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INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT 

THIS INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT made as of the __ day of __ _ 
1998 s oetween Black Hills F1berCom, Inc. a Soulh Dakota Co•porauon ("Black H111s··1 and 

US WEST Communications, Inc. ·•uswc·•1. a Colorado corpora11on 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS a maier puroose of the Telecommun1ca11ons Act of 1996 ("TA 1996) 1s 10 
perm,t and encourage tne vigorous compet1hon that provides widespread consumer choice and 
less go..,ernment regulation 1n a I segments of the telecommumca11ons industry and 

WHEREAS th,s Agreement 1s intended to promote independent fac11i tres-based local 
ewchange competrhOn by encourag,ng the rapid and efficient ,nterconnecuon of compe1.ng local 

exct-iange ser ,·ce netwo. s and 

'IJHEREAS ihe Panies seek to accomp!1sh interconnection 1n a 1echmcally and 
econom,cai.1 ef'oenl manner m accordan1,,;e with all reau1rements of TA 1996 including the 
en: re ·CQn"oet,11Je ChecKhst" as set forth in TA 1996 Secuon 271(c)(2)(B) and 

hHERE.AS :ne puohc will benefit cf the local exchange net~,orks of !he Parties are 
r-: :e·cormecea so tnat customers of eacn earner can seamlessty exchange 1etecommumcat1ons 

traJa",c and 

\".'HERE.AS Section 252 o! TA 1996 manda1es good fa.th negot1a11ons between 
nc,,,.,oe.,: locJ E,crange Cainers and any telecommun,ca11ons camer requesung 
,nterconrec:·on ... :.,0 ... 1 regara to tne standards set forth in subsections (bl and (c) of Section 

251 o' r;. · 996 and 

WHEREAS s,ac11. H s not1f;ed USWC of its request for nego11a11ons w,th USWC 

pursuant 10 Sect on 252 of TA 1996 and 

WHEREAS USV\IC anc Black H,ns uhltzec this negot,a1.on process and 

NO.", THEREFORE ,n cons;cera1,on of the mutual prov1s,ons conta,ned here•n and 
01ne, goco a.,o ..,a uao:e cons1oera11on the receipt ana suffic ency of wh:ch are hereoy 
ac•J'I0•••eogec Siac"' H s anc USWC nereoy covenant anc agree as set fortn 1n th s 

Agree .... e"I'. 

DEFINITIONS 

Automat,c Number lden11',ca1ton or ANI"' s a Feaiure Group O s,gnal,n parameter 
wh,ch re ers to tne nurnoer :ransm,11ec 1nrougn the network 1dent1fying the b11mg 

numoe· of the calling party 

·eas c Loops are 2-w ;re ana•og vo,t.e graoe Loops tl"'al support analog transm,ss1on o~ 
300-3000 Hz w,th ioss no greater than 8 Sao dial reoeat 1oop start 1oop reverse banery 
or ground start seizure ano a.sconnect in one a rec::on ,towara tne End Office Sw1tcn1 



and repeat r r,91ng in trie otner direction (toward he eno user) This Loop 1s commonly 
used for 1ocaI e1 1al 1one serv,ce 'or residence and bus,ness cus1omers 

Busy L,ne Venf1ca1.on or BLV- refers to a service in wh1cn an end user reQuests an 

operator to confirm the bJSY status of a hne 

"Busy Line Venf1cauon and Interrupt or BL vr refers 10 a service 1n which an end user 
reques1s an operator to confirm the busy status of a line and requests an interruption of 

the can 

·ca11 1ng Pany Number" or ·cPN" Is a CCS parameter which refers to the number 

transm111ed througn me netv.ork 1denufy1ng the calling party 

6 Centr ,11 Office Sw tch or "'Central Office" means a sw1tch1ng en111y w;th1n the puohc 
sw,tcheCI te1eco-nmun1cattons network including but not limited to 

End Office Sw1tcnes" which are switches from which end user Exchange 

Services are direct I connecteo and offered 

~Tandem Sw1:cnes·• which are swrtches that are used to connect and switch trunk 
circuits betw en ano among Central Office Switches and IXC switches 

Central Office Switches may be employed as comb1nat1on End OfficefTar,dem 

Switcnes 

"Centrahzed Message D1s1nbutIon System" ("CMOS") Is the transpon system that LECs 
use to exchange outcoliect and Carrier Access Billing System ("CABS") access 
messages among each other and other parties connected to CMOS 

"Charge Number'" 1s a CCS parameter which refers 10 the number transmitted through 

1he network 1den11fy1ng the b1H1ng number of the calling party 

"CLASS Feaiures" mean certain CCS-based features available to end users CLASS 
features mc!uoe but are not necessanly hmrted to Automatic Call Back Call Trace 
Caller ID and Related 8ioc~1ng Features D1st1nctr11e Rmg1ng/Call Wailing Selectrve Call 

Forward ano Selective Call Re1ect1on 

10 "Comm1ss1on· means the South Dakota Pubhc Ut111t1es Commission 

11 "Common Channel S1gna·mg· or ·ccs· means a method of oig1ta1ly transm,ttmg call set­
uo and network con1rol data over a special network fully separate frorr the pubhc 
sw•tched network elements that carry the actual call S19nahng System 7 (' SSi-) 1s t~e 

CCS network presently used by te1ecommumcat1ons earners 

12 · Cono111on1ng" means use of me appropriate techr'l1cal treatment for 1he provision ol 

particular service 



13 Control Off1ceM 1s an exchange camer center or otf1ce des1gna1ed as 11s company s 
single point of contact for :ne orov1s1oning and maintenance of its pomon of 

nterconnec11on arrangemen1s 

14 "Cross Connect· means an mua-wire center channel cor.,ectmg separa1e pieces of 

te!ecommumcat1ons equ1oment 

1 S "DSX PanelM 1s a cross-connec1 bay/panel used for the termmauon of equipment and 

fac1ht1es operating at d1g11al rates 

16 ·os-1 · 1s a o,g'lal signal rate of 1 544 Megabits Per Second (' Mbps") 

17 ·05.3·· s a 01g 1al signal rate of .:4 736 Mbps 

18 E1Cr or E,-panded 1n:erconnect1on Channel Termma11on· refers 10 the connection 
oer,,,een me co!locat,on po nt of termmallon r POT Bay ) and the unbundled Network 
E1emen1 or .nterconnec11on pomt to a switched or ded,cated arrangement or seMce m 

USWC's networK 

19 "Elecuonic File Transfer" refers to any system/process wh1cn utihzes an electron,c 

format and protocol to send/receive data files 

20 E•change Message Record" or "EMR" 1s the standard used for exchange: of 
1elecommumca11ons message 1nformahon among LECs for b1Haole non-blllable sample 
setUement and study da1a EMR format 1s contained 1n BR-010-200-010 CRIS 
Excnange Message Record a Bellcore document which defines industry standards for 

excnange message records 

21 Exehange SeMce" means a service offered to end users -,,,n,ch provides the end user 
V1, 1tn a te·eonon1c connecton to the pubhc switcned te,ecommunicat1ons network and 
wn ch enables such end user to generally place calls to or receive calls from other 
s1at1ons on tne public sw 1cned 1e!ecommun,ca11ons network Exchange Ser.,cce 
mctuoes out may not be hmrted 10 bas•c residence and business line service PBX trunk 
1,ne service Pubhc Access Lines (" PAL") service Cen11e• line serv,ce and iSON hne 
sen.ices Exchange Service does not include Pnvate line Sw11cned and Special 

Access services 

22 FCC "'!'leans tne Feoeral Commun1cat10ns Com 1ss1on 

23 ln:e1cornetLon means tne connect:on of separate p eces o equ:o'llent uansm1ss1on 

fac, 1 es etc oer .... een or among netv.on<s 

24 1n1erexcnange Carrer" or ·1xc means a provider cf mtere:.c'lange telecommumca1,ons 

serv-ces 

25 INen,., Numoer Ponaoil,ty· or INP' means the delivery of SPNP capab1ht1es through 
!he use of sw1tcn-oaseo ca11 rou:mg INP arrangements cannot suppon certain CLASS 

features 

e.,., 



26 MlSDN · means lntegra1eo Services 0 1g1tal Networlt wn ,.., s a a g·1a1 sw1tcned nework 
service Bas,c Ra:e ISDN · provides for channe· zeo ·· 2 oeare1 arc 1 oa1a · end-:o-end 
d1g11al connect:v ty for me 1ransm1ss1on of vo,ce andfor oa1a '.'.ln e mer or botn oearer 
channels and oacret data on tne data channel Pr1mar, Ra:e ISDN pro" des fer 24 

bearer and 1 data cnannels 

27 ''LATA' means Local Access Transpon Area wn1cn deno:es a geographical area 
estabhshed for the provision and admm1stra11on of communica11ons services II 
encompasses one or more designated exchanges which are grouped to serve common 
soc,a economic ano other purposes (based on the Mooif1cat1on of F,nal Juogmenl) 

28 Local E>cnange Carner· or 'LECM shall ha\e the meanmg set lonh m TA 1996 

29 Local Exchange Routing Guide· or "LERG~ 1s a Bellcore Reference Oocumen1 used by 
LECs and IXCs to 1den11fy NPA-NXX routing and homing 1nforma1,on as well as network 

element and equipment des1gnat1ons 

30 •·Local 1nterconnect1on Trunks/Trunk GroupsM are used for lhe termmauon of Local 
Tratfic using the Bellcore Technical Reference GR-3 17 

31 "Local Traric' means uaff1c ongmated on 1he network of an LEC in a LATA and 
completed directly between that LEC's network and the network of another LEC 1n that 
same LATA w1thm the same tocal catlmg area as ts provided by the 1ncumoent LEC for 

local calls 1n that LAT A 

32 "Loop 1s a component of an Exchange Service For purposes of general 1llustrat1on the 
Loop 1s the uansm1ss1on facility (or channel or group of channels on such faohty) wh1cn 
extends from a Main 01smbut1on Frame, DSX-panel or funchonally comparable piece of 
equipment in a USWC Wire Center to the Network Interface Device 1n/at a customer's 

premises 

33 "MECAB" refers 10 1he Multiple Exchange Carner Access 81ll1ng document prepared by 
the 81lhng Committee of the Ordenng and 81lllng Forum ("OBF") . which functions under 
lhe auspices cf the Carner liaison Comm1uee of the Alliance for Telecommumcat1ons 
Industry Solutions ("ATIS") The MECAB document published by Beltcore as Special 
Repon SR-BDS-000983 contams the recommended gu1dehnes for the btlhng of an 
access serv.ce provided by two or more LECs or by one LEC tn two or more states 

w11h,11 a single LATA 

34 "MECOD~ refers to !he Multiple Exchange Carriers Ordenng and Design Guidelines for 
Access Services • Industry Support Interface a document developed by the 
Ordermg/Prov1s1omng Committee under 1he auspices of 1he OBF wh ich functions under 
the auspices of 1he Carner L1a1son Comm111ee of the ATtS The MECOO document 
pubhshed by Bellcore as Special Repon SH STS-002643 estabhshes methods for 
processing orders for access service which is 10 be provided by two or more LECs 

35 ~Meet Pomt 81lhng" refers 10 a 011l1ng ar~angement used when two LECs 1omtly provide a 
Switched l',ccess service over Meet Point Trunks wllh each LEC receMng an 



aoproor1ate snare of tne re~enues Tt-e access services w oe billed using Switched 
Access ra;e siru ures ar-a 1:ie Parties w :I send mu 110:e o·l1s 

36 Mee! Po,r:1 Trunl'ls lrunK Grouos are used for tne 10101 oro-.1 s,on of Switched Access 
serv ces u11hz.ng tne Be1core Techmca Reference GR-394 

37 Mid Span Meet 1s an mterconnec:,on oetween two LECs whereby each pro ... ,des 11s 
own cab·e and equ1omen1 uo to tne meet point of the cable fac1!111es The meet pomt 1s 
!he demarcation estab11smng ownership of and respons1b1llty for ,ts portion of the 

transmission 'aohly 

38 NANP"' means !he Nonn American Numbering Plan ~ the system of telephOne 
numoer,ng employee ,n the Un,ted States Canada and cenain Caribbean counmes 

39 Network lnte~ace Device or ~NID~ means a device N1red between a telephone 
protector ana t e ms,de wir,ng to 1sola1e the customers equipment from the network al 
tne subset oer's premrses II s a oev•ce !or he 1erm1na1.on of ms1de wire 1hat 1s 
ava ;ati,e ,n s,ng.e and mu 110:e pa,r conf,gura11ons 

.:.o et-Nori( E!ement ,s a facmly or item cf eou oment used m the prov1s1on of a 
1e;ecomriumca11ons serv ce Suen :erm also •nC!uaes features functions. and 
capab1ht1es that are orovldeo bf means of sucn facility or equ oment mclud1ng subscnber 
numbers databases signaling sys1ems anCI mformat,on suff,c1en1 for b11tmg and 
collec11on or used in tne 1raiism,ss1on routing or otner orov-s,on of a 1elecommun1cat1ons 

service 

4 1 Numbenng Plan Area or NPA ,s also some! mes referred to as an area code This 1s 
!he three d101 1nd•ca1or wh,cn ,s ae ,ned by the A B and c- d:g1ts of each 10-d1g1t 
telephone numoer witmn me NP.NP Eacn NPA cor1:1 ns 800 possible NXX codes 
There are two general categor.es of NPA Geograpn1c NPA- 1s associated with a 
de-fined geographic area ano au 1e'epnone numoers bearing sucn NPA are associated 
wi1n services provtdeo .-.11n.n tna! geographic area A Non-Geographic NPA." also 
known as a -service A.ccess cooe- rsAC Cooe ·1 ,s typically associated with a 
spec atized telecommun,ca:1ons service which may be provided across mul11p!e 
geograch1c PA areas 500 Toll Free Service NPAs 900 and 700 are examples of 

Non-Geographic NPAs 

42 NX.X- NXX Code or Cenual Office Code· 15 the three d,g1t switch entrly ind1calor 
wh ~n 1s ce' nee by tne D E and F d1g-.1s of a 10-d1g111e:ephone number w1thm the 

A P Each NXX Code conta,ns 10 000 s1at1on numbers 

43 Puo'•C Access Line or "PAL Serv,ce 1s provided for use with customer-owned 
coinico,n-ess ;e,eonones ai 1oca1,ons accessible to 1he pubhc sub1ec1 to the ava1lab1lity 
o' ex,s11ng CO fao•rt·es and soec,a operator eau,pped locat ions as appropnate 

44 Permanen umbe1 Ponao11•y or PNP means tne del·very o SPNP capab1ht1es 
through the use of can rouung ano addressing capab1ht1es using new database quenes 
w11nout 1mpa,rment of quaht) re1aao,.11y or convenience PNP arrangements will be 

designeo t~ suppon all CLASS eatu·es 



45 Phys,cal Collocat1on means the pnys,cat piacemen1 of e<1u1pmen1 of one LEC 
necessary for 1n:erconnec11on or access 10 unoundteo Network Elements al 'he Wire 
Center of the other LEC II 1s an ,nterconnect on arcMecture in which the coltoca1ed 
earner extends network 1ransm1ss,on fac1ll11es to a co11oca1 on space with access on a 
se1Jen days a week 24 hours a day oasis w·th1n a Wire Center ,n the network of a 
second carrier 

46 "Point of ln1erconnec11on·• or ·POI" means !he physical loca!lon(s) at wh ich the Parties' 
networks meet for the purpose of es1abhsh1ng mterconnect1on POis may include a 
number of different technologies and/or technical interfaces based on the Parties· 
mutual agreement 

4i Pon "Tleans a component of an Exchange! Service for purposes of general 111us1ra11on 
the Pon includes a hne card and associated peripheral equ1pmen1 on an end office 
sw·tch which serves as the hardware termmahon for the customer's exchange seNtce 
on !hat switch and generates dial tone and provides 1he customer a pathway mto lhe 
pubhc switched 1etecommunicauons network Each Port 1s 1yp1cally assoc1a1ed wrth one 
1or more) te1epnone number(s) which serves as the customer's network address 

48 ·Rate Center" means 1he specific geographic point and corresponding geographic area 
which have been 1dent1f1ed by a given LEG as being assooated with a particular NPA· 
NX.X code which has been ass,gned 10 the LEC for ,ts prov1s1on of Exchange Serv.ces 

49 .. Ra(lng Pomr· 1s the V&H coordinates associated with a partrcutar telephone number for 
ra!lng purposes 

50 "Rou!lng Point · means a loca11on which an LEC has designated on its own ner-...,ork as 
the homm~ (routing) pom1 for lratfic inbound to Exchange Services provided by the LEC 
which bear a cenam NPA-NXX designation The Routmg Point 1s employed to calculate 
mileage measurements for the d1stance•sens111ve transport element charges of Switched 
Access serJ1ces The Routing Pomt must be 1he same as the Rating Po1n1 and pursuan1 
Bellcore document BSP 795- 100-100 The Ratmg/Routmg Point must be locateC within 
the rate center area 

51 "SeMce Control Point" or HSCP~ 1s the node in the CCS network to wtuch mforma11onal 
requests for service handling such as routing , are d1rec1ed and processed The SCP 1s 
a real time dataoase system that based on a query from a Service Sw1tch1ng Point 
I SSP~). performs subscnber or apphcat,on•spec1fic service log·c and then sends 
ms1tuct1ons back to the SSP on how to continue call processing 

52 Service Provider Number Ponab1hly .. or "SPNPH means 1he ab11Jty of users of 
te!ecommun,ca! •ons services to relam ex1stmg telephone numbers when switching from 
orie LEC to another but remaining 1n the same geographic area 

53 "Signal Transfer Pomt"' or Hsrp·• performs a packet switching funcuon thal routes 
signaling messages among SS?s SCPs S,gnahng Points ('"SPs ·1 and other STPs m 
order to set up calls and 10 query databases for advanced services 



54 Swnched Access" service means an offering of fac1hl1es for the purpose of the 
onginat1on or 1ermma11on of traffic from or to Exchange Sen,1ce customers 10 a grven 
area pursuant to a Sw1tcheo Access 1anff Switched Access services include Feature 
Group A Feature Group B Feature Group D Toll Free Service and 900 access 
Switched Access does not include traffic exchanged between LECs for purpose of local 

1nterconnec11on 

55 I-1/DS 1 (4-Wire) Capable loops" are loops !hat will support full duplex transm1ss1on of 

rsocnronous senal data at t 544 Mbps 

56 'Tanff' ,neans and includes tanffs price lists ca1alog pages and s1m11ar documents fileo 
w-lh the FCC or the Commission Iha! designate rates terms and condrt1ons for the 

ot'enng of services 

Si loll Free Service" means service provided w,th any dialing sequencP. that mvokes toll­
free (~ 800-1:ke} serv1ce processmg Toll Free Service includes calls to the Toll Free 

Service 8001888 NPA SAC codes 

58 'Trunk.-S1de refers 10 a Central Office switch connection that 1s capable of and has 
been programmed to treat the orcwt as. connecting to another sw,tchmg enuty for 
example another Central Office switch Trunk.-S1de connec11ons offer those 
transm1ss1on and s1gnahng features appropriate for the connection of switching ent1t1es 
and cannot be used for the direct connec11on of ordinary fe!ephone stauon sets 

59 'Virtual Collocation·· means a collocation arrangement 1n which the collocator's fac1ht1es 
are terminated into a w,re Center of an LEC and are connected to LEC fac111t1es that are 
provided anJ ma1n1amed by the LEC on behalf of the colloca1or for the pnmary purpose 
cf m1erconoect1ng the collocator's facihl!es to the fac11i11es of the LEC 

60 ·w,re Center" denotes a bu1ld1ng or space w1thm a building which serves as an 
aggregation point on a given earner's network. where transmission fac1ht1es and c.rcu1ts 
are connecteo or SW1tcheo Wire Center can also denote a build ng 1n which one or 
rT'ore Ceniral Offices useo for the prov1s1on of Exchange Services and access services 
are 1ocated Howe\rer for ourposes of conocauon Wire Center shall mean those points 
etig,ble for sucn connections as specified 1n the FCC Docket No 91-141 and rules 

aaocteo oursuan1 thereto 

61 \l ,reless Sen,1ce Prov,cer' or 'WSP means a provider of Commerc1at Mobile Radio 
Services CCMRS-) (e g ce 1u1 ar service provider Persona! Commumcat1ons Services 

cro\llCler or pag,ng service provt0er I 

SCOPE OF AGREEMENT 

1 1 Pursuant to this 1n1erconnect1on Agreemem Black. Hills ano USWC col!ec1,ve11 
·1he Parttes w111 extend cenain arrangements 10 one another w11hm each LATA 
1n wh•ch mey both opera1e w1tn1n tne S1a1e of South Dakota Th1s Agreement 1s 
a c.omo1na11on of ag,eed terms and terms imposed by arb1trat1on under Section 
25:' of the Commun.cations Act of 193.4 as mooJ1ed by the Telecommumcat1on,; 



Act of 1996 the Ac: and as sucn does no! necessar,-; represenl the pos111on 
of e1tt-er Pany on an, g•ven issue The Pan es en1e· into 1h,s Agreemen1 w11hout 
pre1ud,ce 10 any pos uon tnev ma, have ta Ken prev,ousl)' or may tal(e 1n the 
future 1n anv leg,stauve regulatory or other puolic forum address,ng any rratters 
1nclud1ng maners related 10 the types of arrangements prescnbed by 1h1s 

Agreement 

I 2 The Pan,es have agreed to cenam prov1s,ons 1n tn•s Agreement cased n large 
pan on the existing state of ;ne 1a N rules regu a1,ons ano 1nterore:at1ons 
tMreof as of the date nereof (!he Ex1s11ng Ru1es J To me extenl tnat certa,n of 
me Ex,s1mg Rules are cnanged and moo ~ed a"d 11 reasona011 apoears mat the 
Pan.es would have negouated and agreea to c.f'erent term,si cono.tionsls) or 
covenant(s) man as conta,ned herein had such cnange or moo.f1ca1,on been en 
ex,sterice oefore execution hereof then 1h1s Agreement snail be amenaed 10 
rerect such d, erent terrr.tsl cono.11oncs1 or co;1enanUsl ere tne Parties fad 
10 agree upon such an amenoment ,1 shalt be resol\led in accordance w,tn 1he 
O,spute Resolut1on prov1s10n of this Agreement 

11. NETWORK INTERCONNECTION 

Compensat,on terms for serv,ccs descr1oed 1n th1s Section are set fonn ,n the Reciprocal 

Comoensat10n Section below 

This Section aescr1bes tne interconnec:1on of the fac11i11es ;,nd eQu1pmen1 of Stack Hills 
and USWC f...ir 1nterconnectton of their networks tor the transm1ss1on and routmg of 
EAchilnge Scrv1ce and 101ntly provided Switched Access service 

The Parties shall rec1procally 1ermma1e Local Exchange lnuaLATA Toll and Switched 

Access traffic as follows 

.\ Interconnection W11hm Each LATA 

Tne Pan es will interconnect with each access tandem ,n each LATA ,n v.nicti the 
Pan.es ongcna1e and terminate lntraLATA Toll and Swtcned Access traffic as 
neeaed or agreed so as 10 permit the m1erexct1ange of sucn tratfc The Pames 
also will ,n1erconnec1 with eacn other in eaeh and every local calhng area 1n 
v,hicn the Pames ong,nate Local Traffic so as to perm11 !he 1nterexcaange of 
sucn traffic Ho-Never where mu111ple local calhng areas are served by a single 
local tandem the Parties will interconnect with eacn 01her a1 ma1 local tandem 
for ong,na11on and 1erm1nat1on of local Traffic 

The Parties agree to 1nterconnec1 their netv.orks througn ex1s1,ng and/or new 

fac1 ,t,es oetween the,r respec11ve sw,tcnes 

In add11,on to the 1n.erconnec1,on described above e11ner Party may estabhsh 
end off1ce-to-eno office or end off1ce-10-1anoem or 1andem-10-tandem trunk 
grours In the case of hos1-remo1e end offices such 1ntcrconnechon 



for orig10atIon and 1ermina1,on of Local Traffic snail occur at ine 
ioca1 Ion of the nos1 or remote a1 1he ooMn of the Par1y deoto11ng 
the nest-remote eno office w1thou1 mIteage cnarges f the host 

opt.on 1s selected ar:l 

for ong1natIon and termInatIon of lntraLATA Toll and Switched 
Access traffic shall occur at the location of the hosi with 

applicable 1anff charges 

8 F1 ed Points of ln1erconnect1on 

Each 1runk group between pairs of the Par11es switches and/or routing points for 
the excnange of Local Exchange lntraLATA To!\ and 1omtly prov1deC1 Switched 
Access Traffic sha!1 be assigned a fuced POI Slack Hills will be responsible for 
engmeenng its network on its side of the POI USWC will be resoons1ble for 
engmeerng the POI frame (tf any) and its network on 11s s1de of the POI 

Th,s Section 1s not intended to limit the Pan1es options to choose the fac1h11es 
over which 10 route 1he1r ongmated Local Exchange and lntraLATA To'.! Traffic 

C S,z1ng and S1tucture of lnterconnecuon Facd111es 

The Part.es w1H m1.,tually agree on the ap;;1opna1e s1zrng for fac1lt11es bas1:d on 
the standaras set forth below The 1n1erconnectIon fac1htces provided by each 
Party snall oe Alternate Mark 1nver!>,On Line Code and Superframe Format 
Fram1r-g ("AMI"') at .:>11her the OS-1 ,.,, 05·3 eve! except as modified below 

When ,nterconnechng at uswc·s 1andems the Pan1es agree to es1abllsh Smary 
8 Zero Sum Extended Super Frame ("BSZS ESF"} two-way trunks where 
available for the sole purpose of transmI111ng 64Kbps Clear Channel Capab1hty 
(·ccc· l data calls between them In no case w1U these uunks be used for calls 
for wh,cn the User Service lnforma1Ion parameter (also referred to as HBearer 
Capa011<ty ) 1s set for ·speecn - VVhere add11tonal equipmen1 is required such 
equ,pment would be 001a1ned engIneerea anCI installed on the same basis and 
.,, tn tne same ntervals as any similar growth JOD for IXC LEC or USWC internal 

customer demand for 64K CCC trunks 

VVhen .nterconnec1Ing at USWC's d1g1tal End Offices the Panies have a 
prefe1ence for use of 882S ESF trunks !or all traffic be!ween thetr networks 
Where ava,1ao•e such trun1t equ,pment w1U be used or these Local 
lnterconnec:!on Trun Grouos and Meet Point Trunk Groups VVhere AMI trun~s 
are used e :her Party may reqt..es1 upgraae to BBZS ESF when such equipment 

Is a'la1lao1e 

AH ,nterconnect,on fac11it.es oer,',leen 1he Par11es win be sized acccrd.ng to mutual 
forecasts ano sound engInla!enr,g oract ce as mutually agreed to by the Partres 

dunng planning - loreca~ung meet,ngs 



Ta,,oem lnterconr>ec: on 

Back H· Is "' II seoara1e -ts Ioca ·,a~.. to USWC onto local 
,nterconnec:;cn trunl-.s While the Pan1es ant1c1oa1e 1he use of two way 
trunks for 1he de:Ivery of Iocal traffic e,tner Pany may elect to prov1s1on 
its own ore-way 1runl-'s for delivery of local raff1c 10 be 1erm1nated on the 

other PartJ s r-etwor i< 

The local ruM groups may be termInateo through USWC's local tandem 
so iong as USWC has capacity at 11s local tandem and so long as USWC 
orov1des B8ZS ESF capab1ltty at its local tandem to be used m 
accordance wt !he other pro..,,s,ons of 1h·s Agreemen1 

