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*1 Federal Judicial Center 

Part I. Overview 

10. General Principles 

10.2 Role of Counsel 

§ 10.22 Coordination in Multiparty Litigation—Lead/Liaison Counsel and Committees 

Complex litigation often involves numerous parties with common or similar interests but separate counsel. Traditional 

procedures in which all papers and documents are served on all attorneys, and each attorney files motions, presents 

arguments, and examines witnesses, may waste time and money, confuse and misdirect the litigation, and burden the court 

unnecessarily. Instituting special procedures for coordination of counsel early in the litigation will help to avoid these 

problems. 

  

In some cases the attorneys coordinate their activities without the court’s assistance, and such efforts should be encouraged. 

More often, however, the court will need to institute procedures under which one or more attorneys are selected and 

authorized to act on behalf of other counsel and their clients with respect to specified aspects of the litigation. To do so, invite 

submissions and suggestions from all counsel and conduct an independent review (usually a hearing is advisable) to ensure 

that counsel appointed to leading roles are qualified and responsible, that they will fairly and adequately represent all of the 

parties on their side, and that their charges will be reasonable. Counsel designated by the court also assume a responsibility to 

the court and an obligation to act fairly, efficiently, and economically in the interests of all parties and parties’ counsel. 
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