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Re In tlk.· Mat . .:r of the S\\itchcd 1\ cttss Rn1c.-s for Fon R.1ndall l clcphonc Company 
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Dear \ Ir UullarJ 

Lncl~ ple3.SC' iind :lfl 11ngmal and ck\ cn copic, 01 the Pt:1 i1ion for fatcnsion of W:un.'f 
of \\ It hcd c~3 k lcscon b..·tulf offon Rand:tll 'l ckphonc Compan} Also t·nd oscd is a 
Ccn1fic:a1cof n , c 

MJll/jjh 
Enclosures 
cc: Bruce I lan~ n 

Very 1nily yours. 

MOSS & BARNETr 
A Profc ion:il Associn1ion 

~< · .. i 
~· 1chxl J. Dr.tdk~ 
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DEFORE Tl IE l'l fllLIC TILITI E COMMISSION 
OF niF 

STATE OF 'OUTI I DAKOTA 

Pk 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISS'ON 

INTI IE MA"rrER .JF TIIE SWITCIIED 
A 'CESS KATES FOR FORT RANDALi. 
TELEPIIONE COMPAN Y 

Docket 'umber: TC91J._ 

l'E'rlTlON FOR EXTENSION OF WAIVER m· SWITClll:D ACCESS RULF.S 

Fon Randall Telephone Company ("'Fon Randall-) pc1i1ions for an cx1cnsion of the 

wai,·cr of the SwitchL-d A.ccxss Rules gr.utll.-d in TC96· 125. f ort R:rndall n.-quesis thm it be 

allowed 10 on1inuc charging a seven (7) cent Switched Aecl'S'i rote in ::all of its l"xchangcs until 

1hc South D".t~om Public tilitics Commission r· mnmi~ion .. ) appro,'L'S II ne,\ rate. basc..-d on a 

cost )1udy cunduc1cd for all of Fort lfandall' s cxchang'--s using alcndar year 1998 d::un. The 

following rea~ ns Mtppon thi:- requl~1 

A. The Conums!lion has uuthority 10 gmnt an ex1cnsion of the waiver of its s ,,i tch1..-d 

;\ eccss Rules. ARSD 20:1 0:27:02. pro\'idcs in rele,•ant pan . 

For good cau~. the commission muy. on its own motion or by applicalion from a 
c:irricr·s carrier. tcmpomri l)• wah·c or suspend ::my commission mlc in 
chapters 20: 10:27 10 20: I 0:29. inclusive. 

13. The Commission·s IX-cision and Order Regarding 1he Sale of .Inc (Tabor. Viborg 

and Cenlen ille Exchanges). dated October 24. 1996. in Oockc1 TC96- l 2S (M~ 

Qrm'"). rcquin.--s Fon Randall to fi le a cost study in uccordance wi1h the Commission 's Swi1chcd 

Access Ruk-s. SOCL Chlp1ers 20:10:27 to 20:10:29. by May I . 1998. 1111: Oc1ohcr 19% Order 

pro\'ided in rdcvmu part : 

rursuant 10 ;\RSI) 20:10:27:02. ihc Commission fi nds that good cause has 
lx.·cn shown to wai \'c the appli::ation of ARSD Chapters 20: 10:27 to 20: 10:29. 
inclusi\'c. 10 dc1cnninc the intrJstutc switched accc:,.s mlL"S 10 be chnrgt.-d by the 



l\u}cr for n period from one }t";1r " f clo. ing of 1hc- sak or ~l oy I. 1998. \\hichc\'Cr 
o,:curs firs1. unlc"" the CommtS"ion 113hc,·rniY: ordl'CS· 

(Emphasis added ) 

C. At \ot· liml" Fon Randall agrcc:d 10 purch!lSC the Ccotcrvillc. Viborg and Tyndall 

exchang1.'S from S WEST ommunications. Inc. {"USWC .. ). ii had been assumed that the 

acquisi1ion would ix· compl<tl-d m 19% TilC n.-quin:mcm m 1hc Os:1ohcr )996 Ord,;c .. ,o 

detl-rminc the intrn.sta1c S\\iu:hed a ·t.-ss rat~ 10 ~ charged by the Buyer fo r a JX·riod from one 

)Cat of losing of the sale or ~l:i~ I. 1998. "hichcH·r oc urs first" reflec ted th:u assumption. 

113d Fon Rand.,11 acquired the e,changcs in 1996. i1 u ould him.~ uwncd 1hc exchanges fo r al 

least 12 months before <mducting the o._q stud)' needed to dc\'clop new Swi1chcd Acc1..-ss ra1cs. 

