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OONSOIJOATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE AND ITS WHOLLY 
OWNED SUBSIDIARY CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC. INTRAI..ATA 
DIALING PARITY IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

We encloeed ID spplication f« appn,yaJ of the companies' iDllaLA TA cti•Jing 
parity implemca!Cltian plan, iocluding a petition for IUlpCNioa and 
modificlnJD aftbe roquiaw 10 ;,..,....,. ilmLATA ctittina parity uatil 
Jae 30, 2000. The cam,-ies afDdod m idrnified in tbe 'Aliic:llirm. 

The fedml law under wbida die pctitian for...,...._ madi6cllioD is 
filed (47 U.S.C. 251(f)(2) allows up to 180 days for die SD PSC to act. and 
allO allows..,..,... perli• fillll actiaa. MCGldi.aclY. we n,qu m • 

Ccnmi1N11 .._. · am...- me "';•to ordarlUlpmlioa ra.Airc 
fiDII acliala. We a DGlice of opputl1uDily for belriDg on die pla IIDd 
i,ean will bt~ ... · die aonmt1 ooune. 
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PUBJ .. IC UTILITIES COMMIMION 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

C1•11datlll Telepllw CoopentiYe Cue No. ___ _ 
......... ., ..... •bsldlary, 
C1•1ldelld Tekoa, Jae.. 
t'enltrly .._. u CTC Coaaulcadou, lac. 
DidllgParlly .... ud 
A ... 1d1a for SalpcatiNI ud ModlflcatiOII 

DIALING PARITY IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
Alld 

PETITION FOR SUSPENSION AND MODMCATION 

INTRODUCTION and SUMMARY 

This plans and application is filed by the following local exchange carriers 
pn,viding local exchange access in South Dakota: 

Consolidated Telephone Cooperative, and its wholly owned sub­
sidiary, Consolidated Te~ Inc., formerly known as CTC 
Communications, Inc. 

1bae COllll*lics are col ·vety n,fmed to as Consolidated. Consolidated 
provides telecommunications services in certified local exchange area in South 
D1Au:as &ch comp,ay is a local exchange carrier (sometimes abbreviated LEC) 
and a nnl ldcpbooe company as defined in the Communications Act of 1934 as 
amended by the Telecommunicatio Act of 1996 (the Act). F.ach bas fewer than 
2% of the Nation~s subscliber lines insmlled in the agregate nationwide. The 
ICnices of the Consolidated carriers include exchange acc:s.,, as defined by the 
Act. 

Contolidlted files this plan for implementation of intraLA TA dialing ._city m its 
service area, in South Dakota. Pursuant to 47 u.s.c. 251(1)(2). Comolidlled 
petitioos the PUC for a suspension and modification of the requilanent for 
implemerdation of iDtraLA TA dialing party in its service area, IDltil June 30, 
2000. Suspension of enforcement of the n,quiranent for implemeutation of 
inlnLA TA dialing parity is requested pending a-:tioo of the ·non. 
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BACKGROUND 

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 (amending the Comm1111ications Act of 
1934) imposed on local exchange carriers the obligation to provide dialing parity 
to competing interexchange carriers. 47 U.S.C. 2Sl(b)(3). In proceeding., to 
implement the Act, in August 1996. the FCC is.,ucd its Order and promulgated 
Regulations (47 C.F.R. SL209-21S) Ii uiring local exchange carriers to 
implement dialing parity no later than February 9, 1999. (CC Docket No. 96-98. 
Second Report and Ordu. 11 FCC Red 19392. herein called the 1996 Order.) On 
appeal. those regulations were vacated by the Court of Appeals and ultimately 
reinstated by the United States Supreme Cowt in January 1999. (AT&T y, Iowa 
Utilities Doanl. 119 S. Ct 721). Most recently. in March 1999. the FCC issued its 
Orders establishing a new schedule for intraLA TA dialing parity. rq,lacing the 
February 8, 1999, ~ which has come and gone. (CC Docket No. 96-98, Order 
adopted March 19 and released March 23. 1999, FCC 9S-S4, herein called the 
1999 Order.) Under the FCC's self-dcscnbed "compressed schedule" for LECs to 
implement intraLA TA dialing parity, d1e 1999 Order requires 

No later than April 22, 1999, all LECs must file intraLATA toll dialing 
parity plans with their state regulatory commmions. If a state commission 
has not acted on a fi plan by June 22, 1999, the LEC must file its plan 
with the FCC for action in lieu of state action. A LEC's dialing parity plan 
must be impkmcnted within 30 days after approval by the saate 
commission. i.e., not later than July 22. 1999. 

The FCC has directly ordered LECs to act within a certain time and indirectly 
encouraaect the states' commissions to act within a certain time. to accompli.,h the 
FCC's compressed schedule aiming at July 22 as a target for the imp mcntation 
ofintraLATA parrty in all states. (See 1999 Order, footnote 22.) 

Rad in isolatian. the 1999 Onkr seems to oblige BOCs and non-BOCs alike. 
Rad for what it is, an updated modification of the 1996 Order and understanding 
both Orders as implementing the 1996 Act, it i, clear the "Exemptions. 
Suspensions, and Modifications" provisions of the Act apply. Specifically, section 
251 (f)(2) of the Act provides any LEC that is smaller than 2% of the Nation's 
subecriba' lines may petition its State Commiaion for a suspension of 
modification of the dialing parity requirement of section 252 (b)(3). See also 
pll'lll'llp!l 7 of the FCC's 1996 Order (and its footnole refa~nce to section 
2Sl(f)(2): "We note that smaller LECs, fer which this implementation scbeduJe 
may be unduly burdensome, may petition their state commission for a suspension 
ar modification of this requiremen .. 
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CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE AND CONSOLIDATED 
TB..COM, INC., FORMERLY KNOWN AS CTC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
DIALING IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

The Qmolidated companies propose that intraLA TA toll dialing parity be 
implema1aed in their respective exchange Breu in Sout!1 Dakota before July 1, 
2000. 

A. In preparation for the implementation of intraLA TA toll dialing parity, 
Consolidated would develop procedures for timely notification of their 
respective subscribers and methods to enable subscribers to affirmatively select 
an intraLA TA toll provider, and for interexchange carrier notification. 
(Complex and co.,tly "balloting" proces.,es comparable to processes for the 
implementation of interLA TA dialing parity are not anticipated.) 

B. In preparation for the implementation of intraLA TA toll dialing parity, 
Consolidllted would develop and tile with the PUC, before February I, 2000, 
fully compensatory local exchange access rates to be effective when 
intraLA TA toll dialing parity is implemented by the LEC. 

PE'JTflON FOR SUSPENSION AND MODIFICATION 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 2Sl(f)(2), Consolidated petitions the PUC for a suspension 
and modification of the equipment for implementation of intraLA TA dialing parity 
in these locaJ exchange carriers' respective service areas, until June 30, 2000. 

The grounds for the petition are that suspension and modification are: a) 
necessary to avoid imposing requimnents that are unduly economically 
burdensome and infeasible, and b) consistent with the public interest, convenience 
and neces.,ity. The compressed schedule mandated by the FCC's 1999 Order is 
burdensome and infeasible for small LECs to develop and administer plans for 
timely notification of their subscnbers and intere,tchange carriers regarding 
subscribers• selection of intraLA TA toll providers, and for small l.ECs to develop 
fully compensatory local exchange access rates to replace the CW'l'fflt arrangement. 



.. . , - . . 

THEREFORE, Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and its whoJly owned 
subsidiary, Consolidated Telcom, Inc., formerly known as CTC Communi-:ations, 
Inc., apply for the approval of the intraLA TA toll dialing parity plan described in 
this application and petition for a suspension and modification of the requirement 
for implementation of intraLATA dialing parity in their respective service areas, 
until June 30, 2000. Pending action of the petition, Consolidated requests 
suspension of enforcement of the requimnent for implementation of intraLA TA 
dialing parity. 

Dated the 21 • day of April. 1999 

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE AND ITS 
WHOLL YOWNED SUBSIDIARY, CONSOLIDATED TEI.COM, 
INC., FOMERL Y K..1111 AS CTC COMMUNICATIONS, 
INC. 



South Dakota Public Utilities Cornmiulon 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Period of April 16, 1119 through April 22, 1199 

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, ovemight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact 
Delaine Kol>o within five business days of this ffling. 

Phone: 605-n3-3705 Fax: 605-n3-3809 

ELECTRIC 

EUM04 In the..._. af tlle FDlng by MidAmerican Energy Company for AppN,val af a N9w 8trNt 
Ughtlltg Service. 

MidAmerican Ene,gy Company is filing to r9Yile ttr.e South Dakota Electric Tariff No. to include a price code 
for a 100 •Ill High Pre11ure Sodium Vidal ial, style ftberglaa pole street light. 

Staff Analylt: Keilh Senger 
Si.« MIDmey: Karen Cremer 
0.. Fled: 04/21199 
lnteMlntion Oeaclr.le: 05/07199 

TELECOIIIIUNICATIONS 

TCII 030 In the llaU8t of the FCC Order Eatabllahlng New Deadlines for Im~ of 
lntral.ATA Dtallng Parity by Local Exchange C.ffNl'S. 

The folowtng local exchange canierl have filed lntralA TA Dialing Parity Implementation Plans: Heartland 
Telecomnu1icatio Company of Iowa on April 20, 1999; Accent Communicationa, Inc. on April 20, 1999, is 
requalting Commission approval to aend out carrier notification letterG in advance °' final Commiuion action 
on .. proposed plan, carrier notificationa c::ompleted by June 1, 1999; Splllock Propeltiea, Inc. on April 21, 
1899, ii requesting Commission approval to send out can1er notification letb!N'S in advance of final Commission 
action on lhe proposed plan. carrier notifications c::ompleted by Jooe 1, 1999; Jefferlon Telaphone Company on 
Aprl 21, 1999, is requesting Commission approval to MIid out carrier notific:ation ...... in advance of lnal 
Cofflinl11fon adion on the proposed plan. carrier notificationa complaed by May 10, 1999; Venture 
Commlnclltionl, Inc. on April 21, 1999, is requesting Coftlmiaion appn,val to eend cu carrier notific:ation 
lealf'8 in advance of final Cornmiaion action on the proposed plan, carrier notificationa c::ompleted by Jw,e 1, 
1999; Hanlon County Telephone Company on April 21, 1999, is requesting CommiNion approval to send out 
canter notific:ation letters in advance of al Commlsaion action on lhe proposed plan, carrier notificationt 
c::ompleted by June 1, 1999; H.- .on Communications, Inc. dlbla McCook Telecom on April 21, 1999, is 
requesting Commission approval to send out carrier notification letters in advance of final Commission action 
on the proposed plan. carrier notifications completed by June 1, 1999; VIVian Telephone Company dlbla 
Golden West Communications, Inc. on April 21 , 1999, is requesting Commission approval to send out carrier 
ncdcltion letters in advance of final Commission action on ht proposed plan, carrier notifications c::ompleted 
by June 1, 1999; Stockholm Strandburg Telephone Co. on April 22, 1999, is requesting Commission approval 
to eend cu carrier notification letters In advance of final Commission action on ttle pr ,posed plan, Cllf'rier 
notific:aliarll completed by June 1, 1999; AT&T Communicatians of lhe Midwest, Inc. ' "' April 22, 1999; Mtdco 
Communfcationl on April 22, 1999; Heartland Communications, Inc. on April 22, 1991,; Mcoridge 
t1l1CClfflll'Ulicat on April 22, 1999, is requesting Cornmiaion approval to send out carrier notification 
....,. in advance of final Ct>mmiAion action on the proposed plan, carrier notifications completed by June 1, 
1988; W'Nt River Telecomrnooications Cooperative on April 22, 1999, is requesting Commission approval to 



aend out carrier notification letterS in advance of final CommiNion action on the propoNd plan, carrier 
notificlltione completed by June 1, 1999; DakoCa T1l1commu11icatio1• Group, Inc., DTG Community T1l1p."lol•. 
Inc. and Dakota Telecom, Inc. on April 22, 1999; Stateline Tele cxmmunicatiol•. Inc. on April 22. 1999, is 
~•ting Commission approval to send out carrier notification letters in advance of final Commisliol, action 
on the propoeed plan, carrier notifications completed by June 1, 1999: and US WEST Communications, Inc. 
on April 22. 1999, "US WEST wil file a waiver wlh the FCC requesting an emosion of time to implement tol 
dilling parity in the folowlng three exchangea: McIntosh (605-273), Tnber Lake (605-al5), and Morristown 
(80S624). Thele ex<:hanges wen, the sclbjec:t of sale of exchanges wilh the Cheyeme River Tribe, and wil be 
converted at a laler date. Customers in these exchanges wil be notified separately to inform them of the 
extenlion of time and the implementation date.· 

Staff Analyst Hnln Best 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Conments Du&: 05l07/99 
Reply Comments Due: 05/17199 

The following local exchange carriers have completed conwnion to innl.ATA dialing parity: Fort Randal 
l1l1pN>ne Company on April 21, 1999; Mt. Rushmore Telephone Company on April 21, 1999; and 
CommChoic:e, ll.C on April 22, 1999. 

Tett-037 In the llatl8r of the Appllcdon of Long Dlst.an4» Anw1ca. Inc. for• Certifteale of 
Authority to Provide Telecommunlcatlons Services In South Dakota. 

Application by Long Oistanc::e America, Inc. for a certificate to provide 1+ and 101XXXX direct outbound dialing, 
800/888 tol free lnbotm dialing and travel card interexhange S8fVice on a resold basis. 

