
BIO FOR FAITH SPOTTED EAGLE 

English Name:  Faith Spotted Eagle 
Dakota Name:  Tunkan Inajin Win , Standing Stone 
Residence address:  Box 667, Lake Andes, SD  57356 
Cell:  605 481 0416 landline:  605 487 7769 
eagletrax@hotmail.com 

Faith Spotted Eagle is a 65 year old grandmother who lives on Ihanktonwan Dakota Territory 
(Yankton Sioux) in Southeastern South Dakota.  She is a fluent speaker of the Dakota Language 
and a member of the Ihanktonwan, although she descends from the Sicangu, Hunpati, 
Hunkpapa and Mdewakantonwan and has French/Irish blood through her grandmother Julia 
Deloria and John McBride.  She has two children.  Kip Spotted Eagle is a Dakota Language 
Instructor and Brook Spotted Eagle is a Ph.D candidate at the University of Washington in 
Cultural Anthropology. Her new grandson  is Tokana Ikpanajin Spotted Eagle.  

In the western world, Faith earned a Master’s in Guidance and Counseling in her early twenties 
at the University of South Dakota, although she attended college at American University in 
Washington, DC and Black Hills State College, Spearfish, SD., also.  Throughout her long career 
she has been a high school counselor/teacher/principal; manager of Human Services Programs 
and Youth Programs; Indian Child Welfare Worker; Organizational Development Consultant; 
Teacher in a Psychiatric setting; Peacemaker/mediator; Community College Instructor; PTSD 
therapist and Community Activist. She was also a women’s basketball coach in Idaho. As a 
young student she was an intern in the office of Sen. Geo McGovern; served as an intern with 
the National Park Service in Glacier Park, Montana; provided student input to the early 
development of Talent Search Programs in Chicago, Illinois.  She worked with the 
groundbreaking Coalition of Indian Controlled Schoolboards in Denver, Colorado, the 
organization which played an important role in returning Native control of schools.  She was 
one of the early instructors at Sinte Gleska College in Rosebud. She did the early work of 
repatriation and cultural resources work at White Swan in her homeland at Ihanktonwan in a 
historical Section 106 foreclosure on the Corps of Engineers for disrupting a burial grounds.  She 
works in Native communities with her model Healing from Red Rage, which has been widely 
used in Native Communities in the US and Canada.  She also contracts with the Veteran’s 
Administration utilizing this model.  She is a trained mediator/peacemaker and incorporates 
traditional peacemaking with western approaches of peacemaking  Her priority is the preserve 
the good medicine of the Dakota Culture for the future.   

In the Dakota/Native world, she has been active in teaching the Dakota language in language 
nest settings; been a 20-year member of a revived traditional Brave Heart Society; comes from 
a Sundance family; and has helped revive the Isnati Awicadowanpi (Coming of Age Ceremony) 
for the last 18 years across the Seven Council Fires. Her Red Rage Model has been utilized in the 
Brave Heart work.   She has been active in leading resistance against Tar Sands Development 
and the KXL Pipeline. As the Chair of the Ihanktonwan Treaty Committee and Brave Heart 
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Society Grandmother , she helped bring forth the International Treaty to Protect the Sacred 
against the KXL Pipeline and the Tar Sands. She is the volunteer Manager of the Brave Heart 
Lodge on the Ihanktonwan Reservation, which seeks to preserve Dakota cultural beliefs for the 
future.  Brave Heart recently cooperated with other entities to revive Lacrosse/shinny in the 
Ihanktonwan homelands.   She has been a delegate of the Treaty Committee NGO at the United 
Nations.  She is the current Chair of the Ihanktonwan Treaty Steering Committee. She helped 
create an important cultural survey of Ihanktonwan lands along the Missouri River in South 
Dakota and other Treaty lands.  Her priority has been to battle for the preservation of Sacred 
Sites through Brave Heart Society support of the World Peace and Prayer Day, represented by 
Bundlekeeper, Arvol Looking Horse. She will be a featured speaker at World Peace and Prayer 
Day in June of 2014 in New York.  
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