rieations Analyst

: Rural Telephone Cooperative
Fural Communications, Inc.

syt Services, Inc

3 Ee e o g pavay
e gngen i
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ba reguest of Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. for certification
SERAL UMIVERSAL SERVICE FUNDS (FUSF).

wns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 701-344-5010.
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BEFORE THE it
JYTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION UUTH DAKGTA PUBLY

VITER OF THE REQUEST OF

L COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

PION DOCKET NO. _
;118 USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION

: Rural Communications, Inc. (Company) by and through its attorney hereby

7 Heguest for Certification to the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

3¢5 seeking certification from the Commission pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.314. In
Reuest, Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. offers the following:

E. € May 233, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an Order

4t federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This Order

eroneed as the “Fourteenth Report and Order™), in part, codifies at 47 CF.R. §

£

£4.314, » respuirement for States 1o provide a certification regarding federal universal service

cosgt thgt fs recedved by rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or other eligible

wmunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. Pursuant to such rule, states

v rural earriers within their jurisdiction to receive future federal universal service

51 ot e an anpual certification with the FCC and the Universal Service Administrative

{7y stating that federal high cost support provided to such carriers within that

e wsed only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services

I support is intended. This certification requirement applies to various categories of

!l service support, including support provided pursuant to 47 CF.R. §§ 54.301,

* Dlocket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report and Order, Twenty Second QOrder on
urthier Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-43, and Report and Order in CC
2 01-187, Released May 23, 2001,




5. wndfor 34.307. and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local

i support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided

umibey these FCC rule provisions will only in the future be made available if the State

sussission files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.
2. The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal service support
foor il four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and

Lon or before October 1, 2001, The certification may be presented to these entities in the

form of 4 letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers in the State

sre eligible o receive federal support during the 12-month period and must certify that the

carrigrs listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of

aeHities and services for which the support is intended.

3. Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. is a rural telephone company that has previously
fwen designated by this Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier. The Company
provides local exchange telephone services, including all of the essential services that are
wwhided in the federal definition of universal service, to approximately thirty-eight (38) access
lines in parts of 3 exchanges within its established rural service area in South Dakota.

4, This Commission has limited regulatory oversight over Dickey Rural
Communications, Inc, and its provisioning of local exchange services. Under SDCL § 49-31-
5.1, the local exchange service rates charged by telecommunications cooperatives, municipal
telephone systems, and independent telephone companies serving less than fifty thousand local
exchange subscribers are not subject to the Commission’s ratemaking authority. In cases where
state Commissions have limited regulatory authority over rural carriers, the FCC has indicated

that these carriers should themselves initiate the certification process by presenting a plan to

f



snpplianee with the requirement in 47 U.S.C. § 254(e) that universal service support will
v B usged tor the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which
suppwitt i intended. Based on this filed plan, it is anticipated that the State Commission may

. g ) . o rue n 2
make the approprinte certification to the FCC,

5. The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rural

wmumestions, Ine. plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise
that Dickey Rural Communications, Ine. will use all federal universal service support

=1 in @ manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C.

i, {n the process of determining whether federal universal service support is used in a

manper consistent with the Federal Communications Act, the “universal service principles™

hed in Section 254(b) are instructive. That Section states that the FCC shall base

23 for the preservation and advancement of universal service” on certain, specifically
=l principles:

{13 Cuality services should be available at just, reasonable, and affordable rates.

{23y Access to advanced telecommunications and information services should be

provided in all regions of the Nation.

{3y Consumers in all regions of the Nation, including low-income consumers and
those in rural, insular, and high-cost areas, should have access to
weleeommunications and information services, including interexchange services
nedd advanced telecommunications and information services, that are reasonably
carnparable 1o those services provided in urban areas and that are available at
that are reasonably comparable to rates charged for similar services in urban

% should have access to [certain] advanced telecommunications services. . .

teport and Order, ¥ 188



7. The FCC has declined to dictate specifically how the states should ensure that carriers

are aming lederal universal service support consistent with the federal law, but has offered

saples of how the support can be used to appropriately further universal service goals. The

s wtadedd:

{A] stote could [use the federal support to] adjust intrastate rates, or otherwise
divect carriers o use the federal support to replace implicit intrastate universal
wrvice suppott to high cost rural areas . . ..

state could also require carriers to use the federal support to upgrade facilities
in rural areas to ensure that services provided in those areas are reasonably
gomparable o services provided in urban areas of the state.?

