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REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION

v Municipal Telephone Company by and through its attorney hereby submits a

s By Certification to the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission™)

ifieation from the Commission pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.314. In support of this
wat, Prth Municipal Telephone Company offers the following:

£ € May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an Order

\ i3 - . . . b eppe )
- s the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This Order

need as the “Fourteenth Report and Order™), in part, codifies at 47 C.F.R. §

eqguirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal universal service

& rogeived by rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or other eligible

cations carriers providing service in rural service areas. Pursuant to such rule, states

» paral carriers within their jurisdiction to receive future federal universal service

st file an annual certification with the FCC and the Universal Service Administrative
R ACTY stating that federal high cost support provided to such carric. s within that

p sl be wsed only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services

s the support is intended. This certification requirement applies to various categories of

# wniversal service support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301,

subor 54.307. and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local

i 43, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report and Order, Twenty Second Order on
nd Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report and Order in CC
86, FOC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001.
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- support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided

these FOC rule provisions will only in the future be made available if the State

1 files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

2. The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal service support

il four guarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and

o or before October 1, 2001, The certification may be presented to these entities in the

i u fetter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers in the State

ble to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must certify that the

fisted will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of

vk s services for which the support is intended.

Ttk

3. Faith Municipal Telephone Company is a rural telephone company that has previousiy

by designated by this Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier.  The Compuny

ies local exchange telephone services, including all of the essentinl services that are

ieladed in the federal definition of universal service, to approximately 385 access lines within

estzblished rural service area in South Dakota.

4. This Commission has limited regulatory oversight over Faith Municipsd Telephone

s.ompany and its provisioning of local exchange services. Under SDCL § 49-31-5.1, the el

SERLTE
i

service rates charged by telecommunications cooperatives, municipal telephone

tems, and independent telephone companies serving less than fifty thousand local exchanpe

bers are not subject to the Commission’s ratemaking authority. In cases where Ste

mynissions have limited regulatory authority over rural carriers, the FCC has indicated tha
tese earriers should themselves initiate the certification process by presenting a plan to ensure

compliance with the requirement in 47 U.8.C. § 254(e) that universal service support will only



- provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the

Based on this filed plan, it is anticipated that the State Commission may

. Py . ) vy 2
¢ pertification to the FCC.

surpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Faith Municipal
wany's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise
b Municipal Telephone Company will use all federal universal service support

5 frmmer that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C.

f5, b the process of determining whether federal universal service support is used in a

stent with the Federal Communications Act, the “universal service principles”

in SecHon 254(b)y are instructive. That Section states that the FCC shall base

i1 Cuality services should be available at just, reasonable, and affordable rates.

A

swxs to advanced telecommunications and information services should be
ited in ol regions of the Nation.

2 Consumers in all regions of the Nation, including low-income consumers and
wos v rural,  insular, and  high-cost areas, should have access to
pprnumications and information services, including interexchange services
advanced telecommunications and information services, that are reasonably
wparable to those services provided in urban areas and that are available at
s% that are reasonably comparable to rates charged for similar services in urban

¢6 Elementary and secondary schools and classrooms, health care providers, and
fbgaries should have access to [certain] advanced telecommunications services. . .

tpmmth Beport and Order, § 188,



The FUC has declined to dictate specifically how the states should ensure that cartiers

eral universal service support consistent with the federal law, but has offered
f low the support can be used to appropriately further universal service goals. The

tezeh:

Wit

| state could [use the federal support to] adjust intrastate rates, or otherwise
garriers to use the federal support to replace implicit intrastate universal
e support to high cost rural areas . . ..

te eould also require carriers to use the federal support to upgrade facilities
in rural areas Lo ensure that services provided in those areas are reasonably
somparable to services provided in urban areas of the state.’

% The FCC provided the above examples as illustrative and not exhaustive examples of

wort can be used consistent with Section 254(e). Other uses are appropriate provided the

ission believes they are consistent with the federal universal service principles

nest i1 Section 254,

%, Fuith Mumcipal Telephone Company as a designated eligible telecommunications

wf buts received federal universal service support in the past and expects to receive support

e valendar year 2002, As of this time, specific support amounts the Company should

e i 20002 have not yet been identified by USAC. The Company, however, offers the

estimates concerning the support it expects to receive’:

High-Cost Loop Support $15,500.00
Local Switching Support (DEM Weighting) $40,000.00

tesort and Order and Eighteenth Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket No. 94-45 {In the Matter of the
1 Joint Board on Universal Service), FCC 99-306, § 96, November 2, 1999,

catdif b noted that Long Term Support amounts are not referenced because the FCC has indicated trar it will
certification under 47USC Section 254(e) for these amounts. See 14th Report and Order fooinote musnber




5. For calendar vear 2002, Faith Municipal Telephone Company intends to make the

getwork facility and equipment investments:

= comtract for enhancements and service.

fs yelated equipment that needs to be replaced.

