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nEutlVED 

BEFORE THE 
SOLTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIO~ 

I THE MATTER OF THE REQUFST OF 
VALLEY TELEC.0~1MU:0.1CATIONS 
COOPERA TTVE ASS1'~ INC. FOR CERTtflCA TIOl\ 
REGARDING n s lJ~EOF FEDERAL U:-.1VERSAL 
SERVlCE !,~PPORT 

REQ fST ffiR CERT1f1CA TIO~ 

DOCKET NO. _ 

V;illc) Tclecommun1ca111>n, Coopcr:uhc A,\n .• Inc by :ind 1hrough tb anomcy hereby 

ubmn, :l Rcquc.-t for Ccnaficmaon to 1hc South DJloc:i Publtc U11lttiC1> Comml\,ion 

(~omma".-ion-) -ccl;Jng cen11i,-.111on lrum the ConlmMion pul"ou:inl I() 47 C.F R. g 5J 314. In 

,uppon of th,, Requc,,. V:1111!) Tclecommumc;a11on, CoopcrJt1\'C A.._,n. Inc . ofTc" the 

1. On M n)' 23. '.!0()1 , 1hc Feder.ii Commumcat1on, Commi"1on (FC'CI rclc.a.-cd .10 Order 

(hcrcaflcr referenced :i., the MFounccnth l<t-pon ..nc.t Onie('), 1n nan. cod11ic, u1 <17 C.F R. ~ 

54314. u requirement for S1:11~ 10 prCl\ldc :i ~mfic:ition rct;uding. fcdcrJI uni,cr.:sl -crv1,-c 

support lll,11 i, r«cl\'Cd by rurnl 1ncumbcn1 focnl c~changc Clll1icrs and/or other chg1bk 

tclccommunic:i11on, c::srricr. pro"1d1ng 'ICl'\1cc m rural !>CMCC :ire3,,. Pur,U3111 to MJCh rule. ,uuc, 

thAJ dc<i1rc rural c:inicr.. "',thin their Jurhd1c11on 10 rttCl\'l! future fcdcrnl uni\c=l ...:I' 1cc 

wppon mu\t file an annual cen1fia11ion "'tth the FCC :ind the Unh'CNII Scn·i4,-c ·\ dmini,u:1t1\'c 

Company ("US,\C-) i.t111inj! that fodcrol high ca,t ,uppon pro\ldcd 10 ,uch carrier, "'1th1n th:11 

State "' 111 be u.\Cd onl) for the pro\15ion, m:unten=. and UP!!r:iding of f.ll:'.1111,e, lll1d ...:" 1cc, 

'CC Dotw i.o 9MS. CC lk,,;w 'le, 00.156, &uocx:Olb Rnm iW'1 Quist I"!iCI) So·onJ Ordg ro 
Rsrnt9fkra!rn amt Funba NNttt nc PmnusJ RufsQRLms m CC: Dod,st :So '!CH~, ao4 8mm .1nd 0mg ,n CC: 
Qpc!,rtSc• OO,W,. FCCOl-157 Rcka...i M•> ?3. :?flOI 



fcdc1ul univcr.,31 ..crm·c ~upport. including ,uppon pro,idcd pur..u:int 10 47 C F.R ~§ 5-l.301. 

SU05. and/or 5-l.307. and/or 47 C.F.R. P;in 36. Subp;in f! (h1gh-co-1 loop ,uPf10n. loc:il 

w,itching ,upport. s:ifcty net addlll\c ~uppon. t1.11d ..arc1y ,a1,·c ,upporo. Suppon pro\ldcd 

under 1~ FCC rule pro, 1\lon, will onl) sn the future be made: o,;ulnblc 1( the S1Jtc 

Comn11~~ion file., the requ1~11e a:mficJt1on pur.;.uJ111 10 § 54J 14. 

:?.. The ccmfiaiuon requ1ml for rural c:imcrs 10 receive federal unl\er-al sci'\ 1cc ,uppon 

for ;all four qumer. dunng c.ilcndar yc:ir 2002 " culTCfltl) due 10 be filed with the FCC and 

USAC on or before Oc10bcr I. 2001 The ccmlication ma) be pre-.cmcd to the...: en1111~ sn the 

form of :i lclltr from the S1Jtc Comm1"-''!0n The lcncr mu,1 1Jcn11f) which c.imcr, in the S1:uc 

;n ,chg1blc 10 ~l\c federal ,upport dunng the I :?· month pcnod :111d mu,1 certi fy 1hn1 the 

C;uTKrs h.tcd \l.sll onl) ~ lhc ,uppon for the proviMon. muintenanec. and upgrading or 

f:scilitso nnd \C!Vicc, for which the ,uppon 1, intended 

3. Valley Tclccommunice11io1h Coopcr:lll\'C A,,n .. Inc "'u rur .. 1 1dcphonc company 111':11 

h:i., prcvioo.,ly bttn dc.-sgnatcd by t.hl\ Cc,mm1"ion a\ an eligible 1clccommunic:111on, camcr. 

