
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
LIFELINE/LIN UP ADVERTISING/OUTREACH 

ANNUAL REPORT 
JUNE 1, 2008 

 
 
Company: FARMERS MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

Address: 301 2ND ST S 

 PO BOX 368 

 BELLINGHAM, MN  56212 

Telephone number: 320-568-2105 

Company contact: KRIS RADERMACHER 

Study Area Code: 361389 

 

Lifeline/Link Up Advertising/Outreach Activities 

  Advertise in media of general distribution.*  (See attached 
____________.) 

X  Letter to existing and new customers regarding the availability of 
Lifeline/Link Up.*  (See attached __________.) 

X  Company’s Lifeline/Link Up information in directory. 

  Company’s Lifeline/Link Up information available on Company 
website.  (______________) 

X  Company’s information posted on USAC website. 

X  Other (describe):  __DISTRIBUTED IN OUR NEWSLETTER_____ 

  _____________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________ 

* Required 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 
Under a law the Telephone Assistance Plan (TAP) eligibility requirement, which, also, updates the Federal Lifeline Credit 
program requirement, changes the offer of telephone assistance to the subscriber at their primary residence.  From here 
forward, annually you must provide proof of eligibility to receive the monthly credit to your phone bill. You are now eligible 
for TAP if you provide proof of participation in: 
 

• Medicaid/Medical Assistance (MA) 
• Food Support (food stamps) 
• Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) 
• Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
• Federal Public Housing Assistance 
• National School Free Lunch Program 

 
If you do not qualify under the above criteria, but live on a federally recognized reservation, you can also provide proof of 
participation in one of the following: 
 

• Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance 
• Tribally Administered Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
• Head Start (only for those meeting the income qualifying standard) 
• Tribal National School Free Lunch Program 

 
If you do not participate in any program listed above, but your income is at or below 135% ($12,569) of the Federal 
Poverty Guideline please attach one of the following documents: 
 

• Last year’s State, Federal or Tribal Tax Return 
• 3 Consecutive Months of Most Recent Paycheck Stub 
• Veterans Administration Benefits Statement 
• Unemployment/Workmen’s Compensation Statement 
• Child Support Document 
• Current Annual Income Statement from Employer 
• Social Security Benefits Statement 
• Retirement/Pension Benefit Statement 
• Divorce Decree 
• Other 

 
NOTE CHANGE OF REQUIREMENTS:  If you currently receive a TAP/Lifeline Credit on your primary residence 
telephone billing, please provide Farmers Mutual Telephone Company with current proof of eligibility based on 
above listed criteria.  Farmers Mutual is now required to gather this proof on an annual basis.  
 
If you no longer receive benefits from any of the programs listed above or have not provided Farmers Mutual with proof of 
eligibility you will no longer receive TAP/Federal Lifeline Credit discount after February 1, 2007. Your February 10, 2007 
billing will no longer reflect the discount. 
 
If you have questions about the changes to the TAP/Federal Lifeline Credit Program, please call the SD Public Utilities 
Commission at 1-800-332-1782 or Farmers Mutual Telephone Company at 320/568-2105. 
 
Farmers Mutual Telephone Company Management 



South Dakota Telephone Service Discount Application 
(Please Print) 

 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________  
 (Last)                      (First) (Middle) 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________  
 (Street) (City) (State) (Zip) 
 
Telephone Number (if existing service): ( _____ ) _____-__________ 
MUST be in applicant’s name       Area code & 7-digit number 
 
Telephone Number where you can be: ( _____ ) _____-__________ 
Reached or receive messages       Area code & 7-digit number 
 
Name of your local telephone company _______________________________________________________________  
 
No. of people living in your household ________________________________________________________________  
 

1. I am currently participating in the following program(s):  Check all that apply and provide proof of 
participation 
ο Medicaid/Medical Assistance 
ο Food Support (food stamps) 
ο Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) 
ο Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

ο Federal Public Housing Assistance or Section 8 
Assistance 

ο Low-Income Home Energy Assistance (LIHEAP) 
ο National School Free Lunch Program

 
2. I live on a reservation and participate in the following program(s):  Check all that apply and provide proof 

of participation 
ο Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance 
ο Tribally administered Temporary Assistance for 

Needy Families 

ο Head Start (only for those meeting its income 
qualifying standard) 

ο Tribal National School Free Lunch Program 
 
3. I do not participate in any program listed in #1 or #2 and my income is at or below 135% of Federal 

Poverty Guidline.  Please attach one of the documents below. 
ο Last year’s State, Federal or Tribal Tax Return 
ο 3 consecutive months of most recent paycheck 

stub 
ο Veterans Administration Benefits Statement 
ο Unemployment/Workmen’s Compensation 

Statement 
ο Child Support Document 

ο Current annual income statement from employer 
ο Social Security Benefits Statement 
ο Retirement/Pension Benefit Statement 
ο Divorce Decree 
ο Other 

 
I agree to notify the telephone company when I no longer participate in any of the above qualifying programs.  I 
certify under penalty of perjury the above information is true.  I have read the information on this application and 
understand I must participate in one of the above programs to receive telephone service discounts on my 
primary residential line. 
 