All toll truni.. groups will be terminated tnrough us1.~1cs access tandem or 

eno off,ce 

Whenever Local Traffic for a particular subtend·ng end o 1ce sent by 
e:aci< H, :s :o USWCs tandem ach:eves a s1anoard of 512 ECCS 81ack 
H,lls # 1 de· vet sucn tocal traffic on a separate 1runk group 10 mat end 

off,ce 

local 1n1erconnect1on Trunk Groups and Meet Point Trunk Groups will oe 
installed as two-way trunk groups Separate two-way trunks will be 
established for Switched Access traffic where one of the Pames 1s 
operating as an IXC Interconnection will be prov1deC1 using two-way 
trunks unless tne Pames agree 10 the use of one-way trunks 

The !oUow ng represents the Parties agreement concerning !he 
direc11onallty of the separate trunks carrying the following types of traffic 

lntraLATA toll ana sw•tched access trunks• two way 
EAS/local uunks • two way 
O1rec1ory assistance trunks · one way 
9111E911 trunks. one way 
Operator services trunks • one way 
Commercial Mobile Radio Serv1ce1W1reless wh1cn 
terminates on USWC s ne1work • See subsection 2 below 
Meet point toll and non-USWC toll • two way 
Transit local (wireless and w,reline) • two way 
Mass Ca1hng Trunks i ' app11cable 

WSP 1ra c w H be deiwered either on a separate trunk grouo or on a 
Sw11cheo Access 1runk group II a Sw,tcheo Access trJnl< grouo s usea 
!he Party oehvering the traffic will be respons1b!e for the payment of 

access charges 



E Common Channel S1gnahng anc Signaling Pro1ocol 

The Pa 1es will m1erconnect lhelf net,..,orks us,ng ss~ signaling wnere ava1laole 
as defined m GR-317 and GR-394 1ncludmg ISDN User Pan {'!SUP") for trunk 
signaling and Transaction Capab111!Ies Apphca11on Part (" TCAP ') for CCS-based 
features In the 1n1erconnect1on of 1heIr ne1works and access to databases such 
as 800 and L1ne lnformat1on Data Base ("LIDS"). where Black Hills requests 
such access from USWC Black Hills may es1abllsh CCS mterconnect1ons with 
USWC e11her directly and/or through a third party The Parties will cooperate m 
the eKchange of TCAP messages 10 fac1htate full m1eroperab1h!y of CCS-based 
fea1ures between their respectrve networks 1ncludmg all curren1 CLASS features 
and funct:oM to the extent eacn l'arty offers such fea1ures and functions to 11s 
own end users All CCS signaling parameters as may be deployed by either 
Pan, for 1s use will be pro·,1ded mcludmg CPN Ne,1her Party will be requ1reo 
by tne other Party 10 deploy any CCS s1gn.i,hng parameters not already deployed 
w '.n,n I1s networl( All onvacy indicators will be honored 

Local lnterconnect1on Trunk. Arrangements 

Tne Parties shall dellver traffic over he Local tn1erconnect1on Trunk 
Groupts) to the appropnate tandem only for those publlcly-dtalable NPA 

X.X codes served b)' end offices that directly subtend that tandem or to 

thOse ws0 s tnat directl/ suotend that tandem 

\/'/here end office trunkmg s used tne Parties shall oehver traffic over the 
Local Interconnection Trunk Group(s) 10 an eno office only for those 
oubhcly-d1alabte PA NXX codes served by that end office 

The source for the ,out.ng mstructtons shall be the LERG when 
ava:laole 1n any case USWC will not be required lo roule calls des11ned 
10 Blac ... H,lls NXXs v,a anotner LEC 1andem 

V/rere e1tner Pan, de 1vers over the Local lnterconnecuon Trunk Group 
m,sceiianeous calls (• e 11me weather NPA-555 Busy L,ne 
Ver,fy,lnterrupt 976 900 Mass Calling Cooes) destined for the other 
Part'/ ,t sha I aehver such traffic m accordance with the serving 

arrangemen1s defined ,n the LERG 

To Free Se.-...,ce ca1+s \., I oe routed over appropt1ate u~nks carrymg 
s .-. ,tchecl Access Traff.c uniess the end office Party performs ;he SSP 
'unct,on and tne 800 SCP returns an 1n1raL.ATA POTS-routabte number 
ano a CIC of 110 In such a case these cans will be routed over the 
accroc;r a1e :r1.1f'I( grouos carryIr,g LC"cal Exchange or lnual.A TA Toll 
Tra..,,:: • tre POTS-rou~a:l1e numr:ier ·eturned 1s located 1n one of the 

Pan, s ner.-.c•• s 

-..ie tre• Pa•11 sna I :e·- ... a,e S,'t ,tcrea Acress Traffic over Local 

Inte·co,,nec1 on -,u ... _.s 



Nil cooes {1 e .:1 1 611 911 ) shall no: oe :.ent between the Parties 
'1etworks over tne Loca In1ereonnectIon Trunlt Groucs 

Eacn Part/ shall eslabhsn proceoures wnereby I1s operator bureau wlll 
cooraIna1e with tn-e operator bureau of the other Party in oraer to provide 
BLVIBLVI setv1ces on calls between their respect1ve end users The 

Parties w,11 interconnect as follows 

A For Black Hilts 

BLV ana BLVI Inqu1nes 10 Black Hills' operator bureaus shatl be 
routeo using network-routable access codes pubhshed in !he 

LERG 

B For USVl.'C 

BL V and Bl VI 1nQumes to USl/i/C s opera1or bureaus shall be 

routea either 

(1) ut1hzmg network-roulable access codes publshed m the 
LERG over message trunks 10 the access tandem (If Black 
Hills has and uuhzes a Carner ldent1ficat1on Code}. 

otherwise 

(2) ut1hzIng separate Fea1ure Group D trunks to the TOPS 

tandem 

Notice of Changes 

If a Party makes a change 1n I1s networ wh1Ch 11 bel,eves will matenally 
affect the 1nteroperab1lity of its network with tne other Party the Party 
making the change shall provide at least ninety (90) days advance wnnen 
notice of such change to the other Pany 

G Meet Point Trunking Arrangements 

In meet point trunking arrangements e1ther Pany can provide the tandem 
transport and sw11Ch1ng functions and either Party may use Meet Point 
Trun s 10 send and receive Feature Group Band D r FGB· and ·FGD") 
calls from Switched Access customers who are connec1ed to 1he 01her 
Party s access tandem Switched Access customers will airect which 
Pany will prov,de each function based on Access Service Requests 

("ASRs") placed with both Pames 

Two-way trunks will be estabhshed to enable Black Hills and USWC 10 
1omlly provide FGB and FGD Sw11ched Access services 

The Panies will use facihltes and two-way irunk groups separate from the 
Local lnterconnec1Ion Trunk Groups for Meet Pomt Trunks Where 
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separa1e fac1ti1,es are used for Meet Point ir..ink.s ne.ther Party Nill 
charge the other Part/ tor these fac11i11es ,nclud1n; mu1t1ptexmg ano 

Cross Connects 

In me case of Switched Access services prov ided through either Party s 
acce ss tanoem. ne11her Party will offer olock1ng caoab1llty for Switched 
Access customer traffic dehvered 10 tne other Party's tandem for 
completion on that Pany·s network Neither Party shall have any 
responsibility to ensure that any Switched Access customer will accep: 
traffic the other Party directs 10 the Switched Access customer 

The tandem Party 1n meet poml trunking arrangements shall direct traffic 
received from Switched Access customers directly to lhe 01her Party's 
end office where such connec!IOn exists and 1s available \Nhere no end 
off,ce connection exrsts or 1s available traffic received from Switched 
Access customers shall m alt cases be sent 10 the 01her Party's iandem 
,mder wh1cn the end off;ce 1s homed 

Traffic sent to Sw1tcned Access customers shall m all cases be rou:ed 
from !he end office through only one 1ancem of e11her Party 10 the 
5 ..,, 1cned Access customer The Pames understand and agree that the 
Sw,tcheo Access customer may select which Party's access tandem ts 
used for 1raff1c sent to the Sw1tchea Access customer Proof of such 
select,on sna,I oe 1n the form of ASRs from the Sw11cned Access 

customer 

The Parties agree to cooperate m aeternurnng the future technical 
1eas101hty of a switch vendor supported method ol routmg ong1nattng 
meet po1n1 traffic via a tandem of one Pany and a tandem of the other 
Pany for ;ne purpose of delivering such traffic to the Switched Access 
cus1omer {e g Carrier tdent1f1cat1on Pa,ameter tCIP)) If such an 
arrangement 1s found to oe technically teas1o!e and m the best interest of 
each Party so 1nat both Pances w1sn 10 implement sucn an arrangement 
tf'len me Parties wtll cooperate 1n 1mp•ementmg sue~ an arrangement 
n:::iua ng the adoption of appropriate compensa:ion terms The Panies 
agree tnat tney will ma~e any necessary mod1ficat1ons to their tariffs to 
,mo emeN any of Iherr items 1n this subsection 

The Panies will provide CCS 10 one ano1ner where and as available m 
con1unct1on w1tn twO•Na/ Meet Point Trunk GrouDS The Parties will 
prov1ae an CCS s1gna'.ng inclua,ng Cnarge umoer ong1natmg line 
.nforma11on ("OU- l etc For 1ermmat:ng FGD either Party will pass CPN 
1f t receives CPN from FGD camers A11 privacy 1nd1ca1ors will be 
honored Where avadao!e ne1wor11. signaling mforma11on such as Transit 
Network Selection r 'TNS ') oar a meter (CCS enwonment) and CIC/OU 
1n~orma11on (non-CCS en-monmentl y,, 11 be prov1ded by the end office 
Par.y wherever sucn cnforma11on s roeedea for catl routing or billing 
\\/here ClC:"OZZ or TNS ,nformauon nas not oeen provided to the end 
off ce Party tne 1a.,cem Party y,, 111 rou:e orig1na1tni) Switched Access 

p~·J 



'.•a" c to trie IXC using ava, Iao e translations The Parties will make 
reasonac ·e e•fons to oota n any necessary CIC OZZ codes d1r~c·ly from 
S,•. ,tcnea A.ccess customers wno use such codes The Parties w11I fo llow 
a· OBF aaoo1ed gu1aetmes pertaining to TNS and Ctc:ozz c es 

1..n,ess the Parties agree otnerw1se 

CCS shall be used m con1uncuon with Mee1 Po,nt Trunks e,i:cept 
mult1lrequency r MF .. ) signaling must be used on a separate Meet Pomt 
Trunk Group for ongmatmg FGO access to Switcnea Access customers 
tnat use MF FGO signaling protocol For terminating FGO access from 
Switched Access customers that use MF FGO the tandem Party will , as 
a f,rst choice complete those calls to t~e end office provider over the 

CCS Meet Point Trunk Group 

All ongInat1ng Toll Free Service calls for which the end off1ce Party 
requests 1hat tne tandem Party perform the SSP funcuon (e g perform 
the da;abase query) shall be delivered to the 1andem Party using GR-394 
format over the Meet Point Trunk Group Carner Coae ··0110~ and C1rcutt 

Code of HOB shall be used for all such calls 

9 All ongmatmg Toll Free Service calls for which the ena office Party 
performs the SSP function. 1f delivered to the tandem Party shail be 
ctellvered by the end office Party using GR-394 format over 1he Meet 
Point Trunk Group for calls destmed to IXCs or shall be delivered by the 
end office Party using GR-317 formal over the Local Interconnection 
Trunk Group for calls destined to end offices that d1reclly subtend the 
tandem or the designated LATA-w1de tandem to wh1ch the cans are 

delivered 

10 Onginatmg Feature Group B calls delivered to either Party's tandem shall 
..,se GR-317 s,gnalmg format unless the associated FGB earner employs 
GR-394 signaling for its FGB traffic at lhe serving access tandem 

H Control Office Functions 

The Pames shall share responsibihty for all Conirol Off1ce functions for trunks 
carrying Local Traffic and both Parties shall share the overall coordmauon. 
1nstana11on and maintenance respons1b1h11es for these trunks and trunk groups 

The end office Party Is respons1ble for all Control Office func11ons fo1 the Meet 
Point trunks and shall be responsible for tne overall coord1nahon 1ns1allat1on 

ana ma;ntenanre respons1b,htIes for these uunks 

Test·ng and Trouole Respons1b1hties 

Al tn.e time of ms1allah0n of Local lnterconnccuon Trunl<s and a! no add111onal 
cnarge tne Part ies w1U coopP,rat1vely ,nstall and test the trunks Add1t1onally 

O·r1c"- Ht'I S ano uswc shall 
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Coooera1 ve•v 01an and 1mptemen• cooro1nated reoa1r procedures for the 
Meet Po1n1 and local lnterconnect1on TrunKs and lac1lit1es M ensure 
trouo e reoorts are resolved 1n a timely and appropr1aie manner 

Provide 1ra,ned personnel with adequate ano compa11b1e test eqwpmen1 

to work wctn each others 1echn1c1ans 

Notify eac other when there 1s any change atteclmg the seNtce 

requested 1nc1ud1ng 1he due date 

Coord;nate and schedule tesung act1v1t1es of 1he1r own personnel , and 
oiners as apphcaole to ensure 11s mterconnec11on trunksJtrunk groups are 
1nsta ed per the 1nterconnec1,on order to ensure that 11s Local 
lnterconnect1on Trunk Groups meet agreed-upon acceptance test 
requ,rements and 10 make commercia,iy reasonable efforts to place the 
Local lnterconnee1,on Trunk Groups 1n seNtce by the due date 

Perform sec1,onahza1,on to determine 1f a trouo1e conart1on 1s located m its 
fac1hty or its oomon of the mte1connect1on trunks prior to referring the 

trouble 10 eacn otner 

Advise eacn otner s Con1rol Otf,ce 1f tnere 1s an equ,pment failure which 

may at'ect 1ne ,nterconnec11on trunots 

Prov1oe eacr other with a trouble reporting number to a work center that 

tS staffeo 2.: nours a day/7 daJS a week 

Prov1oe to each other test-line numbers and access 10 test Imes 
,nc!ud,ng a test-hne number that returns answer supervision in each NPA-

XX opened oy a Pa y 

Based on me ner.vork arcn11ecture the Par11es agree to the mutual 
excnange of 1est calis to ensure tne proper reco,a1ng of usage records m 
each company s sw ten where appl,cao'e These tests are repeatable on 
demand Of eimer Party upon reasonac!e no11ce 

Ill. INTERCONNECTION FORECASTING 

A General 

Tne Pan es agiee that dur.ng me r,rst ;ea, of 1n1erconnec:ion 101nt 
lorecas1.ng a"ld planning meetings ... take place no less frequently than 

once per ~uarter 

Tne Pan es snail estacllsh 101n1 forecas1,ng respons1b1hues lor traffic 
ut1hza11on 011er trunk. groups 1n1e1comoany lorecast 1nlormauon must be 
provided oy me Pan,es to each other 'our times a year The quanerly 

forecas1s sna I ,nctuoe 



A ( 11 tandem Local lnIerconnect,on and Mee! Point Tr1Jnl(.s 

(2J 1andem•subtend1ng Local Interconnection and eno office 
equivalent Meet Po1nI Trunk reqwremenIs and 

(3l d1rec1 end office 10Ierconnect1on trunks 

for a mIn,mum of Ihree (current and plus• 1 and plus•2) years 

B The use of Common Language Location ldent1f1e1 (CLU-MSG), 
which are descnbed 10 Bellcore documents BR 795-100•100 and 

BR 795-400-100, 

C A descnpuon of ma1or network proiects an11c1paIed for 1he 
fo1low1ng six months 1haI could affect the other Party MaIor 
network proIects mclude trunking or network rearrangements 
sh1fls In ant1cspaIed 1raffic patterns or other actt\llt1es that are 
reflected by a s1gn1ficant tncrease or decrease in trunking demand 
for the fo1lowIng forecas1mg penod This planning will include the 
issues of network capacity forecasMg and compensa1,on 

calcula1ton. where appropnate 

II differences In Quarterly forecasts of the Parties vary by mo,e than 24 
add111ona1 OSO two-way trunks for each Local Interconnection Trunk 
Group, Ihe Parties shall meel to reconcile the forecasl 10 w1th1n 24 OSO 

trunks 

Ha trunk group Is under 75 percent of centum call seconds (ccs) capacity 
on a monthly average bas,s for each month of any three month period, 
eIlher Party may reQuest to resize the trunk group which res121ng will not 
be unreasonably withheld lf a res1zIng occurs the trunk group shall nol 
be leh with less than 25 percent excess capacity In all cases grade of 
service ob1ecI1ves 1denhfied betow shall be maintained 

Each Party shall provide a specified poIn1 of contact for planning. 

forecasung and trunk servicing purposes 

B lnterconnecIIon Grade 0 1 Service 

Local In1erconnec1ton Trunk Groups shall be eng,neered with a goal 10 maintain 
a blocking standard of one percent ( 01) during the average busy hour tor final 

trunk groups 

C lnIerconnectIon Deployment 

The Parties agree to de\e1op and ,mplement engineering gu1de11nes which will 
encourage the economic d~p1oyment ol increasingly robust and diverse 
1nterconnec11on between H1e1r networks The Pa111es agree that these guidehnes. 



when de-..elopea mil form the basis for cre a110n of ad01110nal d1rec1 trunk groups 
to end off:ces The Parties agree 10 es1aohsh these aad1l10nal direct trunlt 
grouos to ena offices sub1ect to tne ava1lablllty of lac, 1he!> and trunk equipment 
as soon as the traffic volumes between ant two sw11cnes or Rou11ng Pomts 
reacries a total volume equwa1en110 512 CCS 1n the busy hour per month for a 
period of two consecutive months However the Panies may choose no! 10 

establlsn these trunKs only by mutual agreement 

0 lnterconnec11on Trunk Servicing 

Ord-!rs to and from the Parties 10 estabhsh add change or disconnect trunks 
sna:l be processed by use of an Access Serv1c.e Request ("ASR") using an 
electronic oraenng interface when available as the means of uansm111mg such 
oroers The Panies agree to cooperate 1n the establishment of an e1ecuonic 

1nte~ace to e.:cnange orders 

Orders tnat compnse a ma1or plOjeCt shall be submitted al !he same 11me and 
their 1mo·emen1a1,on shall be 1omtly planned and cooramated In this context 
maJor pro

1
ects are those 1na1 require the coord1na11on and e.:ecutton ol multiple 

orders or rela1ed ac11V1t1es between and among 1ne Parties work groups 
mc1ua.ng but not hm1ted to the 1nrt1al establlshmen1 ol 1n1erconnect10n trunk 
groups and service m an area NXX code moves re-homes faohly grooming or 

ne1v. ork rearrangements 

E Ne1wo1k Management 

Pr01ec11ve Controls E11he1 Party may use protective network 1ralf1c 
management controls such as 7-d1g1t and IO-d1g11 code gaps on traffic 
toward each others network when required to protect the public sw1lched 
network from congestion due 10 lac1lity failures sw11ch congest1on or 
failure or focused overload The Parties w11I 1mmedrately no11fy eai:h 
other of any pro1ec1we control ac11on planned or e.:ecuted 

E.-:pans1ve Conuols 1/Vhere the capao1hty e.:1sts ong1nat1ng or 
1erm1na1,.,g traffic reroutes may oe implemented by either Pany 10 

temparanly reheve net.-. ork congestion due 10 facility failures or abnormal 
calling patterns Reroutes w111 no1 De used 10 c11cum11ent normal uunk 
ser.,orig E,.pans1ve controls w, 11 only be usea when mutually agreed 10 

bJ the Part es 

Mass Cal\,ng The Pan,es sna I cooperate and share pre-planning 
,n~ormat on regard.ng cross-neM or11. ca ,ms expec:eo 10 genera1e large 
or focJsea 1emporar1 increases .n call \Olumes 10 p1e11en1 or rru11gate 1he 
impact o~ tnese even1s on the pubhc s 1, 1cned net ,-..01 " 

H ;n Vo1ume Calling TriJnk Groups 81ack Hills and USWC shall 
coooerate 10 estaotisn seoarate trunk 1rouos for the completion of calls 10 
n,gn volume cus1omers sucn ns rae1 o 51a11on con1es1 hnes 

p~,, 



Tar, ea Services 

E1tht:r Pa'l/ may op: at any 1Ime 10 tetminate to the olher Paflf some or all of 11s 
1rattic via any tar1Hea service olfe,ea by the otner Pany (w11mn the terms of the 
other Party s iariff), or any service governed Dy a cont,act (w1th1n tne terms of 
the contract ) ber-,•,een the two Parties Any such tearrangements resuU1ng ffom 
such e!ecuon st'la\l require appropriate not1f1ca110n to !he other Party 10101 
planning forecasting and pro1ect management 

G End User Repair Calls 

The Pan es will educate inerr respective customers as to the correct telephone 
numoers to can 1n order to access !heir respective repair bureaus In the case of 
misd rec1ed repair calls neither Party snail make d1spara91ng remarks about 1he 
other Pany nor shatl they use these repa,r calls as the basis tor internal referrals 
or to sohc1t customers to market services nor shall they 1m11a1e any e111raneous 
ccmmumcattons beyond the direct referral f1f any) to the correct repair 
telephone number Either Pany may respond with correct mformat1on in 
answering customer ques1Ions The Pan1es will provide their respective repair 
contact numbers to one anothe1 on a reciprocal basis 

H Referral Services 

When an end user customer changes from USWC 10 Black Hills or from Black 
Hills 10 USWC and does not re1ain its or191nal telephone number ana the end 
user customer (or the customer's new provider on behalf of the cus1omer) 
requests provIsIon of a referral announcement lhe Party formerty prov1d1ng 
service to the end user w111 provide a referral announcement on the aoandoned 
telephone number Th,s announcemen\ will provide the new number to oe dialed 
to reach this custome, Thts announcement will be provided for the standard 
penod and on the terms specified In each Party's exchange service 1antt in effect 

as of I le date 1h1s Agreement Is executed 

IV. NONDISCRIMINATORY ACCESS TO NETWORK ELEMENTS 

USWC shall provide Black Hills access to the fot1ow1'\Q unbundled Network. Elements for 
:he p,ov1sIon of 1elecommumca11ons services by Black H,Us Black Hills at 11s option 
may combine such Network Elements from USWC with elements of its own neiwor to 
provide such services uswc·s pnces charged 10 Black Hills will be no greater than 1he 
cost of providing 1he Network Element including a reasonable profit USWC will not 
combine USWC s unbunoled Network Elements 10 provide a l1n1shed service to Black 
Hills USWC agrees howe·,er to offer finished retail services to Black Hills for resale 

pursl.ant to the Resale section of this Agreement 

A Loops 

USWC will make unbundled Basic Loops ava1l<1ble as set forth below 



Descnpl!on of Looo Serv1ce Loop Service consists of va11ous neiwork 
elemen1s 1,nclud1ng an E!CT and an unbundled loop) and that provide for 
uanspon ber11een the Netwo1k 1n1erface Device ('NID~) at an ena user 
premises and a mutually.agreed upon point of interconnection belween 
USWC and Slack Hills 1n the USWC Wire Center lrom which the iranspon 
,s extended (V,Jhen the Loop Service 1s connected to Black Hills 
collocated facihly at a USWC Wire Center the point of 1nterconnect1on 1s 
me POT Bay 1n the Wire Center ) The Loop Service 1nc1udes the 
Network Interlace Device for which there 1s no separate charge At its 
sole c11scret1on. USWC Nill provide Loop Service over technology that 

meets 1he defined parameters for each Loop type 

Use and Su,tab1·1ty of Loop Service Loop Service may not be used to 
prov1d~ any service that would degrade or other.vise adversely affect 

USWC's network services 

Ava1labd1ty of LOOP Service LOOP Servtce IS available 10 Black H11ls from 
all USWC Wire Centers on a fnst-come first-served basis (apphcable to 
an earners including USWC) and subJect to the availability of fac1ht1es at 
the premises of the Black Hills end user customer Certain of USWC's 
geographical areas are served solely via D19,1al Loop Gamer In such 
areas ISDN•capable Loops w in be provided unless 1he D1g1tal Loop 
Carner does not have the technological capab1hty to provide ISDN to end· 

users 

Interconnection to Service at Central Office POI Stack Hills must 

connect Loop Serv1ce either 

A via cross connect 10 an Black Hills collocated uanspon fac1hty ,n 
the USWC central office from which Loop Service 1s extended or 

B by means of USWC Special Access Service that 1ermmates at an 
Black. Hills Po,nt ol Presence ( pop·· J or 10 an Black Hills 
collocated transpon lac1hty (via EICT) 1n another USWC Wire 

Center or 

C via cross connect 10 a !hlrd party's collocated transport lac1llly m 
the USWC central ofhce from which Loco Ser,,ice 1s extended 

Loop Serv,ce Pnces 

USWC will provide Looo Servtce at the prices set forth on Append1x A 
The pnces set torth on Appendix A do not include Commission or FCC 
mandated surcharges or applicable tall'.es For pa-t.al months USWC will 

prora!e the month'/ charge on a per oay rate 

USWC shall cnarge nonrecurring and mont ty recumng ra1es as set forth 
,n Aopena,11'. A for eacn Loop plus apphcabte EICT charges and 
acpl1cao!e mult1p1exing cha•ges 11 mul\;p!ex·ng 1s requestea II the Loop 



a.,o the EIC1 are ordered oy B1aC"- H •s as assoc,ateo oroers USWC will 
not ,moose any nonrecurnng charge tor tne EICT AU Loop onces include 
ar,y apphcaote End User Common Line ano Caff .er Common L,ne flat 

rate eQuiva ent cnarges 

In aod,t1on to Basic Looos Black Hills may oroe, Basic Loops with 
cono,t1onmg for ISDN AOSUHDSL and r.110s1 (4-Wire) wnere such 
cond1t1omng is 1ecnn·cally feasible USWC may charge Black ills for 
cond.t1omng of tf'ese Loops on the same terms which 11 charges its own 
retail customers for cond1t1onmg If USWC normally charges rts 
customers an uo-front lee for such condr110mng 1t may require 8 ack Hills 
10 pay tne same up-front fee Where Black Hills ,equests condrt1omng 
ano the conoe1,on1ng or fac1ht1es are not such that USWC has a retail end 
user service using such requested cond1t10n1ng 1hen USWC ma, charge 
Blac< HiolS for such cond1t1on1ng If the fee for cond111omng for a pan1cular 
type of Loop 1s built m10 the monthly costs for its customers USWC may 
no1 charge Black Hills an up-front lee for such cond1t1omng 

A cancena11on cnarge may apply 1I Black H1Us cancels an order for any 
1/pe of Loop after prov1s1on1ng has begun and prior 10 completion 

Assigned Telephone umber Black HIiis 1s ,espons1ble for assigning any 
telephone numbers necessary to provide its end users with Exchange 

SeMce 

B1lhng and Payment USWC will bill and Black Hills will pay Loop Service 
bills in accordance w11h USWC-s b1lhng bill d1spu1e ,esotut1on late 
payment charges and d1sconnect1on for nonpayment reQu1remen1s as set 

fonh in applicable tariff 

Oroenng Black Hills must order Loop Service via service order reQuesl 
forms and subsequently via an electronic interface usmg USWC's 
appropriate system (as soon as 1ha1 1nterface 1s available 10 any 
te'ecommun1cat1ons carrier) USWC will provide Blac,: Hills access to this 
system 1n111ally at no charge unless and until a charge associated with 
the use of such system 1s authorized by any state 1n wh ich the Panies 
have signed an 1nterconnect1on agreement 1n which case Iha! charge 
shall be used as an mtenm rate At 1he 11me the Comm1ss1on authOnzes 
a permanent rate for this service 1f any such rate wr11 be imposed m 
accordance w11h the Comm1ss1on·s order and the Panies will true-up the 
amounis owed 11 any under the permanent rate USWC will also provide 

