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00 In llw ~1atttr or - IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT 
O' FILED BY PAUL MUTH, MITCHELL, 

SOUTH DAKOTA, AGAINST ------- ------

~----- ~~~=~STER:e~~:~N;eRvt;: -------------
- ---- ACCOUNTING 

Public Utilities Commission or the State or South Dakota 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STA TE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

COMPLAINT 

c-plaiaut(•>: - ~ enc pany ru, 1k maplailltl (Tlw: ,..._ or Coa,-y coas--d ...... ) - "' !fl V' fTl,l ... ,_ 
t..00 N. ROWLEY 

M! TG!-l£LL S:) 5731)' 

14:105 l 90".,. )98] 

Wort,_ 

r~ 
lfdlcCompwna,lisrq,racn&cd byan anomcy, plea,c lialhea&D11e)''snamc.lddral. ldeplolcnaal!a'andW-.t:ia'bclow: 
lfQNac,laiNnlisnotrqwesautdbyan anomcy,pleaselt:avettlnk: 

lbe facts giving rise lo my complaint: 
::-w?S ·.ni; :, 3:. :.!v• ?!; 1 11 ee ..-.a1! ::i v::-:: ~e!1. a · 1·5 ?."l. o:, J"!;'l "l ry : . 1;9e. i°hf!f ·.;e:"e 

NOTE.: PSc:ueamthJlddiciawpaca, if11£CtS11rJ,&11apbiia:,oasiluarica. Aboadlacepia<A-,bi!llort'l6a'---. 
wbidiNypc:ruilllOfOfllc:captaiDc. 

RESQLJJTJQN BEQI/ESJ 

I ask that the Public Utilities Commission grant tbe followinc relief. {Wbat do you think lbt Commis.sion 

should do to .solvt tbis prob~m?) 

YEBiflCAIJON 

Signa/Urt must bt witnessed by a notary public. 

") 

I (l o / 

Complainant's Signature 

S13.te: of 5olJch Dakoca 

Cou,uyof_~---------' 

) 
'5S 

Date 

Onlhis _ _ __ d>yol__________ ____ . bdorc mc ...,...,,, ........ _____________________ _ 
known co me I."> be. the ir.divich.ial described hc:rdn and who UCCUll:d the foregoing in.sc:rumctu. and who dilly acknowlcdac:d io me 

that heJshc cuana1 same for the purpose therein contained. 
IN WTTNESS WHEREOF. I hcrewuo set my hand and otrlCW ,cal. 

Signarure or Noury Public 

(SEAi.) 
My c:ommmion apires: ________ _ 



Company : South Oakola PUC 

Fax Number : 1-605-TTJ..3809 

Time : 7:50:38 Pages including cover page : 3 

Message: 

We have received the foHowing formal complaint from Paul Muth. Commlsskln policy allows a 
4trhour period for the parties lo reach an informal agreement before the issue becomes docketed. 

Please review this information and inform us of any action taken to resotve this issue. If we are not 
Informed of a resolution by 8:30 AM Tuesday. January 20, the issue will be docketed and scheduled 
for a COmmlssion meeting. 

Tl-115 CCW.MU«:ATICN IS ltfl'ENOEO Ota Y FOR THc: USE OF THE INOIVIOUAl OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS A~ESSEO ANO 
MAY CONT"'-" INFORMAT0,1 TliAf IS f'RIVILEGEO. CONFIOEHTIAl ANOEX£MPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICA81..E 
LAW It !tie r""8f d it..~ IS not !tie intenoed recip,ento,the emplo)oee 01 ~ l~ble '°' delNerlr,g ltlrs 
COfflt"l\ltllCabOn IOll'le ~ rKIP'ffll ~ •r• hl'I'~ notlhed 1toa1 ar,rdlMnO,:bOtl, UM Of ~ ol lhlS commwue.bOn .. - South Dakota Public UtHfties Commission 

St.ate C.,,no1 Bulldlng; ~ SD 51!J01 
T-,,1,oM: (605) 773-3101 Fax: ("'5) 773-33()9 
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So«tfet)ak(Jta 

Public Utilities Commission 
January 22. 1998 

Alan D. Dietrich 
Vice President - Administration 
Northwestern Public Service Company 
33 Third Street SE 
Huron, SD 57350-1605 

Dear Mr. Dietrich: 

On January 14. 1998, the Commission received an inquiry from Mr Paul Muth of 
Mitchell . South Dakota regarding the adivities of NWPS personnel working at the 
Palace Mall m Mitchell on the date of January 8. 1998 at J·S0 p.m With regard to 
the activity being performed by Northwestern personnel at that location. on that 
da•e. at that tune. please provide the foUowmg for that specific actIv1ty from its 
mitiahon to rts completion. 

