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SDsu
CONTINUED from B1

hath men who hava
already filed that role
before at SDSLL.

Erlc Eidsness is return
ing for what will be his
third stint as the Jacks
offenzive coordinator.
while Mrian Rergstrom
will ba Jackson's defen
sive coardinatar,

Dergstrom spent the
last throee seasany as head
roach af Tivition [T Win-
ana State, posting an
1818 record {n his time
there Prior to that, Berg.
strom was the Jacks co-
defensive coordinator
{with departed head
coarh Jimmy Rogors} and
snfeties conch. Ie also
spent time as the defen-
sivo coordinator at
Augustana.

Eidsness comes back to
SDSU after six seasons st
Nnrihern Minnts, whers
he spent time as affensive
coordinator and quarter-
backs coach.

Eidsness was previgus.
Iy the Jarka playeallar
Trom 1999 2003 and 2014
2010, with a atint ax head

coach of Division 13
Southwest Minnascia
State in between,

Eidsnass ghawed him-
self tobe & nimbio and
flexibils offensive coach,
directing the run-heavy
offenses that were pow-
ered Ty Zach Zennerand
Tatar designing rocord
setting passing attacks
with Taryn Christion,
JTake Wisneke and Dullas
Goedert. The Jacks set
school records for total
offense and total potats
under Eidsness in 2017
and then surpassed both
of them the following

vear.

"Ericbrings a ton of
erperience on the affen
sive slde of 1he ball and
I'm really fired up to have
a South Dakstan on staff
who knows everything
abaout the past, prosent
and futare af Jackrahbit
football.” Jeckson sald
“The olfense 1kat we've
run at Seuth Dakata State
for the last 1p-plux yeers
really originated with
Foric, and each offensive
caordinator since has put
his own twist and
approach on 1t

Vince Benedotto, wha

recently stepped down an
haad coach at Sioux Falls
Joffersan high achonl,
will Ba Jacksan's tighr
ends coach, A former
Jackrabbit tight and him-
10}, Banedatto want 29-14
in four seasons leading
the Cavalierz, whirh
included a perfect 1.0
season and 11AAA state
championship In the just
the schoel’s second year
of existence.

Alxa Jolning the offen.
sive stafT will he Daontae
Cooper, who will be +un
ning backe coach after
sarving that same role at
1daho this past season
alongside Jackson, who
was the Vandals defen
slve cosrdinalar bofore
taking aver at SDSU,

Cooper was a runnlng
back for the Washingion
Huskies, and after start-
ing his coarhing caresr
there as a recruiting
asglatant, spent throe suc.
cassful soasons as the
head coach of Highline
High Scheol Lty Burien,
Wash.

Alsa expectad n Jnin
1he staff as speclal teams
coordinator Ls Tsalah
Juchson, a former

Jackrabbit linebacker
who has been working as
an asxlatant at Cal Navis,
and previausly speni tine
on the stafl at USF under
Jed Stugart and at West
Virginia State under Jon
Anderson. While there,
Jacksan helped devalop
fuhirs NSIC rack champi
on and eurrent Arizona
Cardinal Neanis Gardeck.

Meanwhile Anderson,
who was let go by USF
after the 2022 season,
Annodnced Wednesday
he’s jolning the defensive
etafl at North Dakota
under new heed coach
Eric Schmldr.

this football program
even more spacial than #
already is,” Jacksen sald.
*T'm ready. F'mt propared.
I have seen and exper-
enced so many different
things throughout my
carcor that I have no
dnuht that we'rer going to
take this foothall pro
gram to new heights.”

An Omaha native, Jack-
s¢n began his associatlon
with SDSU focthoil as B
player from 2003-05. He
Inined the Jackrahbits'
coaching atall as a gradu
ata eselerant in 2032,
when BDSU began its cur-
rent streak af 12 senaecy-
ive in tha

as head coach

Dan Jackson was for-
mally introdoced Friday
meorning as the 22nd head
caach in Seuth Nakota
Stata fonthall histary
returtiing 1o the program
tn whlch he played and
began hls eollegiate
coaching career.