1mt1al 1ra1n1ng 1n ,ts use tor ordenng Loop Service 

Prov1s1oning Intervals Basic Loops and cono111omng will be provided 
w1thm the same period of time USWC prov1s1ons 11s l,ke exchange service 
at that time 1n the same a,ea using similar lac111t1es reQumng field wor~ 
(wiring) Cond111on1ng for ADSL HDSL and 1-1/DS 1 wt11 have intervals 
1dentrcal to the intervals for USWC-s prov1s1on1ng of its ov,n hi-cap 
services Intervals for a project (10 or more Imes 10 a single end user 



premises on a requesl at the same time) will be established on a 
nego11ated interval basis (not to exceed me intervals USWC provides to 

itself and its customers) 

10 Service Coord1na11on Loop Service will be provided on 1he due dale and 
on the same basis thal USWC provides s1mllar service to its own 
customers Add1t1ona l service coord1na11on 1s charged as add1110nal labor 

billing per USWC's tariff 

The following coord1nat1on procedures apply only !O Basic Loops with 
Bas,c Testing at Designated Time ordered as a proiect (10 or more Imes 
10 a single end user premises on a request at the same time) 

On each unbundled Loop order Black H11ls and USWC w11I agree 
on a cutover 11me at least 48 hours before that cutover 11me The 
cutover time w11I be defined as a 30 mmute window w1thm whrch 
both the Black Hills and USWC personnel w1l1 make telephone 
contact to complete the cutover 

W1th1n the appointed 30 mmu1e window !he Black H1Us person w,11 
call the USWC person des,gnated to perform cross-connection 
work and when the USWC person 1s reached 1n thal interval su 
work wlll be promptly performed If the Black Hills person fa1ls to 
call or is not ready wrth1n !he appointed interval and 1f Stack H111s 
had not cal'ed to reschedule the work at least 2 hours prior to the 
start of the interval USWC and Black Hills will reschedule the 
work order and Black Hills will pay the non-recurnng charge for 
the unbundled Loops scheduled for the missed appointment In 
add111on. nonrecurnng charges for the rescheduled appointment 
will apply If the USWC person 1s not ava1ta01e or not ready at any 
11me dunng the 30 minute interval Black Hills and USWC will 
reschedule and USWC w,U waive the nonrecurring charge for the 
unoundled Loops srheduted for that interval If unusual or 
unexpected circums1ances prolong or eX1end the time reqwred to 
accomplish the coordinated cu1-over the Party responsible for 
such circumstances ts responsible for the reasonable labor 
charges of the other Party Delays caused by the customer are 
the respons1b1hty of Black Hills 

1n add111on rf Black Hills has ordered INP or call re'erral in 

assoc1at1on with the Basic Loop insta1lat1on USWC w11I coordinate 
1mp1ementa11on of lNP or call referral with the Basic Loop 
mstallauon provided separate INP or call referral nonrecumng 

charges will apply 

11 Maintenance and Testing Black Hills 1s responsible for rece1v1ng and 
coord1naung resolution of au end user trouble repons involving Loop 
Service Black H1Us will 1so1a1e any uouble to the Loop ponion of the 
service oefore contacting USWC to report tt'le troub'e USWC will ch arge 



B ac .. H s aao.t.onal laoor Dilling cnarges 1a1 USWC 1anffea ra1es1 wnen 
:"'e :rout:> e s referred 10 USWC ano :ne trouble 1s found to oe either on 
t .. e custo'Tler s,ce of the NIO or on tne Black H1Hs side of the POI or 
co' ocat,on POT Bay In the event 1ha1 USWC repons no trouble found 
aria 1; s suoseauent1y oe1erm1neo that tnere was a uouole on USWC's 
s oe of the POI (exclua.ng an mtermmer:t trouble) Black Hills will charge 
US'NC aoo t ona! ·aoor billing charges 1at Black Hills tanffed rates) 
associateo w tn 1es11ng for ·he trouble Each Pany w1l1 provide to the 
omer Pan, the resul!s of ar- 1 1est,ng mat •s undertaken pursuant to this 

oaragraoh 

12 Resoons o 1.es of the Part es 

A B.acl( H, ·s ano USWC w work cooperati\/el/ 10 deve!op forecasts 
'or unoundled Loop SeMee USWC requests an eighteen (1 8) 
month forecast of unouno ea Loo:, Service The forecast will 
mc:uce the specific serving W ·e Center tnat · be requested 
plus me specsfic quantity of eacn service aes,rea The forecas1 
w•II be provided quanerl/ ana w,11 be treateo as Propnetary 
lnfon,,a11on under this Agreement 

B The Pan1es agree that BlaC!( H1l1s wi I be me sing.e point of 
contact for its end user customers 

C USWC .viii not provide repair or other assistance to Black H,us 
end user customers (who 1oen11fy themselves as such) except to 
refer such persons who cail USWC to Black H1lls Black HIits wilt 
provide USWC with Black Hills toll•lree service referral number 

0 If ana only 1f Black Hills eno user customer controls access to 
the 10 Black Hills mus! ensure tnat USWC has access to the 
N10 at the Black Hills end user customers premises 

Blacl(, Hills warrants that for eacn end user for whom Black Hills 
orders 01sconnect1on of USWC e-.:change serv,ce Black Hills has 
rece1veo proper authonza11on from that end user to oroer such 
d1sconnect1on Blaclc. H11is shall oota,n ano venfy sucn 
autnoriza11on using standara industry practices such as in cena·n 
c:rcumstances th1rd-pany venf.cat,on 

The Parties agree to ab,de by existing ano futu,e Conim1ss,on 
rules :hat address slamming of local excnange customers by 

LECs 

G If USWC 1erm1nates or Black Hills d1sconnec1c; any Loop Se ice 
USWC w1\l have no obhgat1on 10 have any commun1cat•on w1tn 
Black Hills customer 1n connection with sucn termina11on or 
d1sconnecuon unless reQuircd oy an oroer or rule of the 

Commission 



B Transpon 

USWC will provide unbundled access to uansm1ss1on fac1ht1es between end 
offices and 1he tandem switch (landem transport) Further USWC will provide 
unbundled access to dedicated transm1ssron fac1lit1es be1ween its central office 
or beti.veen such offices and those of com pe11ng carriers This includes. at a 
minimum interoffice fac1lit1es between end offices and setv1cing Wire Centers 
r swcs ·i. SWCs and IXC POPs tandem switches and SWCs end offices or 
1andems of USWC and 1he wire centers of USWC and requesimg earners 
USWC will also proY1de all avail able transmission capab1l111es. such as OS 1 and 
0S3 tnat Black Hills could use to provide telecommunications seNJces pro..,iaed 
that the foregoing does nol require USWC lo unbundle 11s fiber 

un1,I the Comm1ss1on establishes permanen1 rates the ra1es for transport shall 

be 1nose set fonh in Appendix A 

C Ports/local Swnch1ng 

The switching network element includes fac1h11es that are assoc1a1ed with 
1ne line (e g the line card) fac1ll t1es that are involved with sw11cmng the 
call and fac1ht1es used for custom routing The local sw1tch1ng network 
element 1s compt1sed of three rate elements 

A line-related (per hne) 

( I ) The switching elements encompass line-side and trunk­
side fac11it1es plus the features functions and capab1lit1es 
of the switch This includes the functions of connectmg 
hnes to lines. trunks to lmes lines to trunks. tines to 
switched features and trunks to trunks The line-related 
local sw,tching element includes 

(Al Telephone number 
(B) Directory listing 
(CI Dial tone 
(0) S1gnahng {loop or ground start) 
(El On/off hook detection 
(F) Aud1b1e and power ringing 
(G) Automatic message accounting (AMA) recording 
(Hl Access to 911 operator servrces and a1rectory 

assistance 
(I) Blocking options (900 services) 

(21 The sw1tcn1ng element does not mclude vertical services 
including custom calling and CLASS features that are 
cur rently offered as finished retail services and are 
ava+lao!e !or resale 



3• Tne access point for hne-s,oe local switchmg 
n~erconnect1on deoeno1ng upori tne element 1s the 
O.str.out on Frame (OF ) or the 0 1g1tal Cross-connect Bay 
DSXl of ine USWC designated serving w,re Center 

Pnys,cal traits • lme side elements 

Al Ana1og hne side pon WIii be !WO wire POTS lype 
connection al the OF 

181 O,g,tal line s,oe pon will be two wire mterface per 
ANSI standara Tl 60 1-1988 ru·· ln1erface). four 
wire interlace per ANSI standard Tt-605-1989 rr 
Interface) or a Meridian 0191tal Centrex two wire 
tyoe connection at the OF 

Si UntJ\ the Comm,ss1on estao, snes permanent rates the 
rates for hne related local switching shall be those set fonh 
,n Apoend ,x A 

B Trun..-s,oe 1ocal sw.;ch1ng element (oer minute of use) 

The truno;-slde local sWttch1ng mterconnectton element mcludes 
t e sw 1cn1ng lunct,ons of connecting lines to lines trunks to nes 
lines to trunks hnes 10 switched features and trunks 10 trunks 

C Custom,zed routing 

Oescnpt1on 

Cus:omlled routing w11 ena01e aiack Hills 10 direct 
oan.cu!ar dasses of calls to cart cutar outgoing trunks 
BlacK. Hills can use custom1zea routing to oirect 1ts 
customers· calls to 41 1 555-12 12 or O· "' its own 
o,rectory assistance or ooerator seN1ces platforr9'1 

Because there rs a t1m;tat1on 1n the capacity of the 1A ESS 
S\Vtlch custom rout·ng w ·11 be oriereo to Co•Prov1ders on a 
f1rs1-;ome f1rs1-serveo oas1s 

\3) Tne pnce for custom1zeo roullng v. 11 be prov1oed on a 
case-by-case bas1s 

0 Cross-connects 

USWC w,11 ma .. e availao,e unbunated Cross Connec1s between Blac .. H1:ls 
co1tocat1on arrangemer1s and any 1nterco:iriect:on :o USWCs unbunoled 



N~twork Elements Until the CommIss1on establishes permanent rates !he rates 
for cross-connects shall be those set for1h 1n Append1,c A (Appendix A refers 10 

this cross-connect as an EICT J 

E Mult1plelung 

USWC will make available mulhplexing services m connection with USWC's 
unbundled transport or other USWC se ices or USWC's unbundled Network 
Elements, 1nclud1ng EICT to other collocators Unl1I the Comm1ss1on establishes 
permanent rates. the raIes for mulI1plexIng shall be those set f0r1h m Appendix A 

Nond1scnmmatory Access to Databases and Associated S19nahng 

USWC will make ava11oble, as described elsewhere m !his Agreement 
interconnection to its SS7 signaling network to enable s1gnahng necessary for 
can rou11ng and completton between the Parties USWC w11I also make available 
unbundled SS7 s1gnahng Lmks (1 e , A. B and O Links) for connecuon to 

USWC'sSTPs 

USWC w1U make available access to Toll Free SeroJ1ce and LIOB databases 
through its STPs on a per query basis If any add1I1onal databases are 
determined to be required under TA 1996 as necessary for call routing and 
completion. USWC w1U make such databases and associated signaling available 

to Black Hills 

USWC offers a network-based calling name dehvery service for sale to 11s own 
end users Accordingly , USWC will provide to Black Hills access to the calling 

name database used to provide this service 

G Forecasts for Certain Unbundled Network Elements 

The Pames will cooperate In the provision of forecasts to USWC for relevant 

unbundled Network Elements 

H Bona Fide Request Process 

Any request for interconnection or access to an unbundled Network Element that 
Is not already available as described herein shall be treated as a Bona Fide 

Requesl 

US VC shall use the Bona Fide Request Process to de1erm1ne the terms and 

timetable for providing the requested items. where apphcable 

A qualifying BFR must address Ihe followmg 

II tne reQuested unoundled Network Element 1s a propnetary 
e!ernenI as specified In Section 251(d)(2) of the Act. Black Hills 
must suom,I documen1atIon that demonstrates that access to 
si..cn Network. E ement Is necessary that the failure to provide 



access !O sucn Ner,.-ork Elemen1 would 1moa1r the ability of Black 
H \Is to prov1ce the services Iha\ 1t seeks to offer and that Black 
H11 s aoih:y to compete would be s19mf1cantlf 1moa1red or thwarted 
without access 10 sucn requested propnetary element 

For non-propnetary elements as specified 1n Section 251 (d)(2) of 
the Act Black Hills must subm11 documentation that demonstrates 
that denral of access to such unbundled non-propnetary Network 
Elements would decrease the quality or increase the cost of the 
service sought to be offered by Black Hills 

USWC will consider and analyze a new request by Black Hills for 
1nterconnect1on or access to an unbundled Network Element w,th the 
submission of a Bona Fide Request hereunder pursuant to the Bona 

Fide Request Process m this subsection 

A Bona Fide ReQuest shall be submrtted m writing and snail at a 
mm1mum mca.1de (a) a technrcal descnpt1on of each requested Network 
Element or 1n1erconnect1on (b) the desired mter'ace specsf1cat1ons (c) 
eacn reQuested type of mterconnect1on or access (d) a statement that 
1he mterconnect1on or Netwon< Element will be used to provide a 
telecommumcat1ons service (e) the quantity requesle<l ( the specrl"ic 
loca11on requested ano (g) the required documen1a1 .on set lorth 1n :n1s 

Section 

W11h1n fifteen (15) business days of ts receipt USWC shall acknowledge 
receipt of 1he Bona Fide Request and 1n such acknowledgment advise 
Black Hills of any missing 1nformat1on 1f any necessary to process the 
Bona Fide Request Thereafter USWC shall promptly advise Black Hills 
of the need for any addt11onal information mat will fac1hta1e the analysis o 

tne Bona Fide Request 

Except under extraordinary circumstances w1tn1n thirty {30) ca1Endar 
days of 11s receipt of 1he Bona Fide Request and al1 1nformat1on 
necessary to process rl USWC shall provide to Black Hills a pre!immary 
analys,s of the Bona Fide Request The prelimmary analysis shall specify 
whether or not the requested ,n1erconnect1on or access to an unoundled 
Network Element compiles w1lh the unbundling requ,rements set forth 

aoove 

A If USWC determmes dunng 1he 1h1rty da~ penod tnat a Bona Fide 
Reauest does not qualify as a Ne1work Element or m1erconnect1on 
that is required to be prov,ded undet TA 1996 USWC shall aov1se 
Black H1l1s as soon as reasonably poss ble of that fact and 
promptly provide a written reoori senmg forth the basis for its 
conclusion but 1n no ca~e 1a1er tnan ten oa~ s after ma ... 1ng such 

determmat1on 



8 lf USWC determines during tne tn1ny day period that the Bona 
Fide Request qualifies under TA 1996 11 shall notify Blac11 Hills ,n 
wn11ng of such determ1natIon but In no case later than 1en days 

after mak ing such determIna1Ion 

C As soon as feasible bu\ not more than ninety (90) days after 
USWC notifies Black Hills that the Bona Fide Request quahfies 
under the Act USWC shall provide to Black Hills a Bona Fide 
Request quo!e wh,ch will include at a mInImum a descr1p11on of 
each 1nterconnect1on and Network Element the quantity to be 
provrded the ms1allat1on intervals and ei,her 

(1 ) 1he applicable rates (recurnng and nonrecumng) mcluo ng 
the development costs and construction charges of the 
mterconnect1on or the net\vork elementl> or 

(2) the development costs of the mterconnechon or etwork 
Element and !he applicable rates (recurring and 
nonrecumng} excludmg the development costs 

The cho1ce of using option c( 1) or c(2) shall be at uswc·s sole 

d1scretIon 

For the purposes of this section the development costs shall be hm1ted to 
the actual direct costs incurred In the development of the Network 
Element The applicable rates (recurring and nonrecumng) for each 
Network Element shall be hm1ted to the actual costs incurred plus 
reasonable shared and common costs as determined by appropnate 
regul3tory bodies or by agreement of the Parties 

If USWC has used opuon C( 1) m 11s Bona Fide Request quote. then 
within thIny (30) days of 1ts receipt of the Bona Fide Request quote Black 
Hills must 1ndIcate tis nonb1ndmg interest m purchasing the 
,n1erconnec1ton or Network Element at the stated quant1t1es and rates 
cancel ,1s Bona Fide Request or seek aro11ra11on 

If USWC has used option C(2) 1:, its Bona Fide Requesl quote then 
w1thIn trnny (30) days of 11s receipt ol 1he Bona Fide Request q1Jote Black 
Hills must either agree 10 pay the development costs of the 
in1erconnect1on or Necwort,.. Eten1en1 caricel its Bona Fide Request or 

seek arb1trat1on 

If Blaek Hills agrees to pay !he development costs and reques1s USWC to 

proceed 

A USWC w1U add :iona11y charge those development cos:s on a 
prorated !:>as1s {set forth In (C) below) to the next nine pan1es who 
Place an 1n1hal orC:er after Black Hills fo r the m1erconnect1on or 

Network E!em0 nt 



B As eacn add•t1onal oany p!aces ts ,n 11al orcer 'or the 
mterconne ion or Netwo1k Element US\'/C ... u re'unc the 
appropnate prorated ponion of the de\·e!ooment cos:s 10 oart1es 
who ha,e previously paid oevelopment costs as set ~onn ,n (Cl 

below/ and 

C The charges and refunds will be made us1ng the prorallon chan 
set fonn m 1rus Agreement wrlh resoect to collocatton exc:eot Iha! 
the perioo of prora11on for charges and refunds sna11 be :?6 mo:iths 
from when USWC first makes tne ,nterc:onnect1on or etwork 

Elemen'. ava,tacie 

If USWC nas used opt,on C(2) 1n 11s Bona Fide Request quote ano B
1
ac11. 

H,l,s has acceoteo the quote Blac1t H IIs may cancel tne Bona Fide 
Request at anf ttme but wul pay USWCs reasonable development costs 
of the mterconrect,0" or ef'NOrk Element up to the date of canceUat on 

AdOrt,ona!ly ' USWC has usea option C(2 1n .ts Bona F,oe Reauest 
quote and USWC later oetermInes that the m:erconnection or erv.·ork 
Element requested In me Bona F,oe Request ,s not tecnnica ty feas,b.e or 
01herw1se does not quahfy under TA 1996 USWC snail not,fy B·ack Hills 
w1th1n ten business days of maktng such determ1na!lon and 9'aClt Hills 
shall no! owe any compensa11on to USWC ,n connec11on wth e Bona 
F1oe Request Any development costs ca1d Dy Black H ·<; 10 :nat po,nl 

shall be refunoed by USWC 

10 If either Pan1 believes 1ha1 the 01her Pany Is no: reQuestng nego11a1.ng 
or processing any Bona Fide Request 1n gooo ta,tn or o sputes a 
de1ermInat1on or price or cost quote 11 may see'< ar0,trat1on cursuanl to 
the Dispute Resolutton provision of this Agreement 

V. NONDISCRIMINATORY ACCESS TO POLES. DUCTS, CONDUITS AND RIGHTS.OF· 

WAY 

A Each Pany will orovtde to the other Party access 10 tts DO es oucts eonou ts 1~ 

on or unoer public and private nghls-of-ways ana prooen1 ana :o ;.,e 'i"ts-o! 
wa1 tnemse1ves on rates terms and c:ono,1,ons ;nat are cors-sa.--r.t ~ 1'1 
apc'1c:ab'e la...,.s ana regulations mcluaIng but not ,m,ted 10 .:-:r USC § 2.:. 
ano 1r-a1 are no less favoraole than the rates terms a"'2 conct,or-s a. a.ao•e 10 
af'IJ ccmpeting pr.:iv1der of :elecommunicatIons serv,ces l.1S1: ..X: sna 'Tlou:e 1s 
o .-. n costs of prov1d1ng tetecornmunrca11ons sen;•ces :ano r-narge ant a"·,a1e 
r,uos,a.ary or associate company engaged In the prov1s•on o! sucn serv.ces, an 
amc:Jnl equaI to tt-e pole anachm~nt rate 'or wn1cn UShC 1or sucn aF1 .:ite 
s~os1d•ary or associate company) would be 1,ac1e under a7 USC § 22.: un ess 
tn1s obl.gatIon imposed by TA 1996 1s modrf1ed by teaeral !aw ,n .... '\·en case 

USWC mh conform 10 an/ such modrf1c:a11on 



8 'Mienever either Party mquIres ol the 01her m wr11Ing whethe1 11 m1ends to 
construct new poles duct or conduI1 or to acquire aad1t1onal right-of-way the 
omer Party shall respond w1thIn 30 days ol receipt of such 1nqu1ry to the other 
Pan.y of sucn mtentIon Any entity mcludmg the Parties 10 this Agreement that 
adds an anachment after receiving such not1f1cat1on shall bear a proport1ona1e 
share of the cos1s mcurred by the owner In making such new pole duct condu11 

or ng t-of-way accessible 

C 'Mienever either Party mtends to modify or alter its pole duct condurt or right· 
of-way m or on which the other Party shares or has an ex1st1ng attachment 11 
snall provide wnuen not1ficauon of such acuon to the other Party so that the other 
'any may have a reasonable opportumty to add to or modify its ex1s1mg 
a11achmen1 The notified Party, 1f 11 adds to or mod1f1es 11s ex1s1ing attachment 
after recervIng such not1frcat1on shall bear a proport1ona1e share of the costs 
mcurrea by the other Party m makmg such pole duel condurt or nghl-of-way 

access,o!e 

D VVhenever either USWC or Black Hills obtains an anachment to a pole. duct 
conduit or nght-of-way of the other Party 11 shall no! be requ1red to bear any of 
the costs of rearranging or replacing its auachment 1f such rearrangement or 
rep:acement Is requned as a result of an add111ona1 at1achmen1 or the 
modrf1ca11on of an ex1stIn9 anachmeni sought by any other entity (including the 
owner of such pole duct , conduit or nght-of-wa y) 

The Panies agree 10 negotiate and execute a separate agreement for pole 
a11achmen1 and conduit usage w11h1n 30 days of either Pany 1equest1ng the 01her 
to negotiate such an agreement Such agreement shall mclude among its 
prov .iions for the occupancy of conduit 1he following 

Ne11her Party w,11 terminate the other Party s occupancy without cause 

S,nce mul11ple parties may occupy different 1nnerducts w1th1n a co,,duit 
the conduit owner w1U place mnerduct 10 prepare the conduit for 
occupancy and either proportionately recover such cosls through its 
conduit charges or recover such costs through an "up-fronr charge In 
the event 1hat the condurt owner imposes an "up-fronf charge the 
cna,ge snail be sub1ec1 to refund as !allows !or a period of 60 months 
rem tne 1,me the "up-front" charge 1s first imposed 



O~l.J).£''. ~~-c~ Refu_nd 

1S'. 100% NA 

2nc 50% !\00 

J,c 333J"lo 1667% 

•tn 25%. 8 33% 

Sm 20°~ 5% 

6tn 1667% 3 33¾ 

7tn 1A 29·,i, 2 38% 

Btn 12 5°4 t 79% 

9:n 1111 % 139% 

101"'1 ,a~,. 11 1% 

1 1 tn ana De 1ond 0% 

The Part es agree that egress from the conau1t system should be at the 
iocat,on o 1rie manhole vault or nanahOle (collect1vety Mmannole ) 
nearest to 1he des1reo point ol egress If sucn e!Hess 1s not feasible 1he 
conau.1 owner will inform 1he other Pany Upon tha1 other Party s 

request 

A the Part ,es w,11 agree 10 suitable egress at a nearby manho
1
e or 

B the condu1t owner w1l1 provide a quote accepted by the 01ner 
Party for construcllon of sullable egress and the condu:t owner 

will constn,ci such egress or 

C tne omer Party will construct under the conduit owner's 
superv1s1on suitable egress with all costs paid by the other Party 
nctuamg the reasonable cost of the condu11 owner s superv1s1on 

The c~arge 10 Black Hills for the use of USWC's conduit is se1 forth 1n 
Aopeno.w. A USWC shall orov1de cost studies to Black Hills supporting 
1s ,ntenm proposed standard 1nnerduct rental charges 

VI. EMERGENCY SERVICES, DIRECTORY ASSISTANCE AND OPERATOR CALL 

COMPLETION SERVICES (E9-1-1, 0-) 

A Emergency Services 

Each Party w111 coopera1e to ensure the seamless opera11on of 
emergency ca11 ne!Y.-orks 1nclud1ng E9· · 1 and O· emergency calls 

E)tceot as otherwise spec1' 1ed m this Agreement USWC will prov1de any 
of the services discussed m this Sec11on m accordance with tt-e rates 

1erms and cond1t1ons of its 1ar1tts 

USWC will permit Blilck Hills to 1nterconnec1 to the USWC E9-1-1 
tandems wn1ch serve the areas 1n which Black Hills provides e)tchange 



services so that Black Hills customers may place calls 10 Public Safety 
Answenng Points ("PSAPs·) by dialing 911 

Black H1l1s and USWC will work cooperatively mcluaing where 
necessary, meeting with PSAP operators and,or state. county and 
municipal government officials, to e11pla1n Black HIiis 1nterconnec11on with 

the Public Safety emergency network 

USWC will not use nforma11on obtained from Black Hills m connectron 
w11h eslabl1sh1ng and mam1amIng the E9-1-1 databases for any purpose 
not directly associated with the operation of !he Public Safely emergency 

networ 

6 USWC as operator of the Au1orna11c Locat,on lden11her ("ALI") da1abase 
w,11 mamtam processes and procedures 10 receive and process Black 
Hills customer 1nforma1Ion w1th1n 1wo business days USWC will mamtam 
an electronic mterface process 10 permit Black H1Us to etectron1cally 
update the ALI database with Black Hills subscriber mforma11on at no 
charge The Parties further agree to work m mdustry fora. such as the 
National Emergency Numbering Assoc,at,on ("NENA"). to establish an 
Inous1ry standard format tor 1ransfer of E9· 1-1 customer records 

USWC will prov1de to Black Hills at no charge copies of the current 
Master Street Address Guides (MMSAGsM). on magnetic tape or diskette. 
for the coun11es m which Black Hills provides E11change Service. 
whenever USWC receives an update to the MSAGs Both Pa r11es agree 
to work with the MSAG administrator to obtain onllne read-only access to 

the MSAGs as soon as possible 

Upon approval of its requested mocilficat•on 10 the nonpubhshed number 
section of cts e11change service 1anff USWC will provide Black Hills with 
the ten-d1g11 subscriber number for each PSAP which sub-tends each 
USWC E9-1-1 tandem to which Black Hills Is 1n1erconnected so that Bl:tck 
H,tls or I1s Operator Services conlraclor may transfer 0- calls to the 
PSAP This 1nlormat1on will be provided to Stack Hills w1th1n ten days of 
the approval of the mod1ficat1on 10 uswc·s tar iff Black Hills agrees 10 
hold this ,nformatcon In confidence and will use lhe 1nformat1on solely for 
the purpose of routing 0- calls from the Black Hills Operator Services 
olatform to the PSAPs In add,11on USWC agrees to orov1de Black Hills 
with upaates 10 this 1nformat1on m the same time frame and manner tn 
which that mformat1on Is provided to USVVC s Operalor Services w01k 

cen1ers 

USWC agrees 10 provide to Black Hills a1 no charge Selective Router 
Tandem Location maps which define the boundanes servec by all 
controllers/tandems In the areas where Black Hills provides Exchange 
Service USWC will provide updated maps 1f and when lhe maps are 

changed 

?~e l l 



9 O.rec:or, Ass1s1a.,ce L·st ngs ana -.•,tr, :e Pages 

Compet ,: ve Loca E1cnange Carr e1 Ls: "9S St-", ce t st rgs consists 
of USWC plac,ng tne names aaaresses anc ·e e0"'0 .. e .,ufTIDers of Blac ... 
HIiis end users in USWC s I1s1 ,ng Ja:aoase cased on erd user 
mlorma11on provided 10 USWC by Blac-. H, s USv'iC s autnonzea to use 
l istings In Directory AssIs1ance and as noted oe10..., 

