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FILED BY PAUL MUTH, MITCHELL,
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***PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY***

REC
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION E'VED RESOLUTION REOQUEST
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA AN ' 4 1998
>I(;u A A PUBLY I ask that the Public Utilities Commission grant the following relief. (What do you think the Commission
COMPLAINT e (S e

should do to solve this problem?)

Complainant(s):
(The party filing the complaint)

Respondent(s):
(The person or Company complained against)

Contact Person

Name

Address Company

City, State, Zip
Work Phone

57301 Address NOTE: Please attach any additional pages, if necessary.

025-2083 City, State, Zip

Home Phone Work Phose

Cellular Phone Cellular Phooe

Fax

YERIFICATION

Signature must be witnessed by a notary public.

Fax

1f the Complainant is represented by an attorney, please list the attomey s name, address, telephone number and fax number below:
1f Complainant is not represented by an attomney, please leave blank:

) 17/ p ’
The facts giving rise to my complaint. Vi [Lf ! )/ 12 )
i Complainant’s Signature Date
State of South Dakota )
Q)
County of )
On this day of ; . before me
personally came and appeared

known to me & be the individual described herein and who executed the foregoing instrument, wwhodulykawlz dged to me
Mmmummfummmcmm
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | hereunto set my hand and official seal.

Signature of Notary Public

NOTE: Please atach additional pages, if necessary, to explain your situation. Also enclose copies of any bills or ofher documents
which may pertain to your complaint.

(SEAL)




FAX TRANSMISSION -

To: Alan Dietrich From : Leni Healy
Company : NWPS Company : South Dakota PUC
Fax Number : 8-605-353-7631 Fax Number : 1-605-773-3809

Date : 1/15/98 Time : 7:50:38 Pages including cover page : 3

Message:

We have received the following formal complaint from Paul Muth. Commission policy allows a
48-hour period for the parties to reach an informal agreement before the issue becomes docketed

Please review this information and inform us of any action taken to resolve this issue. If we are not
informed of a resolution by 8:30 AM Tuesday, January 20, the issue will be docketed and scheduled
for a Commission meeting

Thank you.

THIS COMMUNICATICN IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED AND
| MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE
|LAW i the reader of this. message is not the intended recipient of the empioyee o agent responsible for delvering this

communication 1o the intended recipient, you are hereby nothed that any distnbution, use of copying of this COmMUNICALON is.
| prohibited

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

State Capitol Buiiding; Pierre SD 57501
Telephone: (605) 773-3201 Fax: (605) 773-3809
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Soutth Dakota
Public Utilities Cummlssmn

State Capitol Building, S00 East Capitol Avenue Prerre. Son

January 22, 1998

Alan D. Dietrich

Vice President - Administration
Northwestern Public Service Company
33 Third Street SE

Huron, SD 57350-1605

Dear Mr. Dietrich

On January 14, 1998, the Commission received an inquiry from Mr. Paul Muth of
Mitchell, South Dakota regarding the activities of NWPS personnel working at the
Palace Mall in Mitchell on the date of January 8, 1998 at 3:50 p.m_ With regard to
the activity being performed by Northwestern personnel at that location, on that
da‘e. at that time, please provide the following for that specific activity from its
initiation to its completion

1. A detailed description of the procedure used to separate jurisdictional from
non-jurisdictional service provided at the above location

2 Detailed workpapers and copies of supporting documents from the original
documents recording the activity to its final booking which account for all
expenses and investment provided by Northwestern Public Service Company at
the above location on January 8, 1998, and the separation of those expenses and
investment into jurisdictional and non-junsdictional categories

If you have any questions regarding the above. please contact me at the
Commission

Sincerely,

( .
/(u(ﬂZMI‘/‘”’
n

Dave Jac
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January 30, 1998

Attn: Jim Berg
PUC
State Capitol Building
500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-5070
RE: COMPLAINT ON NWPS
Dear Jim

Last week | senta in Public Service of Mitchell using a
PUC controlled monopoly to subsidize lhelr Northwestern private business sector.

Dave at Northwestern Public Service called me following the standard procedures of the PUC
to try to resolve the complaint

This letter is to officially notify the PUC that | am not satisfied with their response and | would
like the PUC to take the next course of action.

