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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

CERTIFICATE OF ORGANIZATION 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

' JOYCE HAZELTINE, Secretary or State or t e 
State or South Dakota , hereby certify that t he Arti cles 
or Organization or NORTHERN VALLEY COMMUNICA TI s. 
L.L.C. duly signed and verified, pursuant tote 
provisions or the Sout Dakota Limited Liabi ity Company 
Act, have been received in this offic~ and ar e found to 
conform to law. 

ACCORDINGLY and by virtue or the aut horit y vested in 
me by law, I hereby issued this Certificate or 
Organization and attach hereto a duplicate oft e 
Articles of Organization of NORTHERN VALLEY 
COMMUNICATIONS, L.L.C. 

IN TESTIMON Y WHEREOF, I hav e 
hereun o set •Y hand and 
affixed the Great Seal of the 
State or Soutn Dakota, at 
Pierre, the Capital. t his 
Ma rch 27, 1997. 

a~c.e/._2 ___ ~ 

"-'------'----------·-



Northern Valley Communications, L.L.C. 
Balance Sheet 
January 31, 1998 

Total 390.0 · Equipment-Internet 

808.61 • Accum. Depreciation-Internet 

Total 390 · Internet Equipment 

391 • Cable Equipment 
391.1 • Equipment-Cable 
808.62 · Accum. Depreciation-Cable 

Total 391 • Cable Equipment 

393 · General Plant 
393.1 • Hardware & Software 

Total 393 • General Plant 

Total Fixed Assets 

Other Assets 
392 · SON Agreements 

392.1 · SON Rack Agreements 
808.64 · Accum. Amort.-SDN 

Total 392 · SON Agreements 

395 · Organizational Setup 
395.1 · Organizational Setup-Legal 
808.63 · Accum. Amort.-Org. Setup 

Total 395 • Organizational Setup 

396 · Special Projects 
396.1 • CLEC Application 
808.65 · Accum. Amort.-CLEC App. 

Total 396 · Special Projects 

Total Other Assets 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Liabilities 

Current Liabilities 
Accounts Payable 

232.1 • Accounts Payable-NEC 

Jan 31 '98 

255,000.67 

-12,746.55 

242,254.12 

6,732.42 
-330.60 

6,401 .82 

344.75 

344.75 

249,000.69 

1,253.00 
-78.30 

1,886.63 
-282.96 

5,000.82 
-98.70 

1,174.70 

1,603.67 

4,902.12 

7,680.49 

288,940.22 

4,148.95 



----------= . 
' Northern Valley Communications, L.L.C. 

Balance Sheet 
January 31, 1998 

232.3 · Accounts Payable-Other 
233.1 · Short Term Payable-NRCTV 

Total Accounts Payable 

Total Current Liabilities 

Total Liabilities 

Equity 
201.1 · Member Equity- RCTV 
201.2 · Member Equity~ames Valle 
201 .3 · Other Equity 
3900 · Retained Ea ings 
Net Income 

Total Equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

Jan 31, '98 

29,734. 1 
24.037.09 

57.920.15 

57,920.15 

57 ,920 15 

130,000.00 
130.000.00 
24,047 18 

-50.342 52 
-2.684.59 

231 .020.0 

288,940.22 
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OLSE TIIIELEN & CO., LID. 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

Board of Director 
mes alley Cooperative Telephone 

Compan · and Subsidiary 
Groton, South Dakota 

\Ve have audite he accompanying con olidated balance sheet of Jame Valle· Cooperative 
Telephone Compan · and subsidiary a of December 31, 1996 and 1995, and the related 
consolidated statem nts of operations, members' equity and cash flow for the ;ears tben 
ended. These financial statements are the re ponsibility of the Company's management. Our 
responsibility 1S to expre s an opinion on the e con olidated financial statements based on our 
audits. 