Black Hills will provide ,n standaro mecnan,zed form at and USWC will 
accept at no charge one pnmary !isling for eacn ma,n telephOne number 
oe1ong1ng 10 Black Hills end user customers Pnmary hstings are as 
oef1ned for USWC end users in USWC s genera e1Ccnange tanffs Black 
Hills will be cnarged for premium listings mclud,ng out not llmrted to 
aad,11onal foreign cross reference and ,n1orma1,onal hs11ngs) and 
p'lvacy IIs1mgs (mcJu jmg non-pubhsheo non-1st ana no soho1a11on) at 
USWC s general excnange I, st1ng tar!ff rates ess apphcable wholesale 
ci.scounts Ho·,.ever there sha!I oe no eir;pltot charge 10 Black Hills 
assocIa1eo w11n 1he process of dehvering listings ,nformatron 'Nhen 
u11hz1ng Remote Call Forwarding for local number pona01lrty Black Hills 
can list only one number without charge • either the end customer s 
ong1na1 tetepnone number or the Black Hills-assigned number 

USWC wilt lum1sh Black Hills the Listings format spec1fica11ons USWC 
cannot accept us1Ings with advance comple11on aa1es Large volume 
ac1rvIty (e g 100 01 more llsMgs) on a caption set ,s considered a proiect 
1na1 requires coord1na11on between Black Hills ana USWC USWC will 
process all listings daia received from Blacio. Hills Wtth the same 
frequency applicable to USWC's processing of 11s awn database 

mforma11on 

Black H1Us grants USWC a nan-exclusive license 10 1ncarpora1e Listings 
mfarma11on In10 USWC's directory assIs1.:,nce dalabase USWC may use 
Black Hills l1s11ngs and disseminate Black Hills l 1s11ngs 10 third parties m 

!he following manner 

A Treat the same as USWC s end user listings • No prior 
authonzat,on Is needed for USWC 10 release L1s11ngs 10 directory 
publishers or other third pam,.s USWC will incorporate L,s11ngs 
mlormat1on 1n all exIs1ing and future directory ass1s1ance 
appllcat1ons developed by USWC Blad· Hills au:honzes USWC 
to sell and otherwise make L1sttnf:1S ava ,laoie to :hrectary 
pubt,sners USWC shall be ent1!1ed 10 1e1am revenue associated 
with any such sales Listings shall not be pro~ 1ded or sold m such 
a manner as 10 segregate enc users by earner 

Upon 60 cays notice to USWC Black Hills may select to change 10 1he 
fo!low1ng metnad for USWC s use of Black Hills l1s1mgs and 
d1ssemtnatIon of Black Hills L,simgs 10 th,ra parties 



B Resmc1 10 USWC s direclory assistance -- Pnor au1honza11on 
req01red by Black Hills for all olher uses Black H1!1s makes its 
own separa1e agreements with USWC. third par11es and directory 
pubhsners for all uses of its L1s11ngs beyond DA USWC will 
provide Listings to directory publishers (1ncludmg USWC s 
publisher atf1llate). other third pan,es and USWC products only 
after the third party presents proof of Black Hills authonzat1on 
USWC shall be enhl!ed to charge ,ts tanffed rates associated with 
any such 1ransac11on. but the Pan.es agree to negotiate a dw1ston 
of these revenues 1n the future Listings shall not be provided or 
sold 1n such a manner as to segregate end users by camer 

USWC will make ava,lab1e to Black Hills and 11s end user customers any 
spec1f1c directory hst1ng options 1ncludmg. but not 11m,ted lo pnvacy 
protec11ons !hat are available to USWC's own customers AU such 
op110ns w1l1 be made available through the electronic data exchange 

process used by Black Hills for Listings 

To the extent that state 1anffs hm11 USWC s hab1hly with regard 10 
L1strngs the apphcable state tanff(s) 1s ,ncorporated here,n and 
supersedes the · L1m11at1on of L1ab1hty Section of this Agreement with 

respect to Listings only 

USWC Respons1b11lt1es 

A USWC 1s responsible for mamta1mng L1s1mgs mdudmg en1enng. 
changing correcting . rearranging and removing llsttngs 1n 
accordance with Black Hills orders USWC will make 
commercially reasonable efforts to ensure L1s1ings inlormat,on 
provided 10 USWC ,s properly processed by USWC in an accurate 
and correct manner and agrees 10 hold Black Hills harmless for 
any errors ,n Listmgs mformat1on processed by USWC USWC 
wdl accommodate non-publlsned and non-listed listings 1n the 
same manner that USWC accommodates its own customers' 
mforma11on provided that Black H1l1s has supplied USWC !he 
necessary pnvacy 1nd1ca1ors on such Listings 

B USWC w II nc!ude Black H11ls L1s11ngs in USWC s Directory 
Ass.stance service to ensure !hat cal1ers to USWC s Directory 
Assistance service have non-d1scnm1na1ory access 10 Black Hills 

L st,ngs 

C USWC will 1ncorµora1e Black Hills L1s11ngs provided 10 USWC m 
me wh.te pages directory pubhshed on USWCs behali Black 
Htlls eno user cus1omer 1is1mgs will be commingled with the end 

user customer hs11ngs of USWC 

D USWC and Black Hills agree that certain issues, such as yellow 
page advenis1.,g directory d1stnouhon access to call guide 

P~1J 



oages aoo 
1
e; low page l1stmgs w,11 be the subiect of nego11at1ons 

oer.-. ee., 81aco< H s and directory pubhshers 1ncluo,ng US WEST 
DEX !f reauested by Black H 11s us1.-~,rc w1II facilitate d1scuss1ons 
t>etv.een Black H,::s and U S WEST DEX USWC will make 
ava ao e 10 Black Hills USWC s publishing agreement with 
U S WEST DEX wrthtn five (5) business days of consummation of 

such agreement 

A B'ack Hills will make commercial1y reasonable effons 10 ensure 
L1s11ngs ,n orrnatton provided to USWC 1s accurate and correct 
aria agrees to hold USWC harmless for any errors 1n L1st1ngs 
,nformation provided to USWC Black Hills shall be solely 
res?()ns1b·e lor o<nowing and adhering to state laws or ruhngs 
regarding l 1s1 ngs and lor supplying USWC w11h the appltcable 

Lisi.ngs informa11on 

S Black. H,Us 1s responsible for all dealings with and on behalf of 
B,ack Hills end users, mclud,ng 

( l All end user account act1v1ty e g end user Queries and 

compla1n1s 

21 All account maintenance activity e g ad0tt1ons cnanges 
,ssuance of oraers for L1st1ngs to USWC 

(3l Determining privacy requirements and accurately coding 
tne onvaey 1nd1cators for Black Hills eno user mforma110n 
If end user informat10n provided by Black Hills to USWC 
does no: contain a privacy indicator no pnvacy restnct1ons 

will apply 

USWC w1U accord Black Hills directory hst1ngs 1nforma11on the same level 
of conf1denuahty which USWC accoros ,1s own directory hsting 

information 

10 USWC snail ensure that access to Black Hills customer directory 
information will be hm11ed solely to thOse employees who mmeo1a1ety 
supernse or are directly 1nvolveo 1n ine processing or puchshing cl 
hst, gs d:rectory pl.blica11on or directory dell\lery or 1n ensuring the 

accuracy of such informahon 

11 USWC w111 not use Black Hells d•rector) ;1 st1ngs or 1he markeung of 
1elecommu" cauons services cy 11s own employees or inose of its 

telephone ooera11ons li;,e of business 

. .,.,. 



12 USWC ag,ees 10 provide Black Hills non-puo11sned directory reco•ds the 
same protec11on accoroed USWC-s non-puohstieo 01rectory records with 
respect to the sale ol directory hstmgs 10 tnir'-1 panies 

13 The Parties agree USWC will ma1ntam 1n its orocesses the ability for 
Black Hills 10 ensure the fo1ma111ng accuracy of the mforma11on 1t 
transmits to USWC for mclus1on in the 01rec1ory Assistance database 
l1stmg format errors w11l be returned to Black Hills for correction and a 
to1al count o hs11ngs received and accepted w1U also be provided The 
Pames will work cooperatively through OBF or other industry group~ to 
further define standards for transmittal of directory lls11ng 1nformatcon 

C Operator Call Comp!et1on 

The Pames will complele operator-ass1stea ca:ls to each others 

networks 

AC1d111onally at Black Hills request in coniunct1on with the prov1s,on of 
unbranded a,rectory assistance service USWC will provide caller• 
optional directory assistance call comp1e11on service which 1s comparable 
m every way 10 the directory assistance can complet,on service USWC 
makes available 10 its own end use,s 

VII. NON01SCRIMINATORY ACCESS TO NUMBER RESOURCES 

A Each Party WIii comply Wllh Industry Carriers Compahb1hly Forum ("ICCF") 

Ceniral Office Cooe Guidelines. 

B Unless the FCC adopts ,ules 1n accordance with TA 1996 that differ from the 
ICCF Central Offcce Code Aom1mstra11on GU1delines USWC where •l funcuons 
as Number Adm1mstrator will assign NXX cooes 10 Black Hills according to 
those Gwdehnes on a oasis no less favorable than 1na1 on which USWC assigns 
coaes 10 rtself or to an/ other entity So long as USWC acts as the Number 
Aam1n,strator the Pames agree that 1hese Number Aam1nistrator functions will 

be orov,tJed .v,tnout cn arge 

C It shall oe !he respons1b1My of eacn Party 10 program ana update 11s own 
s.,.. ,c.,es and net\vorJ{ systems 10 recogmze and route traffic to the olher Party s 
:1ss gned NXX coaes a1 all times Neither USWC nor Black Hills snaH charge 
eac., other for changes to sw11ch routmg software necess,tJ!ed by the creauon 
as~:g,ment or reass gnment or ac11va11on of PA or NXX codes 

D The Pan es will eacn ::,e responsible for the electronic mput of the1r respect111e 
numoer ass,gnment ,nformat1on into the LERG 

E Eac"l Pan, shall oe resoons1b1e cons1s1en1 w,th its e"1s1mg prac11ces and any 
•eg,..,,nor1 reQwremetits for not1ly1ng its c1,;stomers of any cnanges 1n numbermg 



or 01allng arrangements mciudmg changes such as tne 1ntroduct1on of new 

NPAs or new NX.X codes 

VIII . NU MBER PORTABILITY 

A lntenm Number Ponao1llty 

Black Hills and USWC shall provide remole call forwarding func11onahty 
or otner INP capab1ht1es to each other at no charge 1n accordance with 
tfle prov1s1ons of the FCC s First Reoort and Order and Further Notice of 
Proposed Rulema1ung CC Docket No 95-116 ("FCC Number Ponabihty 

Orcer) 

The costs 1ncurrea by Black Hills ano USWC of providing INP shall be 
recovered through a broad-based cost reco11ery mechanism as 
descnbed ·n the FCC Number Ponabthty Order The Parues will work 
together m encouraging state comm1ss1ons to establish such a 

mechanrsm 

With regard to the d1111s1on of Sw1tehed Access revenues associated with 
1NP eaeh Party will b11I Switched Access cnarges for rts portion of the 
call If the terminating Party ts unable to lden11fy the particular lXC 
carrying 1he forwarded can the forwarding Party shall pro111de the 
necessary 1nformauon 10 perm11 tne 1ermma11ng Party to issue a b1U 

B Permanent Number Ponab111ty 

Unless otherwise determined by the ;:cc the Part1es will offer PNP 10 
eacn other 1n the service terntory m which both Pames otter Exchange 
Service as soon as tecnmcally and operat1onally feasible The Parties will 
complete the 1rans1t1on to PNP in such areas on or before the dates se1 
lo n 1n me FCC-s Number Portabtllty Order or any mod1ficat,ons to those 

dates 

Botn Panies w1U urge the FCC to require thal any necessary central 
dataoases and other shared faohues should be neo anc operated by a 

neutral 1h1rd party 

The Parties agree that Query on Release r ooR-). m conJunct:on N1th 
1oca11on rouung number data tor SPNP rou1,ng flkly oe ,mplemented 
w11h1n 1he1r nelworks at each Pany s opuon and cons1s1er: with the FCC 
Number Ponab1hty Order provided that OR does not matena11y delay 
me 1mplementa11on of PNP beyond the date 1nat an FCC-approved 
da1aoase architecture for PNP 1s a11a1lable lf both Parties choose to 
1mplemen1 OOR then the Parties wlll exchange at no charge any 
signaling messages requtred to enable QOR lunct10nalily between each 

others ne1works 

.... ,. 



IX. LOCAL DIALING PARITY 

A The Parties agree mat tney \'v I pro\11de local d1ahng parity to each 01rier and wdl 
perm11 each omer to na>Je nond1sct1mmatory access 10 telephone numbers 
opera1or services ,j1rectory assistance and directory listings with no 
unreasonable d1ahng delays In add1110n USWC agrees that t will pro>Jtde 
nond1scnminatory access 10 such services or tnforma11on as 1s necessary 10 
allow Black Hills 10 implement local dialing parity in accordance with the 
requirements of Sect,on 25l(b){J) of TA 1996 

B For Local Exchange and lniraLATA Toll Traffic between the Parties neither 
Party s eno user customers shall be required 10 d1a1 any access codes or other 
special or ex1ra d 91s to reach the end user customers ol the o!.,er Party 

X. RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION ARRA NGEMENTS 

A The following descr,bes the compensation arrangements for transport and 
termina11on of local Traffic between 1he Parties For purposes of call reciprocal 
compensation the 1nit1a1 Black Hills switch shall be 1rea1eo as an end office until 
sucn ume as Black H !s deploys a tandem switch 

Local Caus 

(1) The Parties agree that call termmat1on rates as described 
1n Appendix A will apply reciprocally !or the 1erm1na11on of 
toca11EAS traffic on a per minute of use basis 

(2) If the e,ccnange of Joc:11/EAS traffic between the Parties 1s 
w11n.n a >Jana11on of plus 01 m,nus 5% (45¾ 10 55%) of 
ba!ance (as measured Quarter!)') the Pan1es agree that 
their ,espec11ve call termma·,C'ln charges will offset one 
ano1ner and no compensat·on will be paid for calls 
:erminated during the folloNing Quarter 

131 ihe Pa ·es agree to perform Quanerty 101nt traffic audits 
based upon mutually ag,eeab e measurement cntena and 
auc.1,ng stanoards In the event that the e,cchange of 
traTk 1s nol 1n balance as described above the call 
ter:n na11on charges 1n Apoenm-.c A will appl)' 

14) No1v. 1ths1and1ng the abo>Je the Parties agree 10 the 
presump1,on that traffic 1s in balance and agree that no 

easu~ement needs to be concuc1ec until lhe 101a1 traffic 
e.-cnanged between !he Pan.es exceeds s1,c m11hon 
,,.. nu1es per month 1/\'nen the total 11aff1c e).changed 

P.lgel7 



oetueen t!"le Pan es exceeds s.( m.1I,..,n m1nuIes per 
,..,c,r: •ec1proca1 comoe"'~:'i' sha1I apply at me rates s~I 
'or., ., O.opend·, A un·ess tra'f r: ·S ,n balance per 

s ... o~i:c.t., 2 aoove) 

a T1ar1sr,.. • 

f end-of¥1ce local 1n1erconnecuon trunks oetv-.een the 
Pan es are .sed no IransPort cnafges cased on m,nutes 
o~ use sna1I apply B1a:1t Hills may purcnase unoundled 
aeo,catea 1nIaroffice uanspon from USWC at me rates set 
'onn n Append x A USWC may buy pnva1e tine services 
frorr, B ac1< H .s at Black H,Us Iadfe<:1 ,n~rastate rates 

• 1o~a traff c ,s term,natea to e;tne• Pany s 1anoem the 
Par., or,g nat:ng Ine tratf,c sna I cay tne otner me 1anoem 
5..,, :c!" ng rate per m,nute of use as no,c.a'.ed n Apcer.d x 
;., o ... s tl"e Ca I TransDOn rates set lo~n ,n Aopeno x A 

.;co cao e !C n1•al.A TA 101 ca 15 basea on ,ntrasia:e s ... tcnea Access 
•ales as se· ':"'n ,n eacn Pan, s Sw,trneo Access tar 'f 

Trars, 1ra".c 

Aop icac,e 5 ..,,. :cnea Access Type 2 01 US trans n rates app•y for the 
... se 0' usv.·c s netNork to transoon trans,1 tra'f,c For ttans,11ng local 
tra'f c me aco"cac·e local transit rate app1:es 10 tf'e or,9,na1-ng Pan/ per 
A;,oera , A For :rans;t,ng 1011 traf',c tne Pan es -MIi cnarge the 
ace cao e Sv.,tcnea Access rates 10 the respons,cle ca·r er For 
·e·m,riat,ng Irans;I,ng wire,ess uaff c tne Pan es N cnarge tne r 
aop.,cab e rates :o the w1re1ess oroviaer Fo· trans 1,ng w re1ess tra".c 
tr-e Pan es w cnarge eacn otner tne app ieao·e 1oca Haris t ra:e 

Fl Fe· ri:rat.A TA To·I F•ee Serv,ce calls where sucn St: ,ce s pro .. oed Of one of 
tn~ Pa1·es me c0moensa1,on set forth m suDsec1,on A above as we,· as any 
aoo Ica0·e oatabase ouery charge set fonh ,n mat Pan,, s tanff sna- ce c;f!a•geo 
o, '"e Pan, ong.nat 19 me ca:I rather tnan ·ne Party term1naI,ng •.r,e cat The 
Partes agree 10 e,cnange ongIn.u,ng EMR recoras for nualATA Tc Free 

Si:r. ceca ,s orov,oeo Of one of me Pa .es 

C Tlie Part es agree :o use reasonab1e et!crts :o estao,,sn me c.aoab :, 10 
measuIe and b, tan:iem ·ermIna1·ng ,nIerconr-ec1,on m,nt..tes of use oasea on 
usage recoros made .v1t'l1n eacn Party's neMon, oy as soon as reasc'lab) 
ooss,b e The Part,es agree that end-off·ce term,'latea ,nIercol'lnec1,on nia, 
Ieou,re excnange of ornJi"lJlmg EMR recoI05 Tne Part e~ agree 10 e,cnange 
E!.1R records 1.•,nt:re sucn teImInaIIng records are no! avai1ao e These reco,os 
.~'1e:ni:r devetopeo w •run each Party s networ~ or ewcr.angea oew.een the 

;•.a.; .. 



Parties shatl form me so'e oasis for eacn Pan, 10 ge"era'.e o is :o 1he other 
Pan, The Pan.es agree to excMnge 1hese recor,j,; 11 o cnarge 

D Measuremen1 of minutes of use o;er Local lnterconnec11on TruM groups shall 
be 1n actual conversation seconds The total conversation seconds over each 
1naiv1aual Local 1n1erconrect1on Trunk Group wilt be 101aled for the en11re monthly 
b1ll-rouna and then rounded to the next whole minute 

E Each Party unless both Parties agree 01herw1se will provide to the other w1th1n 
1' calendar dais after the end of each quaner a usage report de1a11ing total 
tr attic volume descnbed 1n terms of nunu1es and messages terminated to eacn 
other over the Local lnterconnec11on Trunk Groups 

S1gnat.ng Access to Call-Related Oa1aoases 

1 1 \Nhen Black Hills ,s purctias1ng local sw11cn1ng from USWC USWC will 
provide access via !he STP to ca1t related aa1aoases used .n AIN 
servtces The Pames ag,ee 10 work 1n the ,ndus1ry 10 define the 
mediated access mechanisms for SCP access Access to the USWC 
Service Management Systems (SMS) ,v1H be provided to Black Hills -.i1a 
the BFR process to ac1,vate modify or update mformauon 1n the can 
related dalaoases equivalent to the USWC access 

1 2 USWC w11I offer unbundled srgnahng via US-Common Channel Signaling 
Capao1l!ty ICCSAC) CCSAC rervtce uhllzes the SS7 network and 
provides access to call-related databases that reside a! USWC s SCPs 
such as the Line Information Database (LIDB) and the 800 Database 
The access 10 USWC s SCPs will be mediated via lhe STP Port m order 

to assure network rehab1111y 

I 3 CCSAC incluoes 

I 3 1 Entrance Fac1hty This element connects Black Hills 
s1gnahng po,nt of interface with 1he USWC serving wire 
center (SWC) Black Hills may purchase this element or 11 
may se1f-prov,s1on the entrance lac111tv If the entrance 
fac1hty 1s self-prov1s,oned Black Hills would need to 
pure ase Colloca11on and an E.11panded lntercc:inection 
Channel Term1na11on 

1 3 2 Direct Link Transport {OLT) - This element connects the 
SWC :o !he USWC STP Black Hills may purchase t 1s 
elemer.1 or se l-pro11,s1on transport directly 10 the STP If 
Black H,lls provides the lini, to tne STP 11 must purchase 
Co:loca11on an Expanced lnterconnec:1on Channel 
Term1nat10n al tne STP locat10n and a direct hnk from the 
EICT to the STP Pon 



• 3 l STP Po'l . Th,s element oro-.11des 1he s1,11cn·ng fund1on at 
:ne STP One STP Po11 s required for eacn DL T Link 
Tne Port orov1des ,nteract10:i w11h \he Ser.,1ce Control 
Po1N I SCP) Pon ava•lao, ,ty ,s lim11eo 

, 3 -! Mu1t1pte)( ng - Mult1p e•ing may be reau;red al e11Mer/both 
me $WC anaJor Po The mult1plex,ng options are me 
standard 0S3 10 OS 1 and OS 1 to OSO requirements 

1 ~ Access :o Ac . anceo ln:e. ,gent Network (AINI lunc11ons 1s ava lo::le only 

trirougr- l"e STP 

1 5 US!.'C 1. oro-n,e meo a1eo at.Gess 10 SMS via the BFR process for the 
O.J•oose of act -.,a1,ng mod ty,ng or updat,ng AIN ser.,1ce specification 
tnrougn :s Ser.,ice Creation Enwonment (SCE) on an equivalent bas1s 
as USWC oro,1des 10 ,1setf $MS allows Black Hills 10 pro..,1s10n mOC11fy 
or update n~ormat1on ,n ca11 related oataoases Currently tne SCE 
PfOCess ,s ore-dom1nan!ly manual a a ser.ice center 

1 6 Tne or1c,ng for CCSAC service 1s prOY1deo 1n Appendix A 

G If B ac,,_ H .s e,ects :o use Local lnterconnect,on s,gnal,ng arrangement option 
F• l or F 2, aoove n the future for its ov-n Sw,tched Access ca :s 1e g FGC or 
FG0 1 :ne Pali es agree to renegotiate me rates terms ano cornlit1ons pnor to 

sucn use 

H Eacn Part , isna cnarge trie other Party tor BLV ano BLVI at tne rates cont ained 

,n r,e r respec: ,e ,ar Ms 

If e•'.ne· Par., :errri,nates Directory Ass stance ca!ls over 1he Local 
lntercol"nec: on Trul" "' Groups 10 tne other Pany the terminating Party shall 
Cfla•ge tne otr-er Part/ for such a.rectory Ass stance calls at me rates conta,ned 
1n :s :ar.., or 0u·s ... a.,: to a separate y nego11a1eo contract 

A Ma ":e"la.,ce :,' Se-,,1ce cnarge appl,es whenever either Part/ requests :ne 
a spa1,., o! :ne e,tner Pany's oersonnel for the purpose ol performing 
ma ntenance ac: ~ :1 on the Local 1nterconnect ,on Trunits and any of the 

10110.•.i ng co~o tons ex st 

No 1re1.c e s 'Ou"'ld ti me ,,-.:erconnect on trunots or 

The l'OL;O e :ono.t o., resu '.S from eau ome~ lac1lil1es or sys!ems not 
ore·.; oeo o, '."le Part) .-.nose oersonne1 '11-efe a soatcned or 

Trouo,e c earance d a not otner,. se •eou1re a d soatch and upon 
d soatcn •eaues1ed for repa,r ver.fica: or, tne ,nterconnec11on uun.._ does 

not eaceea n·a n:enance r,, ts 

. .,. .. 



lf a Maintenance of Service 1mt1al charge has been apphed and trouble 1s 
subsequently found In the fac1ht1es of the Pany whose personnel were 

dispatched the charge wilt be cancelea 

B1lhng for Maintenance of Service Is based on eacn half-hour or fraction thereof 
expended to perform the work requested The 11me worked 1s categonzed and 

billed at one of the following three rates 

basic tJme 

ovenIme. or 

as defined for bdhng by USWC in rts tariff and by Black H11ts m .ts tariff 

XI. TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR RESALE 

The Pan1es shall provide for wh01esa1e purchase of all re1a1I services sold 10 end users 
;n accordance with the pnce structure set fonh In Appendix A un11l the Comm1ss,on 
determines the permanent avoided cost discount In ,ts cos1 study proceeding 

Resold seMces are available only where fac1ht1es currently ex1s1 and are capable of 
prov1d1ng such services without cons1rucuon of add1t1ona1 fac1ht1es or enhancement of 
e1us11ng fac1ht1es However rf Black Hills requests that lac1llt1es be constructed or 
enhanced to provide resold services USWC will review such requests on a case by 
case basis and determme m ,1s sole d1scre11on 11 11 1s ecor,om1cally feasible for USWC 
to build or ennance fac1h11es If USWC decides to build or enhance the requested 
fac1ht1es USWC will develop and provide to Black Hills a pnce quote for construction If 
the quote s acceptea Black H,lts will be billed lhe quoted price and construcuon will 

commence after rec.e,pt o payment 

XII. COLLOCATION AND MIO-SPAN MEETS 

A General Oescnp11on 

Cotlocat.on allows Black Hills to obta1n ded,caled space m a USWC Wire 
Center and to place eQu·pment In such spaces 10 mterconnect with the 
USWC netv,ori( Black Hills may reques1 Collocation at other USWC 
locations pursuant to the BFR Process or inrough add1t1onal 
lnterconnec:1on nego11atIons under the Ac1 USWC will prov1Je lhe 
resources necessary fo1 !he operauon and economical use of collocated 
equ·pment USWC des1gna1ed POis for network 1n1erconnect1on can be 
estabhshed for V1nual or Physical Colloca11on arrangements 

E,1(cep1 when B!aclo. Hills purchases USWC s unbundled network 
1ransm1ssIon elements Black Hills w1tl construct rts own fiber optic cable 



;o the US'/,'C-0es·gna:ed Po,nt of lnterconnec1,on USWC will extend 
B ac ... t-, :s ' -ber oo: c caoie from me 0 01 10 the cab'e vault w,thin the 
VI.re Cen:er For tne p.Jrposes of Co11ocat1on the POI snail be that po1n1 
o.:ts,oe 1ne USVVC central office where the Black Hills and USWC fibers 
meet 11 necessa:y USVIC may ormg the cable into compliance with 
USWC ,n•erl"la f,re c::ice standards and e:<tend the cable 10 the collocated 

space 

B:ack. h . :s ... oe orov aea two ~1n1s of entry into the USWC Wtre 
Certer on·1 ,.-.nen the :e are at least two existing entry points for USWC 
cao e ano ,•,nen tnere are vacant entrance ducts 1n both USWC will 
prom o: J rerr:ove oroy unused cabling to free up entrance ducts when no 
otner ducts a•e ava 1ao e Cab!e entry will be limned o fiber tac1ht1es 

