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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

SOUTH DAKOTA |

HE MATTER QF THE SALE OF THE |
I HERTHANGE  TO SULLY
S  TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, JOINT PETITION FOR

ETC DESIGNATION
AND RELINQUISHMENT

Pursuant to 47 United States Code §§ 214(e). 47 Code of Federal Regulations §54.20°
and ARSI 20:10:32, Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Tnc. (Sully Buttes) hereby su:k\
designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) within the local exchange arew that

constitutes the Sisseton, South Dakota. exchange. Qwest Corporation, formerly U § WEST

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. (“Qwest™), pursuant to 47 USC §214(e)(4). SDCL 49-31-78
ARSI 20:10:32:48. requests that its ETC designation and accompanying universal serviee ohh~
gations be relinguished and transferred to Sully Buttes. In support of these requests, Subly Butte
and OQwest offer the following:

. Pursuant to 47 UL.S.C. § 214(e), it is the Commission’s responsibility to designate|
cal exchange carriers (LECs) as “eligible telecommunications carriers™ (ETCs). or, in n’izhf
wards, (o determine which LECs have assumed universal service obligations consistent Wi’thfi‘fé:“(
eral law, and should accordingly be deemed eligible to receive federal universal service ‘wupp
At least one cligible telecommunications carrier is o be designated by the Commisston torc. :
serviee area in the State of South Dakota. However. in the case of areas served by ”‘mmixif‘él" .

phone companies.” the Commission may not designate more than one LEC as an ETC without

first finding that such additional designation would be in the public interest. Under 47 CF



54,201, beginning January 1. 1998, only telecommunications carriers that have received designas

tion from the Commission to serve as an eligible telecommunications carrier within its serv

arca will be eligible to receive federal universal service support.

2. On or about July 23, 1999, Sully Buttes and Qwest entered into an Agreement o

Purchase and Sale of Telephone Exchanges (Agreement) for purchase by Sully Buttes ftl

Bisseton Lxchange. By Order dated May 23, 2000, the Commission approved said sale. The

parties have filed a Joint Petition for Expedited Waivers with the FCC and are awaiting a-eul=

ing on that Petition.  Closing of the sale will be scheduled some time after receipt of the F

{rder.

3. Qwest is the facilities-based local exchange carrier presently providing local exchan

telecommunications service in the Sisseton Exchange, Qwest requests relinquishment of its

status 1n the Sisseton Exchange.

4. Following closing of the sale, Sully Buttes will be the facilities-based local exeha
garrier providing local exchange telecommunications services in Sisseton, South Dakotise §
Butes” address is 218 Commercial Avenue. Highmore, South Daketa 57345 its (elephonig i

her is (005) 852-2224. The designated contact person is the General Manager. R:md

Foudek,

5. The proposed effective date of designation of eligible telecommunications ¢a

status for Sully Buttes is immediately following close of the sale, which is anticipated (o be

to January 1, 2001, Qwest will continue to meet its ETC obligations to the Sisseton exch

until the date of closing.

6. The service area for which Sully Buttes seeks designation is the Sisseton Exchange,
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6. The service area for which Sully Buttes secks designation is the Sisse-
ton Exchange.

7. The requested designation satisfies the requirements for eligible tele-

communications designation under 47 C.F.R. § 54.201 because Sully Buttes, in accord .
with 47 C.ER. § 54.101, offers the following local exchange telecommunications Séfa,:
vices to all customers throughout its service area, and will offer the same services in the '
Sisscton Exchange:

= Voice grade access to the public switched network;

» Local exchange service, including an amount of local usage free of per-minute
charges under a flat-rated local service package;

o Dual tone multi-frequency signaling;

s Access to emergency services such as 911 or enhanced 911 public services: whi
such services have been implemented by Roberts County and Marshall

e Access to operator services;
s Access to interexchange service;
e Access to directory assistance; and
e Toll blocking service to qualified low-income consumers.
Sully Buttes will advertise the availability of its Jocal exchange services in media ﬁf*g;am*l'
eral distribution throughout the Sisseton Exchange.
8. Sully Buttes does not seek a waiver of any eligible telecommunications |
carrier service requirements.
9. The Sisseton Exchange is not currently served by a rural telephone
company. Subsequent to the Commission’s granting of this Petition, Sully Buttes, ‘i’:‘éti’ESf:
knowledge, will be the only rural telephone company providing local exchange 'téteﬁm'r}i;f :

munications services in the Sisseton Exchange.