\' e conducted our audits in accord nee with generally accepte auditing ~tandards and the 
Gouernment Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonat le assurance 
about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes 
examining, on a test buis. evidence upporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements. An audit al o include a s ing the accounnng principles used and significant 
estimates made by man em nt. as well a evaluating the overall financial statement 
presentation. We believe that our audits provide a reason ble b for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements ferred to above present fairly, in all 
material respects. the consolidated financial po ition of James Valley Cooperative Telephone 
Company and su si .uy of December 31 . 1996 and 1995, and the consolidated results of 
their operations and their cash flows for the y rs then ended, in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Gouernment Auditing Standards. we have also issued a report dated 
Febr tary 6, 1997, on our considerahon of James Valley Cooperative Telephone Company and 
subsidiary's internal control structure and a report dated February 6. 1997 on their 
compliance with laws. ations, contracts and grants. 

February 6, 1997 

2 I 
iJtc.'t.l • rt -w1J.: 1th Jc: n:,· Henry lm1:m:111 · I -{Jl1. 

Lmle CJnJd.i Ro.1<.l c. P: , I. ~hnnO( a •• 11 - . 1 - -i
0 2l F.\: · 1- .! 1 -

11) : l1.1d t ;1 R JU, .11n • \hnnc 1.! I 9U? 



I 
I 

• • • 
II 

• • 

J . MES VAL EY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE COMPA.NY 
AND SUBSJDL.\RY 

0. SOLIDATEO BAL-\NCE SHEET 
OECE~IBER 31, 1996 A.1\lD 1995 

URRE IT AS ETS: 
Cash 

ash· R S Con truction Fund 
Certificates of Depo its 

AS ETS 

Accounts Receivable, Le Allowance for 
ncollectible of 6.900 and l ,639 

lnventoriec 
Pre id Expenses 

Total Current. 

INVE TMEN1'S AND OTHER ASSETS: 
love tment Securities 
Nonregulated Telel-ommunication Plant, • ·et 
Other Investments 
Exce s of Cost Over Net As ets Acquired 
Deferred Charges and Intangible As t 

Total Investments and Other As ets 

PROPERTY PLANT AND EQUIPMENT. rET 

TOTAL ASSETS 

1996 

S 826,900 
126.570 

1,23 ,64 

489.820 
87,509 
26.800 

2.796.2 7 

1,927.802 
10.761 

200.676 
2.480,286 

209.776 
4.829.30 l 

5.975.744 

S 13.601.292 

LIABILlTIE AND MEMBERS' EQUITY 

CURRENT LL\.BILITIES: 
Current Portion of Long-Term Debt 
Accounts Payable 
Accrued Interest 
Accrued Ta_.:ces 
Other Current Liabilities 

Total Current Liabilines 

LO G-TERM DEBT 

DEFERRED INCOME TAXES 

MEMBERS' EQUITY 

TOTAL UABIUTIES AND lVlEMBERS' EQUITY 

S 386,420 
127 905 
28.409 

122.633 
63.661 

727.028 

9.451.433 

73.961 

3.348.870 

S 13.601.292 

The accompanying notes are an integn.l part of the financial statements. 

3 

19 -

1.0 .166 
:.. 00 

. l .903 

1.3-6. -9-
3,-50 

--6,25 

4 6.666 
:..0-12. 769 

2.6 1.661 

7.374.373 

156 000 
0,36 

· 4.959 

- · 50.500 



JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
AND SUBSIDLi\RY 

CO SOUDATED STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 AND 1995 

NUES: 
Local Network 

etwork Access 
Equipment Sales, "t of Costs 
Lease Revenue 
Cable Television Service 
DBS Revenue 
Mj llaneous 

To l Operating Reve ues 

COSTS AND EXPENSES: 
Plant Specific 
Depreciation and Amorozation 
Plant Support 
Customer 
General and Administrative 
Programming Fees 
Other Operating Expenses 

Total Operating Expenses 

OPERATtNG INCOME 

OTHER INCOME Al ID (EXPENSES): 
lntere t and Dividend Income 
Interest Expense 

et Other Income and (Expenses) 

fNCOME BEFORE ll COME TAXES 

COME TAX EXPENSE 

NET COME 

s 

s 

1996 

404 572 
1,954,480 

12,135 
84,000 

1 6,028 
-6.357 

1 0.839 
3,0 8.406 

428 695 
847,811 

55 700 
306 370 
3.&3,389 
221,527 
178.997 

2.382.489 

715.917 

254.287 
{338,545) 

(8.&,25 ) 

631,659 

11.463 

620.196 

e accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial s tatements. 