“South Dakota State L1
& rpecial place, and it's
juat so comforting to be
back. I cannot wait to
begin thls journey and
make this tinlversity and

Football Championship
Qubdivision playclfs. He
was elevated Lo corner
tacks coach iz 2014 and
aluo shrved as recruitlng
coordinatey, special
teama conrdinator anrd
assistant head coach
untler John Stiegelmzier
before moving on to
Northern inois follow-
ing the 2019 seascn.
Jackson conched two
seAnany at Narthern [1i-
nols, then was hired at
‘Vanderbilt, where he
coached defensive backs

during the 2022 and 2623
aeasons. In 2024, Jackson
heramea A defpnxive coor
dinater for tha fest time
when he joined the coach-
ing staff at Idaho under
former Jackrabbit col-
league Jason Eck. He also
coached tha linebackers
for a Vandals squad that
advanced to the quarterfi.
nals of the FCS playslf.
Jacksen recently was
tabbed to became defen-
slve coordinator at New
Mexion under Bek,

"There's a new land
scapt In eollege football,
and theae things can
change and morph and
Thovea, but oy standards
will not change,” Jackson
sald. “Our goal will
always be to win a nation-
al champlonship. OQur
goal will always be to be
tha best football program
in the conniry. Wa will
evolve, and we will grow,
and we will thriva in tha
new landscape of college
football ™

South Dakola Stata
Alhigtics

VIKINGS
CONTINUED fram B1

“It's excitlng to step
inta an envirgnment like
we're yolng to stop into
Mondey night,” sald Dar
nnld, whe harame the
first quarterback in NFL
history to win 14 regular
spagon games in his first
soazon with a team.
“(Fanryhody) Ix axelted
abaut it, but we know we
have ta put in the wnak te
earn the excitemont wa'ee
golng to fael.”

Vikings wide receivar
Justie Jefferson was sec
nnd in rerpiving yards

Repiiblic

with 151 and slxth In
receptions with 103 whila
adding 10 touchdowns.
Running back Aaron
Jotios gained & turver-
high 1,138 yards with five
touchdewns.

While Darnold was list-
ed on the injury report
with a sore quad, he was
a full participant in prac-
tios Thursday and is
expectad ta play. Dafen-
sive ond Patrick Janes [1
(knea) did not practics,
while Jonea {quad) was a
limited participant.

Darnnid witl ha ont tn
avenge a 3¢ 2¢ defeat at
Loe Angelex on Dot 2¢.
‘That came just four daye

afer p 31-29 loss to the:
Lions.

Minnesota recovered to
win nine consecutive
games before their 21-9
dnfeat tn Weak 1R At
Detroll.

My confidence lavel
that we can get him hack
on track Ls as high as It
could be,” Vikings head
coach Kevin O"Connell
aald aftar Darnald threw
for a seaxgn low 165 yards
zyainst the Lions. T
know our coaches feel the
same way, and [ knaw,
maost importanily. his
teammates feel the same
way

‘The Rams recovered

STATE SCURES
& STORIES.
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Sanbarn, Spink, Sully, Turngi,
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and Unkan

