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LANDOWNER RALLY

Set - January 13 in Pierre

By Amanda Radke

Last ycar, during the 2024
legislative session, we were
told by an clected official in
a testimony on the floor that
the proposed carbon scques-
tration pipeline, and the leg-
istation that would be created
arpund it, would sct the prec-
edent for “50 years of projects
ahcad.”

Although I'm sure thia poli-
tician meant it as a promise of
opportunity, from my vantage
puint as a landowner sitting in
the gallery above, it sounded
forcboding, like a threat to
my land and private property
rights.

And why would I, and so
many others, have that reac-
tion to this statcment?

It could be perhaps that
morc than 100 landowners
had alrcady, at this point, re-
ceived condemnation papers
and threats of cminent do-
main use from a privatcly-
owned, out-of-state company.

It could be because we see
the Green New Lreal coming
into our state, and the thought
of grcenwashing the entire
prairie with tens of thousands
of acres of ugly solar panels
and wind turbines makes our
stomachs churn.

It could be because we have

seen the demise of rural com-
munitics, with main strect
businesses closing and thou-
sands of small and mid-sized
family farms going out of
business cach ycar in fa-
vor of increased consolidation
and corporatization of our
food supply.

W know and can clearly
sec that the “get big or get
out” mentality has permeated
our rural, agricultural statcs,
perpetuated by government
programs incentivizing some
markets and creating uphecaval
in other markets, and it’s not
what a fair and truc capital-
ist, free market socicty should

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
SOUTH DAXOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

WHAT: Notice of Public Meetlngs regarding Permit to Construct a Carbon Dioxide Transmission Pipeline in
the counties of Beadles, Brookings, Brown, Clark, C 1, Davisen, Ed ds, Grant, Hamlin, Hand, Hyde,
Kingsbury, Lake, Linceln, McCook, McPherson, Minnehaha, Miner, Sanborn, Spink, Sully, Turnar, and Unian.
WHENAND WHERE:
MITCHELL: Wednesday, January 15, 2025, st 10:00 a.m,, CT
Michell High School Performing Arts Center,
821N. Capital St, Mitchell, South Dakota.

SIOUX FALLS: Wednesday, January 15, 2025, at 5:00 p.m,, CT
HUB Auditorium, Southesst Technical College,
2001N. Career Ave., Sioux Falls, South Dakota,

DE SMET: Thursday, Janusry 16, 2025, at 14:30 a,m,, CT
De Smet Evert Center Theater, 705 Wilder Lane, De Smel, South Dakota.

WATERTOWN: Thuraday, lanuary 16, 2025, at 6:00 p.m., CT
Kampeska Hall, Ramkota Hotel & Watertown Event Center,
1901 Ninth Ave. SW, Watertown, Scuth Dakots.

ABERDEEM: Friclay, January 17, 2025, at 10:30 a.m., CT
Dakota Room, The Daketa Fvent Canter, 720 Lamant §t., Aherdeen, South Daknta.

REDFIELD: Friday, January 17, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.,CT
Redfield School Auditerium, 111E, Sixth Ave,, Redfie!d, South Dakota.

Pursuant 1p SDCL Chapter 49-41B, the South Dakota Public Utilties Commissian [Commission) wi hotd public Input
meetings at ine sbove tmes and places on an application fled by SCS Carbon Transport LLC (Applicant) to construct a
carbon gloxide (CO2) vansmission plpeline [Project). The Project which has been named the Midwest Carban Express
pipaline, is approximalely 2.500 miles of pipelines for the transportation ol CO2 from ethanol plants across S states,
including 15 in South Naiota, 1o sequestration sites in North Zakola. The main line of the proposed roule enters South
Dakots in Lincoln County at the lowa/South Dakots barder and extands In a narthwestery diraction. exiting 1he state al the
South Dakota/North Dekola botder In McPherson County, Major comporents aad associated facilttes planned in South
Dakota ar expected toinclude pump stations, main line valves, launcher-racetver sites, and appreximately 15 tota; miles
of temporary and permanant access roads as part of the Project In addition to the main line and other components. the
proposad Project includgs latgral and trunk iines cannecting athanal plants throughout the eastarn part of Scuth Dekola 1o
tha main line, The total propasad iength of pipalines 1hrough South Oakola is appraximataly BS8 miles and will czoss the
counties of Beadle, Brockings, Brown, Clark, Codington, Davison, Edmunds, Grani, Hamlin, Hand, Hyde, Kingsbury, Lake,
Lincoln, McCaok, McPhoison, Minnehaha, Miner, Sanbom, Spink, Sully, Tutnar, and Union. Applicant estimates tha tols! cost
ol the proposad Projactin South Dakota to be $1,354,563,747