4 

1995 

s 183,201 
1,520.6 7 

8 
83Ai9 

195.796 
1-0,657 
86.245 

2.198.926 

205,479 
556,025 

52.503 
205,697 
286,120 
131,672 
165.868 

1.603,364 

595.562 

245,226 
~218.909) 

26.317 

621.879 

39.900 

s 581.9 .. 9 
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JA.,IES 'ALLEY C OPERATIVE ELEPH NE OMPANY 
AND SUBSIDL<\RY 

01'S LIDATED STATEME~T OF ME'.\lBERS' EQUITY 
YEARS E1 :-OED DECElIBER 31. 1996 • .\J.,"D 1 95 

Accumu-
. 
nrealiied 

Gain (Los} 
on 

. vail bl · 
for· le 

lnve tments 

BAL\! CE· mber . 199.; - • • 9 6 . 9 C 50.5- ·0 2 . (54.i55 

Net lncome ) 65-0. (53.5 9 ( 5 .• 76) 
Rennmeot of C p1 redlts .434) 
Exase T .x Refund 1 ..&41 
V luauoo AdJW"tmeot or 

Secunue vail b •for~ 4 . 90 

mber 31. 1995 3.196.950 (. 0-l. ) C 3i. 6. (5. 65 

·et lncome 590.780 29 • .(60 , .... ) 
Retlffment of C.ip1al Cttd.J (3 3.151) 
ExoH Tax Refund 12.!86 
Valuauon AdJiatmeot for 

Secunue A vailabl for. al :U6.918 
Re llocate C.ip1~l Cr9d1t Reur.· 

meat Chew • 'ot C hed 2..121 

BA.LA.'1CE • December 3 . 996 S 3.41 .986 S p1.a.663) S (137-06) S ... 1.753 

The accompanying notes are an integral pan of the financial mtemen . 

5 

Total 

2,588.92 

S8l.9i9 
(3 1.43-i) 

11.H 

.i9."90 

• . 50.SOO 

620,196 
(383,151) 

12..286 

246,918 

2 • .121 

S 3.348.870 

_JIIIIIII~~ ......... ~------~·· --~ "'--~~----------------1111111 



----------
JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPB NE COMPA.1\IY 

.~"\'D SUBSIDIARY 

CONSOLIDATED STATEME T OF CASH FLOWS 
YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1996 AND 1995 

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING A MT 
'et lncome 

Adjustments to Reconcile Net Icco e to Net 
Casb Provided By Operating. tivtties: 

Depreciation and Amortization 
Capital Credits From Other Cooperati 
Recei able 
vthe r Current As e 
Current Llabilitie 
D ferred Income Ta.,ces 

et ca h Provided By 
Operatln Activme 

ASH FLO\ S FROM rNv"E TI. 'G . CT ~TIES: 
Purcha e of Property. Plant and Equ1 ment, et 
Purcha e of love tmen 
Sale of lnve tmen 

a h · R S t.•.LStru~rion Fund 
Deferred Ch e 

xce of Co t Over N t A! uired 
• t C h In Inv 

C/ H FLOW 
P ee from I uance of Lon · rm D bt 
Principal Payment of Lon -Term Debt 
Ca ital Credits Reared 
Ex e :( Refund nd Re i e C pita! Credi 

h Provided By Fin ncing . ccvitie 

NET r.-iCREASE (DECREASE) [N CASH 

CASH at Beginning of Year 

CASH at End of Year 

1996 

S 620 196 

84i.811 

(177.730) 
12,675 

117,064 
(54.837) 

1.365.179 

(3,828,377) 
(699,475) 
379 821 

(123,770) 
41,389 

(2,565,813) 
(6. 796.225) 

S.712,21 
74,694) 

(383 151) 
14.407 

5. 68.780 

(262.266) 

1.089.166 

S 826.900 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial tatements. 

