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- TC98-0l9 

Reciprocal Transport aod Termination Agr men t 

This Reciprocal Transpoi .and ~n~tion ~ecmcoJ. (the "Agrccmc ' is 
effective as of the _g <by ofc ,,..~ r . 199~ (the "Effective Oa1cJ . b and 
bctweeo CommNct Cellular, Inc. ("CommNef') with offic.cs at 8~o. a,st Crescent 
Parlcway, Room 400, µg]ewood, CO 10111 and ~c!!'°~L- ("Curia'") with 
offices at ..so/ .-5o-o,d' fr "'5~7h. S"'p ~.3 CornmNct and Carrier 
arc each individually a -Party' and arc togcthcr the 'i'arties" to this Agrcemen 

CommNet is licensed by the Fcdcra.J Communications Cora.mission ('FCC") a 
Commercial Mobile Radio Scmce Provider ("CMRS") provider Curicr and CommNct 
agree to exchange wircline to wireless and wirdcss to wireli.oe traffic for the benefit of 
the Parties. Ser.ices provided by Carrier to CommNct under this Agreement arc 
provided pursuant to mmNct's status as a CMRS provider. 

WHEREAS, the attics currently extend arrangements to one ano her allowing 
for the transport and tcnnioation of wircline to wireless a.nd wireless to wirel inc traffic 
o each other's networic facilities, bctwccn each other's subscribers; aod 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to put in p~ce an arrangement for the mutual 
cxchan e and reciprocal compensation ofloc.al telecommunicatioos traffic in accord ·th 
the Telecommunications Ad of 1996, which is intended to supersede any previous 
arrangements between the patties relating to traffic; 

NOW, THEREFORE. in consideration of the mutual provisions contained herein 
and other good and valuable considcn.tion, the receipt and sufficiency of which arc 
hereby aclcnowlcdged. CommNet and Carrier hereby agree as follows: 

1. SCOPE. This Agreement addresses the parties' reciprocal 
compensation obligations a.s described in§ 2Sl(bX5) of the Tclecorrununications 
Ad. of 1996 (the "Act"). By this Agreement. oei P waives any other rights 
it ma) have under the Aa. or rule of the FCC or of the Srate Public Uti lttic 
Commission ("Commission"). Such rights y include CommNct's right to 
request unbundled network clements and a review of Carrier's rural telephone 
company exemption provided for under§ 2Sl(f)(IXA) of the Act and Carrier 's 
right to scdc to maintain the rural exemption. 

2. [oterpretation and Construction. The terms and conditions of tlus 
Agr"ccmcot shall be subject to any and all appliwlc laws, rules. regulations 0 1 

guidelines that subsequently may be prescribed by any federal, state or l1Jcal 
government authority. To the extent required by any such subsequently 
prescribed law, c, regulation or guideline, the Panics agree to modify, in 
writing. the affected tcrra(s) and condition(s) of this Agrttment to bring them into 
compliance with such law, ruJc. regulation or guideline. 
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The Patties agree and understand that cert.a.in provisions in this A.gr ment 
arc b.ucd on the FCC's First Report and Order. In the Matter of rmolcmcnrnt jon 
o(thc Local Comoetjr jon Provisions ofth Telecommunications Act of 1996, cc 
Docket No. 96.98, rd. Aug 8, 996 ('"FCC I st Order) and the Second Repo,t 
and Order and Memorandum Opinion and Order, In the Mang of the 
Jmplcmc:ntatioo of th~ l.qcal Compgjtioo Provjsjons of the TcJewmmunicat jons 
Act of 1996, CC Dock.et No. 96-98, rel Aug. 8, 1996 ("FCC 2nd Order''). To the 
extent that ccn.ain of the rules contained in the FCC 1st Order and the FCC 2nd 
Order, or any othct" FCC Order ~opted to implement the Tdcc.ommunications 
Act of 1996, arc ultimately doc:mcd by the courts to be not cfii ave. this 
Agreement shall be modified to comport with the 6nz.l court decisions and 
subsequent FCC rules adopted to comply with the court's dCCtsions. 

The Parties further agree: and und.crstand that the: rates for local transport 
and tcnnination agreed to, as set forth in Exhibit A hereto. are not based on a 
specific costing methodology or company specific cost daa and that they may 
.1avc to be adjusted when an appropriate costing methodology consistent with § 
25 d)(2) of the Telecommunications Act is established and acrual co r 
informa1ion or an ccc:ptable cost proq which rcason.?bly reflects the: aetuaJ costs 
of providio e loa.J transport and termination SCJ'VlC.CS become ava1 able. 

The Parties enter into trus agreement without prejudice to any posit ion 
ey ma talc.e with respect to similar future agreements between the Parties or 

with rc:spcct to positfons they may 4 \ 'C: ta.ken previously. or ma take in the: 
fun.a.re in any lcgisLuivc, regulatory or other public forum addressing an maners 
including m4ttcrs related to the nrcs to be charged for tran.spon and u:nn.ination 
of toe.al traffic or the types of arrangements prescribed b ' this agreement. 

3 I "Act" means the mmuni~tions Act o 193 4 (4 7 'S.C I I C't . 

seq ~. as amended b the Tc c:c.ommunic.ations A of 1996, and a.s from 
nm to time intcrprered in the duly authorized and regulauons of the 
FCC or a Corruni ion ~; tun its state of jurisdi ion 

3 ~ or "Commcrci.1.l Mobile Radio crv1cc:"' 1s a.s defined in the: 
Commun.ie&tJo Act of 1934 a.s amended b the Tc cwmmuni ations Act 
of 1 

100" means uth D.uco<a Public Uti ltta Comm,s 10n 

3 4 • Local Calli Arca (LCA)" for purposes of t 1s me 1. 1 a 
gcogra.ph· a.rca defined b · the Major Trid·n Ar ·ttun which 
C mm1"et pro "des CMRS ~ where I I tnn.spon and ternund ;on 

rates ppl} as sei ort tn FCC st Order Md C I 70 I b "' ) 
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3 .5 1..oc.a.J Traffic .. for purposes o this Agrecmen means traffic wtuch 
originates aod tcnniM cs. ba.sed on the :on of the ~ · bscribcr 
and widlinc end user, within the sune CMRS LCA. 