B:ac~ H· s may cot1oca1e transmission equipment to terminate basic 
uansm,ss;on 'ac11,1 es Black Hills may reQuesl Colloca11on of other 
ec:u;prfler· oursuant to the BFR Process or through add1t1ona1 
lntercc,,nee.,on nego11at1ons under 1he Act Biack Hills must 1dent1fy what 
eou,omeni w 1 I be 1ns1al!ed 10 allow for USWC 10 use this 1nformatton m 
eng,neenrg the power floor loading heat release enVffonmental 

panic_ an: e,.ef and HVAC 

o.n ng " :n.s par1 sna11 be consirued to limit Black Hills ability to oota1n 
ootn V•'1va and Physical Collocat1on in a s1ngte tocat1on 

B V r:.Ja' Co,:oca:io'l 

USV','C S'la orov,de Virtual Collocat1on for the purpose of lnterconnecuon 
or access :o ..inbuna:ed e Nork Etemems subiect to the rates terms and 

cono.1,ons of in,s Agreemert 

B•ac-: H,.'s w I not nave phys,cal access 10 tne USWC wire center 
ou 10 rg pursuant to a V , ua Co!1ocat1on arrangement 

B·ac< H 'S :v be respons•b e for obtam,ng and orov1dmg to USWC 
aom n,sua:1ve codes e g common language cooes for an equ1omenl 
soec 'eo oy Black H11,s and installed 1n Wire Center bu1la1ngs 

B•ac, H s .v 11 be respons,ble for payment of training of USWC 
e-.p,oyees 1or the ma·ntenance ooera11on ano installatron of Black Hills 
v,m.,a i / coilocated equ,pmen1 when I at eau10men1 1s d1ffe•en1 than the 

eQL.•pment used by USWC 

B ac"' H :s • .,. ,11 be responsible for o.11ment of cnarges mcurreo 1n the 
ma.nierance andiOt repair of Black H1Us virtually collocated equipment 

US\.'JC aces not guarantee the reltab11ity of Black Hills virlUa11y co'located 

eq,.1 o~ert 



Blac~ H•lls s rescors o e for ensunng 1ne func1,ona 1ty of w1uall~ 
co11oca1ed SONET ea.1,omeri.t 0ro111oeo by a "erent anufac:urers 

Maintenance Labor lnsoec:01 Laoor E,.g "'e'" g Laoor and Equ,pment 
Laoor business hours are constoereo 10 be Monoa'/ througn Fnday 
8 OOam 10 5 OOpm (local t,r:-ei and after business nours are after 5 OOpm 
and before 8 OOam 11oca1 time) Monday mrough Friday all day Saturday 

Sunoay and nohaa,s 

8,ac,o; Hills .vi11 1rans'er possession of Black H1I s v1nua: ly c01!ocated 
equ,oment 10 USWC via a no cost lease The sole purpose of me tease 
s to orov1oe USWC with exctus1ve possessory ngh:s 10 Black Hills 
v1r:ua y collocated eq..1 oment T1tle 10 1~e 8 'ack H:lls v1nua11y collocated 

eq1.1 omen! snail no1 pass 10 USWC 

lnstallat on ano ma ntenance of Black H1:·s \/1 uaUy collocated equ,pment 
,., 1 oe per'ormed by USWC or a USWC auinonzeti vendor 

· , 8 ,ack Hills shall ensure 1hat upon rece·ot of the Black Hills virtually 
co1loca1ed equ,pment by USWC all wa rranties and access 10 ongomg 
1ecnn1ca1 suppon are passed through to USWC all at Black Hills 
ew:pense Black Hills shall advise the manufac1u1 er and seller of the 
,1rtually co!loca1ed eou10ment that B!ack H lls equ pmen1 w,11 be 
p0ssessed installed and mamtamed by USWC 

Back Hills virtually collocated eqwoment must comply with the Bellcore 
Network Equipment Bulld1ng System (NESS) Genenc Equ,pmenl 
Requirements TR-N1NT-000063 USWC W,re Center environmental and 
transmission standards ana any s1a1u1or1 1oca1 state or feoeral) andlor 
regulatory requirements 1n effect at the time of equ,oment 1ns1alla11on or 
tna1 subsequently become effective aiac• H, ,s shall provide USWC 
interface spec1f1cat1ons (e g e ecmcal 'unc:,cnal on1s1cal and softworeJ 
of Black Hd!s v1nually co:·ocated equ.omen: 

• 3 USWC may restrict me 1ype of JI ua I co 1oca:eo eQu•ol'T'ent USWC will 
only permit basic :ransm.ss,on 1erm1na: ng ecu oment 10 be v1nualty 
coltocated by B'ack H· Is Blaclo: H,11 s may ,eauest Collocauon of other 
equiomen1 pur-sua.,t 10 tne BFR 0rocess or througn add,11onal 
Interconnection '1egot a1 oros uncer ·ne Act 

B1ack H,lls must spe: 't a so'tY.are oat ons ano associateo plug-ins for 
11s v1nualty coilocated eQ.; omen\ 

15 B ac Hills 1s reSD0'1S o e 'or ourcras ng a,.o ma nta1n1ng a supply of 
spates Up0n failure of 8 a: "' H, .s v1rtuall:, co,,ocated equipment Btack 
Hills 1s responsible or :ransportat-on and oe·,verf of mam1 enance spares 
10 USVIC at the Wire Ce-,1er housing the la eo equipment 



C P"!vS1Cil' COIIOCill10n 

USWC sna\l provide to Black. Hills Pnysical Co1ioca110n of equ1pmen1 
necessa;y for In1erconnect1on or for access to unbundled Network 
Elements except that USWC may provrde for V1nual Colloca11on 1f USWC 
demonsIrates to the Comm1ss1on that Phys1cal Collocation 1s not practical 
'or tecnn,cal reasons or because of space llm1tat1ons as prov1oed 1n 
SecI:on 251(c)(6) of the Act USWC shall provide such Collocat1on for 
tMe purpose of Interconnection or access 10 unbund

1
ed Network 

Eiements except as otherwise mutually agreed to 1n wr1tmg by the 
Part.es or as requ,red by the FCC or the appropriate Comm1ss1on subJect 
to tne rates terms and conoIIIons ol this Agreement 

'Mlere B!aci< Hills Is virtually collocated 1n a premises which was 1mt1ally 
prepared tor Virtual Collocat1on Black Hills may elect 10 {1) retain its 
Virtual Collocatton 1n that premises and expand that Virtual Collocat1on 
accoro,ng 10 the rates terms and cond,ttons of this Agreement or (11) 

un ess 11 Is not practical for Iechn1cal reasons or because of space 
m IaI,cns convert its V1nual Col1ocat1on aI such premises 10 Physical 

Co1Iocat,on 1n wnIcn case BlaCK H,11s shall coord.nate tne construction 
ano rearrangement w1tn USWC of ,1s eciu1pment (IDLC and 1ra:1sm1ss,on) 
and cIrcu,Is for which Black Hills sha1t pay USWC at appncable rates a"d 
pursvant to tne other terms ano condIt ons In this Agreement In addition 
at aop1ica0Ie Phys,cal CollocatIon recurnng cnarges snail apply 

B,aCI( Hills ,•, II oe altoneo access 10 me POI on non-d1scnminatory terms 
Btac"' Hills owns and Is respons1bIe for the rnstal1a110n ma1n1enance and 
reoa•r of its uansmIssIon eQu1pment located within the space rented from 

uswc 

Bae.; H ;5 must use leased space promptly ano may not warehouse 
'3pace for 1a;er use or sublease 10 another provider Pnys,cal Co1!ocat1on 
s o"ereo ,n Wire Centers on a soace-ava1laote 'irst come first-seNed 

bass 

The mIn1mum standard easable amount of floor space 1s 1C.0 sQuare 
feet BiaCo( Hills must etflc1ently use tJie leasea space no more than 50% 
o' tne oar space may be usea or storage cabinets and worK sur'aces 
The Corr.m1ss,on will be the final arb.trator ,n points of d spute between 

the Paniec; 

Blacl( Hills leased oor space will be separateo from otner compet1t1\e 
prcvIoers and USWC space througn a cage enclosJ1e Black H•lls may 
e+ecI to have USWC cons1rucI tne enclosure or choose from USWC 
approved contractcrs to construct tne cage meeting USWC s rnstallahon 
Tecnnicai Publication 77350 Blac~ Hills must de1err."11ne a1 the time of 
app!1caI1on whether USWC or an 3pproved contractor will cons•ruc1 the 

\;39::! enc.osure 



The follow ng standard features will be prov1deo by USWC 

7 1 Heating ven111a11on and air cond111omng 

7 2 Smokelftre detection and any other buudmg code 

requ,rement 

USWC Respons1b1l1t1es 

8 1 Des gn the floor space w1th1n each wire center which will 
constitute Black Hells leased space 

8 2 Ensure 1hat the necessary construci1on work 1s performed 
to bu11d Black Hills leased physical space ano the nser 
from tlie vaUit tc the leased physical space 

8 3 Develop a quotation spec1f1c to Black Hills request 

8 .i:. E:,.tend USWC-prov,ded and owned fiber opuc cable from 
the POI tnrough 1he cable vaull and extend the cable to 
B1ack Hills leased physical space or place the cab le m fire 
reiardant tubing pnor to extens1on to Black Hills leased 

phys1cal space 

8 5 lns1ai:a1,on and maintenance and an related activity 
necessary to provide channel termination between 
USWC s and Black Hills eqwpment 

8 6 Wor,,_ cooperatively with Blacit Hills 1n maners of 101nt 

testing and maintenance 

Blac,,_ H11 s Resoons·b1ht1es 

9 1 Determine wtio constructs the cage or enclosure for !he 

phys,;;.al space 

9 2 Where applicable procure 1nsta1I and ma1nta1n all f1oer 
optic ac11 ties up to the USWC des,gna:ed POI 

VVhere apphcab1e procure Jnd 0rov1de all necessary fiber 
nterconnect10n cable and connectors from the US\NC fiber 
a1s1nout1cn panel and the cage enclosure 

'/Vhere applicable procure and provide all necessary cable 
and comiectors from the cage to the USWC d1stnbutm9 
fran .e oes19na1ed as the single point of ;erm1na11on 

tSPOTJ 



~ 3 lrs1a ma main repair ana service an 8lac11. H,!ls 
eau,omerit 1ocated ,,, the leased pnys,cal space 

9 .: Ensure that a11 equipment ,nstatled by Black Hills c>.1molles 
w1m Bellcore Network Equipment Building System Generic 
Eou1pment reou1rements USWC Mre Center 
environmental and 1ransm1ss,on s1anoards ana any 
statutor:,, ,1ocat federal or slate) or regulatory 
reou1rements ,n effect a1 the hme of equipment insta!lat10n 
or ·riat subsequently become effec11ve 

'O O.,,e construct.on 1s complete for Physical Collocatmn and Black Hills 
"'as acceoteo :s leased physical space Black Hills may orocr 11s OSO 
0s1 0S3 or other E.-:panded Interconnection Channel Termma11ons 

11 B ac< H, iS may not extend USWC dark fiber to B,ack Hills leased 
p"'ysca soace or connect 0S1 10S3 Channel Terminations 10 USWC 

oark fber 

1' at any time USWC determines 1hat me equipment or the ,nstallation 
ooes not meet requirements Black Hills will be responsible for ine cos1s 
assoc•ated with the removal mod1f1cat1on to or mstallat1on of the 
eau·oment to bring ,1 into comphance II Black Hills fa,ls to correct any 
nori-comphance w1th1n fifteen ( 15) days of wrt1ten no11ce of ~on­
comoliance USWC may have the equipment removed or the cond1t1on 

coirec:ed at Black Hills expense 

, 3 II our1ng 1nstallat1on USWC determines Black Hills act1V1tces or 
eau oment are unsafe non-standard or 1n J1ola1ton of any apphcab!e laws 
or regulations USWC has the nght to stop work unttl the s1tuat1on 1s 
rerT'ed1ed If such conditions pose an 1mmed,ate threat to the safety of 
USWC employees interfere with the perlormance of USWC s service 
oot,ga11ons or pose an 1mmed1a1e threat 10 the physica ,ntegnt:, of the 
cor-:ju,1 system or the cable facillhes USWC may perform such worl(. 
ar,c•or take action as ,s necessary :o correct tne cono t,on at 6,ac< Hilts 

e-..cense 

D Co1 oca1,on Ra1e Elernents 

Common Rate Elements 

The fono .... 1ng rate eiements specified in Aopend x A are comir:m to bolh 

V,nual an'J Pn,s1cal Co1locatcon 

1 1 Ouo1e Preparation Fee This covers ine -.-. ork ,nwolved in 

ver fy,ng soace and develop,ng a .:uo:at1on for Blaclt Hills 
for tne total costs involved in its conoca11on 1eques1 



1 2 Entrance F ac,hly Provides for fiber ophc cao!e on a two­
fiber basis from the Poml of ln1erconnect;on uhhz1ng 
USWC owned conventional s1ng1e moae type of fiber op11c 
caole 10 !he collocated equipment · for Virtual Co11ocat1on) 
or 10 the leased space (for Physical Conoca1,on) Entrance 
facility includes riser fiber placement entrance closure 
conduit/cnnerduci and core dnthng 

1 3 Cable Spl c1ng Represents the tabor and equipment to 
perform a subsequent sphce 10 the Black Hilts provided 
fiber optic cable after the 1ni11al 1ns1allat1on splice Includes 
per-setup and per-fiber-spliced ra1e elements 

1 -1 -48 Volt Power Provides -48 voit power to the Black H11ls 
cotlocaied eq1J1pmen1 Chargea on a per ampere bas1s 

, 5 48 Vol: Power Cable Pro>1rdes for the transmission of -48 
.. o,t DC po ,..e, to the collocated equ1pmen1 It includes 
eng1neermg furnishing and 1nstalllng the main 01stnbut1on 
0a1 power breaker associated power caole cable rack 
and local pov.-er bay to 1he closes! power 01s1nbut1on bay 
It also includes the powe, cable (feeoers) A and B from the 
local power d1str1but1on bay to the leased physical space 
(for Physical Collocat1on) or 10 the collocated equipment 

1for Virtual Co11ocauonl 

1 6 Inspector Labor Provides for !he USWC quahf1ed 
personnel necessary when Black Hills requires access to 
the Point of Interconnection after the 1ni11al 1nstallat1on or 
access 10 its physical co\locauon floor space where an 
escort is required A call-out of an inspector after business 
hours 1s sub1ec1 to a m,n·mum charge of four hours The 
rmn1mum ca •out cnarge sna!I apply when no other 
emp101ee is present ,n the loca11on and an off•sh1ft 
USVJC emp10,ee (or contract employee) ,s required 10 go 
o:-·i.st, ~ on bena t of Black Hills 

1 ~ Exoanoea lnterco.,nec1,on Channel Term1na11on (EICT) 
Te·eco~mun1ca11ons 1nterconnec1,on betv.een Black H1l1s 
collocated equ;oment and USWC s ni:tv.ork 1s 
accompl:she<l ..,,a an Exoandea Interconnection Channel 
Term,nauon (EICT) Th,s etemen: can be at the DSO 
OS 1 0S3 or other 1evel aepend;ng on t'le USWC: service 11 
is connecMg to Connect,on to any other network or 
te·ecommun1ca:1ons source w1tn1n the Wire Center 1s 
a1'01•, eo only 1nrough USWC serv,ces 

• 8 E ( anded lnterconnect1on Chan.,el Regeneration 
R~qu,ied when the 01st.1nce from me leased physical 



soace lor P"'IJ'S cal Collocat,on) or from tne coll:,clled 
eaJ ornen1 1!or Virtual Co11oca11on1 to trie USWC network ,s 
o1 su",c,en\ lengtn 10 require reqenerat•on 

1 9 Col ocat o· Cross Connec1,on A charge to connect two 
co11oca1eo Co-Prov1de1s w11h1n the same serving wire 
cel":e· The cross connect 1s beMeen ·ke 1ntermea1ary 
frames te g OSO OSl) w1th1n USWC s serving wire 
cemer There 1s a montnly recumng cha•ge and a 
non·ecumng 1nsta1lat1on charge both wilt be b,.:ed 10 the 
spec.',c Co-Provioer requesung the cross connect 

• ·o Co11oca1 on S,ngte Point of Term1nat1on (SPOT) A arge 
assoc1atea ..... th the 1nstalla11on cnange and ma•ntenance 
o' 8 acot H11s eau·oment on the U3WC SPOT cross­
:onnec. bay or frame w11h,n a wire center Recurring and 
norrecumng charges are assesseo per two-wire oa,r per 
Ana,og PL TS/ODS terminat,on Unoundled Network. 
temi,nat,ons and per 1erm1na1,on for eacn OS 1 or 0S3 

requested 

1 ' 1 Co,toca1,oo Cable Racking ~ nonrecurnng charge for 
caore rac..ing required between Blacr.. H,11s equ,omenl and 
USVVC s SPOT Caole Racking 1s assessed on a per foot 
bas1s for eacn two-w,re pair per Analog PL TS/ODS 
termmat1on Unbundled Net1.-. ork 1erm1nat1ons and pet 
1erm1na11on for eacn OS 1 or OS3 requested 

1 1 2 Co11oca11on Grounding A charge associated w,th 
prov,d1ng ground;ng tor Blac\o. Hills cage enclosure and 
eau1pmen1 Recurnng ana nonrecurnng charges are 
assessed per foot 10 Black H,lls cage enclosure 

E Pn'fS cal Co!locat on Rate E!ements 

Ttie 'o to,-. ng raie t->ements as soec,•1ea 1n Acoena11c A appl/ only 10 

Pn1s,ca· Co•iocat·on arrangements 

Floor Space Rental Provides tne rront I/ rert for the 
eased onys,cal space oroperty taxes ana base ooer311ng 
cost ..... tnout -48 volt DC po .... er Includes conven.ence 110 
AC 15 amp e1ecuu:.a1 ou1lets provided 1n accordance ..... 11 
1oca1 coaes ana may not be used to oov. er :rarsm1ss,on 
eci..,pment or -48 vo11 DC pov.er generating equ,pment 
A'so inctuoes maintenance tor the leasea space provides 
for :he preventative ma,ntenance (climate conuo:s fillers 
fre and i1f":: systems and alarms mechan•cal s.,.s1ems 
stanoara HVACI b,weel(ly housek.eeong ser.1ces 
s.-.eeo ng spot ctean1ng tra~n 1emova;, of t"'e US'.\C 



wire center areas surrounamg the leaseo physical space 
and gL•neral reoa.r and maintenance 

Enclosure Bu1ldou1 The Cag1:: Enclosure Bu1ldou1 etemeni 
mc:uae c; tne ma1eria1 and laoor 10 construct me encJosure 
Slack Hills may choose from USWC approved con:ractors 
10 cons1ruc1 the cage 1n accordance .-.. ,th USWCs 
mstalla11on Technical Pubhca11on 77350 It includes a nine 
loot cage enclosure air cond111omng (to suppon Blac11 
Hills loads spec1fleo) llghtmg {not lo e>cceeo 2 watts per 
squart! foot) and conven,ence oulle1s , 3 oer cage or 
number required oy building code) Also provides for 
hum1d1f1cat1on 1f required Pricing for the Enclosure 
Bu1ldou1 will be provided on an md1v1dual bas1s due 10 the 
umqueness of Black Hills ,equirements central office 
s1ructure and arrangements 

V1rtua1 CoHocallOn Rate Elements 

The following rate elements as spec1f1eo 1n Appendix A apply uniquely 10 
Virtual Colloca11on 

Maintenance labor -· Provides !or the labor necessary for 
,epa r of out of service and/or serv1ce-affec11ng cond1hons 
and preventative mamtenance of 1he Black Hills virtually 
collocated eqwoment Black Hilts 1s responsible fa, 
ordering maintenance spares USWC will perform 
maintenance and/or repair work upon receipt of the 
replacement maintenance spare and/or equipment for 
Black Hills A call-out of a maintenance 1echmc1an after 
business hours 1s suo1ect to a minimum charge as 
spec1f1ed above 

Training Labor -· Provides lo, the b1ll1ng of vendo·• 
prov,ded tra1n1ng for USWC personnel on a metropolitan 
service area basis necessary for Black Hills vu1ually 
collocated equipment wn1ch is d1fferen1 from USWC 
provided equipment USWC will require three USWC 
employees to be trained per metropohtan serv,ce area in 

which !he Black Hilts \11rtually c0Uoca1ed equ pment 1s 
lo,;;ated If by an ac1 of USWC trained employees are 
relocated retired or are no !onger available USWC will 
not requ11e Blac11 Hills 10 provide tram1ng for add111ona1 
USWC employee::i for tne sam(" v1nually collocated 
eqwoment 1n 01e same meiropohtan area The amount of 
lrammg billed to B!aclt H,tls will bE" reduced by half should 
a second r.otlocator ,n the sam~ metropolitan area select 
the same virtually collocated equ1i:me'l\ as Black Hills 



EQuipment Bay -· Provides moun1Ing space for the Black 
H111s w tually collocated eawomen1 Eacn oay ,nc1udes the 
7 1001 bay its 1nsta l1a1 1on an necessary environmental 
suoports Mounllng space on the bay 1nclud•ng space for 
the fuse panel and air gaps ner-essary for neat d1ss1pat1on 
,s l1m1ted to 7B inches The mon1hly rate ,s apphed per 

snelf 

E· ;;,neerIng Labor •- Provides the planning and 
eng,neer,ng of the Black Hills virtually co1loca1ed 
equ,pment at the time of 1ns1a11a11on change or removal 

lnstallat,on Labor - Prov,des for the 1nstalla11on change or 
remova o! thE. Black H Us v,r1ua•Iy collocated equ,pment 

G Co ocat on ,.,s:a, a: on 1n1erva s 

-;-,,,,. 'o o., ng ,r :e.-.a s are commo., to ooin Virtual anc Phys,cal C0Uoca1 ,on 

:..-.-rio .-. eag.,,eni of FIoor Space Ava1lao.iI1y W1th,n flfieen oa1s ot the 
rece,c: oy US'/JC from Biack H,'ls of a Request for Co11oca11on USWC 
,,,, n01.fy BIacl',. Hills whether sufficient floor space ,s aya ilao!e to 

accommodate Slack. H,lls request 

uote Preparahon W1th,n twenty -fiye business days of Black Hills 
rece,pt of space aYailao,hty by USWC USWC .... ,n provide Black Hills w11h 
a wr itten quota•,on con1a1nmg all nonrecurnng charges for the reques1ed 

::c oc.11Icn arrangement 

..,o:e Acce~!ance W tnIn th1 y days of the 1ece,p1 by Btack Hills of the 
US\'. C c-.o:cn,on e·ac;. H s w,11 acceo1 the USWC orooosed quota11on 
;.;ceo:ance s.,a rea;.Jre payment 10 USWC of ftty percent of the non­

•e:..,r' .,g cnarges 010-.1 cea on tne auota11on 

Co""'= et ar- c' Encios~re Construe.on 1Pnys,cal Co1 oca·.on only I W 1th1n 
~: .::a , s cf :ne acceotance of the auo a1 ,on D/ Back H, 1s the 
ccnstru~ on c1 •ne necessary cage enclosure s a11 oe como!e1ed sub1ect 
:o a'", ce a,s cawseo bf government agenc·es oeycnci US\<\C s control 
.!..· • ., s : r'! .,..,. "!asea floor space .v I oe dJa·lao e to Blad H, 1s for 

"S'.a a:,:;~ 01 :s co o:a'. ea eau,omeni 

........ o e· O" c' Co OC..J!eel EQu·omerit 1nsta :at,on V J1:J3; Co ocation only1 
US :. 1,,., sra c::irro e:e tne nsta Ia1,on of B1ac,< H ,s co 1ocatea 

e: .. :;.-e--· ., , .. ., 00 aa,s of USWC s rece 01 • e:acoi. H,11s co11oca:ed 
e:". :-e": Tr,e ns:a 'at on ol 1ine cards ano other m,nor mod1f1ca1ions 
s· a oe re-'·wTJea o:, US'/ on ,ntervats eau ... a·ent !O those tnat USWC 
a.:::; es :c :se f oJ: ,n no nstance sha an) sue~ ,nterval e:..ceed 90 

.::a;S 



H Mio-Span r.1eet Arrangements 

The Pan es rr-iay a'S0 cnoose 10 ·nte1connec· via a r.to•Span Meet Such 
,n:erconnectcon sna be ,m,teo to fac1h11es pro, oeo for me 1n1erconnect1on of 
any ioca exchange or 10,ntlJ prov,ded sw,tcned access traffic between 1he 

Pames 

Physical Arrangeme'"!ts of M,d Span Meets In a M1d•Span Meet each 
Pa ; extenos ,ts fac ,11.es to meet the other Pany The pom! wnere the 
fac11it1es meet tne M1d•Soan porn! Each Pany bears 11s own costs to 
es1aol1sh and ma1nta,r a M1d-Soan Meu arrangement However the 
Part es aiso agree ma1 a 1ecnn1cal anangement for a Mid-Span Meet may 
,n..,o'•,e one Pan/ placing and extending its '1ber fac1ht es to the Wire 
Center of tne other Party w11h suff1c1en1 ado,11onal length on the fiber to 
permit me rece1v1ng Party to term,na1 _ :he f,ber w1mou1 requmng sphcmg 
of ·ie ',ber fac1hues pnor 10 the terminal eau1pmen1 1n the receiving 
Party s W re Center In this s11ua1,on the Parties will negotiate 
reasonab e compensat.on to oe pa,d to the Pany exteno,ng the facd111es 
for the associated laoor ma1enals and conou t space used tn extending 
ts fac1 ,t,es betond a negotiated Mio-Span po,nt 

Eng neer,ng Spec1f1ca11ons The Pan-es agree 10 estabhsh technical 
,nterlace spcc,',cat,ons for M,d-Span Mee! airangements that permit the 
successful merc:onnecnon and comptet1on of traffic routed over 1he 
fac1ht,es that ,n1erconnect at the Mio-Span Meet The techn1cal 
spec:rf,cationJ w ill be designed so that each Party may as far as 1s 
technically 'easible 1ndependenlty select tne 1ransm1ss1on mult1ptexmg 
and fiber terminating equ1omen1 to be used on its side of the Mid-Span 
Meet Reou,rements for such ,n1crconnect1on spec1f1ca11ons will be 
de med 1n 101nt eng,neenng planmng sessions between 1he Pames The 
Pames will use good 'a·th efforts 10 develop and agree on these 
spec1f1cat1ons w·th 1n 90 0a)'S of me dete1mma11on by the Pames that such 
s0ec1f1cat1ons snail be ,mo:ementeo and ,n any case pr1or to the 
estabhsnment of any M,o-Soan Meet arrangemen1s betv.een tne,11 In 
tnc ~vent the Part.es cantiot agree on the 1ec:hmcat spec1f1ca11ons 
requ,red tne Parties •u I aher d•scuss,on at 1he V1c.e Pres•dent al level 
1n1erconnec1 w.th eacn other us1r,g one of me 01:ier mterconnect10n 
arrangements defined e:se\•,tiere 1n t 1s Agreement 

Pnor to the establ.shment of any M,d-Span Meet arrangement the 
Pantes agree 10 1omtly develop a't ado, 1onal necessary reou1rements tor 
such 1nterconnec11on including but not tm1ted to such 11ems as control 
and ass1gnmen1 of lac1l,t es w1lh1n the fiber r.-1 ,a.Span Meet arrangement 
network management requirements maintenance respons1bm:1es and 
operational :esung and acceptance requirements for 1nstalla11on of Mid­

