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TC 98-020 
RE ErVED 
f h fj I I 9 

Reciprocal Transport nnd Termination Agreeme t 

• ,E , 
This Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement (the "Agreement") is 

effective as of the K!!:._ day of &_ tw il r . 199 J_ (the " ff ective Date"), by and 
betWccn CommNct Cellular, Inc. ("CommNet") with offices at 8350 East Cr~nt 
Parkway, Room 400, Englewood, CO 80111 and 8c,tt.S(t.,, 1' l.ll\ei,~ ("Carrier' ') with 
offices at JCI ~- 3ra ~l "{c Bett.!. fo:d Sb tt.«1 mNet and Carrier 
are each individually a "Pany" and ar~ together the "Parties'' o this Agreement 

Comm.Net i.s licensed by the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC' ) · a 
Commercial Mobile RJ!dio Service Provider ("CMRS.') pro ider Carrier and Comm et 
agree to exchange wireline to wireless and wireless to v:ireline ra.ffic for the bcneti-: of 
the Parties. Services provided by Carrier to CommNet under this grcement a.re 
provided pursuant to CommNet's status as a CMRS provider. 

WHEREAS, the Parties currently extend arrangements to one another allo\\' ing 
or the transport and termination of wirelinc to wireless and wireless to wircline traffic 

over each other's network facilities, between each other's subscribers, and 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to put in place an arrangement for the mutu:il 
exdunge and reciprocal compensation of local telecommunicaf ons traffic in accord wit h 
the e.lecommunications Act of 1996, and which is inten ed to supersede any pre ious 
arra.ngemen s etW the parties relating to such traffic, 

NOW. THEREFORE. in con.sideration of e mu a provisions contained herein 
an other good and luable consideration. the receipt and sufficiency of ruch are 
h y adcnowled cd, omm, 'e and Carrier hereby agree follows 

This Agreement addresses the parties' reciprocal 
ions as descri ed in § 5 5 oi the Telccomrnuni · ons 

B this Agreemcn neither Party wai es an other rights 
o the rule of the FCC r of the ate Public tilitics 

S y inclu e C mm; et• s right to 
of um~. s rural eph n 
• of th an Carrier· 



The Parties agree and understand that certain pro isions in this Agreement 
are based on the FCC's First Report and Order, Jn the Maner of lmplcmentatjQ.O 
of the Local Competition Provisions of the Telecommunic;itions Act of 12 6, C 
Doc et No. 96-98, rel. Aug. 8, 1996 ("FCC 1st Order'') and the Second Repc>n 
and Order and Memorandum Opinion and Order, In the Maner of 1~ 
Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions of the Telecommunicatic,ru 
Act of 1996. CC Docket No. 96-98, rel. Aug. 8, 1996 ("FCC 2nd Order''). To the 

em that certain of the rules contained in the FCC 1st Order and the FCC nd 
Order, or any other FCC Order adopted to implement the Telecommunications 
Act of I 996, are ultimately deemed by the courts to be not effective, t:-tis 
Agreement shall be modified to comport with the final court decisions and 
subsequent FCC rules adopted to comply with the coun's decisions. 

The Parties funher agree and understand that the rates for local transpon 
and termination agreed to, as set forth in Exhibit A hereto, arc not based on a 
specific costing methodology or company specific cost data and that they may 
have to be adjusted when an appropriate costing methodology consistent with § 
252(dX2) of the Telecommunications Act is established and 3ctual evst 
information or an acceptable cost proxy which reasonably reflects the actual costs 
of providing the local transport and termination services becomes avai lable. 

The Panics enter into th·s agreement wi1hou1 prejudice to any position 
they may take with r pect to similar future agreements between the Parties r 
with re to positions they may have taken previously, or ma take in he 
future in any legislative, regulatory or other public forum addressing an • maners 
including ma ers related o the ra1es to be charged for transpon and te:mina 10n 
of ocal traffic or the types of a.rran cmcnts prescribed by this agreement 

3 I •· ct'' means the mmunicau ns Act 
seq ). a.s ame.,ded b he Tel 
time o me interpreted 10 e d 
F or a Commis~ion" thin its 

!.S om 
e 

3 .3 "Commission" e South Dakota Public uhties · omm1 on 

3 -. ''Local ailing ea (LCA)" for purpo o · t as A_ cemen . s a 
eographk area defined by t ~ajor Tradin ea fT A) · tun ~ h1 h 

CommNct provides CMRS services where loc.il transport and terminati n 
rates apply as set fonh in F C 1st Order and 47 FR 51 70 I 
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3.5 "Local Traffic" for purposes of this Agreement means traffic v. ich 
originates and terminates, based on the location of the wireless subscriber 
and landline end user, within the same CMRS LCA. 

3.6 .. Major Trading Area (MTA) is a geographic area established in Rand 
McN y's Commercial Atlas and Marketing Guide and used by the FCC 
in defining CMRS liccnsc boundaries for CMRS providers for purposes of 
Sections 251 and 252 of the Communications Act of 1934 as amended. 

3.7 "Non-Local Traffic" is the completion of interMTA calls based on the 
location of the wireless subscriber and the land line end user and the 
completion of that roaming traffic, as defined in FCC 1st Order, par. 1043, 
o which switched access charges are applicable. 

3.8 .. Reciprocal Compensation Credit" for purposes of this Agreement 
and based on current traffic trends is a monetary credit for wireline to 
wireless traffic which is originated by a landline subscriber of Carrier and 
terminates to a subscriber of CommNct within the LCA. Should traffic 
patterns change so that more wireless traffic is terminated by CommNet 
than Carrier within a prescribed billing period, the reciprocal 
compensation credit shaJI be changed to reflect such difference. 