3 6 "Major Trading Area ~-ITA) is a aru est.ab ubcd in Rand 
ally's Commerci.a.l A1la.s and wkc:ti Gwde .ind used by the FCC 

in defining CMRS liocosc boundaries for CMRS providc:t'S for purposes o f 
Sections 251 and 252 of Communi · At::t of 19 4 as amended. 

3. 7 "'Non-Local T rufic .. is the completion f intcrMT A ca.I $ bued on the 
lo:.at.ioo of the wireless subscriber and the land lioe eod user and the 
complc:tioa of th.al roaming traffic; as defined in FCC 1st Order. par 1043, 
to which switched a.cccss thatgcs arc applicable. 

3.8 "1tcciprocal Compcn.sation CrcdiC for purposes of this Agcc:ment 
and based oo current traffic trends is a. monc:tary credit for v..;rcl inc to 
wireless traffic which is originated by a landlinc sub "bcf of Carrier 
tc:nninatc:s to a subSQ1l>c:r of CommNc:t v.ithin the LCA Should traffic 
patterns cha.age so that mo~ wireless traffic is terminated by CommNe1 
tha.n Carrier with.in a presaiocd billing period, the rcciprocaJ 
compensation credits l be changed to rcllcct such difference. 

3.9 '"Transit Trufic .. is tnffic that originates from one rovider's 
network, transits another tclecommunicatioo earners netWOrk.. 
rubstautially unchanged, and taminatcs to yet another provider· s nctwo 

3 10 .. Wireless Tr.ffic" for purposes of this Agreement, mO"UlS aJI calls in 
cit.her direction between a user of CommNet's CMRS (where CommN r 
provides the wireless equivalent of dial tone to the user) and an end user 
se:vcd by Carrier. 

4. B,ctjprocal Traffic Exchanac. Each Patty shall rcciproally tcnninate 
wireless Joca1 tnffic originating on each other's network. .Reciprocal traffic 
exchange addresses the exclwige of v.irclcss traffic bctv.·een CommNet 
subsaibcrs and Carrier cod uscrs. Consistent with Carrier's cmrent rncticc with 
CoaunNct. either Party', wireless local traffic nuy be routed through an 
intermediary for interconnection with the other Party's system_ An such 
&nll8Cfflcnt may be modi cd by a separate egreemcnt if both Parties · sh to 
provide for two-way direct iDterconoc:ction. Reciprocal traffic; exchange per this 
.Agre&.mcnt covers only transport and tcnninatio services provided for CMRS 
carric:n only in assxution with CMRS servi . Other services, includiag any 
dfr'CCl Ulter'CollDoct &JTU1gcmeot established between the parties_ shall be covered 
by a separate contraa, tariff or pric:c list. Tbc transport and termination services 
provided beteundct a.re iateoded for wireless to wircli ne or wircline to · clcss, 
but not wircline to \V\!Clinc commuoications. Such services will nol be u o 
terminate other types of traffic oa Cania's nctwor1c (such as wircl inc originated 
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traffic), and scn;ces provided in ",olation hereof shaJI constiru c a breach of this 
Agreement. 1n addition to any othct remedies avail.ab! . the Party whose services 
have bc:cn impropcdy used s I be ent itled to recover the charges applic.ib le to 
such traffic for the entire period of misuse Any incidental service!. ( e.g . dir ory 
assistance. opcr.uor services, etc.) will be billed at the standard rates for those 
scniccs 

S. and on- . This Agreement is intended to address 
the transport and temuoatioo of loc:al wirele5.S traffic between the Patties. Local 
wi.rdcss tnffic is subjca to only the local trmspon an tc:rm.ination charge(s) set 
forth below and is not subject to switchc::d ac.cess charges. 'on-local traffic is 
subject to either intc:rsta.te Ot' intrasutc switched acc.c:ss charges. ~tuchevc.r is 
applicable 

Ancillary traffic wrucb includes wireless traffic that is destin\!d for 
ancillary services includin but not limited to, directory assistanc:e, 9 l l/E9 l 1, 
opcrat.or call termination (busy line interrupt and verify), 800/ 888, LIDB. and 
infon:na.tioo services requiring special billing "'ill be exchanged and char ed in 
c.corda.occ with the appropria.tc tariffs, lcx:aJ or sv.itchcd aCGCss. 

CommNct agrees that it shall not use th services provided by Carrier 
undCf' this agreement for the transport or terminat1on of non-local wireless traffic 
Any use of the sa-vi for non-local traffic sba.11 constitute a breach of this 
agree.ate.at a..od, with respect to such improper use, in addi ·oo to any other 
remedies available. urricr sba.Jl be caritled to reco\'et the charges appli cable to 
such traffic for the entire period of misuse 

For billing purposes., if c ·tbcr Patty is unable to classify on an automated 
a.sis the local wirdc:s.s traffic del ivered by ConunNet a.s intra.state or inter e. 

CommNet 'Will provide Curicr with a Pere.cot Inrern.a.te Use (PIU) facto . \Ao1lich 
represctrts the estimated i.ntc:rsta1c portion of in~IT A traffic deli ered b 
CommNet. The PIU factors · I be provided updated on an semi-annual b is to 
commence six (6) months after Commi ion approval o f thi Agreement. 

6 . rt and T enninari n Ra e ConunNet a.ad Carrk-r shall 
reciprocally and symmetrically compensate one another fo r ~ireless local raffic 
terminated to their cod users The ruc(s) for the tcnninati a and truruport of such 
traffic arc as set forth in Ex.hll>it A attached hereto Carner 'will be responsible for 
mcuuring the total monthly minutC$ of use tc:mun.atiog into ats nef"-·or from 
ConunNet's network. M cd usage begins when CommNet's mo bil 
switching office i.s si ed by the tenninating end office that the call has been 
answered. Mca.surcd usage cods upon ,cc.ognitioo the mobile switching o fticc 
of di.scon.oc:c:tion by the earlier of the Carrier' omcr or the disconnection 
signal from the tcnnjn.ating end offic.c. Carrier will only chJ.rge Comm ct for 
actual minutes of use and/or fncti ns hereof of completed calls Minut s o f use 



~;11 be aggregated at the end of the bill ins cycle and rounded to the nC.l! t whole 
minute. 

7. c For transiting loc:.al 1rafiic, the app cable local 
transit rate applies to the originating Party per Exhibit A anached. For uansitin 
non-loa.1 traffic the Parties will charge the applicable switched ac:ccs.s ra.les o the 
responsible carrier. 