Thc Company provide,. local e~chnni:c telephone <,C.rv1ccs. including all of the ~<,cnuul -.crv1~ 

1hal nre sncludcd m the t.-dcrol Jclimuon or um,cNI ..crvice. 10 appro,1mn1cl) JTIO JC«<,, Imo 

wuhm 11.S C!>t:ibh,hcd rur.il ..crv1cc :ll"Q m South Dakota . 

.i Th,.-. Comml\\100 ha, hm11cd rcgul.tlOf) o,cr.1gh1 o,cr Valley Telccomumc:iuon., 

Coopcr.ithc ~n. Inc. :ind 1h pro,1'1omng of IOQI c,changc :.crv,~ Under SDCL § 49-31· 

5.1. the loail CJ(Ch.111rc sen 1cc r.uc- ch.1~ b) tc:lccommunic:1110m. coopcrauvc:,. munie1p:il 

1clcphonc ~ystcms. and 111dqxndc111 1clepbonc comp;in1c:- -en ing less th.in lift) 1bou...and local 

~du.ngc ..ulbcnbc~ arc not ,ubJCC'I 10 the Comm1x->ion·, ratcmm.mg authomy In ca....:,, where 

Stmc Comm1-s100, ha,e limited rc:;ul:uory aulhonl) o,cr rural eamc:n.. the FCC ha., indic;i1cd 



1h:i1 ~ c=I' ,tiould 1hcnL-cl,c, 1nauu1c tho: ccnifienuon pmcc'llo by prc'l(nllng a plan 10 

cn\U~ comph311CC v.11h 1he n,qu1n:mcn1 m -17 U.S.C § 2S-11d 1ha1 um\'cNll \Cf\•1cc ,uppon will 

1he ~J'P)rl L' m1cndcd.. B:i......-J oo 1h1, rited plan. 11 " ,m1tcipJtcd 1h:u 1he State Comm1,.-ion m:i) 

m:il.c the .lf1>copn:11c ccrufie;iuon 10 lhc FCC.: 

5. The ru1JKf'C of thi, fihng ,, 10 pro\ 1d.c mform:u,on con-ii1u11ng Valley 

Tcleconunun1c:111on., Coopcrol1 \C A,,n .. Inc. plan for the u..c or 1~ fc:dcrol una\C1'.ll sen ice 

~JlPl,l'l anJ to ~,sc \tnf) th:it Valley Tclccommunic:.illon~ Coopcr:ill\C ,,~,n .. Inc. 11,ill u-c 

all fedcrul Unl\Cr.1:11 ~n 1cc ,uppon n:a:1\cd m .a m:mncr that i• con,i,tcnt w11h the tcdeml 

un,\~I .en ice pro"'"'oru. or -1 7 U.S C. § 25-1. 

idcnt1ftcd pnnaple.· 

(I) Qu:iluy ..cf\ ,cc::. should be :l\':lll:iblc at ,u,1. ~.bOll:il>k ..n.l rrord.d>lc t:llei. 

(:?) Acee~, to :id"'anccd 1clcc:ommuni.:111'1n, :md ml(lffll;IIIOll ..ct"\"ttts ,hould be 
pro\ 1dcd m :Ill ~KK'I' of the ~won 

(3) Con,umc~ m all n:g,on., ot the ';a11on. mcludlnl,! lo-. ·tnCOmc COlhUITICf\ :ind 
iho,,e m rurul ill!>ular. ..nd h1gh-()()!.t ='- ,hould have oo:c..._, 10 
1clccomrnunicauoru. and ,nrormauon scrv,tcs,. ,ncludmg mien: ,hangc ,;cn,a:,. 
:ind ndvunccd tclccommumc:auon, and anfoml:IUOO sCr\ 1cci.. th:u :uc rc:i.-on:ibl) 
comp:lr.lhlc to tho\c ..c-n ice,. pro\ 1dcd in urban arc.a., :ind 1hJ1 arc a, :ulablc .11 
rutc., lh:11 .in: rc=:ibly comp;irublc to ra.tc:s. cb.ll'ga:I for ,1m1lar ~n,cc,. in uman 

= ···· 



(61 Elcmcnt:uy !llld -«ond;uy ~hooh nnd cla.,\room,, he.11th r;irc pro'ldcr.. and 
lit>r:m~ ,hould ~,c JoXC\\ 10 [c:crt:unf :ld,anccd 1clccommumc;i11on, -.crvicc,., 

