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FOR CERTIFICATION

REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL

SERVICE SUPPORT

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION
RT Communicuations, Inc.. hereby submits a Request for Certification to the South Dakota

Public Utitlities Commission (“Commission”™) seckine certification from the Comn
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pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54314, In support of this Request. RT Commumcationss offors the
following:

B On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) relea

Order relative to the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This

(hereafter referenced as the “Fourteenth Report and Order™), in part, codifies at 47 CFR. 3
54314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal universal service
support that 1s received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers andior other eligible

telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. Pursuant to such rule

that desire rural carriers within their jurisdiction to receive future federal upiversal serviee
support must file an annual certification with the FCC and the Universal Service Admmistrative
Company ("USAC”) stating that federal high cost support provided to such carriers withi tha

S g

State will be used only for the provision, mantenance, and upgrading ol facrhities and sorvices

2 s 4 0

for which the support is intended.” This certification requirement applies to various

federal universal service support, including support provided pursuant o 47 O F.R, § &

e Docket No. 96-45. CC Docket No. 00-236, Fourieenth Report and Urder, Twenry
Reconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Pocket Mo, 96403 gpat
Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001




34.305, and/or 54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost kﬁ)p suppart, local
switching support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Suppont proveded
under these FCC rule provisions will only in the future be made available if the State
Commmission files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

2. The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal service
support for all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC
and USAC on or before October 1, 2001, The certification may be presented to these entities in
the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must dentify which carriers i the
state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must certify that the
carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of
facilities and services for which the support is intended.

3. RT Communications is a rural telephone company that has previously been
designated by this Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier.  The Company
provides local exchange telephone services, including all of the essential scrvices that are
ncluded in the federal definition of universal service, to approximately 16,900 access lines
within its established rural service study area, which encompasses exchanges in both Wyoming
and South Dakota. The Company serves a relatively small number of customers in South
Dakota, approximately 91 lines.

4. As the Company serves u single study areu that cncompasses bhwo states, and as
the support received in the form of Federal Universal Service support is developed and applivd
ot a suuly area wide basis ~ not a state by state basis, RT is providing company wide
mformation as identified below. RT does not maintain records suffictent to wesifv the

ivesiment and USF support differentiated beiween Wyoming and South Dakoe.
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This Commission has limited regulatory oversight over R7 Commuwnications and
its provisioning of local exchange services. Under SDCL § 49-31-3.1, the local exchange
gervice rates charged by telecommunications cooperatives, municipal telephone systems, and
independent telephone companies serving less than fifty thousand local exchange subscribers are
not subject to the Commission’s ratemaking authority. In cases where State Commissions have
limited regulatory authority over rural carriers, the FCC has indicated that these carriers should
themselves initiate the certification process by presenting a plan to ensure compliance with the
requirement in 47 U.S.C. § 254(e) that universal service support will only be used for the
provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support i
intended. Based on this filed plan, it is anticipated that the State Commission may make the
appropriate certification to the FCC.*

0. The purpose of this filing is 1o provide information constituting K7

Communicarions ' plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify
that RT Communications will use all federal universal service support recerved in a manner that
s consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.8.C. § 254,
7. In the process of determining whether federal universal service support s used i
& manner consistent with the Federal Communications Act. the “universal service principles”
established 1n Section 254(b) are instructive. That Section states that the FCC shall base
“pohicies for the preservation and advancement of universal service” on certain, specifically
identified principles:

(13 Quality services should be available at just. reasonable, and affordable
rates.

(23 Access o advanced telecommunications and information services should
be provided in all regions of the Nation.

* Fourteenth Report and Order, 4 188.



5 Consumers in all regions of the Nation, including low-income consumers

and those i rural, insular, and high-cost areas, should have access to
communications and mformatlon services, including interexchange
services and advanced telecommunications and information services, that
are reasonably comparable to those services provided in urban areas and
that are available at rates that are reasonably comparable to rates charged
tor similar services in urban areas.