8. Reciprocal Compensation Credit. The monthly minut of use 
tenn.inated into CommNd's n ork from Carrier's net'-1,ork for purposes of th is 
Agreement.. which wi I detcnnioe the reciprocal compensation credit due 
Comm.).Jct. will be calOJl3.ted using the formula set forth in Exhibit A. 

The resulting number shall be multiplied by the Ioctl transport and 
tero:wmion rate to determine the monthly reciprocal co pellS.1tion acdit The 
reciprocal cornpen.sa:tioo credit for the local transport and tcmu ·oo "'ill appc.3.I 
on the monthly bill as a acdit 3gain.st the amounts d e and pay3blc from 
CommNd to Carrier. 

9. Billing and Collcgin$ Fees. CommNc:t "'ill only bear the ponion o 
billing and collecting fees that are a.~atcd with v.mles.s traffic transport and 
tcmunatioo to its subscribers. This will apply to billing and collection costs 
inc:urrcd by the Carrier directly or indirectly. For the purpose of this agreement, 
CommNct will bear cost for billing and coUcctioo services in order for the Carrier 
to render an accurate biH io an amount not to cxc.ccd the percentage used to 
ca.lculate the reciprocal compens.3.t.ioo ac:dit to CommNet per Exhibit A of the 
tocal direct or iod.ired billing and collection costs inOJJTc:d by the Carrier Bul in 
and collection arrangements entered into by Comm ct or the Carrier "rith any 
intermediaries · be addressed separately a.ad arc not a part of the Agreement . 

10. Subject to the terminatioa provisions contained 10 thi 
Agreement. the term of this Agreement shall be one (I) year from the cffecti c 
date and shall continue io effect for consecutive one {1) year terms unt il either 
Party gives the other Party at least sixty (60) days written notice of termination. 
which tcnninatioo shall be eff cctivc at the end of the notice period 

11. Tcmtinatjon Upon Defaajj. Either Pany may terminate 1his 
Agrc:ancm in whole or in part in the event of def81Jlt by the other Party, 
provided, hoW'CVCf, thal the non-defaulting Party notifies the defaulung Party in 
vmting of the alleged def.a.ult and that the defaulting Puty does not cure the 
alleged default within thiny (JO) calcodar days of rcc.cipt wrinen notice hereof 

12. Liability Upon Tcrmjnat joo cmunation of this Agreement. or any 
part her-co( for any cause s not release either Party from any Ii biliry which at 
the time of termination already c.crued to the o er Part or which thereafter 
acau~ in any respect for any ac::t or omission occurrin prior to the terminat ion 



rebting o an obligat ion which is expressly st.a cd in s A ecment TI1e Parties· 
oblisatJons under this Agreement which by their nature a.re intended 10 continue: 
beyond the termination or expiration of thi s Af:7e cnl shall survive the 
tcnn.ination oft.his Agreement. 

13 . Patti Each Party 1s ponsible to 
provide filci litics within its network which arc necessary for routin and 
terminating traffic from the otha" Party's network. 

14. c i Notwithstandi ng anything to 
the contrary contained herein. this Agreement shall be bindin upon and inure: to 
the benefit of the Parties bcre:to, and their suc.ccssors and a.s.signecs . 

l S. Force Maj cure, Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure 
in pcrf ormancc of any patt of this Agrcc:mcnt from any cause beyond its co ~ 

including. without limitation. acts of nature, acts of civil or military authorit ·• 
government regulations. embargoes. epidemics., terro rist &ca. riou, insurrections, 
fires, explosions. earthquakes. nuclear accidents., Oood power blackouts, other 
mAjor ca\ironmcntal di.sturbances or unusually se er ~·e:ither condition 
(collectively, a .. Force Majcurc Event"). 

16. No Dw:d Party Bcneficjarjg Thi! Agreement does not provide and 
shall not be c.onstrued to provide third patties with any rcmed , claim, liabilit . 
rcimburscmeru.. QW.SC of action, or other privilege. 

17. Notices Notices given by ooc Party to the thcr Party under this 
Agreement s.ba.ll be in writing to the addresses of the Patties set forth above and 
shall be (i) dclivcted pcnona.lly; (ii) delivered by express de.livery service, (iii) 
mailed. catificd mail or first c .S. mail postage prepaid, return rc:ccipt 
requested; or (iv) delivered by tclocopy. 

18. Governing yw. For all claims under this Agreement th.at are based 
upeo is.sues within the jurisdiction of the FCC, the Parties agree that remed ies for 

ch claim! shall be governed by the FCC and the Communications Act of 1934, 
as amended. For a1J cl&.ims under this Agreement that arc based upo n issues 
within the jwi.sdictioa of the State Public Utilities Commission. the parties agree 
that the jurisdi ioa for all such claims shall be with such Commission. and the 
remedy for such claims sbaJl be as provided for by such Commiss ion. In all other 
rcspccu, this Agreement shall be govcrnc:d by the domest ic laws of the state of 
South Dalcot.t without rcfcrcoc.c to conflict of law provisions 

6 



19. 5Dtjre Agreement.. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement 
between the Parties and supersedes all prior oral or written agreements. 
rcprcsc:otations, st.atemcnt. negotiations, understandings. proposals and 

undertakings with rupcct to the subject matter hereof. 

IN ~s WHEREOF. t patties bcrctO have caused this 
executed this _K day of btc CC' c J 199.)_. 

~cement to be 

CommNc:t CcUular. Lnc. 

7 



"F.xhibit A" 

