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May 30, 2008

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen

SD Public Utilities Commission
500 E Capitol Ave

Pierre SD 57501

RE: In the Matter of the Request of RT Communications, Inc. for Certification Regarding
Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support

Dear Patty:

Attached for electronic filing, please find RT Communications, Inc.’s (“RT”’) Annual
ETC Certification Filing with Confidential Exhibit A & B and Exhibit C and RT’s Lifeline/Link
Up Annual Report, in the above entitled matter.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely yours,
RITER, ROGERS, WATTIER, &
NORTHRUP, LLP

By ﬂﬁ%%&w
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BEFORE THE:
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF

RT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TOR )

CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITs USE ) ~ ANNUAL "‘T]?lf]?q?mc‘*no“
OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE :
SUPPORT.

RT Comnumications, Inc. (ihe “Company"), by and through its attomey, makes this'filing
to seek cemﬁcatxon from the South Dakota Public: Uuhm,s ‘Cominission (the “Commlqsmn ").a8
is requm:d under 47 C.E.R; § 54 314 andto comply wnh the provistons of ARSD §§20:10:32:52
and. 20:10:;32:54 of the: Commission’s: rules permmmg to eligible telecommumc&hons carriers

("ETCs").

In decordance with-47 CER ¥ 54.314; federal aniversal service suppon provxded to
carriers porsuant ‘to 47 CFR. §8 54.301,:54; 305 idlor. 54.307 and/or ‘Part:36, ‘Subpart F
{high-cost loop. support, local switching: support safety. rietadditive support ‘and: safety ‘valve
support) will be made available only if lh Commlssmn ﬁles lhc requ ite ‘ammal

The létter must,ld ‘ufy which carriers in’ the Sta
the }2~month peuod and must cemfv ﬂmt Lhe carners -the support fqr; th;:
provision, m:untunance and upgrading of facdmcs any ervicf:s for which'the su’p’pc’)‘rfis‘ inu‘:ndéd. g

As part ol’ its .mnual request to lhr: ComrmSSmn for certification, the Compzmy provxdes
the followmg mfmmuuon.

1 The Company isa rural te]cphone camp'my that has previously, been desxgnmed
by. this Commission as an-ETC.: The Compuny provxdes local ‘exchange telcphone seryices;:
mcludmg all of the essential services that are’ inclided in the federal definition of umversal
service, to 'xppmxxmately mnetv-four 94 acccss lmes ‘within its esinblished rural service areain’
South Dakola.

2. The:provisions of ARSD: §. 20:10: 32: 54 addressing: the'annual “Certificntion
requirements’- set forth by this Commission indicate in part that the ETC must show “how. much
universal service support was received.” Ac rdin ‘attached. hereto as “Exhibit A7 is
information, indicating. “Year 2007 Fedeml Umversal‘ Service  Receipts” received by the
Company. This same Exhibit also shows fotal cxpendnures of the Company in 2007 related 1o
the -provision, ‘maintendnce .and upgradmg of the facilities .and services: that.are supported by
Federal. Universal Service Funding and fuither estimates. these: same. expénditures for calendar
year 2009. - Consistent with federal um\'emal SErvice. pnm.lpals, the Company ‘utilized ‘federal
uhiversal:-seryice:amounts received during 2007 to offset. 1 portion of expendllurcs related to
upgrading our systéms for- tandem ' iransport. DSL deployment and normal switch upgmdcs 10




serve-South Dakota customers.  Also, consisient with federal: universal service principles, the
Company. will use federal universal service amounts received in 2009 to offset a portion of these
2009 expendituies, This use of federal umveraal service. support will enable the Company to:
(1) maintain rates for its local exchange services thal are affordable and reasonably cump'lrable
to ‘rates being charged’ for the same. ‘services in urban areas; and (2): to: upgrade its
telecommunications. facilities and equipment as necessiry to meet gvolving service regnirements
and inaintain high quality service. . "The iise of federal bniversal service support: for, these
puiposes is clearly consistent with the ﬁ.deral umvchnl seryice provisions,

3. In:addition to the mformanon lncluded in.Exhibit A, the following information is
provided:to meet the Commission’s “Certifi cation’ requnremems" set tonh in 20:10;32: 54

The Companys service qunhty nmprov&mem plan. is7 1o continue to upgracle its
telecommunications - facilities 'and'eqmpment as_necessary 10 meet evolving service
requirements and - maintain hxgh quality service Unoughout ils ‘service area. As an
incumbent local cxchangc carriér and the carrier of last resort in 1rs service area: the
Company. ipgrades:and replaces facilities and equiprmient as niecessaty: - The: Coimpany
believes that its planned capltal additions . improve: the religbility. of switched. calls for
its ‘customers,. increase. the Compzmys ‘network capaci p mote chstomers and
provide: customers with: state—of—'he—art ‘,e ommumcanons service: .In furtherance. of its

ty improvement plan, the Company will tse any hlgh-COSl niversal service
amounts received by it to offset: expundnures LlllTCd as it continues to- upgmdu and:
replace facilities and equipment. A progress. repm’( on the Compmys two-year seryice
quality improvenient: plan,” rcqmred under. the: prov1s1om of "ARSD 20 :32:
attached hereto as “ExhxbllB e o

During ca]endm‘ year. 2007, the Company axpeneuced no semce outdges uffectmg at
least 10- percent ofits end user customers, for a pmod Tasting longer than 30 mmutc

The ‘Company. 'was able to provxde semce to all potential - customers thm requested i
service dunng 2007 andas pf December 31, 2007 the’ Company ‘had: no- unfulﬁlled
requesls for service, :

'Durmg 2007, 1he Company’s cnstomer qervxce depanmem received no formal or ml’omlal ‘
uomplmms from consuimners Iomtcd in South anotn

Also - attached. as. “Exhibit C” 15 a dncumcnt commmnw other cemﬁuanons, mcludmg :
those required: under: the provnslons of ARSD §§.20:10:32:54(5), 20:10:32 54(6)'
20:10;32:54(7) and 20:10732:54(8).

4, Based on all.of the forcgomg mformnnon, ingluding the mform'mon prov1ded on
Exhibits *A, Biand. €, the . ‘Company rcqucs!s that this: Commission -issuc “an. approprate
certification to the. FEC and. USAC mdlcatmg that RT Commummlmm Inc.: 1s in'compliance
with:47 U.SiC. § 254(e) and shonld receive all lcderal universal service support detérmined for
dnsmbutmn to the Company in 2009, In order to ensure- that: this certification is tssued to the.




FCC prior to October 1, 2008; the Company would further ask the-Commission to expedite. the
process that is initiated based on this fling. :

Dated this 229 day of May 2008,

Respectfully submitted,