£43 Elementary and secondary schools and classrooms, health care providers,
and hibraries should have access to [certain] advanced telecommunications
SETVICES. | . .
The FCC has declined to dictate specifically how the states should ensure that carriers

are wmng federal universal service support consistent with the federal law, but has offered

pies of how the support can be used to appropriately further universal service voals. The

=

has wated:

{A] state could [use the federal support to] adjust intrastate rates, or otherwise
direct carriers to use the federal support to replace implicit intrastate universal

service support to high cost rural areas

A state could also require carriers to use the federal support-to upgrade- factlities
wi rural areas 1 ensure that services provided in those areas are reascnably

comparable to services provided in urban areas of the state.’

9. The FCC provided the above examples as illustrative and not exhaustive

sramples of how support can be used consistent with Section 254(e). Other uses are appropriate

whedf the State Commission believes they are consistent with the federal universal service

ples contained in Section 254,

Hi RT contends that the Company has made substantial investment over the years.

the universal service ideal and obligation.  The C ompany currently has invested

J million in factlities to serve its customers. This converts into an average investment



pet customer of approximately $5,340. Investments necessary to provide service to the rural
commumtics served by RT are not always practical or economical from a business standpoint.
Fhis mvestment has been incurred under the promise of support where cost of connecting rural
sistomers 1o the network are high. This cost expenditure is not invested and then disappears.
The universal service concept that support should be “sufficient and predictable” as found in

Seetion 234(b)(5) must be maintained in this instance. The support provided currently through

the USF mechanism also goes to recover the investment made by the Company over the years
praveding this certification.  Investments such as cable and wire facilities are depreciated and
revovered over 20 to 25 years.

1. RT was a company established through the purchase of exchanges in October of
1994, In the years since it has acquired these exchanges, RT has invested over 39.4 million
doflars. Installing plant is simply the first step in meeting the universal service provision goal.

Mamitaining such plant, upgrading this plant, and replacing this plant is an ongoing process

which needs to be recognized in certifying that funds are utilized for the intended purposes.

Recently, RT has invested over $307,000 for 91 access lines in South Dakota to upgrade all the
Companies facilities to digital from their outdated analog plant. This equated to an investment

per access line of almost $3,400.

12, RT Communications as a designated eligible telecommunications carrier has
recerved federal universal service support in the past and expects to receive support during

calendar year 2002, As of this time, specific support amounts the Company should receive in

antls Report and Order and Eighteenth Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket No. 96-45 {(In the Matter of the
Pederal-State Jomt Board on Universal Service), FCC 99-306. % 96, November 2, 1999,



2 lrve 1ot vel been identified by USAC. The Company, however, offers the following

i . . L
skes concernimg the support it expects to receive™:

High-Cost Loop Support $ 4,598,655
Local Switching Support (DEM Weighting) $ 1,387,716
safzty Net Additive Support $ -0-
safety Valve Support 5 -0-

I3. The support RT receives each year from USAC is provided only after the Company
subinis substantial cost information to NECA and USAC.  The Company undergoes several
soviews of its operations, which include the NECA review of the Company’s interstate cost

study, and a review and reconciliation of the Company’s filed USF data with this cost study.

A also completes periodic audits of the company to ensure that it adheres to the cost study
gurdelines as spelled out by the FCC. This process is precisely how the USF support for both the
bigh cost loop fund and the switching support is calculated. The South Dakota Commission
sheuld legitimately. find that this review- and reconciliation is sufficient if not additional support
far certification of RT Communications in this matter.

14, RT has not completed its budgeting process for the year 2002. Typically, this
udgeting process is not completed until mid to late fourth quarter of the year. RT has made
seme estimations for the purposes of this certification on possible investments that the company
will make i calendar year 2002. RT Communications intends to invest between 2 to S million

4T

doliars m switching, cable and wire, circuit equipment and supply and support facilities. in 2002.

