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The follow ng transcript of proceedi ngs was

held in the above-entitled matter at the Waverly-South Shore
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School Gymmasium 319 Mary Pl ace, Waverly, South Dakota, on

the 20th day of March, 2019, commencing at 5:30 p.m
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CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Call the neeting to order. Good
eveni ng, everyone. W appreciate you stopping by this
evening to chat with us and give us information on your
concerns and questions regarding the proposed wind facility.

My name is Gary Hanson. | amthe Chairman of the
Public Utilities Conmssion. Wth ne this evening are
Conmi ssioners Chris Nelson and Kristie Fiegen.

(Audi o feedback.)

| was waiting for the vibration to subside a little
bit there.

| have a nunber of things | have to go through from
a standpoint of just rules and laws pertaining to how we're
admnistrating this. They're not as conplicated as the NFL
rul es, but they are probably nore inportant to you than those
rul es.

W appreciate very much and thank Jon Meyer, the
superi ntendent of Waverly-South Shore School District for al
of his help. And | arrived a little late. I'mnot certain
if Jon is here, but we appreciate his work for this evening
very nuch

Qur purpose this evening is to hold a public input
hearing in docket EL19-003 titled In the Matter of the
Application by Crowned Ridge Wnd, LLC for a Permt of a Wnd
Energy Facility in Gant and Codi ngton Counti es.

On January 30, 2019, Crowned Ridge Wnd filed an
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application to construct a wind energy facility, with
associated facilities, to be located in G ant and Codi ngton
Count i es.

The proposed project woul d be situated on
approxi mately 53,186 acres in the townships of Waverly,
excuse nme if | mspronounce, Rauville, Leola, Gernmantown,
Troy, and Stockholm Twi n Brooks, and Mezeppa. The total
installed capacity of the proposed project would not exceed
300 negawatts of naneplate capacity. The proposed project
includes up to 130 wind turbine generators, access roads,
underground el ectrical collector lines, a collection station,
one permanent meteorol ogi cal tower, and an operations and
mai nt enance facility. Crowned R dge has executed a power
purchase agreenent with Northern States Power Conpany to sel
its electricity the full output of the project.

The project, if approved, is expected to be
conpleted in 2020. Crowned Ridge estinmates the total cost of
t he proposed project to be $400 million. A copy of the
application is filed wwth both the G ant and Codi ngt on County
Auditors. It is also available on the Conmm ssion's website
under "EL19-003" or by calling, witing, or stopping by the
Commi ssi on of fice.

At tonight's public input neeting, Crowned Ridge
will provide information to the public about the proposed

project and to hear public comments about the project.
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| nterested persons have the right to present their views and
comments regardi ng the application, and we encourage you to
do so.

Pl ease note that no PUC permt decisions are being
made tonight or in the immediate future. By law, the parties
to the proceeding at this tinme are Crowned Ri dge, the
Conmi ssion staff, and three other persons who have been
granted party status.

MS. CREMER. There's four now.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Four .

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Now there are four. Do | hear
five?

(Laughter.)

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Under Sout h Dakota | aw, each
muni ci pality, county, and governnmental agency in the area
where the facility is proposed to be constructed, or any
interested person or organi zation, may be granted party
status in this proceeding by making witten application to
t he Conm ssion on or before 5:00 p.m on April 1st, 2019; no
f ool s.

We have applications for party status forns
avail able here this evening if you would like to apply for
party status. The formis also available on the Commi ssion's
website or by contacting the Conm ssion. However, you do not

need to beconme a party to the docket in order for your voice
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to be heard by the Comm ssion.

The Conm ssioners are here this evening to hear
your comments and your concerns about the proposed project.
W will also be accepting coments in witing from anyone
either by mail, personal delivery, or emailing the Conm ssion
right up until the tinme of the decision. You only need to
apply for party status if you want to participate formally in
the case by presenting actual testinony or other factual
evi dence, conducting discovery, cross-exam ning W tnesses,
maki ng | egal argunments, and in order to preserve your right
to appeal to the courts if you do not believe our decision is
| egally correct.

South Dakota | aw requires us to base our decision
on evidence. Evidence is primarily gathered at the
evidentiary hearing. This meeting is not an evidentiary
hearing. It is a public input nmeeting. The Comm ssioners
and staff will use the information you provide this evening
and the concerns and questions that you express as
foundations for questions that we ask at the evidentiary
hearing, along wth all the other questions we normally ask.
Each of the Comm ssioners and staff assigned to this docket
t horoughly read all of the comrents submtted by the public,
and they are also filed in the docket.

Pl ease listen carefully to this particul ar

par agraph: For the permt to be approved, State |aw requires

G aci al Lakes Court Reporting 605- 868- 8925
www. gl aci al | akescourtreporting. com

1321g




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w Nk

N N N N S I N N N N T o i o e
o &~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ wN -+ O

PUBLI C | NPUT HEARI NG - March 20, 2019

that Crowned Ri dge nust show the proposed wind facility wll
comply with all applicable laws and rules, and it will not
pose a threat of serious injury to the environment nor to the
soci al and econom c condition of inhabitants or expected
inhabitants in the siting area. Additionally, the facility
will not substantially inpair the health, safety, or welfare
of the inhabitants and it will not unduly interfere with the
orderly devel opnent of the region with due consideration
given to the views of governing bodies of affected |ocal

uni ts of governnent.

Based on these requirenents, the Conm ssion wll
deci de whether the permt for the project should be granted,
deni ed, or granted upon such terns, conditions, or
nodi fi cations of the construction, operation, or maintenance
of the facilities as the Commi ssion finds appropriate. State
| aw requires that we issue our decision within six nonths of
the filing of the application. That deadline date is
July 30, 2019.

Qur court reporter this evening is Cheryl Kruse.
So, if you are going to address the Conmm ssion or ask
questions or address the applicants, please use the
m crophone. \Wen you speak, please introduce yourself, spel
your nane when you speak so we can get it on the record
property, and speak slowy, especially if you are reading.

To ensure fairness and inpartiality throughout the
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six months allotted to this process, the Conm ssioners and
their advisors are not allowed to engage in private ex parte
conversations wi th anyone regarding this project.

The Commi ssion's attorney, Karen Crener, is also
here this evening. She is not allowed to speak with you
regardi ng the docket and neither, of course, are the
Conmi ssioners unless we are in an open neeting, such as the
neeting we are in presently.

Some of the Conm ssion staff are allowed to speak
with you and answer your questions outside of an open
neeting. | believe three of those Conm ssioners' staff
menbers are here tonight: Darren Kearney; Eric Paul son; and
Brittany A son. You may speak with themif you have
guestions or need help with anything either tonight or as we
go through the permtting process.

Before we start, please make sure to put your
information on the sign-in sheets so we have a record of who
attended. Please nute your cell phones.

We're going to begin this evening by having the
representatives of Crowned R dge nake a presentation to
explain the project. Follow ng that presentation, we wll
open the floor to you. This will be your opportunity to nake
coments, to ask questions, and we strongly encourage you to
do so.

To help us this evening, excuse ne, ascertain how
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much tine to allot to each speaker, because we don't have al
of today and tonmorrow to do this, we would like to see a show

of hands of how many people believe they will be addressing

us this evening. Please hold -- keep them-- keep them up
for us.
M5. CREMER. | counted 10. So, we'll figure 12.
COW SSI ONER NELSON: | got 11

CHAI RVMAN HANSON:  Ch, and 12 woul d be there.

MS5. CREMER. Onh, there. (Ckay, yes.

COW SSI ONER NELSON: A dozen, so five -- four and
five. Ckay.

W' ve taken a private vote here, forgive us.

Five mnutes, wll that work for everyone? |If not,
someone with four mnutes can give one of their mnutes to
sonmeone el se, | guess.

W will begin this evening, then. ['Il turn the
floor over to the applicant. And please nmake presentation
and introduce your folks to us.

MR. W LHELM Thank you, Chairman Hanson

| would Iike to say thank you all for attending
tonight's public input neeting on behalf of the Crowned Ridge
Wnd project. M nanme is Tyler Wlhelm |'mthe project
devel oper of Crowned Ridge Wnd. |'m acconpani ed here
tonight with: Sam Massey, who is a part of NextEra's

devel opment team Mark Thonpson, who's a part of engineering
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and construction; Kinberly Wells, who's a part of
environmental services; and, Jay Haley, who is our sound and
shadow flicker consultant.

Ckay. Starting off about the applicant. The
applicant, Crowned Ridge Wnd, LLC, is a wholly owned,

i ndirect subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources or NEER
Aneri can-owned and operated conpany, NEER is the world's

| argest generator of renewable energy fromthe wind and sun.
NEER affiliates own 118 wind farms across the U S. and
Canada, three of which are |ocated and operating, currently,
in the state of South Dakot a.

Crowned Ridge Wnd, LLC submtted a facility permt
application on January 30th, 2019, seeking Facility Permt
approval to construct, own, and operate the up to
300 negawatt Crowned R dge Wnd project.

The Crowned Ridge Wnd project is -- project areas
is depicted to the right there (indicating.). It is
conpri sed of roughly 53,000 acres and | ocated in Codi ngton
and Grant County, South Dakot a.

Crowned Ridge Wnd does possess a Power Purchase
Agreement with Northern States Power, which is an affiliate
of Xcel Energy, and also reflects a $400 million investnment
in the state of South Dakota. The project has a proposed
Conmmer cial Operations Date in Decenmber of 2019.

The purpose of the project is to satisfy energy
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demands within NSP's service territory within the M SO
regional grid. Such demand has been recognized by both the
M nnesota and North Dakota Public Service Conm ssions and the
proj ect al so supplenents Northern States Power's pursuit of a
hi gher renewabl e ener- -- sorry -- pursuit of a higher
renewabl e energy generation m Xx.

The project is also intended to deliver a safe and
reliable project in Codington and Grant County conpati bl e
with existing |and uses, providing additional revenue
streans, creating jobs, and yielding |ocal benefits.

So, why now? Codi ngton County and Grant County
have successfully codified new siting requirenments for w nd
energy systens. Crowned Ridge Wnd has conpl eted the
necessary field surveys and micrositing of project
infrastructure, and adopted changes to the project site plan
to ensure conpliance with these newWy codified codes.

Land easenents have been obtained for 99 percent of
the project's proposed infrastructure and the South Dakota
PUC s si x-nont h-approval tineline does support the project's
proposed COD of Decenber 2019.

The project site plan is depicted on the right of
this page (indicating.) and reflects the project size of
roughly 300 negawatts. The project area is conprised of
53,186 acres and 45,935 of those acres are participating,

whi ch makes up roughly 86 percent of all acreage within the
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project area. |In total, 130 CE 2.3 negawatt turbines are
proposed. 117 of those turbines will have 116-neter rotor
di ameter and a 90-neter hub height, which creates a tota
hei ght of roughly 485 feet. And 13 turbines will have
116-neter rotor dianeter, 80-neter hub height, and a total
hei ght of 452 feet.

There is also 20 alternate turbine |ocations that
are proposed within the project area. The breakdown between
the two counties is roughly 95 turbines that are proposed in
Codi ngt on County and 35 turbines proposed in Gant. O her
project facilities to note are: Access roads to project
facilities; underground collection cabling; and, an
operations and maintenance facility are all in that building.