Span Meets 



XIII MEET POINT BILLING ARRANGEMENTS 

A For '.r>e purposes of mis Section the Pan,es agree tha! tandem and end office 
SlJO!ef'd,ng arra"'lgemenis sna!I be according to LERG with respect to 
'l:erconnect or, oel\'.een the Pan;es for J01ntly-prov1dea Swl!ched Access 
arrarigemen1s e>:cect as mutually amended by the Panies The Parties agree 
tnat ur-ere tne1 1o·ntly prov de Switched Access services to lhtrd panres they will 
snare re -. enues rece,,ed tor such services m the following manner 

Each Pan, mil b,'I the Switched Access customer based on its own 
S,-. tcned Access rates tmult1ple bill mulllple tan 

/Jt,ere tne tandem Pany switches directly to the enc o!f ce Party s end 
of'"ce 1ano a~JaUy provides tne transoon 10 that end off,ce i ano :ne POI 
'or me Mee! Point Trunk Group 

,s ,n tne Wire Center where the enc off ce s 1oca1ec :"le tancem 
Party receives 100% of the m1!eage-sens,11we pen on of tancern­
sw,tcheo transport and 

1s ,n a Wire Center other than where the end off.ce ,s locatea U· t! 
end office Pany receives a propon,onate stiare of the m11eage­
sens11we portion of tandem-sw tcnea uansoon to be revie,.,.ed 
annually 

Ttie Pan·es agree to file billing percen:ages ,n tne National E,:cnange 
\aruer Assoc1a11on (NECA) Black H1 is " 1 fiie the ,n1t1a! data and 
USVVC w11I concur 1n t e percentages _., thin JJ dais 

B Trie Part es ... II b1 s~-.1tched Access customers n accordance w,th me MECAB 
artc l.1ECOD gu1de1,nes The Parties agree to .-.or -: coopera! ve1y 10 support !'"re 
,•. or • of tr-e OBF ano 10 1mp.ement OBF changes to MECAB anc MECOD ,n 
d::ccrcartce wt the OBF guicelines 

C Troe ?a-, es ,._ .. se reasonaoie effons 10 crea:e ,r,e ao, 11 :o pro111de 10 each 
o:ne• ... ,,en re;.i~esteo tne Sw,tched Access Deta Usage Data and'or the 
S,•, :c"'eO Access Summary Usage Data requ1rea for tne 01· ing and'Of :al,dat1on 
_, t""e ,c nt,f orovioed Sv..1tcned Access such as S\-. ,tcrea Access FGB and FGD 
T1·e Pa,. es agree!;, p,o,..1de this aata 10 eacn 01ne1 at no cha:ge 

:J D.:tl.J r=c•l'T'al anc Da:a T1arisfer 

l"'e :ance'Tl Pan, sr-a11 prov ide to the end of'"1ce Pany •,•mere reQues1eo 
1ne o ll•ng name and billing aodress of all IXCs orig,nat ,ng or '.e'r.110a1·ng 
t•aff cat !he end office Party send office 

Basec on :"le 1nd, J1oual ca,1 flows tnat can occur cena,n t,pes cl records 
1. r-a , e :o be e~changea for b1!l,ng oLJrooses m the venfrcat·on of IJ111 ng 
-,.e Part,es agree 1r,a1 tne exchange of 01 ling •eco10:; .-. 1,;;. ;:e tne 



Be core s1anoard Er,1R 01 , 1 50 ano 20 formats Tn!!se recoras w1,I be 
e•ct-anged o~ rrag~ef:c !ape )r 11a e!e "on c da'.a :ransfer -wnen 

ava ;10 e1 

//hen Blaco:. H,!ls and USWC b:11 for 101n1., F'-'• Jed Sv, .tcnea Access 
service the Parties will mutually agree to tne 'ormat time frame ano 
seltlement terms thai will be u11hzed The Parties agree to work 
cooperat vely m the Inous1ry fora 10 estab!1sn an ,ndustry format 10 be 

usea b; aH earners 

The enc off,ce Party shall provide 10 tne tancem Pa y me Sw11ched 
Access Oeta I Usage DaIa (category I 101XX recoras) for ong1natmg 
access usage on magnetic tape or via NDM on a monthly oas.s within 
fourteen ( 14) aays of the last day of tne b1 ng penod 

Upon request when the tandem Party records Iermmat,ng access usage 
or IXC Toll Free Service usage on behalf of tne eno otf,ce Pa1y the 
1andem Party will send tne end office Party Sw tci,ed Access Summary 
Usage Data tcategory 11 SOXX records) for usage va1,aa11on 

E Errors may be discovered by Black Hills :he IXC or USWC Eacn Part/ agrees 
10 prov.de the other Party w1lh not1f1cat1on of any discovered errors w thin two (21 

ousmess days of tne discovery 

In the even! of a loss of dala ooth Part.es sna11 cooperate to reconstruct the lost 
data and 11 such reconstruction Is not poss,b!e snail accept a reasonable 
es11mate of tne test aaia based upon three (3} to twelve ( 12) months of prior 

usage data 

G All aata associated wl!h the processing and seltlement of messages under this 
Agreement shall be maintained oy 1he Parties for the perioa currently- used by 
each Pany for such 1nforma11on m comptiar,e w11h tegal and/or regulatory 
ruIings Different data reten1Ion periods require the agreement of me Part,es 

XIV. LOC AL INTERCONNECTION DATA EXCHANGE FOR BILLING 

There are certa,n types of calls or tyoes of 1nterconnec11on tnat require exchange of 
b1lhng records between tne Pa Ies 1ncludtng for example a1ternate b1Hec ana Toll Free 
!:;erv1ce caIIs The Pan;es agree that all call types must be routeo between me 
ne1,,., 01ks acco,m1ed for and settled among tne patties Cet1a1n calls w1l1 be hand

I
ed 

.,,a the Parties respective operator service platforms The Parties agree to utilize 
where poss1b!P and appropr,ale eiostmg accountmg and settleme~l systems 10 bill 

exchange records and settle revenue 

A Ttie e).change of bdhng records for alternate b11led calls te g calling card b1ll•IO· 
tnird ;1nd collect) will be distributed through the e,c•st ng CMOS processes 
unless 01herwIse separately agreej to by the Parties 

•:.,~!BBC "'~53 



B lnter-Compan; Se:: ements ncs··) revenues will be settled mrougn the Ca111ng 
Caro a.,d Tn,ro Nu,r,oer Sett!ement System ( CATS") Each Party w1 l1 provide for 
its oNn arrangemel"'tS for pa~Ic1patIon in the CATS processes through 01rec1 
pan,cIpat,on or a nesting arrangement with a direct pan1c1pan1 

C Non-lCS revem..e s defined as collect calls calling card calls and b1l!ed to 1h1rd 
number ca.is wn:ch or g,na1e on one serv,ce providers network and terminate on 
another service orov1der s nerworl< In the same Local Access Transpon Area 
f"lAT A The Part es agree to negotiate and execute an agreement within 30 
oa,s of tne execut on of this Agreement or settlement of non-lCS revenue This 
sec irate a•range-rent is necessary since e.:1stu•g CATS processes do not permit 
me .ise c' CA TS 'O'. rion-lCS revenue The Partces agree that the CMOS system 
ca'l oe used to iranspo:t the call records for 1h1s traffic 

D Bo:ri Par es •.. oro•.,oe tne appropna1e call records to the mtraL.ATA ToU Free 
Ser. ,:e P•o·., ce1 •~i;s oermItt,ng the Service Provider to b11I its suoscnoers for 
. .,e nbo .. na To Free Serv,ce No ad1ustments to bills v1a rapes disks or OM 
... oe ...,aJe .... :ro .. t :ne mutual agreement of the Parties 

XV SERVICE STANDARDS 

US\'.C sna cro·.- ,s1on .,sta ma,ntam repair and monitor all services m1erconnect1on 
'ac ,1 es uno..,.,o.eo e·er""e"llS collocat ,on elements and an other 1nterconnect1on 
ar,angef1'1ents !a.:,I · es ano services oroered oy Black Hills to a1 least the same level of 
qual.1y ... n1cn USWC oro·J oes 10 itself or others and m compliance w,lh any quahty of 
service ,eau.rer~en:s ,mpesed by the Comm1ss1on 

tn '.iiP. i?Yeiit of a .J sou'.c o,er performance of me s1anoards the Par11es will use an 
exceu,teo arc tra•.on orcceeo .,g ..., ,th a mutually agreed upon arbitrator to resolve the 
d,spu1e Tn·s aro t·a'. on sr-J perm,t ttie aro,uator 10 award actual damages wh~n 

aroropr,ate 

XVI INTERIM RATES 

us•,:.c s rates set ' c .. ., ., .t-ooenc ,c A are ,nter,m ano tnose rates .,..,n be corrected and 
tn,s Ag•ee~eiit a'Tlericeo :c •e• ect tn~ permanent rates de1e1m1ned by 1he Comm1ss1on 
,n ts gerer c cos: 1'1"'C'..,oc,::; 09, ar.o rate oockei Tnose permanent rates will be .Jpplleo 

on a gong for-,..a•c oas s 

XVII AUDIT PROCESS 

Auo 1 5"'3 ,rea" t~e :o--,c•enenswe •e·J:ew of 

A oa:a usec n 1ne bcl ,ng process for ser".l1ces per1ormed and fac1ht,es 

o•o, ..ii?o uncer tri s Agreement ano 



B da1a rele\lant to pro.,,is,on ng a.,a ma,ntenance for ser .. ,ces oerlormea or 
'ac1l.t1es pro\11deo by e 1r-e1 of 1he Pan es for 1se:• or otriers tna1 are 
s1m1.ar to the services performeo or tac: t,es pro.i1dea Jnder th,s 
Agreement for rnterconnect,on or access to L.f'IOuna ed e,ements 

The daia referred 10 1n suosecuon · B) aoove shall be relevant 10 an., performance 
standards that are adopted 1n cor..,ec11on w11h this Agreement lhrough negot1a11on 
arb11rat1on or otherwise 

This Auait shall take place unoer I e following cond1t1ons 

A Either Pan> may reQues: :o oerform an Audtl 

B The Auo.t snait occur u~n 10 business days wntten notice by 1he 
reQueshng Pany 10 the non-reQuest1ng Panv 

C The Aua·t shalt occur during normal business hours 

D There shall be no more than one Audit reques1ea by each Pany under 
mis Agreement m any 2-month period 

The ,equesttng Pany may re\11ew lhe non-requesting Pany s records 
books and documents as may reasonably contain mlormat1on relevant 10 
the opera11on of th1s Agreement 

The location of the Audit shall be the loca1 1on where the requested 
records books and documents are retained 1n the normal course of 
business 

G All transactions under this Agreement which are over 24 months old well 
be considered accepted and no tonger subject 10 Aud11 

H Each Pany shall bear 11s own expenses occasioned by tne Audit 
pro\11ded that the expense of any !peCral data col1ec11on shall oe oorn by 
the reQueshng Pany 

The Party requesting the Aud it may reques1 that an Audit be conducted 
by a mutually agreed-to 1ndepenaent auditor Under this circumstance 
the costs of the independent auditor shall be pa,a for O/ the Pany 
requesting the Audi! 

In the event that the non-requesttng Pany requests that the Auo1t oe 
performed by an independent aud11or the Panies shall mutually agree to 
the selection of the independent auditor Under this circumstance the 
costs of the independent auditor shall be shared equally by the Panies 

K The Pan,es agree that 1f an Aud11 discloses error(s), the Pany resoons1ble 
for the error(s) shall u, a trmety manner undertake corrective acr1on for 
such error(s) 



All .nforma11on received or reviewed b-, tne rec1uest,ng Pan f or the 
,noeoenden1 aud,1or ,n connection .-.,11h the Auo t s 10 be cons,oered 
Proooetar,, Information as defined by this Agreement The non­
requestmg Party reserves 1he right 10 re u rl! any non-empioyee who ,s 
•nvolved directly or md1rectly 1n any Aud1t or the reso1u1,on of its fmd,ngs 
as descnoed above to execute a nondisclosure agreement sausfactory to 

the non-reques1mg Party 

XVII I AUOIOTE XT ANO MASS ANNOUNCEMENT SERVICES 

;.. tie Part es agree that access to the aud,otext mass announcement ano 
"'o•r-a'. 1on serv ces o~ each Party shOuld be made ava1taole to the other Party 

.... oo., execL.t1on of an agreement def,n1ng terms for b1tl1ng and compensation of 
sue" ca s Sel"\ ,ces ·ncluc!ed in this category include 9i6 calls whether at 
•a'.eo or usage sePs-t11e lntral.ATA 900 services and other lntral.ATA 976-lke 
sen. ces or as ava ,ao•e Such calls will be routed over tne Local ln1erconnect1on 

Trun• s 

B 8 3"'."' H1> s ano USV.'C will work together 1n gooo faith to negotiate and execute 
tre agreement for o ll1ng and compensation for these services within 90 davs of 
tne e11.ecuhon of this Agreement The Parties agree that the,r separate 
ag•een"ent on aud101ex1 and mass announcement services will include details 
concerning the creatton exchange and ra1 ,ng of records all of which will occur 
.... 11hou1 any exp1,c1t charge between the Pan,es as well as a process for the 
hana:ing of uncollect1b!es so that me on91nat1ng Party does not have any 

resoor.s101hly !01 ~nco11ect1t1les 

C Ul'1:, such time thal such an agreemen1 s executed Black H:lls may cheese to 
o·oc-: sucn ca 1s or Blac< H.lls ,,.,111 agree 10 back-0111 and compensate 
re:roact1ve1y for such calls once tne suosequen1 agreement 1s e'(ecuted 

re1r.;ac .e 10 the efect,ve date of mis Agreemenl 

0 Usa:,e Sens·\ ve Conioensat1on 

A Ju1J,Ole.d ano riass announcement ca is shall oe cons,oereo to, ca ·s fo1 
c; .. •coses o' ,ec o•oca CCl'"'loensat on oe1-.,, een tne Part es C::mpensa1,on will be 
oa o casec on tne, cornoensat ori for 101 ca is referenceo ,n t" s Agreement ., 1tn 
reso~a !O rec ;:·:Jca compensat on oe:-.-. een tre Part.es exceo: ;hat suc'i 
co.,..~f!l'\Sat,on s"a be oa::, tiy tre Party :er~ nat,ng ne ca rawe• '.han tne 

Par.1 or g nat,~g '..,e ca 

B .,g ano Co ec: yi co~per,sa1,o., 

B ,r-g and co ec: on corrpersa: O"" w oe dea t ,•, 1'" n ine a;•eemen: 

re'eren:::eo ,, 1ri,s section 



XIX DISPUTE RESOLUTION ANO BINDING ARBITRATION 

The Part,es agree tnat in the even! of a oe'auI1 or v,o,a: o• _..,oe• or 'o~ an, o.spu:e 
ar,s,ng unoer :nIs Agreement or related agreemen:s ine Par:-es may r-ave ,n conrect on 
w th tms Agreement the Parties shall f1rs1 confer 10 o.scvss :ne 01spu1e and see,;: 
reso1u11on pnor to 1nit,ating an1 dispute resolution action or oefore aut or1z,ng any public 
statement about or authonz:ng o sctosu1e of the nature of the o.spu1e to any third party 
Suen conference shall occur a: least at 1ne Vice President le ,ei 'or each Party In the 
case oi USWC its v,ce Pres,dent for 1nterconnect.on or eai,; ..-a ent off,cer sna·1 
par1ic1pate ,n the meet and confer meeting ano B;ac\.- H, s eQu,11a.en1 o icer snail 
part.c,pat•: In the event the Parties canno1 reso've :he a.s:iute iney w II employ the 

lollow:ng procedure 

A Ant conuoversy or claims ans1ng out o! or re•a· rig :o '" s Agreement or any 
creacn hereof snail be sented b)I aro 1ra;,on 1n acco•o .-..,th ;ne Commerc1a 
Arb tra• on Ru es of the Af"erican Aro, rat,O\'\ Assoi:.1a'. on ( AAA'l Such 
aro.trat on shall oe held 1n the Stale ,'inere 1ne o.sot.tt: ar,ses or any other 
locat on to which the Parties agree Wrinen notice of rs1en1 to aro.tra1e shall be 
served on the opposing Party at east twenty (201 business aays pnor tc the fihng 
of sui:n no11ce at me appropr,ate AAA reg ona 1 office 

B The Part·es agree to request an exoed ted heanng oefore the AAA and if the 
AAA can arrange such the hearing snail commence v,1tnin s11.1y (60) days of the 
filing of the arbttra11on claim II the AAA ,snot able to arrange for the heanng 10 
be held w1thm sixty (60) days of sucn ding then 1he neai,ng shall commence on 
the AAA s ftrst available date 1hereaher but within n,ne11 (90l days of the on91nal 
Ming o, the a1b11ra11on claim For disputes 1nvolv1ng an alleged failure of a party 
10 adhere to oe ormance standards '.ne arbitrator shall ,ssue a decision on the 
matter w1tn,n ninety (90) days of !tie request for ar0,11a1,on 

C Eacn Party shall bear its own costs and dllorneys 'ees ano the Parties snail 
share eoually the fees ano expenses of me arb1tra1or 

D The JUdgmen! upon the a Nard rendered may be entereo ":ne mgnest Court of 
tre forum capable of 1ende11ng such 1udgment e,1ne1 Sia:e or Feoeral ha11ng 
1urisd,c1ton ano shall be deemeo f.t,a: and b no.ng on oo:" o' '."e Pan es 

XX. FORCE MAJEURE 

Neither Party shall be resoonsible for de a1s or 'a :ures ,n oenor..,ance resu,1,ng 1rom 
ac!s or occurreni:es beyond the reasonable control of sue Pan1 regard,ess c.,I w~ether 
such deiays or ta,tures m performance ,,.,ere foreseen or foreseeao'e as 0

1 
the dale of 

1h1s Agreernen1 1nduamg w thout t.m,1at1on f,re e.<plos•on ac:s of Goo war revo1u11on 
c,~ 11 commotI.:::n or acts of pu0I,c enem,es any law oroc• regu1a1.on or oramance of 
any government or legal body sink.es er delays cat.sea by the other Party or any other 
circumstances beyond tne Party s ,easonable control In sucn e.,.ent the P.l y affected 
shall upon g1vIng oromot no1Ice lo the otner Part/ be excuse-a from such performance 
on a day-10-.Jay basis 10 the e" tent ol such ,nter1e'.ence ,ano :ne other Party shalt 



llkew,se be excused from performance of its obhgat1ons on a day.for•day oasis to the 
extent sucn Pany s obhga11ons relate to !he performance so interfered with) The 
affec~ed Pany shall act 1n good faith to avoid or remove the cause of non.performance 
and both Pantes shall proceed to perform with dispatch once the causes are removed or 
cease 

XXL COMMISSION DECISION 

This Agreement shall at all !Imes be subiect to such review by the Commission or FCC 
as permitted by TA 1996 II any such review renders the Agreement inoperable or 
creates any amb1gu1ty or requirement for further amendment to the Agreement. lhe 
Parties will negotiate 1n good faith to agree upon any necessary amendments 10 the 
Agreement 

XXll , TERM OF AGREEMENT 

Th1s Agreement snail terminate on December t 2000 The Parties agree to commence 
negotiations on a new agreement no less than fil!...1§.l months before the expiration of 
1h1s Agreement 

XXtll. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Agreement shall become effectcve June 15. 1998 

XXIV. AMENDMENT OF AGREEMENT 

Black H11ls and USWC may mu:ually agree to amend this Agreement m wtll1ng Since 11 
rs possible that amendments to this Agreement may be needed to fully satisfy the 
purposes and obiect1ves of this Agreement . the Parties agree lo work cooperatively 
promotly arid 1n good fa 1tn to negotiate and ,mplement any such ada111ons. changes and 
corrections to tr .s Agreement 

XXV. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 

E'(ceo1 as ~1herw,se orov1ded r.ere1n nerther Party shall be hao!e 10 the other in 

connection w1:., :he orov1s1on or use of services offered under :his Agreement for 
ind.reel 1n:1dental conseauent1a1 soec•al damages mclud1ng {w11hou1 hm1ta11on) 
damages fo• 10s1 p:0'1'.s regaraless of me form of actron whether m contract mdemnity 
warraniy strict ao• 1ty or ton 



XXVI. INDEMNITY 

Eacn Pany sna!I .ndemn,fy ano hold the other harmtess from any ha01ut1es cla.rr,s or 
demands (1ncludIng the costs expenses and reasonao1e anomey's fees on acccun1 

1hereof) tnat may be mace oy !Md panIes for 

personal 1n1unes 1ncIud ng death or 

damage to tang1bte propeny 

resulting rrom the sote negI1gence and/or sole w11tful misconduct of that Pany 11s 
employees or agents In the oertormance of this AQreemen1 Each Party shall oe end he 
other at the other's request aga nsl any such habll1ty cta:m or oemand Each Party sha,I 
not.f. !he other promptly of wntten claims or oemanos against such Pany of wtuch tne 

othe• Party Is solely responsible hereunder 

XXVI I. ASSIGNMENT 

Each party may assign 1n1s Ag1eement to a corporate aff1lia1e or an en1r1y under 11s 
common control or an entity acquiring all or subs1an11ally all of 11s assets or eqw1y by 
pro111d1n9 pnor wrrtten notice to 1he other Party of such ass1gnmen1 or transfer Neither 
Party howe11er, may assign or transfer (whethe r by opera11on of law or otherwise ) 1h1s 
Agreemenl (or any nghls or obhga11ons hereunder) to any other third party without the 
prior wnuen consent of tne other Party Consent 10 such assignment may not be 
unreasonaoly withheld Any attempted assignment that 1s no! permitted 1s 1101d ab tn1t10 
Without hm1t1ng the generali y of the loregoIng this Ass1gnmen1 shall be bmdtng upon 
and shall inure to the benefit of the Pan1es' respectI11c successors ano assigns 

XXVIII. CONTROLLING LAW 

This Agreement was nego11a1ed b\ the Parties In accordance with the terms of TA 1996 
and the taws of the State of South Dakota It shall be interpreted solely ,n accordance 
w,th 1he terms of TA 1996 and the apphcable state law In the State of South Dakota 

XXIX. DEFAULT 

If either Party believes the other 1s in breach of tne Agreen1en1 or other.-..1se rn v1olat1on 
of 1aw 11 shall first give sixty {60) days notice ol such breach or v1olat1on and an 
opponumty for the allegeojy defautttng Party 10 cure Thereafter !he Parties shall 
employ the Dispute Resolut+on and Aro11ratton proceoures se\ fonh 1n this Agreement 

XXX. NONDISCLOSURE 

A All tnforma11on, 1nclud1ng but not llm1ted to spec1f1cauons m1crofllm photocopies 
magnetic d1sks . magne1Ic tapes drawings ske1cnes models samples tools 



1ec"1n1cal 1nforma11on daia employee records maps financial reports and 
market oata (1) furnisheo by one Pany 10 1he other Party deahng with cus10mer 
spec,f1c fac11ity specific or usage specific mlormat,on oiner than customer 
1n!orma11on comrnun1cateo for the purpose o! pub' ... a11on ot a1rectory database 
,nclus,on or (u) m written graoh;c electromagnettc or other 1ang1ble form and 
marked at me ume of dehve as Conf1den11al" or "Proprietary· or (111) 
communicated orally anc declared 10 the receiving Party at the 11me of dehvery 
or oy written notice g ,en 10 1he rece1v1ng Party w11h1n ten (10) days after 
de• ,er, to be ·conf>den11a or ·Propnetary· (collectwely referred 10 as 
Proprietary lnformat1on·1 shall remain the propert/ of 1he disclosing Party A 

Pany wno recerves Pro~rietary 1nforma11on v,a an oral commumca1,on may 
•eaues1 wr ,nen conf.rmal;on mat the ma1er1al ,s Pro:me1ary 1n1ormat1on A Party 
.-.rio de! .ers Propne1ary ln!orma1,on via a oral commun,cat1on may request 
w r uen conf1rma1 ,on tnat tne Party rece 1v1ng the 1nformal ;On understands 1hat the 
matena s Propr,etary lnformat:on 

B Uoo., reaues1 b/ ine a sctos ng Party tne rece,,..1ng Party shall return all 1ang1b!e 
coo es of Propr·e'.a", lr' orma: .on wnemer Nrltten grapn,c er otnerw1se except 
1r-a1 me rece·v•nQ Pant may retain one cooy lor arcn1val ourposes 

C Ea::n Pan1 sna'I • eeo a:1 o' the otner Pan/ s Proone1ary tnlormat1on conf1aent1al 
ar.:i sna, use ~he otner Party s Propnetary ,.,forma1,on only m connec1,on with 
tn s Agreemen: Ne :net Party shall use the other Pany s Propnetary lnforma11on 
lo• an, other ouroose exceot upon suc;n terms ana cond111ons as may be agreed 
1.100n oe1.-.een the Pa,i es ,n .vntmg 

D Ur•ess otrer.•.,se agreed the oohga11ons of con >0ent1a,11y and non•use set forth 
n :h s Agreement do not aooly 10 such Propr.etar, Information as 

was at the :.rr,e of rece,pt a,reaoy " " n to :he 1ece1v.ng Party free of any 
001>ga11on to -.eeo ,t conf,dent,al evidencea bf wriuen records prepared 
pr,or 10 de ,very oy the d,sciosmg Part/ or 

·s or becomes p:;o· c:y ,.nown througn no .-.ron91u1 act of the rece,v1ng 

Pan1 o· 

s •,g .. tfu., rece .. eo from a t!i ro person hav ng no direct or 1nd1rect 
sec,ec) or ::c- ' ceiit a '.) 001,ga: ,>n to tne a sc os,ng Party w,th respect to 
s1.,,c:i ,n' cr,..,..a '. ::, .. ;:,r 

,s n::epe"Ce"' , oe.,,e eioea b; an emp1eitee ager\ or contractor of the 
rece . ng ?at"'./ ..,., en no .·1C1ua .s l'lOI ·nvo:veo n any anner .v,th the 
c1ov1s on o' ser, ces o..irsuant 10 !"le Ag1eemen: and aces no: have any 
c ·ec: or .,c rec: a~cess :o me Propne1ary Jn'cr,-,a1,on or 

s a sciosec :o d ·;1,rc perso., o, :ne o,sc'os ng Pan1 ,.,. ,:neut s1m1lar 
•estr c: o~s un sue" tn,,o oerson s r g"''S :,r 

s aooro,ec '.:· •e ease o, .-.r uen aut!io•,za: en 0 1 ire a·sc,os,ng Party or 



is requ1rea to oe 'T13Ce ouc.ic o; ·r,e •ece v -ig Pan}' oursuant to 
apohcab e :a.v or regu a1,on proviaeo :r,a1 ... e ·ece1vmg Pany shall give 
suff1c,en1 nouce of tne reou1remeri• :o the a sclos1ng Pany to enao1e the 
disclosing Pany to see~ protective orders 

E Effec11ve Date Of This Section Notw1thsiandmg any otner prov1s1on of this 
Agreement the Propnetary lnforma11on prov1s,ons of this Agreement sha

1
1 apply 

to all ,nforrr.at1on furnished by either Pany 10 tne other m furtherance of the 
purpose of this Agreement. '!Ven 1f furmsned before the date of this Agreement 

XXXI. EXECUTION IN DUPLICATE 

Thi s Agreemen? may be executed 1n duplicate cop,es and upon said execuuon shall be 

treatea as an executea aocument 

XXXII. MOST FAVORABLE TERMS ANO TREATMENT 

The Parties agree that the pro·.·1s1ons of Section 252(1) of TA 1996 shall apply mduo.ng 
slate and federal interpretive regulations m effect from time to time 