6 

----------

1995 

S 581.979 

556,029 
(4,069 
- ,462 

68,205 
19,586 

l.229. 19. 

992.65 
(720, 126) 

1.275,580 
(1.5lt. 

(51,159 

(489. 67 

656,000 
(168,361 
(38 1,434 

11.441 
u-.646 

856,971 

232.195 

S 1.089.166 
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Eide Helmeke PLLP 
CeU8ed Public Aa:olnants & Contultants 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S BEPQBT ON TQE 
CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The Board of Directors 
Northern Electric Cooperative. Inc. 

and Subsidiary 
Badi. South Dakota 

We have audited the accompanying consolidaled balance sheet of Northern Electric Cooperative. Inc. and 
subsidiary as of April 30, 1997, and the related consolidaled statements of operations, equities, and cash flows 
for the four months then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of management. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial sw.ements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require 
that we plan and perfonn the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are 
free of material misstatement An audit incl I es examining. on a test basis. evidence supporting the amounts 
and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used 
and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement 
presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion. the consolidated financial statements referred to above present wrly. in all material respects, 
the financial position ofNorthem Electric Cooperative. Inc. and subsidiary as of April 30, 1997, and the 
results of their operations, changes in equities. and their cash flows for the :"ur months thr..u ended in 
confonnity with aenerally accepted &ccountina principles. 

MayJ0, 1997 
Sioux Falls. South Dakota 

-1-



NORTBE.llN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
AND SPINK ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 

MERGED BALANCE SHEETS 
APRil.. 30, 1997 

Nonhern Spink 
Electric Electric 
Cooperative. Cooperative, 
Inc. Inc. Merged 

ASSETS 

ELECTRIC PLANT. 
In service $ 15,622,543 $ 7,447,490 s 23,070,033 

nder construction 475 148 82, 1 1 557,279 
Total electric plan 16,09 ,691 7,529,6 1 23,627,312 

Less a: ; umulated 
depreciation 5,658.351 3,762!276 9,420,627 
Electric plant - net 10, 39,340 3,767,345 14,206,685 

OTHERPROPERTY AND 
INVESTMENTS: 

onutil ity property - net 170,697 170,697 
Investments in associated 

companies 2,255,594 831,033 3,086,627 
Investment in subsidiary plant 826,481 826,481 
Other investments 1.276,720 36.364 1313,084 

Total other property 
and in esunents 4.529,492 867,397 5,396 889 

CURRENT ASSETS: 
Cash and cash equivalents 27,693 706,276 733,969 
Accounts receivable - net 866,598 200,573 I 067,171 
Materials and supplies 4 14,304 234,946 649,250 
Prepayments 24,303 25,144 49,447 
Interest receivable 1.181 297 1,478 

Total current assets 1,334,079 1,167,236 2,501,315 

DEFERRED DEBITS 4, 8,085 12.740 I 
s 16,307,566 S 5,81 0,063 S 22,11 7,629 
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EQurrIES AND L1AB1Lrr1ES 

EQUITIES: 
Patronage capital s 
Other equities 
Retained earnings - subsidiary 

Total equities 

LO G-TERM DEBT, LESS 
CURRENT MATURITIE 

CUR.RENT UABII..lTIES. 
ote payable - CFC hne of credit 

Current marurities of long-
term debt 

Accounts payable 
Customer deposits 
Taxes accrued 
Other current liabilities 

Total current liabilities 

DEFERRED CREDITS 

s 

Northern Spink 
Electric Electric 
Cooperative, Cooperative, 
Inc. Inc. Merged 

5,529,084 S 2.209,351 s 7,738,435 
251 ,303 87,594 338,897 
214,716 214,n6 

5,995,103 - .296.945 8,292,048 

1-.1 55,607 

50,000 50,000 

363 ,000 1.i .o 0 510,000 
441 ,400 6 ,530 508,930 

57,671 - .340 60,01 l 
209,999 58,383 268,382 
104,140 31 ,044 135.184 

•~226,210 306,-9 1,532,507 

11 .51 6 137,467 

-22-
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DOCKET 
NUMBER 

1~ELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS 
TheM •• the tetecommunlutions Hnric• Niftgs ttw the Conwniulon hH received for the penod of: . 

