
BEFORE THE
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

IN THE MAT"'ER OF THE REQUEST OF )
BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE )
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION )
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL )
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUVl'OR.... )

ANNUAL ETC CERTIFICATION
FILING

Beresford MUnioiplll Telcphone Company (the "Company"), by and througbillllltlomey,
makes this filing to seek certificatiolt from the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (the
"Commission") as is required under 47 c.P.R. § 54.314 and to comply with the pro"isiollS of
ARSD §§ 20:jO;12:52 and 2{):10'31:54 of the Commission's rules pertaining to eligible
telePommuttications carriers ("ETCs").

In acoordance with 47 C.F.R. §54.314, fcderlll universal service support provided to
carriers pursuant t9 47 C.FJ~-. §§ $.4.301, 54.305 and/or 54.307 and/or Part 36, Subpart F
(lligh-C9stloop support. local switching support, safety net additive support andSl\fety valve
SlijlpOrt) will be mlldeavailable ooly if the State Commission files the requisite annWlI
certification with the FCC and USAc, The certIfication required Sflecificlllly fur mralcllttlers to
receive federal universlll service support fOr all tour quarters during clllendar 'year 2010 is
currently due to be filed with tile FCC #lid USAC on or before October 1,2009. The
certification maybe presented to these entitlesin the f(lnn of a letter from the State Commission.
The letter must identify which carriers in the State are eligible to receive federal support during
the 12-month period and mvst certify that the oarriers listed will only use the support far the
proviSion, Illaintenance and upgrading offacilities and servi4"¢s fOr which the support is intended.

As part of its annual r-equest if.} the Commission for certification. the Company provides
the following informatiim:

l. the Company ill amraJ telephone C()mpany that has previously been designared
llytllis CommisSion as an ETC. The (;ompany provid\ls loolll exohange telephone setvices.
including llII of the essential services that are inolu®d in the federlll defmitiOll of universal
service, to l\Pproximately 1,445 access lines within illl established rural service area in South
Dakota,

2. The provillions of ARSD§ 20: 10:32:54 addressing the annual "Certification
requirements" set forth by this Commission indicate in part that the ETC must shQw "how much
universlllservice support wM recillved." Accordingly, the Company's 2008 fed6ral universlll
service receipts are reflected ()l1 ExhibIt Abereto (presented as part of the C9ntpany's "Progress
Report"). This same ExJllbit also shows total ellpenditures ofthe ContflanY in 2008 ,reillted to the
proVIsion, maintenance .and upgrading ofthe facilities and services thar are sul'ported by federel
ltniversal servioe funding. In addition, to the elItent changes have oocurred, to date, with respect
to the Company's planned 2009 investments noted in last year's two-year plan, the ohanges are
referenced in that Exhibit. E.~timl\les of the exp.enditures to be made by the ComflanY fur
clllendar year 2010, related to the provision, malntellance, and upgrading of facilities and
servioes supported by federal universal s\lrvic\l, are provided on Exhibit B hereto as part of the
Company's current Two-Year Plan. Consistent with federal universal servioe principles, the



Company will usc federal universal service amounts received in 2010 to offset a portion Qfthese
2010 expenditures. This use of federal universal service l,'Upport will enable the Company to:
(1) maintain rates tor its local exchange services that are affordable and reasonably comparable
to rates being charged for the SllIIle services in urban areas; and (2) to upgrade its
telecommunications facilities and eq~ipment.as necessary to 1l1~ evolving service requirements
and maintain high quality service. The use of federal universal service support for these
pUipOses is clearly consistent with the federal universal service provisions.

3. In addition to the infonnation included in Exhibits A and B, the following
information L.'l provided to meet the Cornrilissi6n's nCertificationrequirements" set forth ·in
§ 20: I0:32:54:

•

•

•

•

During ealendilr year 2008, tbe Company experienced the following service outages
affecting at least l() percent of its end USer customers. for a JlI'li04 lasting longer than
30 minutes: On FebtWII'Y II. 2008. SON experienced an oulllge wlUQ\> caused toll liltd
911 service msruptiorul to all of 1I>e Compal\Y's sUbseriheI'S. The oUlage lasted
approximately 35 minutes. SDN hw takcn .teps to deploy additional back-up bauery
powcr top~nt suQ\> problems in the futl!f".
The Company was able to PtoYide service to ~II potential customers that requested
service during 2008, and lIS of December 31, 2008, the Company had no unfuljjllud
requests for setVice,
During 2008,lhe Company's c....tomer service dopartment receJved an estillllltOO zero
complaints from eol1S\llllOlS. N"complaints wete received by the Company molO
fonnally as written complalnm or as coIl1plaillts that needed to be resolved with the
involvement of "the, Company representatiVes uutslde of the customer service
dopsrtmen!.
Alsn ~ttached lIS "Exhibit C" i. a dOl-'Uffient contain~ "ther cettincations, including
those required undetlh. provisions of ARSD §§ 20'10:32:54(6), 20:10:32:54(1),
20:10:32;54(8) and20:10:32:S4(9).

4. Based on all ofthe foregoing information, inCluding the information providod on
Exhibits A, B and C, the CoIllP"'o/ ,eq_ts that this Commission issue an appropriale
cettification to the FCC and USAC indicating that Beresfor<l Municipal Telephooe Company is
in compliance with 47 U.S.C. § 2S4(e)aad should teeeiveall fedenJl ualvetsal service support
determined for distribution to tile CQIllPtUll' in 2010. In order toensore that this certification is
issued to the FCC prior to October I, 2009. the Company would 1Urtlter llS~ the Commission to
expedite the process that i. initiated t>.s.std 00 this filing.

Dated lhi.~day "fMay 2009.

~"tfuliy.ubmilted,

cJ1.,..,../!~
City Attorney ~.'-~~~-
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