R The FCC provided the above examples as illustrative and not exhaustive examples of

- support can be used consistent with Section 254(e). Other uses are appropriate provided the

e Commission believes they are consistent with the federal universal service principles

syained In Secton 254,

. Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. as a designated eligible telecommunications

vier haws received federal universal service support in the past and expects to receive support
- ealendar year 2002, As of this time, specific support amounts the Company should
v i 2002 have not yet been identified by USAC. The Company, however, offers the
tallwing estimates concerning the support it expects to receive®:

The  imformation  presented  represents  the  entire company of Dickey Rural

Communications, Inc. with customers in both North and South Dakota

High-Cost Loop Support $ 0
Lotal Switching Support (DEM Weighting) 5 240,000

b Heport wnd Crder and Eighteenth Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket No. 96-45 (In the Matter of the
Sbate Joint Board on Universal Service), FCC 99-306, § 96, November 2, 1999,

ber notidd that Long Term Support amounts are not referenced because the FCC has indicated that it will
satton under 47USC Section 254(e) for these amounts. See 14th Report and Order footnote number




Safety Net Additive Support $ 0

Safety Valve Support $ 0

1. For calendar year 2002, Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. intends to make the

lwing melwork facility and equipment investments:
The information presented represents the entire company of Dickey Rural
Communicasions, Inc. with customers in both North and South Dakota.
IHckey Rural Communications, Inc. has historically over the past 4 years
genpmitted nearly $500,000 annually in plant upgrades. In addition to this figure
are capital costs for electronics upgrades and switching upgrades, both of which
are done on the basis of growth, technology needs, and customer demands.
. I providing local exchange telecommunications services, Dickey Rural
Cennrsunications, Inc. will also incur other costs. In 2002, these costs will include:
The information presented represents the entire company of Dickey Rural
Communications, Inc. with cusiomers in both North and South Dakota.

The other costs that Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. expects to incur are as

torliows:
Plant and Related Expenses $1.400.000
Depreciation $1,200,000
Customer/Corporate Operations $975,000

12, Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. estimates that the total costs described above
sedating 1o it planned network facility and equipment investments and other expenses to be

pyeurred i providing local exchange telecommunications services will exceed $4,000,000.



§3. Consistent with the universal service principles set forth in the federal law and also
the recent FCC orders referenced herein, Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. will use federal
sniversal service amounts received in 2002 (estimated in paragraph 9 herein) to offset a portion
of these total costs. This use of federal universal service support will enable Dickey Rural
Conymunications, Inc. to: (1) maintain rates for its local exchange services that are affordable
and reasonably comparable to rates being charged for the same services in urban areas; and (2) to
upgrade its telecommunications facilities and equipment as necessary to meet evolving service
requirements and maintain high quality service. The use of federal universal service support for
these purposes is clearly consistent with the federal universal service provisions.

14. Based on all of the foregoing information and also the Affidavit of Darren D. Moser,
attached as Exhibit A, Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. requests that this Commission issue
an appropriate certification to the FCC and USAC indicating that Dickey Rural
Communications, Inc. is in compliance with 47 U.8.C.-§ 254(e) and should receive all federal
universal service support determined for distribution to the Company in 2002. In order to ensure
that this certification is issued to the FCC prior to October 1, 2001, Dickey Rural
Comnmunications, Inc. would further ask the Commission to expedite the process that is initiated
based on this filing.

Dated this /4, day of August, 2001.

Respectfully submitted,

TVt Smtion

Mark Scallon, Attorney

6



EXHIBIT A

AFFIDAVIT

As an authorized corporate officer of Dickey Rural Communications, Inc., I, Darren D.
Maser hereby affirm familiarity with and an understanding of the requirements of the Federal
Commnunications Act of 1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with respect
to the receipt of any federal universal service funds received as high-cost loop support, local
switching support, safety net additive support, and/or safety valve support and hereby affirm that
any such support amounts received by Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. will be used only for
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is

mtended consistent with 47 U.S.C. § 254(e).