1 sheald be noted that Long Term Support amounts are not referenced because the FCC has indicated that it will
deat weds cenificaton under 47USC Section 254(e) for these amounts. See 14th Report and Order footmote number

¥ A
Asbty.




L3 In providing local exchange telecommunications services, RT Communications
will also incur operating costs. The Company has not completed its budgeting process at this
time.  In estimating its costs for operating the Company in 2002, RT estimates that total
expenses will be somewhere between $7.45 million and $8.1 million for plant specific expense.
plant non specific, customer operations and corporate operations.

16.  RT Communications estimates that the total costs described above relating to its
planned network facility and equipment investments and other expenses to be incurred in
providing local exchange telecommunications services will range from 9.5 million to 13 million
dollars for 2002 .

7 Consistent with the universal service principles set forth in the federai law and
also the recent FCC orders referenced herein, RT Communications will use federal universal
service amounts received in 2002 estimated herein to offset a portion of these total costs. This

use of federal universal service support will enable RT Communications 1o (1) maintain rates for

is local exchange services that are affordable and reasonably comparable to rates being charged

for the same services in urban areas; and (2) to upgrade its telecommunications facilities and
¢guipment as necessary to meet evolving service requirements and maintain high quality service.
The use of federal universal service support for these purposes is clearly consistent with the
federal universal service provisions,

18, Based on all of the foregoing information and also the Affidavit of Gordon A,
Dye, attached as Exhibit A, RT Communications requests that this Commission issue an
appropriate certification to the FCC and USAC indicating that RT Communications is is
compliance with 47 US.C. § 254(e) and should receive all federal universal service suppoit

deterniined for distribution to the Company in 2002. In order to ensure that this certification is



issued to the FCC prior to October 1, 2001, RT Communications would further ask the
Commission to expedite the process that is initiated based on this filing

9. If additional information is required, the Commission may contact RT
Commission's counsel, Bruce S. Asay, Associated Legal Group, LLC, (307) 632-2888 or the
srdersigned.

Dated this /& day of August, 2001

Respectfully submitted,

/fﬁ/(/f/&_[jﬁ/ }Zé/}
Gordon A. Dye U
Vice President

RT Communications, Inc.

) .
j/y\éf/ 'Lé( Ui/ fﬁzj};f L L (}f& A
Darla Pollman Rogers/
MEYER & ROGERS

320 E. Capitol

P. O. Box 1117

Pierre, SD 57501

Attorney for RT Communications, Inc.

0



EXHIBIT A

AFFIDAVIT

As an authorized corporate officer of RT Communications, 1, Gerdon A.Dve lierehy
affirm familiarity with and an understanding of the requirements of the Federal Communications

Act of 1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with respect to the receipt of

any federal universal service funds received as high-cost loop support, local switching support,

safely net additive support, and/or safety valve support and hereby affirm that any such support

amounts received by RT Communications will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and

upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended consistent with 47 1L1.S.C. N

234(e).

/f/ Aaw//l m(// g

Gordon A. Dye U
General Manager

Subscribed and Sworn to before me this _/C day of August, 2001.

/ -
NOTARY PUBLIC (@to{ C’? M@w
Commission expires };]M £ 2=
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST OF Docket No.
RT COMMUNICATIONS, INC., FOR

CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS
USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL NOTICE OF APPEARANCE
SUPPORT

Darla Pollman Roegers, of Meyer & Rogers, P. O. Box 1117, Pierre, South
Dakota 57501, hereby files her notice of appearance on behalf of RT COMMUNICA-
TIONS, INC., a Wyoming corporation that has previously submitted a Request for Certi-
fication to the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission™) wherein it
sought certification from the Commission pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §54.314,

As part of its filing, RT Communications requested that this Commission
issue an appropriate certification to the FCC and USAC indicating that RT Communica-

tions 1s in compliance with 47 U.S.C. § 254(e) and should receive all federal universal ser-

vice support determined for distribution to the Company in 2002.
Wherefore, the undersigned enters her appearance on behalf of RT Com-
munications, Inc. for all purposes allowed by the rules.