Staff Analyst Dave Jacobson 
Staff Attorney: Canuon Hoseck 
Date Fled: 04/15199 
Intervention Deadline: 05/07199 

TCll-831 

On April 15, 1999, th9 Commission receiYed an application by FON Digital Network. Inc. fOf' a Certificale of 
Authority to provide telecommunicati seMCeS in Soulh Dakota. FON Digital Network, Inc. is a reseller 
which Intends to offer 1+ and 101XX1JC dnd oulbound dialing, 800l888 toll-free inbound dialing, travel card 
and prepaid caling card se,vice. 

Staff Analyst Bob Knadle 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Flied: 04/15199 
Intervention Deadline: 05/07/99 

Tctt-039 In the llau.r of the Application of Concert Communications Sc ... LLC for a C..tillcata of 
Authority to Provide local Exchange Services In South Dakota. 

Concert Communications Sales LLC has filed a request for a Certificate of Authority to provide local 
telecommunications services on a rltS&le basis throughout South Dakota. They plan to provide local telephone 
NfVice, acc:eaa wvioe, private line. internet access wvice and data transmission services. 

Staff Analyst: Michele Farris 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
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Slaff~ Hllrtlln Bell 
Slal AIIDmey: Karen Cl8l'ner 
0... Fled: 04ID98 eon.,_. Due: OM>7a 
Replr ca, .... Due: 05/17,. 

TCII .. I 

KtlwllNC Tnl1aaf'IICN• Compaay 1lecl II lnnl.ATA IDI dtllling l*ity implemer*lion plan and. puraant to 
ARIO 20;10:32:39 and 47 U.S.C. 251(t)(2), a petiDI for .,..llic>n and modllcliliCII, ol ._~for 
tqlt •••iii ir'*al.ATA clllng paly ldl Sel*nlber 19, 1888. Ka111bec 1i11haaf'IICN• Cal, .... ., Im,_., 
111ft ft af .. tr1lom .-at. Ina i II II din .. ..,11111 . Kel111bec li11Jpta• ec.....,.,.--. 
iHplllMi I lbii af ir*al.ATA clllng paly in~---. and Pr9wtlo a1t pat ant paCII af la irt..,,_llllkM, af 
11'1111t.ATA ..... aa:111 far .. Kaw--. and Plwto tlllidlll1191S al l\e Scuh D*D Nllwa'1t ..ectt in Sioux 
Fa 111a lmpllo•alalc af Kt11 .... li1t •• ~ clllng paily plan begin before .. FCC 
Nl1111 d la Oldlr in CC Doclat No. --. Onllr' adoC,1lad lllln:ti 19 a-:d I r I 1111 d Mardi 23. 1M, FCC 99-64. 

Staff Mfllt/fk. Hartin .. 
... Alofnllr: KalWI Cremar 
a. Flad: 04/21,. 
eomm.a Due: osm• 
Reply COi,., .... Due: 05/17,. 

TCIIOM ln .. X A of .. A,;I M•ofROST.lllc.flll'aC.MeteofAdlMllWIDPtowlill8 
T1t1ca 1 11tr •-•••lc•la .... D1t da. 

~ ~ ROST, Inc. for a Celtllcll9 cf Al.elority to prowide ta•1111ate Ti11t1 cc..111uwc:aliol• SeMcN in 
Saulh Dakota. ROST, Inc. prapa 111 a8lr ••11111111t. illlllecd•.ge 1+ and 101XXXX ocllbow,d, 800l888 
inbound, travel card and piepllid card~ in &uh Oalmla. 

Staff Analyat: Dave Jacobeon 
Staff Anomey: camron How* 
0... Fled: 04/21199 
flllllWNllcll, D 11 llb•: 05l07199 

TCllltl 

On April 21, 1988, .. Commi11ian recaiued an ~ation ~ OSlnel Communications, LLC for a Ceftt.1cae cl 
Aullaltly to provide ...aid and fa a · 111 b• Id local exdllll.ge and inlerexchange wYic::ea lo subscrbn 
throughout the ..... of Saulh Ollkala. rn.rt,. DSl.nel i .... to provide dat.a transmiSlion services only. 

Sllff Analyst Bob Knadle 
Slaff AIIDmey: Karwl Creme, 
Dale flld: 04/21/99 
llawndan ONcli•: 05l07199 
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Y'!1111 m Tll1phooe Company tied b innl.ATA tol dieing ~.lity impleme11tation plan and, pursuant to ARSO 
20:10-..32:38 and ,1 u.s.c. 251(1)(2), a pelilicwl for ....,.W.on and modification of the requirement for 
inpllmaiA.g irnl.ATA dilling paity unlll 5-~ 15. 1999. Western Telephone Company has flMer ttwl 
8 af .. tl1tf an's subecribel linN ii• I 7 I If in th&~.-. •Nestem Telephone Comp1111y aeeb .. 
...,...,., and modification becal- al lli9 lime .._,.illlb• are ongoing and no decilion has yet been 
..... ...,.dit.g ....... or nat nnil.ATA equal ace 111 .. be provided by South Dakota NelWOfk -
c:a•lliwd equal ace 111. or, I WI .a, m lil11;:J101• Comp•ny wil make the requilile changee to provide 
aml.ATA dilling paity from la end olica II is '8d1icaly naasible and, hence, lrlCOnliltent wilh the pubic 
illll 11t. to IWt1 this decilir:N, and,, .... ,,....._ 1t I mative by Jeiy 22, 1999, the dwline acx:on:11.g to (lhe 
FCC Cllder in CC Oocut No. 98-88, Order adrJf*d March 19 and reteasecl Mwdl 23, 1999,J FCC 99-64.• 
WI 11 ... lil I I pi'IOl.e Compaay aa,iibed • ca• aized inlraLA TA equal ac..iess plan. 

Stiff Analyst Harlan Best 
Slallf Momey: Karen Cremer 
a. 04/21/99 
eomm.a Due: 05l07199 
RalJly Comments Due: 05/17/99 

1CIIMM7 In the ....., of the Fling by Beresford llunlclpal Telephone Company for ApprCMII of 
OiaUng Partty ltnplelneialbi Plan and PetltkM for S.....,...,,. and llodHlcatloft of 
Dlallng Parity. 

Bereefold Municipal Telephol ae Compat ay filed ils inlrlllA TA tol dialing parity implementation plan and, 
pursuant w ARSO 20: 10:32:39 and 47 U.S.C. 251(1)(2), a petition for~ and modification of the 
requirement for implemelltil.g irnlA TA dilling paty tn1 Seplember 15, 1999. 8ef9sb'd Mooicipal 
Telephone Company has few ttwl 2Ya af 118 Nation'• subeaiber lines inltaled In the aggregate. "Beresford 
Municipal Telephone Company Neka the ........ and modification because at this time negotiationl are 
ongoing and no decision ha yet been reached rega.cli.g whelt.er or not intralA TA equal ace 1111 wil be 
provided by South Dakola Nelwofk a ce.•alimd equal KCNI. or. if Beresford Municipal 'f:1l11phone Company 
wil make the f'8qUisite changes to pn,vide irnl.ATA dialing parity from ils end officea. It ii tech.,ic:aly 
infeasible and, hence, inc:onlillent wilh the public inter'8at. to reach this decision and implement either' 
alern6e by JtAy 22. 1999, the deacline according to (the FCC order in CC Docket No. 96-98, Ofdel' adopted 
tAarch 19 and released March 23, 1999,) FCC 99-54.• Beresfofd Municipal Telephone Company submitted a 
ce.•llized intral.ATA equal access plan. 

SUff Analyst Ha.'1an Best 
Staff Mtomey: Karon Cremer 
Dae Fled: 04/21199 
ComnMNa Due: 05/07/99 
Reply Comments Due: 05/17/99 

Yo;, tn..'"'Y receive thla Hating and other PUC publications via our website or via lfflllr'Mt •maU. 
You may subscribe or unaubscribe to the PUC malling Hata at http://MN•.state.ad.uslpuc/ 
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So«t4 'Dabta 
Puhli~ Utilities Uommission 

May 7, 1999 

Mr. Bil Bulard 
so Public Utilities Conwnissiot1 
500 East Capital Avenue 
Pierre, SO 57501 

RE: Comrnents or, Doc:lcets TC99-030, TC99-041 
048, and TC99 047 

OeP.r Mr. Bulard: 

TC99-043,TC99-

Enclosed are an oaigial and 10 copi111 of Sllffs Comments on lnlralA TA Toi 
Dialing Parity Plans Ngliiding ._ above uafal•IC8d doculs. Pie 1111 fie the9e in 
the appropa· 11 dodat 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILmES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FCC ORDER ) 
ESTABI ISHING NEW DEADLINES FOR ) 

Pl.EIIENTATION OF INTRALATA DIALING ) 
PARITY BY LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIERS ) 

) 
) 

STAFF COMMENTS ON 
INTRALATA TOLL 00\UNG 

PARITY PLANS 
TC99-030;TC99-041;"11:~ 

TC99-CM3; TC99-CM6; 
TC99-047 

On March 23, 1999, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued an 
order establishing new deadlines for implementation of intral.ATA dialing parity by local 
exchange carriers (LECs). fn the Matters of Implementation of the Lccal Cocm>eti1wo 
PeoYiskm of the Jelecommunicati<>os Act of 1996: Petitim of Southwestern een 
Telephone Corram, pacffic .BeH, and Nevada BeH tor EJCwditad DaclQtoot Ruling on 
Interstate lntralATA Ton Dialing en or. io the Altemative, y.;ous Other Relief. cc 
Ood<et No. 96-98, FCC 99-54 (releasod March 23, 1999). The Ofdef" states that 1n]o later 

April 22, 1999, all LECs must file intralATA toll dialing parity plans with the state 
regulatory cx,mmission for each state in which the LEC provides telephone exchange 
service if a plan has not yet been filed with such state commission. Once a state 
commission has approved a plan, the LEC must implement its plan no later than 30 days 
after the date on which the plan is approved." Id. at ,r 7. If the state commission has not 
acted on the P,an by June 22. 1999, the LEC must file the plan with the Common Carrier · 
Bureau of the FCC. kt. 

At its March 30, 1999, meeting, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
opened a docket in order to review intralATA toll dialing plans and established a 
procedural schedule that would allow other parties to file written comment on the LECs' 
intraLATA toll dialing plans. No parties objected to this proposal. At its April 1, 1999, 
meeting, the Commission issued guidelines for LECs to follow when developing their 
intralATA toll dialing plans. On the issue of cost recovery, the Commission decided that 
if a LEC believes that it needs cost recovery, the LEC should file for cost recovery in a 
separate proceeding befote the Col'ftmission in accordance with FCC rutes. 

On April 23, 1999, the Commission faxed notice that the foll<Ming companies had 
filed intraLATA toll dialing patty plans: Heartland Telecommunications Company of Iowa 
on April 20, 1999; Accent Communications, Inc. on April 20, 1999; Splitrock Properties, 
Inc. on April 21, 1999; Jefferson Telephone Company on April 21, 1999; Venture 
Comnulications, Inc. oo April 21, 1999; Hanson COl.l'lty Telephone Company on April 21, 
1999; Hanson Communications, Inc. dlb/a McCook Telecom on April 21, 1999; Vivian 
Telephone Company d/b/a Golden West Communications, Inc. oo April 21, 1999; 
Stockholm Strandburg Telephone Co. on April 22, 1999; AT&T Communications of the 
Midwest, Inc. on April 22. 1999; Midco Comnuiications on April 22, 1999; Heartland 
Comnuiialtions, Inc. on April 22. 1999; Mob idge Telecommunications on April 22, 1999; 
West River Telecommunications Cooperat.ive on April 22, 1999; Dakota 
Telecomnulicatio Gra.4>, Inc., DTG Community Telephone, Inc. and )akota Telecom, 
Inc. on April 22. 1999; Stateline Telecx>fnmunications. Inc. on April 22, 1999: and US 
WEST Communications, Inc. on April 22. 1999. 



The following local exchange carriers notified the Commission that they have 
completed conversion to intraLATA dialing parity: Fort Randall Telephone Company on 
April 21,1999; Mt. Rushmore Telephone Company on April 21, 1999; CommChoice, LLC 
on April 22, 1999; and Kadoka on April 26, 1999. 

Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative, Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. 
Consolidated Telephone Cooperativt! and Consolidated Telcom, Inc. formerly known as 
CTC Camulications, Inc. petitioned the Commission for a suspension and modification 
ct the requirement for implementation of intraLA TA dialing parity in its S8fVice areas until 
June 30, 2000. 

Kemebec Telephone Company fiitld its intral.A TA tel diatin;j parity implemet ,talion 
plan and, pursuant to ARSD 20:10:32:39 and 47 U.S.C. 251(f)(2), a petitioned for 
suspension and modification C'Athe requirement for implementing "1tral.ATA dialing parity 
until September 19, 1999. 

Western Telephone Company filed its intralATA toll diaiing parity implementation 
plan Sld, pnuant to ARSO 20:10:32:39 and 47 U.S.C. 251(f)(2). a petition for suspension 
and modificatioo of the requirement for implementing intraLATA dialing parity until 
September 15, 1999. 

Beresford Mt.licipal Telephone Company filed its intraLATA toil dialing parity 
implementation plan and, pursuant to ARSD 20:10:32:39 and 47 U.S.C. 251(f)(2), a 
pe, tion for suspension and modification of the requirement fof implementing intraLA TA 
dialing parity l.ntil September 15, 1999. 

