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IN THE MATTER Of THE FILING BY AT 
COMMUNtCA TK>NS, INC, FOR 
DESK.NATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNtCATIONS CARRIER 

Puhlk Utilities Commission of the Stale of South Dakota 



Communication s 

Dc<cml><r I 8. I 997 
-3073,IM'OOO 

3073'7-6396fa:.o. 

RECEIVED 
South Dakota Public U1ili1ie., Commission 
State Capitol 
500 East Capitol Street 
Picrr<. SD 57501 

DEC 2 3 1997 
SOUTH DAKOT ... PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Re: Application of RT Communications, Inc. for 
designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 

To the Commission: 

ll1e Tclecommunicaliuns Ac1 of I 996 r I 99(, Act") directed th:u the frdcral 
Communic.11io ns Commission < ■ FCC.....,), as well as the various st.ate commissions. 
should take the nettssary steps to establish support mechanisms in order to ensure 
1he delivcrabllity or affordable 1elccommunications service to all Americans, including 
low income consumers , eligible schools and librarirs , m ral health care providers . and 
rural consumers. SpccHically, Om_l,rr~s dircc.,ed the FCC and the various state 
commissions to devise methods to ensure that •consumers in all regions of the 
NaLion, including low income consumers and those in mral. insular, and high cost 
areas ... have access to telt"Communications and information senriccs ... at rates 
th:u :ue ·reasonabl:· comparable 10 rates chargNi for si1111lar services in urban areas: 
47 U.S.C. § 254(h)(J). 

C.onsisten t wit h it.s intent to ensure thl" de:livrrability or affordable 
tclecommunicalions service to all Americans. the 1996 An. addrascd the continued 
viabilit y or a Universal Service Fund and the funding of this suppon mechanism. 
TI1e I 996 Act funher addressed the designat ion of eligible telecommuniat ions 
carriers which arc to receive supron from 1he fu nd . 

The 19% Aet provides. at 47 U.S.C. § 2 I 4(e)(2) as fo lio" " 

Designation of Eligible Tdecornmunications Carriers. •· A 
State Commission shall upon it s own mot ion or upon 
request dc..~gnatc a common c.trrier that meets the 
requirements or p.1ra>,_rr.1ph (I) as an eligible 
telecommunications carrier for a sen •kc area de-signatcd by 
the S1a1e Commission. Upon request. and consistent wit h 
1111: public interest. couvcniencc, :ind n<"ccssity. the Srnte 
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Conuni,;,;ion ma\', in 1hr ca~ or an are:i Sl'r'Ved bv a mral 
tdt'phont' C'omp,; ny. and ,;hall . in 1hc c-;L<iri<-" or all ~1her 
:, rca,; , drsignah· more than one common carrier as an 
c-1ig1blt· tckcommunic;uions C'arricr for a M:IVicc area 
dc,;;i1!n:Hrtl by th<' State Commis,;inn, sn lung as each 
addiuonal rcquc.sun~ r-amC"r mN•t ,;; 1hc rcquircmcm.s or 
paraJ,'Tilph {I ). Before ch.-,11,:11:11 in,i.: an addition.J cli~iblc 
1elc1..ommunica1ions c:1rricr ior an .uca ~cn.'e<i by a rural 
tdephonr company. tlw Srnte Commission slrnll find 1h:1t 
1hc dcsign:uion is m the puhlic inicrest. 

(5) Servi e Are:1 l:>t.·fined. •· ll1e term "service 
arc-a" mC"ans a gt-ographic area established by a S1a1t' 
Commission for 1he purpose or determining universa l 
-.en.rice obliga1ions and suppor1 mechanisms. In the casc of 
an ;P-ea scn.Td by a rural 1clephun<" rnmpany. "scrvicc area" 
mcans such company's "study arc.a" unless and umil 1.hc 
Commission and the Stales. after taking imo aa.uwu 
rccommrnd.1 tions of a Fcd<'ral-State joint board insti1uted 
under\ 4 IO(c), csublish a diffc-rent definition of service 
:u ea for !!>UCh com1lany. 

