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PHCEGE ANNE GREYSOHN

i 1o, 2001

1 Daketa Public Utilittes Commission Via OVERNIGHT CARRIER
nitol Building

Capitol Avenue

South Dakota 57501-5070

in the Matter of the Request of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone
Autharity for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support
Pcket No.

Commissioners:

Frepse return a date stamped copy of one of the documents to me in the envelope provided.

Thank you for vour assistance in this matter.

¥, Walker
anal & 11 - Request for Certification; SASE

I Wiathams




BEFORE THE
ST BARKOTA PUBLIC UTTLITIES CORMMISSION

OUEST
OUX DOCKET NO. __

i Oy May 23, 2001, the Federa

horpsm o

rder, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and

ny in OO Docket No. 96-43, and Report and Order in CC Docker Na. 02

M=t 5, (002506, FCC 01-157 (rel. May 23, 2001) {“Fourteenth Report and Order™

fmpart at 47 CF.R. § 54.314). The Fourteenth Report and Order establishes a

At for States 1o provide a certification regarding federal universal service support that is

=1 by rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or other eligible telecommunications

pronviding service in rural service areas. Pursuant to this rule, States that desire rural

within their jurisdiction to receive future federal universal service support must file an

satran with the FCC and the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC™)

ral high-cost support provided to such carriers within that State will be used

vizon, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the




- R.§ 534.314a). This certification requirement applies to various

eral universal service support, including suppont provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R.

5, and 54307, and 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local

. safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under

- ke provisions will only be made available in the future if the Commission files the

sk

fer amtnzal cortification pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.314.

¥

Z The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal service

saet for sl four quarters during calendar year 2002 must be filed with the FCC and USAC on

e Cetober 1, 2001, 47 CF.R. § 54.314(d)(1). The certification may be presented to the

Cand USAC in the form of a letter from the Commission. The letter must “identify which

rs i1 the Btate are cligible to receive federal support during the applicable 12-month period,

wl must certify that those carriers will only use support for the provision, maintenance, and

ding of facilities and services for which the support is intended.” 47 C.F.R. § 54.314(c).

B

3, The CRST Telephone Authority is a rural telephone company that has previously

g

signated by this Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier. /n the Matter of

the Filing by Chevenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority for Designation as an Eligible
L) . g . g

cmnnatications Carrier, Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, Order and Notice of Entry

Urder, Wo. TC97-184 (SDPUC Dec. 17, 1997). The CRST Telephone Authority provides

exghange telephone services, including all of the essential services that are included in the

ederal definition of universal service, to approximately 3,375 access lines within its established

sant

rvice arei in South Dakota.

The Commission has limited regulatory oversight over the CRST Telephone

sty and its provisioning of local exchange services. Under S.D. CODIFIED LAWS § 49-31-

2



3.1, the local exchange service rates charged by telecommunications cooperatives, mu meipal

7

tefephone systems. and independent telephone companies serving less than $0.006 Jocs

exchange subscribers are not subject to the Commission’s ratemaking authority, In cases where

St o

state comymissions heve hmited regulatory authority over rural carriers.

7

that these carriers should themselves initiate the certification process |

epsure comphiance with the requirement in 47 U.S.C. § 254(¢) that nniversal service

®

only be used for the provision, mamntenance, and upgrading of facilities am

the support s intended. Fourteenth Report and Order % 188, Based on this filed nlan
Commission may make the appropriate certification to the FCC.

5. The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting the

Telephone Authority’s plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to o

verify that the CRST Telephone Authority will use all federai universal service support |

in a manner that is consistent with the federal universai service provisions of 47

6. In the process of determining whether federal universal service support is used i

a manner consistent with the federal Communications Act (codified in scattered sections ¢

U.S.C.) the “universal service principles” established in 47 U.S.C. § 254(b) are instructive. That
section states that the FCC shall “base policies for the preservation and advancerment of universs]
service” on certain, specifically identified principles, which include:

(1) Quality services should be available at just, reasonable, and affordable rates.

(2) Access to advanced telecommunications and information scrvices should be

provided in all regions of the Nation.

(3) Consumers in all regions of the Nation, including low-income consumers and
those in rural insular, and high-cost arcas, should have access to
telecommunications and information services, including interexchange services



and advanced telecommunications and information services, that arc reasonably
comparable to those services provided in urban areas and that are available at rates
that are reasonably comparable to rates charged for similar services in urban arvas.

(4) All providers of telecommunications services should make an equitable and
nondiscriminatory contribution to the preservation and advancement of universal
service.

(5) There should be specific, predictable and sufficient Federal and State
mechanisms to preserve and advance universal service.

