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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF POLAR 
COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION'S 
FAILURE TO SUBMIT A REPORT AND PAY 
THE GROSS RECEIPTS TAX 

ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
OF SHOW CAUSE HEARING 

TC98-165 

SOCL 49- A-1 stabhshes the South Oako a P Ic Ut1ht1e Co mission 
(Commission) Gass Receipts Tax Fund This fund Is f1na ced by assessing a tax of 0015 
or $250, whichever Is greater, on the annual intrastate gross receipts received by a utility 
f ram the company' customers within the state of South Oako a, and requires tha all 
te lecommun1cat1on.:. compame. submit on June 1, each year, a report of the amount of 
such gross receipts received during the preceding calendar year and pay the tax A 
penalty of 10% of the tax Is im osed for each month of delinquency 

Oesp,te reminder letters from the Commission en May 7, 1996, and or, July 7, 1998, 
Polar Co un1catrons Corporation, has failed to file the required report and pay the gross 
receIp ta 

Pursuant o SDCL 49-1A-6. the Commission may collect this debt by distress and 
sale of any personal property of the company w1th1n South Dakota Further, the 
Commission has the authority, under SDCL 49-31-3, to suspend or revoke the cert1f1cate 
of authority granted to the company; assess a c1v1I fine against the company from $200 to 

1,000 under SOCL 49-31 -38; proceed under SDCL 49-31-38 2 or 49-31-38 3 to stop the 
company from transacting any future business ,n South Dakota, or take any other 
enforcement actions against the company allo ed oy law 

Polar Communreouons Corporation, shall appear on October 20, 99 . at 1 0 P M. 
(COT) In the Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, South Dake a, to 
show cause y action s ould not be ta en against the company for f allure to comply with 
SDCL Chapter 49- A The hearing is being held pursuant to Commission's JunsdIct1on 
o er telecommunrca ions companies found at SDCL Chapter 1-26, 49-1 A, and 49-31 , 
specif1cal !y, 49- -11 (4), 49-1A-3, 49-1 A-4. 49-1 A-5, 49-1 A-6, 49-31 -3, and ARSD 

0 0 0 5 

e issue at the hearing Is whether the Commission shall Ine. or suspend or revoke 
Pola Co unications Corporation's Ce 1 Icate of Authority or otherwise institute 
collection procee I gs against Polar Commun1cat1ons Corporation, for f a1lure to pay gross 

e earing epresen atIves of the company may appear In person and may be 
e b legal counsel or legal assistant (paralegal ) 1f desired The hearing shall 

a a e sa proceeding an the company s all have he burden of proving that none 
abo en mera ed ad erse actions should be •aken against It. T ese and other due 
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South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Period of September 18, 1998 through September 24, 1998 

If ou need a complete copy of a r,ltng fa ed. o errnght expressed, or ma1le to ou, please 
contact Delaine Kolbo I hin five business days of th1 1hng 

Phone. 605- 73-3705 Fa 605-773-3809. 

GAS AND ELECTRIC 

GE98-002 In t e Matter of the Apphcat,on of M1 encan nergy Compa y or a Statemen 
to the Securities and Exchange Comm1ss1on Regarding In est, en ,n a Fore1g 

TC98- S 

Utility 

Appl ication by MidAmerican Energy Compan for an order by t e Commission 
claiming jurisdiction ove MidAmerican in or er o be exemp from the Pubhc Ut1l1ty 
Hol ing Company Act MidAmerican ,s being acquired by CalEn rgy and as a 
result will have an indirect interest in se eral ore,gn u 1hty properties PUHCA 
pro ,des that foreign ut1hty companies w, 11 not be subJect to regulation as utiht1es 
1f cert1 ,cation by Regulatory Comm1ss1ons ,s re ved by the Securities and 
Exchange Comm1ss1on staling the Comm,ss1on ha the authont and resources to 
protect ratepayers subiect to its 1unsd1ction and at 1t ,n ends to excerc1se its 
authority to the fullest e tent allowed by la 