XXXIII . SERVICE PERFORMANCE RfSULTS 

A USW~ agrees to provide to Black Hills the same level of service that USWC 
provides 10 itself and/or its aff1ha1es as determined by measuring and companng 
a s1at1st1cally s1gmfic~nt number of actw111es hsted below 

For those services procured by Black H1l1s and unless othe1 wise 
no1ed below USWC sh~ll r.ieasure 11s results and those of 11s 
affiliate s as a percentage USWC shall also measure the 
percentage results of Black Hills 

Black Hills agrees 10 measure its oerformance related 10 these 
performance mc!:catcrs m prcv1dmg scrv1ce to USWC 

In some instances USWC may no! provide !he l,s1ed service 10 
itself or 11s affihates If USWC does not provide a s1a11s11cally 
s1gmf1cant num~r of a 1ls1ed ac!Mty for 1tse1f or 11s affihates 
USWC will provide data wh1cn will allow comparison between 
Black H1l1s performance results ar.d the average performance 
results of the same oerforrn.:ince md1cator for a !t.austical!y 
s1gn1f1can1 number of total acw,11t1es orovided 10 all other Co• 
Providers w1thm the stale m wh ich 1he service was prov1ced 

m r:o event shall percentage ,esJ1ts oe provided 1f me number of 
measurea ac1iv1t1es 1s less than a s1a11st1cally s1gn1fican1 l1nwerse 

P.age61 



of fe~-. er than sixty (60) act1v1t1es during the time penod of 

measurement 

The l·st of performance 1nd1ca1ors 10 be measured are as follows 

R"'o:;a1>Inacato1s 
Res,acnce Ins13IIa1 on Intervals Offered •Far, •,r n Pt.1ce1 
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ana.-.ou1s1 
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Ot.-s grt"O ,.,s,a .ii Ol'I Comm,1men1s t,1e1 (OSOi (Fac.ihl cs in Place I 
Cres,g"e-d Insta lat-on Comm,1men1s !.!et (OS I ) (Fac,hties in Place1 
Des gned Ins1aIla'. on Commitments t.'et tOSJ) (Facili! H 1n Ptacel 
De, 9"f"0 Insta.Ia1 on Comm1tmen1s ~.'e11Sw11cneo1 (Fao1111es in Ptace) 
co.P,o-.,,oe· caused lnslallauon ,.1 sses 

R~s aence O,sconnect Commitments 1.•e1 
s.. ,.ess O,sc.onned Commitments ,.,et 

Rt!s,dence l'lsla'1;11,on Reoo1s (H:eoa, Rt:P<lfl Afle, ti,s1a1!at,on1 \ \'ti\" 7 Oars 
B<.1s ness tr.s1a •at on RePo(!s 1Reoa,1 RePOlt Ane1 1nsta'·..1t,oni :tin,n; Days 
Dei.,g"~d In51;rIa•,oo Rep0/15 1Reo:1 Reoo11 Afler tns1a·1a1,on\ :nr, n JO ca , s 

,OSOi 
Dts ;"ea rns•a 'a ',011 Reoo11s 1Reoa Reo-Jfl A"':~1 1ns1a :a• >f'I '.', ·n n 30 O.i1s 

,cs1 
Oo!!s,g'l""<l :ns1a~a1.on Rec,orts 1Ret13 r Rer,ort At:ei •ns•.:. a! onI .', I" n JO Oa, s 

•OSJ1 
Oe~"ea ir•sta a1oon ~ePOflS 1Retia I RePOfl A"':er ns•a at""" :. '.fl n 30 Oc1H 

5..,,,c..,et1Access1 

-'t-s e~,,-1' Percent Out ot Ser.-,ce C'ea•f'<!,. 24 t-;;u1s 
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: e, ire:1 Pe,cert Out o! 5.!r, ,ce C ea•ea .. .i nours ,OS~\ 
~s gne:i Pe•,en1 Oul ol Se ,ce c·e .. ,eo ,n .. 41,ouis 1CSI 
Ot"s ;;-e:i Pt-rc'!-n: Out ol Se,.,,ce C,ea,eo,. , nours 10SJ1 
Qt>1, g"ee Pt,•~e"l Ou: of Ser.-,ce CieJrea ,n ~ " nou1s 1Sv. !CM~I 

~,-~ J"'"ce ;:,,.,.t',,, Oul cl Ser.- ,;,e in., Sf,n. ce J.~ect "9 C'ca1eo ~ ~S nour~ 
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B Failure to Meet me Service Stanaard If dunng a spec,fed rev,e.Y period :he 
performing Party fails to dehver tne same evel of service tha1 11 provides :o 1tsel 
such Party will use 11s oest eJforts 10 meet the serv,ct: s1anaara for tne nex1 
spee1fied review penod If the perform,ng Pa'!/ fa !S to meet the service 
standard for two consecutive periods the Pan,es agree in good faith to auempt 
to resolve such issues through negot:al on or pursuant to 1ne Dispute Resolution 
section of this Agreement Trus paragraon s-,an not be cons:rued to waive either 
Party s nght to seek legal or regul atory intervention as pro,..1deo Cy state or 

feoera law 

C Tt-e performing Party s fa ,ure 10 meet t~e ser,,ce standatd cannot be as a 
resuit d.recll)' or mC11rectly of a Oela,mg E-.ent A Delaying Event means ta) a 

•,j~''i!~SBC P~6l 
COS ~!,11,,,;1 Olb 



failure by 1he receiving Party o perform any of 11s obhga11ons sel forth in this 
Aqreemen1 (bl any delay act or failure 10 act by an end user agent or 
s1..bcontrac1or of tne rece1v1ng Party or (cl any Force Ma1eure Event If a 
Delaying Event prevents the performing Party from performing a measured 
achv1ty then such measured ac11v11y shall be excluded from the ca1cula11on of the 
performing Pany s comphance with the seN1ce standard 

0 Recoros Each Party shall maintain complete and accurate records for 1he 
specified review period of 11s performance under 1h1s Agreement for each 
measured activity and 11s comphance with the service standard Each Party shall 
provide to the other such records in a self-reporting format Such records shall 
oe ,n the format keel 1n the performing Party s ordinary course of business The 
Pan es agree that such records shall be deemed Propnetary lnforma11on 

E Cost Recovery Each Pa1y reser"Jes the right to recover the costs associated 
11,:n tne creation of the above reports and standards through a future proceeding 
be!ore a regulatory boOy Such a proceeding may address a wide range of 
1mp,ementa11on costs not otherwise recovered through charges established 

herein 

XXXI V.CONSTRUCTION CHARGES 

A All rates charges and m1t1al seMce penods specified 1n this Agreement 
contemp\a1e the prov1s1on of network Interconnection services and access to 
Network Elements to the extent ex1s11ng facthhes are available Exce p1 for 
moa11Lcat1ons to ei1s11ng fac1ht1es necessary 10 accommoda1e lnterconnec11on 
and access to er.Nork Elements spec1fica1ly provided for m this Agreement. 
USWC Nill cons:der requests to build add1t1onal or further fac1ht1es for network 
Interconnection and access to NeMork Elements as described 1n this Section 

B Res.ie 

(:ol'lsm.u;t,on charges assoc1ateJ with the resaie of services ..-. ,11 be apot ed in the 
same manner mat construction charges apply to USWC ~ reta,1 end users 
Col":racts may be negotiated on an ,nd1v1dua1 case basis wnen constrJc:1on 1s 

rea..i ,ea fc:,• ·ar e retail or resale customers 

C US J"IO lntero".ce Transpo 

To u,e extent tnat USWC constructs fac1l1t1es for LIS services ana or .-,:eroff1ce 
1ra.,sport Blac~ Hills will provide USWC wit a forecast of 1n1eroff1ce trunks and 
sv. 1cn pons USWC w11I perform a validated traffic eng,neenng est,mare oased 
on t..,e 'orecasted aemand and will then negotiate an agreed upon quantity of 
,nt~rotf1ce trunks and switch ports with Black Hills be ore constructing fac1

1
111es If 

8 a-:1' Hil1s •orecas1ed quant1:y eiceeds USWCs vahdateo uaffic eng,neer1ng 
es1 'l"ate ana 1f USWC finds 1l necessary to constn.cl added fac,ht1es then 
corist,u::t:on charges w111 apply 10 the e'llceedeo quantrty USWC v. 1!1 track 
ut, zat,on of uunKs and wnen minimum 1runk ut1hzat1on requirements are not 



me1 a •ecurnng cnarge w l1 acpty for a11 unused 1runks below the minimum 

ui za1 on level 

D Unound ea etwork Elements 

USWC will conduct an 1nd1v1dual financial assessment of any request which 
requ,res construction of networit caoacIty fac1ht1es or space for access to or use 
of unbund!eo Network Elements II USWC constructs to fulfill Black Hills request 
or unbundied eMork Elements USWC will bid 1h1s construchon on a case-by· 

case basis USWC will charge for the cons1rucuon through non-recumng 
charges and a term agreement for the remaining recumng charge 

1' ·1 necessary construc11on will be undertaken a1 the d·scret1on of USWC 
c:)nsIstent with budgetary respons1b1!1t1es cons1derat1on for the impact on the 
general body of end users and without o,scr: mmatson among the vanous 

earners 

A quote for Black Hills portion of a specific /Ob will be provtded to Black Hills 
The quote will be In wnung and will be binding for ninety (90l days after the 1ssue 
date When accepted Black H.11s will be b1lleo the auoteo price and construction 
will .:ommence after receipt of payment U Black Hills chooses not to have 
USWC construct the fac1 !1t1es USWC reserves the nght to bill Black Hills for the 
expense incurred for producing the engineered JOb design 

G ln the event a construction charge Is apphcable Black Hills service apphcal!on 
aa1e will become the dale upon wh1cn USWC receives the required payment 

XXXV NOTICES 

A.fly notices ·equ,red by or concerning this Agreement s.,an be senl 10 the Parties at the 

addresses sr.own below 

uswc 
Director Interconnection Se!'Vlces 
1801 California SJ•le 2340 
Denver CO 80202 

Black H111s F1berCom Inc 
2045 Samec Road 
Raold City SD Si702 

Each party shall inform the other of any changes m me ooove addresses 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Pan1es hereto have caused this Agreement to be el!ecuted by 
their respective auly authorized representatives 

BLACK HILLS FIBERCOM, INC. 

G-<.~ 8 ,::,..,.., 
Name ~ntec 'Typed 

Vit.t P,e..,~Jc.yvt .. r o, .. (!'lo~ 
Title 

I0-.3o-'i8 
Dale 

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. • 

Name Pnnted/Typed 

Dale 

• This Agreement is made pursuanl to Section 252 (1) of the Act and Is premised upon the 
lnlerconnecuon Agreement between CommCho1ce. LLC and U S WEST Communicattons Inc 
(!he 'Underlying Agreement") The Underlying Agreement was approved by the Commission 
on June 19 1998 

With respect to this Agreemeni the Parties undersland and agree 

1) They shall request the Comm1ss1on 10 expedite rts review and approval of 1h1s 
Agreement 

n) Norwittistano:ng the mutual comm:1ments set forth herein. the Parties are entenng In10 
this Agreement without pre1ud1ce to any posI1Ions they have taken previously or may take rn the 
future m any leg1slat1\ e regulatory or other public forum addressing any maners. including 
mose relat,ng to the tyoes of arrangements contained in this Agreement Dunng the proceeding 
In which the Comm:ss1on Is to revrew and approve the Agreement. U S WEST may point out 
tnat 11 nas O~JeC!ed and conhnues to ob1ec1 to the mdus1on of the terms and cond111ons to 
wh1cn 11 ob,ectea In the proceecmgs Involv1ng the approval of the Underlying Agreement 

m) This Agreemen1 contains provIsIons based upon the dec1s1ons of 1ne FCC and the 
Comm1ss1on under and with respect to the Act Currently court ana regulatory proceedings 
affecting the subje:1 maner of this Agreement are m vanous stages. 1nctudmg the proceedmgs 
where certain of 1he rules and regulations of !he FCC are being challenged (ill, Iowa Ut11t11es 
Board v Federal CommJn;ca11ons Comm15s,9n 120 F 3d 753 (8., Cir 1997). film_ .1 and the 
oroceed1ngs Nhere the Commissions dec1s1on(s) grving nse to the Underlying Agreement are 
under and subjeC. :o appeal and review (the ·Proceeamgs ") The Agreement has nol been 
corrected to reflect tne requIremen1s claims or 'Jutcomes of any of the Proceedings. although 

P~166 



·ne or,c 119 coes reflec: the Cor:im,ss on s most current geiienc oroer 1f any Accord,ngly when 
a f na; decision ~r oec1sIons are mace ~ :ne Proceeomgs na1 automat1calty change and moc1fy 
ine ur-oerit,ng Agreement .nen o<e c-,anges and moo1f1cat1or-s will s1m1larly be made to this 

Agreerrerit 

·,J VVtiere 1he outcome or outcomes of the Proceedings oo not automatically change or 
moa,fy me Underlying Agreement out tne Underlying Agreement 1s cnanged to comply with 
such outco"'e or outcomes then ke changes and mochfica1i0ns ,,. :01m1larly be made to this 

AgrePmen1 ,mmta·a1ely 

vi It s ooss,ole ma1 a se!l!ement of some or all of the issues !'lat are the subJect of the 
Proceed.ngs may oe negot,ated :herec, ma'o;tng cnanges or moa.f1cat1ons 10 the Underlying 
Agreement ana such cnanges or mod.f1ca1:ons to 1he Underlying Agreement anssng from such 
a sett:ement N I s1m1Iar1y oe made 10 ,ms Agreement upon the apcrova1 of the Comm1ss1on (or 
other aumonzed en1It1) of sucn changes or moo.f,cat ens of the Unoer1y,ng Agreemenl 

P~IP' 



APPENDIX A 

The fo o,. ng ra:es ar~ p•,ces a·e baseo ones ae11eI0Pf?(l 01 USWC ana 'iubrr 1:ec •o 1rie Comm ss 0" ,r, 

proceec ngs .v 1n ATS T Com'T1un,cat,O:"IS of ·ne .I o..-.est Inc These ia:es a"'.l er ces stia' be me •nter,m 
1a1e!. effcct·ve betv.ee,i me Patt es un.ess ano unt,1 the Co'Tim ss1on soec,~ca I rev,e..,s aoproves ano 
estant,shes o,tterem .,,er·m raies ano p11ces An" if the Comm1ss1on does re~,e.v aopro-,,<> ano estao

1

,sn 
o,ttet\.?'lt ,n:e1,m rates an!l priees In a seoarate proceed,ng or ,nan a10111m,on oroceeo,ng th£n at tne 
reQues: al e,tner Paf1Y tne following raies ano orices w tl1 be couecteo ano ao1usteo to reflect a,l of tne 
Comm1ss~n aotllovec ano es1ao1isneo 1nterIm rates and puces Thereafter .... nen 1ne Commission fmallf 
,ev ews aopoves ano esiao,ishes tne final rates and prices men tn,!, Atipcnd1x and me Agreement sna1t 
t>e coirecteo ano ao;usted to reflecl I ose final rates and onces It 1s eKoress!y agreeo mat atl of tnese 
conect,ons ano ao1us:men1 ma1 oe effecteo by .:hanging this Appeno,x A The correctons ano 
aoiustments .v 1 oe on a gong fo~ard bas•s and no pnor payments or cnarges N I oe refo~oeo or 

ao,us:ed out Or''/ fut1.1e oa1ments ano cti~rges 

APPENDIX A 

US WEST INTERCONNECTION. UNBUNDLED NETWORK ELEMENTS. 
ANCILLARY SERVICES. RESALE PRICE LIST 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

INrERCONNECTION Lo·"c~. ~, ~EX~C~H.~N~G~,---------------

En1t11f1,cF,1"/Jry 

0S1 f•erir, .11 
053 C ec1•, :i 

Call rarmm.111on 

A,1,1,1qe Pt:• ,.,,..,,e ,! Use 

Call r, .. 11spor1 

Ouc,r rrun lted r,1111ipcrt 
,O •.1 es 

OS 
.,. ~ ·~ ,:5 
,e•.S• 

1.• ... 1 
::,s, "•I'' .,, 

•"' - ' ~'> 
,M ,::~ • ~,Q 

Q<;,• _,.. < 

0$3 )'.' H 
i:l5) ,., •. _ -

S3 , i. "· ~c. 
) ., .. •· 
) ..... 

Recurring 
$82 59 

533699 

Pnco 

SOOOl469 

~.-ne 
s:~~ .2 
S2J'3 SJ 
snlj·, 
S~4J • . ..a 

Nomocumngj 
$51580 
561186 

Port-Me 

None 
!009 
SO 12 

"'" SOOi' 

-.o,. .. 
$10 4) 

Sl08J 
S!J<:11 

52444 



T1ridem ,Swirch" Tr;ansport 
~.rJem s..,, 1c.n,11g Pe, M,11u1e a, t.:se 

Tandem Tr1ri.sm1ss1ori 
O t.~.,e 
Ove10•8M,1e~ 
Over8 25tJ 1es 
Ove, 25 • 50 M,Tes 

er 50 U ies 

Mulvplexmg, per 1rr.:1rigemerit 

0S310 0S1 

Pnco 
~ 

"'" 
,,, 

c= F1•ed 

$0000412 
'1)000<06 
'1)000,08 
$0000410 

Recurno9J 
51 9132 
518128 

lcOMMO~s~~~~:,,,~,~,G°'NA~L""IN~G~A"'c~c,~s~s~s,"R~Vl"'C~f -----~='---

fnr,,,. ,:_e F1c1/tty 

OSI Elect 
OSJ Elec.tr 

Duecr Link T~rispon 
OSO OU~-; 

OSO OY«,Oto8 
OSO ei!to:?5 
OSO Qv,:tt 25 10 50 

OSO e1 50 

os, 01.1,!H 
os, er0ro8 
05' t'l8T025 
05' er25•o50 
OSI .. ,0 

O,recr tink Tr;a,ispo,1 
DSJ OM,1es 
osJ.Qve,0108 
OS'.\ - 0,..«,8to25 
OSJ • c, :?5to50 

0S3 er 50 

CCS Lmlf - First Uni!: 
CCS link - E1cn 1dd1t1on•f Unli 

STP Port - Pe, Pon 

Mu /1Jp/1t.11 /,ir, 
0S3to0S1 
0$1 10 oso 

PHYSICAL AND VIRTUAL COLLOCA T/0,"l 

Common E/1ments 
Quote Preparn1100 Fee 

Rec:umogl 
582 59 

533699 

Flaed j 
Nono 

5171 4 
51712 
SI~ 13 
$1 71 4 

""" 534 75 
534 76 
S:1476 
534;5 

sone 
52J6 22 
S23653 
S236 ":'I 
524194 

RKumog 

To 6e N~Ol•31f<J 
To Sc N~otiateo 

To Be 11.~01,a:eo 

$191 32 
518128 

Recurnng 
To a--;-igo11a1ea 

Per M11e! 

"'" $0000012 
sooooo,.i 
S000001J 
,0000009 

Noorecumo;J 
S28i 45 
52SO 77 

Noorecumng j 
S515SO 
561186 

PerM11ej 
ono 

5009 
50 ,, 

50" 
5007 

Nono 
S095 
S1 82 
5177 
S I 23 

~:one 
S1043 
S1083 
5391 

52444 

Nonrecumn,gl 
ToBeNego1,ate<1 

To ••Nego-Ja!e<l 

To Be Negol•a:eo 

S287 ;15 
$28077 

Nonrecurring! 
s,ro:ioo 



EiC! Cna·1ne1 Tem•na~,ons 
2-w.ie D50 E1Cr 
4 w,,e OSO EtC-r 

D51 E!CT 
DS3EICT 

EICT Regone,at,on 
0S1 Roge,,e1a1,o" 
D53 Rogene1at,on 

Cal)leSP g 
Per:.t,h;O 
Pe1F,tte1$p . .;eo 

"8 ·, Po...,e•Ca11-e 
20 Amoe·e C.J~i-,, Rec;urnng 
"0 A~e Caoac,ty Recumng 
60 AIT'oe•e Cao;)Oty Recu11,,,9 

Virtual Co/loca11on 
Ec..i,pmen1 Ba, Pei Shel l 

Tra,,,,nq pe1 ·~ HOU! 

Pnys,nl Colloc,11,on 
Ca~"' Hai':! :,a E"'CICISufe 
Reri.1 ;,,, 1.•a ~•ero;nre) Def 5,q.,a1e •001 Zone I lNOte 21 
Rent "" l.'a !t'"41'1Cel oe, 4ud1e •001 Zone 2 . Note 21 
R!ffil ,. 1.•a ,,•ena,xe/ pe,1 sq1.13re too• ZOfl" 3 (Note 21 

ANCIL.LARY SERVICES 

Oirecto,yAss1starice 
Pr,ce c,e, Cal - Fae, tes Basect Pro. -OfHS 

L,svrigs 
P1,ma1' ._,,tir,i;is O •ect As,,:.uN:e .',1'1:10 & Y~IIOw 
Pages 

f !J.-l•f 

510i83 

511 4 
S145 

SI~ .r, 

S3656 

51221 
57561 

Nooe 

Nono 

St524 

so" 
5015 
SO 17 

Regular Hours! 
$2770 

Recumng j ,, .. 
Regular Hours! 

$24 54 

52393 

S27 70 

524 5" 

Recumng) 
ICB 

5275 
5226 

"00 

Pnce 

S031 

NoChaige 

51 00000 

s21,155 
S274 65 
$31169 
531328 

S31169 
531328 

S,474 70 
5-3795 

None 

57021 
59520 

5107 22 

.A.tterHours j 
53599 

Nonrecurnng j 
Nooe 

After Hours! 
Nono 

S3201 

S3599 

532 6A 

Nonrecumf\i l 
ICB 

None 
Nono 

'·""' 

P~70 



Ass,gnmenr ot Numt>ers 
,\u,gnments Pt'r "a.iwy 3u.ce1 nes 

Busy Lm• Venfrc1t1ot1 
Pet"Ca11 

BusyL..lne ln t•rrupf 
Pet"Cal 

,..01, 1,•etnod 

C Pnc:;e ==7 
'I' na,ge 

S09:! 

!ACCESS TO UNSU•_o_L_Eo_E_L_ ... _._. _,s _______________ __; 

Unbundled Loops 
2.V1eUS·lJf' , Sla~ 
• \VIie US-L.,n, S1a1ewioe 

Basie ,nstaiia•.oo F11s1 US-Un-. 
Basic: ln1,.1a11a110t1 Eacn Aoc.1,onal LiS-L-,'1' 

lns1111.;;11,on w,!n Coolcwmarce ~UL'lg Finl LIS-.l,M 
lnit111a1,on· ... 1nCon!orr,ai,c:;e TH EacnAOOtJOnal 

US-L,r,lr. 

COOfo,na1ea1nsta at,onwi Tesing F11s1usuno. 
Cooro'1\a:eti 1ns1a :a11on wi1ri r es11og Eacn Aoo,~ 
US-Lin, 

Recumng 
S2109 
S393A 

S2t 49 

NontKum!'il 

SUl629 
S~44 

s ,;o79 .... , 
S21800 
S13J81 

,,. ,. 

''""' 
Untwno1ed Pons Recumns11 Nonrnc1.1ringj 

Eno ()t'",ee Pon Pei F<t?.! Port 
End Off,ce p Pe, Eacn Adc!l,onal Pon 

~.-er-age Pei M.nu1e Use Per Pon 

RESALE 

C115tom~ r~ns,~ Ch•rg• 

uswc Resold Serv!CH fNole 5} 

s , ,, ,, .. 
SOOOJ.469 

Nonrec1o1rnng 
S,00 

SS839 
S52 96 

WholH.al• Oi1coun1 Rue 

lnduOes oiu,ng and colleCI oos operator serv>eH ano 
011ectorv ass,stance 15 55 

II CLEC PfOVICIH 111 own operatOf SefV·ces •J,tectory 

p~•, 
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~ :!0re,,1411 N l:CA4 far'! 
l Tris ~na,,;e ,ppi,es ... 11en a CLEC 1ea~u1, 1SON capatlol!y on an uM>unoled looo 11·11'.11r 1•11n 1& •II 

-' Tri I e11a,;1 IDP''II 1, llen USWC ,..,,.,1 ~•ii~ I NetwOII< ln11111ce Oevce IDI' ii CLEC DI' "'llef'I U 
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South Dakota Public Utili t ies Commission 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Penod of November 20, 1998 through November 25, 1998 

If you need a complete copy of a Ming faxed overnight ex.pressed or mailed 10 you 
crease contact Dela:ne Kolbo within five business days of this f1hng 

P one 605-7i3-3705 Fa, 605 7
" -3809 

NATURAL GAS 

NG 8-0i • ln the Maner of ·~e Appiir-..aI1on of MidAmerican Energy Company for 
At.Jtnor,t)' 10 Increase Rates for Natural Gas Service 

On o,·emt>er 23 1998 MidAmerican Energy Company filed with the 
Comm1ss1on an application for authonly 10 increase natural gas rates ,n 
Soutn Da,(ota The apphcauon seeks an overall increase 1n rates m the 
a aunt of 53 218 .t:, .t: or approximately 6 5°Ai The Company has 
rea:Jested a cnange in rates to become effective for b,lhngs after 
December 23 • 998 

Sta" Attorney Camren Hoseck 
Consumer A airs Lent Healy 
Date Fi led l-23-98 
Invention Oeaahne NIA 

TELECOMM UNICATIONS 

TC98-205 1n the Matier of the F ,hng by U S WES r Commumca11ons lr.c for 
Approval o' Interconnection Agreement oe1-...cen 81a Hills F oerCom 
Inc and U S WEST Commumcattons Inc 

On November 24 998. US WEST Commun,cat1ons !~c 'ded ar-i 
1nIerconnec1ton agreemenI between ,tself Rn<l B1ac,.. H ·1s F berC-:Jm Inc 
Any party wishing 10 comment on t ,e agreemenr may ao so by !11,ng 
wntten comment:. w1It, the Comm1ss1on ano tne pan,es :o me ag·eement 
no tater tnan December 15. 1998 Pan es lo the agree~ent ~ar' :e 
... r,aen res ~ses 10 the comments no :ater an Ja~ua')- 5 1999 

Staff Anorney C3m:-on Hosec-. 
Date fileo ovemoer 24 1998 
Responses due December 15 • 998 

You may receive tn1s l,s1ing antl otner PUC puo1ica1,ors., a :,u• .-.et:1s 1e , ~ a "'te<r~\ e tT1a11 
You may subscribe to the PUC ma111nQ ,s! :11 r, •I0 ~-.-.~.v stall" so 1..s p ... ci 
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Public Utilities Commission 
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December 3 1998 

Mr James H Gallegos 
Senior Attorney 
J S WEST Commun1cat1ons, Inc 
1801 Cahforn1a SIreet. Suue 5100 
Denver CD 80202 

Mr Dick Re ighard 
Black Hills F,berCom. Inc 
2045 Samco Road 
Raprd Coty, SD 57702 

Ms Knsune B Macneal 
Contract Development & Services 
U S WEST Commun1cat10ns, Inc 
188 Inverness Dnve West Suite 600 
Englewood, CD 80112 

Ms Colleen Sevold 
Manager - Pubhc Policy 
U S WEST Commun1cat1ons Inc 
125 South Oakola Avenue 8th Floor 
Sioux Falls SD 57194 

Ms Linda Miles 
Contract Development & Servtces 
U S WEST CommunicaI1ons. Inc 
1600 7th Avenue Suite 3210 
Seaule WA 98191 

