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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES O:OMMISSION 

. OF THE STATE OF SOUTH nLoTA 

I 
j i 

HP14-002 IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
OF DAKOTA ACCESS, LLC FOR AN 
ENERGY FACILITY PERMIT TO 
CONSTRUCT THE DAKOTA ACCESS 
PIPELINE 

PRE-
1 

FILED TESTIMONY OF 
----+-ORRIN GEIDE ___ _ 

I 
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA) 

:SS 
COUNTY OF MINNEHAHA) 

Orrin Geide, being first duly sworn on his/her oath, deposes and states as follows: 

Please state your name and address. 

Orrin Geide 

46134 263rd Street 

Hartford, SD 57033 

How are you involved with the Dakota Access Pipeline project? 

I am a landowner in Minnehaha County, South Dakota affected by the proposed Dakota 

! 

Access Pipeline. 

Please describe the history of your family's land ownership, and whether farming 

will be continued by younger generations. 

EXHIBIT 
b 
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. I 

My land is ourlfamilies home place which was purchased by my father in 1950 and has 
• 1 I 

been passed d~wn to me so that the farming operation could continue. This land will be 
i I 

affected by the[probosed Dakota Access Pipeline. 
I 

i 
! 
' I 
I 

Please describ:e yo,ur current farming operations. 
! I 
I I 

I grow corn, soybeans and livestock. We use conventional and no till operations. 
! I I 
i I I 

To the best yo~r ~owledge, what area(s) of your p~operty will the Dakota Access 

I I 
Pipeline cross? 1 i 

i ! I 
It will cross thr~ug~ the east side of my quarter along the section line affecting crop 

: I I 
; I I 

ground and als<h m~ pasture which is contains my buffalo herd. 
' ' ! , I . 

. I 
How close is t~e p~peline to any building, bin or pe~, water source, or farming 

i i I 
facilities (i.e., storage area, feedlot, grazing area, ett.)? 

i I I 

It will run right:. on lop of my water source which I havlje three wells that I draw from. 
' I 
i I 

. ' I 
' I 

. ' ' I 
' I I 

Please describ~ an~ special characteristics of your property and farmland, and/or 

whetheryou pian fo build any houses, outbuildings) shelter belts, or other structures 
! I 
I I 

on your property.! 

I have plans roJ pla~ting a shelter belt where the propofed pipeline will nm tlrrough. 

I . . I 
I I 
I I 

I I 

. I 
I I 
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i 
i 

. I 
i I 

Please descri~e wtich of your farming operations 1r other land uses will be 

I I I 
impaired by the Dakota Access Pipeline and how they will be impaired. 

Th h. h. I ~~ I. I d d fi .. I 'II b tl . . d b h e tg y profl. uc~tve an use or ratsmg our crops wit e grea y 1mpa1re y t e 
: I 

pipeline. If th~ pip~ line is built, our crops will never oe the same. Disturbed soil from 

pipeline installltiaA and the heat produced from the pikeline after installation will both 
i ' I 
' I I 

have detrimen~l e¥ects on crop land. It will never return to it's highly productive state. 

i I I 
In addition, when ap oil spill occurs, it will leave our farmland and crops saturated. That 

. l I I 
land can no lo1ger fe farmed and is considered worthless. That was proven by the oil 

spills in both B~nt1n, Mich. on Sept. 16, 2014 and in rsmarck, ND on Sept. 29, 2013. 

We are also gr~atlyi concerned with stray voltage that tpay come from this pipeline. The 
i I I 

soil, mineral arld mbisture content of the land in additibn to steel posts are all conductors 
, I I 
' I I 

of electricity. There are 3 wells on that section of land that our family runs livestock 

through. If str~y vLtage were to occur, it could be hJardous and possibly deadly to our 
1 I I 
' I I 

~.' I livestock. 

I 
, I 

Has your fajlan~ been improved with drain tile? I If so, please describe whether 
1 1 1 
' I 

you are conce1nedl that pipeline construction may d,amage and impair the drain tile 

performance *d i~vestment. I 
. ; I I 

I am waiting approval from the NRCS for drain tile installation in the fall of2015. 
! l I 
! I I 

Pipeline constrUctiop will greatly impair the drain tile performance and investment. 

t i I 
i 

I 
I 
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I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

Do you belie.l thL the Dakota Access Pipeline will pose a threat of serious injury to 

the environmLt lr the inhabitants within the sitin~ area? If so, why? 

Yes! I are veJ coLerned about an oil leak which wJul~ get into our water supply. In 

addition, the p~peli~e is proposed to run I< mile to the[west of Wall Lake, which is 
i 

approximate1yJ2 Y4 miles from our land. Wall Lake is patt of the aquifer system to the 

city of Sioux Falls. It is the backup reservoir to our highest populated city. An oil leak 
· i I 

will have devaktati~g effects! lj 

i I 
: I I 

Do you believl th!t the Dakota Access Pipeline wil~ substantially impair the health, 
. I 

i i i 
safety and we~far~ of the inhabitants ofthe siting area? If so, why? 

