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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

' 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN .THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
OF DAKOTA ACCESS, LLC FOR AN 
ENERGY FACILITY PERMIT TO 
CONSTRUCT THE DAKOTA ACCESS 
PIPELINE 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA) 
:SS · 

COUNTY OF Minnehaha 

HP14-002 

PRE-FILED TESTIMONY OF 
Marilyn Jean Murray 

Marilyn Jean Murray, being first duly sworn on his/her oath, deposes and states as 

follows: 

Please state your name .and address. 

Marilyn Jean Murray 

1416 S. Larkspur Trl. 

Sioux Falls, SD 57106 

How ai·e you involved with tlie Dakota Access Pipeline project? · 

I am a landm¥!1er in Lincoln County, South Dakota affected by the proposed Dakota 

Access Pipeline. 

Please describe the history ofymu· family's land ownership, and whether farming 

will be continued by younger generations. 

4/26/1883 Land was Homesteaded by Philip Eichhorn-~ 
. __ : _:- He was given a Patent (deed) September, 1887. 

4-16-1896 sold to Paul Niche! for $1800. 

2/28/1920 Quit claim deed from Rose (daughter of Paul and Sophia Niche!) & Milo 
Hoffman to Sophia N ichel. · 
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4/23/1923 Sophia Niche! sold to Gilbert Schoffelman for $18,000. $112.50 per acre-
. ' . . 

8-1-1930 Upon Gilbert's death distribution to heirs in 1931-Dora (wife) 1/3 and to 
children remaining 2/3 rds (John, Hilda, Aldrich, Henry, Elmer, Laura, Esther) 

10-27-1947 Dora Schoffelman sold 1.02 acres (Lot HI) to the state of South Dakota for 
roads. 

4-23-1959 Upon Elmer's death his share was conveyed to his mother (Dora). 

6/11/1959 John Schoffelman purchased from his siblings and his mother for $37,840 -
$236.50 per acre. 

12/4/1959- John added Leona's name 

5/18/2004- termination of Leona's name on deed due to death 

3/23/2004- John deeded to children- Janice Petterson, Mavis Parry, Linda Goulet, 
Corliss Wiebers, Shirley Oltmanns, Marilyn Murray & Kevin Schoffelman w/Jolm 
having Life Estate 

4/13/2012- Tennination ofJohn's Life Estate 

The question of whether fanning will be continued by ti.Jture generations remains to be 
,determined. 
Tillable acres will probably continue to be leased for row-crop fruming and pasture acres 
for cash rent for several years. However discussions have taken place for development of 
the land starting with the 3 building eligibilities. 

Please describe your current farming operations. 

The tillable acres are fatmed by Jerry and Bill Crevier and the pasnire is rented by Scott 

Daggett. 

To the best your lmowledge, what area(s) of your property will the Dakota Access 

Pipeline cross? 
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Future development potential diminished dueto restrictions of building on pipeline and 

lack of desire for homeowners to live near pipeline. There is currently an existing 

housing development Y:z mile NE of our farm, located outside of the City of Tea as well 

as a second development planned (zoning has been changed to agriculture/residential) Y:z 

mile directly north of our farm. These developments are outside of the City of Tea growth 

plan. Just because a particular city doesn't have these affected areas in their growth plan, 

doesn't mean they won't be developed-:- unless of course pipeline easements restrict the 

development: 

Has yom· farmland been improved with drain tile? lfso, please describe whether 

you are concerned that pipeline construction may damage and impair the drain tile 

performance and investment. 

Yes, it has been drain tiled and parts o,f it are clay tile. I am concemed that the tile may 

:.crumble by excavating the ground near it, construction equipment going over it or by 

additional underground pressure from settling aftetwards. 

Do you believe.that the Dakota Access Pipeline will pose a threat of sel"ious injury to 

the environment m· the inhabitants within the siting area? If so, wliy? 

Yes. Ruptures, oil leaks, environmental damages in the fi.tture. As steward of the land 

our obligation is for also for future generations. 

In February, the Wall Street Joumal compared oil from 86locations around the world and 

found Baldcen crude oil to be the most explosive. This was introduced December 11, 

2104 in the Assembly Resolution No 191 State ofNew Jersey 216'" Legislature. 
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Do you believe that the Dalwta Ac.cess PiJ1eline will substantially impair the health, 

safety aud welfa1·e of the inhabitants of the siting area? If so, why? 

Watershed damage as East Beaver Creek drains the Watershed North and West of Tea 

' 
and flows through our frum, eventually into the Big Sioux River and then the Missouri.· 

Will eliminate the potential for future development due to people not wanting to reside 

near an oil pipeline. 

Have you been sued by Dalwta Access Pipeline to compel court ordered access to 

ymn·land? U" so, (1) Has Dakota Access Pipeline provided you any legal authority 

(i.e., state statute) sup[lOrting its .claim that you have no right to exclude Dakota 

. Access from your land at the time of said lawsuit? and (2) Have you incurred legal 

.fees in defending against this lawsuit? 

Yes- I have been sued. 

·:No- Dakota Access has not provided any legal authority (state statute).' 

Yes- I have incuned legal fees. 

Please state any other concerns you have regarding the Dalwta Access Pipeline. ' . . 

The fact that their plan is to run the pipeline through Minnehaha and Lincoln cotmty 

shows total disregard for the. welfare of our state, it's inhabitants and the fi.tture 

development in the this area. I'm concerned it will lower my property value. 

Would you be available to present testimony and respoml to questions during the 

formal hearing scheduled for September 29 through October 8, 2015? 

No. 
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Does tltat conclude your testimony? 

Yes. 

~~~~I~ ~wy 
Subscribed and sworn before me this /~of ..JUiiJL.._) , 2015. 

a-A~df&eu;ouf 
Nota1y Public- South Dakota 
My Commission Expires: 9-7- /7 

<SEAL> 
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