Page 1 

ILEC &change Lines MOU Rate 

Accent Communications ,an $0.030 

AmlOUf' lndepe.nd T eJephone Co. 675 $0.0-40 

Ba tic T efecom 1.(8'3 $0.035 

Beresford MunidpaJ Tetephone 1199 $0.035 

Sridgewater-<:.ani:sota Independent 935 $0.035 

BrooltinOS Municipal Tefephone 1•.•21 S0.030 

Cheyenne River Sioux Ttibe Tel. 2S68 $0,Q~Q 

F Munici Telephone ~59 SO.OS3 

Fort Randa Telephone 4132 S0.030 

Golden West Telea:,mmunlcations Coop. 13,812 $0.030 

Golden West Communications of s.o. 8962 $0.030 

n Communications. lnc.. 865 $0.0-40 

Hanson County Tefeph<>ne company 512 $0.040 

Heartland COffll nutuCltions. Inc. 1540 $0.030 

I ersta e Tetec:ommunkations Coop. 8943 $0.030 

Intrastate Telephone Company, Inc. 6.(07 $0.030 

J mesV Coop. Telephone 2083 $0.030 

J ffer.;on T phone Company 551 $0.040 

Kadolca T phon Company S.C2 $0.0-40 

Kennd>ec Telephone Cotnpany, Inc. n9 $0.0<40 

McCoo Cooperat}ve T 739 S0.040 

Midstate Telephone Company 2804 $0.030 

Mobridge Te ec:ommu Company 2457 $0.030 

M Rush.none Telephone Company 502 $0.0.(0 

Roberts County TeJephoM Coop. AssoC. .(85 $0.053 

- Communications 1506 $0.030 

Sanborn Telephon Coope,. 2439 $0.030 

Sanc:om. t c. 2.(30 $0.030 

Sioux V ley Tete one Company 52.(7 $0.030 

Splltnx:k Properties, Inc. 1576 S0.030 

Sp(rtrock Telecom Cooperative. Inc.. 39CU $0.030 

State Une Telecommunications. Inc. 229' S0.030 

olm-strandburg T dephone 713 $0.040 

ully Buttes T ephone Cooperative 40n $0.030 

Tri-County T ecom. Inc. .(37 $0.053 

Union Telephone Company 14 9 $0.035 

vaney Cable & Satellite Commun c.a ons 1S80 $0.030 

Valley Telecommunications Coop. A.ssoe. 2019 $0.030 

Venture Communications, Inc:. 6791 $0.030 

Vlvi4n Telephone Company 114 S0.053 

West River Coop. Telephnne Company 1538 S0.030 

West River Teleoommunlcations Coop. 645 $0.040 

W~em Telephone Company 1086 S0.035 

~ ---/7~-f 
,£A57 _µC 

~~/ i.J5 
g:,c' H • tJ 



-TRANSIT TRAFFIC MTE 

"Exhibit A"' 
Pagc 2 

{Per MOU per route mile) SO.OOOS 

- RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION CREDIT - CALCULATION 

Multiply the total monthly local minutes of use of wireless traffic 
delivered from CommNc:t's nctWorlc for termination i.Dro eamcr·s 
network by a factor of 0.17. 

TOTFl.. P . 



~outh D,1ko t.i TELECO M ICATI S SER\' ICE PILI 
These 1.re the lth!conwnunie1lion1 service fi11ng1 th.rt the COf1Yl'llumn hu rece ived for the pe11od or 

02/06/98 through 

Public L'uhucs Comm1ss1on 
St:itc C1p11ol 500 E. Clp1tol 

Pierre, SD 5750 1-5070 
Phone· (605) 77.3-370'i 

F.uc· ((,O'i) T'3-3809 
II you need I complete copy ol I filing rued, overn'9ht eap1essed. 01 mailed to you, pleue cont.act Del.tine Kolbo w1th111 rive days 0 111111 llllng 

DOCKET 
NUMBER TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

NEGOTIATED INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT FILED ------------

TC98-0 17 

CommNet Cellular Inc and Accent Commumcabons Inc submrtted copy of the contract ente,od into between the p 
for a w,reloss in1erconnecilon agreement (Staff HB/CH) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· roqu 
approval may do so by filing wntten comments With the CommlSSIOn and tho parties to tho agreement no later than 
5 1998 Parties to tho agreement may fi le written respanses to the comments no later than March 26 1998 

CommNel Cellular Inc and A1mour Independent Telephone Company subrrntted copy of the contract entoreel into 
between the par1Jes for a w,reless mterconnecbon agreement (Stall HBICH) Any poison wishing to comment on th 

TC98-018 I parties· request for approval may do so by fihng wntton comments wrth tho Cornm,ss,on and tho parties to tho agroomont 
no later than March 5. 1998 Parties to tho agreement may file wntten responses to the comments no later than March 
26. 1998 

TCH-019 

C98-020 

CommNet Cellula1 , Inc and 801oslord Mun1c1pal Tolophono Company submitted copy o 
between tho par1JOS for a w,reloss 1ntorconnection agreement (Stoll HB/CH) Any person 
parties' roqu~ for approval may do so by ftltng wntton comments with tho Commission and th 
no later than March 5, 1998 Portios lo the ogrocmont may Mo wrttten, 
26. 1998 

CommNet Cellular . Inc and Brtdgowotor-Canrstota lndopondont Tolcphono Company subm11tod copy o 
on terod ,nto between tho parties for a wiroloss 1n1orconnoct1on ogroomont (Stall HB/CH) Any ptjrson wi1,t11ng I'> 

TC~S-021 I comment cm th~ parties· request for approval may do i;o by filing written comments with the Comm,ss,on anti tho part1os 
to tho agreement no later than March 5. 1998 PartJOs to the agreement may hie written respansos to the cornmonts no 
later then March 26, 1998 

DATE 
ILEO 

02106198 

02106'98 

02 0698 

02 061<)8 

0 8 

INTERVENTION 
DEADUNE 

R 

Due 
8 

C 

Response!"> D 
0310598 

Rc"I n-. 
03105 

-l,t• 

l~t·~1JOn,cs Du 
03105 98 

TC98.-022 1\,11 u ..-.11-g,v~~ IIIIUl\,oVIUIU""·U\o#JI uv1u,g111u ,,, ,._.,,u,, ',..,., "'. '/ ,..,,,, ,-n.;' ' ~'"''' - ·~'"''ti '"' \,,Vllltll1,;illl\ VII Hl'l,,J t,IUIU\1~ t"'1'4U"1--'I '"'' 021061!,8 ,~ t·~p(~'l')C~ J~ 
approval may do so by ftl1ng wntton comments With the CommlSSIOfl and the partJos to the agreement no late, than Ma: ::h 0.)105198 I 
5 1 P h a fi h n n lat r h n Mar h 1 __ ._ ____ __J 
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TC98-023 

C98-024 

CommNet Cellular, Inc and Faith Municipal Telephone Company submrned copy o 
the parties for a wireless interconnection agreement (Staff HBICH) Any person 
request for approval may do so by fihng wrrtten comments With the Comm1ss1on and the pdrt1es to 
than March 5 1998 Parnes to the OQreement may fife wntten resPonses to the commen ts no la 

