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EPA bans 2 common toxic solvents

NASA uses both ‘trike’
and ‘perc’ as degreasers

Jim Waymar
Horiga Today
LRI TOINAY HFTWORK - FLORIGA

“Yeike™ and "perc” helped purify our
way to spacs, cleansing rockel parts 1o
maximize performance snd safety. Now
the federal government plans to banthe
two common solvonts, both used by
NASA, and onc primarily to dry dean
aur most coveted clothes.

Long term cxposure to the twe loxlc
anlvents, trich¥aroethylenn #nd par-
chlorgethylene, can be desdly. Ryt the
former, in particelor, has fucled cancer
and other chronic health concerns on
Florida's Space Coast and in ather aem-
space and milltary towns for decados.

While the twe solvents got phased
aut, cleaning up thelr torc legaey in
Brovasd County, Florida, and elsewhere
will take decadea.

What did EFA do and why?

The Environmental Protection Agen-
d it will ham trichl L
h:nc (TCE, or tiike} withit @ yeer, and
perchlotaethylene (PCE, or perc) within
10 years. Both aze used ai dCETCAICTS,
but the latter mostly far dey cleaning.
Trike is an extremely tade chemical
known to cause liver cancer. didney
rancer and mon-Hndgkin lymphoma,
according te the EPA, Tt damagod the
centzal nervous system, liver, kidneys,

TCE dominates a combined 2 sguare
allen of chemicaln that have plumed out
on KEC's grounds, a 207 RLORIDA TO
DAY mnalysls found.

More than s decade ago, NASA cati-
mated it would cost $96 million ovor 30
yram at K50 ta claan up trike and nthar
chemical plumes. Around the same
time, the Alr Force sald it could take an
sdditlonal 850 millken to get the rest of
Ite clennups that were oxpected undoe-
way at Cope Canaveral Spaee Foren Sta-
ton.

In 2021, Kennedy Space Center re-
ported an Increase of about $53 million
Ln unfunded environmental liabilities, &
provwrh of shaut 37%, batwaeen 2004 and
2019 - the ascond-highest grawthinun-
funded ocnvironmental liabllites (n
NASA. The lncrease happenzd because,
In2015, NABA officials changed the way
they estimated coste for a complex

One contaminated groundwater pluml lt the Kennedy Space Canter's Launch
Complax 34 #ncompaxsss 330 acres and s 83 fast deap, acrarding ta 2 2027
POt by the Governmant Acountabllity OFFlee usl COv L DFNAARY LA DO TORAY

ond its breskéown products. Out thete,
whnie man Iaunched totha maan, thow
chemicals 1each levels In the ground
thousands of times higher than federal
irinking water standaxts sliow. No one
drinks groundwater thero, but federal
law requirtes that the chemicals evento-
ally g¢t cdeancd up beeause the agulfer
la within a zone that one day could con-
ceivably be a source of drinking water.

wceo arva south of Patrick Space Force
Bagn cursently targmed for cleanup.
*rhat cleanup aite originated from feara
among residents that same World War
U-vra military wante Fourd ther was
tausing caneers and rase diseases,
Efforis \n the late 1980 and early
13901 falled to narn up any definitive
public health risk. But residents saw
thosecffortsnaa whil!wnh Thns!dm:

Ono E
pliamn at the X&' Launch Camplex 34
encompasses 330 azres and is BO feet
decp, according to a 2011 rapnn by the
federal G lity Of-

immune system and or-
gank and can cause fetal heart defrots,
These rieks happen at oven ttace lovels.

A 2023 Unhverxity of Rechester study
found causal finks between TCE and
Parkinson's discase. Vinyt chloride, one
of trike's breskdown products, can be
evon more carcinogeale to Ge Bverthan
TER. Prre alkn i knawn fn canes liver,
kidney, brain and testicular cancer and
to hapn the immune, nervous and re-
productive systems.

Sclvants on Space Coast

By far, the most common contaml-
nant at Kenredy Space Center 18 trike

fice. The chemical plume I= about
700 million gallons of Impacted ground-
‘water and contains an estimated 3,000
t0 6,000 pounds of trike and other chin-
rnated volatile organic compounds,

Thrast to neighborhoods?