COMMISSION STAFF'S RECOMMENDATION 

Commission Staff has reviewed the toll dialing parity plans filed by the 
aforementioned companies utilizing the guidelines as established by the Commission in 
its April 1, 1999, order. Staff then categorized the companies and will make its 
recommendations using these categories. 

SON COMPANIES 

Heartland Comnulications Inc., Accent Cormulications, Inc., Splitrock Properties, 
Inc .• Venture Comnulications, Inc .• Hanson County Telephone Company, Hanson 
Communications, Inc. d/b/a McCook Telecom, Stockholm Strandburg Telephone Co .• 
Mobridge Telecommunications, Stateline Telecommunications, Inc., Vivian Telephone 
Company d/b/a Golden West Cornnutications, Inc. all requested Commission approval 
to send out its carrier notification letters in advance of final Commission action on the 
proposed plan with the carrier notifications CMlpleted by June 1, 1999. Staff would 
recommend that the Commission grant the companies approval to SMd out Its 
carrier notification...._ (Appendix A and B) in advance of final Commission action 
on the proposed plan. Staff would further recommend that the language in the 
custorw notification letter (Appendix C) be amended to state that the customer. ff 
they choose to change their intraLA TA long distance carrier. directly contact tho 
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long dista111c:e company lhllt they have chosen in order to initiate that change with 
the LEC. This will not only allolt the aJSlornel to pick a plal that best suits their needs but 
it will ensure that a LOA is pocessed or that third-party verification will OCCU'. 

Staff would lllso ntCOIIW-ld that Accent Conwna.ncatio: tnc.•a ID Its 
customers (Appendix C) lncl111de a ti I t ment that after the 60 day grace period has 
.........._ lllt .... wll beactagatDdangecantera and the ..._.should RIIII ._ 
amount of .. chalge. 

Hw1IIIIICI Conanunicaliana Inc. cld not file a customer letter (Appendix C) 
that was COlltpMJ apeclfic. 8tllff would recommend that the company file such a 
...... ...... tlnll .... owal ~-- plan. 

JeffelS01, Tial1SJ001• ea,.-. has filed an amendment to its ptar, asking that its 
ca,ier rdfcltior1 IIIDar' be appo.ed no later than May 14, 1999. Slaff would 
NCOl••••IICI approval of this .... ldmeut. 

Staff wa"1d note that none c:A the efaremeru1ned a,mpanies addressed the issue 
of pay phones in their plans and Staff would rec:o1,a11111C1 that ttwy anend their fling 
ID addim this issue. 

END OFFICE 

Dakota Telecomnulication Group, Inc., OTG Comnu,ity Telephone, Inc. and 
Dakota Telecom, Inc. and West River Teleoomnuwcations Cooperative raquested 

. . Commission approval to send out its canier notification letters in advaa of final· 
Commission action on the proposed plan. Staff would rwc:on.nwtd that the 

~ ' Con11181ion anllt the co., ...... approval to Nnd out Its c:arriecnoliflcllllon ..... 
: (~ldlx A for boCh ~It and also Appendix B for West River) In advllnca of 

.final Commitllion lldlon on the propaee d plan. Staff would further recommend thll 
the language In the customer nollllcatlon letter be amended ID stllla that the 
customer. If they choose ID change their lnlnll.ATA long distance Cllh'ler. dlledly 
contact the long...._ .. coaupaay that they ,... choten In onlar to illlli.ate that 
chmge with the LEC. This will not only all-lw the customer to pick a plan that best suits 
their needs but it wilt erm.n that a LOA is processed or that third-party verification will 
<>CCU'. 

Staff would note that neitta cl the ala ema m 18d companies addressed the issue 
of pay phones in their plans and Staff would recommend that they amend their filing 
ID address this issue. 

US WEST 

U S WEST COOVYUlications, Inc. requested Commission approval to send out its 
carrier notification letters in advance of final Commission action on the proposed plan. 
Smlf would recC>lmaend that the Commission grant the company approval ID send 
out Its canier notlflr.ation in advance of final Commission action on the 
proposed plan. 
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U S WEST has stated in its filing thal it will file a wai''9r with the FCC requesting 
an extension of time to implement ton dialing parity in the Mcintosh. rmbef Lake and 
Mouistown e,cr.hauges. According to the Commission's order setting forth the guidelines 
to be rolbwed. U S WEST is to describe how it will offer dialing parity for each exchange 
and its poposed time schecUe. U S WEST has not listed its exchanges nor has its asked 
this Commission for a waiver to exta Id the time to mplement toll dialing parity in the 
Mell *>II\ Tm:a Lake, and Morristown exchanges. Staff recommends that U S WEST 
1st the exchlngN indlvidullly with the NXX provided so that carriers know which 
ac11111.-.. indllded and tlllit us WESra 1DI drlng parity plan be ar.,u.11 ID al 
its adlanges within the ...... 

In u s wesrs customer notification 1et1ar (Exhibit A). us WEST requires the 
amen• kl m llad U S WEST to remove the "pie fraaza• ~ to salecti119 an nral.ATA 
carrier if it is a carrier other than U S WEST. Since lhis is the first time a aJStomar can 
select an intral.A TA carrier there shoukj be no "freeze" associated with intral.A TA long 
distance. Slaff would nM:OallMd that U S WEST be required to remove this 
parag.lltih from itle cusnner letter. 

When taking orders from new OI axistillg customers u s WEST prq:oses to 
19Sp01 Id to a a,sn,ws raqi l8St tor futll!r i lfcnnation as to u s wesrs toll prodl acts and 
sarvicas. that time. Staff would ....... Id that should • C\.tomer request further 
lnfonnlltion • ID U S WES'ra tall products and wvices that the customer be 
11•.rened to US WESr. ........,..._ ....... ltatives. 

U S WESTs plan allows a,saaas t> dl8I age their intralA TA carrier one time free 
of charge cuing the first 30 days following iq)lelnel 1tation. Staff would recomrnend 
that lhe grace period be a minimum of 80 days. This would allow the customer to 
l'8C8Mt at least one biH from the intral.A TA carrier. 

U S WEST is requesting that MTS be classified as fully competitive effective July 
22. 1999. Slaff would recoa••••ld denial of this ntqUeSt. Such a request should be 
considered in a sepa ate '*>ck8t. 

Staffwould IIN.Ollililild thllAT&T make a full disclosure to new and existing 
customers that If tlwy do not inclcala a preference for an alternate canter, that the 
customer's tndlic wiU by default go to AT&T. Staff would also recommend that 
AT&T remove from the c:ustDma· ...._ (&hibit 1) the requirement that the customer 
who wishes to change carriers, that they contact AT& rs business office first. 

Staff would reconwnend that the language in the customer notification letter 
(Exhibit 1) be amended to state that the customer, if they choose to change their 
lntralATA long distance carrier, dintdly contact the long distance company that 
they have chosen in order to initiate that change with the LEC. The letter should 
include a list d long distance providers to choose from and their toll free numbers 
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ao that the customer can cont.act the long distance companies. This will not only 
allow the aJStomer to pick a plan that best suits their needs but it will ensure that a LOA 
is processed or that thirdi)arty verification will occur. 

Staffwould note that AT&T did not address the issue of pay phones in its plan and 
Staff would recommend that it amend its filing to address this issue. 

MIQCO 

Stiff would recoem11nd that the CUlbner notification letter (Exhibit A) be re­
wnllllfl to be "mote CUlltDmer Mencl(' and less tedilk:al. The letter should have the 
customer dlredly contact the long distance company and should Include a ll•t of 
long distance providers to choose from and their toll free numbers so that the a....., can c:acw:t the long clstlllace comp1111ies and decide which rate plan best 
allta their n11 ds. This will enswe that a LOA is processed or that third-party verification 
wiU occur. Also Mldco should be definitive as to whether or not there will be a PIC 
dulrge. 

Staff woud note thal Midco did rot addlass the issue of pay phones in its plan and 
· Saff would recommend that It amend its filing to address this Issue. 

FOREIGN 

I learttand Telecomnulicatio Company of Iowa filed its plan without includir.g its 
exchanges and NXX numbers, carrier notificatjon letter, and a.,stomer notification letter . 

. Staff would recon•11111d that these documents be flied before final approval of the 
plan. 

Staff would "'*9 that Heartland did not address the issue of pay phones in its plan 
and Slaffwould nteon'lffl8lld that It amend 11s filing to address this Issue. 

SUSPENSION AND MODIFICATION 

Dickey RlW'al Tefep"'lone Cooperative, Dickey R&Xal Comrrulications, Inc., 
Consolidated Tel~ Cooperative and C'..onsolidated Telmm, Inc. formerty known as 
CTC Cornnu1ications, Inc., Kemebec Telephone Company, Western Telephone 
Company, and Beresford Mlncipal Telephone Company all filed their toll dialing parity 
plans requesting • aspension and modification of its plan. 

Dickey Rooll Telephone Cot>perative, Dickey Rural Communications, Inc., 
Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and Consolidated Telconl, Inc. formerly known as 
CTC Comnulications, Inc. state that suspension and modification are necessary to avoid 
ir1'l)OSing requirements that lSlduty economically burdensome and infeasible, and that 
suspension and modification are consistent with the public interest, convenience and 
necessity. Staff wourd reconmmld denial of suspension and modlflcation as Dickey 
Rural Telephone Cooperative, Dickey Rural Conmunications, Inc., Consolidated 
Telephone Cooperative and Consolidated Telcorn, klc. fonnerty known as CTC 
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Comnanc:ations, Inc. cld not prove in its fling th.It proviclng intralA TA toll dialing 
parity requires suspension and rnodfflc:ation and require the companies to file 
intraLATA toll dialing parity plans consJstent with the Cotmlission's prior orders. 

Kennebec Telephone Company began implementing intraLATA dialing parity in 
conjunction with its implementation of interlATA dialing parity the day before the FCC 
issued its order ord81i1g LEC's to i11)1emert nral.ATA toll dialing parity. Kennebec states 
in its petition that to alter the plan already in process would be unduly economically 
burdensome. technically infeasible, and inconsistent with public interest. Staff would 
recommend that ar••111 approval of Kemebec's petition for suspension and 
moclftcation until Se ........ '!I, 1199. 

Western Talapho, 18 Company and Beresford Mw1icipal Telephone Company filed 
their intral.A TA toll dialing parity plans r&ql 18Sting suspension and modification due to 
ongoing negotiatia as and no decisicl IS being reached raga di ag whether or not inlralA TA 
dialing parity will be provided by SON as centralized equal aocea or if it will be provtded 
from its end offials. Staff would NCOIIWll8IICl gr•6ag llflPoval of W11tam•s petidon 
for suspemion and moclfkllllon until Sepmmber 15, 1999. Staff would further 
recommend that the language in the customer notif.calion leaer (Appelldlx C) be 
~ to stat8 that the alStarr•, If they choose m chllllage their inlnll.ATA long 
distance carrier, c:lr9dly contact the long clstance company that they have chasen 
In order to Initiate that change with the LEC. This will not only allow the customer to 
pick a plan that best suits their needs but it will en&re that a LOA is processed or that 
third-party verification wiU ocax. 

Staff 'M>l.lld naee that none of the aforementioned companies, with the exception of 
Keri l8bec. addlassed the issue of pay phones in their plans and Staff would recommend 
that they amend their filing to address this issue. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Valley Cable & Satellite Communications, Inc. sent a copy of a amomar letter to 
the Convnission on March 26, 1999. Sancom. Inc. sent the Commission a copy of its 
carrier letter an April 1, 1999. Slaff would recommend that the companies file a !etter 
with the Coi111inlon co.a.""•ning ttllt they offer lnlnl.ATA toll elating parity and the 
date of such offering. 