Wth the project cones both short and |ong-term
comunity benefits and -- which will result in a boost to the
| ocal econony. During the construction process, 250
tenporary jobs will increase the |ocal spend drastically,
including: Hotel stays; places to dine; and, places to --
for general business to be conducted. 1In the long term
there will be 7 to 12 full-tinme O&M jobs, which will be
created for the life of the project. As noted earlier, this
is a $400 million investment in the state of South Dakota and
there will be approximately $40 mllion in paynents to
| andowners over the life of the projects. W'IlI|l also see

i nprovenents to existing county and township roads that are
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-- that will result fromthe nobilization of project
infrastructure and deliveries.

This table below (indicating.), for those in
attendance who can see, reflects a breakdown of tax revenues
that will be generated and circulated within the State
totally roughly $37.3 million over the 25-year operating life
of the project.

Since we' ve been devel oping the Crowned Ri dge
projects for roughly 10 years, we've had the opportunity to
get involved with |ocal support of organizations, groups, and
events. The picture at the top there that you can see
(indicating.), we did sponsor the Crystal Springs Rodeo. W
donated funds to help create the South Dakota Wnd for
School s program W' ve participated for two years now in the
Kite Day at the Capitol where we've donated over 500 plus
kites.

W' ve partnered with the South Dakota
State University Wnd Application Center, as well as we'll be
donati ng turbine equi pment from deconmm ssioning projects
within the region to both Mtchell Tech and Lake Area Tech,
so the students have sone hands-on material to work on noving
forward

One of the bigger stories that we've been a part of
is -- with this project, there was a | arge turbi ne purchase

order that was placed with General Electric. That turbine
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purchase order allowed Ml ded Fiber 3 ass to keep their doors
open for at |east another three-quarters of 2018, and they
are still open today, and which saved roughly 490 jobs. And
it's something that we're very happy to be a part of.

| NDI VI DUAL | N AUDI ENCE: Can you speak up better so
we can hear you?

MR WLHELM  Yes.

| NDI VI DUAL | N AUDI ENCE: Thank you

MR WLHELM So, sone of the stakehol der outreach
t hat has been done has been in coordination with
Codi ngt on County and Grant County Pl anning and Zoni ng Boards.
W' ve worked very closely with the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate
Tribe, as well as sone of the others in the area.
Coordination with the U.S. Fish & Wldlife Service,

Sout h Dakota Gane, Fish, and Parks. And we've al so conducted
a coupl e of open houses since devel opnent has commenced. Al
of these stakehol der outreach activities have resulted in 99
percent conpletion of |land acquisition with no em nent domain
utilized.

The general project |ocation was sel ected based off
of four main items. The first one being the avail able w nd
energy resource in the area. W have over ten-plus years of
wi nd data that's been collected from our neteorol ogical
towers, and those have confirmed that there's a viable wnd

resource that is suitable to support a project of this
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magni t ude.

There is access to viable transm ssion
interconnection. The project area is situated with adequate
proximty to the Big Stone South Substation where there is
suitable infrastructure and avail able transm ssion capacity.

There's al so been a | arge anount of support for the
wi nd energy devel opnent. W have voluntary participation
from approxi mately 80 perc- -- 86 percent of all lands within
t he project area, sonme of which have had active w nd | easing
agreenents for ten-plus years. Also, the |and use and
envi ronmental resource conpatibility has been confirned,
wherein we've al so been able to avoid and/or mnimze the
i npacts of natural and cultural resources.

Crowned Ridge Wnd has worked diligently to nake
t he necessary changes to the project site -- to the project
site plan, excuse ne, to nmeet and exceed |ocal and state
siting requirenents. In 2018, both Codi ngton and
Grant County considered maki ng changes to their existing
siting requirenents. The nobst current county siting
requirenents are depicted on the board up here (indicating.).
One of the nore notable ones are: The increased setbacks for
non-partici pati ng occupi ed residences, which is 1500 feet;

t he adoption of a one-mile setback from nunici pal boundaries
at the tinme of the Conditional Use Permt application; and,

then, also, the limtation for noise and shadow flicker not
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being able to exceed 50 dBA sound pressure levels at the
property line within Codington; and, also, inplenmenting 30
hours per year of shadow flicker allowance.

This page represents Grant County (indicating.).
As noted for Codington, there's a 1500-foot setback from
residences. This is for both participating and non. The
one-m | e setback from nmunicipal boundaries was al so adopted
-- alittle bit different in Gant County is these -- the
noi se thresholds for non-participating and participating.

45 dBA is nmeasured from 25 feet fromthe perinmeter of the
exi sting non-participating residences. And the same -- |'m
sorry. And 50 dBA, 25 feet fromthe perineter of
participating residences and businesses. Simlar to

Codi ngton County, the 30 hours of shadow flicker allowance
has been adopt ed.

|'l'l go ahead and pass this over to Mark Thonpson
wi th the engineering construction.

MR. THOWPSON: Thanks, thanks, Tyler. So, I'Il
take this opportunity to wal k you through the major aspects
of the wind farmand the construction process associated with
t hese maj or aspects of the farm

The turbines that, as you know, is the generating
portion of the project. These consist of 117 GE 2.3 negawatt
turbines and 13, 2.3 negawatt CGE turbines. The collector

substation is |located at the geographic center of the
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project, in nost cases. It's a 34.5kV to 230Kv is the actual
transm ssion voltage that we have to set up to transmt the
power. And this is a fenced area that has breakers,
switches, major -- a main power transformer. Al of these
conponents are used to transmt or transformthe voltage,
then transmt it to the power systemthat we're connected to.

The underground col |l ection system the 34.5kV power
cabl es, of course, these are the cables that you use to
connect the turbines to the substation that | nentioned
before, and these are buried at a m nimum of 36 inches bel ow
the ground. And, of course, the &M facility. This facility
house the technicians that will maintain and operate the
site.

As far as the construction process is concerned,
t he turbine foundation, once the location is identified, the
area is stripped of the topsoil. W excavate to about eight
feet in depth, and then we nake preparations to install the
bolt cages, rebar cages, concrete to support. And then once
we pour concrete and it's cured, we start the erection
process. | want to nention that the concrete is either from
an onsite batch plant or a plant that is located offsite.

The erection of the tower are -- is done in stages.
The first stage, or your first section of the tower, is
attached to the foundation, that | nmentioned earlier, via

anchor bolts. Once those are torqued, the renai ning two
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sections of tower are installed using specialized cranes.
These cranes are sonetinmes capable of lifting up to 1800 tons
and can reach -- have a reach of about 107 neters. It's
about 350 feet.

The crane is capable of lifting the nacelle that's
affixed to the top of the tower, and also the rotor and hub
that's needed to conplete the turbine erection.

The underground collection lines that | nentioned
earlier, the installation of these is a quite interesting
process. The previously identified collection routes are cut
wi th trenches, open trenches, and the cables -- and
conmuni cati on cabl es and power cables are sinultaneously laid
while the trench is being cut. Once these cables are
installed, the trench is backfilled and conpacted to mtigate
erosion during the rainy season.

The substation construction process is usually
taking place at the same tine that they are laying collection
cables. It's a simlar process to the turbine foundation:
Meaning, the location is identified; the area is cleared;
it's conpacted; and, the necessary foundations are put in
pl ace. Once those are cured, then the steel structures are
installed, along with other equipnent.

As it pertains to the operation of the site, it's a
fairly sinple process. Wat it involves is a SCADA system

or a control system if you may, that takes inputs fromthe
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various entities or fromthe various equi pment and uses set
points that we put in to nake sure that the plant is operated
efficiently, reliably, and it's neeting all the requirenments
fromthe various conpliance entities, such as NERC

In addition to nonitoring the site 24 hours, a
24-hour operation froma centralized control site, we have
| ocal technicians, wind techs, that is usually onsite during
the daytinme and they will provide the necessary naintenance
rehabilitation that is needed to nmake sure the plant is
operated safely and reliably.

So, what happens after the plant has reached its
useful life? The Crowned Ridge project will be responsible
for deconm ssion of the project and all costs will be borne
by the project. Just to go into detail as to what w ||
happen: Renoval of the 130 turbines that exist and al
above-ground facilities will also be renoved; the roads and
staging areas not desired by the |land owner to remain in
place will also be renoved; the properties wll be restored
to pre-construction condition, including the vegetation, the
drai nage, and the environnental features -- features, sorry;
the roads will be repaired as needed to pre-construction
condi tion.

MR WLHELM Okay. I1'mgoing to take the tine to
wal k everybody through the project tineline. Wen devel oping

commenced back in 2006, we began the wind data analysis in
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capturing the process, as well as our initial steps in the

| andowner outreach process. Over ten years later in 2017, we
were able to execute a power purchase agreenent with
Northern States Power. W entered into the |ocal permtting
process in June of 2018. Conpleted the wind farm design

t hrough the end of 2018. Submitted our state application
with the Public Utility Conm ssion in January of '19.

Mat erial procurenment was conpleted in February of '19 and we
wi Il proceed with construction activities in the August
timefrane in support of an in-service operations date of
Decenber 2019.

Here is sonme contact information for the applicant,
Crowned Ridge Wnd, LLC, and you can also find additional
information on the application submtted in the project site
plan by visiting the South Dakota PUC website as noted on the
slide here (indicating.). Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Are you okay?

THE REPORTER  Yes.

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Wel |, thank you very nuch for the
presentati on.

Fol ks, this is your opportunity now to address the
applicant and tell us what your concerns are and ask them
what ever questions you m ght have. So, we're |ooking forward
to hearing fromyou. So, who is going to break the ice this

evening for us?
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Vel cone.

MR. NI CHOLS: Thank you. Can you hear ne?

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Wbul d you check and make sure the
mc is on?

MR NICHOLS: |Is that better?

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  That's great. Thank you, sir.

MR. NICHOLS: Can you hear ne back there?

Thank you very nmuch. M nane is Jim N chols,

J-i-m Ni-c-h-o0-1-s. 1've farned all ny life at

Lake Benton, M nnesota, and | don't work for anyone or
represent anyone. |'m here because it's been such a great
success for us as -- success for us in Lincoln County and
Lake Bent on.

After we got the | aw passed, Lake Benton becane the
largest wind farmin the world. And we started this 25 years
ago in 1994 and the original project was bought a couple of
years |l ater by NextEra, which neans Florida Power & Light,
that's how you started; NextEra's your parent conpany and
it's been a great project. W have a lot of |ocal jobs and
great paynents to farmers and a | ot of property taxes, and |
wll refer to that.

| also want to comend -- | taught school here in
South Shore. None of you remenber that, it was a long tine
ago. Wen | cane hone fromVietnam ny first job was in

Sout h Shore; great school, great kids, good years. And we
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had good teanms, but nothing |ike you ve had here. So, |'ve
wat ched you on TV. | wusually get Sioux Falls TV.

Lake Benton is just a couple of mles where ny farm a couple
mles into Mnnesota. And El kton, South Dakota, is actually
ny hone. | went to South Dakota State and started teaching
here. | don't have a clue how | ever got elected in

M nnesota, but | served 20 years as a State Senator and State
Secretary of Agriculture.

And just quickly about that. | wasn't a part --
menber of any party. |I'mnot into politics, but we needed to
make sonme advances after the 1980's, and | know sonme of you
went through that. W sure went through it in Mnnesota; it
was tough tines. W needed to find new markets. Back then,
we were inmporting 65 percent of our oil from Saudi Arabia and
| felt, and others felt, that we needed to nmake our own fuel,
so we passed it in 1991. And | did a lot of work to get that
passed as the Secretary of Agriculture, our ethanol
requirenent. And now, we have 20 ethanol plants, produce 1.4
billion gallons of ethanol and M nnesota farners deliver
al nrost 500 million bushels of corn to our 20 ethanol plants.

