
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
LIFELINE/TRIBAL LINK UP ADVERTISING/OUTREACH 

ANNUAL REPORT 
JULY 1, 2014 

Company: Beresford Municipal Telephone Company 

Address: 101 N. 3rd Street 

Beresford, SD 57004 

Telephone number: ..... 6;;..;;0-..;;;.5.;..;.rl..-6-"-3--=2=5~00"'-------

Company contact: Todd Hansen. General Manager 

Study Area Code: ..;;;..39 .... 1._6_.4..:;..,.9 _______ _ 

Lifeline!Tribal Link Up Advertising/Outreach Activities: 

X Advertise in media of general distribution.* (See attached 
advertisement( s).) 

X Letter to existing and new customers regarding the availability of 
Lifeline/ Tribal Link Up.* (See attached letter.) 

X Company's Lifeline/Tribal Link Up information in directory. 

X Company's Lifeline/Tribal Link Up information available on Company website. 
(www.bmtc.net) 

X Company's information posted on USAC website. 

Other (describe): ------------------

*Required 
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De1t:/rL Tfe;~L 
10 vrestlers in the top four to 
win the Harrisburg Invitational. 
(11 Teams Competed) 

Winning titles at Harrisburg 
were Justin Haneke, at 120 lbs, 
who beat two returning State A 
Champions to earn his crown. 
" ' 

182 lbs Chris Andrews 3rd 
195 lbs Caleb Nelson 4th 
220 lbs Derik Weibers 4th 
Hwt Tristan Lutters DNP 

Beresford Team points: 198,5 
Champs 

COilege of , Education & Hu~ 
man'Sciences 
Brown, Julia Rae Alcester SD 
Bonte, Corissa Lee, Beresford 
SD; Carlson, Christy Lynne 
Beresford, SJ;>; Mohr, Christo
pher Michaei Beresford, SD 

Beresford Municipal Telephone Company 
Rates and Lifeline and Link Up Program 

Beresford Municipal Telephone Company provides basic and enhanced telecommunications 
services within its service area. Basic services are offered at the following rates: 

Single Line Residence Service 
Single Line Business Serv~e 
Multi Line Business Service 

Lo<a1 resident and business service includes: 

$16.45 
$26.95 
$30.58 

• Voice grade access to the public telephone network 
,• Single-party fiat-rated local service free of per minute charges 
• Dual tone multi-frequency signaling (touch-tone) service 
• Access to directory assistance services .. 
• Access to other operator services 
• Access to 911 emergency services 
~ Access to interexchange (long distance),set"Vices 
• · ·Toll limitation for ·qualifying low-income consumers 

Lifeline and Link Up telephone assistance programs are available for qualifying low-income sub
scribers. These programs provide for connection and monthly service discounts on telephone service. 
To qualify, a subscriber must participate in at least one of the following programs or have a household 
income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines: 

• Medicaid 
Supplemental NutritionAssistance Program (Food Stamps program) 
Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF) 
National School Lunch (NSL) free lunch program 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
Federal Public Housing Assistance 

• Low Income Housing Energy Assistance 
Toll blocking at no charge and reduced deposits are also available. 

The basic services described above are offered to all consumers in BMTC's service area. If you have 
any questions regarding telecommunication services, please call BMfC's office at 605n63-2500. 
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Antonson, Madeline 
Doeden, Oliver 
Hepner, Hannah 
Hoffman, Tiffany 
Jensen, Allison 
Johnsen, Alexan<b"a 
Johnson, Jessica · 
Nelson, Bailey 
O'Connell, Nick 
Wyatt, Nadine 
9th Grade 
Auch, Peter 
Deen, Casi 
Homandberg, Rylee 
Jensen, Leo 
Mochel, Julia 
Petersen, Elizabeth 
Swee, Breanna 

Peterson, Keesha Marie Beres
fordSD 
College of Engineering 
Myrmoe, Kevin Gregory 
Beresford SD; Amen, Michael 
Jeffrey Canton, SD; Johnson, Ty
ler Adam Canton. SD 
College ofNutsing 
Schempp, Mallory Kay 
Alcester SD 
Carnes, Crystal Joy 
Beresford SD 
Zweifel, Lisa Ann 
Beresford SD 
Johnson, Cayce Lynne 
Canton SD 
* Kloster, Jacob Sterling 
Hudson SD 
Kolthoff, Kimberly Ann 
Viborg SD 
College of Pharmacy , 
* Heiman, Rick Scott ' 
Alcester SD 
Hanson, Stephanie Karen 
Beresford SD 