NON:BESPONPENTS 

Staff would note that the following LE Cs did not file any plans with the Convnission: 

1. Farmers Mutual Telephone Cooperative, Ellendale NO 
2. GTE of Mjmesota, Mil ueapolis, MN 
3. Great Plains Comnuiications, Blair, NE 
4. RT Commt.nications, Inc., Worland WY 
5. Red River Telecom, Inc., Abetaombie. NO 
6. Three River Teleco, Lynch, NE 



7. U S WEST Comnu'lications d Iowa 
8. U S WEST Comnu1k:atiolas d Neblaska 
9. U S WEST COf1'l1Ulicatio d Minnesota 
10. Valley Telephone Company, Browns Valley, MN 
11 . NebCom. Inc. Jackson, NE 
12. Baltic Telecom Coopaative, Baltic, SD 
13. Brookings ML.ncipal Utilities. Brookings, so 
14. 111181stale Telephone Cooperative, Clear Lake, SD 
15. James v-., Coopeeative Telephone, Groton, SD 
16. McCCD Coopaative Telephone Coq,any, Salem, SD 
17. Mii.aae Telephone Company, IOmb8'1, SO 
18. Salbom Talaphorm Coopaative, Woonsocket. SD 
19. Sioux v.., Tialapum Company, Dell Rapids SD 
20. Splitroc:k Tialaoom Coopecative, Inc., Garetson.SD 
21. ~liala;Aweao,.ative, H9ffl(>le, SD 
22. T~ Mulual Telephone Coq>81ay, Emery, SD 
23. Valley Telecomrrancations Cooperative, Herreid, SO 
24. Golden West Talecamnulicatioas Cooperative, Inc., Wall, SO 
25. West River Coq)etative Tataphone Company, Bison, SD 
26. ~• •• River Sioux Tri>e Telephone Authority, Eagle Butte, SD 
27. Alias Comrrulications, Ltd., Oerwer, co 
28. Black Hills Fi>a'Com, LLC, Rapid City, SO 
29. Crystal Comnulications, Inc., Mankato, MN 
30. Dakota TelecormulC8tiolas, Inc., Irene, SD 
31 . Easton Telecom Services, Inc., Richfield, OH 
32. Eclipse Cornnu1icatians Corponltion, Issaquah, WA 
33. Excal T ala co111nunic:atial as. Inc., Dallas, TX 
34. F.O.S.O. Rapid City, Inc., Rapid City, SD 
35. FiberComrn. LC., LaMars, IA 
36. FnTel, Snc., Sioux Fall, SD 
37'. GLD, Grcq, Long Distance, Inc.. Fort l..alderdale, FL 
38. LCI l11tamational Telecom Corponltion, Mclean, VA 
39. LDM Systems, Inc., New City, NY 
40. MClmelroAa:ess T1a1srnissicr, Services, Inc., Vienna, VA 
41. Mel eodUSA TelaCOffll,U'ticaoollS Services, Inc., Cedar Rapids, IA 
42. Northern Valley Comnu'lications, LLC., Bach, SD 
43. PAM Oil Inc. dlbla PAM Comnulications, Sioux Falls, SD 
44. 0.anteico, Inc., Peart River, NY 
45. Sioux Falls Cable Te'.wsion, Sioux Falls, SD 
46. Sprint Comnulic&tions Company LP .. Kansas City, MO 
47. Starting International Flnfing, Inc. d/b/a Reconex, Hubbard, 0"-
48. Tek:o Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Dial & Save, Chantilly, VA 
49 Tvl-Save, Inc. dlbla The Phone Company, Inc., New Hope, PA 
50. WortdCom Technologies, Jackson, MS 
51 . Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company, Hartford, SD 
52. RC Convnunications, Inc., New Effington, SO 
53. E&!'t Plains Telecom, Inc., Baltic, SD 
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54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 

Slaff would 1WC011a1•NI that - campanles file a ...._ ~ the 
Cona,liaaon stating the da thlt lt began affw•ag lnlral..ATA tal d1I ag parity In 
Soultl Dakota. 

Daled this 7th day d May, 1999. 

~&- ~ E. Cremer 
Altomey 

&uh Dakota Public Utilities Conmission 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501 
Telepho, 18 (605) n3-3201 
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1C 

Consolidated 
Reach the World, from here. 

June2.1888 

PIMc Ulltiel Como, 111 ion 
.... rl 8aull Dllkala 
SIiia Caplal Buldlng 
500 Ellt Caplat Avenue 
Plemt, Soultl Dlllcm 57501.«)70 

R9: Dlllng Partly , .......... 

Dec Commi11lanera: 

The North Dakota Pubic SeMce Commilaion has ac:heduled a I tearing for June 15, 
19Q9 al 9:00 A.II. on "'Dialing Parity'. ConlOlidated Telcom, Inc. fonnaly ........ llllt 
the so Pubic UllitiN Coffll,illion miror .. dedlion that ii hllided dawn bf ... N) 
P$C at ttliG ffllNltirtg. 

The majority of CU CUlblilll'I and al d CU dill equipment are lac 11 Id In Nedi DIida. 
It IIOUld be 8 ,_ berllllt 1D cu ~ and cu a.lllol1Wa I ttle COIMllian ID 
ln1nlLm Dillng Plllly could be done. the....,. time. 

The falcMir1g ma::hanga wwa boll North Dakota and Scuh Olkata c:um11me 

1,235 101 

Coneoldalad Tek:om, Inc. IIDllita to the SD Public UtilliN COlt111 l11lan a capr of cu 
Oillng lmplemelllaltk>i, Plan and Pelitiol, for &..,.Ilion and ModlllcllDI, AftldNt .. 
wll be flied wiltl the ND Pubic &nica Corr.nlillion for the .kne 15, 1888 I 11mt11g. 

If you have llltf'/ queltio.-. or need more Wormation. pleae contact us. 

Ttwlk you for yoAI CC>nlideratio(1 of this request. 



PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

Consolidated Telcorn,. Inc. Case No. PU-2013-89,.208 
DIALING PARITY IMPLEMENTATION 

AFFIDAVIT 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) 
<' )u, 

COUNTY OF ..=:!:..M.._~ ___ ) 

L Dan Wilhelmson affilms the folbmg statement of facts, In support of 
Conlolidated Telcom, Inc. ·s OiaAng Parity lmplemel ,talion Plan and Petition for Suspension 
and Modification filed In conjunction wilh other local exchange carriers as the Rural 
Telephone Company Group (RTCG). under Section 251 of the Communications Ad of 
1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Ad of 1996 (the Ad). 

(Consolidated T*°'11, nc. is sometimes referred to in this affidavit as ihls Rural 
Taephone Company- or P.S "this Coq>eny. ·, 

1. This Rural TalaplOne Company has fewer than 2 percent of the Nation's subscnber 
lines lnstaled in h aggregate nationwide and quaflfies for a suspension or 
modification of the requnments of Section 251(b)(3) of the Ad. 

2. Consolidatad T elcom, Inc. provides telephone exchange sefVice in..iudlng exchange 
access in the folowing exchange areas In North Dakota: 

Iotal Accau Lines 

4,608 

Exd)ange Prefix/Name 

523BcMman 
567 Hettinger 
764 Killdeer 
824 Mott 
579 New England 

(ThtS number of access lin as listed Is taken from the most rettable and recent 
a>mpllation, the North Dakota Telephone Aasociatlon 1998-99 Directory of North 
Dakota Telephone Companies.) 

3. This Rural T,lephone Company presendy provides dialing parily to 
teleoomrftJnica carriers that are providers of lnterlA TA telephone toll service. 

1 



4. This Company does not presently provide dialing parity to telecommunications 
carriers that are providers of intraLA TA telephone toll service. No provider of 
intraLATA telephone toll service has requested dial!ng parity from this Company for 
intraLATA calling during the period from February 8, 1996 (the date of enactment 
of the Act) to the present. 

5. Th!s Company presently has Installed central office equipment rhardware" and 
·sottware·) that is capable of providing lntraLA TA dialing parity in addition to 
lnterlATA dialing parity including "full 2-PIC" features so that subscribers would 
have the ability by 1 + dialing to route automatically their Intra LA TA and lnterLA TA 
toll calls to different carriers. 

6. This Company Is capable of admin stering the Implementation of intraLA TA toll 
dialing parity. However, ft is Company's resources, lnduding human resources, are 
limited so that it Is unduly economlcaJly burdensome and technically Infeasible for 
this Company to Implement lntraLA TA tolt dialing parity (including establishing and 
acoompllshlng procedures for notffication of subscribers and methods to enable 
subscribers to affirmativaly select an lntralATA toll provider, and for lnterexchange 
carrier notification) within the July 22, 1999, deadline established by the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

7. This Company's access rates were established by contrad approved by the 
Commission. effective through Ju'le, 2001. (See Order In Case No. PU-314-94-
688.) It is infeasible to convnence and complete before July 22, 1999, the financial 
analysis and related procedures (Including filing with the Commission and 
establishing pror..edures for billing and coUecting compensation for access services), 
to establish a s;atem of compensation that Is compatible with a dialing parity/equal 
access environment. 

8. AB stated above, this Company does not presently provide dialing parity to 
telecommunications carriers that are providers of lntralATA telaphone toll service 
and no provider of intralA TA telephone toll service MS requested dialing parity from 
this Company for lntralATA dialing parity. In aJdltlon, this Company has received 
from Ut1 West.. the incumbent 1 + default carrier of last resort providing intraLA TA 
tol service to subscribers in this Company's local exchange area. , a letter stating 
US West • . . . has decided to wtUldraw from the toll market In Ill : Pndependent 
local exchange carrier) aorving areas effective with tha lmplementat.on of intraLA TA 
equal access or by July 22, 1999, whichever Is eartier." 

9. In these factual cirwmstances, it is consistent with the public oonvenlence and 
necessity that the reQ'Jirament for iq>lementation of intralA TA dialing parity In this 
Company's local exchange area be SUSP£·nded and modified. 
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The affiant is the general manager of Consolidated Telcom, Inc. and affinns the truth of the 
foregoing statement of facts based on his first-hand knowled e. 

DatedW!J~dayof '-Jc/N~, 1 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before rrr this 2e</)day ~ , 1999. 

/1.)~J:-~ 
Notary Public 

For the State of North Dakota 
My commission expires: 

WAU.ACE f. R08HAU 
_, NIii. ITAM COllflY. NO 
Mr ca ru:1111 -. M . 11. 200, 

3 



TC99-042 

Consolidated 
Reach the World,from here. 

June2.1999 

Ade Ulllill Commtak>n 
a.. d Soulh DakDla 
Sta Ceplol Buldlng 
500 e..t Caplol Averut 
Pierre, Soulh Dlk4ta 57501-so70 

Re: Oialng Parity lrnplemetation 

RECEIVED 
JUND 4 IQ9 

~~-
The North Dakala Public Serla Commtak>n ha IChedl.lled a ll11:ri11g for June 15, 
1999 at 9:00 A.M. on 9Dilllng Parilf. ConlG:idad Tele~ C<x,pe.ative formally 
....... that the so PIMc Ullltill Commiltian "*">rthe decil6ofl ttlllt ii handed down 
b'/ the ND PSC at 1h11 m1 ••111-

The fflljority d cu CUlb1W'I and II d cu dill equipment are localed In North Dakota. 
It would b t a ._.. ID cu CDfflPIIIY and cu CUltonwl If the conY8flion to 
....... Dillklg Parity could be done ........ time. 

The following ada'91S..,,,. boll North Dakota and 8aulh Dakota CUltlomers: 

CUllqlJ,n 
North P*A Scyh Prall 

53 
282 
421 

45 
73 
34 

Corwoldllld Tel1phol• Coop8nllM9 IUbmb to the SO Public Ullllia Commillial' a 
copy d CU Dialing lmplenMNation Plan and Pelliar, for Sulpenlion and Modlllcllan 
Affidavit that wll be filed . 1 the NO Pubic Service Cot,inlillior\ for the June 15, 1888 
lt111iug. 

If you have wrr, qtteltions or need more information, plNle COll'.-ct us. 

)10llr COi llicllr'aSion ,:A thil rwqunt. 

L. Din W'8elrnlon 
o. .. lianlglln'CEO 
CCNaaldlltld l'.1l1phone CcoperatNe 
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

Consolidated ·Telephone Cooparatlve ... ase No. PU-t19-89~7 
DIALING PARITY IMPLEMENTATION 

AFFDAVIT 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

COUHTY OF 5' TA(L ,L. 

) 
)u. 
) 

L Dan Wlhelmson affirms the folowing SUltement of fads, In support of 
Consoldaled T alapOOM Coopaative's Dialing Parity Implementation Plan and Petitic:Jn for 
Su1pension and Modification fled In conjunction wilh OCher local exchange carriers as the 
Rural Telephone~ Group (RTCG). under Section 251 of the Comnulications Ad 
of 1934 as amended by the Telecomrrunicati Ad. of 1996 (the Act). 

(Consolidated T 8lephone Cooperative Is sometimes referred In this affidavit as 
"tiia Rural Telephone Company" or as "ltw Company.1 

t. Thia Rural Telephone ~npany has fewer than 2 pen:alt of the Nation's •IIJecilbar 
lines instalad in the aggregate nationwide and qualifies for a 8Ull)8P.Slon or 
modification of the requirements of Section 251(bX3) of the Ad. 

2. Consoiidated Telephone Cooperative p,o-:ides telap.",one exchange l8IVice 
~ exc:t,ange in the following~ MW in North Dakota: 

Total Amm Liou 
3,i07 

1 

ExchanQe Pn]fix/Nama 
879Amibl 
846Dodge 
S48 Dunn Center 
863 Grassy Butte 
938 Haliday 
574 N. Ladd 
573Manning 
853 N. Reeder 
563Regent 
279Rhame 
974 Richardton 
275 N. Scranton 
6n South Heart 



(The number of access lines as listed is taken from the roost reliable and recent 
compilation, the North Dakota Telephone Association 1998-99 Directory of North 
Dakota Telephone Companies.) 

3. This Rural Telephone Comp,3ny presenUy provides dialing parity to 
telecommunications carriers that are providers of interlATA telephone toll service. 

4. This C..ompany does not presc,ntly provide dialing parity to telecommunications 
carriers that are providers of lntmLA TA telephone toll service. No provider of 
intralA TA telephone toll servict3 has requested dialing parity f,-om this Company fOC' 
intraLA TA calling during the period from Fobruary 8, 1996 (the date of enactment 
of the Act) to the presG,1t. 

5. This Company presently has installed central office equipment ("hardware and 
"software·) that ~ capable of providing lntraLA TA dialing parity in addition to 
lnterlA TA dialing parity including "full 2-Pic· features so that subsaibers would 
have the abffity by 1 v diaiing to route automatically their lotraLA 1 A and interlA TA 
tod calis to different earners. 

6. This Company is capable of administering Ule Implementation of intra LAT A toll 
dialing parity. However, this Companfs resouroas, including human resources, are 
limited so that it Is unduly economically burdensome and technically Infeasible for 
this Company to lmplE'ment lntraLA TA toll dialing parity (Including est&bllshlnp and 
accomplishing procedures for notification of subscribers and methoos to enable 
subscribers to affirmatively select an lntraLATA toll provider, and for lnterexchange 
carrier notification) !thin the July 22, 1999, deadline established by the Federal 
Communications Com lssion. 