03/06/98 through 03/19/98 
If you nNd • complete copy of • flhng r11eci, overnight Hpreued. or fflliled to you. pleaM contact Delalne Kolbo Within five CS.ys ol lhls flllng. 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

DATE 
FILED 

Appl1Cabon by Northern Valley Communications. L.L C for a Certificate of Authority to operate as a telecommunications 
con1pony Within the state of South Dakota. (Slaff: TS/KC) Applicant seeks to provide ~telecommunications services 
ncludtng local exchange selVlces, lntraLATA services and interLATA services through a combination of reseller and I 03118/98 
f0~10ties-based provisioning. NVC will enter Into agreements with local exchange companies for the resale of 

· --- _ __ .t ___ .. 

• 111,1 of lntlllMI ilddl .. Mt It '°" Ila ttU ~Ml noti!Y""' Convn by £ to Teuy Nofl.lm a ,yn ~~·tJ sdW> I' 

PAGE 1 OF 1 

INTERVENTION 
DEADLINE 

04/03/98 
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Ma 22. 1998 

Mr. B IJ Bu lard 
ExecutJV Director 
SD Pubhc Utilities Co mis ,on 
State Cap ol 
Pterre. SD 5750 -5070 

E 

Dea B 

S cere 

E 

' ' 

P.O. Box 455 
a.111. so 57427.0455 

1.aoo.529-0310 
Pho111:m.t310 

Fax: &OS-225-1614 

t •nt1il: nvcOavc.net 

ae<::-.st<>n at rts May 2, 998. commission meeting 
Commumcatio 's (NVC) 1ndemnrty bond. This 

ic.ate o au o ty in the above ocket If you 



. . . 

INDEMNITY BOND ; : 'I 
to the l t . , 

PEOPLE Of THE TATE OF SO TH DAKOTA 

Bond o. J P9003 

We, orthcm \ alley Communications, the principal and pplic r a 
TE OF A HORJTY to resell Ion di tance telccommuni tions services 

uth Oak a, and St. Paul Fin and tarinc lnsu nee Co , as an 
urselv tJ nto the Publi e ace Commi · n o ~ the State 

n mer f outh ak a Ii tt, in the m of S2 ,000 

This b nd hall take effect a of the date hereon and shall r main in for and 
ffi until the urety i released from liability b the , ritten order o the Public crvic 
ommi sion, rovided that the surety may cancel this Bond and be reliev d o unher 

liability hereunder by del ivering thiny (30) days writt n n tice to the Public ervice 
Commissio;a. Such cancellation shall not affect an liability incurred or ccrued 
hercunde prior to the termination of said thirty (30) day period 

m n event shall the a ,regate liability of the surety exceed the penal sum 
speci 1ed herein 

Dated this 22nd day of Ma , 1998 
be err cti e this 221

1<1 day o May, 1998 

22nd day of 

outh Dakota 

. . 
• .. 

, I ( ,, 
., . 



• IT. rA L a:JRE AND 1\1 INE INS RA f: ·oMPA , , 
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r ERT11-1EO 
Or\' ·o. \ht- Cl O It lfnt' 13~? 
F-12736 

K 'O\\ ALI. M 
Minne " " 

George A. Olson, J iro Harr, 'lb:m1s 

mn11 ·~ 

11n.le r the I o f !he • la c 

yer , individually , Aberdeen , South Dakota 

i.tCI ol 

eel rcquu d " 

PmAL'l"f 'IHE su-1 OF TEN MILLIOO DC.lLIARS($10 ,000 , 000 )F1'.0i 

I II · 11 , 
.u, I \l',61 11 I 

I I I 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF ) 
NORTHERN VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS. ) 
L.L.C. FOR A CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY ) 
TO PROVIDE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
SERVICES. INCLUDING LOCAL EXCHANGE ) 
SERVICES. IN SOUTH DAKOTA ) 

ORDER GRANTING 
CERTIFICATE OF 

AUTHORITY 

TC98-063 

On March 18, 1998, the: Public Utthties Commission (Comm1ss10 ). in accordanc 1th SDCL 
49-31-3 and ARSD 20 10 24 02, received an apphcat1on for a certificate of autho from Northe 
Valley Communications, L L C (NVC) 

