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VITER OF THE REQUEST OF
v MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY
i ifif %Tiﬁ?“i RF(; AR’DING ITS DOCKET NO. _

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION

cwmprs Muswal Telephone Company (Bellingham, Minnesota) by and through its

bereby submits a Request for Certification to the South Dakota Public Utilities

o {Commission”) secking certification from the Commission pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §

srers Mutuad Telephone Company has less than 40 lines in South Dakota but would

ertifieation of the South Dakota Lines. In support of this Request, Farmers Mutual

pwany offers the fotlowing:

v 23,2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an Order

wi to the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This Order

referenced as the “Fourteenth Report and Order”™), in part, codifies at 47 C.F.R. §

 pequirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal universal service

vt is reccived by rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or other eligible

prmications carriers providing service in rural service areas. Pursuant to such rule, states

« pural carrers within their jurisdiction to receive future federal universal service

s myust {ile s annual certification with the FCC and the Universal Service Administrative

1A 0T stating that federal high cost support provided to such carriers within that

| he used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services

Docket Moo 00-256, Fourteenth Report and Order, Twenty Second Order on
+ Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-43, and Report and Qrder in CC
187, Released May 23, 2001




be support 1s intended. This certification requirement applies to various categorics of

siversal service support. including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301,

bor 54307, and/or 47 CF.R. Pant 36. Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local

support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided

FCC rule provisions will only in the future be made available if the State

o fHes the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

T Thwe certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal service support

st gquarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and

W07 an o1 before October 1, 2001, The certification may be presented to these entities in the

of a etter rom the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers in the State

o

le to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must certify that the

- histed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of

jties and services for which the support is intended.

A Farmers Muual Telephone Companyis a rural telephone company that has previously

hated by this Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier. The Company

fes focal exchange telephone services, including all of the essential services that are

3ot

i the Tederal delinition of universal service, to approximately 40 access lines within its

P

iivtiaked rural service area in South Dakota.

4. This Commission has limited regulatory oversight over Farmers Mutual Telephone

s and ifs provisioning of local exchange services. Under SDCL § 49-31-5.1, the local

seryice rales charged by telecommunications cooperatives, municipal telephone

and independent telephone companies serving less than fifty thousand local exchange

i oare not subject 1o the Commission’s ratemaking authority. In cases where State



v lmited regulatory authority over rural carriers, the FCC has indicated that

I themselves initiate the certification process by presenting a plan to ensure

ik the reguirement in 47 US.C. § 254(e) that universal service support will only

wovciston. maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the

Based on this filed plan. it is anticipated that the State Commission may

. . R
# certification to the FCC.

wese of this filing is to provide information constituting Farmers Mutual

s oplan tor the use of 1ts federal universal service support and to otherwise

rs Awtreal Telephone Company will use all federal universal service support

¢ that s consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C.

e Iy the provess of determining whether federal universal service support 1s used in a

nt with the Federal Communications Act, the “universal service principles”

i Seviion 254(hy are instructive. That Section states that the FCC shall base

the preservation and advancement of universal service”™ on certain, specifically

pranciples

£33 sty services should be available at just, reasonable, and affordable rates.

e gdvanceed telecommunications and information services should be
ons of the Nation,

By Copsymers inall regions of the Nation, including low-income consumers and
i oyural,  insular,  and  high-cost  areas, should have access to
munications and information services, including interexchange services
newst telecommunications and information services, that are reasonably

¢t those services provided in urban areas and that are available at
s reasonably comparable to rates charged for similar services in urban

& COrder, 8 188




1wt secondary schools and classrooms. health care providers, and
wive avcess o [certain] advanced telecommunications services. . .

s dechined to dictate specifically how the states should ensure that carriers

i mbversal service support consistent with the federal law, but has offered

support can be used to appropriately further universal service goals. The

H

< fuse the federal support to] adjust intrastate rates, or otherwise
sors o use the federal support to replace implicit intrastate universal
port o high cost rural areas | ..

so require carriers to use the federal support to upgrade facilities
.t ensure that services provided in those areas are reasonably
v services provided in urban areas of the state.”

e

8 The FUC provided the above examples as illustrative and not exhaustive examples of

be used consistent with Section 254(e). Other uses are appropriate provided the

s helieves they are consistent with the federal universal service principles

setpen L5

v Mutual Telephone Company as a designated eligible telecommunications

sotved federal universal service support in the past and expects to receive support

sear 20020 As of this time. specific support amounts the Company should

Bave not vet been identified by USAC. The Company, however, offers the

. . .4
5 CONSCTRING the support it expects 1o receive .