7. As stated by the Cornmlssic,n in ib Det-~mber 15, 1992, Order In Casa No. f'U-
2320-90-183, the current system of compensation for origination and termination of 
lntraLATA toll calls (eaiabfisht'd by e,e Commission in Its ear1ier Cases No. 10,444 
and 10,694) is incompatlNe with 9 dialing parity/equal access envirol'ment. The 
Implementation of intra! • .'\ TA dla!l'lQ parity requires that tcJlly compensatory local 
exchange ar.cess rates be eDtabllshed to be effective when ir, 11LATA ton dialing 
parity Is implementoo. It is infeaaible to commence and comp Jtft before July 22, 
1999, the fln:mcial anaiysls end related procedures (including filing with the 
Commission and eatabl shlng procedures for blllinB and co ;t3~i ,g compensation for 
access servlcas) to establish a :.yslem of compensation that is compatible with a 
dialing parity/equal access environment. 

2 



8. As stated above, this Company does r,c,t presently provide dialing parity to 
telecommun:cations carriers that are providen; ::,f lntralA TA telephom~ toll service 
and no provider of intralA TA telephone toll service has requested dialing parity from 
th~ Company for fntraLATA dieiing parity. In addition, thi,; Company has received 
from US West, the incumbent 1 + default carrittr of last resort providing Intra LAT A 
toll service to subS<'-ribers in this Company·~ local exchange areas, a letter stating 
US Wes~ • ... has decided to withdraw from the toll market in ILEC [independent 
local exchange carrier] !lerving areas effective with the implementation of lntraLATA 
equal access or by Ju!y 22, 1999, whichever is ear1ier." 

9. In these factual circumstances, it is consistent with the public convenience and 
necessity that the requkement for implementation of ir,tralA TA dialing parity in this 
Company's local exc!,ange areas be suspended and modiflad. 

The afllant is the general manager of Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and affirms the 
truth of the foregoing statement of facis based on his first and knowledge. 

Dated this~ day oi Jtt Al C::.- , 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN lo before me this 2,r& day of~-

UJ ~~ J-. 
Notary Public; 

For the State of North Dakota 
My commission expires: 

WAU.Aef F. 1101HAU 
~ ,-. STAM COUITY. ND 
.. , Conwmabl EXP!rlt fel>. 17. 2001 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISS!ON 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE RUNG BY ) 
CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) 
AND ITS WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY, ) 
CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, INC., FORMERL V ) 
KNOWN AS CTC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
FOR APPROVAL OF PEIIIION FOR ) 
SUSPENSION AND MODIFICATION OF ) 
DIALING PARITY ) 

OROER GRANTING 
PETITION FOR 

SUSPENSION AND 
MODIFICATION IN PART 

TC91-042 

On April 20, 1999, Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and its Wholly Owned 
&bsidiary, Consolidated Tek:om, Inc. formerly known as CTC CCJrnmunications, Inc. filed 
for approval of their petition for suspension and modification of dialing parity. 
Coosolidaled Telephone Coopemtive and Consolidated Telcom, Inc.. each have fewer than 
2% d the nation's subsaiber lines ins1alled in the aggregate. Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 
251(f)(2), Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and Consolidated Telcom, Inc. petitioned 
the Canmission for a suspen ion ar.d modification of the requirement for implementation 
of intralATA dialing parity i its service areas until June 30, 2000. Consolidated 
Teiephone Cooperati\ ,~ and Consolidated Teloom, Inc. stated that 1tJ,e grounds for the 
petition are that suspension and modification are: a) necessary to avoid imposing 
requirements that are t.nduly economically bu'densome and infeasibfe, and b) consistent 
with the J)ltiic nerest. convenience and necessity. The compressed schedule mandated 
by the FCC's 1999 Order [CC Docket No. 96-98, Order adopted March 19 and relea88d 
March 23, 1999, FCC ~J is tudensome and infeasible for small LECs to develop and 
administer plans for timely notification of their SU>Saibei"S and int~ carriers 
regadiug Slaaibers' selection d nral..ATA toll providers, and for smaJ LECs to develop 
fuJly compensatory local exchange access rates to replace the curent arrangement." 

The CGfnmission requested c:anments on Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and 
Con,..olidated Telcom, lnc.'s petition for suspension and modification. Commiuion Staff 
recommended denying the petition. 

On Jule 4, 1999, Consolidated T~ephone Cooperativo and Consolidated Telcom, 
Inc. filed their petition for suspension &nd modification affidavit that they intended to file 
wilh the North Dakota Public Sarvice Commission (NDPSC) for a June 15, 1999, hearing 
before the NDPSC. The OOfl1)alies requested that the Commission consider mirroring the 
outcome d the NDPSC hearii,g. 

At ils June 22, 1999, mee ,ng, the Commission considered whether to grant the 
petition. The Commission has jLwisdidion a"8t this matter ptnUant to SDCL 49-31 ~ ano 
4fh31-81, ARSD 20:10:32:39, and the federal Tel9COfflmunicatioru. Ad of 1996, 
specifically§§ 251 ar 1252. Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and Consolidated 
Telcom, Inc. did not appear at the meeting. Commission S1aff informed the Commission 
that t.t-.e NDPSt,; had to delay its hearing until July so the NDPSC had not ruled oo the 



issue yet The Commission voted c.nanimously to grant Consolidated Telephone 
Cooperative aid ConsolidDd Telcom. a a,spe,ISion and rnodificaticw1 tnil September 
15, 1999. The Commission finds, pursu3nt to SDCL .C9-31-81 and w:tion 251(1)(2), the 
suspmsion and modification is nw.:eswy to avoi<1 imposing a requnmert that ia 
tecnnically ~ ~ Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and Consolidaled 
Telcom, Inc. have not yet t,egoo to ~ dialing parity peudiug the ruling on their 
petition for .. aspension and modific:atKin. The Conmission fw1her' finds that the 
!IUlp8nSion and modification is consist8nt with the pt.ti. intetest, tOrWenienc:e, and 
,-.sity. in making this datMniilation, the Commission notes that the s. aspension and 
mr,dificatiQn that it QI a lted is for a lhorter time period then requested by the companies. 
The Ca,1,ission finds that the CDn1J81 lies' reqi l8St for a suspenso, and ffli1dification t.ntil 
JI.S1e 30, 2000, was not ~ l8ltely justified by the companies. 

It is thei efoi e 

ORDERED, that Consolidated Telap.1008 Cooperative and Ca IIOlidad Telcarn, 
Inc .... gnned a suspension and modification of the ~ for ...,ne11ti11g 
inlrel.ATA dieting parity t.ntil September 15, 1999; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, bi Consotidaled Telephone Coopenltive aid Camofidated 
Telcom, Inc. shall a, a dirr ig parity iff1,lernentation plan consistent with the Commission 
orders i111 led in Docket TC99-030 and any applicable FCC orders. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 22nd day of June, 1999. 

C&Cii«:Aff GF-UICE 

n.w-.illlllad,_.,.ca.hllc. 
dee ........... ...., ......... d 
.-11111111111--. ............. ... 
Ill. 111J .._. • 1¥ 1111 dlla 11111. ii lllflP,lt, 
... 1 .. ct.,.. a.an.. 

-

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
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Co solidated 
Reach the World, from he1?.. 

South DakoCa Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol Building 
SOO East c.pitol A venue 
Pierre, South Dakota S7S01-S070 

RE: Dialing Parity Implementation 

Dear Commissionen: 

August S, 1999 

RECEIVED 
AUG O 9 t999 

S0UTHOAKOTAPU9UC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Comolidlted Telepoone Coopeaative and its subsidiary, Cousolidaled Te)com, 
Inc., S07 S. Main, Dif*:insoo, North Dakota, S8601 requests the South Dakota 
Public u~ Commission c:omider mim>ring ND PSC Case No.·s PU-419-99-
207 and t>U-2013-99-208 issued on July 16, 1999 ex1encfing, umil January l, 
2000., the smpension and modificalioo oftbe requiremellb of dialing parity. 

The majority of our customen and all of our dial equipment are located in North 
Dakoca. 1be process of conwrting 10 lntraLa1a dialing parity would be to our 
customers and the compmies benefit if the conversion would be at the same 
time. 

lbc Comolidaed Tdepbnne Coopeaativc exchanges of South Reeder (72 access 
lines), South Ladd (41 aca:ss lines), South Scranton (34 access lines) and the 
Ccimolidllled Telcom, Inc. exdwnge of South Hettinger (97 acces., lines) would 
c:onvat to 2-Pic equal access concurrent with our Nonb Dakota customers, 
August 31, 1999. 

ComoHthlcd Telcpmnc Coopaative ud Comolidlled Tek:om., Inc. tubmia to 
die Soulb Dlkaca Public Utilities Commission a copy of the Noctb Dakota ruling 
illued July 16, 1999. 

Tlrmk you for )'Ola' comidc11tioo of this request 

l.Dm 
GaaalW.,,... 
Comolidatrd Tdepbone Cooperative 



• • . • 
• " . 

(JJ7 South Main 

Dlcknson. NO 58601 

701-483-«m 

Fax 701-483-<XX>l 

1-888-125-5282 

Consolidated 
Reach the World, from here. 

July 26, 1999 

Mr. Jon Mielke, Executive Secretary 
North Dakota Public Service Commission 
State Capitol, 12th Floor 
600 East Boulevard 
Bismarck, ND SBSOS-0480 

RE: Case No. PU-419-99-207 

Dear M:. Mielk : 

RECEIVED 
AUG O 9 1..~J 

SOUTH DAtcOTA PUBLIC 
UTILJTIES COMMISSION 

Per C(\mmission requirements we are filing our dialipg parity plan for Notth 
Dakota. An original and seven copic." are enclosed. 

L Olll~llell!IIIOD 
OnwnlM ..... 
OJmoicl t d Tc• rloae Coor,alliw 



August 20, 1999 

Dear Customer, . 

Consolidated will be making changes effective August 31, 1999 that will allow you to tboose a 
different l+ provider of long distance service within the Bism.lU'ck LATA (Local Access and 
Transport Area). (See attached map). Calls that originate and terminate within the outlined . 
portions of this map are referred to as intraLA TA calls. Calls that "JOSS these LAT A bouniam .. 
me referred to as interLA TA calls. 

If you \\ish to choox a long distance carrier from the attached list for calls v.ithin tht LA.TA, 
please fill out the enclosed response form and mail or bring it to our office by August 30, 1999. 
If you do nothing, Consolidated Long Distance will become your intraLA TA long~ 
provider. 

In the coming months, companies that plan to offer long distance service within your LAT A may 
contact you through telemuketing, advertising. or direct mail. The information provided may 
bdp you make your choice since each company's rates, plans and policie! differ. 

There is a 60 day grace period during which time you may decide to change your intnLA TA 
carrier at no charge. After October 29, 1999, you will incur a SS.00 Primary lmaexcbage 
carrier (PIC) change charge for changing carriers. If you wish to prote,;t your IICCOUllt from 
future unauthorized changes to your intraLA TA long di,tance carrier c:boice, oornroonJy referred 
to u a "PIC freeze•, you must contact us at 701-483-4000 or l-888-22S-Sl82. 

Pleae tall our office at the above telephone numbers if you have aay questions on this matter. 

Sincaely 

L Dan Wtlbelmson 
Manag:r 

This lttttr has ~tn approved by the Nor:h Dakota Public &nice Commission 



List of Participating Long Distance Carriers 

ABC Long Distance 
(701) 123-4567 (Business) 
(701) 891·0111 (Residential) 

XYZLD 
1-800-123-4567 (Bus/Res) 

'Etc ... " .... 

• 



Please Print 

Billing Name 

Billing Address 

Consolidated 
lntralata Long Distance Service 

Customer Response Fonn 

• 

Plcae change my tong distance compmy for intraLA TA I+ calling. 

Telephone Number(s) CanierName 

Date (Required) 

NOTE: YOU DO NOT HA VE TO RETURN THIS FORM If YOU WANT CONSOLIDATED LONG 
DISTANCE TO BECOME YOUR "ll'RALATA LONO DISTANCE CAJUUE1t 



August 20, J 999 

Dear Customer, . 

Consolidated will be making changes effective August 31, 1999 that will allow you to tboose a 
different 1 + provider of iong distance service within the Bisnwdc LA TA (Local Access and 
Transport Area). (See attached map). Calls that originate and terminate within the out1i!ie4 . 
portions of thls map are referred to as intraLA TA calls. Calls that ,..ross these LA TA boun ianc.. 
me referred to as interLA TA calls. 

If you \\ish to choose a long distance carrier from the attached list for calls v.itbin tilt; LAT A, 
please fill out the enclosed response form and mail or bring it to our office by August 30, 1999. 
If you do nothing, Co-uolidated Long Distance will become your intraLA TA long dist.me.: 
provider. 

In the coming months, companies that plan to offer long distance service within your LAT A may 
<:OmaCt you through telemuketing, advertising. or direct mail. The infoanation provided may 
help you make your choi~ since each company's rates, plans and policie! diff'er. 

There is a 60 day grace period during which time you may decide to chan, yom intraLA TA 
carrier at no charge. After October 29, 1999, you will incur a SS.00 Prima./ lnterexchange 
Calrier (PIC) change charge for changing carriers. If you wish to protea your accoum from 
futtft unautbori7.cd changes to your intraLA TA long distance carrier choice, commonly refaRd 
to a, a "PIC fiee7.e•, you must contact us at 701-413-4000 or l-888-225-S282. 