7. The FCC h..L' dcchncd 10 d1clJlc ,pecifk:illy ho"' ch.: ,rare:- ,huuld cn,urc 1ha1 c::imc,..., 

an: u,mg federal unl\crs;il ..crv1cc ,upport con\l,1cn1 11,uh 1hc federal law. bu1 h:i_, offered 

c~:unplo of ho11, the ,upport can be: ~ to 3pproprfatcl) further un1\'cN1I sen 1cc go.its. Till' 

IAJ ,1.i1c could [u-c the federal ,upport rof OOJu,1 in1r.1_,m1c: 11c,. or orhcrw1-.c 
direct c:imcr. 10 u.-.c rhe federal ~uppon 10 rc:pl3CC 1mphci1 mlr.blalc unl\·cNil 
...:rvicc ,uppon 10 hitth co,, ruro1l an:a-, .... 
A wuc couJJ also require c::imer. to u.-.c 1hc federal ~upport 10 uPl!radc faciliu~ 
m rural =, to cn,un: 1h.11 -.cn1L"C:> pro\'tdcd m lh<N: arc:i., .in: rc.1\00:ibly 
comparable 10 'oCI' 1,c, pro\'idcd in urhan area., of rhe stJJlc:.' 

8 Till' FCC pr<l\'idcd rhe :ibo,c: c,amplc, a.., 11lu,1ra11"c: and no1 c~~''"c c,:imple, of 

ho11,• wpport c.in be: u...:d con.\l,1cn1 wi1h Section 254(cl. 01hcr u.;e, arc uppropnau: provided 

1hc S1t11c Comm,. ,ion hchc,·c, rhcy urc con\1~1cn1 wi1h 1hc fedcml unl\cr..ul ..cMcc pnnc1pl.:.. 

con1amcd m Section 254. 

9 V:illcy Tclccorr ,unicauon., Coopc:ratl\'C A-.,.n • Inc. a, :i dc,1gnatcd clig1blc 

1elccommunic:i11on, c:irrier h~ rccc:1vcd federal umvcr..:il \Crvicc ,uppon m the p.1,1 :md CXJ>l.'Ch 

to rCCICl\c 5uppon during c:ilcndllr )«:at 2002. A, of 1h1, rime. ,pcc1fic support :imoonis rhc 

Comp;u1y ~hould n:ccl\c m 2002 have ROI ycr been Identified b) USAC Till' Comp;in). 

ho"''C,cr. offer. the following~ -n31C\ concerning the wpport ir citpcct.~ 10 receive': 

' N'IOlh Rq,on ond Onlcr ,ind Eith•••n1h Onk1 <Jn Rt<",Jmkkruuon ,n C'C 0.!<'lct No 116-!S lln 111<' M.iitcr uf lhc 
FtdcnJ.~ J<>tnc llo>rJ ,., u...,<I'->! Scr>kCI. FCC 99-306., 96. Nov(lM('I i l'l'l'I 
1 II ,b,,ulJ be DOied ilia 1.4,nll T cnn Sui,,<,n .modllb :ire 11tic rcfem1c"1 bcau,c Ille H. l i..., 11111"-lkd 11\31 11 .. ,u 
daJ ,.,,nccmra11on under .!7USC Sa:l,o l5~C•> for~ 11nlCl<ln1>. Sec 14th Rcl)(tn ..nd Onkr fu<lCn<M number 
J.16 
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High.coo Loop Suppon 

l.oc.ll Swnching Support <DEM Weighting) 

S:ifc1y Nc1 Add1U\-c SuPJl(lft 

S:ik t) Val\'e Suppon 

S919,980,00 

s1n,1Rs.oo 

S--O­

S-0-

10. For c:ilendnr yc:ir 2002. V:ilky Tc:lccommumca1ion, Coopcr.111\C A"n .• Inc. in•cnds 

10 m:il.e the follov.ing nc1v.orl.. faciht) nnd equipment 1mc:<,tmcnts. 

Valley h:b :u, on going Loop replacement :ind upgrade project in place which bc:.,.m 

five )'C31'\ :igo In 2002 :anodicr cxch:ingc wi11 be upgr:idcd with F1bc:r to 1hc loop anti 

placement of AFC cab1nck, in the field a., v.--cll ns 'IOmc in1erofficc f:ic1 li1y 1mprovcmcnts. 