1. la providing local exchange telecommunications services, Faith Municipal

me {otpany will also incur other costs. In 2002, these costs will include:
€ftside plant. central office equipment, network operations, and general

sdmsinistrative expensive associated with local service.

aith Municipal Telephone Company estimates that the total costs described above

to s planned network facility and equipment investments and other expenses to be

a1 providing local exchange telecommunications services will exceed $198,000.00.

i3 Consistent with the universal service principles set forth in the federal law and alse

FUU orders referenced herein, Faith Municipal Telephone Company will use federal

- service amoumts received in 2002 (estimated in paragraph 9 herein) to offset a portion

< todal costs. This use of federal universal service support will enable Faith Municipal

w Company to: (1) maintain rates for its local exchange services that are affordable and

by vomparable to rates being charged for the same services in urban areas; and (2) to

s its telecommunications facilities and equipment as necessary to meet evolving service

sents ared maintain high quality service. The use of federal universal service support for

PUTPOSK

5 is clearly consistent with the federal universal service provisions.

i4. Based on all of the foregoing information and also the Affidavit of Shane Ayres,

bod as Exhibit A, Faith Municipal Telephone Company requests that this Commission issue

an gppropriate certification to the FCC and USAC indicating that Faith Municipal Telephone



- &5 i compliance with 47 U.S.C. § 254(e) and should receive all federal univursal

apport determined for distribution to the Company in 2002. In order to ensure that this

i is issued o the FCC prior to October 1, 2001, Faith Municipal Telephone Company

§ frpher ask the Commission to expedite the process that is initiated based on this filing.

f

ES

A
7 day of August, 2001.

K

Piated this

Respectﬁlll submitted,

e ER\. H. %cwe“

(s:gne y corporate attorney)
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EXHIBEIT A

AFFIDAVIT

As an authorized corporate officer of Faith Municipal Telephone Company, I, Shane
Asres, hereby affirm familiarity with and an understanding of the requirements of the Federal
£ omrpunications Act of 1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with respect

s the receipt of any federal universal service funds received as high-cost loop support, local

¢hing support. safety net additive support, and/or safety valve support and hereby afiirm that
asy such support amounts received by Faith Municipal Telephone Company will be used only
fr the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is

wtended consistent with 47 U.S.C. § 254(e).

< ,/’,?bw

Share Ayres
il
Hubsoribed and Sworn to before me this 24" day of August, 2001.
& 7 . "
NOTARY PUBLIC (7 Alorea /fb Ly

L onwmission expires  JA-//-02




South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of August 9, 2001 through August 15, 2001

¥ you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact
Delaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: §05-773-3808

CCNSUMER COMPLAINTS

CTO1-038 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Calvin L. Plienis, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, against
Direct One Com.Long Distance Regarding Unauthorized Billing for Services.

The Complainant states that Direct One Com.Long Distance charged his credit card for unauthorized service
ngianant states that when he contacted Direct One Com.Long Distance, he was told that he ordered
avithing from a company called Cornerstone and in the order he agreed to Direct One Com.ong Distance
Camplainant denies that he authorized service and states that he does not know what Comerstone is.
amplainant requests that the Public Utilities Commission put this company out of business in South Dakota,
55083 any penalties under South Dakota Law, and remove the charges.

Ziafl Analyst Mary Healy
Staft Attomey: Kelly Frazier
fiate Docketed: 08/13/01
ervention Deadline: N/A

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

T100 in the Matier of the Request of Faith Municipal Telephone Company for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Faith Municipal Telephone Company's plan foy the
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Faith Municipal Telaphone Company w
use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the fedarat urivgrsal gan
orevisions of 47 U.8.C. Section 254,

Stalf Analyst Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/10/01
Intarvention Deadline: 08/24/01

TCOd 104 In the Matter of the Request of Kennebec Telephone Co., inc. for Cartification Begarding Hs
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpase of this filing is to provide information constituting Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc's plan for the yag of
its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Kennebec Telephone Co., Ing. will yse ;
universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service i
47 U.8.C. Section 254,

&

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/10/01
intervention Deadline: 08/24/01

TCo1-402 in the Matier of the Request of Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Ine, for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.