ot Loop Suppan $147800

et Erghteenth Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket No. 96-45 (In the Matter of the
a4 imversal Service), FCC 69-306, 4 96, November 2, 1999,

i Term Support amounts are not referenced because the FCC has indicated that it will
vt wnder ATUSC Seetion 2354(e) lor these amounts. See 14th Report and Order footnote number



al Swtching Support (DEM Weighting) $212700

et Additive Support $0

v Vadve Support $0

argeunts are foy the total company

B For calendar vear 20020 Farmers Mutual Telephone Company intends (o continue to

e tacilites at West Marrietta,  In the year 2000 on a company wide basis we added

* 1o the switching and cable and wire facilities with $500.000 to $700.000 to be

Hit and 2002,

1 I providing local exchange telecommunications services, on a total company basis,

sors Mgl Telephone Company will also incur other costs. In 2000 we spent $239,569 on

ceiie gxpenses, $14,070 on plant support, $125,528 on customer expenses and $219,163

te operations. The depreciation relating to prior additions equaled $372.172. We

B 20012 fevel of expenses to be slightly higher than the year 2000.
P30 Farmers Mutual Telephone Company estimates that the total costs described above

wr ity planned network facility and equipment investments and other expenses to be

i providing local exchange telecommunications services will exceed $1,200.000.

B4 Comsisient with the universal service principles set forth in the federal law and also

FUC arders referenced herein, Farmers Mutual Telephone Company will use federal

eersal service amounts received in 2002 (estimated in paragraph 9 herein) to offset a portion

stad costs. This use of federal universal service support will enable Farmers Mutual

ceppony o0 (1) maintain rates for its local exchange services that are affordable and

c comparabie 1o rates being charged for the same services in urban areas: and (2) to

5 whecommunications facilities and equipment as necessary to meet evolving service



ol Switehing Support (DEM Weighting) $212700

v Met Additive Support $0

Satery Valve Support $0

2 sapnants are for the total company

1 For calendar vear 20020 Farmers Mutual Telephone Company intends to continue to

¢ the facilities al West Marrietta. In the year 2000 on a company wide basis we added

600 10 the switching and cable and wire facilities with $500,000 to $700.000 to be

iy 2001 and 2002,

11 In providing local exchange telecommunications services, on a total company bass,

Wassal Telephone Company will also incur other costs. In 2000 we spent $239.569 on

fic expenses, $14.070 on plant support, $125.528 on customer expenses and $219.163
an parporate operatons. The depreciation relating to prior additions equaled $372,172. We

Cihe 2002 level of expenses to be slightly higher than the year 2000.

{1 Farmers Mutual Telephone Company estimates that the total costs described above

¢ 1 its planned network facility and equipment investments and other expenses 10 be

4 i providing local exchange telecommunications services will exceed $1,200,000.

14 Consistent with the universal service principles set forth in the federal law and also

i FOC orders referenced herein, Farmers Mutual Telephone Company will use federal

aal service amounts received in 2002 (estimated in paragraph 9 herein) to offset a portion

iotal costs. This use of federal universal service support will enable Farmers Mutual

s {ompuny o0 (1) maintain rates for its local exchange services that are affordable and

v comparable 10 rates being charged for the same services in urban areas; and (2) to

.
o

s relecommunications facilities and equipment as necessary o meet evolving service



spepsiretents and maintain high quality service. The use of federal universal service support for

¢ purposes is clearly consistent with the federal universal service provisions.

E5 Based on all of the foregoing information and also the Affidavit of Robert I

wp attached as Exhibit A, Farmers Mutual Telephone Company requests that this

fon issue an appropriate certification to the FCC and USAC indicating that Farmers

4 Felophone Company is in compliance with 47 U.S.C. § 254(e) and should receive all

eideral wdversal service support determined for distribution to the Company in 2002. In order to

ensure that this certification is issued to the FCC prior to October 1, 2001, Farmers Mutual

Felepdome Company would further ask the Commission to expedite the process that is initiated
sead o this filing.
Dated this//7 day of August, 2001,
Respectfully submitted,

WILCOX LAW OFFICE, P.A.

By: Qﬁ%yf//é‘ﬁ/

" Donald A. Wilcox
Attorney for Farmers Mutual
Telephone Company
1150 Wisconsin Avenue
Benson, Minnesota 56215
(320) 842-5391
Atty Reg. No. 117018




EXHIBIT A

AFFIDAVIT

As an authorized corporate officer of Furmers Mutual Telephone Company. 1, Robert J.

e

. CECYGeneral Manager. hereby affirm familiarity with and an understanding of the

oty of  the  Federal  Communications  Act of 1934 as amended by the

mmunications Act of 1996 with respect to the receipt of any federal universal service

remeived as high-cost foop support. local switching support, safety net additive support,

sufety valve support and hereby affirm that any such support amounts received by
Farmers Mutual Telephone Company will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and

of fucilities and services for which the support is intended consistent with 47 U.S.C. §

[ 1l

Robert J H()/‘/mun ;

day of August, 2001.