S D~

Darren D. Moser

Subseribed and Sworn to before me this / 4day of August, 2001.

NOTARY PUBLIC P2 7a"d 3 A

Commission expires * MARK SCALLON
Notary Public. STATE OF NORTH DAKQTA
My Commission Exores QCT, 28. 2005

C e e o



South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of August 16, 2001 through August 22, 2001

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please centact
Delaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. Phone: 805-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-380%

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

CED1-002 in the Matter of the Complaint filed by Dale Riedlinger, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, against
Xcel Energy Regarding Poor Maintenance Service.

Aairant siates that on or about May 21, 2001, Xcel Energy had a tree trimming company come o their area
wn and tnm drees. Complainant states that when the company trimmed there tree in the front yard of their

- I free was destroyed by cutting the tree half off. Complainant states that their are only twa customers in
pghtiorhtod that do not have buried cable. Complainant inquired about the line being buried and was told
ouls have 1o pay 37,500.00. Complainant states that Xcel Energy does not have an easement to have
¥ pole on his property. Complainant requests that Xcel Energy bury their lines at no cost or a rezsonable
stormer. Complainant does not feel he should replace his tree because he believes that the problem
r agan when the tree timming service happens again.

W Mary Healy
ngy Welly Frazier
see 087 20001
inreveninn Deadline N/A

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TE1-111 in the Matter of the Request of Baitic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, Inc
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support,

Toe purpose of this filing 1s to provide information constituting Baitic Telecorn Cooperative and its subsidiary East
: Terlecom, Inc.’s plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Baltic
om Cooperative and its subsidiary East Plains Telecom, Inc. will use all federal universal service support
ed m & manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Stat! Analyst Harlan Best
Aftorney Karen Cremer
2 Docketed: 08/16/01
regsnbion Disadbne: 08/31/01

Toot-112 In the Matter of the Request of Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

surpnse of this filing is to provide information constituting Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority's
¢ e use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe

- Aaithority will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the
521 sgrvice provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

@

1 Harlan Best
utgy Karen Cremer
x Dicketed 0B/17/01
on Deadling 08/31/01



fiysl Marlan Best

TCh1-118 In the Matter of the Request of Kadoka Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

<56 of this filing is to provide information constituting Kadoka Telephone Company's plan for the use of
Funiversal service support and to otherwise verify that Kadoka Telephone Company will use all federal
it support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
~. Bection 264,

i D8/20/01
minn Dawdline: 08/31/01

TEOL118 in the Matter of the Request of Valley Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its
Wse of Federal Universal Service Support.

marpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Valley Telephone Company's plan for the use of its
univiersal sarvice support and to otherwise verify that Valley Telephone Company will use all federal
whvarsa: servioe support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
47 11 5.0 Section 254,

sl Anglyst Harlan Best

socketed. 0820101
srtion Deadline: 08/21/01

TCO1A30 in the Matter of the Request of Mount Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall
Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support,

rptse of this filing is to provide information constituting Mt. Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort

all Telephone Company's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that
sshmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone Company will use all federal universal service

1 recaived In a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section

Wy Karen Cremar
s O8/20001
witinn Deadling: 08/31/01

T4 It the Matter of the Request of Sanbom Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and SANCOM, inc. for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

e of thig filing 1s 1o provide information constituting Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc./Sancom,
ar for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Sanborn Telephone



 analyst Harlan Best

i Adtornsy: Karen Cremer
Qutm Docketed: 0820/01
tErvantion Deadline: 08/31/01

TOO-126 in the Matter of the Request of West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

se of this filing is o provide information constituting West River Telecommunications Cooperative's

71 plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that West River
migations Cooperative (Mobridge) will use all federal universal service support received in a manner
isistant with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254,

; Bramiest Marlan Best
Sl Attorney. Karen Cremer
ste Docketadh 08720/01
Ihprvestion Deadline, 08/31/01