All my corn goes to an ethanol plant. | have a
wind turbine on ny farm Because of that success of ethanol
then, | worked hard to pass our wind energy law in 1994 and
then we started -- and that was with Xcel Energy needed to

store their nuclear waste. M proposal was, then, to start a
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nucl ear waste if they go into renewable energy. | started
small. | only got 400 nmegawatts in the beginning. Now, 25
percent of all wind -- all the energy in Mnnesota has to

cone fromrenewabl e, and nostly wi nd, by 2025. Congress
passed our M nnesota ethanol law in 2007 and we're hoping

t hat Congress passes our Mnnesota |aw for wi nd energy, soon
woul d be ni ce.

It's, truthfully, as a farner, one of the best
t hi ngs that ever happened. M best crop is nmy turbine. It
runs 24 hours a day. | call it nmy "conbine in the sky" and |
deliver ny product at the speed of light to M nneapolis and
St. Paul. M contract's with Xcel Energy. At the beginning,
Xcel Energy didn't like me for getting the | aw passed, but
now they are the |argest buyer of wind energy in the
United States. They're buying your power here. And the
original ethanol plants were built on the State |ine because
M nnesota was your narket.

It's amazing to ne, |'ve gone back many tinmes to
this, via the Capitol with ny old coll eagues, that the
governnent relation's guy from Xcel Energy poses we're always
trying to get more wind energy. But he was very honest and
said the best thing that ever happened to us was that we --
you passed the | aw because now Xcel Energy has all these
cheap energy and 20-year contracts.

So, just very quickly, and I know | got to get out
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of here. This -- and | have this handout and | hope you'll
refer to that because | couldn't -- one m nute, okay.

This -- wi nd turbines produce nore energy than an
oil well. The average oil well produces 10.3 barrels per

day. M turbine, which is 1.5 megawatt, produces 12 on
average and 20 at full production. These turbines wl]l
produce 20 barrels a day on average and 30 barrels at ful
production. When you put up a wind turbine, you have struck
oil, but the difference is you don't have to put up with al

t hose trucks hauling oil, pipelines. And whenever you'd
like, | get to deliver my crop at the speed of light to ny
custonmers in Mnneapolis and St. Paul .

Now, very quickly, we now have 25 counties
participating. W have 300 turbines with ny County. Al nost
3,000 in the State. We collect 2 mllion dollars in property
taxes fromturbines when | was the County Conmm ssioner, in
addition to the State Senator and the Secretary of
Agricul ture.

W' ve been able to | ower our property taxes because
our budget, when | was on the board, was 5 mllion and we get
2 mllion fromthe turbines. Al of our taxes have gone
down. W have three nore projects comng and we'll be
collecting 4 mllion in taxes. So, nost of our property
taxes were paid. Better than that, |ook what it does for

your school district. And | knowit's alittle bit of a
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struggle, | used to teach here. This does --

COWM SSI ONER HANSON: St op.

MR N CHOLS: Ckay.

| NDI VI DUAL | N AUDI ENCE: Can you do sonmething with
that P-A | mean, so there's no echo up here?

CHAI RMAN HANSON: Pl ease, you're going -- we're
going to use the --

| NDI VI DUAL I N AUDI ENCE: (I ndiscernible.)

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Sir, you're going to have to use
t he m crophone because in this neeting we do need to have it
on record. So, if you wish to say sonething, we -- would you
pl ease cone down and speak to -- through the m crophone.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN: W can't hear it.

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Sir, we're going to put you down
as a supporter; is that correct? Al right.

COW SSI ONER FIEGEN: | think he just -- So, you
can't hear the mc?

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Are you having troubl e hearing?

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Yes.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  The gentl eman sitting there?

| NDI VIDUAL | N AUDI ENCE: There's a little bit of an
echo.

ANOTHER | NDI VI DUAL | N AUDI ENCE: Yeah, a lot of
people are --

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Ckay, thank you.
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COMW SSI ONER FI EGEN: Is it because of the fan?

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  When he had -- when he was
speaking away fromthe mc like this (indicating.), was it
nore difficult?

Ckay. So, let's renenber that and speak into the
m crophone and not turn to the audience. It wll be hel pful.

Who is next, please? And if you have sonething in
witing, after you' re done, could you give that to the
reporter, the stenographer? Thank you very nmuch. That would
be much appreci at ed.

MR LYNCH WIIl do. M name is Patrick Lynch and
| live in Rauville Township in Codi ngton County.

So, dear Conm ssioners, | would |ike to speak on
two topics. The first concernis for the health and safety
of ny famly if the project proceeds as proposed. | have
attached a study contained in the U S. National Library of
Medi cine and the National Institute of Health. In this, they
recomend a nighttinme noise |evel, which should not --

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Excuse ne, | think you're
vibrating a little bit. Alittle softer, maybe?

MS. CREMER. And sl ower.

COW SSI ONER NELSON: Sl ower .

MS. CREMER Sl ower.

COW SSI ONER FIEGEN: W' || give you sone extra
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MR LYNCH  Test, test. Test.

CHAI RVAN HANSON: A little slower and little
softer. | see a lot of people straining.

MR, LYNCH  Test. Better? Al right.

So, | would like to speak on two topics. The first
is a concern for the health and safety of ny famly if the
proj ect proceeds as proposed. | have attached a study
contained in the U S. National Library of Medicine and the
National Institute of Health. |In this, they recommend a
ni ghtti me noi se | evel which should not exceed 30 dB(A).

They, along with the Wrld Health O ganization, recomend
this because it can attribute to increased cardiovascul ar
ri sk, higher cortisol levels, sleep disturbance such as
awakeni ngs and shal |l oner sleep stages. And they say these
are the nost severe health effects of noise in the sleep
st udy.

My property is CRL-C27-NP in the Updated Appendi x H
Noi se Report attached to the edocket. My property is going
to experience a noise |level of 42.2 dB(A) at ny property and
40 dB(A) at ny hone. Both of these exceed these noise |evel
recommendations. In looking at the maps, nost if not al
properties participating or non-participating will exceed
t hese | evels.

Al so, according to the shadow flicker report, ny

honme wi I | experience 6 hours and 58 m nutes of shadow flicker
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a year. Not a lot, but | did hear testinony at the
Codi ngton County public hearing that this also can cause
sl eep disturbance. It is my belief that | should not have to
live or raise ny children in an environnent where we are
unable to sleep soundly or possibly suffer any |ong-term
heal th i npacts.

My second topic is the violation of my property
rights. I, ultimately, desire to nove ny hone into a
different area on ny property. Unfortunately, this would be
nmoving my famly into an area where | woul d experience even
nore noi se and shadow flicker according to the maps. |
believe | have the right to enjoy ny entire property to its
fullest. | feel the turbine projecting noise and flicker
onto ny land and affecting the way | use it is an illegal
taking of my property rights.

| ask that you either deny the permt or curtai
t he placenment of turbines so that all the non-participating
property owners shoul d experience zero shadow flicker and
noi se levels of |ess than 30 dB(A).

And then, also, going back to the sound study in
the noise and flicker maps, is sonebody from E-A-P-C here?

MR WLHELM Jay.

MR. LYNCH Jay. Jay, are you a P-E, a
prof essi onal engineer? Are you certified?

MR. HALEY: |'ma professional engineer.
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MR. LYNCH. Ckay. And did you --

|"'mallowed to ask himthese questions, right?

And did you stanp these drawi ngs or did you put
your professional engineer -- is there a copy that's stanped?

MR HALEY: To answer your first question, yes, |
am a regi stered professional engineer. No, | did not stanp
t hose studi es because it's not a requirenent.

MR. LYNCH  Ckay. So, in ny experience, when the
conpani es | have worked for, when we were doing structural or
el ectrical drawi ngs and we wanted to know that they were
bei ng done correctly and certified, we send themto a P-E and
the P-E puts their stanp on them And what that basically
nmeans iIs that they' re guaranteeing or betting, you know, to
the best of their ability, that those drawi ngs are correct
and accur at e.

| see in very fine print on all these draw ngs at
t he bottom of these, it says, neither E-A-P-C nor any person
acting on their behalf makes any warranty, expressed or
inplied, with respect to the use of any information disclosed
on this drawing or assunes any liability with respect to the
use of any information or methods disclosed on the draw ng.

So, | just take that to nean that the draw ng
doesn't have to be accurate and it doesn't have to be a
correct representation. They can, basically, put whatever

they want out there and it doesn't really nmean anything.
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|'d feel nmuch better if we required at |east a
stanped drawing for these types of projects. | nean, if
we're really doing our due diligence to naking sure that --
we're getting correct information.

COMW SSI ONER FIEGEN: Can | ask -- | didn't get his
name or where that tower was.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Your nanme is Patrick Lynch;
is that correct?

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN: And coul d you ask hi m where,
because, the tower was opposed to his place?

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Patrick, could you remain at
the mc for a noment? A question from Conm ssioner Fiegen
was where is that tower |ocated --

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  What tower nunber?

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  -- which tower were you
referring to?

MR LYNCH | can't -- | don't know the tower off
the top of ny head.

COWM SSI ONER NELSON:  Ckay.

MR LYNCH | guess | can't -- if you can nane it,
yes, | can.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Can you show it to us on this
map (indicating.)?

MR. LYNCH  (Complies.)

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  So, it's CR-79?
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COW SSI ONER NELSON:  CR-79. Thank you. Any ot her
guestions at this juncture?

Just for your information, when the applicant cones
before us for the evidentiary hearing, they are required to
take an oath swearing to that their testinony is accurate and
go through that process just as if they were in a courtroom
So, they will -- | appreciate that question because it's --
of your concern because it's very inportant that everything
is, froma standpoint of qualifying as evidence as if it --
as an evidentiary hearing because that's what it is. So,
it's a good point and we appreciate that.

MR. LYNCH. | appreciate that.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Yes, sir.

O her questions or concerns, please cone on down
and -- | see a famliar face up there raising a hand. Cone
on down.

Good norning. O excuse me, good evening, Sir.

MR. EHLEBRACHT: Good evening. M nane is
Garry Ehl ebracht, E-h-l-e-b-r-a-c-h-t. |'mfrom Goodw n,
Sout h Dakota, and |I'mreading the coments here from
| saac Or.

"Dear Esteenmed Commi ssioners of the South Dakota
Public Uilities Conmmssion. M nane is Isaac Or, and | am
a policy fellow specializing in energy and environnent al

policies at [the] Center of Anmerican Experinent, a think tank
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| ocated in Golden Valley Mnnesota. | have witten
extensi vely about the negative inpact[s] wi nd energy has the
reliability and affordability of our electric system

"Electricity prices in Mnnesota have increased 26
percent faster than the national average since our State
enacted its 25 percent renewabl e energy nmandate in M nnesota
in 2007...

"Despite the massive costs associated with w nd
energy on our grid, we have reaped no benefits in terns of
reliability. In fact, our wind projects were a liability,
not an asset, during the Polar Vortex that caused the
tenperatures to plumet to | ess than -24 degrees... in
January of 2019.

