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REPLY TO: Sioux Falls 605-332-5999
From the office of Miles F. Schumacher

e-mail address: mschumacher@lynnjackson.com

September 4, 2019

Via Electronic Filing

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen

Executive Director

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Re:  Docket #EL19-003; Application to the SD PUC for a Facility Permit to Construct
A 300 megawatt Wind Facility

Dear Ms. Van Gerpen:

Please find attached an Archaeological and Traditional Cultural Property Inventory for Crowned
Ridge Wind, LLC. Also attached is a corresponding Certificate of Service.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Enclosures
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south dakota

J STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

September 3, 2019

Mr. Scott Phillips

SWCA Environmental Consultants
295 Interlocken Blvd. Suite 300
Broomfield, CO 80021

RE: SDCL 1-19A-11.1 Consultation

Project: 150904001S — Archaeological and Traditional Cultural Property Inventory for the
Crowned Ridge I Wind Turbine Array, Addendum 1

Location: Multiple Counties

(PUC)

Dear Mr. Phillips:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced project pursuant to South
Dakota Codified Law (SDCL) 1-19A-11.1. The South Dakota Office of the State Historic
Preservation Officer would like to provide the following comments concerning the effect of the
proposed project on the non-renewable cultural resources of South Dakota.

On August 19, 2019, we received your letter dated August 15, 2019, and the report entitled
“Addendum 1 to Level III Intensive Archaeological and Traditional Cultural Property Resources
Inventory for the Crowned Ridge Wind Turbine Array, Codington and Grant Counties, South
Dakota,” by the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO), Spirit Lake
THPO, Yankton Sioux THPO, HDR, Inc. and SWCA Environmental Consultants.

Based on the information provided in the report, we agree with the following determinations of
eligibility:

e newly recorded properties 39CD0179, 39CDO0182, 39CDO0183 and previously recorded
properties 39CD0092, 39GT0057, 39GT0208, 39GT0227, 39GT0228 and two sections of
the Minneapolis and St. Louis Rail Road (39CD2015.1 and 39CD2015.46) were evaluated
and determined to be not eligible/ non-contributing for listing in National Register of
Historic Places (National Register).

900 GOVERNGCRS DRo PIERRE® SD 57501 oP { 605077303458} F{605077306041}0HISTORY.SD.GOV

DEPARTMENT OF EGUCATION {DOE.SD.GOV} 021589

P——




The newly recorded portions of the Great Northern Rail Road (39CD2013) and the
Burlington Northern Railroad (39GT2000) should be considered contributing to the
overall eligibility of the property.

A total of 419 properties were identified, recorded and evaluated as Traditional Cultural
Properties (TCPs) by the THPOs. The following properties should be considered eligible

for listing in the National Register for Criterion A:
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According to the report, the THPO’s determined the proposed project will alter characteristics that
make the TCPs eligible for listing in the National Register in a way that will diminish the integrity
of setting and feeling. NextEra Energy Resources (NEER) and the THPOs developed the document
entitled “Historic Property Monitoring and Discovery Plan for Crowned Ridge Wind and Crowned
Ridge II Projects, Deuel, Grant and Codington Counties.” The plan addresses protocols for
construction monitoring and management/ treatment of inadvertence discoveries.

In addition, the report outlines measures developed by NEER and the THPOs to avoid, minimize
and mitigate the effects of the proposed project to TCPs. The report also addresses ways to avoid
negatively impacting the Minneapolis and St. Louis Railroad (39CD2013) and the Burlington
Northern Railroad (39GT2000).

Given the above, we have determined that the proposed project will not encroach upon, damage
or destroy any archaeological property or TCP that is listed in the State or National Register of
Historic Places or the environs of such property pursuant to SDCL 1-19A-11.1.

We appreciate the efforts made by all parties to consider the effects of the project on the non-
renewable cultural resources of South Dakota. If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact Paige Olson at Paige.Olson@state.sd.us or (605) 773-6004.

Sincerely,

Jay D. Vogt
State Historic Preservation Officer

Paige Olson
Review and Compliance Coordinator

Cc: Jane Watts and Renee Boen, Archaeological Research Center

021592



Dianne Desrosiers, Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Erich Longie, Spirit Lake Tribal Historic Preservation Office

Kip Spotted Eagle, Yankton Sioux Tribe - Tribal Historic Preservation Office
Ben Rhodd, Rosebud Sioux Tribal Historic Preservation Office
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION )

BY CROWNED RIDGE WIND, LLC FOR A ) EL19-003

PERMIT OF A WIND ENERGY FACILITY )

IN GRANT AND CODINGTON COUNTIES ) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

)

I hereby certify that true and correct copies of an Archaeological and Traditional
Cultural Property Inventory for Crowned Ridge Wind, LLC was served electronically to
the parties listed below on the 4th day of September, 2019, addressed to:

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen

Executive Director
patty.vangerpen(@state.sd.us

Ms. Kristen Edwards
Staff Attorney
Kristen.Edwards(@state.sd.us

Ms. Amanda Reiss
Staff Attorney
Amanda.reiss(@state.sd.us

Mr. Darren Kearney
Staff Analyst
Darren.kearney@state.sd.us

Mr. Jon Thurber
Staff Analyst
Jon.thurber@state.sd.us

Mr. Eric Paulson
Staff Analyst
Eric.paulson(@state.sd.us
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Mr. Brian J. Murphy

Senior Attorney

NextEra Energy Resources, LLC
Brian.j.murphy@nee.com

Mr. Tyler Wilhelm

Associate Project Manager

NextEra Energy Resources, LLC
Tyler.Wilhelm@nexteraenergy.com

Mr. Mikal Hanson

Staff Attorney

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 E. Capitol Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501
Mikal.hanson(@state.sd.us

Ms. Cindy Brugman
Auditor

Codington County

14 First Ave. SE
Watertown, SD 57201
cbrugman(@codington.org

Ms. Karen Layher
Auditor

Grant County

210 E. Fifth Ave.
Milbank, SD 57252
Karen.Layher(@state.sd.us
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Mr. David Ganje

Representing Intervenors Mr. Allen Robish.
Ms. Amber Christenson, Ms. Kristi Mogen,
Ms. Melissa Lynch and Mr. Patrick Lynch
Ganje Law Offices
davidganje@ganjelaw.com

/, ites T-8chumacher
Attorneys for Applicant
Lynn, Jackson, Shultz & Lebrun, PC
110 N. Minnesota Ave., Suite 400
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
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