3.9 "Transit Traffic" is traffic that originates from one provider 
network, transits another teJecommunication carrier' network. 
substantially unchanged, and terminates to yet another provider's network. 

3 .10 .. Wireless Traffic" for pWJX>ses of this Agreement, means all calls in 
either direction betWecn a user of CommNet's CMRS (where Comm.~et 
provides the wireless equivalent of dial tone to the user) and an end user 
served by Carrier. 

4. Reciprocal Traffic Exchange. Each Party shall reciprocally termin te 
wireless local traffic originating on each other's network. Reciprocal traffic 

change addresses the exchange of wireless traffic between Comm et 
subscribers and Carner end users. onsis.ent with Carrier's current practice with 
CommNct, either Party's wireless I I traffic may be routed through an 
intermediary for intcrcoMectioo with the other Party's system. Any such 
arrangement may be modified by a separate agreement if both Parties wish to 
provide for two-way direct intcrcoMcction. Reciprocal traffic exchange per this 
Agreement covers only t.ransport and termination service, provided for Clv'IRS 
carriers only in association with CMRS services. Other services, including any 
direct interconnect arrangement established between the parties. shaJI be covered 
by a separate contract, t · or price list. Th transport and termination services 
provided hereunder arc intended for wireless to v.ireli c or wireline to wireless, 
but not wireline to wirelinc co unications. Such services will not be u d to 
terminate other types of t.ra.ffic on Carrier's network (such as wircline originated 

----------



traffic), and services provided in violation herco shall constitute a breach of Liis 
Agreement. ln addition to any other remedies available. the Party \ hose scrvi,:cs 
have b n impro~y used shall be entitled to recover the charges applicable to 
such traffic for the entire period of misuse. Any incidental services e directory 
assistance, operator services. etc) will billed a he standard rat for thos 
servic 

S. Local and Non-Loc:il Traffic This Agreement is intended to address 
the u-ansport and termination of local wireless traffic between the P11rties. Local 
wircl traffic is subject lo only the local transport and termination charge(s) set 
forth below and is not subject to switched access charges. Noa-local traffic is 
subject to either interstate or intrastate switched access charges, whkhever is 
pplieable. 

Ancillary traffic which indudcs wireless traffic that is destined for 
anci llary services including. but no limited o, directory assistance, 91 J/E9 l l, 
opera.tor all termination (busy line interrupt and verify), 800/8 8, LIDB, and 
information scni ces requiring special billing will be exchanged and charged in 
accord.aoce with the appropria1c tariffs, local or swi ched access. 

CommNet agrees that it shall not use the sctviccs provided by Carrier 
under t.his agreement for the transport or termination of non-local wireless traffic 
Any use of the services for non-local traffic shall constitu c a breach of this 
agreement and, with respect to such improper use, in addition to any other 
remedies available, Carrier shall be entitled to reco er the charges applicable to 
such traffic for the entire period of misuse. 

For bi ling purposes, if either Party is unab e to classi .. on an automated 
basis the local wirc1C$S 1c elivcrcd by CommNc:t as intl'3.St.3.te or intcrstllle, 
CommNet ~ill provide Carrier wi h a Percent Intcrswe Use (PIU) factor, which 
rcprcsctrts the cst:im t.cd intersute portion of intraMT A traffic delivered by 
Comm: ct The Pru ors will be provided updated on an semi-annual basii. to 

encc si (6) months after Commission approval of this Agreement 

o in ti n lu e CommNet an C3J'rier shall 
rec procaU a s. mmeuically compensate one another for \\ir less lo I traffic 
terminated lo their end users The rate(s) for the termination and trail.Sport of such 
t c ate as set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto. Carrier will be responsible for 
measuring the total monthly minutes of use terminating into its network from 
Comm.lo,Jct 's nctwo Measured e begins when CommNet' mobile 
switching office is signalled by the terminating end office that the call has been 
answered fcasured usage ends u n ecognition by the mobile switching office 
of discoMection by the earlier of the Carrier's customer or the disconnection 
signal from the terminating end office Carrier will only charge Comm et for 
actual minutes of~ an or fract ions thereof of completed call . Minute of use 
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minu c 
7 1 For transiting local traffic, the app icablc local 

transit rate applies to the ori m n Parry per hibit A tuched For transitin 
non- local ffic the Panies will ch e the applicable swi ched ccess rates to the 
responsible earner 

8. J n The monthly minutes of use 
terminated into Comm.'let's network from C:uricr 's nerwork for purposes of chis 

eru. which wi I determine the reciprocal compensation credit due 
CommNct, will be calc-'1111ed u.s·n the formul SC1 fonh in Exhibit 

The resulting number shall be multiplied by the lo transpon .snd 
termination rate to determine the monthly reciprocal compensation credit The 
reciproc& compensation credit for the locaJ transport and tcmunatfon wi ll ap 
on the monthly bill as a crcdi against the amounts due and payable from 
CommNet to Carrier 

9 Billing and Coliee1 jng Fees, omrn!'llct will only bear the portion of 
billing and col ecting fees that are assooated with wireless traffic transport and 
term.itl3tion to its subscribers This wi ll apply to illing and collect ion cost 
incurred by the Carrier directly or indirectly Fo the purpo of this agreement, 
CommNet will bear cost for billing and col ection services in order for the Carrier 
to render an accurate bill in an amount not to exceed the percentage used to 
calculate tbe reciprocal compensation acdit to CommNet per Exhibit A of the 
otal direct or indirect billing and collection costs incurred by the urrier. Billing 

and col ection &m!Jlgemcnts entered into by Comnu et or the Carrier "ith an. 
intrrmediaries wil addressed separate! and arc not a pan o th Agreement 