1/n /~13 
10th Grade 
Adams, Nicholas 
Beckstrom, Brent 
Brewers, Thomas 
Dolan, Justin 
Grigg, Emma 
Heldt, Brandon 
Horlyk, Courtney 
Housken, Amanda 
Huot, Kevin 
Johnson, Brianna 
Kirkebak, Joseph 
Knudson, Ashley 
Lundberg. Emily 
Lyle, Trent 
Mcinnis, Molly 
Nordquist, Kole 
Schmidt, Albert J 
Watkins, Taylor 
Weiland, Seth 
Wilson, Christian 
Zoss, Aschlie 
9th Grade 
Bergland, Hunter 
Cardona, Meggan 
Erlandsop. Michael 
Pedderson-Nelson, Rebecca 
Finch,'Nathaniel · 
Frink, Allison 
Hanke, Aspen 
Heldt, Brady 
Jensen. Sadie 
Johnson, Alexis 
Kennedy, Mary Ellen 
Kirkebak, Kate 
Lutter, Tristan 
Nel~on, Caleb 
Sveegge1,1, Korissa 
Van Gelder, Holly 
VanNoort, Austin ' 
Weiland, Victoria 
Wilson, Katelyn 
Wyatt, Anita 
Zweifel, Reilly 



Beresford Municipal Telephone 
120 E. Main Street 

Beresford, SD 57004 
763-2500 

Notice To All Beresford Municipal Telephone Company Customers 

L ow Income Assistance Available: 
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company is authorized to provide a federal telephone assistance program that was 
developed in response to concerns about the affordability of telephone service for low-income citizens. The Lifeline 
program provides reduced monthly charges to telephone subscribers who qualify. 

Who is Eligible? 
Subscribers must have household income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines or must participate 
in at least one of the following public assistance programs to be eligible: 

Medicaid Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Food Stamps Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
Federal Housing Assistance Temporary Aid to Needy Families 
National School Lunch Free Lunch Program 

If you do not participate in one or more of the programs listed above, you may qualify for Lifeline if your household 
income does not exceed 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines (see table below). 

2013 Health and Human Services Poverty Guidelines 
Number in 135% Guideline (Annual) Number in 
Residence Residence 
1 $15,512 5 
2 $20,939 6 
3 $26,366 7 
4 $31,793 8 
For each additional person after 8, add $5,427 to the annual guideline. 

Source: Federal Register, Vol. 78 No. 16, January 24, 2013, pp. 5182-5183 

What does the Program Provide? 

135% Guideline (Annual) 

$37,220 
$42,647 
$48,074 
$53,501 

Lifeline provides eligible subscribers with a credit of $9.25 on their basic telephone charges. The credit applies on the 
main home telephone line listed in the name of the eligible telephone company subscriber. Lifeline subscribers also may 
receive blocking of long distance calling on their telephone line at no charge. 

How do I apply? 
If you meet the eligibility requirements, you must completely fi ll out and sign an application form. You must also show 
proof of program participation or income eligibility. More details on this documentation requirement and application 
forms are available at our office at: Beresford Municipal Telephone Company, 120 E. Main St., Beresford, SD 57004, 
and at Beresford City Hall, 10 l N. 3rd St., Beresford, SD 57004. 

Could I Become Ineligible? 
When you no longer are eligible to participate in any of the above assistance programs, you are no longer eligible for 
Li feline. You are obligated by law to notify Beresford Municipal Telephone Company and advise the company that you 
are no longer eligible for Lifeline. 

lfyoufeelyou qualify for this program or would like more information, 
please call us at 763-2500 or stop in our office at 120 E. Main Street. 

5/1/2013 



U.S. CODE, TITLE 18 
Section 1343 

=r·at-d by 'Nire. Whoever. having vc-v·ised or 1ntend1ng ~o cJevise any sche'11e er 11rt1fice to defraL1d, or 
fer obta '•1.rg money or property -;y ·neims of fa'se :::;r f··audJ°er'lt preterises. repcesenta tions, or prom
ises, t-ransmits or causes t o i?e :ransmitteo by mean6 of wi re, radio. or t.e evis1on communicatior1 in 
interstate or foreign C0'11me·-ce, ano wri:.ings. s gns, sienals, pictures. or SCc1'1ds for the purpose of 
execut.i-1g such scheme or- artifice, shall be fi.,eo r"Ot mo··e t han $1,000.00 or imprisoned not more 
than five years. or both. 

HOUSE BILL NO .. 639. as passed by t he Fif ::y·Secord Sessio'1 of the Legislature of the State of 
Sout;,., Dal<ot.a stipulates t re following: 

1. /\ny person owning c- having C0<1Lrol of any r;ipes. wi res, cables, c- ether facilities for the 
Cransmission of gas. oil, elect;r 'city, water, comn-u1·cations, 0' otner products or services. 
which are buried benea:A· tr.e surface c f :;he g'ot..nd, including areas withn t he limits of any 
po-,tical subdivis ion, S'1al give written notice thereof to the cffice of tf-e register of deeds in 
the county where the facil ir,ies a re locat ed. 