Bame who Tive near Patrick Space
Force Base have for docades fearad the
dangers  fram  triike, chlombenzene
{uaed in DD producticn during and af-
tor World War 11) and other commanly
used solvents from past military end
acroepace activities,

Mare than 300 homes lie within a 52-

Wine Club

Today in local aews wine:

Join USATCDAY Wine Club

and discover the hidden gems
of small, family-owned wineries
from around the country.

Your six-bottle
starter box
is only $5.

Scan to join our Wine Club
family, and get 40% OFF

your first order!

Queationa? Call us:
+1{8BA) 366-2151

Visit ue: wineclubusatnday rom.

ndeg leter. 8 radiologi and
£anear aurvivor wha grew np in Satnllitn
Reach, Plarida, braught the issue back
1othe farefront, after she and a few daz-

cleanup peoject at Launch Complex 34,
a 125 acre aite heavily contaminated
with TCE.

KEC's envimnmental remodiation
budget typleally is about $10 milllon per
yrar, acentding m NARA afficials

s the drinking water safe?

Tn Arevord, generntly, the deinking
watet ia not at risk from TCE o7 PCE. But
industrial solventa such ns trike end
other chemicals that contaminated

ing water ncar militacy bases
around the country, such as Camyp Le-
[pine in Jackranville, Rarth Casnling,
have been linked with outbreaks of can-
cers aad other rare diseases, aparking

#n athers from the ates weze dlegnosed  Lawsuits and federal Intervention.

with cancors gt young agex, what lang provided # dogree of pla-
After multiple slble denlability to the mithasy regand-

obiying by activists and media atten-  Ing the need for an environmental

tion that brought environmental actlv-
ist Erin Brockovich into the mix, the fod-
eml] governmont pledged to study end
cloan vp properties of willing homo-
awnnza near Patrick Space Parce Rasn,
i inatances where #0i) or groundwater
contamination ls found.

Potentlal costs of clssnup
NASA's Kennedy Space Center had

been finding trike and related com-
pounds in the groundwater for decades.

cleanup at & military disposal ite just
south of Patrick Space Force Baso was
the fact that drinking wator to the
beachsido aren comes from malnlend
sonmena,

Moyt of the TCE at KSC and the Cape
Canaveral Space Forco Statlon launch-
pads s stopped Ffrom roaching decper
aquifers - where dsinking water could
someday boe drawn - by a natural clay
layer about 40 feet underground. But in
nome epots, the solvents reach mare
than twice that depth.

HNOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
SOUTH DANOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
WHAT: Mutics of Public Mestings neganding Permit to Cotatruct a Cstion Dioside Transmiveion
Pioaing In ene counile of Basdin, Brookings, Brown, Clwk, Cogingion, Davison, Edmunda,
Grant, Hamiin, Hand, Hyde, Kingehury, Lake, Lincoln, McCock, MePhersan, Minnshsha, Miner,
Sanbom, Epink. Sulty Tumer, end Unlon.
WHEH AND WHERE:
MITCHELL: Wednsaday, Jarusry 15, 1026, st 0:00 s.m., CT
Mitchel! High Scnood Perfonming Arts Canter,
&21 N. Capital 5L Micheil, South Dakota,
SIDUX FALLS: Wednmnilsy, Janusry 15, 2025, si 5:00 pm, CT
HUB Audiorum, Southeast Tochnical Callage,
2001 N. Caresr Avae, Sloux Falls, South Dakota,
DE SMET: Thursday. January 18, 2025, st 1£30 w.m. CF
Da Srmat Evant Conlor Theater, 705 Widar Lane, Do Smat, South Dakota.
mmmmrhund-y,m.nwmm at @00 pm CT
Hall, Ra Event Center,
1901 Ninth Ave. SW, Watertom. South Dakols.
ARERDESM: Friday, January 17, 2025, at W30 s.m, CT
Diakole Room, The Dakota Event Cente:, 720 Lamont S, Aberdeen, South Dakats,
REDFELD: Friday, Jsnuary 17, 2025, #t 8:00 pan.. CT
Redfield School Auditorium, 11 E. Stth Ave.. Redfiesd, South Dakate
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