We will be waiting to hear from the PUC.
Sincerely.
MUTH ELECTRIC, INC
/ - 1'
Paul Muth
Vice President Project Operations

PM/Kkm

onal Answers For All Your Electrical Needs

1808 12 9879 80%) 3413884
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March 2, 1998

SDPUC
500 East Capitol Avenue SOUTH DA a
Pierre, SD 57501 JJHL'HK ¢ ‘7\&‘5‘%‘}

Attn:  Bill Bullard

RE: DOCKET # EL98-002

Dear Mr. Bullard

By this letter, we are officially requesting access to confidential information according to Article
20.10.01:43 for the above referenced docket number. Please keep myself or Mr. Terry Sabers
in our office informed of the next procedural step

Sincerely,

MUTH ELECTRIC, INC
1 Y

/ \

Paul Muth
Vice President Project Operations

PM/Kkm

BULLARD PM

nal Answers For All Your Electnical Needs

405) 9967300 (508) 1300486 (w08) 3520579 (%08) 3412854




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT FILED ) ORDER DISMISSING
BY PAUL MUTH, MITCHELL, SOUTH ) COMPLAINT AND CLOSING
DAKOTA, AGAINST NORTHWESTERN ) DOCKET

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY REGARDING )

ACCOUNTING FOR AN AFFILIATE )
TRANSACTION )

EL98-002

Jn January 14, 1998, the Public Utilities C (Cs received a

from Paul Muth, Mitchell, South Dakota, against Northwestern Public Service Company (NWPS)
regarding the accounting of costs for an affiliate transaction. The complaint states: "NWPS was at
the Palace Mall in Mitchell at 3:50 p.m. on January 8, 1998 They were using a utility pickup with a
bucket on it to work on the parking lot lights. We want to see the accounting in writing to show what
they charged the private side of their business. They were actually there ail day we were told later.
Just show us the accounting procedure in writing - nothing more, nothing less.” The complainant
requests that actual accounting of cost in the books for the utility versus the private venture side of
their business are shown to be properly allocated

On Apnl 22, 1998, at a regularly scheduled Commission meeting, the Commission deferred
this Al its regularty June 11, 1998, meeting, the Commission again considered
the complaint. It was deferred so that the complainant could review some recently received
information provided by NWPS. At its July 23, 1998, meeting, the Commission again considered this
matter but deferred its decision as Muth Electric’s representative was unabie to be present. Atits
reqularly scheduled meeting of August 18, 1998, the Commission considered the matter.

Pursuant to SDCL 49-34A-4 and ARSD 20:10.01:08 01, 20:10:01:09, 20:10:01.10, and
20:10:01:11.01, if a complaint cannot be settled without formal action, the Commission shall
if the P! shows pi cause of an unlawful or unreasonable act, rate, practice

or omission to go forward with the compiaint and serve it upon NWPS

The Commission has junsdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL 49-34A-2, 49-34A-4, and

ARSD 20.10 " 1.08.01 and 20 10 0109 The Commission found that there is no basis for the

., and finds no p cause to pursue the complaint further (Commissioner

Nelson dissenting) The Comm:ssnon voted to dismiss the complaint and ciose the docket. It is
therefore

ORDERED, that the complaint be dismissed and that docket EL98-002 be closed

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this 25 “~ ;b day of August, 1938

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

The undersigned hereoy certifies that tres
dacument has been se-ved today upon ol partes of p =)

record in ths docket ¥ ksted on the docket servce 20 / Z //C/ 2

it by facsmie or by frst class mad. m properly Y 7k £

s /iy, A et il JAMES A BURG aﬁtrman /

AU Aot !
LMLl LELTC
/ PAM NELSON, Commussioner, dissenting

/

224 UL e L et
LASKA SCHOENFELDER, Commissioner




120, 1998

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT
FILED BY PAUL MUTH, MITCHELL. SD.
AGAINST NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY
REGARDING AN ACCOUNTING OF COSTS
DOCKET EL98-002

DISSENT OF COMMISSIONER NELSON

I understand that allocation methods cannot precisely track everyone's notion of actual costs.
Allocations by their very nature involve some degree of judgment. Northwestern Public
(NWPS) is using judgment when allocating nonutility costs. Muth apparently has a different
judgment. Both may be supportable.

A regulated utility jointly providing deregulated services has an obligation to provide strong
assurance of fair treatment for both ratepayers and competitors. Ratepayers should not support
nonutility ventures, and competitors should not be forced to compete against subsidized services
NWPS already has the advantage of jointly using its personnel and equipment for regulated and

nonregulated service provision. We should seek all possible assurances that the allocations do
not lead to subsidization of nonregulated operations.

The only way to absolutely assure no cross-subsidization is to structurally separate regulated and
nonregulated business. This separation does not exist. so we should have strong assurance that
NWPS is properly allocating costs. Although NWPS's allocations appear supportable. the
evidence supporting the majority's decision simply did not satisfy the standard [ felt necessary to
warrant a vote to close this docket




	Auto-Scan4210
	Auto-Scan4211
	Auto-Scan4212
	Auto-Scan4213
	Auto-Scan4214
	Auto-Scan4215
	Auto-Scan4216
	Auto-Scan4217

