
PRAIREWAVE 

Communications 

Ms. Patricia Van C3erpm 
Executj.ve Director 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol 
500 ~ a s i  Capitol 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 

RE: Initial Brief of PrairieWave Telecommunications, h c .  
TC05-016 

Dear Ms. Van Get-pen: 

On behalf of Prai~ieWave Tclacommunications, hc., ('TrairieWavc"), enclosed plcase 
find an original and one copy 01 the Initial Bridof PrairieWave Telecommunications, 
Inc. in support of the application filed by PrairicWava for Commission approval. 

Dawn. Haase 
Legal Administrative Assistant 

Enclosures 
cc: Service List 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPT,JCATION 
OF PRATRIEWAVE COMMUNICATIONS 
TNC. FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELTGXBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER IN 
THE CONTlGUOUS WIRE, CENTERS OF 
CENTERVTLLE AND VTBORG 

INITIAL BRTEF OF PRMRTEWAVE TELECOMMUNICATTONS, INC. 

Introduction 

On January 24,2005, PrairieWave Te~ec~mmunicatiom, h c .  rPrairieWave71) 

filed a petition with the Commission for designation as an eligiblc telecommunications 

carrier ("TTC") in the Centerville and Vibotg wire centers. On May 18,2006, 

PrairieWave, Ft. Randall Telephone, Inc. C'Ft. Randall") and the South Dakota 

Telecommunications Association (5DTA") filed a Stipulation of  Facts ("~lipulation")' 

in this d.ockct. The patties intcnded that filing to comprise the fa.ctua1 record upon wh.ich 

the Commission would der;ermi.ne whethcr to grant PrairicWave ETC statw for the 

conli.guous wirc centers o f  Centcrvil.le and Viborg. Ft. Randall and the SDTA timcly 

intervened in the docket. This brief is in supporl of that application. 

Facts 

PrairicWave currently provides competitive local exchange sentice in thc 

Cmtcrville and Viborg wire centers using its own Lucent 5ESS switch located in Viborg 

and its own fiber, copper and coaxial cable plant for transport and local loop connectivity. 

PrairieWave also deployed a fixcd wireless systcm in 1 998 to provide the local loop 

comection for voice and Internet sexvicc through~ut the two wire cmtcrs so as to rcach 

I There are two typos in he Stipulation. In paragraph 55, the reference to Paragraph 55 should bc 56: and 
in paragraph 58, .thz reference ro patagraph 56 shonld bc 57 
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all potential customers residing in the area. PrairieWave is certified to provide voice 

local cxchange scrvice in thesc two wire ccnters. 

PrairieWave originally sought ETC status in 1 998 in Docket No. TC98- 1 I I ,  but 

the Commission denied that request because PraineWave only serves thc contiguous wire 

centers of Centerville and Viborg. Ft. Randall operatcs in six other wire centers that me 

not contiguous with the CentervilleNiborg wirc centers, and in which the Commission 

has not certified PrairieWave to scrvc. 

PrairieWave provides vorca and high-speed Tnternet scrvicas to customers within 

the city boundaries of Centerville and Viborg and 3 customers outside thosc city l im i t s  

using its ow11 ~wjtching, fibm optic, coaxial and copper facilities, and has done so since 

1997. PrairieWave does not usc, lease or resell any oi the iric~rmbent local exchange 

carrier's services in these wire centers. At lcast since 1998, PrairicWave served 17 

cuslomers outside thc city limits for voicc and dial-up Jnternct services using a fixed 

wireless systcrn, bui because of changes in ieclmol~gy md customer expcctaiians, 

PrairicWave discontinucd that service in April of 2004. 

PrairicWave is testing and is preparing to dcpIoy a new fixed wireless system as 

described in paragraphs 23-26 of the Stipulation. The system will provide basic local 

exchange service, to include voice over Internet protocol ("VoIP"), and high-speed 

Tntemet services. Tt will utilize Ihe features and functionality inherent in the latest 

technology of the Lucmt 5ESS switch. The wireless service provides single-party, voice 

gradc access to thc public network with touch-tonc dialing. The system p~ovidcs access 

to E911, operator services, directory assistance services, and I+  dialing to at Jjeast 5 1 

i~iterexchanga carriers. Paragraphs 38 through 48 of the Stipulation describe these 
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capabilities in more detail. The fixed wireless system will be deployed and operational in 

lhree phases over three years as described in the PrairieWave application and paragraplls 

27 and 28 of the Stipulation. 

The grant of ETC status in these two wirc centers would provide PrairieWave 

wiLh approximatel y $1 5.34 of Universal. Scrvica Fuud (ILUSF") support per month per 

line served, which would total about $7,000.00 p a  month. Thc impact on thc USF would 

be virtually nonexistent because as related in paragraph 56 o f  the Stipulation, the pcr line 

s ~ ~ p p o r t  is the same for both companies and cach compauy only receives support for ihe 

lines each has. To qualify for Wat support, PrairieWave must meet ilie requirements 

stated in 47 C.F.R. 7 54,202, and my addit~onal requirements pr~mulgated by 

Coininission rulcs in ARSD 20: lO:32:42 to 20: 10;32:49. Thcse requirements arc sel out 

in paragraphs 57 and 58 of the Stipulation. Additionally, the Commission is in the 

proccss o f  amending existing rules and promulgating new rules consistent with fedcral 

guidance in Docket No. RM06-001. PrairieWave will comply with those rules as an ETC 

in these two wlre centers. 