10, Based on the foregoing. Sully Buttes respectfully requests that the Cﬂﬂlﬂl‘iﬂﬁi()ﬁggtiﬂi?
ETC designation to Sully Buttes in the Sisseton Exchange. and Qwest respeetfully reguests i-'iiz;ifff
its ETC ’ designation and accompanying universal service obligations in the Sisseton | -_&Lhkmwi
be relinquished and transferred to Sully Buttes.

Dated this __glﬁ day of July, 2000.

Dt fDiten mw

Darla Pollman Rogers
Meyer & Rogers
P.O.Box 1117
Pierre, South Dakota 37501
Attorney for Sully Buttes

/ﬁ )

Thomas J. Welk

Boyce, Murphy, McDowell & Greenficld
P. O. Box 5015

Sioux Falls, SD 57117-5015

Attorney for Qwest Corparation formerly
U S WEST Communications, log,




South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of July 27, 2000 through August 2, 2060

i vou need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please con
Detaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

CTOD-081  In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Earl M. Briggs, Rapid City,-So
Dakota, against Starlink Communications, LL.C Regarding Unatithc
Billing of Services.

The Complainant claims that he began to receive billings for service he did not auther!
March. The Complainant requests credit of all charges, $1000 as provided by law, an
compansation for his time and travel expenses if required to attend a hearing.

Sl Analyst: Leni Healy

latf Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 07/27/00
infervention Deadline: NA

CT00-082  In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Darrell and-Bette Johnson;
Brookings, South Dakota, against Sprint Communications-Compa
Regarding Unauthorized Switching of Services and Unauthorized
Long Distance Services. '

The complainants allege that their phone service was switched without authonzatroi
thay continued to receive bills after the account had been closed. The complairiant
that all Sprint charges are cancelled, to reinstate their good credit rating and compe
$500.00 by Sprint for the unauthorized switch if a hearing is not required. if a hear
they are requesting $1000,.00 compensation to have the matter resolved.

Sialf Analyst. Charlene Lund
Saff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/01/00
intervention Deadline: NA

CT00-093  In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Terry and Regina Van Dy
Falls, South Dakota, against Telco Long Distance Wholesale'Reg
Dispute Over Raising Long Distance Telephone Rates Without Nofi

"im:f complainants allege that they had agreed to a rate plan for telephone services:
ales were increased without notice, which is a violation of ARSD 20:10:34:10. The

:::g:mp*amams are requesting an adjustment of $203.20 by the company which is-equ:

raies provided by the rate plan they had originally signed up for and a letter of apolag




Staff Analyst: Charlene Lund
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date ‘Docketed: 08/01/00
‘Intervention Deadline: NA

NATURAL GAS

'NGQS#GOS In the Matter of the Filing by MidAmerican Energy Comp
Waiver of Refund Plan Relating to Kansas Ad Valorern Tax B
Received from Northern Natural Gas Company.

On June 18, 1998, MidAmerican Energy Gompany (MidAmerican) filed for &
waiver of refund plan relating to Kansas ad vajorem tax refunds receivesed fre
Natural Gas Company (Northern) with the Commission, On Atigust 5, 1¢
approved MidAmerican's proposal to defer the Kansas ad valorerm tax ref
MidAmerican determines that the amount received const;tutes !3 ﬂna% f@fuﬁ :
of ope year, whichever comes first. On August 26, 1999, the C
deferral of the Northern Natural Gas Company refund with the f:ad ne o
2000 MidAmerican again filed to defer the Northern Refund until MidAmatic
the amount received constitutes a final refund or for 3 maximum of one yEar
first.

Staff Analyst: Dave Jacobson
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Filed: 07/17/00
intervention Deadline: NA

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TCO0-116  In the Matter of the Application of Telergy Network Servige

Certificate of Authority to Provide Telecommunications: ﬁew,,,
Local Exchange Services, in South Dakota.

Telergy Network Serviced, Inc. (Telergy) filed an application with the Commissi
Certificate of Authority to provide facilities-based and resold local exchange and
interaxchange telecommunications services within South Dakota.