(6) Elementary and secondary schools and classrooms, health care providers, and
libraries should have access to [certain] advanced telecommunications services

7. The FCC has declined to dictate specifically how the states should ensure that
carriers are using federal universal service support consistent with the federal law, but has
offered examples of how the suppost can be used to appropriately further universal service goals.
The FCC has stated:

[A] State could [use the federal support to] adjust intrastate rates, or otherwise
direct carriers to use the federal support to replace implicit intrastate universal
service support to high-cost rural areas . . .. A state could also require carriers to
use the federal support to upgrade facilities in rural areas to ensure that setrvices
provided in those areas are reasonably comparable to services provided in utban
areas of the state.

Ninth Report & Order and Eighteenth Order on Reconsideration, CC Docket No. 96-43, FOC

99-306 9 96 (Nov. 2, 1999).

8. The FCC provided the above as examples that are not exhaustive of how support

can be used consistent with 47 U.S.C. § 254(e). Other uses are appropriate provided that the

Commission believes they are consistent with the federal universal service principles contained

in 47 U.S.C. § 254,



9. The CRST Telephone Authority, as a designated eligible telecommunications
carrier, has received federal universal service support in the past and expects to receive support
during calendar year 2002. As of this time, specific support amounts that the CRST Telephote
Authority should receive in 2002 have not yet been identified by USAC. The CRST Telephone
Authority, however, offers the following estimates concerning the suppozt it expects to receive!

High-Cost Loop Support
Local Switching Support (DEM Weighting)

Safety Net Additive Support
Safety Valve Support

It should be noted that Long Term Support amounts are not referenced because the FOC has
indicated that it will deal with certification under 47 U.S.C. § 254(e) for these amounts. See
Fourteenth Report and Order n.4406.

10. In 2002, the CRST Telephone Authority intends to make the following network
facility and equipment investments in the exchanges of Eagle Butte and Dupree. The following

is & breakdown of the costs:

Eagle Butte Loop Carrier S 250,006,.00
Eagle Butte Digital Access Cross-Connect ("DAC™) $ 120,000.00
Eagle Butte Outside Plant Cable € 700,000,060
Eagle Butte Switching $ 30, é)t) 100
Dupree Carrier $ 63
Dupree Cable 52

Total

The Eagle Butle exchange costs include improvements and additions to the town for the growth
of the outlying areas and for interoffice fiber for the South Dupree exchange for completion of a
SONET Ring and for Loop carrier. The DAC is for aggregation of spec ral circuits, Switehing
costs will support the additions to the town. The Dupree exchange costs include improvements

1o subscriber loops. Fiber will be placed to feed existing and new loop carrier egquipment.



1. In providing local exchange telecommunications services, the CRST Telephore

H

Authority will also incur other costs. In 2002, the costs of provisioning itesy 10, above, will b
approximately $130,000.00 for outside plant, central office and support assets. Annual operating
expenses for 2002, including Plant specific operation expenses, networking expenses and
corporate operation expenses, will total approximately §1,550,000.00.

12.  The CRST Telephone Authority estimates that the total costs deseribed sbove
relating to its planned network facility and equipment investments and other expenses to be
incurred in providing local exchange telecommunications services will exceed $2

13, Consistent with the universal service principles set forth in the tederal faw and

also the recent FCC orders referenced herein, the CRST Telephone Authority will use federal

universal service amounts received in 2002 (which are estimated in paragraph 9 herein) to of

a portion of these total costs. This use of federal universal service support will enable thi CRST
Telephone Authority to: (1) maintain rates for its local exchange services that arg alfordable and
reasonably comparable to rates being charged for the same services in urbun areas: and (2% ter
upgrade its telecommunications facilities and equipment as necessary o meet evolving servies
requirements and maintain high quality service. The use of federal uriversal service support for
these purposes is clearly consistent with the federal universal service provisions.

14, Based on all of the foregoing information and also the Affidavit of JId Williams,
General Manager, attached as Exhibit A, the CRST Telephone Authotity requests thit thivg

C'ommission issue an appropriate certification to the FCC and USAC indicating that the CR.

Telephone Authority is in compliance with 47 U.5.C. § 254(e) and should receive all tederad
universal service support determined for distribution to the CRST Telephone Authority irs 2002,

in order 1o ensure that this certification is issued to the FCC prior to October 1, 2001, CRST



Telephone Authority asks the Commission to expedite the process that is mntia

filing.

Dated thisi@ day of August, 2001.

