
Page 1of 3 
SAC: 361495 
State: MN 
Valley Telephone Co - MN  
Form 481 Line No. 1210 Lifeline Plans Terms and Conditions 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Lifeline Terms and Conditions 

 
1. Valley Telephone Co - MN (Company) offers lifeline program-supported service to qualified low-

income residential consumers for one telephone line per eligible household.  The lifeline program 
provides discounts to eligible low-income consumers to help them establish and maintain telephone 
service.  Lifeline assistance lowers the cost of basic, monthly local telephone service.  Eligible 
consumers can receive $9.25 per month in discounts.  In addition, the Federal Universal Service 
Charge is not assessed to consumers participating in Lifeline.  Toll Blocking prevents the placement 
of all long distance calls for which a subscriber would be charged.  Toll Blocking is available to eligible 
consumers at no cost.  Also, by choosing the option, consumers are usually not charged a deposit. 
 
Lifeline Program Eligibility Information 
 
Program Based Eligibility 
 
Consumers are eligible for Lifeline if they, one of their dependents or their household participate in 
one of the following qualifying assistance programs: 
 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
Federal Public Housing Assistance (Section 8) 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
Medicaid 
National School Lunch Program’s Free Lunch Program 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
 
Lifeline applicant must present documentation demonstrating eligibility either through participation in 
one of the qualifying federal assistance programs or through income-based means. 
 
Acceptable documentation of program-based eligibility includes:  current or prior year’s statement of 
benefits from a qualifying program; notice letter of participation in a qualifying program; program 
participation documents; or another official document evidencing the consumer’s participation in a 
qualifying program. 
 
Income Based Eligibility 
 
In addition, consumers are eligible for Lifeline if their household income is at or below 135% of the 
federal poverty guidelines. 
 

2013 Federal Poverty Guidelines – 135%
 

Household 
 Size 

48 Contiguous 
States and D.C. 

 

1 $ 15,512 
2 20,939 
3 26,366 
4 31,793 
5 37,220 
6 42,647 
7 48,074 
8 53,501 

For Each Additional Person, Add 5,427 
 
Acceptable documentation of income eligibility includes:  prior year’s state, federal or Tribal tax return; 
current income statement from an employer or paycheck stub; social security statement of benefits; 
Veterans Administration statement of benefits; retirement/pension statement of benefits; 
unemployment/workmen’s compensation statement of benefits; federal or Tribal notice of letter 
participating in General Assistance; or a divorce decree or child support award or other official 
document containing income information. 
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Lifeline Terms and Conditions (Continued) 
 

 
Lifeline Program Eligibility Information (Continued) 
 
Recertification of Lifeline Eligibility 
 
Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their eligibility annually.  Failure to properly recertify a 
recipient’s continued eligibility for the Lifeline program will result in termination of the Lifeline 
recipient’s monthly Lifeline discount and de-enrollment from the Lifeline Program. 
 
Additional Lifeline Program Information 
 
The Lifeline program is limited to one benefit per household, consisting of either wireline or wireless 
service.  A household is defined, for purposes of the Lifeline Program, as an individual or group of 
individuals who live together at the same address and share income and expenses.  Lifeline is 
government benefit program, and consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain 
the benefit can be punished by fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program.  
 

2. The Company’s flat rate plans include unlimited local exchange calling including usage to designated 
nearby local exchange areas.  The flat rate plans do not include any toll usage.  The rates for any toll 
usage are determined by the rate plans of the Toll Provider(s) that are selected by lifeline end users. 

 

3. The Company has met and will meet the requirements of eligible telecommunications carrier 
advertising.  This includes: 

 
a. A full description of available services in the Company’s Official telephone directory, including 

the process to be used by customers to quality for lifeline and link-up service. 
b. Advertising of the available universal service in media of general circulation in the Company’s 

designated service area.  Availability may be advertised in newspapers, company 
newsletters, company or civic internet sites, bill stuffer, direct mailings, or other means 
intended to convey availability throughout the designated service area. 

 
4. The specific Company terms and conditions for the Company’s Lifeline Plans are set forth in pages 

included in Exhibit 1, attached.  
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Minnesota: 
 
Rates: 
 
The Company’s Local service rates that serve as its Lifeline Plans are filed in Compliance with the regulatory 
requirements of Minn. Rules Ch. 7810 and Minn. Rules pt. 7812.0600. 
 
Lifeline Terms and Conditions: 
 
The Company will adhere to Lifeline Terms and Conditions above as well as Minnesota Administrative Rule 
“7817.0400 ‐ Eligibility for Telephone Assistance Credits” which states: 
 
Minnesota Administrative Rule 237 Chapter 7817.0400 
 

Subpart 1. Information provided.  Each local service provider shall annually mail a notice of the 
availability of the telephone assistance plan to each residential subscriber in a regular billing.  If a 
subscriber has chosen to receive the regular billing other than through U.S. mail, the local service 
provider shall send the notice in a regular billing using the delivery method chosen by the subscriber for 
delivery of the regular billing.  The notice must state the following:  YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR 
ASSISTANCE IN PAYING YOUR TELEPHONE BILL IF YOU RECEIVE BENEFITS FROM CERTAIN LOW‐INCOME 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS OR MEET CERTAIN INCOME LIMITS.  FOR MORE INFORMATION OR AN 
APPLICATION FORM PLEASE CONTACT   
  (local service provider)  .  On request, the local service provider shall mail to a person an 
application form developed by the commission and the Department of Commerce, and a brochure that 
describes the telephone assistance plan’s eligibility requirements and application process. 

 
Subpart 2. Application process.  On completing and signing the application certifying under penalty of 
perjury that the information provided by the applicant is true and that the statutory criteria for eligibility 
are satisfied, the applicant must return it to the local service provider for enrollment in the telephone 
assistance plan.  An application may be made by the subscriber, the subscriber’s spouse, or a person 
authorized by the subscriber to act on the subscriber’s behalf. 

  Subpart 4. Eligibility criteria.  To be eligible for a telephone assistance credit the applicant must: 
    A.  be a subscriber who resides in Minnesota or has moved to Minnesota and intends to remain; and 
    B.  be eligible for the federal Lifeline telephone service discount. 

Subpart 7. Applicant and recipient responsibilities.  Each applicant and each recipient shall provide current 
information to the local service provider about permanent changes that affect the applicant’s or recipient’s 
eligibility. 

  Subpart 8. Local service provider responsibilities. 
A.  A local service provider shall begin providing telephone assistance credits to an applicant in the 
earliest possible billing cycle but not later than the second billing cycle following submission of a 
completed application demonstrating eligibility.  If certified, the local service provider shall notify the 
applicant by, for example, placing telephone assistance credits on the bill. 
B.  If an applicant is denied eligibility, the local service provider shall notify the applicant in writing of 
the reasons for the denial, of the right to appeal, and of the right to reapply. 
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