Staff Analyst: Heather Forney
Date Docketed: 08/02/00
Intervention Deadline: 08/18/00

~ In the Matter of the Joint Petition filed by Sully Buttus Telephons
Cooperative, Inc. and Qwest Corporation for Designation
Telecommunications Carrier for Sully Buttes Telephone Caopi:
the Sisseton Exchange and foar Relinquishment of Qwes pok
Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrierin f:%w Sigse
Exchange.
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-y wwwssa 1 @IRPNONE COOperative, Inc. (Sully Buttes) and Qwest Corporation, formerly U S
WEST Comrmunications, Inc. (Qwest), filed a Joint Petition for ETC Designatiornrand
Relinguishment with the Commission. The petitioners are asking the Comr
designate Sully Buttes as an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETCywi
exchange of Sisseton, South Dakota, the exchange Sully Buttes recently pu
Qwest. The petitioners are simultaneously asking the Commission to reling

Qwest's ETC designation and accompanying universal service obligations &
the same exchange.

Staff Analyst: Keith Senger
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/02/00
Intervention Deadline: 08/18/00

You may receive this listing and other PUC publications via our website ar via inte
You may subscribe or unsubscribe to the PUC mailing lists at http://www.stite




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION =~

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF JOINT PETITION FILED
BY SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERA-
TIVE, INC. AND QWEST CORPORATION FOR Docket No. TCO0-117
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOM-
MUNICATIONS CARRIER FOR SULLY

BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC. IN AFFIDAVIT OF
THE SISSETON EXCHANGE AND FOR RE-
LINQUISHMENT OF QWEST CORPORA- RANDY W. HOUDEK.

TION’S DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER IN THE |
SISSETON EXCHANGE.

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA )
) SS. AFFIDAVIT
COUNTY OF  HUGHES)

Randy W. Houdek, being first duly sworn, states that, to the best o
knowledge, information and belief, the following facts are true and correst;

1. Randy W. Houdek is the general manager of Sully Buttes Telept
Cooperative, Inc. (Sully Buttes), and has served in that capacity since 1997,
has worked at Sully Buttes since 1986, where he has served in various capacitics pric
becoming general manager. :

2. Sully Buttes currently owns and operates the following telepho
changes in the state of South Dakota: Wessington, Hitcheock, Pierpont, Rosl
includes Eden and Grenville), Bowdle, Roscoe, Onaka, Seneca, Ree Heights
rold, Highmore, Wessington Springs (which includes Lane), Langlord, Britto
includes Amherst, Kidder, Lake City, and North Britton}, Gettysburg, Leba
Tolstoy, Rosholt, Tulare, Onida (which includes Agar), and Selby (whicls ineludes
Akaska and Lowry).

3. Sully Buttes currently provides the following services to all of
tomers in the above listed exchanges:

A.  Voice grade access to the public switched network;




B.  Local exchange service, including an amount of loval usage free of pery
charges under a flat-rated local service package; '

C.  Dual tone multi-frequency signaling;
D.  Single party service;

E. Access to emergency services such as 611 or Enhanced 911 public set
when such services are availabie;

F.  Access to operator service;

o

Access to interexchange service;
H.  Access to directory assistance; and
L Toll block service to qualified low-income constmers.

4. Sully Buttes advertises the availability of its local Eﬁteﬁdﬂ £
media of general distribution throughout its exchanges.

5. Sully Buttes has entered into an Agreemefit
Telephone Exchanges, whereby Sully Bultes is purchasin :
Qwest Corporation. The closing of the saleis November 30, 2000,

6. Following closing, Sully Buttes will offer in-the Sisse
same services that it currently offers imr all of its other exchanges; 1§ entintdi
graph 3 above. '

7. There are two prefixes (NXX) in the Sisseton Exchan
service area in which Sully Buttes is requesting ETC status:. 698 :

8. Sully Buttes has made all necessary filings to provid
Up services to eligible persons in its existing service arcas. Sully Butt
ever steps are necessary to ensure that Lifeline and Link Up services are
any eligible persons in the Sisseton Exchange.

9. Sully Buttes will advertise the availability of its servieey
general distribution in the Sisseton Exchange, as it currently does in
changes.



10. Affiant submits this Affidavit in support of its pending Requ
ETC Designation in the Sisseton Exchange. '

Dated this twenty-seventh day of October, 2000.