Re US WEST Communicat1ons, Inc /Black Hills F1berCom Inc 
lnterconnect1on Agreement 
Docket TC98-205 

Dear Folks 

Enclosed you wlll find copy of Staff Analysis and Recornmendauon with reference to 
the above captioned ma11er This Is 1nIended as sefV!ce upon you by mail 

Very truly yours, 

Camren Hoseck 
Staff Attorney 

CH dk 
Enc 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BYUS WEST 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR APPHOVAL OF 
INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
BLACK HILLS FIBERCOM, INC. ANO U S 
WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

STAFF ANALYSIS ANO 
RECOMMENDATION 

TCSB-205 

Al 47 USC Section 252(a}( 1) the law provides that negotiated mterconnect1on 

agree,.,,erits /tl1ch have t>een reached are to be submitted to the Pubhc Ut1l1t1es 

Col'"" .... ss on · Comm ss,on for ao ova Subrrussion of the agreement 1s to be 1n 

ac::o•oa.,ce ,. ti! Suosec. o., e o' t,, s pro ... son Subsect.on (e ) provides that the 

~ ss,on s :ore-ea et apoco..re tne agreement w-tn writ en f, ,ngs as to def1c1encies 

reasons f"\C..UOe a scr,m nat on ,!'lCOnS stency with the pubhc interest convenience and 

necess :y or 1ncons s1ency w.tn Sect,on 251 or me standards of (d) of Section 252 

Sta'f oases ts ana ys s ano recommendat ions on these standards 

• The agreemern ai page • or .. 111s e dating of tre agreement It does however 

ha\ie an e"fea ve ea:e of June 5 958 at Section XX.Ill The last sIgna1ure on page 66 

s cated No\emoer 6 998 Thes9 mcons,stenc1es 1n tie etfect1ve date are pointed out 

to me Corrvn,ss on 11 s me unoersigned anomeYs assurnpuon tha1 services and elements 

ha:1.? not oeen purchased u--cer this agreement or that other contractual activity has not 

taken place since I s effect1ve date of June 15, 1998 The Comm1ss1on may want !O be 

assured of this fact by the par11es pnor to granung approval 



2 At Sec:.11on XX.VIII , page 59. South Dakota law 1s lhe contro1hng law This has 

been the source of obJect1on by the undersigned 1n the past and 11 has been changed to 

a satisfactory form here 

3 The warranty prov1s1on which has been a source of obJectton ,n other 

1n1erconnect1on agreements has been removed here 

4 It 1s pointed out to the Comm1ss1on that serv1ce s1andards are contained 1n this 

agreement se 1 Sect ion XV at page 54 Basically they prov ide for U S WEST 10 furnish 

seN1ce and elements at the same level ,t furnishes those seN1ces and elements to itself 

Al Section XX.XIII page 61 , there are actual performance standards measures While the 

pan,es are free to agree upon these standards, their 1nclus1on 1n this agreement raises a 

question of d,scnm1na11on 1n that U S WEST has agreements without such standards while 

others defer adopllon of such standards until arb1trat1on 1n the US WEST and AT&T case 

estabhshes those standards 

CONCLUSION 

The C001m1ss1on should approve this agreement provided sati sfactory explanatton 

,s made with regard to whether or no any contractual ac1tv1ty has occurred since the 

effective date of June 15, 1998 Secondly, the Comm1 ss1on should be sat1sf1ed that the 

1nclus1on of perf:irmance standards do not conshtute d1scnmmatory act1v1ty 

Respec1fully subm,ued !hos 3 ~e°l:98 
""" UL Camron Hoseck 

Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Ulthl1es Comm1ss,on 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre , SD 57501 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that cop ies of Staff Analys1s and Recommendation were served on 
the follow,ng by ma1hng the same to !hem by United States Post Office First lass Mai l, 
postage thereon prepa1d at the address shown below on th1s the ·h day of 

December, 1998 

Mr James H Gallegos 
Senior Attorney 
U S WEST Commumcat1ons, Inc 
1801 Cahforma Street Suite 5100 
Denver CO 80202 

Mr Dick Reinhard 
Black Hills F.1 berCom Inc 
2045 Samco Road 
Rapid Coty SD 57702 

Ms Knstme B Macneal 
Contract Development & Services 
U S WEST Communications. Inc 
188 Inverness Drive West Su1te 600 
Englewood. CO 80112 

Ms Colleen Sevo1d 
Manager • Pubhc Pohcy 
U S WEST Commumcauons. Inc 
125 South Dakota Avenue, 8th Floor 
Sioux Falls, SO 57194 

Ms Linda Miles 
Contract Development & Services 
U S WEST Commumcat1ons, Inc 
1600 7th Avenue, Su1te 3210 
Seallle, WA 98191 

Camren Hoseck 
Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Ut1ht1es Comm1ss1on 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. SO 57501 
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Soatlt 'Da4ata 
Public Utilities Commission 

December 9 , 1998 

Mr James H Gallegos 
Senior Attorney 
U S WEST Communtcat1ons, Inc 
1801 Cahfom1a Street Suite 5100 
Denver CO 60202 

Mr Dick Re1ghard 
Black Hills F1berCom, Inc 
2045 Samco Road 
Rapid Clly SO 57702 

Ms Knst1ne B Macneal 
Contract Development & Services 
US WEST Commun1cat1ons, Inc 
188 Inverness Drive West, Suite 600 
Englewood CO 80112 

Ms Colleen Sevold 
Manager - Public Polley 
U S WEST Communicauons, Inc 
125 South Dakota Avenut!, hth Floor 
Sioux Falls SD 571~ 

Ms Linda M1\es 
Contract Development & Services 
U S WEST CommurncaIIons. Inc 
1600 7th Avenue. Su1te 3210 
Seanle, WA 98191 

Re US WEST Communica11ons Inc /Black Hilts r1berCom, In ::: 
Interconnection Agreement 
ooc;..et TC98-205 

Dear Folks 

Enclosed yo.J w11I fand copy of Supplemerit to Staff Analysis and Rec.o1T1mendat1on 
Wlth reference !o the a::>ove capttoned maner Tn1s 1s intended as service upon you 

cy 11a1I 

Very truly yours 

Camren Hose 
Staff httorney 

CH dk 
Enc 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE M.A.TTER OF THE FILING BY US WEST 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR APPROVAL OF 
INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
BLACK HILLS FIBERCOM, INC. AND U S 
WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SUPPLEMENT TO STAFF 
ANALYSIS AND 

RECOMMENDATION 

TC98-205 

As a suµplement to the staff analysis and recommendation dated December 3 

1998 I would p01nt out that BlaCi<. H,11s F1berCom Inc does no1 have a cert1f1ca1e of 

authonty to operate as a 1elecommumca1Ions company In South Dakota The only en11ty 

closely resembling this apphcant ,s Black Hills Fiber Systems Inc which was granted a 

cen1f1cate of author ity on August 5 1998 

It ,s the op,n,on of t e undersigned anorney mat under 47 USC 251 (a)(l ) 

1nterconnect1on agreements must be between 1elecommun1cat1ons earners as that term 1s 

defined to mean a 1elecommunteat1ons provider It 1s submitted that unless and until Black 

Hills F 1berCom Inc rs a prov:der of 1elecommunicat1ons services contractual 

1nterconnect1on Is 1mposs10Ie and the time hm1tat,ons of 47 U SC 252(e)(4) do not 

commence to run 

CONCLUSION 

The original staff analysis and recommendauon ,s hereby mod1f1ed 1n tnat the 

interc..:mnec1Ion agreement con1amed in th1s docket should NOT be approved ur~11 such 

time as Black Hills F1berCom Inc obtains a cert1f1ca1e of authonty 10 offer 

1clecommun1ca11ons service In South Dakota 



Respe futly suomItteo tn ·s 9t day of December 1998 

,, t~m ,,,.i~11kj_ 
Camren Hoseck 
Slaff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Ut1l111es Comm1ss1on 
500 East Cap11ol 
Pierre SD 57501 
605 773-3201 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby cen,fy 1na1 copies of Supplement to Staff Analysis and Recommenda11on 
v.ere served on me ol!owing by ma1hng the same to them by UMed States Post Office 
F,rst Class Ma I postage tnereon prepaid at the address shown below on this the 9th day 

of December 1998 

M# James H Gallegos 
Senior Anorney 
U S WEST Commun1catIons Inc 
1801 Cahforn1a Street Suite 5100 
Denver CO 80202 

Mr Dick Reighard 
Black Hills F1oerCom Inc 
2045 Samco Road 
Rapid C1t1 SD 57702 

Ms K11s1,ne 8 Macneal 
Con•ract Oevelopmen1 & Services 
U S WEST Commurnca11ons Inc 
188 Inverness Drive West Suite 600 
Eng:ewood CO 80112 

Ms Colleen Sevold 
Manager - Pubhc Pohcy 
U S WEST Commurncauons Inc 
125 South Dakota Avenue 81h Floor 
S1ou11: Falls SD 57194 

Ms Linda Miles 
Contract Development & Serv ices 
U S WEST Commurncat1ons Inc 
1600 7th Avenue Suite 3210 
Seattle WA 98191 

Staff Attorney 
South Dakota PuOhc Ut1l1t1es Comm,ss1on 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre SO 57501 
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Black Hills FiberCom 

.i ,.,._ . - , 'orr •• E~-. 11-• 
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\h Camrnn Jlu'L"-'l 

~ ·.th l)aluia l'uhh, l 1111111:~ Comm1,,1on 
-;1a1c Cap,tal Buildmg 
Pu:m: -.,I) O'iUJ.'i07U 

SuhJi:Ct l ~ \\'I \I Commumcat1on,. Im· Bl:ld, lh\l, t 1~•rt,,m Inc lntcrrnnnccuon 

Agreement I l)o;. \..cl I C98-~ll 'i I 

\\\,• h3\C rc\lC\\CJ th'-' '.',taff \nal""'' .ind Kc~ommcndauon ,ou lun,.mJ1;J to Iliad, lltll-­
l1tx•rl\m1 . In\. tn h:lh:r d:ucd llcccml:>1:1 J. 1998 !'an I ol \OUI ;mah~1,; addrc<;~S the 
ctki.:u, c d;uc of 1hc: agr"-c:mcnt ,\,ur a'i\um1,uon th.ti -.cl"\ ice~ and d.:mcnh ha,c TI(ll 
~en purcha'-<J undi.:r 1hi: agrccmcnt or that other contr.icuul t1cu, II\ ha, not taken nlacc 
,1fl(c 1h l.'ffc,11,c d:m: ol Junl! 15 . 19-18 1, tom:u :,.;o ae11, 11, under the agreement m 
antic1pa1t·J b, u!l unul our collx-a11tin agr.:cmcn: 1, rnmpkt..:d \\1th l S WI ·s 1 \\..: 
t:\11',' t.:I comph:110n uf 1hc: e1,lo.·;it1dn 3gn .. "t·m..:n1 tn th.: 1ir,1 qu:mi:r ,1f I 999 

II ,ou t1."t1u1u.: adJ111onal informJtrnn . pka~ contm.t mi: ut Kon '-lch.11hh: 

h.
1 

k D \\h11..: 

ifon '-..,.h;11hk. \ 'I',\. (1..:n~•r;1l \tamu.: .. ·1 
Kathl..: .. ·n I r11u£hton . <. i i.A lntcrnat~nJ1 
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C.rnm1nllo:,4,."\.'.,-, l'-I.{ 
Starr .\111, mc~ 
Puhh..: l 11hucs Cc1mm1v,wn 
500 I :c,1 (ap11ol A,cnuc 
1'1cm.·. SD ,;,751}1 

Kc ll1ad. ll1lb hhcr<.'c•m 
()ur l-tk \, o Bll•l 05'.:! 

l>car ( · amrnn 

Dcccmlicr 21. 1998 

RECF IVE 

I Im, kner is in rcspon:,e to ~our correspondence lo D1d. Kc1ghard of December J and 
lki:cmOCr 9 conceminb 1hc rnterconneetion agn.-ement bcl\\l'l' ll l I S \\'es1 Communica1ions. 
Im.: 1ft l ' :,.. \\\•,tM). and lllad, llil\s Fibcrcom. Inc. former!~ kn0\\11 a!> Black I I il ls Fibi.:r 

"'~'tcm,. 1111: C lllack ll1ll sftl 

\, It conn•rn-. the Dcc\·mOCr J letter and the accumpan~ mg Slaff i\nal~ ,1:-. and 
Rccm11m.-mbt111n. I no1c in the conclusion a question is rJiscd rcla1i,e 10 the clT1..-ctiw date or 
June I :li. l'H8 As 11 concerns the proposed 1111erconnect10n agrccmcnl bct\\t·cn l\lack l lill:i and 
l !-, \\'c,t, th.II Ja1c ,,a.s u.-.c.-<l because it \\ a5 lhe date orthc mlcrconncetion agreement hct\\cen 
I :,. \\ csl and Coml'hoice. \,h11:h ,\ as 1hc m...Jd ogn.-cment u1il11cd h~ 11\n..:k llil l, lf)"'I h:1,1.: 

3Jl~ 1unhcr i4uc:.11on, as 11 concerns tnat matter. I trust ~ou will cont:icl tnl' 

As 11 concern:. ~our lcner of Dt."'Ccmbcr 9 and thl· Supplement tu Staff ,\ n:il~ sis and 
K-.·commcndations 1 MSupplcm1:ntft). lhl· origmll S1r11T Anal)SI~ and Rr..-commcn<lat1l,n3 arc 
1mw.'11kJ. premised upon a qm::,11un ~ to ,,hcthcr Black I lilb Fibi.:r<..'0111 ha '- :i cendic;1tc or 
authont, to ofll'r tdccommunicauon l>l.'f'\ ices m South Dal.om l11is mquil') t!> ob, iou,I~ ha~d 
upon th1.· foci that th1.· Order Granting Cen1ficall· of Authonl~. d;1tcd h~ the South IJ;1kuta l'ublil· 
l '11lt11cs Connnis<;mn "" AugU$1 5. 1998. r1..-c t,gmzeJ lllad. I l1lb Fiber s, , 1em:-. Inc .. as an 
11uthun11.·d pro, ider of 1dccommunica11on SCf'\' ICC~ On Scp1cmhcr 17. I ')9K. the Soulh lhJ.. ota 
~ccretJ.0 or State rccogni,cd a change in 1hc A nicks or lnnuporot,on of Ulal·k I !ills Fiber 
S) stems, Inc., ,,here in 1he n.1mc ,, as chnng1,,-<l to Black I !ills l'tbi: rl'Olll, Inc I undcr~umd th.11 
"-> le White scnl a kttcr to ~1r Dul la.rd on "-eptcmN.'r ::!9. :,\.'lling forth thi, n.1111e dtani;e and 



Lmmmlh1~I. 
lkn:mt'i.:r :1. \QQS lc1tl't 

l'.igl': 

pnn 1Jmg t.1 ~nu ,1 i.:,1p~ 1,1 that kttl'r . .b \\di a., .l ccrt1fil'J n,p~ trom thl' Sl"Cfl'l.J.~ ill ",tall'. 

01..l.n1mk·Jl!111~ thl' lh,in~l' m lhl· ArtKk, anJ thl· .tl'l."Om p.in~m~ natnl' chang.l' 

(\m,1,tl'nt \\1th thl' rn.1\hllln, ,11 \R!->ll ~0 .10 :-1 :!. du-. h:ttl'r l!t 1nh.'ndl'J ~ no111i1:.i11lifl 
111 thl' ",uutt· lhl.111J Puhilc l t1iilll"' t'<1mm1~11m. con,1stcnt \qth :!1UN11, 1!.1on 11 l. th:u thl' n3mt·. 
JJJn.:,.., . .inJ h:kphonc numtx·r ,._,1 thl' \pphcJnl Jtl' J'> fo\111,,,; 

Ulal'k li.11' l 11"':n,;f1m. Inc 

W-15 Samu., Ro.ad 
POUm.:115 
RJr1J Cu~. ~I) 57709 
c,05.~.ag.\701 

Jnd i.:,m,1,h:nl \\llh -.uhd1, 1,1lm t:~ !. thl' nJml' under ,,h,ch thl' \pJ'lhCJnt ,qi\ proqJ,: -.Cf\ 1,:,:s 

,,111 tic B\:n: 1. 1h11, hlil:r{'om 

C.imrnn. I \\Ould .ippm.:1.ill· 1t 1I thc South D.lkotJ l'uhltc I t1hllc :!1 (\,mmissmn rnuld 
cu11sidcr 1hc 11111:ri:unncct1on a~rl·1:nll'nl 31 ll!> lir.;t cun,cmcncc .ind undcr!.tand th.at 111-. 
concl'I' .ihlc 1h.it tlm, m,11ti:r ma~ be n:.id~ for fim1\ rc~lu110n .i, earl~ m, Janu.:1~ fi 

,h :ah,,,~!t. if I 1..,m pru,tdl' ~ou an~ .iddi110n,1l 111lom1:1tHm. J'lk.L¾' k,:1 Ire" tO t·oniact mi.· 

i:c R1ln Sch:uhh: 
t...~h: I) \\lute 

\ 1111111 .. ~ 1"1h t,bcl( ,,m -....ui ll.U.,>11 l'I t· l~uco, l\.-..c,~ l••I "r-1 



Occc-mbC':' '..!, t 99S 

:,.,u Ca!:ll'cn Hoseck 
St:a!I Anomcy 

-··-Black Hills FlberCom 

Ca"'"'"" lt<1t:o,u /Or Mt :'IJIIU oJ ,.OLlr {1f t 

So·.1th O~o::a Publ :c l"nhn .. ,o; Co~ss1r,n 
St;i,tc C.1p113.I Bu1 '.du:.g 
Pic:m:. SD S~SOI )U'iO 

Oc.ll' \.Ir Hoseck 

SubJCCI L:~ WEST Coro..-nurucauons, tnc 13la.ck Hills F1berCom. lnc. ln1erconnec1ton 
:\g."'Ccr:'.e=t: (Doc~ct TC9 -:'OS) 

We hJivc !C'Vl cwcd the Stiff Analysis and Rcc.ocuncnd11t1on you forwarded to Black Hills 
F:bc.rCom. l.::c . by i.:tt cr d:atcd Dccc:Clbct 3, 1998. P:1.n l of you: :1n:tlysis 11ddtcsscs the 
; ::"ccu\'c dite of the ag:rce!:lC'r\1 Yow assumpnon WI sctv1ccs and ckmc-nt.s ba\'c not 
~ p..:.n:based i..nder :he ll.gtecmcr.t or that othct contnctu:ll DChVlty hiU nat taken place 
si.ccc 1u c1fcc11vc date of J,mr:: t,. 1S98 i.s cor.~t ~ o acf':v1ry unJcr the agreement m 
4-,,•:c ip:itcJ by us u::inl cu: co\ocat:or. :.tgrccc:i.ent is completed with US WEST We 
C':Cpcc~ completion oftl::.r colocat;oo agree:nent m the fusl qu.uic:r of 1999 

lt yoJ 1cq~i: addinonal 1nfotm2noi:... plc:a.sc: ontac.1 me: or Ron Sc.houble 

S1nc c:tci'- . 

Kvl,: D \\"ru11: 

~· R,.,n Scha1bk. VP & General Manager 
K.it l-.h.:~~ T·oush1or~ GLA ln1e~:mon,1,l 

ZU ~" ~ L\I O ROA.D M.APfD CITY.SD Si70~ rH, 60S-J-li•l101 FAX IWS.J.12•169J 





ffitntc of ~out~ ~akoh:t 
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~ 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT 

; JI , ·i. tv.:1:.: :'! 'lE, $••.:i- ... t ,r I o! St,lt.l' 0! t•,,_, .>t.,,tc ot 
S,::a,-::'i ,:;.,,,.. -- · .1, r-••rccy c~rt. : y t:i.it dupl 1c,l ,-. : • :ir- ;,.r · 1cte:; 
o: ;. - ,-.~ : - c~· • t~i! Ar• t • le!> o: l ncorpor ,t 1,;n : !lf.J\CK I! t L:..S 
r:stR s,S7t~ :>. !'Ir". du.',' s.;grud Jnd vrr1:1,-.1 pur:.uln ' t:> tt,c 
prov1:.:or~ : t ne Sout.n 0,1,; o t..i Corpor,,t 1on ;.,•.~ h,1vc been 
r cce,vc;i ,,., • :ns o: :tcc .Jnd <1r~ t ound t ac n~:ir.., · o \3•.1 . 

ACC: ?.:•,;;;.:.., dl"'!d O'/ ·•:r · uc o: ttw Ju • n·r.·, . ••.; · Ui.l 1n :'It.' 

t·, 1, - , l -. .:-:'"•!O'i 1.;,~uc t:il~ C,•r:.::1c) " t> ot .;-.:!nJ-;•n · to n(' 
,\rt •• .• , c: i~.::orpor.:it:on ,ind ., ··,ch n,•r•" 1 t·1p,;L·,1~,:- c : 
.. ,c ,\:·.: ,•,;, : .1,-,rd.--•:it O! Bl.}. K 1n:..L. f!IH:;.- , :'t " .o. t:.t.· 
cn 1n:;1 n<; · , r,:-e t-> BL,\Ct,:: u::..:.. .. f<I.IF.IH.:C'" ,... 

IN f£!jTl ~O!l V ',, )l[PE'Jr I !'!,We 
l'le:-eunto :JC!t r'l'l l'I , n l .ir•l.l 
dtt1xed t·1e Crolt :i,·,l of 
tne St..:ite 01 SChJt.h O.:il-:ot3, 
'It Ptf':-re. t.h" c ,r 1t1l. t.hl~ 

Sepr-,t;er 11, l'JH/ 

..!_.c.,;t...~~: .. -
ovn HA:.i:;1.T1t1t 

SeC:"Pt.d:"Y of St. ' 
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) ,t/- '. ARTICIS.SOfA\tESO \t [:"ll'TTOT II•: 

( / ).,V'TICI.ES or l~CORPOR,\TTO'i Of 
/\ ':'"~ t ' RI.ACK III LLS FIBER S\ 'ST(M~. IS C. 

Sf.Pl 7 $1 

111S1t Ofll lll 
l'i~ BLACK HILLS r!B ERCO\t . l"<IC. 
' , 'CIIA:-.:Gl:'IIG 111£ CORPORAn: ~A \1[ TO 

, 1 /1 I ~ 

¥ t' ~ f1hc c<>rpor.111on r,rr r to the rihng ol thc-sc: \nidc, ,t \lnffldmcnt" 
Blxk . Is Fiber ~ ms Inc rv. ./ V ~ ~~ follo,..,ng :uncndmcnt "'3.S ,sJor1cJ t,\ \f,(' COfl"' IQlll'lfl \ ih.ucho!Jer 

I ½"}' 

• The rutmcof1hc corr,or.mori ~II bt- ..-:h.lni:tJ 111 l\lxlo. 11111, 
F1bcn::um, Inc 

T~ Wh: ol the .x!,,,pu,,n ••I the J.I" rodmnu .,..n \u •u~1 ] I. fl}<J..; 

Tt.c nwnb,:r "' outst.lndmg stwn of thc ~orpor.1:ion 1, 2 '00 ...,, ,h J.11 dwr-; 
being mudcd to \otC' 

All outsUndrng ~ "CTC \Olt"d for the ammdmn\t rt'h:tcnccd m p;u2graph ~ 

IN \V1TNESS WHEREOF. these Amclcs <ll Amcndmrn1 tn thc l\n1c!Clo .:iflncoq,,.:,r.itmn 
ofBl:ad, lillls Fiber Systans. Inc ctungmg the ccirpor.uc name to Blxl lhll\ h l-<rcum. Inc. 
WCTt: CllCCUIC'd on the ll.~~ of~. lqQS 

D,11ud P Landguth 
Chairm:i.n •,t the lkwd of Otrr(ton 

STATh OF SOlJTI I DAKOTA 

COUNTY OF PF!l,"N ING ro:-.; 

On the~) of~\Q9S. be fore me. 1hc •nJcn1gnedofficl"f. pnsoiuJI) 
~ Daniel P Landi;ulll. lnov.-n to me or ,;.;i,tnfxionl~ pn• en 10 be,~ p('niOn v. hosc rwnc 
is subscnbcd '" lhc ""'1lll1n 1nsuumrn1 and .xl i10v.!edged th.at he,: ttuled the s.lfflc for the 
purposc:s there in conuuncd 

IN Wln.:F~~S WHERFOF. 1 hcrcun10 set m) hoU1d and ofictal seal 

~~ 
:'1,ot.m Pubhc 7f 
\h comml\~IOu\flU't') 1. 

• 1yC.-.-,.. ,.,..,n[, p,ie , 

Av;1m J, 20CO 



;;,le Numoer DB0J99I!. 

~8112~C . I 1-
I I 10! :? 

,., 
BLACK HILLS FIBER SYSlEt,iS. INC, N/C ro· BL ACK HILLS FIBERCOM, 

INC, 

F• ie a,t t ~ reeuest ot 

t.lORA I LL frt()t,IA S NOONEY & BRAUN, LLP 

T!lotOTHY THOMAS 
PO BOit 8 108 
FIAPIO CtlY SO ~1709 

F1 ee '" ~n• o .. ,,. o · secrettt~Y of Suite on 

ca ~!! seota1110er ,,, 1948 

Joyce ~are I r 1nit 

Secr,tary o · S I 4te 

ss. 

SOS CFIP • St t0/93 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BYUS WEST 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR APPROVAL OF 
AN INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN BLACK HILLS FIBERCOM, INC. 
AND US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC 

ORDER APPROVING 
AGREEMENT 

TC98-205 

On Nave ber 2t. 1998 U S WEST Communications Inc (U S WEST) filed for 
approval by ine Saum Oal(ota Pl;bl1c U11hlles Comm1sston (Comm1ss1on) of an 
interconnectcon ag,eement between Black HtllS F1berCom Inc and US WEST 

On Nov?mber 25 1998 the Comm1ss1on electrcn1cally transmitted notice of this 
f1hng 10 interes·ed 1nd1v1duals and ent111es Tne no11ce stated 1ha1 any person w1sh1ng to 
comment on tne pa 1es· request for approval had unI1I December 15. 1998 to do so No 
comments were filed Comm1ss1on staff filed an analysis and recommenda11on and a 

supplement to 11 

At IIs duly no11ced January 6 1999 meeting the Comm1ss1on considered whether 
to approve the agreement between US WEST and Black H11ls F1berCom Inc 

The Commission has iunsd1c11on over this matter pursuant 10 SDCL Chapter 49-31 
ano the Federal Telecommurncat1ons Act of 1996 In accoroance with 47 U SC § 
252fe)(2). tne Comm1ss1on found that the agreement does not d1scnm1na1e agains1 a 
telecommun1ca1,ons camer that 1s not a party to the agreemen1 and 1he agreement 1s 
cons1sten1 w11h the pubhc interest convenience and necessuy The Commission 
unanimously voted to approve the agreement 

ORDERED that the Comm1ss1on approves the agreement 

Oa1ed at Pierre Soul Dakota this__.-:.!.__ day of January 1999 

Cl:ATlflCATE Of SERVICE 

T~ ...,..-~ r.e-Nt «-' 1'"- m.l ~ 
aocJ"'Wfllt'\notenM!";fCl-,.uoon• ~or 
r~orCl,nll'III,~ •"'1taOl'ltnell0Co.e":M"...C:II 
1,1 DtlK-orll'll"'1C~rnt, "'Pf°"""' 
a<10'nMGtff".elt:lclft ,...i,,...,1"-p,l'D,lodt.,.,,_. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

JAMES A BURG Chaorman / 

'V!4-m7J~ 
PAM NELSON Commiss1oner 

/ ~f, 
LASKA SCHOENFELDER Comm1ss1oner 
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