WHEN NG WHERE,

MITCHELL: Wednesday, lanussy 15, 203K, at10:00 mm., CT
Milchell High School Performing s Center,
B21N. Capital S¢, Mitchell, South Dakota
SIOUX RILLS: Wadnatey, Janary 16, 2035, # 5:00 pam, CT
HUA Juditorium Southeast Tecanicni Col ege.
2001 N. Coreer llve, Sloux Farls, Soulh Dakote.
DE SMET: Thursdey, January 18, 2028, at 130 a.m., CT
Qe Smet Event Center Theater, 705 Wilder Lane, De Smet, Souln Dakete.
W ITERTOWN:
Kampeska Hall, Ramaols Hotsl & Weletown Event Canter,
1501 Ninth Iva. SW, Watenowm, South Dakola.
11 BERDEEN: Fridsy, Juuary 7. 2025, at 10:30 a.m,, CT
Dakola Room, Tne Dakols Event Cente:, 720 Lamont St lberdeen, South Dauota
REOFELD: Fridoy, Jesuary 7, 2025, 4t 6:00 pw., CT
Redfleid Schoo * ludnonium, 1 E Sikth 1 lve ,Redfled, Souin Dakota.
Pirmyant 1 SO Chageas 49 418, fom S0 i Gabrst PUSK Ut e Corenit i [0 60 wlt hoie oz it

Thursciay, January 16, 2025,
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from a 14 start to win
ning of their next 11
games and clinch tha
NFC West in Wosk 17.
Coach Sean McVay rested
moat of hiz key perannnel
in Weok 19, buta 30 25
Toss to tha Beatle
Seahawke drapped Los
Angeles to the No. 4 seed
and a date with the
Vikingr ingtead of the
Washingran
Commanders.

The Rams not enly
warked their way throvgh
early sgason injuries o
wide receivers Puka
Nacua and Cooper Hupp,
but the offensive line was
in seramtle mode
through the first month.

The cffense racoverad
behird veteran quarter
hark Matthew Stafford,
who threw for 3,762 yurds
and 20 touchdowna, with
eight Intercaptions. He
was sacked 28 times.

“H's full facux, 100% on
the Vikings and the chal
lenges that they present,
but we're alio human
belngs and care for the
peaple nf onr communi-
tx" Stafford said. "Hope
fully It’s » gremt ancape
for pecple that have been
golng through lough
times.”

Nacua led the Ramas in
receptions (79) and
receiving yards {930), and
scored three touchdowns,
while Kupp had 67 recep-
tions for 710 yards and six
scores. Kupp had just four
catehes, 54 yards and no
1oiichdawns over his final
1hree games. Kyren Wit
liams rushed for 1,299
yards and 14 scores.

‘Without furure Hall of
Fame defensive tackle
Aaren Donald, @ young
Rams dofenaive Jine blos.
somod with second.year
players Byran Young and

Keble Turner, alongside
rookles Jared Verse and
Braden Flake,

But the Los Angeles
offenas struggled immodi-
ately after a 44-42 home
victory over the Ruffale
Riila on Dec. B. The
cffense averaged Just 147
points over the nex: three
games, but alf were vigto-
ries lad by tha dofense.

“Let'n get B gnod, tight
plan together,” McVay
sald. “Let's make sure
that we have anawers, but
uwitimately a clarlty far
nuir players first and fnre-
most and then the ability
for them to go cat it
loosy.”

Cffensive: tackle Rob
Huwonhistain (shoulder)
mlased the final two regu.
lar-reason gamen hul Is
expected to play Rockle
runnlng back Blake
Corum (forearm) is done
for the soason.

2025 TRNVEL DY TES HERE NOW!

Request a FREE AROCHURE today!

t BLUEBIRD GUIDED TOURS

WKLKSEN DISCOVERY CRUISE & LUND
July 29 - Xugust 11

NOVN SCOTIN & PRINCE EDWYRD ISLUND
Yugust 12-21

CH¥NMDIMN ROCKIES TRMIN
HBugust 16-25 & September 16-25

CM LIFORNIN OREGON TRN IN

September 3-12

IRELEND & SCOTLYND

Septambar 9-33
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WX SHINGTON D.C, & NYC
Saptember 30 - October 7

NYC & NEW ENGLWND FNLL FOLINGE
Octabar 9-17

Join us for online travel shows
Every 1st Tuesday of

1.888.506.1276
info@blusbirdguidedtours.com
www.BluebirdGuldedTours.com

PROMO CODE: MITCHELL
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