"The graph below... shows electricity production
fromw nd turbines plumeted due to the fact[s] that w nd
turbi nes automatically shut off in tenperatures bel ow. ..
[-]20 degrees Fahrenheit and | ow wi nd speeds. |In fact,..
the wi nd turbines consunmed approximately 2 negawatts of
energy to keep the oil in the gearbox... fromfreezing.

"The bitter cold resulted in wind generation to be
far |l ess than the day-ahead forecast, forcing [the] MSO to
decl are a Max Generation event[s], calling on all available
coal, natural gas, and nuclear plants to ensure adequate
electricity supplies were avail abl e.

"The lack of wind on the systemwas increasingly
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probl emati c because it increased the demand for natural gas
for electricity generation.

"The lack of electricity generation fromw nd,
coupled with high natural gas demand for hone heating[s], |ed
to natural gas shortage[s] in Mnnesota, and Xcel Energy
inplored all of its 460,000 natural gas customers to turn
their thernostats down to 63 degrees to ensure there was
no[t] a w despread shortage of natural gas. Even though Xcel
asked its custonmers to turn down their thernostats, nore than
150 hones | ost natural gas service during sone of the col dest
t enperatures seen in years.

"The polar vortex had the potential to be deadly,
but thanks to reliable sources of energy |ike coal, natural
gas, and nuclear, it was not. Wnd sinply cannot provide the
sanme availability and reliability attribute[d] to these
generation sources. As a result, we will always need these
sources of power regardl ess of how many wind turbines are
built.

"M nnesota pursuit of wind energy has been all pain
and no gain. Hi gher energy prices have hurt our agriculture,
education, healthcare, manufacturing, and mning industries
by raising the cost of doing business in M nnesota.

"There will be no doubt [to] people that benefits
from having wind turbines on their property, but there is no

such thing as a free lunch. These benefits will come at the
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cost to every South Dakota fam |y and business as they pay
hi gher costs on their electric bills.

"As Public UWilities Conm ssioners, your duty is to
protect ratepayers frominprudent capital expenditures and
costs increase. Therefore, the facts dictates that you
will... be acting in the public's interest by approving these
wi nd turbine projects, and these permts should be denied."

Thank you very nuch

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Thank you, sir. And, yes,
pl ease. Thank you.

Come on down, whoever is -- wishes to speak. By
all neans, there are spots down here for those who would |ike
to speak. Cone on down and wait.

CGood evening, sir.

MR STREET: Good eveni ng, Conm ssioners.

Ckay. |'mhere to talk about property rights for
non- partici pants.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Your nane, please?

MR, STREET: Bill Street, a farmer from
Grant County, not representing anything except our own
interests, | guess.

Ckay. | feel non-participant property rights
within a wind energy systemfootprint are as inportant as the
participants. There are issues of: Sound that we hear; the

i nfrasound that we don't hear, but can feel; shadow flicker
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and, the intrusion of the safety zones fromthe turbine onto
ot her people's property.

In the instance of the safety zone, which extends
out fromthe turbine, say 1500 feet depending on the turbine
si ze, because -- and because di stance requirenment in
Grant County is the height of the turbine plus 10 percent,
the safety zone can extend onto nei ghboring property 700 feet
or nore. |In certain instances, this mght prevent the
non-participant resident fromhaving a building project in
that area. He's not going to build within that safety zone.

|''m going to suggest to you PUC nenbers,
Comm ssi oner Hanson, Conmi ssioner Nel son, and
Conmi ssi oner Fiegan, to take a good | ook to what C ark County
has done, and maybe you have, to take a hard | ook at their
3/4 mle setback fromnon-participating residents' hones.
That's with waivers, of course. They got waivers there.

Cl ark County already had experience with turbines north of
towmn. The Clark County Board of Adjustment's experience with
t hese turbines give themcause to go with the 3/4-mle
setback. The energy conmpany didn't go away. They're still
there. They're building. They have signed sone waivers with
certain individuals, but it would certainly help the feelings
in the area anongst people.

| feel we would have | ess problens in our counties

if the PUC woul d give us nore direction with decent setback
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di stances. |nstances of absentee | andowners having a turbine
on their property within 1500 feet of an adjacent resident
and giving problems to a resident is shameful.

We aren't dealing with 200-foot towers anynore.
We're dealing with the 500 and 600-foot towers. The w ngs --
just the bl ades are 200-feet | ong now.

Al nost as long as your tower is tall, Jim

Where did Ji mgo?

CHAI RVAN HANSON: Pl ease - -

MR. STREET: Onh, there he is (indicating.).

| NDI VIDUAL I N THE AUDI ENCE: You were at ny farm

MR. STREET: | was, yes.

| NDI VI DUAL I N THE AUDI ENCE: Thank you for com ng.

MR, STREET: It's a nonetary benefit for one person
at the expense of someone else in that type of a situation
My wife and | have signed a contract for a transm ssion |line
in 2010. W were totally ignorant of the downside of w nd
farnms. In one -- in the situation of easenents, in our case,
we were given a verbal statenment that the transm ssion |ine
woul d be next to the south property line. W found out |ater
the | essee has sole discretion as to where it can go.

Last July, they had the power line noved in 70 feet
fromour property line. W didn't want to have to farm

around them and objected to this change. They said -- then
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said they could run it through our pasture with only -- and
have only one post in our field, which was an inprovenent.
W didn't want that either. And, of course, we found out in
an addend that reads that the wi nd energy system has an
easenent on our entire quarter. These contracts are witten
to the benefit of the wind energy system not the property
owners.

In the end, | urge you, the PUC Board, to pl ace
that condition of the 3/4 mle setback to residents and 1500
feet from neighboring property lines unless waivers are
signed. Please make this a condition for Crowned Ri dge
because in G ant County we have never experienced 500 or
600- f oot turbi nes.

Granted, we do have new ordinances in Gant County
set up. We're -- thank you

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Fi ni sh your sentence --

MR STREET: |'mout of words anyway.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN: Because we're going to have
some questions for you.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  -- go ahead and finish your
sentence there, sir.

MR, STREET: | just feel the zoning ordinances
sonmeti mes we've never -- we don't know what to expect from
these things. You aren't going to put a 600-foot tower here

in the quarter this year. And if it's causing problens with
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a nei ghbor, you aren't going to pick that up and nove it
1,000 feet where it won't cause a problem That ain't going
to happen. Once they’'re in, they're in.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Just wait one noment there,
pl ease, sir. | believe Comm ssioner Fiegan --

Is it the location that you --

Comm ssi oner Fiegan would |ike to know where your
| ocation is on the map. Could you show her, please?

MR. STREET: W're not in the footprint of the w nd
towers. We're in the footprint of the transm ssion |ine.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Ckay. Thank you. Thank you.

MR. STREET: We're about hal f-way between where the
substation will be and Big Stone Gty in Gant County.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Can you ask for his address?

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  And woul d you gi ve us your
address, please?

MR STREET: |It's 15761 477th Avenue, M | bank,
57252.

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Thank you very much for your
testimony. W appreciate your passion.

| do need to point out to everyone that State | aw
provi des that the setbacks are set by the counties, that the
Public Utilities Comm ssion does not have the authority to
set the setbacks. And there has been attenpt -- well, there

was | egislation during this last |egislative session, | don't
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recall the name of the --

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Lee Qualm

CHAI RVAN HANSON: Lee Qual m i ntroduced
| egislation --

Thank you, Conm ssioner Fi egan.

-- to nake that a farther back setback, a |arger
setback, and that failed in the |egislature.

But just to let you to know, it is a State |aw that
provi des that the counties determ ne what the setback is.
The Public Utilities Conm ssion does not have that authority.

MR STREET: GCkay. W, as a group in Gant County,
did visit wind towers last fall. Mch shorter than the
proposed ones being planned. W had a 1, 000-f oot setback.

Grant County, in the new ordi nance, has gone to a 1500-f oot

setback. But mne, you know, we're doubling and tripling the

size of these towers and they're going to be massive towers
now. Totally different than what we've had in the past.
CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Understood, sir. Thank you,
M. Street.
COW SSI ONER FIEGEN: | have one nore question.
CHAI RVMAN HANSON:  Ckay. Commi ssi oner Fiegen has
anot her questi on.
COMW SSI ONER FIEGEN: | didn't -- | know this gym
is hard and it echoes --

MR. STREET: Pardon?
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COW SSIONER FIEGEN:  -- the gymis hard and we
can't all hear. And I'mreally struggling, so I'msorry to
have to ask you this question.

But the question was, you tal ked about an easenent
that you did and then -- | didn't quite hear what you said.
You tal ked about the wi nd now has an easenent on your
property?

MR. STREET: The transm ssion |line, Crowned Ridge
does have an easenment on our property. Yeah, for the
transm ssion line; not a wnd turbine, but the transm ssion
l'ine.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Ckay.

MR. STREET: But we don't have a signed contract
for a turbine.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Ckay. Thank you.

MR. STREET: We weren't --

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Thank you, M. Street.

Next. Good eveni ng.

MR. LINDGREN. TimLindgren, L-i-n-d-g-r-e-n. |
live in Waverly Township and 1'd like to thank the PUC for
comi ng to our community even though it was on a Wednesday
evening during Lent.

Ckay. My wife and | are currently signed up with
the NextEra Crowned Ridge | project. Wen signing up with

the project, we were convinced that we were doing the right
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t hi ng, having the chance to produce so-called "G een Energy."

In the past year, we have read the book Paradi se
Destroyed by G egg Huebner and have done research on the
effects of shadow flicker and infrasound on human health and
the health of wildlife and domestic animals; also, the
dangers of ice throw, not to nmention the amount of fossil
fuel, steel, and concrete used to construct the turbines and
the | owering of property values of homes within the w nd
proj ects.

We don't like the fact that we woul d be making for
noney off of other people's property. W would be taking our
nei ghbor's property rights by inflicting flicker, audible
noi se and infrasound, and all the health effects on their
animal s and thensel ves. Good nei ghbors don't put up
industrial wind turbines. W want to be good nei ghbors.

Pl ease protect the health and safety of our people on the
Cot eau ri dge.

Let's ask ourselves two questions. Even if you are
a strong support of wind energy, what is wong wth having at
least a 3/4 mle setback from hones? The worst that coul d
happen is we may not get a wind turbine on our land. 1Is
havi ng nmoney in our pockets going to offset the depopul ation
of rural comunities, constant m grai ne headaches, sleep
deprivation, and even suicide?

We are currently locked into a 30-year contract
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that we will probably cannot get out of. And one clause in
the contract nentions that in the event that NextEra ever
files for bankruptcy, their creditors can put a lien on any
property where a wind turbine, substation, or a transm ssion
line is |ocated, which nmeans that someday a bank in a foreign
country could end up owni ng Codi ngton, Deuel, and
G ant Counties.

kay. And then, | also have with ne a letter from
Next Era inviting us to the nmeeting tonight; and then county
-- the Grant County Board of Adjustnment hearing on April 8th,
and before the neeting you are also invited to be w ned and
di ned at Speedway Bar and Gill. And we also got three
copies of these cards being -- to be sent both to the PUC and
the Grant County Board of Adjustnent.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Thank you, sir.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  |'msorry, can you just ask
hi m hi s address?

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Ckay.

Tim excuse nme, could you show us where your
property is? Thank you.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Ri ght here?

MR LI NDGREN:  Uh- huh.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Okay. Thanks.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Thank you.

Good evening. You'll have to nove that.
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M5. LINDGREN. H . M nane is Linda Lindgren, wfe
of Tim Lindgren, 16050 464th Avenue, South Shore.