We e11pec1 10 be 1n\'csung hc:ivily in Sub-,c:ri!W'r C:irricr :ind Terminal Equipment :is well 

ns Fiber and copper c:iblc 

11. In prov1d1ng local exchange 1clccommunic:it1ons ~f\'icc:,. V.illcy 

Telccommunic::i11ons Coopcrwlvc A\\n .. Inc. will al~o incur other ro,b in 2002 ,uch 11a, General 

Support c:xpcn~. Ccn1r.1I Office cxpcme,. Out\ide Plant cxpcn..c, Nc1wori. Operation:,. 

cxpcnsc:s. General Adminl\lmlh·c cxpcn\C.,. Tax~ nnd ln1crcs1 expense 

12. Valley Telccommunic:iuons Coopcr.uivc M\n.. Inc. c:..,1im:11c~ lh:111hc 101ol COlolS 

dQcnbcd abo,·e rcl1111ng 10 it~ planned nctv.ork facili1y :ind cqu1pmcn1 in,~mcnlS :ind ocher 

cxpc,n,;cs 10 be: incurred in providing loc:il e11change tclccommunic:itiOM service., will c,cccd 

53,600,000 QO 

13. Coo'1,,icnt wnh lhc uni,·crsal \Cl\'1cc principle.~ !\Cl fonh m the federal law and ~l..o 

lhc rcccr. FCC onlcn referenced herein. Valley Tclccommunicauon, Coopcr:111ve A,,n .. Inc. 

will U\C fedcr.il um,-cNII ~n'icc amounts received in 2002 (c,rimntcd in p:ir.sgraph 9 herein) to 

offset n ponton of 1~ 1oral =· Th,, ~ of fcdcr.11 unl\crsal service ~uppon will c:n:iblc 

5 



Vtllley Tclccommumc.100n Coopcrathc A~ .• Inc. 10: ( I) nuinuun r:llt:). ror ,1~ loc:il c~cbani:c 

<;CTY1c:e, 1tus1 an: ufford:ihlc :ind n::1.'l-0110.bly comp:i.rnblc to r:uc, being ch:irgcd for 1he -.imc 

,;crv1cc:-. in urb:in :ll'l':tS: :ind (21 to upgrade 11, 1c:kcommumca1ions foc:ihties and cqu1pmen1 a, 

~ry 10 meet evolving oc~icc rcqu,n:rncnts nnd mainuun high quality service. The use of 

rcdcrul uni"cr..al service suppon for thc.-.c pu~ i< clc:irl) consi<tc:nt with 1he rcdc:ral 

univ=! !oCtVicc pro,·,~on,. 

14. BlbCd on all or 1he f~going infonnntion 311d :ill.O the Affid4v11 of pjanna J, 

Oum.c;hntcl,. anxhc:d :i., E~h,011 A. Valle) Tclccommumc:it,on, Coopcrauvc A,,n .. Inc rcqu..."'-., 

thllt 1hi~ Comm,,,1on is,uc :in appropnatc c:cn1ftc:111on to the: FCC md USAC 1ndie.1.ung thal 

V:dlcy Tclccommunic':uion Coopcratl\·c A, ,n .. Inc. i~ in comph:incc wnh 47 U.S.C. § ...S~c:I 

nnd should n:ce1vc ,ill fodcr:il unl\cr»I sCf' 1cc \Upport dc1cnnincd for di,tribution 10 the 

Comp:iny in 2002. In order 10 cn,un: 1h:111h" c:cn~fi=on ,, "sued 10 the FCC pnor to Oc111bcr 

I. 2001. V-;, Icy Tclccommunicauons Coopcrauvc /\o.,n .. Inc " ®Id fonhc:r o.,l.. tlk Comm1"1on 

to cicpcdnc the~, !hat "1ni11:11cd bal.cd on lhi, filing. 

Daicd 1h1< 1.§.="uii> or 1\ugu.,t. 200 I. 

RC\p.xtfully ~ullmitti:d. 

Darla Pollman Rogers 
Mt)Cr & Roger.. Attome)' at La" 
P. o. Box 1117 
Pi erre, South Dakota 57501 
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EXHIBIT A 

AFTIOAVIT 

M :m :iu1horiicd C'C'rpor.ilc: oflittr of V31lcy Tckcommunicnuon, Coopcr.111vc ;\ , ,n .• 

Inc •• I. Dl:mn;i J. Qu:i..-<"hnid. hcrcb) ;ifl1rm fam1h:ml) '"nh :ind :in undcN:md1ng of 1hc 

rcquucmcnl, of lhc Feder.ii Commun1c.111orn- Ac1 of Ill~ :i.., amendcJ by 1hc 

Telccommun1c1111on~ .\ cl of 1996 '"''h rc,,pc.:1 10 1hc rccc1p1 of any fcdcr.il uni,cNI 'Crv1cc 

:md/Ot' 1>:1fcty vuhc suppon :ind hereby affirm 1ha1 :in)• ,uch ~11P{IOn amoun1, rcce1vcJ by Valley 

Tclccommunic:luOfl.\ Coopcr:111,c ;\ ,n •. Inc. '"'111 be u-.cd onl) for 1hc pro\l,1on. m.un1cn:incc. 

U.S.C §~cl. 