·-· · .. ...... _ .. -- ----

02 0 8 

02 0 

Inc dtbla · --

TC98 025 02 Q(l (}O 

TC98 026 02 06 98 

C98 ·027 I ~':~~ ~~-·-~. ·~~'~'.""::' ,~,~~~'"°.u;::~~-'"""':'_'.:..~!'~1:'~~·~ -~::'H,u:L ·-~~'~' ~~-~·~~~J~~: ~·::'~'"ti_'.':'_ ~':·~·::_·~•n U" HtY ..,u, u~~ " ~"4u~ .-,1 I 02 06,98 i 

TC98-028 I parties' request for approval may do so by fillng wntten comments Wlth th<' Commu,s,011 ,ind the p,1rt10!> to the ag1ecment I 02 "06 98 I 

C98 029 ( ~~, :~~ ~~_' _ _:'1 ·~·~'"_7:: '~ '~"~~";::~"-'""~-·-::~!' '"°~,~~~'~ -~::''v~:L ·.~~';..' ~'_ r: ~~ ~~J~t~ _: •::~ "'~~ .'.~- ~ ':'~ ·:~·~·" ~,~ :·-~~ _ ~~:' ' _"'--~ 

1 

~,4u'i n ( 02t069R I 

and Jamos Valley Cooperative Tolcphono Company subrn,ttcd cony of the contra ct l'lllcrcd mto I I 

TC98-030 I paroes· reQuesl for opptoval may do so by fihng wntten comments w,th tho Comm1ss1on and the partms to the agrooml•nt I 02,06 98 I 

TC98-031 I "'"°_..,u,u
6
..,-, ,v, u ,.. ,:'"''"'""'""_.''" "'':::''~;.'•""'uv,, '"'~'" '-'' ' '"'" ~-,u~' • .._' ':::'"''I_,.....,,,,, "'""'-';'~ "" '.,;,11 11"'•-~ '"" vv~" '' 'lroo " ' ""'' "'"' t,,u:v""-,o f 02/C( 9P I 
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·',pOll!,t~ ·, D,,\.' 
0 > 0' ' 

•s i•o P'>l", Out• 
03 05 ~8 

1•sr 1n"<", Ou•• 
03 05 ~8 

RespO'lSf.:5 Ul,t: 
03105•98 

I 

l 
I _, 

I' \;~ ..,'-'" ..JI,;.) L#' if\ I 03 05 9d 
I 

Responses Du• I 
OJ 0598 

__ J 

I 
Respon~ 

OJ 0 



TC98.032 

TC98-033 

TC98-034 

TC96-035 

r C98-036 

TC98-037 

TC98 038 

TC96 039 

TC98--0'40 

CommNot Cellular, Inc and McCook Cooperative Telephone Company submitted copy of the contract entered into 
between the parties for a wireless Interconnection ogreement. (Staff· HB/CH) Any person wishing to comment on the 
parties' request for approval may do so by Nlng wnuon comments with tho Commission and the parties to the agreement 
no later than March 5. 1998. Parties to the agreement may file written responses to the comments no later than March 
26. 1998 

CommNet Cellular . Inc and Midstate Telephone Company submitted copy of the contract entered into between tho 
pattios for a ~voless lnterconnoction agreement (Staff HBICH) Arly person wishing to comment on the parties' request 
for app(oval may do so by fil ing wntten comments with the Commission and the piutJes to the agreement no later than 
March 5. 1998. Parties to the agreement may file written responses to the comments no later than March 26, 1998 

CommNol Cellular , Inc and Mobridge Telecommunications Company submitted copy of the contract entered into 
between the pat1ies for a wireless Interconnection agreement (Statt HB/CH) Any person wishing to comment on the 
pat1les' request for app,oval may do so by filing wntten comments with the Commission and the pa roes to the agreement 
no lator than March 5, 1998 Parties to the agreement may file wntton responses to the comments no later than March 
26 1996 

CommNet Cellular, Inc and RC Communications. Inc submitted copy or tho contract entered into between the partaos 
or a wireless Interconnection agreement (Stall HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· request ror 

app,oval may do so by filing wntton comments with the Commassion and the parties to the agreement no later than M11rch 
5, 1998 Parties to tho agreement may file written responses to the comments no later than March 26. 1998 

CommNet Cellular. Inc and Roberts County Telephone CooperalNo AssocaatJon submitted copy of the contract entered 
into between the parties for a wireless interconnection agreement (Staff HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on 
the parties· request for approval may do so by fihng wntten comments with tho Comm1ss1on and the parties to the 
agreement no later than March 5. 1998 Parties to the agreement may file wntten responses to tho comments no later 
han March 26. 1998 

CommNet Cellular . Inc and Sanborn Telephone Company submrttod copy of the contract entered into between the 
partes for a w,reless 1nlerconnect>on agreement (Statt HBIKC) Arly person wishing to comment on the parties' request 
for app,oval may do so by fihng wntten comments with the Comm1sSi0n and tho parties to the agreement no later than 
March 5, 1996 Parties to the ogreemenl may file wntten responses to tho comments no later than March 26. 1998 

CommNet Cellular, Inc and SANCOM Inc submrttod copy of the contract entered into between the parties for a wireless 
anterconnectJon agreement (Staff HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· request for approval may 
do so by fihng wntton comments with the Commtsslon and the parties to the agreement no later lhon March 5, 1998 
Parties to I.he aQroemont may fi le wntten responses to the comments no later than March 26. 1998 

CommNot Cellular. Inc. and Sioux Volley T elophono Company submitted copy of tho controct entered tnto between tho 
pa~ for a w,roless interconnection agreement (Staff HBIKC) Arly person wishing to comment on the parties' request 
for epp,oval may do so by fihng wmten comments With the Commtssaon and tho parties to the agreement no later than 
March 5, 1998 Parties to tho agreement may file wntten responses lo lhl ::omments no later than March 26 1 1998 

CommNel Cellular, Inc. and Splrtrock Properties, Inc submrttt,d copy of the contract entered into between the parties 
for a wireless interconnection agreement. (Staff: HB/KC) Arly person wishing to comment on the parties· request for 
af>P(oval may do so by filing written comments With the Commlssion and the parties to the agreement no later than March 

1998. Partle:1 to the aareoment mav fi le written resoonse:s to the -,m,,,ents no later than March 26 . 1 
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02/06,98 

02/06198 

02106 98 

02106/98 

02/06,98 

02106/98 

02/06 98 

0.lJOE/98 

02106/98 

Responses Duo 
03105/98 

Responses Due 
03/05/98 

osµonscs Due I 
03105/98 

Responses Due ~ 
03105/98 

---
csponses Out! 