W nd energy easenent contracts are unfair for al
invol ved. Unfortunately, when we signed our contract, we
were not infornmed about all the negative effects of w nd
turbines. We were told that the wind turbines are definitely
comng to our area. Everyone else has signed, so we mght as
wel | get the noney for having wi nd turbines on our property.

As far as we knew, these m ght be not nuch
different than the ol d-fashioned windmlls that were used to
punmp water for the livestock when electricity was not
avai l able on the farns. W were not informed of their height
or the nunber of these turbines that were planned. W were
not inforned that each wind turbine takes up 1.5 acres of
val uabl e cropl and.

The 5.2 Effects Easenent section of our contract
shoul d have been a red flag to us. Even this does not
include the health effects of infrasound, danage to water
tabl es, the negative effects on animal |ife and |ivestock,
oil leaks, turbines catching on fire, ice throw, bl ades
flying off, and small pieces falling off and contami nating
the soil, the damage from conpaction from heavy equi pnent,
and the |ist goes on.

The only way this is included is with the phrase,

"And any other effects attributable to the wind farm or
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activity located on the owner's property or on adjacent
properties over and across the owner's property.” At the
very least, the other effects should have been |listed instead
of just included in the phrase "any other effects.” Wy
weren't we inforned of these effects? If we had been
informed, we certainly wouldn't have signed.

Construction has begun on our property and no
permt has been granted. Last fall, heavy equi pnent went
t hrough our unharvested crop | and destroying crops and
creating irreparabl e damage from conpaction. At the very
| east, they could have waited a few days to avoid wasting
val uabl e food. Legally, no notice needs to be given. Conmon
sense would tell you, that for the protection of al
i nvol ved, that giving us notice would be a good idea.

The state of South Dakota does not require
insurance for wind farns. Are we, the land owners, going to
be sued if the wind farms don't pay up for damages? WIIl we
be driven fromour hones by the negative effects of these
wi nd turbines and/or being sued? The little anmount of noney
we woul d receive is nothing conpared to the negative effects
of these wind turbines. W cannot sue them and they are not
required to attenpt to do anything to alleviate the effects
to us.

And also, I'd like to nention that they said

sonet hi ng about 86 percent of the | andowners were in favor of
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the wind turbines. |'mwondering if they include people |ike
us who signed years ago and can't get out of them

Pl ease deny this permit. And I'd also like to
submt a copy of the contract and | have it stapled, both
because the stapler won't go through everything and | was
told only 20 pages per person. So, | got up to 19 pages and
the rest can be fromny husband, but | want to keep it al
together so we don't get confused. That's it.

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Thank you for hel ping us out and
not confusing us. You can give it to her. Thank you very
much.

COW SSI ONER FIEGEN: | know, you guys have to help

CHAI RMVAN HANSON: D d you have some questions?

Wul d you wait just one second.

COW SSI ONER NELSON: | have just a couple of
questions, if | could.

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Linda, go ahead with --

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  You'd li ke the m crophone?

You nentioned the issue of liability insurance.
Are you telling us that the contract you signed does not
contain any cl ause regardi ng insurance?

THE REPORTER: Can we hold on for just a nonent and
go off the record, sorry.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Ckay, thanks.
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Just hold up. Ckay.

M5. LINDGREN: Well, | know --

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Just one second, she's --

MS. LINDGREN. Ckay.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Al'l right. That's all right.

When you' re ready.

COMM SSI ONER NELSON:  Sorry.

THE REPORTER. Go ahead. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Wbul d you -- do you need himto
repeat the question?

THE REPORTER:  Par don?

CHAI RMVAN HANSON: Do you need to have
Conmi ssi oner Nel son repeat the question?

THE REPORTER  Yes.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Ckay. Thank you.

| f you woul d.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  You nentioned liability
insurance. Are you telling us that the contract that you
si gned does not contain any clause regarding insurance?

MS. LINDGREN: | amnot sure. Al | knowis
M nnesota and Wsconsin requires liability insurance for the
w nd --

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Yeah, we're not dealing with
t hose states.

M5. LI NDGREN:. -- conpani es.
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COW SSI ONER NELSON: Al I'"minterested in this.

M5. LI NDGREN: But South Dakota does not require
it. | amnot sure if it's in the contract and | did give you
a copy of it, so you can check that out.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  The second question, you
nmenti oned that construction has begun on your property. Do
you have an easenent for the transm ssion line or are you
telling us construction on the wind farmhas started?

MS. LINDGREN: Actually, we have an easenent for
both, unfortunately, but --

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  So, the construction was for
the transm ssion |ine that has begun?

MS. LINDGREN: No, it was for the w nd turbines.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  And can you tell nme exactly
what type of construction activity took place for the w nd
t urbi ne --

MS. LINDGREN. Tell themwhat they did.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  -- because, obviously, we
haven't issued a permt for construction, so |I'minterested.

MR. LI NDGREN:. kay. There was a big track machine
that cane on to do soil testing.

MS. LINDGREN. And what el se?

MR, LINDGREN: And then they did set stakes where
the turbines are supposed to be located. And, let's see, one

-- at first they had a piece of that up that had a nunber of
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the turbine onit. And then, and after they were doing soi
testing, they put a small PVC pipe in the ground. And then
on the other location, there was nothing. And then, they
came in later with another deal. | was told that on one
| ocation they hit solid rock 17 feet down; apparently, they
canme back with another thing that was able to drill through
the rock and then the -- | was also told, on the other place
where they put a PVC pipe in, that no -- took away the
t urbi ne nunber, they were supposed to have hit water, but |
haven't heard that from NextEra.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Ckay. Thank you.

MR. ROBI SH. Good evening. Can you hear ne okay?
It's not too |oud.

My nane is Allen Robish, Strandburg, South Dakot a.

THE REPORTER: Can you spell that, please?

MR ROBISH Wiat's that?

THE REPORTER. Can you spell your |ast nane,
pl ease?

MR ROBISH R-0-b-i-s-h

|*'mnot sure why we're here since NextEra has been
denied their permt in Gant County for half of the
G ant County portion of this project. Currently, there are
three lawsuits at the |ocal |evel

But since we are here, | would like to tal k about a

safety issue. The safety issue that concerns nme is ny
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personal experience with a wind turbine throw ng chunks of
ice. It happened in February of 2018 on Hi ghway 59, south of
Barrett, Mnnesota. | haul mlk to Perham M nnesota, and
drive by a field with ten turbines operating. One of those
turbines threw ice over a tree grove and a house onto the

hi ghway ahead of me. Wen the ice hit the highway, the
chunks shattered into many pieces. The distance of the throw
was 520 yards, or 1560 feet.

There were two other instances in Freeborn County,
M nnesota, of ice throws hitting a sem -tractor and a
farnmer's stock trailer. And I'malso aware of |ivestock
being hit wth a 400-pound chunks of ice. And | have a
picture of the sem in Freeborn County that got hit and a
warni ng sign that the wi nd conpani es have put up by one of
their projects. And | see many, many nore of these that |
can find on other projects. | only brought one
(indicating.).

And |I''m wondering who will be liable for the damage
after the turbines are built. The State does not require
l[iability insurance cover by wnd farns. The court calls
this "allocation of liability." A |landowner, farmer, or
rancher on whose land a wind farmsits is the odd-manned out
under the State's current wind farmpermtting process. | am
giving credit to David Ganje of Ganje Law Ofice for this

information fromthe article "Naked in the Wnd," published

G aci al Lakes Court Reporting 605- 868- 8925
www. gl aci al | akescourtreporting. com

1321ax




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ w N -+ O

PUBLI C | NPUT HEARI NG - March 20, 2019 50

in the Capital Journal

| checked with two insurance conpanies | have
policies with about having a turbine on ny property. One
said they would not cover any liability froma turbine. The
other said if | sited a turbine on my property, they would
cancel my insurance. They won't have any to do with them

| did some research and Farner's |nsurance has a
supplenent for wind turbine liability that is 25 pages.

Qur county officials have failed to protect us.
encourage anyone with wind turbines on their land to protect
t henselves. | would |like the PUC Conm ssion to contact al
I nsurance conpanies in South Dakota and determ ne their
policy on turbines. Mst of these people who signed up had
no i dea of the dangers and no idea they could not be insured.
| thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN NELSON:  Sir? M. Robish? 1've got one
question that Comm ssi oner Hanson may have.

The ice throw that you w tnessed 520 yards, can you
-- and | know it's hard, but can you give nme an estimte?
Are we talking a softball size or -- how big was i1t?

MR. ROBI SH. They | ooked to be between 4 and 6-feet
long. Wen they cone, there was multiple of them And when
they hit, they just scattered all over.

COW SSI ONER NELSON: Ckay. So, a 6-foot piece

travel i ng 520 yards.
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MR ROBISH Well, that's what they | ooked Iike.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Ckay. Thank you.

MR ROBI SH:  Uh- huh.

CHAl RMVAN HANSON:  Sir, | was just curious how you
measur ed t hat.

MR ROBISH Oh. The next day, | found a digital
range finder and stopped there and neasured it because |
couldn't believe that that could happen. So, that's why I
wanted to find out how far they were because | know we're
only putting them 1500 feet from people here. And | thought
that's way too close. You can't have themthat close

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Thank you, sir. Thank you, sir.
| remenber your testinmony fromthe last tinme, but | didn't
ask that. Thank you.

MR ROBISH |I'mglad you guys asked and |I'I| place
themall .

COW SSI ONER HANSON:  Good eveni ng.

M5. MOGEN. Hi.

COW SSI ONER HANSON:  Hi, agai n.

M5. MOGEN. |I'm Christi Mdgen. That's Mo-g-e-n,
ny |ast nane.

This nonth, the AnericanExperinent.org reported
that El Nino caused -- the electricity generated fromw nd to
pl ummet by 14 percent. NextEra told Bl oonberg that the w nd

resources were the worst in 30 years despite the fact that
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this year EIl Nino is relatively weak.

I n 2012, Boul evard Associ ates, NextEra affiliate,
sent letters to |local contracted | andowners stating that one
of the reasons to termnate wi nd farm agreenents was based on
wi nd resources. | provided this letter.

On page 15 of the application, it states, "The
applicant over a period of 10 years within the project area
i ndicated the project area is one area of South Dakota with
prem er w nd sources."

Which statenent is true? | ask why NextEra is
applying for a permt to install 130 wind turbines. During
the conmttee hearing for HB1226, a bill updating safe
set backs, a state senator was honest and he said, "Yes, it is
all about the noney."

I n February 25th in a commttee hearing for SB16, a
PUC Conmi ssioner said each devel oper is getting about
$300, 000 PTC, production tax credit, not counting the enerqgy
t hey produce. This is per turbine per year.

| wanted to be factual, so | ran the nunbers. For
Crowned Ri dge project, based on the production tax credit
al one at 40 percent efficiency, the developer will receive
$193, 420. 80 per turbine per year of the tax payer dollars.
Over 10 years, thisis alittle over 250 mllion dollars,
whi ch equals -- oh, excuse me. And that will go on for 10

years. This does not include the energy produced, the sold
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carbon credits, the subleases that are allowed through
fence-to-fence easenents, paynents in lieu in taxes
incentives given by the State, or benefits of accelerated
depreci ati on.

Did the contract | andowners get a fair deal on
their contract? Are the nobst inpacted, the | ocal
conmmunities, getting a fair deal ?