Diate Docketed: 08/14/01
fraarverntion Deadline; 08/24/01

TLRi-107 In the Matter of the Application of Vitcom Corporation for a Certificate of Authority to
Provide Local Exchange Services in South Dakota,

Application by Vitcom Corporation for a certificate of authority to provide resold and facilities based locst
gxehunge service in South Dakota. Applicant does not propose to offer services in rural areas bt 1o the extent
any inturmbent local exchange carrier or competitive local exchange carrier in South Dakota is granted a smali or
rurst carrer exemption pursuant to Section 251(f) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1886 in the future,
e Vitcom will seek authority to operate in such service area(s) as well.

t Anatyst. Dave Jacobson

aif Attorney: Kelly Frazier
{ate Docketed: 08/14/01
inmrvention Deadline: 08/31/01

TEP-108 In the Matter of the Request of Beresford Runicipal Telephone Company for Cartification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Beresford Municipal Telephone Company's tian for
e uge of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Beresford Municipal Telephons
Carmpany will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the fadaral
uriversal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Biaff Analyst. Harlan Best
Biaft Attorney: Karen Cremer
Dute Docketed: 08/15/01
intervention Deadline: 08/24/01

TOO108 in the Matter of the Request of Jefferson Telephone Company for Certification Regawding
its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Jefferson Telephone Co.'s plan for the use of #g
faderal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Jefferson Telephone Co. wili use all federst uriversal
sgnvice support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U8 &
Seetion 254

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Atterney: aren Cremer
{Date Docketad: 08/15/01
intervention Deadline: 08/24/01

TCO1-110 in the Matter of the Request of Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Ine,
for Certification Regarding its tUse of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Valley Telecommunications Cooparative Assn
Ing's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Valiey
Talecommunications Cooperative Assn., Inc. will use all federal universal service support received in & manner
ihal is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254

Staff Analyst Harlan Best
Sinff Attorney: Karen Cremer



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

iN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF FAITH ) ORDER GRANTING
MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF }

)

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT TCO1-100

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission {(FCL) 1ales
Order concerning the federal universal service support mecharuse for rural ¢
QOrder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order”), i part. cod
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification rag
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent ocal &5
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rurgl serese 2
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within 45 risduhion 1o
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federsl ¢
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used oniy fos
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the supp
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal u
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 CF R §§ 54 301
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost ioop sﬂizgﬁf‘%ﬂ
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve supportt Suppo =
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future the %’% 2
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314

The certification required for rural carriers to receve federal univars
all four quarters during calendar year 2001 is currently due o ba fled wilh Y F(
USAC on or before October 1, 2001. The certification may be presenied o 4
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letier must wientify whuch ¢
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-morth o
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, mers
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended

On August 10, 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commussion (o
received a filing from Faith Municipal Telephone Company {Company) Gt
Request for Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Sups
purpose of this filing was to provide information constiiuting ﬁ?wﬂ;‘}a’*y‘%‘ plan lor i
of its federal universal service support and to otherwise varify that Company w

ﬁ-

‘CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket Ho. &0
and COrder, Twenty Second QOrder on Recons
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in €O Docker e
and Ordey in CC Docket No. 00-256, FOOU G3-1%7,
2001,




federal universal service support received in a manner that 1s consisten! wiih the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan. Company hgiad
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as s estimated costs
for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidawit was

attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 16, 2001, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the fling
and the intervention deadline of August 24, 2001, to interested individuais and ani
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 7, 2001, the Comrmsagn
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-28
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company s aligible o

1 S

receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support i intendes
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states o will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of faciiies and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this o*?ﬂ 2’% day of September, 2001

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly
addressed yelogﬁs with charges prepa)d thereon.

By ﬂé/ %&Mé
-’7“{/ 250
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September 25, 2001

Ms. Magalie R. Salas

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12th St. S W.

Washington, DC 20554

Ms. lrene Flannery

Universal Service Administrative Company
2120 L Street N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20037

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Eourtaents Re:
Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Fyrir
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No, 9845 and ?%g;;*ﬁz;s,
CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2007

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers

Dear Ms. Balas and Ms. Flannery:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) heraby “"”’é’isﬁ
following rural incumbent local exchange carriers andfor eligibie iais
carriers within its jurisdiction have been certified to receive suppor! sursy
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or £4.307 and /or part 38, subpart F. ‘*‘ﬁa« w:wzf‘f’ ,
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which s

affirmations that all federal high-cost support provided io them wil
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and servie

2 P

e for whveh the
support is intended. The Commission has granted senification 1o the ?!::E
companies:

Armour Independent Telephone Company

Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plaing Telecom, inc.
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Camgpany
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnasois, Ing
City of Brookings Municipal Telephone

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Community Telephone