S aff Attorney Camren Hoseck 
Staff Analyst. Dave Jacobson 
Dae Filed· C9/17/98 
In erven ,on Deadline NA 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

In he Mater of Cypress Telecommurncat1ons Corporation's Failure to Sub , a 
Report and Pay the Gross Receipts Tax 

Cypress Telecommun,ca ions Corporation shall appear on Oc ober 20, 1998, at 
1 30 pm 1n the Cactus Conference Room. State Capitol Bu1ld1ng, Pierre, SD. to 
s o cause hy action should not be taken against the com pan or r a,lure o 
comply 1th SDCL Chapter 49-1 A 

Staff Attorney Camron Hosec 
Deputy E ecut1 e Director Sue C1chos 
Date Opened 09/2 /98 
Hearing Da e 10/ 0/98 
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S A o e Ca ron Hoseck 
Sue C1chos 

TC98- 63 er o endian Telecom Corporation's Failure to Submit a Report and Pay 
e Gross Receipts Tax 

TC98-

e dtan eleco Cor ra ion shall appear on October 20, 1998. at 1 :30 p.m. in 
e Cac us Co erence Room. Sta e Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, o show cause 

ul o be a e against the company for f aIlure to comp I with 

,cro-Com . Inc 's Failure to Subm1 a Report and Pay the Gross 

TC98-165 In . 1a er o Polar Commurncahons Corporahon's Failure o Submit a Report and 
Pa e Gross Receipts T 

Polar Com nications Corporation shall appear on October 20, 1998, at 1 30 m 
in Cact s Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, o show cause 

ac I n s ould not be taken against the company for f a1lure to comp I vIt 
SDCL C aper 49-1A 



TC98- 66 In the Ma ter of Prof ess,onal Communica ions 
PROCOM's Failure t Submi a Report and Pa 

ana e en Se ices Inc d/b/a 
e Gross eceI s a 

Professional Communications Mana e en Se ,ces. Inc d la PROCOM shall 
appear on October 20, 1998, at 30 p m in h Cac us Con ere ce Room. State 
Cap1tol Bu1ld1ng, Pierre. SD, to sh cause ac ,on s ould no be a en against 
the company for failure to comply 1th SDCL C a er 4 - A 

Staff Attorney Camren Hosec 
Depu y E ecutIve Director Sue Ctchos 
Date Opened. 09/21/98 
Hearing Date 10/20/98 

TC98- 67 In the Matter of Pro Id1an Group, LLC's Fa1lur o Sub ,ta Re r an Pay the 
Grosl:i Rece,p s Ta 

Prov1d1an Gro p, LLC s all appear on O o r 0, 99 . at 1 30 m in e Cactus 
Conference Room. Sta e Capitol Bu1ld1ng Pierre. SD to sho cause h action 
hould no be a e a ains he compan or a,lure o comply , h SDCL Chapter 

49-1A 

Sta Attorne Camren Hosec 
Oepu y E ecut1ve Direc or Sue C1chos 
Date Opened 09/21/98 
Hearing Date 10/20/98 

TC98- 68 In the Matter of SmarTel Communica ions, Inc ·s Failure to Subm1 a Report and 
Pay he Gross Rece1p s Tax 

SmarTel Commun1catt0ns. Inc shall appear on Oc o er 20 998 at 30 pm. In 
t e Cactus Conference Room, State Ca , ol Butldtn Pierre. SD o sho cause 

hy action should not e taken a aIns co pan for a1lure o comply with 
SOCL Chap er 49- A 

S a A torney Camren Hosec 
Deput E ecu I e 0 1rec or S e C1c o 
Oa e O ened 09/21/98 
Hearing Oa e 0/20/98 

TC98- 9 In he Ma ter of The Phonco, Inc d/ l a or 
o Subm1 a Repo and P e Gro s Rece, 