These two wire centers have benefited fiom the competitive presence o f  

PrairieWave. The castomcrs of h s e  two wire centers haw a clmice o f  providers for 

local cxchange services. The price of local exchange smvice has stabilized md it 

coniirlues to bc wry  economical. The companies have deploycd switch upgraclcs lo 

provide service features and provide the latest in high-spccd Internet, PrairieWave's 

Class 5 switch for South Dakota js locattted in the Viborg wwe center. PrairieWave 

participates in local comlnunity cvcnts in both wirc centers including parades, fund 

raisers, and high school athletic events, as well as sponsoring youth activities. There 
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]lave becn no customm complaints about either ccunpany regarding the quality and 

availability of service. Ft. Randall has not bean harmed by the competition. It continues 

LO successfully provide local exchange and Intmiet services throughout the wire centers 

afier more than 8 yeam of local exchange competition. Fmally, the IY i gh-cast support will 

be uscd exclusively to expand service coverage and rmprovc scrvice quality. 

The impact of thc designation of PrairieWavc on the USF is negligible, The 

support amounts lo about $7,000 per month or $84,000 per ycm. As the Commission 

notcd in iis order in the Sw@l casq2 an annual draw of $1 00,000 is a very small 

percentage of thc projected support for ETCs in South Dakota and will noi drarnaticaXly 

burden the USF. 

The service to be provided has unique characteristics. It is IP based and will be 

able to providc high-quality voicc and lntm~et sewicc to an expanded calling area with 

a11 of  the fcahres associated with a Lucent 5ESS switch. I1 will have on-prcmises back- 

up power to Insure continued service in mergcncias. It i i s  a fixcd service that enables 

E911 that assists emergency responders in time of need. PrairieWavc will have the 

scrvice fully installed and available to all customers tlroughout the wire centers in three 

ycars, which i s  a rcasonable period of lime. PrairieWave believes it will be able to reach 

all residents in these two wirc centers wing thc technology described in its 3 ycar plan. 

As PrairieWavc indicated in its application, it provides Lifeline service 011 one 

custcsitm in thc Ccnterville wirc center and fivc customers in the Vibol-g wirc center. 

PrairieWave continues to adverlise the availability of the Lifeline and Link-up programs 
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on its cable TV system and tluvugllout the region in regional and local publications. The 

latest publicity was released on 

T h e  application requests a redefinition of the Centervilla and Viborg wire cmtets. 

The decision in Sw$eZ, wwhh rcde.fined Ccntewille and Viborg a,s a separate service 

area, has been concurred in by the Fcderal Communications Commission ("FCC") 

effective June 8,2006. The Centmilk and Viborg wire caters  are n separate service 

area for purposes of determining USF support. 

Ar~ument 

There is no good reasmi .to deny PrairieWave's pctitioli fclx designalion as an ETC 

in the Ccnterville and Viborg service area. PrairieWave mects all of the qualifications 

under fedcral and state law, has made all certifications and reports rcquired by federal 

and statc Iaw, and i s  willing to provide any and all reports required by fedetd and state 

law. The wireless technology that PrairicWave will deploy as an ETC provides high- 

quality voice scrvice with all the required features and functionality and very high-speed 

acccss to the Tntemct. The system acccsscs emergency responders, is on a s~lniivablc 

fiber ring, with auxilimy power back-up in the network and at the cusloiner premises. 

The public interest i s  served by granting this petition. Looking a t  the chart 

presented in paragraph 36 ofthe Stipulation, it is evident that this is a very rural part of  

South Dakota. There are only 1506 access lines in the service area, but in 11ut rural area 

today I. 042 access lines/customers haw a choice of provider. Whcn PrairieWave songht 

ETC designation in 1998, it had deployed a wirelcss system that gave all 1506 access 

ljnes a choice, and 17 customers did exercise that choice. Unfortunately, by 2002 the 

technology became outdated and the customer expectations regarding service qnality and 
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access lo high-spced Tnternct caused PrairieWave to begin decomjssioning the system, 

wdh the last customer exitin.g ia April of 2004. PrairieWave wants to restore the ability 

to choose to those 461 access lines/custorncrs outside thc cj.ty limit of Centewille and 

The service area redefinition issue i s  moot. The FCC, by virtue of its failure to 

act On the petition by this Corrtrnission to have the CenterviJle and Vjborg redefined as a 

separate service area for ETC and USE; purposes, has concurred in the redefinition of that 

area for Brrrokings Mmicipal Utilities d/b/a Swiftel Communications (Y3~wiftel"j.~ That 

cormrrmce was effective June 8,2006.~  PrairieWave does not read section 54.207 of 

the FCC's rules to limit the redefinition to Swiftel, but thc redefinition is cffecti.ve for any 

ETC desi.gnation m.d USF support. 

Conclusion 

Accordingly, PrairieWave respectfully requests that its petition for ETC 

designation in thc Centerville and Viborg service area be granted. 

General Counsel 
(605) 965-9894 
wheaston@,~rajriewave.com 

Public Notice, fie Wzrcii~re Compefitinn ,Seeks Cammenr on a P&'fim to Redefine the Service Arms OJ 
C e r t ~ i ~  Rural Telephone Conapanie,~ fn lrke Stnte of 5 ' 0 t h  Dokofa, CC Docket NQ. 96-45 IDA 06-564, rcl. 
March 10, 2006). 
"d. at 1-2. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Dawn Haase, on t h e  20th day of June, 2006, served the attached Initial. Brief of 
PrairieWave Telecom.munications, Inc. ia Docket No. TC-05-016 via electronic filing 
and UPS overnight rnai.1 to: 

Patricia Van Geven, Executive Director 
SD Public Utilities Co~nrnission 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierrc, SD 57501 

via elnail and UPS overnight mail to: 

Michael J. Bradley 
Moss & Barnctt 
4800 Wells Fargo Center 
90 South, Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-41.29 

Rich Coit 
Executive Director md General Counssl 
South Dakota Telac~mmunications Association 
320 East Capitol Avenue 
PO Box 57 
Pierre, SD 57501-0057 