Dated this twenty-second day of August, 2001.

f,- i "'v“

i‘,/ AL ”ff{(’r;v /l ;
Darla Pollman Rogers 4
Meyer & Rogers

P.O0.Box 1117

Pierre, South Dakota 57501




SOLLLN aroEd FUDiCc UTHIITIeS LoMmmission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of August 16, 2001 through August 22, 2001

if you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact
Betlaine Koibo within five business days of this filing. Phone: 805-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-380%

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

CEG1-002 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Dale Riedlinger, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, against
Xcel Energy Regarding Poor Maintenance Service.

Complainant states that on or about May 21, 2001, Xcel Energy had a tree trimming company come (o ther armes
of town and trim trees. Complainant states that when the company trimmed there tree in the front yard of
home, the tree was destroyed by cutting the tree half off. Complainant states that therr are only two & ;
his neighborhood that do not have buried cable  Complainant inquired about the line bamg buried ang wag o
that he would have fo pay $7,500.00. Complainant states that Xcel Energy dnes not have an sasemant &
the utility pole on his property. Cornplainant requests that Xcel Energy bury ther lines &l no COst or 3 raassnah
cost to the customer. Complainant does not feel he should replace his tree because he beheves that the piol
will occur again when the tree trimming service happens again.

Staff Analyst Mary Healy
Staff Attorney  Kelly Frazier
Date Docketed: 08/ 20/01
intervention Deadline: N/A

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TCO1-111 In the Matter of the Request of Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plaing Telscom, ine
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Batltic Telecom Cooperative and its subaidiary Eser
Plains Telecom, Inc.'s plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to athenvige verify that Batt
Telecom Cooperative and its subsidiary East Plains Telecom, Inc. will use all federal universal senvise Suppart

recetved in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U S ¢ Section 354

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/16/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCo1-112 In the Matter of the Request of Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Teleshone &
plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise varify that Cheyenne River Siouy Ta
Telephone Authority will use all federal universal service support receivad in & manner that 15 consistent witk
federal universal service provisions of 47 U S.C. Section 254

Staff Analyst. Harlan Best
Staff Attorney:. Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/17/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01



Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Aftorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-118 In the Matter of the Request of Kadoka Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Kadoka Telephone Company's plan for the use of
its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Kadoka Telephone Compazny will use all federal
universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
A7 11.8.C. Section 254.

Stafl Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney. Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-119 In the Matter of the Request of Valley Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Valley Telephone Company's pian for the use of its
federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Valley Telephone Company will use all federal
universal service support received in 2 manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
47 U.8.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney. Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
Infervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-120 in the Matter of the Request of Mount Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randali

Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Mt. Rushmore Telephane Company and Fort
Randall Telephone Company's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that
ML Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone Company will use all federal universal service

support received in @ manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section
254.

Siaff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

Too1-121 ir the Maiter of the Request of Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, inc. and SANCO#M, Inc. for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc./Sancom.
Inc’s plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Sanborn Telephone



Cooparative will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the faderat
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Siaff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-126 in the Matter of the Request of West River Telecommunications Cooperative {Mobridge) for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Sugport.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting West River Telecommunications Cooperative’s
{(Mokbridge) plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that West River
Telgcommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) will use all federal universal service support received in a manner
that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254,

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney. Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-127 in the Matter of the Request of Midstate Communications, inc. for Certification Regarding
its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Midstate Communications, Inc.'s plan for the uss of
its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Midstate Communications, Inc. will use it federgl
universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
47 U.8.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Stafi Attorney. Karen Cremer