IO Iron. Subject to the tennill41ion provisions contained in this 
cnt, the tcnn of this Agreement shall be one l) year 5"om the effecti e 

date and shall continue in effect for consecutive on (J) year tenns until either 
P gives the other Party at least si y (60 da s wrinen notice of termina .on. 
~ hich tcnn.ination shaJ be effccti e t c end of the no ·ce perioJ 

11 Either Party may terminate thi 
Agreement in whole or in pan in the e ent of a default by the other Party, 
provided. however, tha1 the non-defaulting Patty notifies the defaulting Party in 
writing of the alleged def.au t and that the defaulting Party does not cure the 
alleged default witrun trurt 30) calendu da) of receipt written notice thereof. 

t 2 Ljabihty Upon Terrnjnatjon Termination of · s Agreement, or an. 
pan hert0f, for any cause shal no release either P · from any Ii bility which t 
the time of tennination had already accrued t the er Party r which thereafter 
a.ccrues in an respect for an act or omissi n occuning p ·or to the tcnnination 



relating to an obligation which is expressly stated in this Agrcemen The Parti s ' 
obligations under this Agrecmem which b their narur arc intended to continue 
beyond the tcmunation or ex iration of this Agreemen1 shall survi e the 
tenn · nation of this Agreement. 

13. General Responsibil it ies of Parties Each Party is responsible to 
provide facilities within its network which arc n~sary for rout ing nd 
terminating traffic from !he other Party's networ 

14. Assignments. Successors and Assignees twithstanding anything to 
the contrary contained herein, this Agreement shall be binding upon and inure 10 
the benefit of the Panics hereto, and their successors and assig ecs. 

15. Force Majeyre, Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or fai lure 
in performance of any pan of th.is Agreement from any cause beyond its control, 
including. without limitation, acts of nature, acts of cjvil or mil i ary authority. 
govcmmcnt regulations, embargoes, epidemics. terrorist acts, riots., insurrections 
fires, explosions., C3tthquakcs, nuclear accidents, floods., power bl:icicouts, other 
major environmental disturbances or unusually severe weather conditions 
(collectively, .. Force Majeure Event"). 

16 , o Third Paav Ben ficiaries This Agreement docs nm provide and 
shall not be consuued o provide third parties with any remedy, claim, liability, 
reimbursement, cause o action, or other privilege. 

17. Notices Notices given by one Party to the ocher Party under th.is 
Agreement shall be in writing to the addresses of the Parties set forth above and 
shall be (i) delivered per:>. ually; (ii) delivered by express deJivery service, (iii) 
mailed, ccnified mail or first class U.S mail postage prepaid, return receipt 
requested, or (iv) delivered by telecopy. 

18 Govemi0& Law. For all claims under this Agreement that are based 
upon issues within tbc jurisdicti n of the FCC. the Parties agree that remedies for 
such claims shall be go emed by the C and the Communications Act of 1934. 
as amended For all claims ~dcr this Agreement that are based upon issues 

·thin the jurisdiction of the State Public Util ities Commission. the parties agree 
that the jurisdiction for all such claims shall be with such Commission. and the 
remedy for such cl.aims sbal be as provided for by such Commission. In all other 
respects. this Agreement shall be govcrmd by the domestic laws of the state of 
South Dak-ota without reference to conflict of law provisions. 
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---------- -
19 . n This Agreement constitutes he ent ire eemcnt 

bctween the supersedes all prior oral or wrin reements, 
rcprcsenutions, sta1ement, negou llOOS, understandings, proposal d 

undertakings with respect to the subject matter hereof. 

IN WITNESS ~OF. the panies hereto have cwsed this Agreemen< to be 

executed this ~ da of __!iU.t ,....bs, J 199_2_ 

CommNet Cellular, Inc 

••Carrier'' Sclt.E-'3 ~I) TGLEP. "' ~ 
( 
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I EC 
Exe an e Lin s MOU Rat 

Accent Communications 
Annour Independent Telephone Co. 
Battie Telecom Coop. 
Beresford Municipal Telephone 
Bri0gewater-Canisota lndepend nl 
Brookings Municipal TelephOne 
Cheyenne River S owe Tribe Tel. 
Faith Municipal Telephone 
Fort Randall TelephOne 
Golden West Telecommunications Coop. 
Golden West Commun cations of S.D. 
Hanson Communications. Inc. 
Hanson County Telephone Company 
Heartland Communications. Inc. 
Interstate Telecommunications Coop. 
Intrastate Telephone Company. Inc. 
James Valley Coo . Telephone 
Jefferson TelephOne company 
Kadoka Tele hone Company 
Kennebec T~ephone Company. Inc. 
McCook cooperative Telephone 
Mldstate Telephone Company 
Mobridge Telecommunications compan 
Mt. Rushmo Telephone Company 
Roberts County Telephone Coop AsSOC 

RC Communications 
Sanborn Telephone Cooperalive 

Sancom. Inc. 
s Valley Telephone Company 
Spt rock Properties. Inc 
Splitrock Te eCC\m cooperative. I c. 
State Une Telecommunications. Inc 
St hotm-Strandburg Telephone 
Sully Buttes Telephone cooperatr e 
To-County Telecom, Inc. 
U on Te ep one Company 

tey Cabl & Satellite Communrcatlons 
VaUry Telecommurucatrons Coop. AssOC. 
Venture Commun,callon . Inc 
Vivian T P-lephone Company 
West Rlver Coop. Telephone Company 
West River Tetecommunicat ons Coop 
Western Telephone Company 