According to the application Appendi x B, NextEra
has been working on the project since 2007. Tonight they
said 2006. They had plenty of tine to apply for the
application. On page 16, the application, last |ine, says,
"To receive the production tax credit, the project nust be
constructed by Decenber 31st 2020." Again, what statenent is
correct: The one in the application or the one tonight at
2000- -- when it said 2019? Also, it has been stated at the
county | evel 2019.

Earlier in ny presentation, | was factual. | have
i ncluded the nmethod so they may be checked. | have asked the
PUC to nake sure that NextEra approves the vague statenents
in this application, such as on page 114, "considered to be
safe based on the devel opers experience." Wat is their
experience?

| ask the PUC to demand records, incident reports,
and safety manual s, manufacturer setback requirenents, as

wel | as other manual s and docunentation needed to fully
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eval uate the safety of the industrial w nd turbines built
near hones.

| ask you to deny this permt and not strap
Sout h Dakotans with the dangers of living in a wind project,
hi gher electric rates, and tax for an intermttent,

unrel i able energy source built just because of production tax

credits.

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Thank you. Next up.

Good evening, sir.

THE REPORTER: Just a nonent, please.

(Court Reporter confers with Ms. Mbgen regarding
papers.)

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Excuse ne.

(Di scussion held off the record.)

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Ladi es and gentl enmen, we're going
to take a break after we -- the papers are sorted and figured

out. We're going to start that break for our stenographer.

And it looks Iike we're ready -- we're going to take a
10- m nute break, then. So, we have a 10 -- in 10 m nutes,
we'll be back here at two mnutes after.

(Break.)

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Thank you, |adies and gentl enen,
for being so pronpt. | just learned that, for those of you
who have handed papers to us, if you want those to appear

online, you wll need to sign your nane and pl ace your
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address on themso that they can be placed online. So, if

you want the papers that you're handing in this evening to be

on the website, please sign your nanme and put your address on

them You can do that after the -- after we're done here
or --

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Eric suffer the stands.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Excuse ne.

Eric, no, that's fine, Eric.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  That's good.

CHAI RVAN HANSON: I f you want to go around with
papers and have people sign them that woul d be wonderful .

Al right. W're back on, |ooking for presenters.
Who is up next?

Good eveni ng.

MR BORGHEI | NCK:  Good evening. Am|l too |oud?

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  You're doing well so far.

MR BORGHEIINCK: Test. | don't -- | can hear you.

My nane is Wayne Borgheiinck. That's spelled
B-o-r-g-h-e-i-i-n-c-k. | have not heard anybody conme up
tonight and say this yet, but in the past, |'ve heard
| andowner -- turbine | andowners say they have a right to do
what they want on their property w thout giving any concern
for the right of other |andowners.

You know, as a nunmber of these wi nd turbine

| andowners in this area, as part of the Citizens Against
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Waverly Dairy, they successfully fought to protect their
health, safety, quality of life, and property val ues agai nst
the effects of the activities on another property. Now, nopst
of these owners live nuch further away than the one mle or

t he 1500 foot -- slow down?

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Just sl ow down a smi dge.

MR. BORHEI I NCK: Ckay. They live at -- nore than
one mle or 1500 feet, the distance being allowed in these
permt for turbines. Sone of themlived as far away as 8,

10, or 15 miles. And | found that since 1994, the human
deaths fromw nd turbines has had a steady annual increase.
And the highest nunber is caused by projectiles, as Al talked
about ice throw, and other pieces of turbines flying off.

| have a friend, who just told ne [ast week, he's
been hauling turbines for over 10 years and he says these are
a whol e | ot nore dangerous than any of the public reali zes,
he said, because over the years |'ve seen many people getting
killed off of these. He's aware of a |lot of other health
i ssues, but he don't dare say this because he works with the
-- with this business, so -- and he's not going to give up
his 30 pieces of silver and risk to losing his job.

But, you know, that dairy, with that, you know t hat
the threat inposed by this industrial w nd turbine project
makes that Waverly dairy |look |ike mnor |eague. The dairy

al so prom sed noney for better schools, and roads, jobs, but
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our community decided the health, and safety, and the quality
of life, and property-val ue protection was believed to be,
and it is, nore essential to the health of the comunity.
Now, NextEra Energy showed up with 30 pieces of wi nd turbine
silver and the people grabbed it and threw their neighbors
under the bus and took the noney, which | hear tonight a | ot
of themare regretting today for doing that.

| also watched a Grant County Zoni ng Conmm ssi oner
oppose a |longer setback. Wen you talk about letting the
counties set setbacks, this Comm ssioner refused to -- they
want ed | onger setbacks, but she argued that the |onger
setback with a waiver would inp- -- would not be worth it.
She did not believe non-participants had a right to be
conpensated for living with the threats posed by w nd
turbi nes over themwhile the neighbors get paid. O course,
this Conm ssioner, this woman, has contracts for nunerous
wi nd turbines on her property. She's got her 30 pieces of
silver and it's -- that's silver's nore inportant to her than
her duty to protect the public. So, the counties are kind of
short on this.

And we know what happened to Judas after he got his

30 pieces. Well, the sane thing happens to a |l ot of
comunities after they get wind turbines there. It -- they
regret it.

Now, every party in this chain who accepts those 30
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pi eces of silver owns on this project, owns that
responsibility for re- -- placing others at risk w thout
consent. Are them people prepared to conpensate for the
deaths, ill health, |loss of property values, |ost |ivestock,
and numerous other perils involved to other people? Well, it

appears not to ne.

Qur county officials, I have witnessed, relied
nostly on the wind turbine industry to tell themwhat to put
in the ordinances because they're not really -- they don't
really know this and they don't bother to get outside
consulting to do this. Gkay. And wind energy had to wite
themto neet -- wind energy needs for profit rather than
public safety. There is nore than sufficient information to
support the inefficiencies of our county ordi nances to
protect the rights of non-participating | andowners. To
correct that, the PUC nmust deny this permt.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Thank you, sir.

Pl ease approach if you are interested in nmaking a
presentation this evening. Approaching.

M5. CHRI STENSON:. |s that okay?

CHAI RVAN HANSON: G eat.

COWM SSI ONER NELSON:  Yep.

MS. CHRI STENSON: (Okay. Anber Christenson,
Strandburg. | lived in the project. | wonder how many

people in this roomhad no idea what they were signing up for
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and still don't.

For many, it was all about the noney. It is not
about the noney for me. | amin the project boundary. | was
offered noney. | was offered even nore noney when
declined. | knew | never wanted to give up one bit of ny
property rights.

Many of my nei ghbors signed up years ago and want
desperately to get out of contracts. Wen you see the maps
of participators, keep in mnd there are many who are not
willing participators. They are prisoners to a piece of
paper signed many years ago, not realizing the gravity of
t hat signature.

Speaki ng of the maps, tell ne why there is a
gerrymander ed boundary. Is it to skew the perception of area
support? That is the only apparent reason. Oher wnd
projects that have the full support of local comunities are
a nice rectangular map, not a map that |ooks like ours: A
map drawn by a drunken sailor. So, 86 percent support in the
project area, if you draw the map like they do, it may be 86
percent signed up, but | think that's why they do the math
t he way they do.

Because of our little time restriction, | amjust
going to throw out some randominformation for you and the
public. How many people here have researched living in a

| arge-scal e industrial wind energy plan? Do you know your
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body fights the infrasound? You can't hear it, but the wall
of your heart thickens by 20 percent. There is vertigo,
tinnitus, mgraines, sinus pressure.

The mul titude of problens that cone from sl eep
deprivation. You don't get to turn off the noisy power plant
in your backyard if you can't sleep. You have no recourse.
You suffer. |'ve heard that only 30 percent of people are
actually affected by infrasound. That's a huge nunber.

Those are the 30 percent who realize they are affected. |
personal Iy, get notion sickness so | know that |I'mgoing to
be affected. | -- even blowing snowin ny tractor, | can get
notion sickness, so | knowit will affect me with ny inner
ear.

The other 70 percent won't know until it's too late
to reverse the effects. O course, if you' re one of the many
absent ee | andowners, you don't care. Your w nd wel fare check
will conme to your mailbox. No worries for you.

Landowners, did your contract tell you the access
roads can be 200-feet wde? Did they |ead you to believe
they would only be 16 feet? D d they tell you about the w de
crane path going through your property on the way to build a
turbi ne on soneone el se's property? That's going to conpact
your | and and di mi ni sh your crop production forever. Do you
t hi nk you got paid enough for that?

As a business owner, | can attest to the shall ow
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| abor pool here in this area. It's already extrenely
difficult to find enpl oyees. Valley Queen Cheese factory
can't find truck drivers. So, NextEra will come in and throw
sone taxpayer cash around and offer short-term jobs because

t hey have a PTC deadline. \Where does that |eave the |oca
busi nesses? That | eaves the |ocal business owner in a bind,
that's where. Stack onto that, all of the people who are

vow ng to nove away, which | hear everyday. Even less of a

| abor pool. W need people to nove here, not nove away.

| ask the Conm ssion to survey every participating
| andowner -- it's easy. W have a list -- and ask themif
they're willing to go forward, or if they want this project
to stop, if they want to get off the ride so they can be
renoved fromthe nightrmare they find thenselves in. They
shoul d have that opportunity to withdraw now that the rea
damage has been reveal ed.

Since | have a little nore tine -- | noticed | have
one whole mnute -- | noticed in ny water nmagazi ne today,
they tell us in here that the State has al ready assessed our
source of water. The relative susceptibility is high. So,
we al ready have a possible water problem and digging and

vibration is going to add to that.

You -- they tal ked about starting construction
earlier. | have photos of crop damage. | have photos of
themdriving all over with this track vehicle. | have photos
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that | sent in to the paper and the paper published an
article about the track vehicle that ripped up the chip seal
on the highway. That's it. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Yes, you may always finish your
sentence from here.

M5. CHRI STENSON:  Ckay.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Thank vyou.

COW SSI ONER FIEGEN:  Can you tell us --

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  And woul d you point out where
your property is?

MS. CHRI STENSON: Sure. (Conplies.)

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Thank vyou.

MR. PETERSON. Hi, ny nane is TimPeterson. | grew
up in La Bolt, South Dakota. As a young child, | graduated
hi gh school from M | bank and |I currently reside in
M nneapolis, Mnnesota. And I'mgoing to ask these guys | ust
a coupl e questions because we've been patiently listening to
a lot of testinmony and, | think, some of -- a |lot of
good-spirited conversation from peopl e herein.

CHAI RVAN HANSON: Pl ease - -

MR. PETERSON. | apologize if |I don't recognize
nore of you here, but it's good to be back and I'mglad I
grew up in this comunity.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  You're trailing off a little bit.

Pl ease just --
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MR. PETERSON: Can you hear ne better?

CHAI RMVAN HANSON: Pl ease just -- you know, a little
here, like this is fine wth.

MR, PETERSON: All right. Al right. So, I'm
actually a landowner within the project footprint. [|'m happy
to be participating in the project. | actually worked with a
group of conmmunity | andowners several years ago in an attenpt
to devel op our own comunity wi nd project, which
unfortunately didn't see the Iight of day. There was
entities that nade sure that didn't happen, unfortunately.

But |'m happy to be working with NextEra. |'mhere to say
t hat publicly.