In a tu.ilit) . Fon R:md:tll did not ncquire the l'abor. Cc..-nlcrvilh." and Viborg exch:mgc..-s un1il 

June I. IW7. 

D. The Commission' \\llcht.-d e<:i.'SS Ruk-s require tha.t a , \\ ltcht-d Access Cost 

Stud)' be based on 12 months of :1e1ual historical dm3. adjusti..-d 10 reflect knO\\ll and mcasurohlc 

chang • \RSD 20: 10:27:1-'. lkcausc Fon Ran,fall did nol a.:q uirc 1hc three c.,changcs until 

Jum.• I , 1997. it docs nM ha\c lhc rcqu1rc..-d 12 month of actual opcr.uing and 1rai1ic infonnution 

for 1hn.-c of its SC\ en c.,chang1.'S. 

E. Funhcr uppon for 311 extension ofthc wai\'cr rcsul from the fact th.1t t\\O fll'\\ 

hos1 s,,i tchcs :ire being installed. along ,nth nc" uunspon faci litit.'S bct"i.'l"n the hos! witches 

and the sub1cnding remote t.'fld ofticc These S" i1ch nnd transport changes arc in the proc. of 

being complctl-d l'rior 10 these ch31lgcs. l'")\\' pro, ided the switching fo r four Fon Randall 

t.•:<clumgcs. The witch hang es ond rehom1ng of the four rcmo1c cod offici..'S represent known 

and measurable changes and ould propcrl) ht.• includt"Cl as an adjustment 10 th<- 1997 his1oricnl 

test year. I IO\\c,·cr. \\hen the~ changes urc considt·n.'11. along \\i th the lack of 12 months of 



operating and 1r:1ffic infonn:uion for 1997. it bC'tomcs clear th:u 1hc beuer solution would be to 

continue 1hc exb ting ra te until a Switched Access Cost Study usini; 1998 calendar ~·car 

infonnation can be perfom1ed. 

F. I fun extension 1.1f1he wa iver is granted. Fort Rundall would continue charging the 

current 7 cent Swi1ched .Accc:.-ss rruc until the Commission apprO\' a new rruc. based on a cost 

study lL'ii ni; calendar )C-Jr 1998 data. The 7 cent rate was stipulatL-d 10 bc1\\ccn US\\'C and Fon 

Randall :is a condition 10 Fort Randalr s purchasing the e,'( hang1.-s from WC. In its re\'iew of 

the ir111ial s.,lc of 55 exchanges by USWC. l>ockct o. TC94-1 22. the Commission approvc:.-d 1hc 

stipulated 7 cent SwitchL-d Acc .. -ss Ro.le. finding: 

Pursuant to ARSD 20: I 0:27: 14. swi1chl-d accl"MI rates M e d1.·tcm1im .. -d by the 
3dop1ion of a historical test yrar. There will not be a historical 1c:s1 period upon 
which to base a ..:ost study for intra.slate switched access rate purroscs pursuant to 
the Commission·s regulations until aflcr u P'.' riod of 12 mouths. 

The US WEST cost-bas"-d swi1ch1.-d accc:s.'i rate in the areas to be Id. pursuant 10 

,\ RSD 20:10:27 to 20:10:29. inclush·c. would be 6.7394 cnts per mi nute as 
dct m1incd in Docket 1 93-108. Jo the Mmwr o( 1!1C Fi-1ahfo;hme111 of Switched 
At:ccsi. Rritci. for US Wj!SJ. In that J acket. US WEST was .:lllm\·"'<I to charge un 
in1 .. •rim mtc of 3.14 cents per minu1c as :i phused•in rutc pursuant to ARSD 
20: 10:27:20. 

·111c current intms1ate swi1ch1.-d access rnt1.-s chari;cd b)' some of the Duycrs 
exc«-ds IO cents per minute. which rotes hnw been appro\'c."CI by the Commission 
in scp.iratc proceedings. 

The Commission finds thnt an intrastate swilchcd access rote of 7 cents per 
minute is a rc3SOnabk interim rate un1il Mo)' I. 1997. and finds a good cause to 
wni ,·c its swi1ch1.-d access rules pursuant lo 20: I 0: 17·02. 

The inlcrc"<change carriers who han~ objcctc.-d 10 an intrnsl.ltc switched occess rate 
of7 ccn1s per minute which will be charg"-d to them by 1he Duyer ha\'c foiled 10 
show thnl statC·\\ide a\'eragcd toll rates \\i ll increase if the lei approwd . Thus 
the 7 cents per minute intrastate swi1ch"-d acc .. -ss rate to be chargc:.-d until May I. 
1997. should no1 ad\'crscly affo-ct the public. 