Yes!! This pr6posld pipeline will be carrying HAZMIDOUS MATERIAL! It is 

extremely fla~ma~le. Bakken crude oil has a low flJhpoint and may be more explosive 

h . : l i d "l I . l . '' Th I . b . t an conventwna qru e 01. t ts a so toxtc.. e cancer-causmg agent, enzene, ts 
' I I • ' i 

detected in the 'oil. I Breathing benzene can cause dro~siness, dizziness, tachycardia 
: I i 
; I I 

(rapid heart rate), Headache, tremors, confusion, unconsciousness, and death. I am 
: I I 1 ! 

very concerned forjan the inhabitants in the sitting are~. 
: I I 
. ' I 

Have you be.,; su~d by Dakota Access Pipeline to c~mpel court ordered access to 

your land? If~o, ~1) Has Dakota Access Pipeline p~ovided you any legal authority 
' I I I ' 

(i.e., state stat~te) r•pporting its claim that you bay no right to exclude Dakota 

Access from your land at the time of said lawsuit? dnd (2) Have you incurred legal 
' I ! 
i I I 

fees in defending against said lawsuit? 
I 
! 

I 

-4-



I 

I 
. , I 

Yes, I have bein s~rved with a Summons and Complaint for Preliminary Injunction to 

Provide Survet AJcess. No, Dakota Access has not J
1

rovided me with any legal authority 

• • 
11 .I y I h d . . I I 1 fi supportmg Its c atm. es, ave an contmue to mcur ega ees. 

· I I 
' I ! I 
! I 

Has any representative of Dakota Access Pipeline made any statements to you or 

h th. ·I b II. t t ? If I I I . ot ers at you ~ teve are no rue. so, pease exp am. 

i I I 
At the January\22, ~015 public meeting in Sioux Falls, I had asked the Dakota Access 

. i I . d' h . 11. . Aft I k d h representatives: numerous quest10ns regar mg t e ptpe me proJect. er as e t ese 

questions and ~a vel my concerns, Joey Mahmoud, Viol President - Engineering, stated 

that we have "frea,~y talked about most of these issu~s". That statement was simply not 

! I I 
true. None of the questions that I asked have ever been personally addressed to me or to 

: I 
my family- not thtt night and not to this day. 

I I 

Please state a~y o~ber concerns you have regardinj the Dakota Access Pipeline. 

I I 
I am concerned with all of the proposed project "benefits" that Dakota Access is 

• j l 

proposing. The estimated monetary benefits that the s~ate receives in the short term 
. : I 

does not comp~re to the long term monetary benefits that Dakota Access and the 'big 
' , I 
i ! I 

oil' companies ;will! be filling their pockets with 'indefinitely'. Alaska does not have 

. ta. d : I th tth . ffth .I lin D . 1' mcome x ue; to r~venues a ey rece1ve o e p1pe es. o not approve a p1pe me 
: I , 

that will not befefi~ our state for the life of that pipelJe. 

If the pipeline ~eJit is approved, I am also greatly coLemed with how that will effect 

~ 1 1 
our property value. ! 

. I I 

I 
I 

I 
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I 
I I 

When an oil s~ill ~appens, who will pay for the clean up? When our farmland is left 
I I 
' I 

saturated and torthless, what kind of financial compensation will be offered? Will it be 

to the landow~ers latisfaction or will things wind up L long protracted legal battles in 
i I . I 

~~ I I' 

I i : 
Pipeline spills are inevitable whether it be from material, welding and equipment failure, ' I I 

corrosion or thie environment. Pipelines require constlnt monitoring and accidents may 
· ~ I . I 

result from un~etected failures due to insufficient or delayed monitoring, deficient 

. . 1 I d . 'd ... I f l I I mtegnty managemfnt proce ures or ma equate tram1~g o contra center personne . am 

very concemeJ abJut the quality and installation ofth~ pipeline as well as the monitoring 

I 
I of this line. 

i ! ; 
Another GREAT cbncem is that there is no state agenpy/inspectors/etc that will enforce 

. : I I 
permit conditidns, basement agreements or "police" tHe pipeline. That is very 

t I . I 
FRI GIITEN!Np t, my family and to nryself. They air just given a free pass to do as 

they please on the l'and that we have worked so hard to take care of!! 
; I I' . I 

I ' . I 
. I 

! l ! 

Would you be,avapable to present testimony and respond to questions during the 
' I • I 
; I ; l 

formal hearing scheduled for September 29 through October 8, 2015? 
! I ' I 

Yes i , ·.· I 
' I I . 
. , t I 

: I 
Does that conelud~ your testimony? I 

! 

Yes. 

' ' 
.-6-

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
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