, and eslimate completion December 2008, This construction
timeframe includes restoration and cleanup of construction activities, which should be
little to none on the interstate right-of-way, as construction activities will occur adjacent
to the interstate on private utility easement,

The FHWA indicated in its October 10" letter that Xeel Energy’s proposel to relocate the
line at its EXpense s outlined in the January 17" permit apphcatmn letter should be
contained in a separate agreement from the pcrrmt In previous discussions with SDDOT
and our telephone conversation of October 12", it was suggested that this provision could
be contained as a condition of the permit, Xcel Energy believes that such a condition in
the permit accomplishes the goal articulated by FHWA.

In concurrenice with our relocation proposal outlined in our January 17" application
letter, we believe the following permit condition would memorialize the relocation
obligation:

“As a material condition of issuance of this permit, which Xcel Energy hereby
fully agrees to and accepts as a binding contractual obligation, Xcel Energy
hereby agrees to assume the responsibility and cost for the relocation of this line



:..DlCT-Eﬂl-E.B? 9:_15 Froem:SD DDT SF AREA BAS3675685 TotXcel Eneray

Mr. Craig Smith
October 15, 2007
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if: 1} a material conflict with the safety and use Interstate 90 is caused by the
portion of the line overhanging the existing interstate right-of-way, not including
intermittent blowout overhang; and 2) there is no reasonable altemative solution
other than 1o relocate the line in order to eliminate the material conflict.”

We believe that this relocation provision will mitigate any future material conflict
between the transmission line overhang and Interstate 90 eliminating any need to “revoke
the permit” for a conflict, Due to essential service nature of this transmission line facility,
Xeel Energy would not risk entering into an agreement where its location rights could be
wholly terminated with out mitigating solutions,

With regard to the FHWAs request for SDDOT to assess and determine compensation
for loss of scenic value to the scenic easement adjacent to Minnesota Department of
Transportation’s (Mn/DOT) Beaver Creek Rest Area, Xcel Energy has reviewed the
impact of the line on this scenic easement and does not find any facts to support a finding
of any compensable loss of value, This is because, any loss of value to the Beaver Creck
Rest Area has already been settled with Mn/DOT.

Pléase review this amendment letter and if you have any questions, do not hesitate to
contact me at 612/330-5951, I want (o thank you for your and the SDDOT's efforts in
resolving (his permitting issue.

Sincerely,

David G, Callahan ~
Supervisor,

Siting & Land Rights

Enclosure

ce.  Jim Wilcox ~ Xcel Energy
Priti Patel — Xcel Energy

P.7/7