13ascd upon the cvidcn c prcscn11.-d at 1hc hearing. the interim rate of7 cents per 
minute for originating and tcnninn1ing intrastate access rates sought to be charg1.·d 



b) the Duyer 10 intcrc.~ h.:&nGC carriers I consistent \\ ith the rme cum:n!ly charged 
h~· loc.:il ex hnngc companies pursuant 10 !he Commission's rules and regulations 
''-'G:&tding swnchcd m:c1.':SS rah: . lf3n) inlcrc.xchangc carrier bclic\'es 1ha1 such 
r:uc is not fai r :10d reasonable and con:,1s1cn1 with such n·gula1ions of1he 
Commi ion r .. ~ing S\\ itched occcs . then th3t inlcrC":<chnngc arricr may file a 
complaint with the Commission 

Tho§(' findings n.-nmin ,,did. Whi le i1 is 001 possible to complete 1hc cost study n-quircd by thc

Commission·s \\it hc-J ,\ cs kuk"S. Fon Randall's best estinuuc is 1h31. ifa studJ could by 

conductc:d. i1 would re.suit m a nm.- tha1 would be , cry ICKC 10 the cutn:'nl 7 cent rate. 

G llSWC has indicated 1tu1 u docs no1 oppose th1 n-qucs 1 for an extension of the 

11. ·nw C(lmmiss1on focc.>d these 1dent1cal cucumstan t."S wnh rcSJX"CI 10 the 

SS c,changcs USWC sold om: )Carp1c,iou.1, to 1hc le of the Ccnlcn'lllc. Viborg and Tabor 

cxch:ingc.-s. ·me purch:iscs of those c~chan ·~ \\CTt' ,milarl) dcl.:i)r:d.. prc,rn1ing the purchasers 

from opcra1mg the c.~ch:lnt;cs for I:? month bcicm: a \\'llchcd 1\ 

un.icr thc ·omn11 ion Ordcl" appro,mg those purch:s.sc.-s. In its Order Granling l;"<tcnsion of 

Wqjn,·r nf Swj1ctu.:d AC'C:t:'"~ Kuk~. da1ed July 29. IQ97. Docket TC97·042. the Commission 

granted the Bu)crs of those e"<cha.ngcs an extension alloning them to operate their purchased 

e~changcs for the en1m: 1997 c;iknd:u )car be fore filing s,,i 1chcd 1\ cccss Cost tudic . 

,·~· 



ln<:rcforc. l·on R:mdull Telephone Company respcc:tfull) rcqut."Sts that i petition for an 

extension of the \\'al\'CT "f1hc S"i tch""tl 1\ ccc~ Rules be granted until such umc as calendar ~car 

1998 cost 111udics c:u . be pro,•idl"tl. 

03tcd: April 21. lfl98 

Rcs~1fully submiued. 

~toss & BARNE1T 
;\ Profesi,fonal Associa1ion 
4800 Norwcs1 Center 
90 South Scvrnlh Street 
Minneapolis. ~,tN S5402-4 129 
Telephone: 612·347-0337 

Anomeys on Behalf of Fon Ran<bll Telephone 
Compan~ 
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TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

FORMAL COMPLAINT FILED 

Ekzaboth M. Upp YI Ulllrty AnalySts tnc: Cl/bla Basec Long Drstancc On my January 10 1998, US WEST tolepnonc 
bill I chscovered long distance charges !tom an unaumo11zocJ can i01 nus ongoiog sauaboo has caused me 10 h:1ve 10 

make SOYflral tolephono cotls After lellQll"t dlSCUSSIOfll Wlfh U S Brthng Inc , !hoy ag,ceci lo PfcmdC some 1e1racb0ns 
bul 10 date none have appeared on m y bills The · tac:1- ii I 1.sc.m1 OOtng Sl.Al\lfo.1EO into the PQSlbOn ot having 10 deal 
vmti !hem ~ 1 asti thal tne Commiwon granl 1M lolk),,w,g 1ehcl ~ roh1bit any Ullllfy Analysts Inc IOCIUd1ng aliases l rom 
doing business In the state ol Soulh Dakota P1oh1bll their agent, U S Billing, Inc trom ttolng busineH 111 tht1 slate ol 
Soulh Oakola unti, tney can demonWJ'ate u,ey can •nci will aclua11y PfOlect consumer inlo1mab0n Rcr.w e Ubb:y 
Analysts, Inc. to 1everse all chargos they have had p,oceSM<S for all consume1s in !ho state ol Sot.ith Oai..ota ReqUlfe 
Utility Analysts, Inc and their agents to lmmooiati,ty pay mo SS 000 00 101 puttng me and my lnend in the emo11onally 
dislre5$ing po5irion ol being befiUod lied lo, 118d about and taunted Addit,onaUy I request you requ11e U1*ty Anat)-sts 
Inc. and lhel1 agents to pay me $1 ,000 00 IOf COPMtS, pc>s!ago, long-dJSlance charges, ;oo number au.s1ance, t1tne 
mileage. pnvacy loss etc • (Sta l:f U~ H) 