Respectfully subnutied,

Alice E. Walker
Greene, Meyer & MeBlrow, B.C.
1007 Pearl St., Sulte 220
Boulder, Colorado §0302
(303) 442-2021

M,

i

e ‘ “L 2 # s "
Antornevs for Chevenne Rive
Telephone Authority



EXHIBIT A

AFFIDAVIT

As an authorized corporate officer of CRST Telephone Authority, I 1> Wiliams hovely

affirm Familiarity with and an understanding of the requirements of the Federal Compmunpiealions
Act of 1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with respect to the receipt ot

any federal universal service funds received as high-cost loop support, focal switching

safety net additive support, and/or safety valve support and hereby affirm that any guch 3

amounts received by CRST Telephone Authority will be used ounly for the prev

maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended cons:

with 47 U.S.C. § 254(c).

ijf.w- ----- / d(] 7

L !’J

lﬁ‘yc(mlmms, General \ahxmmu -

- . - . AN < e
Subscribed and Swormn to before me this \ O~ day of August, 2001,

NOTARY PUBLIC

OB S e B

Commission expires \ V- OY - O\(_




Scuth Dakota Public Utilities Commission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of August 16, 2001 through August 22, 2001

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or malled o you, gl
Delaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax:

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

CED1-002 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Dale Riedlinger, $ioux Falls, South Dakols, ags
Xcel Energy Regarding Poor Maintenance Sarvice.

Complainant states that on or about May 21, 2001, Xcel Energy had a tree thmmung &0

of town and trim trees. Complainant states that when the company trimmed thare trag in
fiome, the tree was destroyed by cutting the tree half off. Cormplainant states that th
his neighborhood that do not have buried cable. Complainant inquired about the bne being &
that he would have to pay $7,500.00. Complainant states that Xce! Energy tiges not b
the utility pole on his property. Complainant requests that Xcel Energy bury their ines at oo &
cost to the customer. Complainant does not feel he should replace his tras hgcauss i
will occur again when the tree trimming service happens agam.

Staff Analyst: Mary Healy
Staff Attorney: Kelly Frazier
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
Intervention Deadline: N/A

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

#

TCO1-111 In the Matter of the Request of Baltic Telecom Cooparative and East Plains Telacors, ine

for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Sarvice Suppart.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Baltic Tetecom Coupsrat
Plains Telecom, Inc.'s plan for the use of its federai universal service suppiit And
Telecom Cooperative and its subsidiary East Plains Telecom, Iric will use alf faderal
received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisems ¢

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/16/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCH1-112 In the Matter of the Request of Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telophons Authorily for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Cheyenne River &
ptan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verdy hat |
Telephone Authority will use all federal universal service support recaived it a mans
federal universal service provisions of 47 U.8.C. Section 254

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/17/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01



Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-118 In the Matter of the Request of Kadoka Telephone Cormpany for Certification Hegarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constifuting Radoka Telaphs
its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Kadoks Telsph
universal service support received in a manner that is congistent with the fe
47 U.8.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney. Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

wg.,

TCO1-119 In the Matter of the Request of Valley Telephone Compnny for Cerfification Reganing
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Va
universal service support received in & manner that is consigtent with the fac
47 U.5.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst. Harlan Best
Staff Attarney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
[ntervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TC01-120

Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its iiw- of meﬁ Uniegrgal Mwmas |

Support.

Mt. Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Tnie;)%m: ﬂs:;,,...;zﬁai Wi e alf !
support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service prp
254,

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney. Karen Cremer
Date Dacketed: 08/20/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-121 atter of the Reques slephone Conperative, Ine. snt SANCOM, Ing, Tos




Cooperative will use all federal universal service support received in a manner thal 3 coriss
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst. Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCD1-126 in the Matter of the Request of West River Telecommunications Codparative {Mobrid
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Sgrvice Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting West River Teleoarn
{Mobridge) plan for the use of its federal universal service suppaort and 1o other
Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) will use all federal universal gavi
that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.5.C Sactian 3

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TC01-127 In the Matter of the Request of Midstate Communications, Inc. for Certihcation Kegarding
its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Midstale Communicaticns
its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Midstate Cormmunitsiti
universal service support received in a manner that is consigtent with the federal uni
47 U.5.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-128 in the Matter of the Request of Tri-County Telscom, Inc. for Cortilication Regaeding Bs Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Tri-County Talsuors, s 's p
federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Tri-County Telasosm, in w ks
service support received in a manner that is consistent with the fedaral uriversg! s '
Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/20/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-129 In the Matter of the Request of McCook Cooperative Telephons Company faf Gl
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support,

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting McCook ’”‘(‘«:‘3,3?3:“3 ;
for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwiss verify that M