1877 
675 

1483 
11 99 
935 

1 ,421 
2568 

359 
4132 

13,812 
8962 
865 
512 

1540 
8943 
6407 
2083 

551 
5-42 
779 
739 

2804 
2457 

502 
485 

1506 
243 
2430 
5247 
1576 
3~ 
2294 

7 3 
4077 

437 
1499 
1580 
2019 
6791 

1 1 

1536 
645 

1086 

S0.030 
so 04 
so 035 
S0.035 
S0.035 
S0.030 
S0.030 
S0.053 
so 030 
$0.030 
S0.030 
$0.040 
S0.040 
S0.030 
$0 030 
$0.030 
$0.030 
$0.040 
S0.040 
SO 040 
so 040 
S0.030 
S0 .030 
$0040 
S0.053 
so 030 
$0.030 

030 
$0030 
S0.030 
S0.030 
S0.030 
S0.040 
$0.030 
S0.053 
SO 035 
$0.030 

.030 
$0.030 
$0.053 
$0.030 
$0.040 
$0.035 



-TRAl SIT TRAFFIC RA TE 

"Exhibit A.., 
Page 2 

(Per MO per route mile S0.0005 

- RECIPROCAL COMPENSATIO CREDIT - CALCULATlO . 

Multiply the tow monthly ceal minutes of use of ~ire ess traffic 
delivered from CommNet's netWOrk for tc:rmination into Carrier 's 
nctWOrk by a &ctor of 0.17. 



South l),1kot,1 

Publ ll: Cuh11cs C o mm1ss1o n 

·w e C.1p1tol 500 I·. ( Jp11o l 
P1cm ·, SD 5750 1 5070 
Phone <,0:>) 773 3705 

TELE 'fIO S SER\TJCE FITJ~GS 
Thu• 1111 lne leleconYOOnlc~lllons service f11tngs th.ti lhe Commission hu received ro, the pe11od of 

02/ 06/98 through 02/ 12/98 
I· .1-, 601) 773-380c 

II you need I complete copy of a flljng lutiS, overnight upresH<I, or malled lo you, pleu c contae1 0e1,1ne l<olbo w,thin five d• ys ol m,s f11tng 

DOCKET 
NUMBER 

TC98-01 7 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

NEGOTIATED INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT FILED 
CommNel Cellular. Inc. and Accent CommumcalJOns Inc submitted copy of the conlracl entered into between the pan,es 
or o wireless tnterconnecbon agreement (Staff. HB/CH) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· request for 
approval may do so by filing wntten comments wrth the Comm1SS1on and the partJes to the agreement no later than March 
5. 1998 Parlles to the agreement may file wntten responses 10 the comments no later than March 26, 1998 _ 

CommNet Cellular . Inc and Armour Independent Telephone Company submitted copy of the contract e11 terod into 
between the parties for a wireless mterconnecbon agreement (Staff HB/CH) Any person wishing to comment oil the 

TC98-018 I parties· request for approval may do so by fihng wntten comments With the Commission and the parties to tho agreement 
no later than March 5, 1998. Parties to the agreement may file wntten responses to the comments no later than March 
26, 1998 

TC98-019 

CommNet Cellular. Inc. and Baltic Telecom CooperallVe submitted copy of the contract entered inlo between lhe parties 
for a wireless interconnection agreement (Staff: HB/CH) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· request for 
approval may do so by filing wntten comments with the ComrTUSSIOn and the parties to the agreement no later than March 
5. 1998 Parties to the aQreoment may file written respanses lo the comments no later than March 26, 1998 

CommNet Cellular, Inc and Beresford Municipa l Telephone Company submitted copy of lhe contract entered into 
between tho parties for a wireless interconnection agreement (Stall HB/CH) Any person wishing to comment on the 

TC88-020 I parties' request for approval may do so by fihng wntten comments With the Comm1ss1on and the par11es 10 thP agreement 
no later than March 5. 1998. Parties to the agreement may fi le wntton responses to the comm&nts no later lhan March 

DATE 
FILED 

02/06198 

02/06/98 

02/06/98 

02/06/98 

26 1998. ~ 

TC98-021 

TC98-022 

CommNet Cellular . Inc. and Bndgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company submitted copy of the contract 
entered into between the parties for a wireless interconnecbon agreement (Staff HB/CH) Any person wishing lo 
comment on the parties' requeS1 for approval may do so by filing wntten comments with the Commission and the ponies 
lo lhe agreement no later than March 5. 1998 Parties to the agreement may file wnnen responses to tho comments no 
later than March 26. 1998. 

CommNet Cellular. Inc and East Plains Telecom , Inc submrtted copy of the contract entered mlo between the panics 
for a wireless mlerconnec!Jon agreement. (Staff· HB/CH) Any person wish1r.g to comment on tht? parties· request for 
approval may do so by fihng written comments With the Comm1SS10n and the parties to lhe agreement no later than March 
5. 1998 Parties to the agreement may fi le written responses to tne commentsno Inter than March 26.1 998 

PAL E 1 OF 5 

02/06/98 

02106/98 

INTERVENTION 
DEADLINE 

Rl'sponses Dt 
03105'98 

Responses Du 
03105,0 ~ 

Rospanses 
3/05/98 

Rec:iponso~ Du 
OJ 05 •'l O 

Rosponsm .. Out• 
03105/98 

Re-,ponsc,; Dw 
03 05,~t 



TC98-023 

CommNet Cellular, Inc and Faith Muntc1pal Telephone Company submtned copy of the contract ente red into between 
the parties for a wireless interconnection agreefT1ent (Staff HBICH) Any person wishing to comment on the parties 
request for approval may do so by filing wntten comments With the Commission and the parties to the agreement nc later 
than March 5. 1998 Parties to the aQreemenl may file wntten responses to the comments no later than March 26 1998 