~M_VER OF SWITCHED ACCESS RULES 
Petition by Fort Ranttatl Telephone Company 10 1 an o.dc~n of the waver ol lhe sWICchea access 1utes gmntcd in 

TC96-125 Fort Randall 1equests that it M allowed to commue charging a IM?Ven cent swnchoo accei.s mlc in .an ~er 
ol its e• changes unbl the Commiulon app,oves a new rate based on a co-:1 study cond~ed IOf all ol FCN1 Raooalh; 
01changes U$1ng calenda1 yea, 1998 dalO Fo,1 Randall did no1 acqu11 e lhe Tabor CenlcMtle and V1bo1g e, ch;mges 
until June 1, 1997, and II docs not h8'ole 12 mc.ntns ol actual opem!IOns i:.nd lratfic 1nlo1mation to, tnese 1nree e•changcs 
(Staff HB/CH) 

Pet:iior-...,VMan r•phono Comp;tny to, an ertenS10n ol the w-JNer 011ne swuched 11ccffs 1ules gran1cu 111 TC96-12S 
VMan 1equests tnal iC be allowed to conllnue charging a seven cent 5\lllltct>ea access mte in tne oighl e,:changes ic 
purchased from U S WEST Commun.cations unlll lhe Comm11s,on ttPCJIOVH a new rnle baSOd on a CM! &tudy us.nu I 
calendar yea, 1998 data Thl5 request has no eNea on lha 5'Mtc.hffd acceu rate being cna,gi.!d 111 t111t VMan erchangos 
purchasod from GTE. V'Mandd nol llQIUW ff me LMteMlle, G1og<NV Wlnan and C e11rfield e•chaoges unlll June 1. 1997 
and it goes no, hayg 12 inonths gt nc1u111 ppo1afl0f'IS And 1rn tt1c inlommllOfl tor lhffl'lfl tou1 tiiChllnfJfl"I (Slat! HBICHI 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MA TIER OF THE PETITION OF FORT 
RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR 
'IPPROVAL OF EXTENSION OF WAIVER OF 
SWITCHED ACCESS RULES 

ORDER GRANTING 
EXTENSION OF WAIVER OF 
SWITCHED ACCESS RULES 

TC98-072 

On Apnl 21 , 1998, the South Dakota Public Uhht,es Commission (Commission) received a 
pct,tron by Fon Randall Telephone Company (Fon Ranoatl) for ai, e11tens1on of !he wawer of !he 
switched access rules gran1ed in TC96-125 Fort Randall requests that ti be allowed to continue 
charging a seven cent switched access rate in all seven of its exchanges un11l the Comm1ss1on 
approves a new rale based on a cost study conducted for all of Fon Randalrs exchanges us1ng 
calendar year 1998 data. Fon Randall d id not acquire the Tabor. Cen1erv11te and Vlbo(g e)(changes 
untJIJune 1, 199i, and 11 does not have twelve months of adual operations and traffic information 
for these three exchanges 

On Apnl 23, 1998, !he Commission electronically transmitted nohce of the filing and the 
10teNentt0n deadl ne of May 8, 1998, to interested tnd1v1duals and en1111es No par11es have filed for 
1nteNention 

At rts regularty scheduled mee11ng of May 28, 1998. lhe Comm1ss1on considered the matter 
along with co,nments from Staff 

The Comm1ss10n finds that ii has jurisdiction over lh1s maller purs1.u1n1 to SOCL Chapters 1· 
26 and 49-34A and ARSD 20:10.27 02. Fur1her. 1he Commission finds that 11 has good cause to 
grant an extension of the waiver of the SWT!ched access rules and pet1t1oner shall file 11s cost sludy 
by May 1999 ll 1s therefore 

ORDERED, that the request for an extension of !he waiver of S'Wllched access rules ,s hereby 
granted, and 11 1s funher 

ORDERED, that pet111oner shall file its cost study by May 1, 1999 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this 4 tfi.,, day of June. 1998, 

CERTIFICATE Of SERVICE 

n-~N!leCJt ~INl
dDCUINl'llhN °"" ..-...;I b»t ,.,00,,. C*\fl ol 
,~1111notdDCkt1 nllt:t0ort1111tooel!ICIMf'.:. 
nf 01IICM!llleo,O,-fnt~l'Nll. 111~ 
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