2000,

My Commission Expires:

15 2004
(SEAL)




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT PETITION ORDER GRANTING ETC
FILED BY SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE DESIGNATION; ORDER

COOPERATIVE, INC. AMD QWEST APPROVING
CORPORATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN RELINQUISHMENT
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER

FOR SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE TCO0447

COOPERATIVE, INC. IN THE SISSETON
EXCHANGE AND FOR RELINQUISHMENT OF
QWEST CORPORATION'S DESIGNATION AS
AN  ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS

}
)
)
}
)
)
)
)
¥
)
)
CARRIER IN THE SISSETON EXCHANGE }

On August 2, 2000, the Public Utilities Commission {Comirnission] received & Joint
for ETC Designation and Relinquishment from Sully Buttes Telephone o
Buttes) and Qwest Corporat;on (Qwest‘ Suily 8utie> sﬂughi iﬁési@ftﬁ

to interested individuals and entities. No person or entily filed to inlérvene.

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2), the Cqmmés;siﬁn is required o designat

facmt:es or a combination of its own fac:mttes and regalé cxi aﬁ@ihﬁf m&‘. ._ﬁf’ﬁ rm :
must also advertise the availahility of such services and the rates for the senices mﬁg a5
general distribution.

functional equal; (4) single party service or its funcnonaf ac;uwai’éﬂt
services, (6) access to operator services; (7) access {o interexchange s:w :
directory assistance; and (9) toll limitation for qualifying low-incume consumers.
54.101(a).

As part of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required o make ;
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R § 54.405; 4

manager. Mr. Houdek stated that Suily Buﬁes wﬂ pm%:s o
customers in the Sisseton exchange following closing of the saéﬁ ,‘f@f‘i hwasl




1. Voice grade access to the public switched network;

2. Local exchange service, including an amount of local usage free of per
minute charges under a flat-rated local service package;

3. Dual tone muiti-frequency signaling;

4, Single party service,

5. Access to emergency services such as 911 or Enhianced 811 public services
when such services are available;

6. Access to operator services;

7. Access to interexchange services;

8. Access to directory assistance; and

9, Toll block service to qualified low-income consumers.

With respect to the obligation to advertise the availability of services supporied by
universal service support mechanism and the charges for thosé services usitg media o
distribution, Sully Buttes stated that it will advertise the availability of its local exchangs s
media of general distribution in the Sisseton exchange. Sully Buttes stated it will offer it
and Link Up service discounts in the Sisseton exchange.

At its December 1, 2000, meeting, the Commission considered this matier. The €
was informed that the sale of the Sisseton exchange {0 Sully Butles was completed an
Buttes took possession of the exchange at 12:01 a.m. December 1, 2000. The Comirtise
previously granted ETC status to Qwest (formerly known as U S WEST) for the Sisaelt

finding that Qwest provided all of the services supporied by the federal univisrash »
mechanism.

following services or functlonahttes throughout the S:sseton exchange (1} \mc& thﬂﬁ aﬁ
the pubhc switched network; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency stgnaimg, {43
service; (5) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator sesvices; (7) &
interexchange service; (8) access to directory assistance; and (8) toll blockirng for qualifyi
income consumers,

The Commission finds that Sully Buttes intends to provide Lifsline and Link Up programs ta
qualifying customers throughout the Sisseton exchange consistent with state and federal rules gnd
orders.

The Commission finds that Sully Buties shall advertise the availability of the services
supported by the federal universal service support mechanism and the chargés therefor throughout
its service area using media of general distribution once each year, The Comrrission furthss
that if the rate for any of the services supported by the federal universal service suppért meshuanisn
changes, the new rate must be advertised using media of general distribution.




The Commission designates Sully Buites as an ETC for the Sisseton:
Cormmission further grants Qwest its request to relinquish its ETC designation and’
obligations for the Sisseton Exchange.

It is therefore

ORDERED, that Sully Buttes is designated as an ETC for the Sisseton exchan

FURTHER ORDERED, that Qwest's request te relinquish its ETC designatior: an
service obligations for the Sisseton Exchange is granted. ‘
4

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this /ﬂ" 72“'ciay of December, 2000.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
decument has been served today upon all parties of
4 record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly

addressed, Eh\lel es, with charges prep;xd theredn.

/@/MMZ/M
S )1t o

(OFFICIAL SEAL)