CommNet Cellular, Inc and Golden West Telecommurncat>ons Cooperallve . Inc submitted copy or 
into between the parties for a wireless tnterconnectton agreement (Staff HBICH) Any person wish1rig to comment on 

C98-024 I the parties' requecit for approval may do so by fihng wntten comments with the Comm1ss1on and tho parties to 
agreement no later than March 5 1998 Parties to tho agreement may file written responses to the comm 
than March 26, 1998 

CommNet Cellular Inc and Hanson Commurncauon!> I 
entered in to between tho parties for a wireless intorconn 

C98 025 I comment on the parties· request for approval may do so by f11,n 
to the agreement no later than t-Aarch 5 1998 Parties 10 the a 
later than March 26 1998 

TC98 ·026 

TC98 0 

C98-030 

TC98-03 

PAGE 2 OF 5 

02 06 98 

02 Oo " 

02 0 

Responses D 
03 05 98 

t !',0011!:, f'!:, o, ... 
03 05 98 

--~-
I 
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O? O!i 98 

0) 06 ~8 

02,Qlj 98 

0;' 0 

02 06 98 

.. 1,,•,r , ,•.t·~:..., .,,. 

03 

,. 

·, .. ., 
01 C 

-------, 

030 

.. !,po, ... l'\ ..Ju• 

0.305 98 

•,pon!>CS Du•• 
03 05,98 



CommNet Cellular, Inc. and McCook Cooperative Telephone Company submitted copy of tho contract entered into 
between the parties for a wireless interconnection agrrem ent (Statt: HB/CH) Any person wishing to comment on the 

TC98-032 I parties' request for approval may do so by tiUng wntten comments with the Commission and the par11es to the agreemen 
no later than March 5, 1998. Parties lo the agreement may file wntten responses to tho comments no later than March 
26, 1998. 

TC98-033 

TC98-034 

TC98-035 

TC98-036 

TC98-037 

TC98-038 

TC98-039 

TC9S.040 

CommNel Cellular . Inc. and Mldstale Telephone Company submrtted copy of tho contract ontorf'd into between the 
parties for a wireless interconnection agreement (Staff· HB/CH) Any person wishing to cornme111 on the par11os· 1equos1 
for approval may do so by fi ling wntten comments with the Comm1sSlon and the parties to the ngreemcnt no later than 
March 5 1998. Parties to the ar:ireement may file wrrtten responses to the comments no later than Mnrch 26 199S 

CommNel Cellular, Inc. and Mobridge Telecommunications Company submitted copy ol the contract entered into 
between tho parties for a wireless lnterconnocbon agreement (Staff HB/CH) Any person wishing to comment on the 
parties' request for approval m.iy do so by fifing wntten comments with the Commission and the parties to the agrooment 
no later than March 5, 1998. Parties to the agreement may file wntten responses to the comments no later than March 
26. 1998 

CommNel Cellular. Inc and RC Communlcabons, Inc submitted copy of the contrdcl entorod into between the parties 
for a wueless interconnection agreement (Staff HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on the par11es· request for 
approval may do so by tilu,g wntten comments With the ComllllSSIOn and the parties to the ogreemont no later than March 
5, 1998. Parties to the agreement may file wntten responses to the comments no later than Morch 26 1998 

CommNet Cellular. Inc and Roberts County Telephone Coopera!Ne Assoctabon submitted copy of the conttact onterOd 
into between the parties for a wireless interconnection agreement (Staff HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on 
the parties· request for approval may do so by filtng wntten comments with the Commission and 11 e parties to the 
agreement no later than March 5. 1998. Parties to the agreement may file wntten responses to tho comments no later 
than March 26, 1998. 

CommNet Cellular. Inc and Sanborn Telephone Company submitted copy ol the contract entered into between th 
partJeS for a VNOless interconnection agreement (Staff: HB/KC) Any person W1Shmg to comment on the port1es· request 
for approval may do so by filing wntten comments with the t;omm1SS1on and the parties to tho agreement no later than 
March 5. 1998 Parties to the agreement may file written responses to tho comments no later than Ma,ch 26. 1998 

CommNet Cellular, Inc. and SANCOM Inc. submitted copy of tho contract entered Into botween the parucs for a wirol 
Interconnection agreement. (Staff: HB/KC) Any pe~on wishing to comment on the parties· request for approval may 
do so by filing written comments with the Commission and tho parties to the agreement no later than March 5, 1998 
Parties to tho agreement may file written responses to the comments no later than March 26, 1998 

CommNet Cellular, Inc and Sioux Valley Tclophono Company submrtted copy of the contral.1 unlurod into ootween the 
par11es tor a wireless Interconnection agreement (Staff· HB/KC) Any person W1Shing to comment on the parties· request 
for approval may do so by filing written comments with the Commission and tho partles to tho agreement no later than 
March 5. 1998. Parties to the ar:ireement may file wntten responses to the comments no later than March 26 1998 
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TC98--041 

TC98-042 

CommNet Cellular. Inc. and Splrtrock Telecom Coop., Inc submitted copy of the contract entered into between the 
parties for a w,reless interconnec11on agreement (Staff HS/KC) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· request 
for approval may do so by fi ling wntten comments wrth the Comm1SS1on and the part1es to the agreement no later than 
March 5. 1998 Parnes to the agreement may file written resp0nses to the comments no later than March 26 1998 