But | do have a couple questions just regarding the
general approach to your contract with sone of the due
diligence exploration that's been done. | think that's been
sonme of the confusion about construction activity; that's
actual ly due diligence work, | understand, is happening.

What is -- what are -- what is your current
tinmeline for paynment for those crop damages that have been
done to date fromsone of the due diligence studies done?
|'ve had a | andowner or a farmer-operators that are renting
our |l and ask that question that had danage done | ast year to
their crops.

MR. WLHELM For crop conp, we've been working

with our surveyors oil tag and we do it in a nunber of ways
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dependi ng on where we're at within the project and what we're
mobilizing with. W'IlIl start subdividing and maki ng those
cal cul ations and maki ng paynments. Otentinmes, we'll wait an
extended period of time until we could sit down and see the
total inpacts to crop -- to crops in the field, again,
because we have to go back out there nunmerous tinmes dependi ng
on what studies -- study results happen.

So, we have started the crop conpensation process.
We haven't really defined a -- defined tineline as far as
when we actually are required to deliver the conpensation. |
do know that with the construction process there is a defined
timeline by which we have to provide that conpensation

MR, PETERSON: And there's also a defined tineline
in the current easenment agreenents, the -- but | think you
are beyond. |It's either 90 days or 120 days past the tinme
t he damage was done. So, |'mjust wondering at you're doing
to rectify being past that tinmeline for the danage you' ve
done | ast grow ng season.

MR WLHELM If we are beyond any of that timeline
that's been -- that you've referenced, we're only as good as
being identified and -- so we can correct that issue. |'m
not aware of any conplaints fromdel ayed paynents at this
time, but we're happy to address that noving forward.

MR, PETERSON: | don't believe that's a true

st atement because |'ve heard of the conversations that
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happened at the Township board | evel asking the sane
guestions. So, those conversations | know have been
happening in the community and asking NextEra when they'll be

made whol e in that damage.

MR WLHELM | was not present at those neetings.
Do you recall if | was there?

MR, PETERSON: | wasn't there. | live in
M nneapolis. Again, I'm--

MR WLHELM Ckay. | can -- yeah, again, | have

not been personally approached about del ayed crop
conpensati on.

MR PETERSON: Yeah.

MR. WLHELM But, again, if anybody has del ayed
conpensation that has not been delivered, please contact us.
We'd love to be able to address that noving forward.

MR PETERSON. kay. And then ny only other
question is, as far as the turbine |ocations and access to
| ocations within the | andowner's property, how are you
working with those | andowners as far as where those access
roads get placed to those turbines, especially when they are
-- actively farmthe tillable fields, so that they don't
i npact, you know, the farm ng operations for the life of that
farnmer?

MR WLHELM Sure. And so, our in-field surveys

will help us identify where a concerns |lie on the actual
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grounds. At that point, we design a prelimnary access road
to the turbine location. Otentines, we wll try to place
t hat access road parallel to the current farm ng operations
to help with that. W do provide information and updates in
exhibits to | andowners as far as where the access roads are
laid out. If there is issues with that, we encourage
| andowners to talk to us and we will, then, further provide
coment as to what we can and cannot do based off of
field-verified constraints.

MR PETERSON. (Ckay, because | have not seen any of
t hose conversations yet. The notice for this hearing was the

first 1've seen anything from NextEra since the devel opnent

rights were bought from Next- -- from Geroni no Energy on our
property, so | just wanted to -- because fromwhat | could
tell fromthose maps that, again, | only saw fromthe PUC

mailing at a very small scale, it appears those roads are not
currently parallel to the current farm ng operations.

MR WLHELM W' ve been active since June 2018 at
the county levels through the permtting process. W've
delivered site plans and we've had several conversations with
our | andowners. Happy to get in contact with you with any
questions that you have concerning the property and seeing
what we can do noving forward

MR. PETERSON. kay. | thank you.

MR WLHELM Al right. Thank you
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CHAI RVAN HANSON: M les, we will be interested in
that as well. During the evidentiary hearing, we'll want to
know about the |late crop paynents and nmaking sure they're
taking care of. Thank you.

Good evening, sir.

MR. FOX: | am John Fox from Stockhol m Township in
Grant County. | amwthin the footprint of the project,
al t hough | haven't signed up for a wwnd tower. | don't have

an ax to grind, plus or mnus.

THE REPORTER: Coul d you spell your name, please?
Coul d you spell your |ast nane, please?

MR FOX: F-o0-x. So, | ampretty -- | nmean, |I'm
pretty neutral as far as the benefits or the tractors of the
wind towers in the |local area. But | do have a coupl e of
questions. The first one is for Crowned Ri dge and
specifically for Jay Hal ey.

You did say you were a professional engineer?

MR. HALEY: Yes, |'ve been a professional engineer
for, I don't know how many -- 15, 20 years.

MR. FOX: |'mnot questioning that. | just wanted
to make sure | had the right guy. Wen | listened to your

presentation on the construction of the wind towers
t hemsel ves, it said in the verbiage that the foundations of
t hose were going to go down to 8 feet.

MR. HALEY: Wong guy.
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MR FOX: Ckay.

MR. MASSEY: This is the right guy there.

MR FOX: Is -- and when | first heard about the
wi nd project, | heard that those foundations were going to go
down 15 to 20 feet. So, |I'mwondering which is correct.

MR, MASSEY: The 8 feet is correct based on
information that we have now, 8 feet is correct.

MR. FOX: And how tall are those towers going to
be?

MR, MASSEY: Those towers will -- we'll have two
hei ghts: 90 nmeters and 80 neters.

THE REPCRTER: Nine and ei ght?

MASSEY: N nety and eighty.

MR FOX: Well, I'"mnot a professional engineer, so
| won't try to banboozl e anyone that way, but | have put in a
few fence posts. And | know that when you put an 8-foot post
down to 3 feet and stretch the wire, it tips over. And if
you've got a 90-foot |ever on that 8-foot foundation, | think
that's going to tip over, too. That's just what | think.
|"mnot saying it wll, but | question that science that's in
that wind tower pole, if you wll. [I'Il leave it at that.

Some of ny nei ghbors have signed up for wind towers
and they are anbivalent as | am | guess, but their nmain
reason for signing up for themwas the noney. Taxes have

increased in Gant County farm and three-fold. That's not 30
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percent. That's three-fold in 10 years, so they're stressed.
They're looking for a way to pay the taxes. Sonme of them
have said we need this to pay the taxes.

And ny question to the Utilities Comm ssion is:
Where are the taxes fromthe wind conpany actually going to
be paid? Are they going to the State? Are they going to the
Counties? Are they going to the Townshi ps? Wi ch?

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Yes. They present -- |'m not
the one to explain this; however, | believe one-half of the
taxes wll go to the State and the other half is divided
where the school receives a portion of that, but that portion
decreases every year, and the other portion goes to the
County. And if there is no -- if there are no townships,
then, then it goes to the County. But it goes to the -- it's
split between the Townships and the County.

MR FOX: So, is that witten into the tax |aws or
is it just something that's a fignment of the inmagination at
t he noment ?

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  It's -- | wish it were a fignent
of nmy imagination. No, it's State law. It's changed
numerous times. In 2003, it was conpletely different. As a
matter of fact, 2002 was different than 2003. So, it's up to
the legislature. 1t has to go through the process as to how
they divide it.

MR. FOX: From what | understand, though, you're
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saying that right now half goes to the State and the ot her
hal f goes, sonehow, to the County and the Townshi ps.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  And to the school

MR. FOX: To the school.

CHAI RVAN HANSON: It starts out, | believe, with
half -- wth one-quarter of the entire anbunt going to the
school s, but then that decreases every year. And the other
-- and the portion that decreases fromthe schools goes to
t he County and the Townshi ps.

MR FOX: Now, |I'mreally confused.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Yeah, well -- | --

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  And that's not right there --

COW SSI ONER FIEGEN: | have a question of NextEra
anyway - -

CHAI RVAN HANSON: Ckay.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  -- about this.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Does Next Era have t hat
i nformation?

COW SSI ONER FIEGEN: |'mgoing to have a question
for you guys in alittle bit about your tax structure.

So, hopefully, they'll be able to answer that.

CHAI RVAN NELSON:  There should -- there had no --

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Ckay.

MR. WLHELM So, our understanding of the tax

distributions is limted. | think it's consistent,
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generally, with what the Chairman said, but | couldn't
comment with precisely how the taxes are distributed.

MR FOX: Okay. Well, | got the general idea that
hal f goes to the State and half that's supposed to renain
| ocal | y sonehow, but that can be changed, |I'msure. And so,
we'll have to let it lay that way at the nonent.

What ny concern is is that the tax noney for these
wi nd towers and their production and whatnot will end up
going to the State and staying there. That's what | think
wi || happen eventually. So, that's ny concern. And |'m
done. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  There are some questions of you,

MR FOX: (Go ahead.

CHAI RVMAN HANSON: M. Fox, M. Nel son,
Commi ssi oner .

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  |'m | ooking at a
| andowner ship map that the conpany provided and they refer to
it as "Figure 3A." They show a John L. Fox as a participant
inthis project. |Is that you?

MR FOX: That's ne.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  So, you are a partici pant;
correct?

MR, FOX: Yeah, but not for a wind tower. | am--

| did let themcone through with their transm ssion |ine.
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COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Thank you.

MR. FOX: Any other questions? Next.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Wbul d you show
Commi ssi oner Fi egan where your --

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Because | don't have good

eyes, Sir.

MR FOX: (Complies.)

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Good eveni ng.

MR FRANSEN. Good evening. Mark Fransen,
F-r-a-n-s-e-n. I'min the -- 2 mles east of here. I'min
the mddle of this. And I'mjust for it. | thinkit's a big
financial boost to the farmer's right now | rent my ground

out, but they're struggling right now Prices are |ow and
the city of Watertown could use it. Also, they are |osing
stores left and right, so | think we should have it approved.

| went to the first meeting in 1996 for -- it
started this and | said, government works kind of slow, but I
hope it gets done. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Thank you. And we're not the
devel opers, but thank you.

Good eveni ng.

MS. RAML: M nane is Anita Ranl, Ra-ml. And ny

husband and |, we are not participants in Crowned Ridge I.
W are in Cowed Ridge Il. And we think this is a very good
opportunity. For one thing, | do believe in global warm ng
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and the wind tower is renewable energy and it's clean. And
for one reason -- that is one big reason we shoul d approve
this.

Another thing is, like they said, taxes. Have you
been driving out on -- this winter was hard and the roads --
t he Counties and the Townshi ps do not have the noney to fix
the roads and this will help them And people wth concerns,
it's justified, but this is not NextEra's first wnd farm
They have people who are experts at this. They have gone
t hrough how many different wind farms, so they know what
they're doing. Yes, there's people that are concerned; they
have questions, too. But like | said, this is not their
first wind power plant and farm

And the people are tal king about how they go
t hrough the -- they've been going through their land. Well,
they' re doing surveys and they are doing a | ot of surveys.
They' ve been drilling to see howthe land is. W've had
| ndi ans go through because -- for artifacts. W've had
environmental i sts go through because they don't know don't if
there's a frog -- a certain frog in this water or if there's
a certain flower that they can't go, you know -- and then, ny
husband says, well, we would like to have the -- if you build
one, we would like to have the road here. ©Ch, no, there's an
eagle nest up there. W have to stay away fromthat.

So, | know that, you know, they're doing their job
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that way and we have al ways been inforned when they're com ng
in. You know, when they're going to do these surveys, Terry
has al ways | et us know beforehand when they're going to cone.