T e Phanco Inc I la e 
20 998. at 1 30 pm In 
Pierre. SD. o s 
ail re o com I 

Ic s Lon O,s anc ·s a1lure 



Staff Attorney. Camren Hoseck 
Deputy E ecutive Director. Sue C1chos 
Date Opened. 09/2 /98 
Hearing Date: 10/20/98 

TC98-170 In the Ma e of TW Communications. lnc.'s Failure to Submi a Repo. and Pay he 

Gross Receipts Tax 

TW Commu ications, Inc. shall appear on October 20, 1998, at 1·30 pm. in the 
Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Bu1ldin9, Pierre, SD, to show cause why 
action should not be tak n against the company fo f a,lure to co pl wtth SDCL 

Chapter 49-1 A 

Staff Attorney: Camren Hosec 
Deputy Executive Director Sue Cichos 
Date Opened: 09/21/98 
Hearing Date 10/20/98 

TC98- 71 In the Matter of United Wats. lnc.'s Failure to Submit a Report a d Pay the Gross 

Receipts Tax 

United Wats, Inc shall appear on October 20, 1998, at 1 ·30 p.m 1n the Cac us 
Conference Room, State Ca itol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company for failure to comply with SDCL Chapter 

49-1 A 

Staff A torney: Camren Hoseck 
Deputy Executive Director· Sue C1chos 
Oa e Opened: 09/21/98 
Hearing Date· 10/20/98 

TC98-172 In the Mat er of V.I P. Telephone Network, lnc.'s Failure to Submit a Report and Pay 
he Gross Receipts Tax 

VI P Telephone Network, Inc. shall appear on October 20, 1998 at 1 :30 p.m. in 
the Cactvs Conference Room, State Capitol Bu1ld1ng, Pierre, SD, to show cause 
why action should not be a ken against the company for f a,lure to comply with 

SDCL Chapter 49-1A. 

Staff Attorney: Camren Hoseck 
Deput Executive Director Sue c ,chos 
Date O ened· 09/21/98 
Hearing Date: 10/20/98 



TC98- 73 In the a er o XIEX Telecommun1ca ions. Inc ·s Failure to Submit a Report and 
Pay e Gross Rece,p s Ta 

XI Telecommunica ions. Inc s all a ear on Oc ober 20, 1998, at 1 30 p m. in 
the Cac us Con erence Room. Sae Capitol Building, Pierre SD. to show cause 

h ac ,on should no e ta en again t e com any for ra il re to comply wit 
SOCL C aper 49- A 

A phca1on 
In ere change 
a resale basis 

C 

ue C1chos 

Ilea ,on o Prem1erCom. Inc . or Cert1f1cate of Authority to 
munIca ions e ices in Sou h Oa o 

0/09/98 

1 Ica e o a thori y o provide intrastate, 
ou bound and call1n card services on 

TC98-175 In e a ter o e Co plain 1le Jo n R S eele Plan inton. South Dakota, 

TC98- 76 

agaIns MCI Telecomm ntca ions Cor ora 10 Re ard1ng Fraudulent Marke ing 
Prac 1ces 

eal 

6 

CI Compla1na alleges that 
for In ra and interstate 

onor a 2 per minute 
ear. or I a MCI switch 

Oa o a, a a,nst 

Kie er. 
states 



se eral ,nadents of ongoing service problems and poor or slow response by U S 
ST ne ou ages require the complainant to drive 26 miles to Sturgis to 

repo he outage and to ma e necessary phone calls The complainant paid 
2,500 las year o ha e a telepho e It e ms ailed The complainant asks that U 

S EST r .,mburse 1me a tra el e penses or past a d future phone outages or 
ha U S EST oro ide o cellular p ones free of cost to be used when the 

S a A orna Camron Hos 
Consumer epresen a , e Lent Heal 
Oa e F ,led. 09/2 /98 
In e en ,o Deadline NIA 