Pleae call our office at the ~ telephone numbers if you have any questions on this matter. 

Sincerely 

L Dan Wilbelmson 
Maupr 

Encl. 

This lttttr has be~n approved by the North Da.lcota Public Service Commwlon 



Please Print 

Billing Name 

Billing Address 

Consolidated 
lntralata Long Distance Service 

Customer Response Form 

• 

Pleae change my t • diSlance compmy for intraLATA 1+ calling. 

Telephone Numbel(s) CmierName 

Date (Required) 

NOTE: YOU DO NOT HA VE TO RETURN THIS FORM IF YOU WANT CONSOLIDATED LONG 
DISTANCE TO BECOME OUJl INTRALATA LONG DISTANCE CARJUElt. 



Date: July 15, 1999 

To: Interexchangc Carriers pro\iding Intcrlata Long Distance Services to 
Consolidated Customers 

From: Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and Subsidiaries 
P.O. Box 1408 
Dickinson, ND S8602 
Fax:7 1-483.0001 • 

RE: lntral.A TA Dialing Parity Jq,lementation 

Consolidated Telephone Cooperative mi its subsidiaries, Consolidated Telcom. 
Inc. and Consolidated Communications Networks, Inc., provide local exclwlge 
service to approximately 8,800 customers in the following . xcbanges in North and 
South Dakota: 

EndOflice NPAINXX F,ndOffice NPA/NXX 

Amidon 701-879 Reeder 701-853 
Richardton 701-974 60S-85S 
Manning 701-S73 Ladd 701-S74 
South Heart 70l-67i 60S-S16 
Halliday 701-938 Scranton 701-275 
Dodge 701-846 60S-278 
DunnCeotu 701-S48 Hettinger 701-567 
Grassy Butte 701-863 60S-S64 
Regent 701-563 Bowman 701-523 
Rhame 701-279 Killdeer 701-764 
Mou 701-824 New England 701-579 
Dickinson 701-483 

On August 31, 1999 Consolidsted Telephone Cooperative and !ts Subsidiaries 
will implement inlnlLata dialioa parity/equal access. If you att interested in 
providing intnLA TA equal KCeSS in any or all of the above exchanges, please 
ootify us in writing or fax at the above admas by August S, 1999 (see attached). 
Appropriate ASR's will need to be received within this timeframe also. 



• Crosby 

•Tioga 

LATA'S (Local Access 
and Transport Areas) 

e . • 

• 1<erm:n ~•'I • • FARGO/ 
Wnlt • • Rtf" 1 •Condo BRAINARD 

Knox •--1 LATA 
• ,'Je,cander ~ I Devis Lok& 

U.S. w,::~ Horwxt ~ • . Grand FOf1cs 

BISMARCK LATA fessenS!en•_ I Movvlle • 
. \ . •ca1'.gtoo . 

~.Olctdnson Bismarck -I Jamestown fago 
Hebron. • • • • ~. -.- • . 

Bowman • New Salem ~I Streeter \tJlie\r 01y 
• ca.w. Rosher I • 

• '"'V" I • I t-•on ' - Kum • • Lisbon 
euru • 1 • . 

• Hettinger Zeeland• letv eWc:ra'4 > W:Jhpeton • •• • 
• • I South South • tfettngtW I 

Ladd . Reedet L-------------.J 
A lAtA II a geocJaphlc c:na wlthlrl wNc:h the local telephone c:ompony provides local and long 
dlb .ce MNtcet. plus accea to telephore ne1Wcf1<. 

Nof1h 0oJcoto has 2 lAJA'I: 
• lllmardt LAtA 
• Fc:go/llanard 1AJA 



Please fill out form and return to Consolidated via Fax or Mail. 

elects to be an intraL.\TA toll provider in the 
(Carrier Name) 
Consolidated service areas noted btlow. 

Amidon 701-879 YES NO 
Richardton 701-974 YES NO 
Mannir'.g 701-S73 YES NO 
South Heart 101-6n YES NO 
Halliday 701-938 YES NO 
Dodge 701-846 YES NO 
Dunn Center 701-S48 YES NO 
Grassy Butte 701-863 YES NO 
Regent 701-S YES NO 
Rhame 701-279 YES __ NO 
Mott · 701-824 YES . NO 
NewF.nglend 701-S79 YES NO 
Dickinson 701-483 YES NO 
RflCder 701-8S3 YES NO 

60S-8SS YES NO 
Ladd 701-S74 YES NO 

60S-S16 YES NO 
Scrmton 701-27S YES NO 

60S~278 YES NO 
Hettinger 701-S67 YES NO 

60S-S64 YES NO 
Bowman 701-523 --YES NO 
Killdeer 701-764 YES NO 

Date 



Consolidated will work closely with all carriers of record expressing an interest in being 
an intraLata carrier. If you ha e questions, you may contact Paul Schuctz!er at 
(701) 483-4000. 

Sincerely, 

L. Dan 'Wllhelmson 
Geoenl Manger/CEO 
Consolidated Telephone Cooperative IDd Subsidiaries 

• 



·. 

Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and 3ubsidiaries 
Intralata Dialing Parity Timeline 

Carrier notification tompleted by 

Carrier Response due by 

Customu notification completed by 

Customer response due by 

ln1raLA TA dialing parity implementation date 

End of 60 cky grace period 

• 

July 15, 1999 

August S, 1999 

• August 20, 1999 

August 30, 1999 

August 31, 1999 

October 29, 1999 



Consolidated Telephone Coopentive 
Iatralata Dialing Parity Implementation Plan 

Consolidated Telephone Cooperative submits this implementation plan for intraLA TA 
dialing parity (the Plan) pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 51.213, FCC Order 99-54, and North 
Dakota Public Service Commission Case No. PU-419-99-207. The purpose of the Plan is 
to provide information to the Commission on how and when Consolidated will convert to 
intraLA TA dialing parity. The provisioning of this capability will allow customers to 
select a long distance carrier to handle their intraLA TA 1 + calls . 

1. Company name and address: 

Consolidated Telephone Cooperative 
P.O. Box 1408 
Dickinson, ND S8602 

2. Associated LA TA; 

Bismarck LATA / LATA 638 

3. Description of offering: 

• 

CQosolidated Telephone Cooperative will offer inttaLATA dialing parity through 
the full 2-PIC method of presubscriptioo that allows a customer to presubscribe to one 
long distan~ carrier for all 1 + inttaLA TA toll cal.ls and to presubscdbe to the same or to 
another lq distance carrier for all 1 + inte.rLA TA toll calls. 

4. Included local exchange areas a!ld COilVersion dare: 

lntral..ATA toll dialing parity will be available in the following local exchange 
areas beginning August 31, 1999. 

Exchange NPNNXX m.blnG NP&NXX 

Amidon 70)-879 Reeder 701-853 
Richardton 701-974 L3dd 701-574 
Mao_ning 701-573 Scranton 701-275 
South Heart 701-677 Rhame 701-279 
Halliday 701-938 Regent 701 -S63 
Dodge 701-846 Grassy Butte 701-863 
DunnCeoter 701-548 



S. lnterexcbange carrier notification: 

All carriers currently offering interLA T-A long distance services to Consolidated 
customers will be notified by July 1S, 1999, of the conversion tc intraLATA toll dialing 
parity. These carriers will be asked to respond by August S, 1999, iftbey want to 
participate in the intraLATA toll presubJCription process. For those carriers cboo mg to 
participate in the presubscription process, information regarding customer choices will be 
forwarded to the participating carriers through the "Customer Account Record Exchange" 
(CARE) process that is already in place. 

• 
6 Customer notifications: 

A. Current Customers: 

Customers will be notified of the convmion to intraLA TA toll dialing 
parity by letter by August 20, 1999. Included in this letter will he a list of participating 
canias. In the letter, cusaomers will be aJvised that they l'&l&Y choose an intnLA TA 1 + 
carrier from the list of participa:ing carriers, or they may do nothing, in which case they 
•ill mnain with Consolidated Long Distance. their previous designated Cllrier. Enclosed 
wi1h the customer notification letter will be a customer response form. Cmtomas will be 
advised to fill out and retum the response f'onn if they choose a carrier other than their 
design,kAS c:micr, Comolidaled Long Distance. Based on the customer respome forms 
and any leaas of qency received directly from p.vticipatmg carriers, Consolidated will 
execute all necessary carrier selection chlDp a of August 30, 1999. Customers will not 
be cbarpd for making any change to their intraLATA J+ carrier selection during the 
presubscrirtion process. In addition, customm will be advised that they will be given a 
60 day grace period after the irnplemenlalion date u, cbmlge their inlnLA TA 1 + carrier, 
on time, at no dmgc. After the 60 day grace period, a one-time SS.00 dwge will apply 
to such a c:hanae, just u it does today for maldng ID interLA TA l + carrier cbangc. 

B. New Customers: 

New customm applyiog for local $erVice from C'~ after Aupst 
20, 1999, will be abcl to cboole both an intcrLA TA and i.atrlLA TA carrier. They will 
be advised that tbis may or may not be the same carrier and will choose from the 
1apec:tive lisa ofpmticipatina carriers. Lists~ by customers service iepresentatives 
will contain pricipalina carriers' names in random order. Upon customer request, 
cUSUlmer 1C1'Yice iq,cie,entati\ es will povide contact te1epbone numbas for customerl to 
me in comactina emit.a. Cmtamen app)yina for ICl'Yice will be eocouraged to make 
cmier IClectiom and will be advised that neither inb'ILA TA 1 + nor iDtaLA TA 1 + calls 
can be made from their local line WJlil selections~ made. Until selections me rn,.de, 
customers will have to dial a Cllllier accm code to IDlb I+ calls. 



7. Request for approval of plan: 

~.onsolidated Telephone Cooperative asks that tht. Commission pant its official 

approval of this plan. 

• 



701-483-GX> ~ 

Fet701~1 ~ .. 

1-888-225-5282 

c.u.liktta ~ 
~ : 

Ndwrlu .~ 
~ -

Consolidated 
Reach the World>from here. 

July 26. 1999 

Mr. Jon Mielke, Executive Secretary 
North Dakcta Public Service Commission 
State Capitol, 12th Floor • 
600 East Boulevard 
Bismarck, ND SBSOS-0480 

RE: Case No. PU-2013·99-208 

Dear Mr. elke: 

RECEIVED 
AUG D 9 1999 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Per commis.,ion Rquirements we are filing our dialing parity plan for North 
Dakota. An original and seven copia are enclosed. 

L. Dan Wilbehmon 
General Manaaer 
Consolidated Telcom, Inc. 



. . 

Consolidated Tclcom, Inc. 
Jntralata Dialing Parity Implementation Plan 

Consolidated Tel com, Inc. submits this implementation plan for intraLA TA dialing parity 
(the Plan) purswmt to 47 C.F.R. 51.213, FCC Order 99-54, and North Dakota Public 
Service Commission Case No. PU-2013-99-208. The purpose of the Plan is to provide 
infonnation to the Commission on how and when Consolidated ,,ill convert to 
intral.A TA dialing parity. The provisioning of this capability will allow customers to 
select a long distance carrier to handle their intraLA TA 1 + calls . 

I . Company mmc and address: 

Consolidated Telcom. Inc. 
P.O. Box 1408 
Di~ND 58602 

2. As.wciated LA TA: 

BismardcLAT /LATA638 

3. Description of offering: 

• 

Consolidated Telcom. Inc. will offer intraLA TA dialing parity through the full 2-
PIC method of prcsubsc:riptlon that allows a customer to pteSUbscribe to one long 
distance carrier for all I+ intraLA TA toll ~ and to prcsubscribc to the same or to 
another long distance carrier for all I+ interLA TA toll calls. 

4. Included local exchange areas and conversion date: 

lntraLA TA toll dialing parity will ~ available in the following local exchange 
areas beginning August 31, 1999. 

Exchange 

Hettinger 701-567 
Killdeer 701-764 
Bowman 701-523 
New England 701-579 
Mott 701 -824 



S. lnterexchange carrier notification: 

All carriers currently offering illtcrLA 'FA long distance service$ to Consor dated 
customers \\ill be notified by July 15, 1999, of the conversion to intraLATA toll dialing 
parity. These carriers will be asked to respond by August 5, 1999, if they want to 
participate in the intral.A TA toll presubsctiption process. For those carriers choosing to 
participate in the presubscription process, information regarding customer choices will be 
forwarded to the participating carriers through the "Customer Account Record Exchange" 
(CARE) process that is already in place. 

6 Customer notifications: • 

A. Current Customers: 

Customers will be notified of the conversion to intraLA TA toll dialing 
parity by letter by August 20, 1999. Included in this letter will be a list of participating 
carriers. In the letter, customers will be advised that they may choose an intraLA TA 1 + 
carrier from the list of participating carriers, or they may do nothing, in which case they 
will be assigned to Consolidated Long Distance, their previous designated carrier. 
Enclosed with the customer notification letter will be a customer response form. 
CUstomers will be advised to fill out and return the response form if they choose a canier 
other than their designated carrier, Consolidated Long Di.stance. Based on the customer 
tespome forms and any letters of agency received directly from pwticipating carriers, 
Consolidmd will execute all .oecessary carrier selection change as of August 30, 1999. 
Customers will not be charged for making any change to their intraLA TA 1 + carrier 
selection during tht presubscription process. In addition, customers will be advised that 
they will be given a 60 day grace period after the implementation date to change their 
intraLA TA 1 + carrier, on time, at no charge. After the 60 day grace period, a one-time 
SS.00 c~ will ly to such a char.ge, just as it does today for making an interLA TA 
1 + curler c.hange. 

