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MLB players: Teams 'depriving America of baseball games' 
AUOOARD PlUI 

NEWYORK-Playmac-

~:~~~~~!~i'=~! 1,,<.-;.:..,.;-,11r;.:;.;;;-: 
as part of a money fight set 
off by lhe coronavirus pan­
demic and raised the pos­
sibilily baseball Commis­
sioner Rob Manfred might 
push ahead with a shortened 
sea.son over the union's ob­
jection. 

Bruce Meyer, the union's 
dllef negotialor, sent a let ­
ter to Deputy Commissioner 
DanHaJemonFrldaythreat­
ening that an attempt to 
play without an agreement 
couJd lead players to block 
any attempt to expand the 
pfayoffs and deny consent 
to neutral-site g.ames in the 
postseason. 

"The league's cynical tac­
Uc of depriving America of 
baseball games in further­
ance of their demand for 
unwarranted salary con­
cessions is shortsighted and 
troubling," Meyer wrote. 
"Meanwhile, other le:.i:gues 
are moving forward with 
their plans for resumption!' 

Meyer'sletterw.asfirstre­
ported by The Athletic, and 
a copy was obtained by The 
Associated Press. 

ASSOCJAltt>PIICSS 

In this April 24, 2013, file photo, Cleveland Indians second baseman Jason Klpnls stands on the Major League Baseball logo !hat serves as the on deck circle 
during the fi rst inning of a baseball game between !he Chicago White SoK and the Indians. in Chicago. 

Major League Baseball 
made Its lnltJal economic 
propos;tlonM:1y26,offering 
an 82•g.ame regular season 
schedule and a sliding scale 
of cuts beyond the prorated 
shares of salaries the sides 
agreed to on March 26. 

Players responded on 
Sunday with a 114-g.ame 
regularseasonschcdulerun­
ningthroughCktoberandno 
addltJonal cuts. Each player 
would get about 70% of his 
original salary under the 
union's plan androughly22-
47% under MLB's proposal, 
including $200 million tied 
to the postseason being 
completed. 

"Wearedisappointedthat 
you are purportedly shutting 
down negotl:>.tlons after 
making one proposal de­
manding over S800 million 
in further pay cuts," Meyer 
wrote. "We reject your in­
vitation at the end of the 
letter to negotiate against 
ourselves . We are similarly 

chagrined by your decision 
to· carry through on Rob's 
threat from las t Sunday to 
intentionally play as few 
games as possible unless 
players agree to your de­
mand for pay cuts." 

MLB has proposed ex­
paniling the pla)-offs from 
10 teams to 14, which wou1d 
create at lcastsixnewgames 
with broodcast rights to sell. 
The union offered to agree to 
a pfa)'Off expm\Sion through 
2021. 

Both sides have said they 
hope to s tart the season 
around the beginning of July, 
and talks may Intensify next 
"'-eek. 

Before the pandemic, 
players were set to e:>.m 
about S4 billion In salaries, 
not including signing bo­
nuses, termination pay and 
option buyouts. Under the 
March 26 agreement, that 
would be cut to around S2 
billioninan82-pmeseason. 

MLB's offer wou1J lower 
salaries to Sl.2 billion plus 
the $200 million for the 
postseason. The union's 
proposal wou1d leave salaries 
at SZ.8 billion. 

"The league needs to tell 
us Immediately when it 
plans to start the season lf it 
plans to do so unilaterally:• 
Meyer wrote. "We assume 
the league understands that 
in the event of a unilateral 
implementation of a season 
by MLB there are nwner­
ous aspects of a season that 
the players associatJon will 
not be under any obligation 
to agree to, most not.ably 
any changes to the existing 
pl:1)'0ff structur~and the lo­
cations of playoff games. If 
you intend to seek the play­
ers' agreement to any such 
changes, we suggest that you 
raise them upeditiously!' 

Under the March agree­
ment, the season cannot 
start without MI.B's con.sent 
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DO YOU HAVE 
OSTEOPENIA OR OSTEOPOROSIS? 

\Nould you like to increase your bone 
density. muscular strength. balance and 

posture in o once per weelc soss1on? 
Then OsteoStrong® is right fer you! 

Call Today 
605-389-3684 

Schedule a FREE. educat ional 
trial session and receive a 
coupon for a Begin Your Journey 
Bundle. Offer Expires 7/31/20. 

'Results vary by individual 

THRILLED W ITH MY LAST 
DXASCANI 

My o ::XA scan showed a, 

increase of 4.l"k in my spine 
and 2.7'Y.. in my hip. My bones 
hove sigNficontly improved. 
These ore the exact reSUts I 

was hop'n3 to achieve. 
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Visit WWW.OSTEOSTRONGRAPIDCITY.M E for details! 

until there are no govern­
ment restrictions on play­
ing in front of fans In home 
ballparks, no relevant tr.Ivel 
restrictions in the U.S. and 
Canada, and a determina­
tion by Manfred there is no 
he:tllhrisk to players, st:1Jfor 
spectators. The sides com­
mitted to "discuss In good 
faith the economic feasibil­
ity of playing g:>.mes in the 
absence of spectators or at 
appropriate substitute neu­
tral sites!' 

Halem had written to the 
union on Wednesday that 
""-e do not have any reason 
to believe that a negotiated 
solution for an 82-gamesea­
son is possible!' 

"The commissioner is 
committed to playing base­
ball in 2020:' he added. "He 
has started discussions with 
ownership about s taging a 
shorterseasonwithoutfans. 
Assumingthatthosediscus-

sions go well, we will notify 
you at the appropriate time 
ofourintentions." 

Meyer criUcited MLB for 
the pace of negotiations 
and for not responding to 
all of the wilon's document 
requests, which include 
agreements bet...,-een clubs 
and regional sports net­
works. Some of the RSNs 
have elements of ownership 
O\-erlappingteams and indi­
viduals who own teams. 

MLB claims that by play­
ing in empty ballparks, it 
would lose S640,000 for 
each additional game. The 
union has challenged MLB 's 
analysis. 

"We note that the le:.i:gue 
frequently claims that it has 
negative operating profits 
from playing baseb:>.11 yet it 
still puts on baseball games 
e\-eryyea:r," Meyersald."'The 
league has done nothing to 
persuade us of the veracity 

ofits claims. As an example, 
the RSN contracts fin:illy 
produced by the league on 
June I were so heavily re­
dacted as to be essentially 
meaningless." 

Theunionoffered toJefer 
up to SIOO million In sala­
ries if the postseason Isn't 
completed this year, but 
Halem said teams have as ­
sumed $2 billion in addl­
tlonal debt. 

"Rob said at our last 
meeting that the league 'can 
pa.y 100% of salaries right 
now' and that MLB doesn't 
ha.\-eliquidityissues,"Meyer 
wrote. "Rob'$ statement 
that the league can easily 
borrow the equivalent of 
the proposed deferral Is also 
noteworthy in light of the 
le:igue's claims about clubs 
being buried in debt." 

richard.anderson4)1 
rapidcityjournal.com 

Vast Broadband's Lifeline discount 
may be able to help. Lifeline is a 
government program that provides 
a monthly discount on phone and 
Internet service to eligible 
households*_ Since 1985, the 
Lifeline program has helped 
millions of eligible Americans 
stay connected to family, work, 
doctors, and emergency 
services by making phone 
and Internet service more 
affordable. 
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