2. - he register of deeds of each county where the facil it ies descri':;ied are buried shall establish 
and maintain a unifor,..., f i e system contain1ng the information ft..r111shed by the owner or per• 
son having control of these facilities. 

3 . Any person i n~end i ng co conduct any digging. e-ading, leveling, excava:;i.,g. blast.ing, or similar 
ace v·ties upon t-he lands described in t he '1o·t:.1cc shall reqt-est the person owning or control
ling t.he faoilit·es to accL,rat:.e1y locate t'lem upc<1 t.he land •1<here ti'>ey are situated, at least 
t,,wo days per location, noi; counting Saturoays. '.?undays, ard lega no1 days, before t he com

'11encement of t he ac t ivii;y. 

Lifel ine and Toil Limitation Service support provide discounts tc eligible low-income consumers W 

help t hem establish and maintain -i;elepho'1e se·vce. Note: TelecommLnications carriers cannot 
charge a ~ifel i ne cusiomer federal USF fees on the local service port'on of t:.heir t elephone bill. 

What type of di5count i5 available? 

Lifel ine assistance owers the cost of basic, mo~t:.'11y lcc.ol telep'lone ser~ice. Eligjble consumers 

receive a $9.25 credit per month. 

Eligible residents of Indian reser1ations or t r iba1 1.-~.ds can receive up to an additiorlal $25 i.ri l ifeline 

sup:?ort, but must pay at least $1 fo r basic mo1Lh y service. 

Ehgi?le low-income co1sumers living on t ribal lands are el ig ble for an additional discount of ur .. to $10 
to cover 100'/• of the cliarges between $60 and $ 'i30. 

Toll Lim itation Service (TLS) sur;port allows e igiole w ns1,mers who w;sh to avoid incurring l·aree long 

dis tance fees to choose toll blocking or toll control at no cost. 

How do I know whether I a m eligible? 

Eligibility for Lifeline and TLS support. 'lanes by srate. Individuals who reside in states that ha~~their 
own discount programs qua1i fy for federal Lifel ine and I LS support if they meet the elig i bil i~y.cri~~na 

bl
. h h · · ~- ·dual is elig1ble1,f.he est a 1s ed by i; eir s t ate. In states that do no:. p-ov,de sta·t.e suoport, an 1nc.-1v1 · · 
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c·r :?re pai-tic pa:.es "'1 n~e of t>1e f(l IO'Nin-e proti .. CHn:?: 
... a·..v-ln~:on1 ~ 1 1 0·~·,,-· [ner~y /-.~,5isr.a··c<~; ·r· ·· .~ r.a· ..... fl.IHE/-.f''1 
F:;,;.!'!· al!? Jv'lk ~· it J' r·g /:...::,.c., ·.:< .:·lr:~p L·r .. . ,,. ricn 8 

tv.ed c.:i1v 
Food S:.ani1·" 
Sup:; e11err,<d S··1. urity lrcorne (S~:· i 
r em:;ora'-y /\s<;,,,;.t a nee 'or 'Jeedy f a·l"ll ''" (f A~IF) 
Nationa l ~), l· oo _ unc~· Progra'Yl's '··ee lw1c·-, prcg-ani 

n ac>dit ion, a corsy•·er 111ay be eligib1e 1f h ~;or 'er 11ouse'"10 d 1r.cc-r1e if, al or t:ie C/11 1 35~ 

-:Jove~";,·· guideli:"'es. 

re apply for Lifel '1t ard 11s discounts. please con·cact ?erest:;rci tvlL. '11Cipa le e:Jl-01, 
f'. 3rd. Beres1c; ·~d . ~~[) ~1!'004 O"' (605·~7e3-25CO. 

i.:t; . 

Use Of Telephone For I>~~bt'~,({1 . 
Collection Purposes - > .. • 

The Feder.a• CcmmJr1cat 01s Commiss on has -eceived infoM1at·on v1at 1'Cerstate t eler 
:1eing useo 'c- co!lcct1c' o• :::;la1med debts n way•, ~hat are or ,...,ay :ie 1n v "iar,ion o; appl· 
~ne celepho"e cor~pan1e0 and cr i11ir1a l s:.atu;e;; P-actices a le~ed ·r.cl.llic call«g at oc 
,;ay or nigf-t: re::>ea:.eo cal s: calls to fr ends. 'e 11h::iors, relacives. e. ·rFicye-s, and ch 1.-:l't 