1 A deta iled description of the procedure used 10 separate jurisdictional from 
non-1unsdictional service provided at !he above location . 

2 Detailed workpapers and copies of supportmg documents from the ong1nal 
documents recording the activity to its final bookmg which account for all 
expenses and investment provided by Nor1hwestern Public Service Company at 
the above location on January 8, 1998, and lhe !.eparahon of those expenses and 
investment into Jurisdictional and non-junsd1ct1onal calegones 

If you have any quesIIons reg arding the above. please contact me at !he 
Comm1ss1on 



January 30, 1998 

Attn: Jlmllo,g 
PUC 

.:.oo roir,R-•,-f , "0 s.. u·.;i • 1,• :c.,.., so •1, 
pt.,01,f ~vS,·lifi.J<i&) • F~-. 1,,~1•lbt ::~ 

State Capitol Buikiing 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SO 57501-5070 

RE: COMPL.AJNT ON NWPS 

Dear Jim; 

Last week I sent a complaint m reference to Northwestern Public SeMce of w .. 1a.1 using a 
PUC controlled monopoly to subsidize their Northwestern private business sector. 

Dave at Norttl\¥estem Public Service called me following the standard procedures of the PUC 
to try to resotve the complaint 

This letter is to officially notify the PUC that I am not satisfied with their response and I would 
like the PUC to take the next course of action. 

We will be waiting to hear from the PUC. 

Sincerely, 
~TH ELEC~RIC. INC. 

!', J 1/J_', ;,I.'\.. 
J.1., ., • 

Paul Muth 
Vtce President Proteet Operabons 

PM.l<km 

·P,01ess10na1 Answers For AH Your Electrical Needs· 



400 1 inRo,.>h' • PO Bna U OO • M.lef'lel. SO!i:'301 · 100 

March 2, 1998 

SD PUC 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre. SD 57501 

Attn: BIii Bullard 

RE: DOCKET I EL98--002 

Dear Mr. Bullard 

Pl<)',E t>~l 99t,,39al • FU !60!il 996 220.J 

.'UC l'✓ED 

MAW 1998 

lOU f"H DAKOl A. PUBLIC 
UTILIT lf5 COMMl551ON 

By this lette<, we are off10alty requesung access to confidential information acco,ding to Articie 
20. 10,01 ;◄3 foe the above referenced docket number ~ase keep mysetf oc Mr Terry Sabers 
in our office informed of the next procedural step 

Sincerety, 

·Protessional Answers For All Your Eioctnc::.a1 Needs· 

""""'""· _ ,11t-1n1 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT FILED 
BY PAUL MUTH, MITCHELL, SOUTH 
DAKOTA, AGAINST NORTHWESTERN 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY REGARDING 
ACCOUNTING FOR AN AFFILIATE 
TRANSACTION 

ORDER DISMISSING 
COMPLAINT AND CLOSING 

DOCKET 

EL98-002 

.::>n January 14, 1998, the Pubhc Utilities Commission (Commission) recerved a complamt 
from Paul Muth, Mitchell, South Dakota, ag2mst NOl1hweslem Public Service Company (NWPS) 
regarding the accounting of costs for an affil iate transaction. The complaint states "NWPS was at 
the Palace Mall ,n Mrtdlell at 3·50 p.m. on January 8, 1998 They were using a utility pickup with a 
budc.et on rt lo wo1I. on the partung lot lights. We want to see the accounting in writing to show what 
they charged the pnvate side of their busmess They were actually there all day we were told later. 
Jusl show us lhe accounting procedure m writing • nothing more. nothing less." The complainant 
requests that actual acx:ounting of cost in the books for the ut1hty versus the private venture side of 
their business are shown to be property allocated. 

On Apnl 22, 1998, at a regular1y scheduled Commission meeting, the Commission deferred 
this compiaint. Al its regularty seheduled June 11, 1998. meeting, the Commission again considered 
the complain! II was deferred so that the compla1nan1 could review some recenlly received 
information provlded by NWPS. At its July 23, 1998, meeling, the Commission again considered this 
matter but deferred its decision as Muth Electric's represen1ative was unable to be presenl At 11s 
regularty scheduled meeting of August 18, 1998, the Commission considered the matler. 