VC seeks to provide telecommuntcat ons services including local xchange services, 
intraLA TA services and interlA TA erv1ces through a comb1 atton of reseller nd faciht1es-based 
provisioning. C will enter into agreements with local exchange companies for the resale of 
tetecommunicabons services A proposed tanff was flied by NVC The Commission has classified 
long distance service as ful com et,t,ve 

On March 19, 1998, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and the 
intervention deadline of Apnl 3, 1998. to ,ntere~ted ind 1duals and entities No petitions to intervene 
or comments were filed and at , s regularty scheduled May 12. 1998, meeting, the Com 1ss1on 
considered NVC's request for a certificate of authonty Commission Staff recommended granting 

VC a certificate of authonty, provided NVC fum,she the Commission with a surety bond. NVC 
proposed 11ing an Irrevocable Letter of Credit rather than the bond. 

The Commission finds that 1t has junsd ction over th s matter pursuant to Chapter 49-31 , 
speofically49-31·3 and ARSD 20 10 24 02 and 20 10 24.03 The Comm,ss,on finds that NVC has 
met the legal requirements estabhshed for the granting of a certificate of authonty NVC has, ,n 
accordance with S L 49-31-3, d monstrated sufficient technical. financial and managenal 
capabilities to offer teleco umcat1ons seMces in South Dakota. The Commission approves NVC's 
applicat10 fo a certificate of authority, provided that NVC furnishes the Com 1ssion with a bond 
As the Comm1ss,on's final decision in this matter. ,t 1s therefore 

ORDERED that VC's application for a certificate of authonty is hereby granted, provided 
that NVC fum1s es the Commission with a bond It 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that NVC shall file informational copies of tarrff changes with the 
Commission as the changes occur. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this o?t tlday of .ay 1998 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 

(OFFIC 'AL SEA ) 



SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION 

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

To Conduct Business As A Telecommunications Company 
Within The State Of South Dakota 

Authority was Granted May 12, 1998 
Docket No. TC98-063 

This is to certify that 

NORTHERN VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS, L.L.C. 

is authorized to provide telecommunications services in South Dakota. 

This certificate 1s issued 1n accordance with SDCL 49.31.3 and ARSD 
20 10.24:02, and 1s subJect to all of the conditions and limitations contained in 
the rules and statutes go ern,ng ,ts conduct of offering telecommunications 
services 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this ;?6 dday of 1 bay . 1998 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION: 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

I THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF ) 
NORTHERN VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS, ) 
L.L.C. FOR A CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY ) 
TO PROVIDE TE _ECOMMUNICA TIONS ) 
SERVICES, INCLUDING LOCAL EXCHANGE 
SERVICES, IN SOUTH DAKOTA ) 

AMENDED ORDER 
GRANTING CERTIFICATE 

OF AUTHORITY 

TC98-0G3 

On arch 18, 1998. he Pubhc Ut1h 1es Comm,s ,on Comm1ss1on), 1n accordance 
h SDCL -31 -3 and ARSD 20 10 24 02. rece, e an apphcat1on or a certificate of 

authority from Northern Valley Commumcat1ons. LL C (NVC) 

NVC seeks to provide telecommunaca ,o s e ices 1nclud1ng local exchange 
services, ,ntraLA TA services and interLA TA services th ough a comb1nat on of reseller and 
facilities-based prov1s1ornng NVC will provide serv ce m those areas an South Dakota 
where U S WE T Commurnca ions. Inc 1s the incumbent local exchange earner NVC will 
enter ,n o agreements wrth local exchange companies for the resale of elecommumcations 
ervices NVC has requested a wa1 er of ARSD 20 10 24 02(8) and (12) The 