B. New Customers: 

New customer; applying for local service from Consolidated after August 
20, 1999, \\ill be asked to choose both an interLATA and intral.A TA carrier. They will 
be advised that this may or may not be the same carrier and will 100se from the 
respective lists of participating carriers. Lists used by customers service representatives 
will contain participating carriers' names in random order. Upon customer request, 
cuscomer service represeotati~ will provide contact telephone numbers for customecs to 
use in c4ntacting canicrs. Customm applyiag for service will be mcouragcd to make 
carrier selections and will be advised that neither intnLA TA 1 + nor intcrLA TA I+ calls 
can be made from their local · until s:lcctions are . Until selections are made, 
customers will have to dial a carrier acces.1 code tc, make I+ calls. 



7. Request for approval of plan: 

Consolidated Telcom, me.asks that the Comrnission grant its official appro\'al of 
tbisplan. 

• 



August 20, 1999 

.. 

Dear Customer 

Consolidated will be making changes effective August 3 J, 1999 that ,,ill all w you to choose a 
diffaeot 1 + provider of long distance service within the Bismarck LAT A (Local Access and 
Transpon Area). (See attached map). Calls that originate and terminate \\ithin the ouU~e4 
ponions of this map are referred to as intraLA TA calls. Calls tbat cross tbes~ LA TA boundaries 
are referred to as interLA TA calls. 

Jf you wish to choose a long distance carrier from the attached list for calls within the IATA, 
please fill out the enclosed response form and mail or bring it to our office by August 30, 1999. 
If you do nothing, Consolidated Long Distance will become your intraLA TA long distance 
provider. 

In the M11Jing months, companies that plan to offer long distante service within your LATA may 
contact you throup 1elemarbtina, advertising, or cfucct mail. The ~ormation provided mey 
hdp you make your choice since each company's rates, plans and policies differ. 

Tbtte is a 60 day grace period during which time you may decide to change your intraLA TA 
cmier at no charge. After October 29, 1999, you will incur a SS.00 Primal)' lnterexcbange 
Cmicr (PIC) cbanae charge for cbaoging carriers. If you wish to protect your account from 
future unautboriz.ecl changes to your intraLA TA long dmance curler choice, commonly ref'emd 
to~ a "PIC freeze·~ you must contact us at 701-483-4000 or l-888-22S-S282. 

Please call our office at the above telephone numbers if you have any questions on this muter. 

Encl. 

Thu letttr has been approwd by th, North Dakota Public &rvl" Commwlon 
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List of Participating Long Distance Carriers 

ABC Loog DisWM:e 
(701) 123-4S67 (Business) 
(701) 891-0111 (Residential) 

XYZLD 
1.aoo-123-4567 (Bus/Ra) 

Eac, ' ... 



Please PrL'lt 

Billing Name 

Consolidated 
lntralata Long Distance Service 

Customtr Response Fonn 

Please change my long mstance company for intraLA TA I+ calling. 

Carrier Name 

NOTE: YOU DO NOT HA VE TO aETURN THIS FORM IF YOU WANT CONSOUDA'T m LONG 
DISTANCE TO BECOME YOUl. ltrrRALATA LONG DISTANCE CARRIER. 



Date: July 1s. 1999 

To: lntcrexchange Canicrs rn,viding lnterlata Long Distanc:c Services to 
Consolidated Customers 

From: Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and Subsidiaries 
P.O. Box 1408 
DickiDSO!\ ND S8602 
Fax: 701-41).0001 • 

RE: lalraLA TA Dialina Parity lmp)anentation 

: 

Consolidated Tdq,hone Coopaltive and its subsidiaries. Consolidated Telcom, 
Inc. and Comolidad Camnuaications Netwo(b. Inc .. provide local exchange 
scrvic: to approxi.narcly l,800 WSIOmefS in the followiDa exc:fMaes in North and 
South Dakota: 

fpdQffice NPAINXX f:pdOflicc NPAINXX 

Amidaa 701-179 Reeder 701-153 
Ric:hardr.on 701-974 605-ISS 
M•nniaa 701-573 Ladd 701-S74 
SoutbHemt 701-677 605-S76 
Halliday 701-938 Scnntoo 701-275 
Dodge 701-846 60S-278 
DunnCentcr 701-.548 ffc:ainpr 701-S67 
GnssyButte 701-863 60S-S64 
Regent 701-S63 Bowman 701-523 
Rhame 701-279 Killdeer 701-764 
Mott 701-824 NewEogland 701-579 
Dickinson 701-483 

On Aupst 31, 1999 Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and its Subsidiaries 
lill implement iJllraLa!a dialing parity/equal aa.-as. If you are inlelatcd in 

providina intraLA TA equal IC<'eSS in any or all of the above exchenps, please 
notify us in writing or fax at the above addras by August 5, t 999 (see auacbed). 
Appropril!e ASR's will need to be n:ceived within this ~JIIIDC also. 



•. 

Please fill out form and rctum to Consolidated via Fax or Mail. 

I 

elects to be an intraLA TA toll provider in the 
(Carritr Name) 
Consolid2ted s,;nice areas noted below. 

Amidon 701-879 YES NO 
Ricbardton 701-914 YES NO , 

Manning 701-S73 YES NO 
SoudlHeart 701-677 YES NO 
Ha11icay 701-938 YES NO 
Dodac 701-846 YES NO 
DunnCenter 701-S48 YES --NO 
OrusyButtc 701·863 YES NO 
R.eamt 701-S63 YES NO 
Rhame 701-279 YES NO 
Mou · 701-824 YES. NO 
New &,gland 701-S79 YES NO 
Dickinson 701-483 YF.S NO 
Reeder 701-853 YF..S NO 

60S-8SS YES NO 
i.add 701-~74 YES NO 

<,os-S16 YES NO 
Scranton 701-275 YES NO 

605-278 --YES NO 
H,ttinger 701-S67 YES NO 

60S-S64 YES NO 
Bowman 701-S23 YES NO 
ICilldccr 701-764 YES NO 



Consolidated "ill work closely with all carried of record expressing an interest in being 
an intraLata carrier. If you hsvc questions, you may contact .Paul Scbuctzlcr at 
(701) 483-4000. 

Sincerely, 

L Dan Wilbelmson 
General Manger/CEO • 
Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and Subsidiaries 



Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and Subsidiaries 
lntralata Dialing Parity TlDleline 

Carrier notification complctrd by 

Carrier Response d~ by 

CUstomer notification complded by 

End of 60 day pace period 

,• 

July 1 s, 1999 

August S, 1999 

•• August 20, 1999 

August 30, 1999 

August 31, 1999 

October 29, 1999 



• 

STATE Of NORTH DAKOTA 

PUBLIC SERVICE C01a11SSION 

Aburaka Co-operative Telephone Co., Inc.• 
BEK Communlcatlona Cooperative* 
BEK Communications I, Inc.• 
COll80liclldld Communications Networks* 
Conaolldatld TelcOln, Inc.• 
Conaolldatld Telephone Cooperative* 
Dakota Central TelGcommunlcationa Coop.• 
Dakota Central T•lecom I, Inc.• 
Dlcby Rural Telephone Cooperative• 
Dickey Rural COlnnulk:atlona, Inc.* 
lnllr.communlty T1l1phone Company­
lntar-communlty Telephone Co. r 
North Dakota Telephone~ 
Nottt,w•t CommuRlcatlons Coopelat1ve• 
Polar Communlcdona Mutual Aid Corp.• 
Polar Telecommunlf'.dons, Inc.• 
RNervatlon Telephone Cooperallw• 
Turtle Mountain Communlcatlona, Inc.• 
Unltld Telephone Mutual Aid eo.n11on• 
West RJver Telecommunlcatlona Coop.• 
Weat River Communlcatlona, Inc.* 

ORDER 

July18,1111 

Appearances 

ea.. No. Plf.405.89~204 
ea .. No. PlM1a.at.205 

ea.. No. PU-1880-99-206 
Cue No. PU-1712-89-224 
Cae No. PU-2013-99-208 
CaH No. PlM19-89-207 

Cae No. PU-1882-N-209 
Case No. PU-1113-89-210 
Cue No. P\M21-89-211 

Case No. PU·1571-99-212 
Cue No. PlJ..441.89-213 

CaN No. PtJ.1115-89-214 
ea.. No. PU-1214 &215 
Cm No. PU-425-99-211 
ea.. No. P1M--.211 

ea.. No. PU-1727-89-211 
C... No. PU-427-99-219 

ea.. No. PU-1888-19-221 
C... No. PU-431-99-220 
Case No. PlJ.432-99-222 

ea.. No. PU-1540-99-223 

Commissioners present Bruce Hagen, Susan E. Wefald and Leo M. Reinbold. 

Daniel S . Kuntz, Attorney at Law, luger Kirmis & Smith, P. 0 . Box 1695, 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502-1695, and John L Munn, Attorney at Law, 1801 
caifomia St, Suite 5100, Denver, Colorado 80202, appearing on behalf of US WEST 
Conwnunications, Inc. 

Jan Sebby and Michael . Bosh, Attorneys at Law, Pringle & Herigstad, P. 0 . 
Bax 1000, Minot, North Dakota 58702-1000, appearing on behalf of Rural Telephone 
Campany Group. 



Wiliarn W. Binek, Chief Counsel, North Dakota Public Service Commission, 600 
East Bh,d. Ave. Dept 408, Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0480, appearing on behalf of 
the Public Service Commission. 

Michel L. Singer, Attorney at Law, appearing on behalf of AT&T Communications 
of the Midwest. Inc., 1875 Lawrence Street. Room 1575, Denver, CO 80202. 

Al Wahl, Office of Administrative Hearings, 1707 North 9"' Street, Lower Level, 
ismarck. North Dakota 58501-1882, appearing as Administrative Law Judge. 

Prellmlnary Statament 

On March 19, 1999, the Federal Convnunlcr.ions Commiaion (FCC) adopted an 
order in CC Docket 96-98, FCC No. 99-54 (Order), setting forth rules for the 
implementation of toll dialing parity. The Order requires that, no later than April 22. 
1999, all local exchange carriers (LECs) must file an intrau\TA toll dialing parity 
implementation plan (plan) with the state regulatory commission. 

The captioned companies, members of the Rural Telephone Company Group 
(RTCG), filed plans with the North Dakota Public Service Convnission, (Commissi'Jn) 
and petitioned for auspe.,sion and modifications of the requirement for implementation 
of intraLATA dialing parity unti June 30, 2000. The RTCG also asked the Commission 
to 1111J)8nd the enforaNnent of the requirament for implementation of intral.ATA dialing 
parity while the Conmission considered final action on the petitions for suspension and 
modification of the tol dialing parity plans. 

On May 26, ~999. Cammission granted intervenor status to AT&T 
Communications of the Midwest. Inc. (AT&T), MCI WortdCom, Inc., MCI 
l1l1 CQfflft'Ulicati Corporation, and U S WEST Communications, Inc. (U S WEST) in 
the respective cases specificaly requested. 

On June 15, 1999, the Commission held a formal hearing on this matter. On 
June 18, 1999, the Commission issued an order approving the intra'..ATA toll dialing 
parity plans of AT&T Commooications of the Midwest, Inc., Accent ~~unications, 
Inc., Griggs County Telephone Co., Midcontinent Communicat. JnS, Mid-Rivers 
lelep.;one Cooperative, Inc., Mldstate Telephone Co .• Mldstate Communications, Inc., 
Moore & Liberty Telephone Co., Noonan Farmers Telephone Company, U S WEST 
Communications, Inc., and Venture Convnunications, Inc. effective June 22, 1999, 
subject to conditions. The Commission also temporarily suspended the enforcement of 
the requilement for the impl1me11111tion of intnlLATA dialing parity while the Commission 
conaiders its final action on the petitioi'ls for auspension and modification of the ton 
d!aling parity plans. On June 18, 1999, the Commission ordered a further hearing 
concerning the petitions for 14111J8111ion and modification. 

The issues in these proceedings are: 



1. Does the Commission have jurisdiction, or will the CommissK>n 
have jurisdiction in the future, to opprova any LEC plan? 

2. Does each plan comply with the FCC requirements concerning: 

(a) How each LEC wiU offer lntraLATA toll dialing parity for 
each exchange in which it operates; 

(b) The tine schedule for inplementation d intral.ATA toll 
dlaUng parity; 

(c) A proposal for timely sublal>er notification and for 
subscribers to affirmatively select an lntralATA toll 
service provider; and 

(d) For a LEC that is not a BOC, identification of the LATA 
with which the LEC will associate for the purposes of 
providing lntralA TA and lntert.A TA toll diaing parity? 

3. VVhat is each LEC'e specific proposal, Including propose,J written 
content. for notification of current and future customers end 
lhould the proposal be approved? 

4. What ii each LEC's apecific proposal for carrier notification of and 
partidpetion in the implementation process and schedule, and 
should the proposal be approved? 

5. What ii each LEC's specific proposal for handling requests to 
change carriers and should the proposal be approved? 

8. What is each LEC's specific proposal for recovering the costs of 
Implementation of intraLATA dialing parity, Including a 
description of the coat determination and cost recovery 
mechanism, and should the proposal be approved? 

7. What Is each LEC's specfflc proposal concerning the process 
for carrier selection by the customer after the presubscrip on 
process has been completed, and should the proposal bti 
approved? 