Pursuant to SOCL 49-34A-4 and ARSD 20-10 01 ·oe 01 . 20:10:01 ·09, 20:10:01 .10. and 
20 10 01 11 01 , 1f a complain! cannot be setlled wilhou1 fonnal action, the Commission shall 
detemune If the corr.plaint shows probable cause of an unlawful or unreasonable act, rale, practice 
1>r omission to go forward with the comp1amt and serve 11 upon NWPS 

The Commiss10n has jurisd.ction over this matter pursuant lo SOCL 49-34A-2, 49-34A-4 , and 
ARSD 20.10 · 108 01 and 20-10:01 09. The Comm1sst0n found that there is no oasis for the 
complaint. and acc,orchngty, finds no probable cause to pursi.ie the complaint funher (Commissioner 
Nel~on dissenting) The Comm1ss10n voted to drsm1ss lhe complaint and ciosc the dodtet. II is 
1nerefore 

ORDERED. that t~e comp(a:nt be dismissed and Iha! dodtet EL98-002 be dosed. 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this ~ day of August, 1998. 

CERTIFICATE~ SERVICE 

The ~ ~ e.rtlt'lft INC IJ1tl 

~'-tlel!'IMl"w«ltoda'fuocn "' IM'°"ot 
fKOIO.,~dlld,·<111 Hilllt.a Ol"INOOciilla«Vee 
n1. byl_,,.0111ttnl~mt,;1 ., ~ 
lddfft.Md~w.tnttwg,aptff!Ml!'llf-

., lh~J' :cl~L~t' .,.. - 5,s/.:;_ 
!OfflCIAL SEAL} 

PAM NELSON. Carnm1ss1oner, d1ssen11ng ,,, Li '1iu t &£<1 < Cv-<-
L.ASKA SCHOENFELDER, Comm1ss1oner 



:\ugll!>t 10. 1998 

BEFORE I Ill:. l'L"IU.JC 'TILi n i:s CO\ I\IISSIO:'\! 
STAT!' OF SOUTI I OAKO I A 

1:-1 TIIE MAlTER OF TII E COMPI.Al1'T 
FILED DY PAUi. ~HJTII. MITCHELL. SD. 

AG1\I NST NORTll\\'ESTER l'UBl.lC SERVICE COMP1\ NY 
REGARDl~G AN ACCOUt-:TING Of COSTS 

DOCKET EL98-002 

DISSENT OF COM~IISSIO~ER NEL ON 

I undcrsund that .:1 lloca1ion nmhods cannot pn.-cisd y u-ack "' 'c11 one's notion of actu.:al costs. 
,\ !locations by thdr '".11' nature im oht: some degn-c of j udgment. Nonhweslcm Public Service 
(NWrS) is usi ng judgment when alloc:.:&ting nonu1 ilit) costs. ~lu1h apparcmly has a different 
judgmena . Both ma) be supponablc. 

;\ regullued util ity jointl) pro, idi ng deregulated services has :lll obligalion 10 prO\·idc !>lrong 
assurance of fair 1n:.:11men1 for both m1epa)crs and competitors. Ratcpa)crs should not suppon 
nonutili1y , enlW\."S, .:&nJ competitors should not be forc"-d 10 compl!lc against subsidi7.l-d services. 
NWr alr1,.-ady has 1hc :td,anuigc of jointly using its pcrsonn"°l ::and l-quipm\."nt for regulated .:&nd 
nonregula1t.-d S!,."n 'lcc provision . We should 51.."\'k all possible assurancl'S 1ha1 1tK.- allocations do 
no! kad 10 suhsidi7..a tion of nonrcgulatl-d operations. 

The onl~ wuy 10 3bsolutd y as!>UH.' no cro£S-subsidi7lllion is 1n Slt\k.'.tUrJlly scpar.ate reguhncd and 
nonrcgulat1.-d busi111.-ss. This separation do..•s not exist. so \\C should haw stron, ussuran..:c that 
NWPS is proper!~ allocal ing costs. i\lthough KWPS's .1lloca1ions appe3r supportable. 1hc 
evidence supponing 1hc majoril) 's d1.-cision simpl} did not s,:Ui!o f~ the standard I fc- h ncc'-'S5al1- 10 
,,·UJTant a , 01c- to close 1his doc ket. 
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