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BEFORE 
SO= DAKOTA PUBLIC' UTXLXTLIES COMMISSION 

]EM 'FIEI[E m m R  OB 'I'm3 rnQWHT OF ) 
IWD RURAZ, T)E:LEPHONE ) ANNUAlL ETC 43ER'CATION 
ASSOCUTION FOR ClERTLPICA'IlON ) P m G m I 1  SCTBMTIAL . 
REGAIU)ING JIX USE OF REDERAZ, ) P U R S U m  TO ARSD $20:103=53 
lJNnmxs& sF;RvrCE SUPPORT. 1 

Red River R d  Telephone nZssocMon (the Ĉam&), by and. through the 

der s ig~~ed ,  makes this filing to seek c d c a f i o n  h m  the South Dakota Public UtrWw 

Codssic3.n (the 'Qmmission") ws i s  wlquirsd.mder 47 CF-R 5 54.314 and to camply with f ie  

20;l Q-32~53 and 20: 10:32154. As part of this 61hg, thC Compmy off= the %dowing 

eligible t e l m u n i d o m  carrier ("ETC") that is eligible to receive future f d e d  miv& 

service support must file rm mual certification with the F e d d  Cur~llImidons CrPmmissim 

cast support proviM to the carrier will be used d y  for the provision, maintenance and 

upgrading of fwities and services for which fie sqqmrt is intended. This cedfidon 

rquj,ment applies to various &gorim of federal d v d  service: t:ugpr& incIo&~g mppoII 

qnovicled p w t  to 47 C.F+R $5 54.301,54,305, and/or 54307, and/or 47 C-F-IR Part 36, 

Subpark F (high-cost loop support, l d  switching sappoxt, s a f i  net additive: slrpport and, safisafety 

valve support). Support provided wder these: FCC ruIe pmvisiorls will only in the firture b 

made available if the Stabs Ca-on files the requisite certification puswnt to 47 C+F& 5 

543 14. 

2. The: mrtXGation reqnkd ~ f i ~ y  for nmd d m  to receive: f&d rrtlmvd 

senice support for ail four c p r t t ~ ~  dmhg calendar year 2007 is cmmntly due to ?w fiie-d 14th 
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the FCC and USAC on or before Qc10b 1,2006. me cxrtifidon m y  be presented to these 

entities m fhe form of a letter &om the State COrnddon. The letter must identi& which carriers 

ia. the State are eligile to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must ceklify 

ad Ihe c a r r i a  listed will d y  use t h ~  support far the provision, rnaintmm a d  upgrading of 

facilities and services for which the support is intended 

3. The Company is a d  telephone compaxly tSmf has previously beejrn designated 

by 6 s  Cotnmission as an EXC, The Company provides local exchange telephone semi- 

including all of the a m t i a l  services && are imluded in the fideral definition of m i v d  

service, to 3 aaccess line within its established rc-nrtl service are# in South Dakota. 

4. As i s  reqW by fb provisions of ARSD 9 20: IU:32:43,0'1. the Ccmpaqy is 

~(1- to providing service thro@out its e x i s t b g d  service ;ires, or study arm, trr 

cusWmers making a reasonable ques t  Em service. Shce 1996, the Company has serycd as the 

incumbent local exchange d e r  within its es&bIkhd service tima as Red River Telecom, hc, 

which merged with its parent w q y  REXI Ever Rum1 TekpBcme Assmidon in 2005, md rYas 

operated a$ a "carrier oflast resort" in such area As the amier of 1st resocrt, the Company 

already has extended wkeIine local excbmge network facilities hughrat its &cc: area as 

necessary to make all essential I d  exchange &m that are supported by federal universal 

service &latrle ti, all md-user cwtamers VlFiibin its service ~lrea, C d t e n t  with its past 

practice, the Company hmby oqtiiic3 h t  it will prod& service on a timely basis to a l l  

w e s t k g  customers within i?s desigmted ETC service area+ Ia & cases, f3ne prc,uTsio&g 

of this s e ~ c e  may require a customer in a new l d o n  to hrst meet the xleq-en& ofthe 