CommNet Cellular. Inc and Stockholm-Strandburg Tolophono Company submitted copy of the contract entered into 
between the parties for a w11eless ,nterconnecbon agreement (Staff HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on lhCI 

TC98 043 I parties' request for approval may do so by filing written comments With the Commis:.1on and the parties to the agreement 
no later than March 5 1998 Parties lo the agreement may file wntten resp0nses lo the comments no later than March 
26. 1998 

C98 044 

C98-045 

TC98-046 

CommNel Cellular Inc and Union Telephone Company subrrntted copy of the contract entered into between the pan,es 
for a wueless interconnection agreement (Staff HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· requ 
approval may do so by filing written comments With tho CommlSSIOn and the parties to the agreement no later than 
5, 1998 Parties lo lhc agreement may file wntten resp0nses to the comments no later than I.larch 26 1998 

CommNol Cellular . Inc and Valley Cable & Satellite Communicabons. Inc submitted copy of the contract entered into 
between the parties for a wireless interconnecbon agreement (Staff HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on th 
parties· request for approval may do so by fihng wntten comments wrth the Comm,ss,on and the parties lo the agree men 
no later than March 5. 1998 Pal1les to the agreement may file written responses lo the comments no later than March 
6 . 1998 

CommNet Cellular Inc and Valley Telecommumcahons Coop Assn . Inc submitted copy of the contract entered into 
between the parties for a wueless interconnecllon agreement (Staff HBIKC) Any person W1Sh1ng lo comment on I 

C98-04 7 I pa mes· request for approval may do so by fihng written comments With the Commission and the parties to tt>e a 

TC98-048 

no later than March 5. 1998 Parties to the agreement may rile wnnen resp0nses to tho comments no later than 
26. 1998 

CommNet Cellular. Inc and Venture Communicallons. Inc submitted copy of the contrar:t entered into bc>twecn the 
partles for a v.,reless interconnection agreement (Staff HS/KC) Any person Wishing to comment on tho partJes· request 
for approval may do so by filing written comments With the Comm1ss1on and the part,es to the agreement no la ter 1han 
March 5, 1998 Parlles to the agreement may file wntten rosp0nses to lhe comments no later than f11larch 26 . 1998 

CommNet Cellular, Inc and VMan Telephone Company d/b/a Golden West Commun,catJons. Inc subm'"ed copy o 
the contract entered ,nlo between the parties lor a W1reless interconnecbon agreement (Stall HB/KC) Any person 

TC98-049 I W1Sh1ng to comment on the parties' request for approval may do so by filing written comments With tho Cornm1ss1on and 
the parties to the agreement no later than March 5, 1998 Parties to the agreement may file written resp0nses to th 
c2mment~JaterJhan March 26, 1998 
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CommNet Cellular, Inc. and West River Cooperative Telephone Company submitted copy of the contract entered mto 
between tho parties for a wireless interconnection agreement. (Staff: HB/KC) Any person wlshi11g to comment on the 

TC98-050 I parties' request for approval may do so by ftling written comments with the Commission and the parties lo the agreement 
no later than March S, 1998. Parties to the agreement me file wntten responses to the comments no later than March 
26, 1998. 

TC98-051 

TC98·0S2 

TC98-053 

CommNet Cellular , Inc. and Wast River Telecommunications Cooperative submitted copy of the contract entered mto 
between the parties for a wireless Interconnection agreement. (Staff: HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on the 
parties' request for awoval may do so by filing written comments with the Commission and the parties to the agreement 
no later than March 5, 1998. Parties to the agreement may tile wntten responses to the comments no later than March 
26, 1998. 

CommNet Cellular, Inc. and Western Telephone Company submrtted copy of the contract entered mto between the 
parties for a wireless lnterconnedion agreement. (Statf: HBIKC) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· request 
for approval may do so by fi ling written comments with ft\e Commission and the parties to the agreement no later than 
March 5, 1998. Parties to the agreement may tile written responses to the comments no later than March 261 1998 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Application by Satellink Paging, LLC for a Certlticate of Authority lo operate as a telecornmunlcallons company Within 
the state of South Dakota. (Staff: TS/KC) "Applicant Is a switch-based reseller which intends to offer 1 + direct dialing. 
800 toll free . travel card and outbound dialing as an adjunct to rts paging and voice mail services through the resale o 

leohone servfces orovided bv racilities· based interexchanae carri~ • 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY SOUTH ) 
DAKOTA INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COALITION FOR APPROVAL OF ) 
RECIPROCAL TRANSPORT AND ) 
TERMINA TlON AGREEMENTS BETWEEN ) 
COMMNET CELLULAR, INC. AND THE ) 
FOLLOWING TELECO MUNICA TIONS ) 
CO PANIES ) 

ACCENT COMMUNICA T10NS INC ) 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) 
TELEPHONE COMPA Y ) 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPAN 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

HANSON COMMU NICATIONS, C. OBA ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

HANSON COUNTY TELEPHO 'E COMPANY 

STAFF'S ANALYSIS AND 
RECOMMENDATION 

TC98-017 

TC98-018 

TC98-019 

TC91020 

TC98-0 1 

TC98-022 

TC98-023 

TC98-024 

TC98-025 

TC98-026 



HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, C. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPE TlVE, INC. ) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE COMPANY INC ) 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOBRIDGE 
CO PANY 

T LECOMMUNICATIONS 

) 

) 
) 

TC98-027 

TC98-028 

TC98-029 

TC98-030 

TC98-031 

TC98-032 

TC98-033 

TC98-034 

I have rev,e ed a document entitled "Reciprocal Transport and Termination 
Agreement" 1n each of he above re erenced ockets and off er the following colT'ments for 
the Co m1ss1on·s cons,deratton 

1 In each Agreement under the second section entitled "In erpretation and 
Construction," and ,n particular the second full paragraph on page 2 the parties agree 

that the rates br local t 
1n Exh1b1t A here o. 2;ar~~~uz.x.!d...la/.! 