03/05198 

Responses Due 
03105198 

Responses OJ•' 
03105/98 

Responses Due I 
03,05,98~ 

Response!> "'ue I 
03 '05198 



TC98-041 

TC98-042 

CommNet Cellular, Inc and Sphtrock Telecom Coop . Inc submrtted copy of the contract entered into between the 
parties for a wireless mterconned>On agreement (Staff. HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· request 
for approval may do so by fihng written comments with the Comm1SS1on and the parties to the agreement no later than 
March 5, 1998 Parties to the agreement may file wntten responses to the comments no later than March 26. 1998 

CommNet Cellu lar . Inc and Stockholm-Strandburg Telephone Company submitted copy of the contract entered mto 
between the parties for a wireless interconnecbon agr eement (Staff HB1KC) Any person wishing to comment on tht! 

TC98-043 I parties· request for approval may do so by fihng wrrtten comments with the Commrss1011 and the parties to the agr 
no later than March 5. 1998 Parties to the agreement may file w11tten responses to the comments no later than 
26. 1998 

TC98-044 

TC98-045 

TC98-046 

TC98-047 

TC98-048 

TC96-049 

CornmNet Cellular , Inc and Un10n Telephone Company submitted copy of the c-ontrricl entered into between 
or a wueless mterconnectJon agreement (Staff HB/l<C) Any person wishing to comment on the parties· roqu 

approval may do so by filing wrrtten comments with the Comm1SS10n and me parties to the agrnoment no 1.iter than 
5, 1998 Parties to tho agreement may file wntton responses to tho comments no later than March 26 1998 

CommNet Cellular. Inc and Valley Cable & Satellite Communications. Inc submitted copy of tho contract entered rn to 
between the parties for a wireless interconnecbon agreement (Staff HB/l<C) Any person wishing to comment on the 
parties· request for approval may do so by filing written comments with the Comm1ssron and the parties to the agreement 
no later than March 5, 1998. Parties to the agreement may file written responses to tho com ments no later 111an March 
26. 1998 

CommNet Cellular. Inc and Valley Telecommunicabons Coop Assn . Inc submitted copy of the contract entered rn to 
between the parties for a Wireless interconnection agreement (Staff HB/l<C) Any person wishing to comment on th 
par1les' requost for approval may do so by fihng wntten comments with the Commrss1on and lho parties to the agreement 
no later than March 5. 1998 Parties to the agreement may file wntten responses to tho comments no later than 
26 , 1998 

CommNet Cellular. Inc and Venture Commun1callons. Inc submitted copy of the contract entored rn to between tho 
part>es for a wireless interconnection agreement (Staff HB/KC) Arly ~rson wishmg to comment on tho parties· requcs 
for approval may do so by filing written comments with the Commission and the parties to tho agreement no later than 
March 5. 1996 Parties to the agreement may file written responses to the comments no later than March 26, l 998 

CommNet Cellular. Inc. and Vivian Telephone Company d/b/a Golden West CommunrcatJons Inc submitted copy o 
the contract entered into between the parties for a wireless inlorconnecbon agreement (Stall HB/l<C) Any person 
wishing to comment on the partes' request for approval may do so by filing written comments with tho Comm1ss1on and 
the parties to the agreement no later than March 5, 1998 Parties to the agreement may file wntten responses to the 

nts no later than March 26.1 
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Re::.ponse . 1• • 

02106198 03105/98 

02,06 98 

02 06 98 
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02 06198 
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02/06/9 

c, pon.,,,._ 1} 1 

(13 05 ~!:, 
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03 05 98 
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03105198 
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TC98~050 

TC98-051 

TC98-052 

CommNet Cellular, Inc. and West River Cooperative Telephone Company submitted copy of the contract entered into 
between the par1ies for a wireless interconnection agreement.. (Staff: HB/KC) Any person wishing lo comment on the 

rties' request for approval may do IO by filing written comments with the Commission and the parties to the agreement 
no later than March 5, 1998. Parties to the agreement may file wdtten responses to the comments no later than March 
26, 1998. 

CommNet Cellular, Inc. and West River Telecommunications CooperatJve submitted copy of the contract entered into 
between the parties for a wireless Interconnection agreement. (Staff: HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on the 
parties' request for approval may do so by ffling written comments with the Commission and the parties to the agreement 
no later than March 5, 1998. Parties lo the agreement may file written responses to the comments no later than Marc.h 
26, 1998. 

CommNet Cellular. Inc. and West.ern Telephone Company submitted copy of the contract entered Into between the 
parties for a vkeless Interconnection agreement (Staff: HB/KC) Any person wishing to comment on the parties' request 
for approval may do so by filing written comments with the Commission and the parties to the agreement no later than 
March 5, 1998. Parties lo the agreement may file written responses to the comments no later than March 261 1998 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE Q.F AUTHORITY 

Application by Satellink Paging, LLC for a Certificate of Authority to operate as a telecommumcatJons company within 

02/06!98 

02/06/98 

02/06198 

Responses Du 
03/05198 

Responsl!s Due 
03/0S'98 

Res;>onses Du 
03/05198 

TCe~OSJ I the state of South Dakota . (Staff: TS/KC) ·Applicant Is a switch-based reseller which intends to offer 1 + direct d1ahng, 01109198 0212~ 198 800 toll free, travel card and outbound dialing as an adjunct to its paging and voice mail services through the resale of 
tele hone servic rovided faclliti b sed I r han carrle • 

lmpo,t•nt NOllce. The Com compo&,ng • ldl ol ,ntorNII addtHMa W you have an internet iaddteu plNM U,e eomm,.-, 11y E _,,,.,c.ng ,110 ~••:• Ml u, f aa 1n,g the ,Jd,n, I(" . , 
Commlulon al ~ 773--3&09 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY SOUTH ) 
DAKOTA I DEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COALITION FOR APPROVAL OF ) 
RECIPROCAL TRANSPORT AND ) 
TERMINATION AGREEMENTS BETWEEN ) 
C MMNET CELLULAR. INC. ANO THE ) 
FOLLOWING ELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COMPANIES ) 

ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS INC ) 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS, INC. OBA 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STAFF'S ANALYSIS AND 
RECOMME DATION 

