
BEFORE THE PLfBL-IC UTlLlf lES COMMlSSlOM 
OF T I E  STATE OF SOUTH DAMO'TA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAIN'T FILED B Y  ) 
PEER RAGNONE, RAPID <:IN, SOUTI1 DAKOTA, ) 
AGAINST BLACK HILLS POWER 8, LIGHT. ) 

1 

ORDER DlSMlSSlFlG 

On May 26, 1995 the South Dakota Publlc U t ~ l ~ t ~ e s  Comm~ss~on (Corr~mtss~on) 
received a cornpialnt from Peter Ragnone Rap~d Clty South Dakota statlng a:; follows 
"Black Hills Power 8 Llght Company (BHPL) IS constructing a project of hlgh voltage llnes 
that will decrease the aesthetlcs and the value of my property The stated project IS 

approximately 6 feet from the south boundary of my property The decrease In value will 
be caused by: (1) the aesthetlcs of the project and (2) the fact that the hlgh volt;gge llnes 
are perceived as a health rlsk (although medically the Issue IS inconclusive the pc!rcept~on 
of a problem can ward off potentla1 buyers) " For rellef Mr Ragnone requested the 
follovilng " the lines be moved away from the ne~ghborhood arid 11 not be burled Lastly 
if nothlng else. compensation to the property owners for the losses and lnconverllences " 

On May 16 1995 BHPL conducted a publlc rneetlng attended by Cornrn~ss~on Staff 
and affected restdents Gurlrlg thbs mttetlng BtiPI. explalned 11s plans to upgrade its 
transrntss~onldtstr~but~on llne and res~dents expressed thelr concerns about the plan 

PursuanttoSDCL49-34A4and/i~RSD201001 0801 20 1001 09 20 1001 10 
and 20 10 01 11 01 11 a complaint cannot be settled w~thout formal action the Conim~ss~on 
shall deiermlne rf the complaint shows pr~bable cause of an unlawful or unreason.able act 
rate practlce or omlsslon to go forward ~ t h  the compla~nt and serve it upon respondent 
BHPL 

On May 30. 1995. at its regularly scheduled meetlng the Cornmiss~on considered 
the ccmplalnt Peter Ragnone Dr Buehner (another horneowner), and 'Tom Fr~tz (attorney 
for Pat Hall. homeowner) explalned the nature of the11 complatnt Ted Massey. 
representative of BHPL, presented the poslt~on of BIiPL Mr Massey explalned that BI-1PL 
currently has a 12.400 volts exbstlng electrlc llne BHPL will construct a 69.000 volts 
electric line with a 12.400 volts under built electrlc llne to replace the exlstlrig 12.4,00 volts 
electric line. Pursuant to SDCL 49418-2 1 the Com~nlsston only has speclllc sltlng 
authority over an electr~c transmission llne w~th  a deslgn of 11 5 000 volts or more Steve 
Wegman of Commission Staff explatned the effects of EMF and the standards wlthln the 
electrical tndustry 

The Commlss~on flnds that the procedure followed by BHPL in upgrading 11s 
transm~ss~on/d~str~but~on lines and its publlc disclosure to the publlc d ~ d  not constitute an 
unlavdul or unreasonable act rate practlce or omlsslon As the Commlss~on's flnal 



decision in this matter, it is therefore, 

ORDEREC that the complaint 1s dism~ssed, and 11 IS 

FURTHER ORDERED that the docket is closed 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this - day of June. 1995 
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