Su™-Cnbcd :ind Sworn 10 before me th,, .J.2_ chly of AuguM. 2001. 

NOT ARY PUBLIC f~ lloj-Vv 
s -1 s -200;., 
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South Dakota Public Utilitin Commission 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Porlod of August 9, 2001 through August 15, 2001 

If you nMd • complei. copy of• flllng faxed, overnight expreuld, o r malled to you, pleasc, contac:t 
0.laln, Kolbo within five bu.lnen day9 of this filing. Phone: 605-773-3705 Fu: 605-773-3309 

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS 

CT01~38 In the Matter of the Complaint flllKI by Ca lvin L Pll1nl1, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, againat 
DlrKt One Com.Long Dis!Jlnce Regarding Unauthorized Bllllng for S.rvlcn. 

The Complainant Slates that Direct One Com long Distance chalged hlS credit card for unauthonzl!d seNice 
ComplaN!lt 61alH 11\at when he conlllCted Direct One Com. long 0,stance, he was told that he ordered 
somelNng from a cxxnpal!)' caled Comers:one and in the Older he agreed IO OIied One COIi' 1 ong DISl3nCI! 
Complainant dl!nies 11131 he au!honzl!d se,v,c,e and states thal he does not know what Comer$ione tS 

Complainant req118$1S that tne Pubhc Util11le$ Commrssion put this company out of business in South Dakota, 
assess any per..iliH undef Soulil Dakota Law al\d relTlOlle tne cha!ges 

Staff Analyst Mary Healy 
Staff /1,JJtJtney Kely Frat.er 
Dale Oocketed 08/13/01 
lntervenben ~ NJA 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

TCOMOO In the Ma~ of the Requnt of Fa ith Municipal Telephone Company for Ctnlfteatlon 
Regarding Its UM of Fldel'III Un'lv1r1al S.rvica Support. 

The purpose d this 111,ng IS b) pn)Yldo 1nt0tma11on C011$tiMlng F allll Muno pal T ele?hOM Company's plan for lj',e 

use of fir. federal unrvetAI serv,ce support and to olherw,se venfy that Faith Munlc,pal Telephone Company ,.,,a 
use al federal UMrerSal seivce suppon recl!flll!d ,n a manner that is conslsteot w1lh the federal univel'Slll servce 
prtMSOIS ol 47 USC ~ 254 

Sia/I Analy:;t Harlan Best 
Staff A!ll:WT> f'f" Karen Ctemer 
Date Oocketeo 08/1001 
lntervenllOn Deadline 08/24/01 

TC01·101 In the Mallar of the Requnt of Kenneb.c Telephone Co~ Inc. for Ctrtlflc:atlon Regarding Ila 
Use of Ftcs.r1I Unlver11I Smlk:• Support. 

The ;,urpose ol tta filrlg ,s ID prOV1de cnlormauon consbtuting Kennebec Tetephont Co Inc's plan for the usa of 
&ts fedetal UIW8IUI M!MC8 suppon Ind to - venfy Illa! Kennebec Telephone Co ~ WII use aJ lederal 
,universal teMCe suppon 4Cel'<led In I manner that IS consistent With the federal U1Wersa! serv.ce prov,s,ons ol 
~7 USC Sealon 25' 

Staff Analyst. Hllllan Best 
Staff~ Karen Cremer 
Oa!e Doc:kr.l!CS 08/10/01 
lntet'VenOOn Oeadlrne_ 08/24/01 

TCOi-102 In the Mauer of the Request of lni.ratate Teltcommunlcatlon1 Coopera•lve, Inc. for 
Ctnlfic:alion ~ardlng lta UM of Flder1I Unlverul Serva Support. 



The purpose of this fi!Jng is to p,ovtde 111format1011 c:onsbtubllg Interstate TeleeommunteaUOfls Cooperawe. tnc.'s 
plan for the use of ltS ~ unr,ersat se,v,ce suppo,t and IO 01helWlSe venfy lhal lntersllte Telec:omrnuncaUo 
Cool)enllrlle. Inc. w\11 use au federal universal HMCe suppon receNed in a "*'ne, tnat IS c:on51Stent W1!h the 
flld«al uNYef'lal setYICe pr(MSXlnS ol 4 7 U S C Sedxl<l 2SC 

Stall Analyst Harlan Best 
Stall Alromey: Karen Crl!f!IM 
Date Oodcelecl 08/13/01 
lntervenaon Deadline 08/24/01 

TC01·103 In tha Matter of tha Flllng by the l.oul EJccM119e Carriers Auoclatlon for Approval of 
Rllvlalons to ha Aecn, Service Tariff. 