TC98-017 

TC98-018 

TC98-019 

TC98-020 

TC98-021 

TC98-022 

TC98-023 

TC98-024 

TC98-025 

TC98-026 



HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE CO PANY ) 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE COMPANY INC ) 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOBRIDGE 
COMPANY 

TELECOM UNICATIONS ) 
) 

TC98-027 

TC98-028 

TC98-029 

TC98-030 

TC98-031 

TC98-032 

TC98-034 

I have reviewed a document entitled "Reciprocal Transport and Term1nat1on 
Agreement" 1n each of the above referenced dockets and otter the followin comments for 
the Commission's cons,dera ,on 

1 In each Agreement under the second section entitled "Interpretation and 
Construction," and in particular the second fu ll paragraph on page 2. the part ies agree 

that t e rates for local transport and termination agreed to, as set forth 
in Exh1b1t A here o. a specrf1c costing methodology or 
~ ru2s!ID'..~ ~~~lJ2.2Lta and that they l..!..!.l:!ai,J...Ll~<....Uji~~~ ~~= 
appropriate costing me hodology cons1s e 
T elecomm n1cat1ons Act ,s es abhsl"led ar 

1 I re I 
prov1d1 he local transport and termination serv,ces 
{Emphasis mine } 

Generally, S a e Comm1ss1ons ay re1ect an Agreem n u de 47 U S C 2 2(e1( , 

1 ,t 1s d1scnm1na or er ,11cons1stent with t e p bhc 1nteres r e Ac ere es a 
uest1on en at § 52(a }{1) 1 p~ov,de tha volunta A •eemen s are o be en e,.e 



HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE CO PANY ) 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE COMPANY INC ) 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOBRIDGE 
COMPANY 

TELECOM UNICATIONS ) 
) 

TC98-027 

TC98-028 

TC98-029 

TC98-030 

TC98-031 

TC98-032 

TC98-034 

I have reviewed a document entitled "Reciprocal Transport and Term1nat1on 
Agreement" 1n each of the above referenced dockets and otter the followin comments for 
the Commission's cons,dera ,on 

1 In each Agreement under the second section entitled "Interpretation and 
Construction," and in particular the second fu ll paragraph on page 2. the part ies agree 

that t e rates for local transport and termination agreed to, as set forth 
in Exh1b1t A here o. a specrf1c costing methodology or 
~ ru2s!ID'..~ ~~~lJ2.2Lta and that they l..!..!.l:!ai,J...Ll~<....Uji~~~ ~~= 
appropriate costing me hodology cons1s e 
T elecomm n1cat1ons Act ,s es abhsl"led ar 

1 I re I 
prov1d1 he local transport and termination serv,ces 
{Emphasis mine } 

Generally, S a e Comm1ss1ons ay re1ect an Agreem n u de 47 U S C 2 2(e1( , 

1 ,t 1s d1scnm1na or er ,11cons1stent with t e p bhc 1nteres r e Ac ere es a 
uest1on en at § 52(a }{1) 1 p~ov,de tha volunta A •eemen s are o be en e,.e 



wrthout regard to the s andards o § 251(b) and (c) Section 251 ( )(5) establishes a duty 
to enter , o reoprocal compensation arrangemen s for transport and ermmation. ,t ,s 
quest10 able whe her his se s a standard 

Pncmg standards are hus se 1n 47 USC 252(d)(2) which reads ,n pertmen part. 
as follows 

(2) CHARGES FOR TRANSPORT AND TERMINATION OF TRAFFIC -

( ) IN GENERAL - For the purposes of compliance b an 
incum ent local exchange earner withs ,on 251 (b)(S), a 
Sta e comm,ss,on ~ldlLI=...)O~U!ll<:J....il..llle..:ll<.Ll.1.t"'-..11!1..~IIX.L=== 

r 
unless--

(1) such terms and cond1 ions provide for he mutual and 
reciprocal recovery by each carrier of costs 
associated wrth he ransport and ermmat1on on each 
earner's network aciht1es o calls hat originate on the 
network fac,li ,es of the o her earner. and 

(11) such ter s and cond1t1ons determine such costs on 
he basis of a reasonable approximation of the 

add1 1onal costs of terminating such calls (Emphasis 
supplied ) 

This section pro I es that a State Comm1ss1on 1n approving an Agreemen such as 
1s one. shall no consider such Agreement erms 1ust and reasona le nless 

cond1 ,ons are e Those cond1t1ons are ( ) a ere ,s a mutual and reciprocal recove 
o cos sand (2) e cos s re e nt a "reasonable ap ro 1mat1on" o add• 10 al e m,na mg 
cos s 

ederal Act imposes a er cond, ,on ha e cos s are a 
"reasona le ap o 1ma ion" o e add1t1onal cos s o erm,nallng he calls In o her words 
t ere ,s no rec, a ,on at he costs reprnsen a "reasonable appro I a ,o " or term1nat1n 
co .s Sut>paragra h (11 ) ould seem to imply a a m1nimu tha his be recited and tha 
some representa on be ade o e Co m1ss1on o o·: reaso able ap r :mat1on 
1 de erm1n 

In 01n11 g 
?52(d)(2){8 (1) al10 

,s ou o e Co 1 

fur reco ery cos s I vu h waive an 
e Ac a 

ar a cmen 



The Agreements at Section 8 partially employ a "credit" system for amounts due the local 
carrier from CommNet. There is an 1mplicat1on that amounts would be due o the earner 
from CommNet over and above the "credits" Secondly, I submit that§ 25 (d)(2)(A) and 
§ 252(d)(2)(B) must be read together so the costing requ1remen would need to be met in 
any event -- so long as 1t does not preclude mu ual recovery of costs The costing 
requirements in and of themselves would not preclude such arrangements 

There 1s, howe er, a fundamental question that the Comm1ss1on should answer and 
that is whe her ,t approves the Agreements on the discrimination and publtc 1nteres 
sta dard! only or whether additional costing reatations are necessary This poin 1s raised 
because of what the undersigned attorney perceives to be a facial amb1gu1ty in the Act and 
the desire to so inform the Commission 

2. In Dockets TC98-028 and TC98-029, the earner 1s ITC Telecom and ITC, 
respectively. Clanf1calton 1s needed on those Agreements to show which 1s Interstate 
T elecommunicat,ons Cooperative, Inc , and which 1s Intrastate Telephone Company 

3. In Docket TC98-034, the Agreement between CommNet and Mobridge Telecom. 
there 1s no effective start,n date This ts cnt1cal as under the prov1s1ons of Section 10, the 
Agreement term and renewal date are dependent upon t 1s specif 1c rec, at1on 