 ____________________________________________   ____________________________   ______________  
Applicant Signature  Social Security Number Date 
 
I am an “Authorized Representative” for this applicant and am submitting this form on behalf of this customer.  I am willing 
to assist this applicant in seeking telephone service discounts. 
 
 ____________________________________________   ____________________________   ______________  
Print “Authorized Representative” name   Daytime Phone Number Date 
 

FARMERS MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 
PO BOX 368 

BELLINGHAM, MN  56212 
320-568-2105 PHONE 

320-568-2200 FAX 
Email:   farmers@farmerstel.net 
Website:   www.farmerstel.net 



GRANT-DEUEL SCHOOL
7/u 7«t«tte i4~

cated in Ortonville, Monlevideo.
Madison, Benson ;.IIld Grilllite Falls.
For more information visir:
www.collntrysidepublicheallh.mg.

CORN
46-60
52-59
51-39

ASGROW_

Call me for these great yielding varieties

SOYBEANS
2107
1403

1918-4
1108-4

This is just an example o( what I can stiff get
(or you this spring!

Jeff Olson Home-320-752·4422
Cell - 507-829-3572

Your Dekalb, Asgrow & Stine Dealer

PRINflNG NEEDS!
Phone 320-598-7521

bista stated liquid magnesium
chloride will be applied at the prop­
eny owner's expense. He has con­
tacled the individuals who had dust
control applied last year.

Kubista informed the commis~

sioners the coumy highway depart~

ment has received funding from the
state for the bridge replacement on
CSAH 15 along the Big Stone
County line. A bid opening for this
project will be held at the Tuesday,
May 20 board meeting.

In other board action:
The commissioners approved the

renppointmellt of Mary Wodrich to
the Family Service board,

Board chairman lvey VOllderharr

gineer Steve Kubista stating hay
bales C~Ulnot be left in the road ditch
any longer than necessary.

Kubism presented a computer
usage agreement with Chippewa
County which was accepted for
$1.994.

The revised five year plan which
was presented at the 3nnual meering
of the township officers was pre~

sented for approval. The changes in~

cluded the replacing or the railroad
on CSAH 7, 19 and 34 to be moved
from 2010 to 2008 as Kubista was
notified by ofncinls from Burlington
Great Northern Railroad that they
will be in the nren doing work on
crossings. The county pays for thec{lm,,!;.int that anolher person is as·

100 low will be acled upon lllllil the
so assessed. or his 3!!.enl. shall have

)Iilicd of such complaint.
len under my hand this 8th day of
W08

Curt PederSOIl
Clerk ofthe City ofBelli"gham

4/23.4/30. 2008

:ven Kubisla. COUlll)' Engineer
: qui Parle Count)'. Minncso(a

4123,4/30. sn. 200~

LEGAL NOTICE
ASSESSMENT NOTICE

ITICE IS HEREBY GIVEN. That lhe
:If Appeal und Equalizalion of the City
ingham in L:u: LJui Parle COUlllY, Min­
will meet at the Oftice of the Clerk in

ty, at 7:00 pm.on Tuesday the 13th day
/,,2008 for the purpose of reviewing
Tecling the assessment of said City For
essment year 2008. All persons con~

g themselves 10 be aggrieved by said
nent. or who wish to l'omplain Ihatlhe
ty of lInother is assessed toO low, :lre
notified to "ppcal' at said meeting. und

:uuse of having such assessment cor·

1r~Jecl :my ur all biaS ana to w:Jlve any

Subsidized discounts are available to cUSlomers mecling l'ertaill low illl'lll1le nitcria. In·
form:uion conceming Ihese plans is avnilnble from your F..rm~r:-> MUlUal T~leplllllle Com~

pany representative ar 1-800-692-0021

Geographic Arcas Whcrc Services Arc Al'uilahlc: Farmers Mutual Tc:leplIOIlI.: COIlJ­
pany offers service in the following cxclwngcs:

Farmers Mulual Telephone Comlnmy Universal Service Ad\'crtising

Descriptioll of Available Sen'ices lind Rates:

Far~lers Mutual Telephone Company Available Servil'es
Farmers MUIU.d Telephone Company offers the following local ..:xl'll:lI\gc ,~tel'OI11Jllllni·

cations services to alt consumers throughout its serving :In:u:
• Voice grude access 10 the public switched network:
• Local exch:.lIlge ser.'ice including ;til amaunl of local usag!." fr.:~ of per

minute ch:lrges under u I1Ilt r:lIed local scrvit-c p:lckage:
• DuallOll~ lllulli·frequency signal:
• Single pan)' service:
• Ac,,'ess to emergency service:
• Ael'css to opcnltor servic~s:

• ACl..'ess to irncrexch<lllge s~rvicc;

• Acl..'css to directory assistunce: and
• Toll blocking without charge 10 qualified low incom~ I:Ustomers.