Comm1ss1on has classified long distance serv1ce as fully competitive 

On March 19, 1998, the Comm1ss1on electronically transmitted notice of the filing 
and the intervention deadline of April 3, 1998, to interested ind1v1dua s and entities No 
petitions to 1nterve e or comments were fi led and at its regularly scheduled May 12, 1998, 
meeting, the Comm1ss1on considered NVC's request for a certificate of authority. 
Commission Staff reco mended granting NVC a certificate of authority, subject to rural 
safeguards, provided NVC furnished the Comm1ss1on with a surety bond NVC proposed 
ftling an Irrevocable Letter of Credit rather than the bond. Commission Staff further 
recommended a waiver of 20·10 24.02(8) and (12) 

The Commission finds that it has Jurisd1ct1on over this matter pursuant to Chapter 
49-31 , specifically 49-31-3 and ARSD 20 10 24 02 and 20: 1 O 24·03 The Commission 
finds that NVC has met the legal requirements estabhs o he granting of a certificate 
of authority. NVC has, in accordance with SDCL 4 -31-1 , demonstrated sufficient 
technical. financial and monagerial capab1ht1es to offer telecommunications services in 
South Dakota. Further, the Commission finds that there is good cause to waive 
subparagraphs (8) and (12) of ARSD 20 10 24 02 

The Commission approves NVC's application for a certificate of authority subject 
to rural safeguards, provided that NVC furnishes the Commission with a bond. The 
certificate of authority for NVC shall authorize 1t to offer local exchange services in those 
areas m South Dakota where U S WEST Communications, Inc. is the incumbent local 
exchange carrier In the future, should NVC choose o provide local exchange services 
statew de, with respect to rural telephone companies, NVC 111 have to come before the 



Commission in another proceeding before being able to provide local service in that rural 
service area pursuant to 47 U.S C. § 253{f) which allows the Commission to require a 
company that seeks to provide service ,n a rural service area to meet the requ, emen s 1n 
47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1) for designation as an eligible telecom un,ca I ns carrier In 
add1t1on. the granting of statewide certification will not affect the exemp ,ans, suspensions. 
and mod ,cations for rural telephone companies found n 47 USC § 251(f) It ,s therefore 

ORD ED, that NVC's apphcat,on for a Certificate of Authority to provide 
telecommunications services, ·ncluding local exchange services, is granted, provided that 
NVC furnishes the Comm1ss1on with a bond, and it 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that NVC shall file informat1onal copies of tariff changes with 
the Comm1ss1on as the changes occur, and it 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that t e Comm,ss,on shall authorize NVC to offer its 
services ,n those areas in South Dakota where U S WEST Communications, Inc 1s the 
incumbent local exchange earner. and ,t ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Co m1ss1on finds good cause to waive 
subparagraphs (8) and (12) of SD 20.10 24.02 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _,:d day of June, 1998 

CERTIFICATE Of SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
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SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION 

AMENDED CERT/FICA TE OF AUTHORITY 

To Conduct Business As A Telecommunications Company 
Within The State Of South Dakota 

Authority was Granted May 12, 1998 
Docket No TC98-063 

This ,s to certify that 

NORTHERN VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS, L.L.C. 

is authorized to provide telecommunications serwces in South Dakota. 

This c rt,f,cate ,s issued in accordance with SDCL 49-31-3 and ARSD 
20:10:24.02, and 1s subJect to all of the cond1t1ons and hm1tat1ons contained 1n 
the rules and statu es governing ,ts conduct of off er ng telecommunications 
services 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION: 
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Public Utilities Commission 

talc apll I u,ldmg, ast pit I Avenue. P1cm:. 1th Du S 501-S07 

June 8, 1998 

Mr. Doug E1dahl 
Chief Executive Officer 
Northern Valley Communications. L.L.C. 
P 0 . Box455 
Bath , SD 57 427-0455 

Re· Northern Valley Communications, L L C. 
Docket TC98.Q63 

Dear Doug: 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Amended Order Granting Certificate of Authority 
and the original Amended Certificate of Authority for Northern Valley 

Communications, L L. C. 

The Order has been amended to include the waiver of ARSD 20:10.24:02(8) and (12) 

and also includes rural safeguard language 

z;:/;·:~ 
Karen E. Cremer 
Staff Attorney 

KEC:dk 
Enc 

cc : Mr . Kent Hyde 