The purposa of the publk inputmeastings will ba to hear public comments regarding the parmit Application and the Project
At the meetings, Applicant will prasent a briaf description of tha Project, aftar which interasted persons may appear and
presant their views, comments, and ding the A & copy of the Applicatios is on fite with the sudttor
In each of the above listed countles pursuantto SOCL 48-418 and atthe Commissicn's office in Pierre, ¥he Application and
a1t pther documents In the docket, Inckiding detalled maps of tha Project, may be sccessed on the Commission's webshe
at puc.sd.gov under Commission Actlons, Commission Dockets, 2024 Hydrocarbon and Carbon Dicxide Plpeline Dockets,
HP24-001.

Pursuant to SDCL 49-41B-T7, the partlos Lo this proceeding are currently the Applicant and the Commission Stafl. Each
municipslity, county, and govessmental agency in the area where the faciifty is propased 10 be sited; or any person rasiding
in the area where the facility is prepased te be sited: or any directly Interested persan, may be granied party statis In this
proceading by making timely wrilten application lo tha Commission. Applications for party status will ke svalleble at the
public input mestings & May be obteined from the Cammission's webslte. Applications far party s1atus must be received by
the Commissian an of before 5:00 pm. CT, January 24, 2025, The Commisslon wiil 8iso accept commenls in writing from
anyens, ether by mail, personal delivery, or e-mail until the time of the final decislon. You only need to apply for party status.
if you want to participals formally In the case by putting on testimony or other factual evidence, conducting discovary,
cross examining whnesses, making legal arquments, and to presarve yaur right 1o appeal to the courts Hyou do not believe
the Commission’s decision is legally terrect. You do not need to have party status in order to submil writtén comments.

Faliowing the public input meetings, the Commission may schadule & tarmal evidentiary hearing conforming o 5DCL
Chapter 1-26 to conslder ksues ralsed by any party or the Cammission set, At such a farmal hesring, all pariies will have
the apportunity to appear, present evidence, snd ¢ross-axamine the other parties’ witnesses, and exarcise all other rights
storded by SDCL Chapters 1-26, 49-1, and 43-418 and ARSD Chapters 20:10:01 and 20:10:22, Including rights of appeal ta
1he courts.

For approval. the Applicant must show that the proposed Projoct will comply with 2ll applicable laws and rutes, will not
pose 8 threat of serious injury to tha environmant nor to the social and economic condlion of Inhabhants or expacied
inhabitants in the siting area, will not substantially impair the haealth, safety or welfare of the inhabitants, and will not unduly
interfarg with the orderly davelopmenl of 1he reglon with due consideration having been ghian to the viaws of goveming
bodies of affected local units of government. Based upon thesa factors, the Commission will decide whether the permit
10 construct should ba granted, denied, or granted upon such terms, conditions, or modifications of the construction,
nperatian, ar malntananta A8 thi Cnmmisslon finds aparopriata.

Pursuant to SDCL 49-418-28, a permit fram the C for tha cor lan of a trar fachity may supersede
ar precmpt any county ot municipal land use, zoning, or buliding rvles, regulatons, or ofdinances bpan & finding by the
Commissian that such ruies, o feguwistion, o ordinances. as applied to the proposed route, are unreasonably resticlive
in view cf existing tachnelogy, factors of cost, or econamics, or neads of parties where located I or gul Of the county of
municipality. Without such a finding by Ihe Commission, no route shalt be designated which violates local lsnd-use zoning.
ar building rutes, or requitions. or ordinances.

