
B ' FORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

lN THE MATTER OF THE 

APPLICATION BY CROWN 

RJDGE WIND, LLC FOR A 

PERMIT OF A WIND ENERGY 

FACILITY IN GRANT AND 

CODINGTON COUNTIES 

EL 19-003 

lNTERVENORS' 

OBJECTION TO LATE FILED 

EVJ DENCE AND MOTION TO 

STRIKE 

I. lntervenors object to Applicant's late-filed effort to submit evidence and testimony by 

way of Applicant's July 8th 2019 letter with attachment to Commission Staff Counsel, 

and lntervenors move that the Commission strike this letter and its contents from the 

record, and that the Commission and its Staff decline to consider Applicant's late-fi led 

evidence and testimony in the above entitled proceedings. 

2. Applicant attempts by its letter to the Commission dated July 8th 2019 regarding 

Agency Correspondence fi led by U S Fish and Wildlife as an opportunity to add to 

Applicant 's record in this proceeding. Applicant uses agency correspondences filed by 

US Fish and Wildlife on July 2nd 2019 as an opportunity to argue for its pending 

Application by presenting statt:ments and arguments that are hearsay and include out-of 
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-court facts, opinions and conclusions. These arguments and statements by Applicant 

are provided by Applicant's so-caJled expert, Kimberly Wells, who as an Applicant 

witness fa iled to appear at the hearing in chief in this proceeding. The effort of 

Applicant is an unmitigated effort to violate the scheduling Order and established 

procedure of this Commission; and is an unmitigated effort to deny Intervenors due 

process of the law. The party submitting and signing the letter on behalf of the 

Applicant did not show up at the hearing, but yet now finds the time to "educate" the 

Commission and its Staff in response to a letter the Commission_received from US 

Fish and Wildlife reflecting grave concerns with the appropriateness of the pending 

Application. 

3. Intervenors object to Applicants attempt to enter evidence and argument into the record 

after the evidentiary hearing has closed. The letter should not be considered by the 

Commission. The July 8th letter of Applicant violates the scheduling order as well as 

the instructions of the Commission concerning procedures to be followed for the 

pending Application. 

4. The July 8th letter in question goes on at some length to argue that NextEra, NOT the 

Applicant, maintains "good environmental practices." It is clearly recorded in the 

record of this proceeding that this so-called holding company or company holding a 

substantial ownership in the Applicant will not stand behind the proposed project. 

When asked during the evidentiary hearing whether NextEra, would guarantee the 

performance of the proposed project NcxtEra absolutely and unconditionally refused. 

The words, representations and braggadocio of NextEra should not be accepted or 

considered credible. 
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5. Intervenors fu11her object to Applicant's allegations in the July 8th letter regarding how 

Applicant wi ll be in compliance with any Fish and Wildlife policies and 

recommendations in the proposed project. There is no project. Applicant in the record 

in this proceeding (which record is and has been closed) failed to indicate where it will 

place turbines in the proposed project on wetland easement lands. And Applicant has 

fai led to indicate where it will "move" existing turbine locations in the proposed 

project. To suggest in this belated letter that Applicant will comply with USFW 

easement policies is false. Applicant has not presented that in the record. Applicant 

has not identified on which properties Applicant wi ll place turbines, including 

properties encumbered with wetland easements. It is impossible to even consider 

Applicant's arguments found in the letter under these circumstances. Applicant is 

creating smoke where there is no substance behind the smoke. The letter is an illegal 

and unacceptable method of presenting in support of an Application. Applicant in the 

letter suggests it has avoided all parcels with grassland or combination 

wetland/grassland USFWS easements on them. This is a further attempt by Applicant 

to state what it did not show in Exhibit A55 in the record. This is an attempt by 

Applicant to introduce hearsay and out-of-court testimony after the case is c losed. 

6. The July 8th letter of Applicant is a late attempt to help its argument in favor of the 

pending Application. This act violates the rules of hearsay, violates due process of the 

law, violates the scheduling order and procedure of the Commission and violates any 

3 

020545



principle of fair play which must always be at the forefront of a procedure considering 

an application for a public permit. 
/. 