This filing consolidates sever.ii subsidiary compaNeS 111!0 Cl1'e parent company, adds !he Scsselx>n exchange to 
Sully Bunes Telei>hone CooperatJve.. Ille. and removes the Parmalee exchange and the St Francis excnange 
from VNian Telepnone Company 1st of exchanges lECA requeslS an eJfedNe date ol August 10. 2001 for these 
modificatJOnS 

Stall Anatyst Har1an Best 
Stall~ KDren Creme, 
Date Ooclceted 08/13/01 
lntenll!IIIM)h Dudline 08/31/01 

TCo1-1M In tha Malbr ol lhe FIiing by the SollUl Dalloll Nttwortc, LLC for Approval or Revisions to 
Its ACCNS Service Tariff. 

This filing consollda1aS several subsldlaly c:ompanleS Into the parent company adas Ille Sisse:an exchange to 
Sully Bulles Telephone Coopera1Mt, Inc . and adds Crty ol Far.n Muncpal Telephone Company 111<1 West River 
Te!ec:ornrTvllc:a ~ to !he lest of Parbapabng Telephone Companies SON reques1S an effecwe 
date of August 10. 2001 for ~ modific;a!IOI\S 

Slaff Analyst Hallan 8est 
Slaff AJfDmey Katen Cremer 
Date Oocbted 08/13/01 
lntervenl)On Deadline 08/31/01 

TC01-105 In Ula Matmr of tha Req-t of W.tem, Telephone Company for Certlflc:allon Reglldl"9 Its 
U.. of Fedenl Unlwrsal s.tvlee Suppon. 

The purpose ol lhcs tiling IS to provide ,nformabon cons=n,ng Wes:em Telephone Company's plan lor the use ol 
Its lederel unMHUI S6MCe SUl)pOlt and CD oinenwt5e venfi 111a: We1letn T elephOc 1e Campany ri use 81 fedenll 
UNYefSIII seMCe SUPPOft rec:elYed III a manner 11131 IS COIISISlenl Wl!II I/le federal unM!rsal service ptOV1slon$ al 
47 U s.c. Se 'IOn 2S. 

Slaff Analyst Harlan Besl 
Slaff Atromey. Katen Cremer 
Date Oodce!ed 08/14/01 
lnter.enbOn Oeadfine 08/24/01 

TC01-1CMI In Ult fllattM ol tha Request of West Rivtf Coopentlve Telephone Company fo, 
c.rtiflcallon Reprdlng Its U.. of Federal Unlvtrsal Service Support. 

The purpose of this fir!I is to provide lnlormabOn constrtuting West RN er Cooperanve T elephooe Company':s plan 
for the use ol its ""*81 urwersal servce SUPPOft and to Olhel w,se venfy that West Riv.er Coopera1lve Telephone 
Company Woll use all fecletal universal se,va, suppon teceM!d ,n a manner that IS consistent with the lederaJ 
urwersal seMCe pnMSIC)IIS of 47 U s.c ~ 25' 

Stall Analyst Hanan Best 
Slaff Anorney: Karen Cn!mlf 



Dale Docu*1 08/14/01 
1~t10n Deacrn. 08/24/01 

TC01-107 In the Matter of the Applbtlon of Vltcom Corponitlon for• Ce l1lflcata of Autnorlty to 
Provide local Exchange Services In South Dakota. 

~IXW'I by Vttc:om c«porauon fa, • ceflJfll:a:e ot authonty to p,ovide resold ano lacilllleS based loCal 
exchange setW:e on Soulh Dakota_ App,c:a/lt does not p,ooose IO otfe1 seMCeS in rural areas but to the extonl 
any ineumbent locDt exdlange came< °' c:ompelJ!JVe local eJCctlange c:amer in Sou1h Dakota is gfal1ted a smal or 
nnl c:amer ~bOn pursuant to s«:bol1251(1) of the Federal Teleeommunlcations Act of 1996 In me Mure, 
then Vllcom 'Ml seek aU1llonty to ope rate in such service Bll!l(S) as well 

Slaff Malyst DIY1! Ja=on 
Staff Allomey Kelly Fnmer 
Date Ooclteiec 08/1 'ID 1 
lntetven!lon Deadline 08/31/01 

TC01•1,08 In the Mau. of the Req&MSt of Beresford Munlclpal Telephone Company f01 C.rtlflcation 
Ragardlng b U.. of Flcleral UnlYeruJ Servo Suppon. 

The purpose of Chis ~ • to l)l'OYICle W'lformatlOn conslitullllg Beresford MulllQpal T e!ephone Company's plan 10< 
Ille use of a ledel'II ~ seMCe support and to OO'oeNtlse venfy Illa! Beresford Muniapal T ele;,hone 
Comoany 1MII use al federal unlYersal selVlce SUPl)OII received In a INMet that Is CC>nS!$ten: wrth the fedenll 
IMwetUI se,va ptlMSQlS of , 1 U.S C Sec1Jo,t 25' 

Slaff Analyst Hanan Best 
Slaff Allomey. Karen Cremer 
Dale Ooc:keled 08/15,'01 
lnteM!lltlOn Deadline. 08/2'1D1 

TC01·109 In the llatllr of the ReqlMst of Jef'lar9on T ellphoM Company for Certlflc:ation Regarding 
lta Use of Fedenl Unlvenal Service Support. 