You may ece1 e ,s Its ing an o her PUC publlcat,ons ,a our e s, e or via in erne e-ma,1 
You ma subscnbe o he PUC marling Its a 
p II s a e sd us/sla e/e ecutrve/ uc/puc.h 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF POLAR ) 
COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION'S ) 
FAILURE TO SUBMIT A REPORT AND PAY ) 
THE GROSS RECEIPTS TAX ) 

) 
) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

AND FINAL ORDER; NOTICE 
OF E TRY OF FINAL 

ORDER 
TC98-165 

On Sep emb r 21 998, he Public U•11Jt1es Comm1ss1on (Co mIssIon ,ss ed an Order or 
aild otIce o S ow Cause anng gainst Polar Communica ions Corpora ,on for ail re o subm1 
an ann al report and pa the gross receIp s ~ T e eanng as eld as scheduled on Oc ober 0 

998. at 1 30 p in e Comm1ss1on·s Ccnferen:e Room. S a e Cap, ot B 1ld1ng, Pierre So h 
Da ota The reason for the hearing as o I e Pol r Communica ions orpora1,on an opoortunity 
to show cause wny h Comm1ss1on sho Id no revo e , s Cert1 ,cate o Au onty or o her s ecI ,ed 
actions, for failure o pay the gross rece,p s ta as required by SDCL 49• i - Comm1ss1oners Bu g, 

el son and Schoen elder ere resen lso presen ere Camren osec Com Iss on S a 
t orney and Sue C1chos, Business anager or e Comm1ss,on o represe a I e o Polar 

Comm n,ca1Ions Corporation appear d at the eanng er hea n e es Imon e Co 
vo ed unanimously to revo e Polar Communications Corporations Cenif,ca e o 
to pa the gross receipts ax 

he Comm,ss,on. having heard he testimony presen ed at e heanng, ma es the following 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 

Fl DI GS OFF C 

Polar Communicat10 s Corporation Is a elecommunicat1ons company holding a Cert1 1cate 
of Au1honty, issued by this Comm1ss1on, to provide elecommunicatIcns services in South Da ota 

II 

Sue C1c os. Business anager for t e Commission. sent let ers to Polar Communications 
Corporation on ay 7. 998 and July 7, 1998 requesting payment of the gross receipts tax as 
authonzed by SDCL 49- 1A- She est1 ,ed that Polar Communications Corporation ne er paid the 
gross receipts tax 

111 

copy of he Order for and ot1ce of Show cause Heanng was sent by certified mail to Polar 
Commun1cat1ons Corporation 

IV 

o represen a Ive of Polar Communications Corporation appeared at the heanng to show 
cause hy the Comm1ss1on should not re o e ,ts Cer1,r1cate of Authonty. 



CO CLUSIO S OF LAW 

e Com 1ss1on as 1unsd1ct,o over th s matter purs ant to SDCL 49-1A-3, 49-1 A-4. 49-1 A­
S, 49- -6. and 49-3 -3 

on h annual in rasta e 
compan s cus om rs 
1rst o ea year 

ti 

1ss1on assesses a ta of 0015 or S250. w 1chever 1s greater, 
ross ece1p s rece, ed by a telecommunications company from the 

sta e f South ota Pu suant o 49- -5. t e tax 1s due on June 

Ill 

Polar Co unica ons Co oration as ailed . gross r 1p s ta 

0 

fro 

PLEASE 
1998 
failure to accep 

. un erSDCL 
I VK>la ,on o 

o Fact and Concl s1ons o La , ,t ,s ere fore 

u on granted o Polar Co municat1 ns Corporation 
a I O t e Com ISSIOn hln h1rty (30) days 

0 ICEOF E YOF ORDER 

Dated a Pierre. So th Da ota his_..._.___ 

C FICA TE OF SERVICE B ORDER OF T E CO ISSIO 