Pursuant to the A with Disabliities Act, these will he held in physically accessible locations. Please
cantacl the Public Utititles Commission at (05} 773-3201 at least 48 hours peiot to the meeting if you have special needs
sp arrangements can be made to accommodate you.

The Commission’s conact infermation {s: Ph (605} 773-320% puc.sdgov; puc@statesdus; 500 E Capiiol Ave.,
Pigrre, SD 57501,

Fublished Infee 4mes. oy Ihe South Dsxata PUC ol 4 tatal eppeasimate codt of $676.50.

Ieok like,

So now when we hear about
“fifty years of projects,” we
look at it with eyebrows raiscd,
and When politicians  give
passionate  spceches  about
“economic development” and
“valued-added agriculture,”
their messages falls increas-
ingly flat.

If your idcas of picking win-
ners and losers in agriculture
(using our tax payer dollars,
by the way) worked so well
and improved the lives and
apportunitics of family farms
and runches, then why are our
reral communities carved our?
Why are we struggling to keep
small schools open? Why ace
the main strects sitting empty?
Why arc fewer young people
able to get involved in produc-
tion agriculture?

Perhaps (I'll say the quict
part out loud herc), your ideas
of economic development and
valuc-added agriculture really
is about funncling our hard-
earned money to the corpo-
rate donor class and the inter-
ests of billionaires, rather than
serving the very people who
call this prairic “home.”

Folks, we are in the middle
of an outright land grab in
our rural state one that
holds the future of our rural
landscape in the palm of its
hand.

These developers  bringing
in their artificial intelligence
data centers, grcen cnergy
projects, sustainable aviatien
jet fuel plants, and ridiculous
carbon pipeline scams dn
nothing for the average citi-
zen and the families who have
planted roots here.

here in Ayover coun-
ry  a place that used to be
largely overloovked  we arc
very much the center of dis-
cussion and attention on a na-
tional stage. And why would
that be? Could it be becausce
s0 many acres of wide open
prairic, with access to un-
adulterared natural resources,
might be quite valuable to the
corporations who desperately
want aceess to it?

And could the people finally
be realizing the truth that
the only thing standing in the
way of their “progress,” is
YOU, thc landowner?

I'vc often contended that he
who controls the land, controls
the food, and who controls the
foad, controls the people.

Who do you want holding
that much control? A wide
range of diverse, independent
familics to create a robust and
well-spread out food system?
Or a corporatized, consolidat-
ed machinc that creates cheap
food and food deserts, while
ultimately pushing familics
into big cities, off the land, for
good?

If T paint a grim picture, 1
apologize, but there’s no way
to sugar coat the impact of
some of these proposed “fifty
years of projects ahead.”

However, despite these cx-
ternal threats that seck to elim-
inate our beloved farming and
ranching communitics, [ am
actually quite optimistic about
what's ahead in 2025. With a
change in administration and
certain shakeups coming, now
might be the opportunity for
eAtreprencurs, innovators,
and creative young people o
find their way back to rural
America,

I am hopeful about what is
ahcad, and I believe we are
well-positioned to create a cli-
mate where we truly control
the land under our feet.

In the state of South Da-
kota, we have important dis-
cussions that will svon arisc as
we welcome a new year. The
2024 primary and gencral
clections have given us a new
class of legislators in Pierre
with bath the House and Sen-
ate lcadership changing hands
to individuals who have prov-
en their commitment to stand
with landowners.

We have a rcal shot at get-
ting the cminent domain re-
form we descrve in South Da-
kota, and wec have a mandate
by the peopic to gei this done.
If our defeat of RL21 was any
indication  where the voters
turned down a carbon pipe-
line bill with a 59% NO vote
in 65 of 66 countics  then
the message is loud and clear:
strengthenced private property
rights are desperately nceded
and expected in South Dako-
ta, without delay.

On January 13, I invite you
to join us as a landowner rally
in Pierre, 5D, at noan in the
Capitol, where we will send a
message to our legislators that
will echo the halls of the ro-
tunda  in South Dakota, we
may be open for business, but
we are not for sale! Now, let's
get to work.
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