TRt in the Matter of the Request of Midstate Communications, Inc. for Certification Regarding
its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpase of this filing is to provide information constituting Midstate Communications, Inc.'s plan for the use of
i deral universal service support and to otherwise verify that Midstate Communications, Inc. will use all federal
e mm;zi service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of
47 UB.C. Bection 264,

Apalyst Harlan Best
’mg‘ Altorney. Karen Cremer
Dmte Docketed: 08/20/01
intarvantion Deadling: 0B/31/01

TOOL28 In the Watter of the Request of Tri-County Telecom, Inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

imﬂ parpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Tri-County Telecom, Inc.'s plan for the use of its
‘ memai semce support and to other\mse verify that Tri-County Telecom lnc will use aII federal universal

f Avatyst: Harlan Best
2 tinrney: Karen Crerner
Jgte Dockated: 0B/20/01
wantion Deadiine: 08/31/01

TCo1-129 In the Matter of the Request of McCook Cooperative Telephone Company for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting McCook Caoperative Telephone Company's plan
1 1 the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that McCook Cooperative Telephone



s to pravide information constituting Sioux Valley Telephone Company's plan for the use
wice qupnaﬁ and to otherwise versfy that Snoux Valley Telephone Company wxil use all

‘@'}
©
T.‘é
s
o
3k
3 g
e]
D
<
o
o
=1
o
3
]
>
S
[0}
-
[
po g
&
8
o
o}
o
3
2y
7]
—
o
2
3
—
=
—
=
®
.
®
o
o
o
=
3
<
®
-
@
0
o
©
<.
D
®

boMarian Begt

vy Karen Cremer
et OBIZ10M

wiae Disadiine: 08/31/01

TLg1-104 in the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

of thiz filing 15 to provide information constituting Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative's plan for the
aral univarsal service support and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperzative will
Ffealsral uraversal service support received in 2 manner that is consistent with the federal universal service
% ot 47 1 8 C Section 254,

it Harlan Bast
sy, Haren Cremer
s OB
Desdine . OB/31/01

in the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. for Certification
Regerding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

af this filng 15 1o provide information constituting Dickey Rural Communications, Inc.'s plan for the
fedfaral uriversal service support and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rural Communications, inc. will use
uiiversal senice support received in @ manner that is consistent with the federal universal service

A 47 U 5.0 Section 254

Harlan Best
Karen Cremer
eter  ORZ201

y Deadine 08/31/01

TLO1-138 In the Matter of the Request of Farmers Mutual Telephone Company for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

: i universal service support and to otherwr:e verify that Farmers Mutual Telephone Company will
derat L,m*fv; 52l service support received in @ manner that is consistent with the federal universal service
F 47 U8 C Section 254

t Flaran Best

*13:2?&11
s OBIZV/CH

in the Matter of the Request of RT Communications, Inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

s filing is to provide information constituting RT Communications, Inc.'s plan for the use of its



1 Anglyst Hardan Best
Alinrngy: Karen Cremer

katad: OBR22A1

evantion Deadline: 08/31/01

You may receive this listing and other PUC publications via our website or via internet e-mail.
You may subscribe or unsubseribe to the PUC mailing lists at http://www.state.sd.us/puc/



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

i THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
DICKEY RURAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION
f;'ii,A,“fW”ﬂiﬁTiOM REGARDING iTS USE OF )

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC01-135

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
zorcarning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
ar (hareafier referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
F R 54314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
wvprsal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
e ehgible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
sl {0 such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
Uriversal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
port provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
wance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
rifization requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
neluding support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 8§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
andior 47 CF R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
prt. safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
FGC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
Bies the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2001 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
UBAC on or before October 1, 2001. The certification may be presented to these entities
@ e form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
@ the slate are eligible to recewe federal support during the 12-month period and must
cartify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance. and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 22, 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
1 & fiing from Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request
rification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of
hhing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
i service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal

96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
Smeond Order on Reconsideration, and Furthery
Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
xet No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Releas=d May 23,




univErsal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
s provisions of 47 U S.C. § 254, As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
r supoort i expectad to receive from USAC as well as its estimated cosis for the
W, mamntenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
t the Reguest for Certification.