Dated this ;/-¥'!!> day of Marcca. J_ L 
Camren Hoseck 
Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Ut11tt1es Comm1ss,on 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. SD 57501 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby cert, y tha a copy of Staff Analysis and Recommendation was served on 
the follow1ng by ma1II g he same to him by Uni ed States Post Oatlirst Class ail 
postage thereon prepaid. at the address s o n below on this the day of March. 
1998 

R1char O Co, 
xecu , e 0 1 ec or 

SOITC 
P O Box 7 
Pierre. SD 57501 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COM ISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MA TIER OF THE FILINGS BY SOUTH ) STAFF'S REPLY TO SDITC 
DAKOTA INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) RESPONSE 
COALITION FOR APPROVAL OF ) 
RECIPROCAL TRANSPORT ANO ) 
TERMINATION AGREEMENTS BETWEEN ) 
COMMNET CELLULAR, INC. ANO T E ) 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COMPANIES ) 

ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS INC ) 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

BERESFoqo UNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INOEPE DENT 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM. INC. ) 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

GOLDEN EST TEL COMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPE TIVE, I C ) 

HA SO COMMUNICATIONS, I C. OBA ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

TC98-017 

TC98-018 

T~19 

TC98-020 

TC98-021 

TC98-022 

TC98-023 

TC98-024 

TC98-025 



HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPA Y ) 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE COMPANY INC ) 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOBRIDGE 
CO PANY 

TEL ECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
) 

98-026 

TC98-027 

TC98-028 

TC98-029 

TC98-030 

TC98-031 

TC98-032 

TC98-033 

TC98-034 

S a 1shes to reply o e lengthy discourse 1led by SOITC I respo se 10 S aff s 

Analysis and Recommendation filed 1n his r, tter Among the assertions a 

are he ollcw1 

SOITC 

·s a has clearly 1 1sread the a plicabl la and as o e s e e • as 1n 
Co m1ss10 to re ire add, 1ona1 ·co:; 1ng rec, a sons· O' cos I or 10 

as a pre -cond1t1on o appro I g e ,le Agree en s .. \ m sis ine } 
a e 3 h1 a -3 r ph 



2. "According to Staff, all reciprocal compensation arrangemen s, whether 
arbitrated or negotiated, be reviewed for purpose of deter ,nin 
compliance with the pncmg standards set forth in section 252(d) of the Act," 
(emphasis mine), page 4, end of first paragraph under Section I 

3 "SDITC wonders why Staff has at this time ra ised this new 'fundamental 
uestion' relating to the Act," page 8, second paragraph under Section II 

First. Staff in its analysis merely raised the question of how various sections of the 

Federal Act I terplay. In other words. what is the relaltonsh1p of § 252(e)(2) with § 

252(d)(2)? 

Second. Staffs questions were raised because the agreements ende ed for 

appro al by SOITC C<?nta1ned spec1f1c language which Staff believed to create an issue 

wh1d1 S aff wrestled th and. frankly, for which 11 found no spP.c1fic solution Staff has not 

t en a position a e agreemen s ere 1nart ully drawn Ra her e issue as poin ed 

out to e C:>nm1ss1on or, s co s1deratton 

and hat in t e Oa o a Cooperative - Wes em Wireless agreeme Hao e SDITC 

costing langua e more closel re er.bled the Da ota an ua e. · a s ques 10 in of 

would have been m1nim1zed It 1s appare t he SOITC language con ains o r erence 

F oun as o e e ce ions 3,s re~ard1 er s 1 

T elecommunica 10 s Ccmpani s Co 1ss1on ma JU or ,·sel 

agree s are pro er (Doc' , TC9 -02 Cf.1 029 J A o • e e ce ·,on CJ e 

s!antng a e 1n O e TC98-0., 0 s1 natur da e 



have specific lang age as to the starting date. It 1s not uncommon for ag eements to be 

signed on one da e but have a different start ,me. Staff maintains its pos,ho that this 

should be corre ed 

CONCLUSION 

SOITC has overreacted to a question raised by Staff. Its language caused the 

problem which Staff noted and brought to the Commission's attention Staff 1n doing its 

analysis v1s1ted with the Staff of another state and with an FCC attorney A clear solution 

was not ap rent Suffice 1t to say that this s1tuat1on has been handled by other parties 

to 1nterconnec ,on a reements and tha the unique draftsmansh, o the SDITC 

agreeme ts poses a leg, ,mate question for the Comm,ss,on's consideration 

Oa ed his 7 day o A ril 

w~ . 

Camren Hosec 
S aff A omey 
Sou h Oa o a Public Ullht,es Comm1ss1on 
00 as Cap, c l 

Pierre SD 5750 
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BEFO E THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COM SSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

t THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY SOUTH ) 
DAKOTA INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COALITION FOR APPROVAL OF ) 
RECIP ROC AL TRANSPORT AND ) 
TERMINATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN ) 
COMMNET CELLULAR, INC. AND BAL TIC ) 

ELECOM COOPERATIVE ) 

ORDER APPROVING 
AGREEMENT 

C 8-019 

On February 6 1998 e South Da ota Public Ut,11 ,es Comm1ss1on (Comm1ss1on} received 
a 11tng ro e Sout Da o a Independent Telephone Coalttron (SOI C) see ,ng appro al of a 
reoprocal nspon and e ma ion agreement between Comm e C llular. Inc and Baltrc Telecom 
Coopera I e purs a o 4 7 U S C §§ 252(a)(1) and 252(e) 

ether o approve 

1ss on as J sd1Ct1on o er this ma er purs a ap er 49-3 . and the 
Fede al Telecom un,ca ,ons Ac o 996 Upon re 1ew of the agreemen e Comm1ss,on found 

a as required b 47 SC § 252(e)(2)(A) t e agr e ent does no d1scnminate against a 
s cane no a pa o e agreemen nor ,s he 1mp1 men a 10n of this agreement 
e p bite in erest con enience and necess1 I 1s ere ore 

ORD!:RED ha p rsua o 4 7 U S C § 252( ) he Comm1ss1on appro es e negot1a ed 
agreemen 

Da ed at Pierre So h Da ota t 1s ./ V_ day of ay 998 

C RTIFICATE Of SERVICE Y ORDER OF THE COM ISSION 
1 