,; ·1ariety of t h1ea:-o: c;. l s asse-tirg 'abt>y tha ~ c-edi:. -a:. n.zs w1I 'JC- -.-t: calls Fase 
legal process is abo .... t tc be se-·1ed: ca Is Jerra~ding pay,...,ents 'or amounts not :;wed; 
o; employnoent: ar1d c.al!s rr. isrepresent:.ing :.'e :.e-ms and cc'dii1cns of exs·cire or p-opc 
.A.1~,f-oug h '1'1any of tnese calls are placed on cl lcca· basis. :.he.··e is i'1creasi1g 1coica 
m:Jro::ier prac:. ces z< so irvove use o' 1nte-s:.ace toll and Wide f -.rea l el ~pfone Serv1::.:e (• 

Twi"fs of :.he t-elepr one cor1pa11 es forbid use Qf the telephone ". . for a ca ll or ca .s. 
oc.herwise. i; in a r ·anner -easonably to be expez;t:.ed to f-igrt en, aoJse. to·men:., or -a-a 
fo ·· calls t hat" ... in tere-e unreasonaby w th Che L.Se of the ser'lice by 0·1e o- 'YlO'e r;tr 
or calls for". . ur"lav·i'u purpose:· lpon ·;io1ati0'1 o; any o< these conoi t io10 the teiephor 
by written noi;:ce, oisvon;;·n~e service "forthw th." These tariff regulaJ;io-is ~re fi eo wit'1 t 
pursuant t o Section 203 of the Co'11mu'icat.,ons Act, 47 U.S.C. 203, anc are bir1ding 01 
comoany and custo .. 1er a ike. Users o; the te!ei:;rone service are also stJb:ect. to C'1e en 
c.eeoings prov·c;ed ;or in Sections t-o· and 4'1 o' the Comm:in:cat;ons -".;c 11 add.tio .. , 
;-,e ephone ser,ice fer 'liolation of i;he tar:ffs. Sect.ion 223 of t;he Cor'"1mur i;acions l-.:;:; rr 
:.o use the telephone 1n Che Distr ict of C.c LWbia or i'1 interstate or fore..zn co"nmun1c. 
"repeaied telephc'e calls, during which wnversac1on ensues. solely w ha1ass any persc 
n_,mber" or to knew ngiy permii; "at.hers r.o use "1s :.elephone" for such p0r~:::ise. Pera ~1e;; 

Section 22:? are a "ine up to $500.00 C' six months' i'Ylprisonmenr;, or beth, 47 U.S.S.; 

The Com miss or is cone erred that some use'S c f telephone ser-1ice may tie unaw;;re 0£ t 
::.o refrai< fron· 1Js ne the service fo- al:>us1ve c·· harassing cal le;. It is alsc cc~cerno,d tr 
"nay be wi llfully and repeatedly v'olati "'g t re prc·vis ion of the tar'Ts and ::he applicab e 
that the teleprane corrpan1es are no:. aoequa tely enforcing Che1r tariffs. A;;co··di'g y, t 

is issuing :.nis f'ub'ic i'loi;·ce in order t.hat the pub ic may be 1nforrrl'.d of tqe reo_ .. we.mer· 
area ard so t hat. ~s~rs may be ale-te.:t to :.re r legal ob11ga;1~~s i'1 the Jse or cr·e eel• 
penal i1es 'or ' a.IJre t.o abide chereby 
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Beresford Municipal Telephone Company 

Lifeline 

BMTC provides a federal telephone assistance program for low-income citizens. The Lifeline program provides reduced monthly charges to 
telephone customers who qualify. Subscribers must have a household income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines or 
must participate in at least one of the following public assistance programs to be eligible. 

Medicaid 
Food Stamps 
Federal Housing Assistance 
Temporary Aid to Needy Families 
National School Lunch Free Lunch Program 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Supplemental Security Income 

Lifeline provides eligible subscribers with a credit of $9.25 each month on the basic service portion of the telephone bill. The credit applies on 
the main home telephone line listed in the name of the eligible telephone company subscriber. 

Toll Limitation Service allows eligible Lifeline customers who wish to avoid incurring long distance fees to choose toll blocking at no cost. 

If a customer qualifies due to income requirements, documentation is required prior to installation. Acceptable forms of documentation include: 
> Prior year tax return 
>Paycheck stubs (must be 3 consecutive months within current calendar year) 
> Social Security Statement of Benefits 
> Veterans Administration Statement of Benefits 
> Retirement/Pension Statement of Benefits 
>Unemployment/Workman's Compensation Statement of Benefits 
> Divorce Decree, child support. or other official document 

For more information on the Lifeline program, please 
call us at 763-2500. 

To contact Beresford Munidpal Telephone, please call, fax, e-mail, or stop by our office: 
120 E. Main Street 

Beresford, SD 57004 
Phone: 605/ 763-2500 or 605/763-2008 

Fax:605/763-7112 
£-mall: ohone@bmtc.net 

http://www.bmtc.net/~bmtcweb/Lifeline.htm 06/05/2014 