],
Y PUBLIC z;_wm ﬁ ﬂ//é/»/

EREIO0 ENPIFCS /= 3/-2 eloty

THORES 1L HELSON
BUHEY PG - MIBTER
LAG G5 PRRLE COUNTY
G tomenesin ol Jae. L, 2%
P B SRS




South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of August 16, 2001 through August 22, 2001

i you nead a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or maiied to you, please contact
Delaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-2809

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

GEOT-002 in the Matter of the Complaint filed by Dale Riedlinger, Sioux Falls, Scuth Dakota, against
Xeel Energy Regarding Poor Maintenance Service.

HipEinant states that on or about May 21, 2001, Xcel Energy had a tree trimming company come to their area
and tnim trees. Complainant states that when the company trimmed there tree in the front yard of their
s, e es was destroyed by cutting the tree half off. Complainant states that their are only two customers in
fRorhood that go not have buried cable. Complainant inquired about the line being buried and was told
Wil have 1o pay $7 500.00. Complainant states that Xcel Energy does not have an easement to have
ol o1 fus property. Complainant requests that Xcel Energy bury their lines at no cost or a reasonable
¥ sustomer. Complainant does not feel he should replace his tree because he believes that the problem
Wil DOOUE BgEn when the tree trimming service happens again.

Bl Angivsl Mary Healy
# Altorney Kelly Frazier
Docketed 08/ 20/01
wervantion Deadline W/A

Moy

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TCO1-141 in the Matter of the Request of Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, Inc
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Thie purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Baltic Telecom Cooperative and its subsidiary Fast
Faing Telecom, Inc's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Baltic
Taiscom Cooperative and its subsidiary East Plains Telecom, Inc. will use all federal universal service support

srtived In g manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254

Bl Analyst Harlan Best
H Attorney. Karen Cremer
Uackeled. 08/16/01

irdarventon Deadine. 08/31/01

TLOt-112 in the Matter of the Request of Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

€ of this filing is to provide information constituting Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority's

x use ol its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Cheyenne River Sicux Tribe

shang Authonty will use ali federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the
- unsvarsal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254,

ff Analyst Harlan Bast

H Afiorney: Karen Cremer
Docketad. 0817101
samtion Dsadline: 08/31/01




Btaff Analyst Harlan Best
Siaif Attorney. Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
Inlervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-118 In the Matter of the Request of Kadoka Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Kadoka Telephone Company's plan for the use of
its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Kadoka Telephone Company will use all federal
uriversal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
47 U.5.C. Section 254,

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Dite Docketed: 08/20/04
integregntion Deadline: 08/31/01

Too-118 in the Matter of the Request of Vailey Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Valley Telephone Company's plan for the use of its
federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Valley Telephone Company will use all federal
universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
47 1J.8.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremier
ate Docketed: 08/20/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO4-120 in the Matter of the Request of Mount Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall
Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Mt. Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort
Randall Telephone Company's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and fo otherwise verify that
Mt Rushrmore Telephone Cornpany and Fort Randall Telephone Company will use all federal universal service
support recelved in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section
254,

Stafl Analyst. Harlan Best
Steff Altorney. Karen Cremer
Date Dockated: 08/20/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TGo1121 In the Matter of the Request of Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and SAMCOM, Inc. for
Gertification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc./Sancom,
Ine’s plan for the use of its federal universal service Support and to otherwise verify that Sanborn Telephone



Cooperative will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
iversal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Siaff Analyst Harlan Best

Statt Attormey: Karen Cremer

Date Docketed: 0R/20/01

Intervention Deadline; 08/31/01

TCot-126 In the Matter of the Request of West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting West River Telecommunications Cooperative's
{(Mobridge) plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that West River
Talecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) will use all federal universal service support received in a manner
that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
taate Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline; 08/31/01

Teot27 In the Matter of the Request of Midstate Communications, Inc. for Certification Regarding
its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Midstate Communications, Inc.'s plan for the use of
it federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Midstate Communications, Inc. will use all federal
umiversal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
47 LL8.C. Section 254,

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attormey: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01

Antervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCOY-128 in the Matter of the Request of Tri-County Telecom, Inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpuse of this filing is to provide information constituting Tri-County Telecom, Inc.'s plan for the use of its
feteral universal service support and to otherwise verify that Tri-County Telecom, Inc. will use all federal universal
S@IVICE support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C.
Swention 254

Sialf Analyst. Harlan Best

Sl Attorney: Karen Cremer

Datn Docketed: 08/20/01

tntervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TODI-429 in the Matter of the Request of McCook Cooperative Telephone Company for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support,

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting McCook Cooperative Telephone Company's plan
for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that McCoak Cooperative Telephone