Basic, local exchange resid~nlial monthly servil..'e r.ltes. excluding EAS r;II~S. 'lr~ ..s fol­
lows: $10.00

LOCAL
fARKET
'Monday's Market

'n 5.65

Ibeans 12.78

,beans Deliv. Dawson 12.88

CALL 320-598~7351

1-800-827-6249

".1>1 I..~. \.,f IT"\ISON,{-st. lVlf\lJ
~j\. E
>"".' \~~ NERGY, IlC
w.madlsonenergyflc;,com

Parents and Students from the surrounding area are in­
vited 10 attend an informal meeting at the Grant-Deuel
School in Revillo, South Dakota on Monday, April 28th
from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. We are excited about shar­
ing the educational career opportunities that our students
access each school day. Please feel free to tour the facilities
and visit with members of the staff and residents of the dis­
trict. Each visitor will be given the chance to explore the
opportunities available.

• Pre-school: Monday-Thursday, half and full
days available

• 11-1 student/teacher ratio
• Transportation available
• Multiple classes available including Watertown

Partnership and Multi-District.
• Several extra-cltlTicular programs available.

Grant - Deuel School
605-623-4241 Bellingham (.320-568)

Mariclul (320-668)
Cerro Gordo 1.31()-75~)
WCS! Mariclt:l (605-tl7:O:l
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The year 2008 will be busy as Farmers Mutual Telephone Company continues our buildout of a 

fiber to the premise network for our membership. Contractors for Farmers Mutual for 2008 are as 

follows:  

 
Mlaskoch Excavating & Utility, Willow River Minnesota who will provide the plow crew and installation of the fiber. One of  

Farmers Mutual's service technicians works with this contractor during the construction.  

 

J. Carlson Construction ~ J.Carlson’s crew splices the fiber network together.  

 

Construction plans for 2008 include:  
 

Cerro Gordo Exchange: There are a few conversion that need to be completed in this exchange. Technicians are working to com-

plete these conversions and will be in touch with these members in the near future.  

Bellingham Exchange: Contractors for Farmers Mutual will begin construction in the Bellingham exchange as soon as possible this 

spring.  

 

These plans call for constructing over 185 miles. We ask for your patience and understanding as we work to complete this portion of 

our fiber to the premise network. Of course, Mother Nature will have the final say! 

 

If you are a member in the construction areas listed above, please watch the newsletter and your mail for more details. If you are 

contacted by a technician for Farmers Mutual, please respond to them as soon as possible to keep the project running smoothly.  

2008 Construction Update 

 

SecureIT Plus is ab out  t o  und ergo  a m ajo r  overhaul ~ b ecom ing sign if ican t ly enhanced  t o  p rovid e  

op t im al p er f o rm ance.  

 

What  does t his m ean f or  you?  A b et t er  p ro d uct , t heref o re increased  p eace o f  m ind  t hat  your   

com p ut er  is b eing p ro p er ly p ro t ect ed . More sp ecif ically, t he SecureIT Plus w ill b e up grad ed  t o  includ e 

t he f o llow ing…  

 Im p roved  an t i-virus in t egrat ion  w it h  Sourcef ire’s Clam AV engine  

 New  m alicious so f t w are p reven t ion  f eat ures 

 Sign if ican t ly sm aller  d ow n load  p ackage 

 Im p roved  m anagem ent  conso le w it h  excit ing new  look and  f eel  

 Mont h ly rep o r t s acco rd ing t o  regist rat ion  d at e rat her  t han  t he f ir st  o f  each  m on t h .  

 

What  w ill you need t o do t o get  t he updat ed product ?  

The up d at e w ill hap p en  aut om at ically, w it hout  you having t o  lif t  a f inger . The on ly t h ing you w ill b e 

p rom p t ed  t o  d o  af t er  t he up d at e occurs is reb oo t  your  com p ut er . That ’s it !  

At t ent ion:  

SecureIT Plus  

Cust om ers 

MERS MUTUAL
Telephone Company

Change is good! Or in t.his case. change is very good Sec....reIT
Services vvill soon have a nevv look and enhanced ..eat.....res!

Secure I

Cornple1:e. Computer. Prot:ec1:ion.
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If you are unable to come to our annual meeting, watch for your capital credit check to be 

mailed after the April 1st, 2008 meeting.  These checks will be mailed separately from the 

regular telephone bill. Make a mental note to watch your mail for an envelope marked 

“Importance Notice” from Farmers Mutual Telephone Company. 