The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Sioux Valley Telephane Comgs
of its federai universal service support and to otherwise verify that Sioux Valley Telephone
federal universal service support received in a rmanner that is consistent with the fedarat w
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/21/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCR1-134 In the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative for Carlificativn
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rural Telephone C”
use of its federal universal service support and to othenwvise verify that Dickey Rural Tele
use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistant with t‘ze ted
provisions of 47 U.5.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst. Harlan Best
Staff Attorney, Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/22/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-135 in the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Communications, Ing, for Cartification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rurat Cormmunicatinm
use of its federal universal service support and tc otherwise verify that Dickay Rural Cor

all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent wath the fa
provisions of 47 U.5.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/22/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-136 In the Matter of the Request of Farmers Mutual Telephone Company for Certificalion
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Farmers Mutual T:z‘ep“m,“i* e
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Farmers M

use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is congistent with
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst. Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/22/01
intervention Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-137 in the Matter of the Request of RT Communications, Inc. for Certification Regarding He Uss
of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting RT Communicalions, incs oias far the use of 2




Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attormey: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/22/01
intarvention Deadline: 08/31/01

You may receive this listing and other PUC publications via our website or via internet e-mgil.
You may subscribe or unsubscribe to the PUC mailing lists at http:lheww state.sd.usipues



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SCUTH DAKQOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION
AUTHORITY FOR CERTIFICATION )

REGARDING TS USE OF FEDERAL ) TCO1-112
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission {(FCC) ref&as&ﬁ ar
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers. Thm
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order”), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federai
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange cartiers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing sarvice in rural service aress.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification wath the FCC ang
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision.
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is interdecd
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal servics
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R §§ 54 301, 54 305, andlor
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support. lacal awilching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support) Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made avaiiable in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2001 is currently due to be filed with the FCC ard
USAC on or before October 1, 2001, The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-manth period and mus
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision. maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 17, 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority {Comparty)
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Servies
Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan

‘CC Docket No. 956-45, CC Docket No.
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Rec
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Do
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC
2001.




for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company
will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with
the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company
listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimatad
costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavil
was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 23, 2001, the Commission electronically ransmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 31, 2001, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 7, 2001, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible 1o
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intendead,
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. |t is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this %7 % day of September, 2001,

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby cerifies that this N 7
document has been served today upon ali parties of ' J P
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service : - K/’/
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly { e ;&/Zﬁ’ié’fﬁ f y ‘/ A {ff e
atrressed en‘velopes with charges prepan;ﬂ thereon J WES A BUF‘J\\G C?’lemﬁﬂ o
By 1 Z/ZMJ»?/\ 2 < o
Date. /// (D 7 & / PAM NELSON Commassmnér
(OFFICIAL SEAL)

[\V]



Capdtol Office
Tedephone (6057773-3261
PAX (605)773-3809

Tranportation/
Warrhonse Division

Telephone (605)773.5280

FAX (6057733225

Comrmmer Hotline
1-300.332-1782

TTY Through
Felay South Dakotn
3-800-877-1113

Internet Website
searwstale.sd.as/poc/
&

Jign Burg
Chairnan
Pam Nelsom
Vigg-Chairman

Debrs Elofson
Exeoutive Director

Harlan Best
Mantin C. Beimann
Sug Cichos
Karen E. Cremer

Cheistopher W, Downg

Terry Emerson
Mishiele M. Farris
Marlorie Fischbash
Humber X, Fomey

Kally It Frazier

Mury Giddings

Lansi Hesly
My Healy
a5z Hull

Dawe Jacobion

Ammy Raveer
Hemifer Kirk
Bols Knsdle

Betuing Kolbo

Chavione Land
fregoee A, Rislov

Kesth Senpger
Halsyne Ay Wiegt
&

State Capitol Building, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, South Dakotz $7501-3070

1881

September 25, 2001

Ms. Magalie R. Salas

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12th S§t. S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Ms. Irene Flannery

Universal Service Administrative Company
2120 L Street N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20037

RE:  CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Rannrt and
Order. Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further Notice o
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45 and Repart and Orear ¢
CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001

Annual State Certification of Support for Rura!l Carriers
Dear Ms. Salas and Ms. Flannery:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) hereby states tha
following rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunicat
carriers within its jurisdiction have been certified to receive support pursuant
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307 and /or part 38, subpart F. The carriers i
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which support t
affirmations that all federal high-cost support provided to them will be used onl
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which
support is intended. The Commission has granted certification to the falloy
companies:

Armour Independent Telephone Company
Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains T
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephona Authority

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc,
City of Brookings Municipal Telephone

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Commurnity Telephone

aiecom, Inc.