The purpose of lhts '1l.ong • to provide mlormauon COt1$11t\14ng Jefferson Tele~ Co ·s plan for Ille ur,e of its 
fede!al urwel'AI seMCe Juppo,t and to o:helWISe verify thal Jeffetson Telephone Co will use all federal untveisal 
MMOe suppo11 recetved on a manner that cs consistenl willl Ille fedelal UIWIBII MfVlCe p1W1$10115 of , 7 U S C 
Seaion25'. 

Staff AMlyst Harlan Best 
Slaff~ Karen Oemer 
Dale Ooc:lteted 08/15/01 
llllehetlllOh Oudline. 08/2'1D1 

In the lllla>lrof the ~-t of Valley TelecommunleatlonsCoopentlva Anoclatlon, Inc. 
for C..utlcatlon Regarding lta Use of Feclenl Universal Service Support. 

The ;upose of 11111 filng IS IO l)fO'llde onfonnabOn consllMJng V*'f T~oons Coopela1Ne Assn , 
Inc.~ plan for Ille use of cs lederal unlYelul lelVlce suppon and to Olhe!Wlse venfy !hat V*! 
T....,.,.111U\ICIIIIOl11 Cocpera!IYe Assn Inc wit use II federal unr,e,ai se,w:e support~ 11 1 manner 
Iha&• oonslstent with 1h11 federal unlYerlal servx:e PllMSIOl1S 01 1.7 USC Sec:tJon 25'. 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILfTIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF 
VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. FOR 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 

ORDER GRANTING 
CERTIFICATION 

TC01-110 

On May 23, 2001 , lhe Federal Communications Commtss1on (FCC) released an 
Order COi ic:emmg lhe federal unrversal seMCe ! oport mecharusm for rural earners ' This 
Ordef (herealter referei ICed as lhe ~Fourteenth Report and Order"). 1n part. codrf1es a1 47 
§ CF R 54 314 a reqwrement for States to provide a certlf1ca11on regarding federal 
universal serv1c:e suppon that 1s received by rural 1ncumben1 local exchange earners 
and/or ehg1t>le 1elecommumca11ons earners pr0Vtd1ng servtee 1n rural service areas 
Pursuant 10 such rule a state tllal desires rural earners within its JUrlsd1ct1on 10 receive 
fulliJre federal unrversaJ sernce support must file an aMual 2rt1fica11on with the FCC and 
lhe Universal Servrce Adm1n1strauve Company (USAC) stating that foclerat high cost 
support provided 10 such earners W1th1n 1ha1 State will be used only for I.he prov1s1on 
maintenance and upgrading or fac1ht1es and services for which the support IS intended 
This cert1ficallon requirement applies to various categories of federal universal servnce 
support. including suppon provided pursuant to 47 CF R §§ 54 301 , 54 305 and/or 
54 307, and/or 47 CF R Part 36 Subpart F (high-cost loop support local SW1tch1ng 
support. safety net addrt1ve support and safety valve support) Support provided under 
these FCC rule prov1StonS will ooty be made available 1n the future rf lhe State Comm1ss10n 
files the requisite cert1f,ca11on pursuam 10 § 54 314 

The cenlf1cat1on required for rural earners to receive federal universal suppott for 
all four q~ers dunng calendar year 2001 1s currently due 10 be filed With the FCC and 
U.SAC on or before Qctobe< 1 2001 The cert1f1ca11on may be presented 10 these entilles 
,n the form of a letter from the State Comm1ss1on The letter must identify which earners 
in the :.tate are ehg1ble 10 receive federal support during the 12-monlh period and must 
certify that lhe earners listed will only use lhe support for the provision. maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilm~ and services for which the support ,s intended 

On August 15, 2001, the South Dakota Pubhc U11ht1es Commission (Convmss,on) 
AlC8IV8d a filing from Valley TelecommunK:atlOl'IS Cooperatrve Association. Inc (Company) 
regarding its Request for Certrficatton Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service 
Support The pt.rpOSe of this filll'lg was to provide 1nfotmatlOl'1 cons111u11ng Company's plan 

cc Docket No 96-45, cc Docket No. oo-256, fou rteeotb Report 
and Qrd ... r. TWenty ~"cond ord,-r on Reconsideration , and Further 
Notice of Prqposed Rul•m)k1n9 in cc QQck"t No. 9&-45 . and B ... por, 
and Qr:rler in cc QOcket Ng, 00-256, F'CC 01-1s1, Released May 23, 
2001. 



for the use of rts federal universal service support and to otherwise venfy that Company 
will use all federal universal service support received 1n a manner lhal ls consistent with 
the federal universal service pr'OVlSIOOS of 47 U S C. § 254 As a part of its plan. Company 
hst.ed estrmates of the support 1t expected to receive from USAC as well as ,ts es11mated 
costs for the provision. maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services An Affidavit 
was attached to the Request for Certrfication. 