Additional issues for the companies requesting susper,sion or modification of the 
duty to provide toll dialing parity: 



8. Does the Commission have jurisdiction, or will the Commission 
have jurisdiction in the future, to grant a petition for suspension 
or modification of the duty to provide dialing parity? 

9. Is suspension or modification of the duty to provide dialing parity 
necessary to avoid a significant adverse economic impact on 
users of telecommunications services generally? 

10. Is suspension or modification of the duty to provide dialing parity 
neoessary to aNow a LEC time to rebalance access and ·lther 
rates prior to the provision of intralA TA dialill'J parity? 

11. Is suspension or modification of the duty to provide dialing parity 
necessary to avoid imposing a requirement that is unduly 
economically burdensome? 

12. Is suspension or modification of the duty to pt"OYide dialing parity 
necessary to avoid inposing a requirement that is technicaly 
infeasi>le? 

13. Is suspension or modification of the duty to provide dialing parity 
consistent with the public interest. convenience, and necessity? 

On Ja;ne 25, 1999, the RTCG filed an affidavit of malling relating to affidavits of 
the RTCG member telephone company managers which were offaed • exhl:Mbs at the 
June 15, 1999, hearing. 

On June 25, 1999, U S WEST filed objections to the receipt of affidavb in these 
proceedings. 

On June 28, 1999, U S WEST filed a motion and supporting brief for 
reconswJeration of the following aspects of the Commission's June 18, 1999 order: 1) 
that opet ator assisted ~ ca8s requiring live opetator assistance lhal be provided with a 
competitively neural (sp) script to Inform customers that they can dial 00 N8Ch thair 
praubsai>ed carrier's operator. 2) that the Commission has authority until August 1, 
1999 under existing law to grant a suspension and modification under §251(f)(2) of the 
federal Telecommunications Ad. of 1998; and 3) that the record be reopened and 
hearing continued in the RTCG suspension proc:e&dings. 

On July 2, 1999, the RTCG filed an amended dialing parity implementation plan 
and petition for suspension and modification. 

On July 2, 1999, the RTCG filed testimony of David Dunning, Dualne Ternes, 
and Jar1'*1 Howard, Jr. and a pre-hearing brief. 

c... No. PU405. 204 .... 
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0., July 2, 1999, U S WEST filed testimony of Scott A. Macintosh and a pre­
hearing brief. 

On July 9, 1999, the Commission held a further hearing as scheduled. AT&T 
did not participale in the hearing. U S WEST and the RTCG requested a continuance to 
9 a.m. on July 14, 1999 to pursue efforts at a negotiated agreement The RTCG offered 
affidllvils d member managers in support of its request for suspension and modification 
which were admitted subject to US WESrs right to cross examine if the parties are 
unable to reach agreement. 

On July 14, 1999, U S WEST and the RTCG members filed a Stipulation 
setting forth provisions concerning: 1) the future designated intraLATA 1+ toll provider 
for ton traffic originating from exchanges served by the RTCG members, 2) the 
message toll service rates of U S WEST during the interim, ar.d 3) the access charges 
during the interim. The Stipulation also provides for U S wesrs withdrawal of its 
intervention and opposition to the RTCG mernbers' implementation plgns for intra LAT A 
toll dialing parity and amended petition for suspension and modification of the Federal 
Communications Commission's dialing parity implementation requirements. 

Findings of Fact 

1. The RTCG plans for dialir.g parity as stated in RTCG's amended application are 
modified by the ~- The RTCG plans for dialing parity are to be implement9d 
no later than January 1, 2000. 

2. The T eleoommlllications Ad of 1996 Includes provisions allowing State 
commissions tc suspend or modify application of the requirements of dialing parity in 
the case of a local exchange carrier with fewer than 2 percent of the Nation's subscriber 
ines. Each of the RTCG companies is a local exchange carrier with fewer than 2 
pen:ent of the Nation's subscriber lines. 

3. The RTCG alloges that access charges need to be revised and implemerrted 
before dialing parity/equal access is implemented (i) to avoid a significant adverse 
economic inpact on users of teleconvnunlcations sefVices generally. (it1 to avoid 
imposing a requirement that is unduly economically burdensome, and (iii) to be 
consistent with the public interest, convenience and necessity. 

4. Absaraka Co-operative Co., Inc., BEK Communications ~ative. BEK 
Communications I, Inc., Consolidated Communications Networks, Consolidated 
Telcom, Inc., Conaolida1ed Telephone Cooperative, Dakota Central 
Telecommunications Coop., iakota Central Telecom I, Inc., Dickey Rural Telephone 
Cooperative, Dickey Rural Communications, Inc., Inter-Community Te1ephone 
ean.,a,,y, Inter-Community Telephone Co. II, North Dakota TelephoM Company, 
Northwest Communications Cooperative, Polar Communications Mutual Aid Corp., 
Polar Telecommunications, Inc., Reservation Telephone Cooperative, Turtle Mountain 

C... No. PU40l5 88 204 et el 
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Cormlunicalionl, Inc., United ~elep.'lone Mutual Aid Corporation, W River 
Telecamn'Ullcations Coop., and West River Communications, Inc. each filed an 
llffldavit stating that the company resources, including hi.man resources, are limited so 
that I ii unduly economicaly burdensome and technically il1feasi>le to implement 
irmll.ATA tol dialing parity within the July 22, 1999, deadHne established by the Federal 
Cormlunicalionl Commission. 

From the foregoing Findings d Fac:t. the Commission makes the following: 

Condualona of law 

1. The Convnission has jurisdiction over the parties to and the subject matter 
al time proceedings. 

2. It is consistent with both state and federal statutes for the Commission to 
•apend and modify application of the requirements cf dialing parit/ to these local 
achange carriers, unbl January 1, 2000. 

3. Each d the RTCG companies qualifies for suspension or modification of 
the requirements of dialing parity under this provisk>n of federal law. 47 USC 251 (f). 

4. The Stipulation filed by U S WEST and the RTCG members is acceptable. 

5. RTCG Implementation of dialing parity no later than January 1, 2000, Is 
consistent with the public interest. convenience and neoea&ity. 

6. The lntraLATA dialing parity plans of Absaraka Co-operative Co., Inc., 
BEK Convnunlcations Cooperative, BEK Communications I, Inc., Consolidated 
Cornnunications Netwolb, Consolidated Telcom, Inc., Consolidated Telephone 
Cooperative, Dakota Central Teleccxrmunications Coop., Dakota Central Telecom I, 
Inc., Dickey Rural Telephone Coor,eaatiwt, Dickey Rural Communications, Inc., Inter­
Community Telephone Company. Ina-Community Telephone Co. II, North Dakota 
~elep.'lone Company, North\·J91t Communlcationa Cooperative, Polar Convnunications 
Mutual Aid Corp., Polar Telecommunications, Inc .. Reservation Telephone Cooperative, 
Turtle Mountain Convnunicationa. Inc., United Telephone Mutu8' Aid Corporation, West 
River Teleconvnunlcations Coop., and West River Communications, Inc., should be 
approved, subject to conditions, and their applications for suspension and modification 
d the requirements of dialing parity until January 1, 2000, should be granted. 

From the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the Commission 
makes the following: 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY ) 
CONSOLEATED TB.EPHONE COOPERAlNE ) 
AND ITS WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY, ) 
CONSOLIDATED TELCOII, INC., FORMERLY } 
KNOWN AS CTC COIIIIUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
FOR APPROVAL OF PEIITION FOR ) 
SUSPENSION AND IIOOIFICATION OF ) 
DIALING PARITY ) 

ORDER APPROVING 
DIALING PARITY 

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS 

TC9MM2 

On Apri 20, 1999, Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and its Wholly Owned Subsidia:y, 
Conlolidated Tek:om, Inc. fomNKty known as CTC Communications, Inc. filed for approval of their 
pelilion for 5',spel lsioc, and modification of diafmg parity. Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and 
Consold1I ! d Teloom, Inc. each have fewer than 2% of the nation's subscriber Woes installed in the 
aggregate. P\.W'IUllnt to 47 U.S.C. § 251(f)(2), Con50fidated Tefephone Cooperative and 
Consolidated Tek:om, Inc. petitioned the Commission for a suspension and modification of the 
requirement for implementation of intral.ATA dialing parity in its service areas until June 30, 2000. 
c.m.oldated Telephone Cooperative and Consolidated Tek:om, Inc. S1ated that 9[1)he grounds for 
the petition are that suspension and modikation are: a) necessa,y to avoid imposing requirements 
lhlll are uncMy «:oclOfflk:altt burdensome and infeasible, and b) consistetnt with the public interest, 
convenience and necessitt- The comprused schedule mandated by the FCC's 1999 Order [CC 
Docket No. 96-98, Order adopted Match 19 and releaed ~ ~3. 1999, FCC 99-54) is 
bud1n1ome and inflalible for small LECs to deYeSop and administer plans for timeft notification of 
their subscribets and interexchange carriers regarding subscribers' selection of intral.A TA toll 
pro.idll$. and for small LECs to deYek>p Ult compensatory local exchange access rates to replace 
the a,rrent .,.lg8l'IWl1.· 

The Commission ,equested comments on Consolidated Telephone Cooperative and 
ConlOlidalad Telcom. lnc.'s petitiot, for suspension and modification. Commission Staff 
IWCOfflll•lded dellyirlg the petdion. 

On.June4. 1•. Conscid1t1d Telephone Cooperative and Consolidated Tetcom, Inc. filed 
,_ palliarl tar....,.,., and moclftclltion affldavit that tlMly intended to file with the North Dakota 
Pubic SeMce Commission (NOPSC) for a June 15, 1999, hearing before the NDPSC. The 
conrpariN fWC11 1110d that the Commission consider mirroring the outcome of the NDPSC hearing. 

AA b June 22, 1988, meiltiig, the Commission COtasidel'ed whether to grant the petition. The 
Con,nlission has jlMisdiction over this matter pursuant to SOCL 49-31-80 and 49-31-81, ARSD 
20:10:32:38, and the federal Telecommunicatio Act of 1996, specifically §§ 251 and 252. 
ColllCilMS 2 12 Tellphal• Cooperaye and Consoltdated Tetcorn, Inc. did not appear at the meeting. 
Conwniaio, Stafr infonnl1d the Commission that the NDPSC had to delay its heating until July so 
ttNt NOPSC had not ruled on issue yet. The Commission voted unanimously to grant 
Cc:IIICirtdl d Tellpu• C'ooperati,,e and Consolidated Telcom, Inc. a suspension and modification 
unll S..S-,lber 15, 1a. The Commission finds, pwsuant to SDCL 49-31-81 and section 251(f)(2), 
the suspension and modification is necessary to avoid imposing a requirement that is technically 
in41111* sinca Consolidated T1l1p."'lone Cooperative and Consolidated Telcom,, Inc. have not yet 
begur'I to iup•,•11 dialing parttt peoclng the n*lg on their petition for suspension and modification. 
The Commission fur1her finds that the suspension and modification is consistent with the public 



irllllest, convenience, and necessity. In 11\Ming this determination, the Commission notes that the 
~ and modific.non that it granted is for a shorter time period then requested by the 
CD,ip11ies. The Commission finds that the companies' request for a suspension and modification 
ld1 .ble 30, 2000, was not adequately justified by the companies. The Commission also ordered 
Coll9Cidaacl Telephone Cooperative and Consolidated Tetcom, Inc. to file a dialing parity 
inlplll..,..ltalion plan consistent with the Commission orders issued In Docket TC99-030 and •rrt 
asi,icable FOC orders. 

On August 9, 1999, the Commission received a letter from Consolidated Telephone 
Cooperative and ColllOidated Telcom, Inc., requesting the Commission to consider mirroring the 
North Dlkota Public SeMce Commission order issued July 16, 1099, ttxtending, until January 1, 
2000, the suspension and modification of the requirements of culing parity. In its letter, 
Co1•&11l1d T1l1p,)OIMt Cooperative and Consolidated Telcom, Inc. , stated that it would convert 
their South Oalda customers to a 2-Pic equal access environment on August 31, 1999. At its 
~ sdleduled meeUng on August 17, 1999, the Commission again ordered Consolidated 
Tlllphol•Coaperllli:.e andCol-*1110 dTelcofn, Inc., to file a dJaling parity plan by September 15, 
1 • (:-JI f 111 na wilh a prior Ofders. 

N. Is~ naticled meeting of November 15, 1999, the Commission considefed this matter. 
0onvn· 11 • ,n 81111111111d 11111 IWJi' c:oncems with the customer letter had not been addresled. Staff 
mo ...,arted hll CollSOidlled Telephone Cooperative and Consolidated Telcom, Inc. had 
inlplemelNd a dilling parity plan on August 31, 1999. The Commission considered whether to 
app.o.e Ca ... 1 1 d Telephol• Cooperative and Conloidated Telcofn, Inc. 's amended plant. The 
C:0.111 . f~, ~~to approve Consolidated Telephone Cooperativ.t and Consolidated 
Telcom, lnc.'s amended nratATA dilling pny implemenlation plans, however the Commission did 
rd appove fie custome, letter. The Commission finds the plans comply with the applc:able FCC 
and Commission onlets. 

ORDERED, that Consolidated Telephone CoopenatiYe and Consolidated Telcom, lnc.'s 
amended dialing parity implementation plans are approved, however the aJStomer letter was not 
app,oW9d by fie Commission. 

DIiied al Piemt, Soulh Dakota, this / ,;l day of December, 1999. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
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