Gene ally Sae Com ay reJect an Agreement under 47 USC 25 (e) 2) 
1f 1t ,s 1scr m1 a~ory or I cons,ste t I h the pubhc ,nteres However, the Act creates a 
question • hen at§ 252 'a)( ) 1t provides thal voluntary A reements are to be ntered 



thout regard to e s andards of § 251 {b) and ( c) Section 25 (b) ) establishes a duty 
o enter 1n o reaprocal compensation arrangements for transport and termination. 1 is 

q estionable e er his se s a s andard. 

Pncing standarc:s are thus se 1n 47 U S C 252(d)(2) which reads ,n pertinent part. 
as follows 

(2) CHARGES FOR TRANSPORT AND TERMINATION OF TRAFFIC -

(A) 

(1 ; such erms and cond1t1ons provide for the mutual and 
reciprocal recovery by each carrier of costs 
asSOC1a ed th the transport and termination on each 
earner's network faciht,es of calls hat originate on the 
ne or ac1h ,es of the other earner. and 

(1) such erms and cond1t1ons determine such costs on 
e basis of a reasonable app ox1mat1on o the 

a d1 10 al cos s o term,nat,ng such calls {Emphasis 
s olteo ) 

This section o ides a a Sta e Comm1ss1on. 1n approving an Agreement such as 
1 ,s one shall no co s,der s c Agreemen erms JUS and reasonable unless two 
co rt10 ; a e me se co d1 ions are ( ) hat there ,s a mutual and reciprocal reco ery 
of cos s a d (2) e cos s represen a "reasonable approx,mat,on" o add1t1onal erm,nating 
cos s 

The Agreemen ,n m opinion does no compl w, h this rov,s,o I does no 
rea e a ransport a d er mating cos s for ong1nat1ng calls agreed to in Exh1b1t A are. 
,n fact e tsed upon u al a d reaprocal ecovery of e cam er costs In f ac from t e 
language he oppos1 e ca be • tied en I sta es tha he rates are no based on 
"company spec, 1c cost a a .. 

Ac imposes a further condition ha the costs are a 
"reasonable ap o t a ion" o e add1t1onal cos s o terminating t e calls In o er ords 
there 1s no reo a ion at e cos s represen a "reasonable approx,ma 10 .. of erm,nattng 
cos s Subparagra (11) uld ee 1 o imply, at a m,nimt.m. tha his be rec, £:d and hat 
some repres n a 10n ::>e made o e Co 1ss1on on ho • e re so able a p ox1ma 1-:, 
1s e en , ed 

I poin I g : 1s o o the Co m,ss,on 
252, (2)(8 )(1) allO\· or eco ery of cos s rou 

e Ac a § 
rrangeme ts 



The Agreements at Section 8 partially employ a "credit" sys em or amounts due the local 
carrier from CommNet. There is an implication tha amounts would be due to the earner 
from CommNet over and above the "credits" Secondly, I submit Iha § 252(d)(2)(A) and 
§ 252(d)(2)(B) must be read together so the costing requirement would need to be me 1n 
any even -- so long as it does not preclude mutual reco ery of cos s The costing 
requirements 1n and of themselves would not preclude such arrange ents 

There 1s. however, a fundamental question that the Comrrnss,on should answer and 
that is whether it approves the Agreements on the discr1m1nahon and public interes 
standards only or whether additional costing recitations are necessary This po1n ,s raised 
because of what the undersigned attom y perceives to be a faaal amb1gu1ty in the Act and 
the desire to o inform the Commission. 

2 In Dockets TC98-028 and TC98--029. the earner 1s ITC Telecom and ITC. 
respectively Clarrf1cat1on is needed on those Agreements to show which ,s lntersta e 
Telecomm nicat1ons Cooperative, Inc . and which ,s Intrastate Telephone Company 

3 In Docket TC98-034, the Agreement between CommNet a Mobridge Telecom 
ere 1s no effective starting date This ,s cntical as under the prov1s1ons of Sec ,on 1 O he 

Agreement term and renewal date are dependent upon this spec, ,c rec,ta ,on 

Dated this ~/of~ day of Marcc21. J_ L 
Camren Hoseck 
Staff Attorney 
South Da ota Public U 1lit1es Commission 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. SD 57501 

CERTIFICATE OF SERV CE 

I h_reby certify tnat a copy of Staff Analysis and Recomme dat,on was served on 
he following by mailing the same to him by United States Post ORt{rrst Class Mail . 

postage thereon prepa . at the address shown below on t rs the day o March. 
998 

Richard D Cort 
Execut1 e Director 
SDITC 
P O Box 57 
Pierre. SO 57501 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES C MMISSION 
OF THE STATE F SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY SOUTH ) STAFF'S REPLY TO SDITC 
DAKOTA INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) RESPONSE 

COALITION FOR APPROVAL OF ) 
RECIPROC AL TRANSPORT AND ) 
TERMINATION AGREEMENTS BETWEEN ) 
COMMNET CELLULAR, INC. ANO THE ) 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 

COMPANIES ) 

ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS INC ) TC98-017 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

BAL TIC TELECO COOPERATIVE 

ERESFORD ~U ICIPAL TELEPHONE 

CO PAY 

BRIDGEWATER-CA ISTOTA INDEPE DENT ) 
TELEPHO ECO P Y ) 

EAST PLAI S TELECO , I C. 