On August 16, 2001 . the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the f1l1ng 
and the mtervent,on deadline of August 24 . 2001 , to interested 1ndsv1duals and entities. 
No part1e.s sought intervention 

At ,ts regularly scheduled meeting or September 7, 2001 , the Comm,ss,on 
ex>nsidered this matter 

The ComrmSSIOrl has JU11sdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1 -26, 
49-31, £/Id 47 u SC § 254 The Comm,ssion found that the Company 1s ehgible 10 

receive federal support as ii states 11 will only use the support for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading or facilities and services for which the support 1s intended 
Toe Comm,ss,on unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Cert1ficat1on 
Regarding Its Use of Federal Umversa1 Service Support 11 ,s therefore 

ORDERED, that the Company 1s ehg1ble to receive federal support as it states 11 WIii 
only use the suppcct for the provision. maintenance. and upgrading of faciht1es and 
services for wt11ch the support 1s intended It is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Comm1ss1on approves Company's Request for 
Certrfication Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support 

Dated at Pierre South Dakota, this i?4 ~ day of September 2001 
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Soat4V~ 
Public Utilities Commission 

September 25, 2001 

Ms Magahe R Salas 
Fede-al Communications Comm1ss1ori 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th St SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Ms Irene FlaMery 
Unrversal Service Administr~1ve Company 
2120 l Street NW , Suite 600 
Washington. DC 20037 

RE cc Docket No. 96-45. cc Docket No 00-256. Fou:;teeoth Report and 
Oroer Twenty Second o-der on Reoons1dera1,oo and Euaw No11ce qf 
Proposed Butemaklng 10 cc PQcisel No 96-45 and Report and Order ,n 
CC Docket No 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001 

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural earners 

Dear Ms Salas and Ms Flannery 

The South Dakota Public Utilities Comm1ss1on (Commission) hereby states lhat the 
following rural tnCUTlbent local exchange carriers and/or eh91ble telecommuru::ations 
carriers within rts jurisdiction have been certified 10 receive support pursuant 10 4 7 
CFR §§ 54.301 . 54 305, and/or 54 307 and /or pan 36. subpart F. The earners listed 
below fi led requestS for certrfieabon wrth the Comrmssion which support tne1r 
affirmations that all federal high-cost support provided to them wi ll be used only for 
the prOV1s1on maintenance. and upgrading of facilities and services for which the 
support ,s intended. The Cornrrussion has granted certrflcabon 10 the following 
companies· 

Armour lndependerrt Telephone Company 
Battie Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom. Inc 
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company 
Bndgewater-Carnstota Independent Telephone Company 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority 
Citizens Telecommunica~ons Company of Minnesota, Inc 
City of Bmolongs Municipal Telephone 
Consolidated Teloom 
Dakota Convnunity Telephone 



Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. 
Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative 
Faith Municipal Telephone Company 
Farmers Mutual Telephone Company 
Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc 
Great Plains Communications, Inc. 
Heartland Telecommunications Company or Iowa d/b/a Hickory Tech Corporation 
Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. 
James Valley Cooperative Telephone Co. 
Jefferson Telephone Company 
Kadoka Telephone Company 
Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc. 
McCook Cooperative Telephone Company 
Midstate Communications, Inc. 
Mount Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone Company 
Roberts County Telephone Cooperative Association and RC Communications, Inc. 
RT Communications, Inc 
Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and SANCOM, Inc. 
Sioux Valley Telephone Company 
Splitrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. and Splittock Properties, Inc. 
Stockho' "'rStrandburg Telephone Company 
Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 
Three River Telco 
Tri.County Telecom, Inc. 
Union Telephone Company 
Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Inc. 
Valley Telephone Comp.iny 
Vivian Telephone Company d/b/a Golden West Communications. Inc. 
Western Telephone Company 
West River Cooperative Telephone Company 
West River Telecommunications Cooperz• •e 
·vyest River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobndge) 

Also enclosed are the Ordecs Granting Cer1ification to the at>ove-refereoced rural incumbent local 
exchange carriers ard/o. eHgible telecommunications earners. Should you have allY questions, 
please do not hesitate to cont.act us tor further infom,ation. 

Pam Nelson 
Commissioner 