C o q y ' s  h e  extension poliC=ies. These line extamion policies are, however, amskknt with 

the requirement under bth fdd and s- law to meet all xea~cmb1e requests f i  service. 
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5. The Company has the ability to remain Ciuictiona1. in emergency situations as 

required by the pmGsions of ARSS) 5 20;10;32:43,03. The Company is currenay in compfimce 

with -ibis Codmion's %milimy and battery power rq-mts" set f i  in AR5D 

2[):10:33:19. 

6. The ptovisions of AXSD 5 203 0:32:54 ad-g the annual " C d  fiation 

rtqihwnts" set f d  by this ~ s s i c m  indicate in part that ETC must show "how much 

universal service support was resxivd." Amrdin@y, attached herein as "Exhit A" is 

Wmatim in&cafhg "Fedad U n i d  e c e :  JXeceiptS'' both actual Year 2005 received by 

the Cornpaxiy and &&ed for Yew 2007. 'Ibis same Exhibit also shows total ap* of 

$he Company in 2005 related to ?be provision, nmintmmm and upgrading of- fhdities srnd 

&ces that me supported by F e d d  U n i v d  Service Funding and further eshmtes &W 

m e  eqxmditures for calendar year 2007. Consistent with federal ~v~ d c e  principles, 

the Campmy will use federal universal service amounts received in 2007 to offset aportioln of 

.these 2007 expm&tmes. This use of federal d v e r d  d c e  suppwt wilJ enable the C v y  

to: (1) maintain rates for its local exchange services *are ~oxdab le  and reasonably 

Co-Ie ta rates being chatgal fm the -I: services in mlxm arms; sad (2) to wgrade; its 

ti=l-uniCations fhcilities and equipment as necamry to meet evolving s&: requirements 

and main* high quality service. Tke use of federal uaiv& sert4cr: support fox. tluese; 

purposes is cleatly consistent with the federal unitrend service provisions. The Comparly does 

not minkin m r d s  to ;separate federal u n i v d  service; support received with respect to South 
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mourn -in each category by tbe respective number of aocess line3 in So& Rdcota and Nofi 

m o k  

7. ID addition to tbe information included in Exhiit A, the following infomation is 

provided tCr meet the C c r d s s i m ' s  "CertScation rixphmmv set &I& h 203 Ck3254: 

B The fimpatly's d c e  quality impmveme~t plan is to cofitinw to upgrade ia 

telecomuni&ons facilities and cquipmmt as necessary to meet evolving service 

rcq-ents and maintain high quality service t h r o ~ o u t  its service area. As rn 

in-wt 1 4  c x h g e  CJTO~W and the dscrrier o f ~ a S e ~ s t  in its &@e area, the 

Campmy up@w and repla- facilities and upipment as aocessary. In fUabt%imce of 

its sfmice c p l i t y  ~ v m m t p ~ z n m ,  the C s m  will any high& l a l i v d  

service amounts received ?YY it to o f k d  exp~ndmn:m i a c d  as it mntbues to upgrade 

and replace fdt ies  md qw.ipmmt The Co-y's "two-year serruice quality 

i m p m e n t  plan," required under the provisions of ARSD 2% 10:32:5$, is attached 

hmdo as ''Thl~.X%t.~.'~ 

1 Duripg calendar year 2005, the Company cxmenced no service outages afkziinllg at 

least 1.6) percent of its end user customers, fEnF- a period lasting longer fhan 30 ~~. 
a The Company was able to provide service to all potential customers that requested 

service dating 2005, and t s f w b e ~  3 1,2005, the C m p y  fiad no tm%Wld 

requests far senrice, 

Du&g 2005, tho Campw's cwtoener service dqmhe to t  received m comgE&fs 

consma. No camplabh were zeceived by Chmpany mart: f t d y  as written 

cornplaints crlr as o ;o#rp Ih  that needed to he mdved wiI& the iavolvment or other 