FAITH U ICIPAL TELEPHO ECO PA Y 

GOLDE W S TE CO U ICA TIO S 
COOPERATIVE, I C 

HA SO 
ccoo 

ICA TIO S. I 'C OBA 

TC98-018 

TC98-019 

TC98~20 

TC98 -021 

TC98-022 

TC98-023 

TC98-024 

TC98 -025 



HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HEART NO COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

) 
) 

) 
) 

INTERSTATE TELECO MUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 

COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE COMPANY INC ) 
) 

W.CCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 

COMPANY 

!Or.TATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

) 

) 

) 

MOBRIDGE 
COMPANY 

T ELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
) 

TC98-026 

TC98-027 

TC98-028 

TC98-029 

TC98-030 

TC98..031 

TC98-032 

TC98-033 

TC98-034 

shes o re I o he le g v disco rse tied y SOI , C ,n res o se o S a s 

Anal sis and ecomme oa ion ,led ,n his matter Among the asse ,on 

ar e ollo 1ng 

"S aff has clear! 
_Cc. m1ss1 

sonc 



2 "According to Staff, all reciprocal compensation arrang ments, whether 
arbitrated or negotiated, CD.Y.fil be reviewed for purpose of determining 
compliance with the pricing standards set forth in section 252(d) of the Act," 
(emphasis mine), page 4, end of first paragraph under Section I. 

3 "SDITC wonders why Sta has at this time raised this new 'fundamental 
question' relating to the Act," page 8, second paragraph under Section II 

Firs Staff 1n its analysis merely raised the question of how various sections of the 

Federal Act interplay In other words, what is the relationship of § 252(e)(2) with § 

252(d)(2)? 

Second, Staffs questions were raised because the agreements tendered for 

approval by SDITC ~nta,ned specific language which Staff believed to create an issue 

1ch S aff wrestled th a . frankly, for which I found no spec1f1c solution Staff has not 

a en a pos1 ,on tha he agreemen s were inan ully drawn Ra her. the issue as pointed 

ou o e Co 111ss1on o I s consideration 

Third. SOI C a em s to d aw a com nson between the Ian uage 1n its agreement 

nd a •n he Oa o a Coo erat,ve - es em Wireless agreem Had t1e SDITC 

:o e more close! resembled e Da o a language S a s questioning o 1 

Id ha e been m, , •zed I 1s apparen ha e SOITC lar ua e con ains o re erence .. 
m ods are ase on 

a rpasona ec1on 

0 e cep 10!"\s ra,se ·e rd1n In 

Te ecom ni 10 s Co an es e Comni1ss1on 

C -028 C 

C -03 1rres ec I o SI n ' ' -



It 1s not uncommon for agreements to be 

signed on one ate bu have a drff erent start time Staff ma1nta1ns its os1 ion that thrs 

should be corrected 

CO CLUSION 

SOITC has overreacted o a q est1on raised by Staff Its language caused the 

problem Staff no ed and brought to he Comm1ss1on's attention Sta in doing its 

analysis v1s1ted wrth the Staff o ano her s ate an w, an FCC' at orney A clear solution 

w s not apparent Suffice ,t to say that this s,tua ,on has been handled by o her parties 

to tntercon ect,on agreements and hat t e um ue draftsmans ,p o he SOITC 

agreements poses a leg, ,ma e question for e Comm,ssron·s consrdera ion 

Da ed thrs 17 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSI N 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY SOUTH ) 
DAKOTA INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COALITION FOR APPROVAL OF ) 
RECIPROCAL TRANSPORT ANO ) 
TERMINATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN ) 
COMMNET CELLULAR, INC. ANO ) 
BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

ORDER APPROVING 
AGREEMENT 

TC98-020 

On February 6 1998 e Sou h Oa o a Public Ut1llt1es Comm1ss1on (Comm1ss1on) received 
a filing rom e Sou Oa ota lndependen Telep one Coalition (SOITC) seeking approval of a 
rec,p ocal rans;,ort and termmat10 agreemen etween Comm et Cellular. Inc and Beresford 

uniopal elephone Company pursuan o 47 USC §§ 252(a)( 1) and 252(e) 

On Februa 2 1998 the Commission electronically transmitted notice of this filing to 
in e es ed md1 ,duals and en 1 1es T e notice s ated that any person wishing to comment on the 
parties· request for appro al had untll arch 5. 1998, to do so Parties to the agreement had until 
March 26. 998 to le en responses to he comments Commission staff filed its analysis and 
ecommenda 10 on arch 24 1998 SDITC filed I s response on Apnl 14, 1998 Staffs rebuttal 
as 1led on Apnl 17. 998 

s d no teed Apnl 22 1998 m eting the Comm1ss1on considered whether to approve 
e nego ,a ed agreemen between Comm et Cellular and Be esford 

Co m,sslOn has iunsd ion o er his matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-31 , and the 
F~erat el ommu ,ca ,o s ct o 996 Upon re ,ew of the agreement, the Comm1ss1on found 

a as req ,red by 47 US § 252(e)(2)(A). the agreement does not d1scnminate against a 
e ecom nteattons earner no a party o t e agreemen nor 1s the ,mplementat,on or th, agreement 
incons,ste e p b1,c rn eres con en, nee. and neces I y It 1s therefore 

ORDERED e Comm,s ,on approves the ne hated 
gee e 

0a ed a erre So Da o a ,s _ -'_-I_ day o a 998 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

/, } 

l- {. ...p/ -31'-
JAMES A BURG. Chairman 

PCL~zl4n) 
IC C • S• .. 