 

FARMERS MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2008 CAPITAL CREDIT CHECKS 

We are pleased to provide our Internet customers with a FREE subscription to Website Compass magazine. 

This publication is full of valuable information on understanding and using the Internet.  Website Compass is 

published quarterly at a newsstand rate of $9.95 per issue.  Through Local PRIDE Alliance, 

Farmers Mutual is able to provide our customers with this valuable guide free of charge. 

Check out the Website Compass Magazine on the Local Pride Alliance website at 

www.localprideallicance.com 

One more reason to subscribe to Farmer’s Internet Services! 

Simply Dial 811 

WARNING!!   BEFORE DIGGING CALL 

“IT’S THE LAW” 
Minnesota Statues Law §216D 

You must use the services of Gopher State 

One-Call, Inc. and the Gopher 

State One-Call Center 

48 Hours Before Digging Call 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

ONE CALL 

1-800-781-7474 

 

 
News 
from the  
Board Room: 

 
The Board of Directors for both Farmers Mutual 
Telephone Company and Federated Telephone  
Cooperative wish to be open and informative with 
our memberships.  
 

While no decision nor formal plans have been ap-
proved or adopted by either cooperative’s board of 
directors, some discussion has occurred over the last 
year regarding the possibility of merging the two 
companies into one cooperative.  
 

At this point, the boards are looking at the pros and 
cons and are simply discussing the possibility.  
 

More information will be provided to the member-
ships of both cooperatives if discussions progress. 

/t~

l!
....~.STATEONE J~ CALL

~ @

Dig ~Safely.
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The Farmers Mutual Telephone Company (Farmers Mutual) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 

activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital 

status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 

reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. 

(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  

 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, 

large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 

Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 

“Farmers Mutual is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.” 

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMATION  

There are several programs that provide assistance with paying your phone bill. The Lifeline program is fed-

erally funded and will provide a credit of up to $9.13 each month on your phone bill. To be eligible, you 

must be enrolled in one of the following programs: 

 Medicaid 

 Food Support (food stamps) 

 Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) 

 Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

 Federal Public Housing Assistance 

 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 

If you qualify for a Lifeline credit, you will also qualify for the 

Telephone Assistance Plan (TAP). This program offers an 

additional $1.75 monthly discount on your phone bill. 

For more information or an application, please contact our office by dialing 611 from your home 

phone or 568-2105. 

Phone Discount for Low Income 

135 % of the 2008 Federal  

Poverty Income Guidelines 

Household Size Income 

1 $14,040 

2 $18,900 

3 $23,760 

4 $28,620 

5 $33,480 

Each additional person $4,860 

Low Income  

Discounts Available 

Administrative Professionals Day 

 
THANK YOU KRIS RADERMACHER, OFFICE MANAGER,  

AND JACKIE JESSEN, CUSTOMER SERVICE  
REPRESENTATIVE, FOR YOUR HARD WORK AND  

DEDICATION THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!  
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Po Box 368 
301 2nd St S 

Bellingham, MN 56212 

PRESORTED 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

BELLINGHAM, MN 

56212 

PERMIT NO. 1 

Local Commitment.  

Global Solutions. 

Office: 1-320-568-2105 or 611 
 1-800-692-0021 
Repairs: 1-320-568-2105 or 611 
 1-800-692-0021 
Fax: 1-320-568-2200 
 
Office Hours Monday—Friday 
 8:00 am—4:30 pm 
 
email:  farmers@farmerstel.net       www.farmerstel.net 

Office Contact Information 
Office: PO Box 368 

 301 2nd Street South 

 Bellingham, MN  56212 

Orman Street, President 
Gerald Stensrud, Vice President 

Lloyd Hanson, Secretary 
Lyle Dahle 

David Falness 
Mark Hoffman 
Diane Morken 

 

Directory Additions 
 

Marietta: 

Lien, Sonija M. ..........................  ............  668-2408 

 

Cerro Gordo: 

Bendel, Jeffrey ....................................... 752-4219 

Femrite, Chris ............................  ............ 752-4569 

Femrite, Loren  ..........................  ............ 752-4345 

Johnson, Jeffrey V. & Carla  .....  ............ 752-4674 
April Showers Bring May Flowers! 

As a member of Farmers Mutual Telephone Company, you are also an owner of the company. Purchasing 

your telecommunications services from FMTC is ultimately purchasing services from yourself. One of the 

benefits of belonging to a cooperative is accumulating capital credit dividends each year based on your pa-

tronage and the profit of the cooperative. Invest in yourself - purchase your services from Farmers Mutual 

Telephone Company - a company you know and trust. A company you own.  

Local PRiDE
Alliance

ected

fluvdwoJ JUOlfdJz;JL~
1Vnlnw SH31A1 Y.:I
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