Date Docketed: 08/20/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TC04-128 in the Matter of the Request of Tri-County Telecom, inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information conistituting Tri-County Telecom, inc.'s pian for the use of its
federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Tri-County Telecom, Inc. will use all federal universsl
service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service pravisions of 47 U 8¢
Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney. Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline; 08/31/01

TCH1-129 In the Matter of the Request of McCook Cooperative Telephone Company for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting McCock Coaperative Telephone Company's pian
for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that McCook Cooperative Talaphons



The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Sioux Valley Telephone Company's plan for the use
ot its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Sioux Valley Telephone Company will use ai
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universai service
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Aftorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/21/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-134 In the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support,

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative's plan for tha
us# of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative wil
use all federal universal service support received in @ manner that is consistent with the federat universal service
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/22/01
Infervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-135 in the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Communications, Ing. for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rural Communications, inc.'s plan for the
use of its federal universal service su pport and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. wili use
alt federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the faderal uriversal service
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best

Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/22/01
intgrvention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO4-136 In the Matter of the Request of Farmers Mutual Telephone Company for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Farmers Mutual Teiephone Company's pian for the
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Farmers Mutual Telephone Company will
use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal univarsal service
previsions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Siaff Analyst. Harlan Best
Stalf Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/22/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

1437~ In the Matter of the Request of RT Communications, Inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universzl Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting RT Communications, Inc.'s plan for the use of its



Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attarney: Karen Cremer
Uate Docketed: 08/22/01
intervention Deadiine: 08/31/01

You may receive this listing and other PUC publications via our website or via internet e-mail,
You may subscribe or unsubscribe to the PUC mailing lists at hitp:/lwww.state.sc.us/puc!




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF RT ) ORDER GRANTING
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT } TC01-137

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Crder"), in part, codifies at 47
§ CFR 54314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision.
mamntenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
I'his certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54 305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R, Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
fites the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal suppoert for
all four quarters during calendar year 2001 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and

UBAC on or before Qctober 1, 2001, The certification may be presented to these entities
i the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance. and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 22, 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from RT Communications, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
fiting was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federa!
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal

CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Repor:
Grder, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further
of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
vdsr in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,




universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the
pravision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 23, 2001, the Commission electronically transmitied notice of the fiting
and the intervention deadline of August 31, 2001, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 7. 2001. the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1.26.
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for

Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, thisé{ﬂ Zj‘? day of September, 2001,

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this L /
document has been served today upon all parties of ,f' ,;/“’
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service / ,7 Y /7 A . # Zoo
list. by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly =17 //’)’ 2 A BT iy
@ i ith cha i % a4 ~ = s
cudrire:sszc/xienve/ljoﬁpes, V\fnh charges preﬁud thereon. . JW’ES A. BU Rbg Chairman P

St e L 7 i d

A /,'-?‘ g y - // (,/ E——
By / u:{,//){”?’(// /“:/“éf/g/’/(/% N T o =

&) / ey b e s
Date. L e 6; &/ PAM NELSON, Commissioner
(OFFICIAL SEAL)
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September 25, 2001

Ms. Magalie R. Salas

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12th St. S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Ms. irene Flannery

Universal Service Administrative Company
2120 L Street N.W., Suite 800
Washington, DC 20037

RE:  CC Docket No. 98-45, CC Docket No. D0-258, Fourteenth Report and
Qrder, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration. and Eurther Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket Np. 96-45, and Report and Ordar in
CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers

DearMs. Salas-and Ms. Flannery:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) hereby states ihat ¢
following rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunizatio
carriers within its jurisdiction have been certified to receive support pursusant to -
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307 and /or part 36, subpart F. The carriers list
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which support th
affirmations that all federal high-cost support provided to them will be usad only 1
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which t
support is intended. The Commission has granted certification to the foliowi
companies:

Armour Independent Telephone Company

Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Flains Telecom, inc.
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority

Citizens Telecornmunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
City of Brookings Municipal Telephone

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Community Telephone