Dated t.his _x_ ~y ,of...-~ \l.( ~ , 2019 
Isl David L Ganje \I~ 
Ganje Law Offices ~ 
17220 N Boswell Blvd Suite 130L, Sun City, AZ 85373 
Web: lexenergy.net 
Phone 605 385 0330 
davidganje@ganjelaw.com 
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BEFORE THE SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
BY CROWNED RIDGE WfND, LLC FOR A 
PERMIT OF A WIND ENERGY FACILITY 
fN GRANT AND CODINGTON COUNTIES 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen 
Executive Director 

EL 19-003 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
patty.vangerpen@state.sd.us 
(605) 773-3201 - voice 

Ms. Kristen Edwards 
Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
Kristen.edwards@state.sd.us 
(605) 773-3201 - voice 

Ms. Amanda Reiss 
Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
amanda. reiss@state.sd. us 
(605) 773-3201 - voice 

Mr. Mikal Hanson 
Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
mikal.hanson@state.sd.us 
(605) 773-3201 - voice 

Mr. Darren Kearney 
Staff Analyst 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
darren.kearney@state.sd.us 
(605) 773-3201 - voice 

Mr. Jon Thurber 
Staff Analyst 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
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Pierre, SD 57501 
jon. th urber@state.sd. us 
(605) 773-3201 - voice 

Mr. Eric Paulson 
Staff Analyst 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
eric.paulson@state.sd.us 
(605) 773-3201- voice 

Mr. Miles Schumacher - representing Crowned Ridge Wind, LLC 
Lynn, Jackson, Shultz and Lebrun, PC 
101 N. Minnesota Ave., Ste. 400 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
mschumacher@lynnjackson.com 
(605) 332-5999 - voice 
(605) 332-4249 - fax 

Mr. Tyler Wilhelm 
Associate Project Manager 
Crowned Ridge Wind, LLC 
700 Universe Blvd. 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
Tyler.Wilhelm@nexteraenergy.com 
(561) 694-3193 - voice 

Mr. Brian J. Murphy 
Senior Attorney 
NextEra Energy Resources, LLC 
700 Universe Blvd. 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
Brian.J.Murphy@nee.com 
( 561 ) 694-3814 - voice 

Ms. Cindy Brugman 
Auditor 
Codington County 
14 First Ave. SE 
Watertown, SD 57201 
cbrugma n@cod ington. org 
(605) 882-6297 - voice 

Ms. Karen Layher 
Auditor 
Grant County 
210 E. Fifth Ave. 
Milbank, SD 57252 
Karen.Layher@state.sd.us 
(605) 432-6711 - voice 

Mr. Allen Robish 
47278 161st St. 
Strandburg, SD 57265 
all en.robish@gmail.com 
(605) 949-2648 - voice 
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Ms. Amber Christenson 
16217 466th Ave. 
Strandburg, SD 57265 
amber@uniformoutlet.net 
(605) 756-4119 - voice 

Ms. Kristi Magen 
15160 471st Ave. 
Twin Brook, SD 57269 
silversagehomestead@gmail.com 
(307) 359-2928 - voice 

Ms. Melissa Lynch 
45971 162nd St. 
Watertown, SD 57201 
melissamarie101 O@yahoo.com 
(605) 520-2450 - voice 

Mr. Patrick Lynch 
45971 162nd St. 
Watertown, SD 57201 
Patrick.Lynch_m@hotmail.com 
(605)265-0326 - voice 

I heceby mt;ly that t,ue and ,o,,ect copies of the lnte,veno,s' Objectl~!T' 
File.,d_ (;¥idence was served electronically on the above named parties on 

~ ~ 2019. 

/s/ David L Ga~~ 

Ganje Law Offices 

17220 N Boswell Blvd Suite 130L, Sun City, AZ 85373 

Web: lexenergy.net 

Phone 605 385 0330 

davidganje@ga njelaw .com 
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