The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Sioux Valley Telephone Company's plan for the use
of s federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Sioux Valley Telephone Company will use 2l
fedleral uriiversal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Giaft Analyst Harlan Best
Biaff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Diate Docketed: 08/21/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TEO1-134 In the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Tha purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative's plan for the
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative wil
use all faderal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service
provisions of 47 U.8.C. Section 254,

Staft Analyst Harlan Best
Sal Attorney: Karen Cremer
Drate Docketed: 08/22/01
intarvention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO4-135 in the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rural Communications, inc.'s plan for the
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. will use
all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistenit with the federal universal service
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254,

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Atiorney. Karen Cremer
Date Docketed:  08/22/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

STCOAsE In the Matter of the Request of Farmers Mutual Telephone Company for Certification
' Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Suppert.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Farmers Mutual Telephone Company's plan for the
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Farmers Mutual Telephone Company will
use ait federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service
provisions of 47 1J.8.C. Section 254

Siaff Analyst: Harlan Best
Siaft Attorney: Karen Cremer
Diate Docketed: 08/22/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCE1-137 In the Matter of the Request of RT Communications, Inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting RT Communications, inc.'s plan for the use of its



Haf Anglyst Harlan Best
Siaft Atomey: Karen Cremer
Lty Docketod: 08/22/01
tmrvertion Deadline: 08/31/01

You may receive this listing and other PUC publications via our website or via internet e-mail.
You may subscribe or unsubscribe to the PUC mailing lists at http://www.state.sd.us/puc/




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

FARMERS MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) CERTIFICATION
FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE }

OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TCO1-136
SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Qrder concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers * This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federa!
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriars
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its junsdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that fadsral high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the prowision
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support 18 intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federa!l universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301. 54 305, andior
94.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost foop support. local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54 314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2001 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2001. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
inn the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and mus!
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended,

On August 22, 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission {Commission:
received a filing from Farmers Mutual Telephons Company {Company) regarding its
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universai Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use

CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Dockst No. 00-254
and_Qrder, Twenty Second Order on Recongideration
Hoptice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docker No.
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 21-157,
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of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federai
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs
for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 23, 2001, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 31, 2001, to interested individuals and entities.
Mo parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 7, 2001, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities andg
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this = 77 day of ESeptemberj,EOD‘l ,

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon ail parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service

g &
C dpmsn ey
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly ME—‘{ f?}/ %7 iV A Lo LA

addresseq onvelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. JA A EUR‘G €ﬁ airman

prepes e
By. /,Z/’C/MZ@/%Q)//Z ~ N ot f

/ =3 - w/f!‘:’zf"/mﬂ / 4‘*,
Date L;// ;—,{ ) / é}'/ e TP
/ T

PAM NELSON, Commi‘s.stoner'

(OFFICIAL SEAL)
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Clanftol Office
Telephone (605)773-3201
FAX (605)773-3809

Transporiation/
Wirehouse Division

Telephone (605)773-5280

FAX (608)773-3225

Consumer Hotline
1-800-332-1782

TTY Through
Relsy Sowuth Dakota
1-860-877-1113

Internet Website
wrw.stste.sd. ns/puc/
¢
Jim Burg
Chairmarn
Parn Nelson

State Capitol Building, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, South Dakets

September 25, 2001

- Ms. Magalie R. Salas

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12th St. S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Ms. Irene Flannery

Universal Service Administrative Company
2120 L Street N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20037

RE:  CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Eourteenth Report and
Order, Twenty Second Qrder on Reconsideration and Furlher Mo
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45 and Report ang
CC Docket No. 00-256 FCC 01-1 57, Released May 23, 2001

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers

Dear Ms. Salas and Ms. Flannery:

Vice~Chatrman

Debra Elofson
Exscutive Director

Harlan Best
Martin €. Bettmann
Sue Cichos
Karen E. Cremer
Chrimopber W, Downs
Terry Emerson
Michele M. Farris
Marlene Fischbach
Heather K. Forney
Kelly D. Frazier
Mary Giddings
Leni Healy
Mary Healy
Lisa Huoll
Dawve Jacobson
Amy Kayser
Jennifer Kirk
Bob Knadie
Dslaine Kolbo
Chaslene Lund
Gregory A. Rislov
Keith Senger
Rolryne Aills Wiest
)

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) heraby states
following rural incumbent ocal exchange carriers andfor ehgible talecom
carriers within its jurisdiction have been certifies to recelve support purs
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307 and /or part 36, subpart F. The carriars big
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which sy P
affirmations that all federal high-cost support providad o them will be ysand :
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for whink ¢
support is intended. The Cormmission has granted certification to the %
companies:

A

Armour Independent Telephone Company

Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telacom, inz.
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Teiephone Company
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, ins
City of Brookings Municipal Telephone

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Community Teiephone