Company representatives outside of tbr; customer service department 
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Also attached .as '~xhi i i t  C" is a d o m e a t  containing other certi6Eations, including 

those reqnbd under the p-roUisions of A3RSD @ 20:10:32:54(5), 20:10:3254(Q, 

8. Pursuant to the req;rmiremmW of ARSD 20:10:32:43,04, the Corn- is r€qxP;d 

to dtrnonstmte how it salisfiw consumer protection (see also AISD 20:1053:3 1.,20:10:34.09, 

atld20:10:3410) d service qmHy sta~d#irc?s (see A B B  20:10:33). 

. 20:10:33:31- Fa3.m to pay f o ~ s e c e s  pthm than local achan~e s d c e s  - the 

Company applies payments la I d  exdhange servhes £ k L  If pakid paymmt is 

received, local wmlw would c021&1x9 wif i  toll a d  internet seavim subject to 

d i m o n -  The Cornpamy will also makc special ammgemmts with customers, if 

reas~nable terns are agreed to. 

to each customs?s'+ Tfte bill idwtifies Red Wer R d  TeIqhofie Associrrtion by i#s 

addnm and phone n m b  (blf frer: $.om its cxehmges) for blU&g qpf6om and senrice 

changes. 

a '20:10:34C:10 - N-+qn crfhm,ass:,jq - the Company sends writfeu notiiication 

to its customers in the firm of individual l&.as+ 

rn 20:1033 --t~ Stand&,-the Company has rr=vimd the service quality 

mdards contained in ARSD 20:10:33 and certifies that it is wmpljhg wifh the 

qpliwble service quality stan* and cmsmrmc~ ptwtion mk, 

9. Based on all offbe fmegaing info-on, including the iaf~mration provided on 

Mibits & B and C, fhe Company x r ; ~ ~ c s t s  that this Co-on h e  an, appmpriate 

6 d o n  to the I;CC aad USAC indimling tkal; Red River Rural Telephone Assxiahon is in 
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compliance with 47 U23.C. $254(e) aad sbodd receive all federal universal service support 

detmmhed for $istriLbution to the Company in 2 W , I n  l a m  to emme &at this c&ifi&cm i s  

issued to the FCC prior to October 1,2006, the Company would fiather ask .the ~mmission to 

t z x p & k x h e ~ t f i a d : i s a ; a 3 i ~ ~ w o * . b t i s m g .  

Datd tbis 15" day of September 2006. 

of Red River Ru;t-al. Telephone 
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Exhibit A 
Red River Rural Telephone Association 

Federal Universal Service Receipts A W  Esfhated 
2005 2007 

High cost loop support $ 80 $ $0 
Locd ~~~g support !J 70 $ 70 
Safcty Net Addjtive support $ 0 $ 0 
Safety Vdve Loop Cost Adjustment $ 0 $ 0 
TOTAL $ 150 $ 150 

Expendihrcs for Provisiotr, Maimtcnance, and 'Upgrading Of Facilities and Services 
Supgcrrted By Federal Umhcrs~1 Service Funding 

Pbnt Specific Operations Expenses Actual E h t e d  

Network sup-prt (Accts, 61 10-1 6) 
Gened  suP&rt (Accb, 6.12@24) $ 17 $ 20 
Cenhd ofice (Accts. 621 0-6232) $ 128 $ 130 
Cable and Wire faciCitics (ACCPS. 6410-6441) $ 146 $ 150 
?'?&work operations (Accts. 6530-35) $ 29 $ 
Dep~ciation imd a m o ~ d o n  (Accts. 656065) $ 31 4 $ 