And then they say about the ice. Wll, years ago
when ny kids were still little, we had just bought a new van.
And we were goi ng down the road, we were going to grandma's
for Christmas, and we net a mlk truck and it let out an ice
chunk that took out the windows in our van. And you woul d
not -- all these little things. And the one thing is, the
kids weren't in back seat. So, it would not -- but, you
know, yeah, there is going to be situations, but it's not
going to be all the tinme. But we were told -- we went to the
m | k conpany and they go, oh, that's just a plan of nature.
We're not going to cover that, you know. But, again, it was
their fault, and then it was just ice comng off.

So, yeah, there's different things about this w nd
tower that are great. And all these concerns, like the ice,
| just -- | don't know why people aren't -- | know why.
They' re concerned about their health and everything. But,
again, like | said, these are experts. They say they have
experts. But, this is not NextEra's first wind farmand |I'm
hopi ng that you guys, as the UPC [sic] grant themthis
because this is going to be good for our Country, for gl obal
warmng. It's new energy, clean energy, renewable. It's

going to help us wth taxes, hopefully, and our schools.
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Li ke you said, half of it's going to go there, but it's going
t o decrease.

But it's going to put alot -- you know, like it's
-- like Mark said, people are hurting and every little bit's
going to help. And we would -- you know, people get hurri ed.
They were signing their names qui ck because they're going to
get -- make some noney, you know. Well, that's what happens,
you know. W all have to take that step and say, "Ch, |
shoul dn't have done that." But those are the consequences.
Life has it's consequences and we have to deal with them
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Thank you.

CGood evening, sir.

MR. KANNAS: (Good evening. M nane is Leo Kannas,
L-e-0 K-a-n-n-a-s, and | have been with NextEra since 2007 or
'06, whatever they say. | had the first netro power, |
think, on nmy land or to test the wind. And |I've had good
working relationships. | think it's a good deal for the
Townshi ps, the schools. Everybody's going to benefit a
little bit. |Is there some problens? There isn't anything
that's perfect. You know, you work through them And I
guess |'m-- hope that they continue to stay with it and get
over the hurdles and that you guys pass it. I'monly 3 mles
from South Shore, or the land is. And |I've got sone people

that live on farmsites that -- of right -- within the
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Section that -- just bordering the Section that | farm on.
So, that setbacks and stuff like that that's really -- I'm
really listening to that. That's going to affect me quite a
load if they change it, a great deal. That's all | have.
Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  Thank you.

Next up.

Good eveni ng.

MR. LARSON: Good evening. M nane is Paul Larson.
| live in Stockholm South Dakota. Yes, |I'man advocate for
the wind farmthings.

THE REPORTER. Coul d you spell your nane, please?

MR LARSON. L-a-r-s-o-n

THE REPORTER. L-a-r-s-o0-n. Thank you.

MR. LARSON: | am an advocate for the wi nd farns.
There is a lot of profit in it and sone of these -- | get,

t hrough those people that come up and they're against it for
whatever little reason that they didn't get explained to them
very well, that's |lame on the conmpany. They're not
explaining to their people what's going on.

| don't think anybody's going to |lose their |and
because the wi nd farm goes bankrupt. You need to explain
that better to them

The elected officials fromthe State also need to

be alittle nore forethinking, too. | don't think 1500-feet
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setback is legitimate. | think 500 and 1,000 feet is just
fine. Telling other people what they can and can't do with
their property is kind of |ike a comunist state.

Sonme of you have been elected officials before. |
don't think the PUC is doing their job, either, because
there's brochures that says it doesn't pay. It does pay. It
pays very handsonely.

When | find people that will have these statistics,
| think they will sue the State for them because they're --
they're -- so, yes, | am 100 percent in favor of the w nd
farm There is a huge amount of profit there. | don't know
what the Counties and the State think they're going to do for
taxes in running the State and buil ding roads and bridges if
they don't bring in nore business, and getting electricity
cheaper than what presently is or keep it the sane would
definitely benefit the state of South Dakot a.

The PUC, | think, should be giving statistics of
what other states pay for electricity, so people here know
just how good a deal they have on electricity and how high it
could get if they don't get nore people bringing in and being
nore custoners to their power grid. That's all | have to say
t oday.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Paul , --

MR. LARSON: Yes.

CHAI RMAN HANSON: -- if you would wait just one
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second, pl ease.

You nentioned a nunber of things that are,

obvi ously, of interest to us. Frankly, the information on

the cost of electricity varies dramatically, depending upon

whether it's industrial or commercial or et cetera,

et cetera, and residential, |arge users, there's step

i ncreases and things of that nature, all of that is online.

| f soneone wants to ook it up, they can see it and they can

find it.
We are not promoters of our devel opers --

MR. LARSON: | understand that.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  -- or commercial. So, when you

said a "brochure,” that is -- | think you said that there's a

brochure that states that --
MR. LARSON: Yes, | have one at hone --
CHAI RMAN HANSON:  -- wind --

MR. LARSON: -- and it states that w nd does not

pay and that's inaccurate.
CHAI RMAN HANSON:  And who published that?
MR LARSON. The PUC
CHAl RVAN HANSON:  Ckay, | --

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  That State, |'m assum ng.

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  -- yeah, we --
MR. LARSON: South Dakota PUC. | have it at hone.
| wll, eventually, at some point, probably give it to
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sonmebody.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  1'd appreciate it if you would
make a copy and send it to us. You can do that through a
.pdf on an email or make a copy and mail it on snail mail.

MR. LARSON:  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  |'ve been with the PUC for 16
years and |'ve never heard of anything like that.
Frankly, --

MR LARSON. Well, it was you that handed it to ne
at the State Fair, so.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  And just for your information,

all three of us, all the Comm ssioners are el ected, so when

we sent --

MR, LARSON: Yes, | know that.

CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Ckay. You had said sone of us
had been elected. |'mnot --

MR LARSON. Sone of you have been el ected
officials in the State legislature, | said.

CHAI RMVAN HANSON:  GCh. Gkay. Thank you.
COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Thank you for sending that to
us. We look forward to seeing that in the next week,
hopeful 1y.
CHAI RVAN HANSON:  Thank you, Paul .
MR, LARSON: You're wel cone.
CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Further presenters, questions,
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concerns. The auction's going to close up here. Looking for
one final bidder.

Al right, then. W appreciate --

Vel |, there are some questions that we would |ike
to ask of the -- generally, we don't do this, but
occasionally we have one or tw questions for the applicant.
And this evening, if you'd like to start out,

Conmmi ssi oner Nel son.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Conmi ssi oner Hanson is
correct. We will ask nost of our questions at the
evidentiary hearing, but |I've got two that | want to ask
t oni ght.

W' ve got a couple of conments about liability
i nsurance and, obviously, one of the fol ks has given us a
copy of the contract, but I'd just like you folks to lay it
on the table tonight: Does your contract contain |anguage
regarding liability insurance or indemifying |andowners?

MR WLHELM So, wthout seeing the specific
contract, it's hard for nme to say. They're also bound by
confidentiality. But, in generally, yes, we do indemify our
| andowners for any actions attributable to the operator.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Thank you. And we will,
obvi ously, review the one contract that's been given to us.

Wuld it be fair to say that an indemnification

cl ause woul d be per uniformanong all of your contracts?
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MR. WLHELM Absolutely.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Thank you. And the second
question, on February 7th, you all submitted to us an updated
Figure 3A of the project map with the |l and ownership. Has
t here been any updates to that since February 7th?

MR WLHELM No, sir.

COW SSI ONER NELSON: Thank you. And | guess,
then, the only other cormment | would neke is, if there are
updates to that before we get to the evidentiary hearing,
we'd like to have a further update so that at that hearing
we' ve got an up-to-date nap.

MR. WLHELM Absolutely.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Thank you. What 1'd like to
do, and | don't really have a question for you, but | want to
make sure the public understands your tax structure.

So, Tyler, are you the project manager, right,

or --

MR WLHELM Yes, ma'am | am

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Ckay. Perfect. Could you
bring out that slide? And I, you know, | was trying to wite

it down quick and | want to make sure that the public can see
your taxes.
MR WLHELM (Brings up slide on projection

screen.)
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COW SSI ONER FI EGEN: So, obviously, this is your
slide. You guys did the projections on taxes, which is
al ways good because it's good for our comunity to know what
that | ooks like. Wat | want you to do is talk a little bit
about the policy in South Dakota on the tax structure,
especially with the schools' fornula and -- because you have
t he amount that cones to the school district.

But | want to nmake sure the public understands the
tax policy in South Dakota and if you could explain -- |
don't know if you can make that any bigger; you probably
can't. But if you could read it and especially tal k about
the school aid -- let's see. The school district you have --
| can't even read it fromhere, if it's 20- -- whatever
Could you just tell us what it says and, then, can you tell
us the South Dakota policy on that? Thank you.

MR WLHELM R ght. So, to sunmarize this, what
this table shows is the 25-year expected tax revenue that
Crowmed Ridge Wnd will pay. And so, what's listing here is
it's the Counties, the Townshi ps, and the school districts
that will receive those tax revenues. | can speak to any
specific points if you wanted to see them
Commi ssi oner Fiegan, but | think you were asking about the
school districts, specifically.

So, the Waverly School is expected to receive

$26.15 nmillion and the M| bank School District is expected to
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receive $3.19 nmillion. And so, the aggregate amount is
$37.37 mllion across all those entities.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Ckay. And can you clarify --
| don't know if you -- | assunme that -- can you clarify the
tax policy on education and how that inpacts the school aid
formula, so that these people know the policy that
Sout h Dakota has regarding those taxes, because | assune
that's the local effort; is that correct?

MR WLHELM So, Conm ssioner, | can't speak to
the specifics that you're referring to. | would appreciate
the opportunity to go back to our tax experts. | don't want
to say anything incorrectly.

| can attest to the accuracy of these nunbers on
this table and anything we put in our application. But as
far as the specifics to the tax policy, | would ask --

COW SSI ONER FIEGEN:  Ch, | --

MR WLHELM -- for the opportunity to get back to
you.

COW SSI ONER FIEGEN:  So, |I'mgoing to ask you,
when you get back to us, if you can put that online because |
don't know. | ask this at every neeting, so this is no new
question from Comm ssi oner Fiegen, to make sure the audi ence
knows what that tax on the school neans.

Most often, not always, but nost devel opers put the

entire amount of school taxes, and then they will explain the
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school aid formula which says, "Okay, yes, your school gets
this anount. But in year one, you get 100 percent. Al of a
sudden, it goes 20 percent down. So, in five years, your
school district really is -- the local effort has taken that
down. So, your school doesn't have any additional taxes
anynore fromthe wind project.”

So, | want to make sure that the public understands
that and that you can put that online because sonetines
that's a confusion. So, nost of our devel opers, kind of,
explain that. And if they don't, they explain it when | ask
them the question. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN HANSON:  Wel |, | adies and gentl enen, thank
you very nmuch for your attendance this evening and for the
information that you received that you provided to us and the
questions. We will include those within our questions in our
pursuit of making certain that all the t's are crossed and
i's are dotted. And you nmay continue to contact us through
emai|l or mail or calling. And | appreciate very nuch your
attendance. Please drive home safely.

COW SSI ONER FI EGEN:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER NELSON:  Thank you.

(End of public neeting at 7:45 p.m)
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