L August 23, 2001, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

3 the mtervention deadline of August 31, 2001, to interested individuals and entities.
o partes sought intervention.

Al s regularly scheduled meeting of September 7, 2001, the Commission
cormderad this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26.
489-31, and 47 1J.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
rgcawe federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Compary's Request for Certification
Regarding ts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
oty use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
sarvices for which the support is intended. 1t is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Lorufication Regarding ts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 72 /’ﬁé day of September, 2001.

e

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Tra undersigned hereby certifies that this /
a7t has been served today upon all parties of

ewarct 10 s docket, as fisted on the docket service C—% /
! fassinile or by first class mail, in properly //W . /;/ /4&16/

mmv%tijﬁmaiapﬁa with charges prepald thereon JéMES A BURG, Cfﬁalrman /
/ T / '
t ..... o N x/, N / ,,»-v / } P as e \ AAAAA y
éi,,w » -\{é / & /

“PAM NELSON, Commzssvoner
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Capitol Office
Telephone (605)773-3201
_ FAX (605)773-3809

. Transportation/
Warehouse Division

Telephone (605)773-5280

FAX (605)773-3225

Consnmer Hotline
1-800-332-1782

TTY Through
Relay South Dakota
1-800-877-1113

Internet Website
www.state.sd.us/puc/
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Chairman
Pam Nelson
Vice-Chairman

Debra Elofson
Executive Director

Harlan Best
Martin C. Bettmann
Sue Cichos
Karen E. Cremer
Christopher W. Downs
Terry Emerson
Micheie M. Farris
Marlette Fischbach
Heather K. Forney
Kelly D. Frazier
Mary Giddings
Leni Healy
Mary Healy
Lisa Hull
Dave Jacobson
Amy Kayser
Jermifer Kirk
Bob Knadle
Delaine Kolbo
Charlene Lund
Gregory A. Rislov
Keith Senger
Rolayne Ailts Wiest
+

South Datkota
Public Utilities Commission

State Capitol Building, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5070

September 25, 2001

Ms. Magalie R. Salas
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12th St. S W.

Washington, DC 20554

Ms. Irene Flannery

Universal Service Administrative Company
2120 L Street N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20037

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report and
Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further Notice of

Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report and Order in
CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers
Dear Ms. Salas and Ms. Flannery:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission {(Commission) hereby states that the
following rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunications
carriers within its jurisdiction have been certified to receive support pursuant to 47
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307 and /or part 36, subpart F. The carriers listed
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which support their
affirmations that ali federal high-cost support provided to them will be used only for
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the
support is intended. The Commission has granted certification to the following
companies:.

Armour Independent Telephone Company

Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, Inc.
Beresford Municipa! Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authaority

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
City of Brookings Municipal Telephone

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Community Telephone



Dickey Rural Communications, Inc.

Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative

Faith Municipal Telephone Company

Farmers Mutual Telephone Company

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc.

~ Great Plains Communications, Inc. _ _
Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa d/b/a Hickory Tech Corporation
Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc.

James Valiey Cooperative Telephone Co.

Jefferson Telephone Company

Kadoka Telephone Company

Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc.

McCook Cooperative Telephone Company

Midstate Communications, Inc.

Mount Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone Company
Roberts County Telephone Cooperative Association and RC Communications, Inc.
RT Communications, Inc.

Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and SANCOM, inc.

Sioux Valley Telephone Company

Splitrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. and Splitrock Properties, Inc.
Stockhoim-Strandburg Telephone Company '

Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Three River Telco

Tri-County Telecom, Inc.

Union Telephone Company

Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Inc.

Valley Telephone Company

Vivian Telephone Company d/b/a Golden West Communications, Inc.
Western Telephone Company

West River Cooperative Telephone Company

West River Telecommunications Cooperative

West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge)

Also enclosed are the Orders Granting Certification to the above-referenced rural incumbent local
exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunications carriers. Should you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact us for further information.

Sincerely,

' @Mx\ﬂ\&ﬂmﬁw

Pam Neilson
Commissioner