30 
310 

Customer operatioas expensw 

Corporate operations expenses 

Executive and platming (Accts. 671 0-6712) $ 48 $ 50 
G m d  and administrative (Accts. 6720-28) $ 102 $ 100 

Total Recurr4.n~ Supported EX~CUSCS, 
From above, Before Return on Invcstwt?nt $ 866 % 870 

Plant Additions Actuai 

Cable and wire (Acct. 24 10) 
TOTAL 

Total Supported Expenditures, 
Eefore Return on Investment $ 1,600 $ 1,610 
(The above mounts w m  estimated on fhe h i s  of access hes) 
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lzxElmIPT B - TWO-YEAR PLAN 
ARW 20:18;3243.02 

As part of its ongoing plat to upgrade and esbnce its nehwrk, the Company itaticipates the 
following capital expenditures over the next two years. The Company believes Iftat its planned 
capital addjtions d l  improve the refiability of switched calls for its cmmers, asswe CALEA 
wmplimm a d  increase the C ~ q a n y ' s  n m  capcity to serve m o t e  customers. The 
upgraded f%cili-ties will dso be more cast-effkctive for the Company to maintain. Axly fkded 
M&-cost universal &ce sapport the Copany m i v e ~  will help ddiay the h11owbg 
~ t e d ~ o o s t s  for plant i m l p r o m ~  ;md upgrades. 

Provide data for each wire center in t h  Cornpiny's service area wh- switching, m h g e  
trmsmission eq;tr&menf or c d k  mid wire ,wgrudes me p I d  

Based on c m n t  infomdari, no imprcrvemmh arp: anticipated at this ,time that will affect this 
single customer. 

Complctlon 
DstqV 

..." 

. . ..,. 

Start Date 

~ --- 
-.,..,.-- 

Estimated 
Population 
Sc?tvcd by 

hprtrvement 

- ,  

, - 

Wlre Center -... -..- 
,., , . --. 

..., 

Description of 
Capital 

-.,. 

,, -5-,.-. . 

Estimated Capbl Expenditures 
Each Year 

2007 2008 

$ 
$ .*.-.-- 
$ ... 

$ 
$ 

$ 
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Exhibit C 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) 
) 5s. 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND 1 

1, I am the Generat Manager of Red Rivet Rural Telephone Association and am 
authorized to give this &davit on behalf of the Company. This &davit is provided to support 
the Companyis Request for Certification b the $ou& Dakota Public Utilities Commi&oxr. as 
contemplated in 47 C.F.R+ 9 54.314. 

2. A s  an authorized representative of the Company, T hereby afCirm f d a r i t y  with 
and an mdcrstanding of the requirements of the Federal Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended by the Telecomunica~ons Act of 1996, with respect :t the receipt of my f&r;il 
univ& service funds receivedl m hi@-cost loop mgpofi, lo& switching suppoIZ, sakty net 
additive support and/or safety vdve support. 

3. During 2005, the C~mpmy received fed& mivetsal service support as shown 
on ExEbit A to this &davit and had i~1vmtrnen.1: and expenses relating to the provision, 
maintenance md ,u$graciiag of facilities and semiccs for which such suppor-t. was intended as also 
shorn. on Exhibit A. During 2005, the Company used the federal universal. service support it 
received only for the provision, rnzintenm~e and upgrading of facilities and smites -6op which 
the support was intended ccrnsjsteat with 47 US.@. Ij 254(c). 

4. The Company will use the federal univeml senice support it receive;s during 
2007 only for the provision, maintenance md upgrading of facilities and services for which the 
support is intei~ded consistent with 47 U+S-C. 8 254(e). 

5. The Company (i) is in compliance with applicable service quality and consumer 
protection rules; (ii) is able to fllnction in emergency situations; and (iii) provides equal access to 
long distance camias. 

R 

V V  
+4 

Subscnhed and sworn to before me this 1 8 -day of-&$. 2006. 

Notu'ry Public 
State of Nodh Dakota 