In addi tion,,, d t"fining dcsign.11ed ,arril·rs. Con~rrss in the 1996 Aa requi red 
the FCC to c--1ahh,;;h mil-,;; and res:,il~uions men.sun· 1he comi nued viability of the 
univcr,;a,I scn.,et suppon sv,;;-1em. J\.(u,rdinjtly. 1he FCC on M:.y 8 , 1997. i.ssm.-d its 
Repon and Order in FCC 9i- 1 Si. wherein it commcntai on tht. rules and regulation~ 
promuliatcd 10 adl1C'\"t." the rNJuiremrnts of the 1996 Act . In setting fonh 1hCSl' 
regulations, 1hr FC .;;u1ed th.at it was putting in place a uni\'crsal ~rvicc suppon 
~~tc.m th:11 would a«omplbh four .._,itical goals. includin~ 

Fir .. 1. implrmrn1a110n of un i'\'t"f'.11 ~",et obj«ttVCS for low income 
md1viduals. con umM"o in rural. msuJar . and lu,;h rn;;i areas. M'.hool ,. library. and rur:d 
health <.1re prm11drrs. 
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econd. thr m.1intcruncr ol r:un: fn r bas1 ro1 n.ial ~ ,er at affordablr 
lt'\'t:b. 

·n,ir,1, th(' rominUJuo n of affordablc- ~Mc scn,cc through explicit unl ... crsal 

S<'n,;cc fur'o<ling. 

Founh. 1h(' pronlOtion of, N' bc-ndlts of romr('t.st ion 10 as many ron.\U~ as 
po~sible. 

In sn ting fonh ii r('gula11ons. 1hc- FCC obs(-n-rd 1hat Congm, Nd placed on 
it the duty to prCS('r\'e :md advana tutnnsal ~ ronsistmt wi1h ,oint mer.a.I md 
st.ate anion. Consistent with this mandate. ,he FC noted that it ruJ "'fft' 

:.doptdJ to maimain rates at 3n affordable lt'\-d 10 benefit t'\uyont in Lht country 
and to incr"asc the numbc=r of proplc conocn.rd to the tclccommuniations rw:two rk. 
The FCC noted: 

K Unh-'Crsal !>Uppon nlt'Ch.ani~ms tlut are 
drslgnated 10 increase subscribcnrup by keeping ra.to 
af"ordabk "ill bwdit t'\-Tl)'tlnt in the- country. lndudmg 
t hOSt: "'ho on afford b:tiK' tclcphonr sr:n ict.. At IM 
simplest IC\-.::1. increasing tht numbrr of people connccttd 
to t.hc tdo:ommunication nc,,mrk makes l.ht ot1·~-ork 
more ,'aluablc to all of il s users b , increasing iLS u.sduJncs..~ 
to 1hem. lncrt"asing subscribcrsh1p also bmdiu sociny in 
w;ays unrdat.t'd to t.m' value of the llt'l""'Ork.. prr s.-. For 
example. all of us bendit from the " ido.prcad :av.illability 
nf hasic public 53fcty sen,;~. such a 9 11 . 

In its ordt"r. the FCC no ted that ~ 214(r ){ I )(A) rrquired an eligible carrier 
rrcchfog funding from the uni\· ·1sal suppon s~1rm to offer M'..rvi es that are 
supportrd by thc suppon mtthanism. Acmrdingly. the FCC adoptrd t.he joim 
bo.trd' r«ommcndation th.n an ,"'li&ibl" tclttommuniotions cmier be requirt"d to 

offer all of the St".rvi~ dl!Signatcd for unh-r:rsal scrvicr .!t"Uppon. \Vith some 
limita tion . thr FCC rcquirrd that an d 1gible carrier be able 10 provide the follO\\,;ng 
supportable Stn'1CCS: voire ~radt: access to the public switch network , \\it.h 1hc ability 
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to plact' and receive calls: dual tone muhi-frcquency (DTMF) signaling. or it s 
functional <"quivalem : single pany service: access tu emergency services, induding in 
some instanres, access to 9 11 and enhanced 911 (E91 I) services: access to opt'.rator 
scrvices. access to interexchangc scrvil."eS; al.'Cess to directory assistance; and toll 
limita1 ion services for qualifying low income consumers. 11,csc required services arc 
delineated in 47 C.F.R. § 54.101. 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 2 14(c)(2), RT Communications, Inc., 130 South 9th, 
Worland, Wyoming. 8240 I , ht'rcby requests that it be designat t:d as an eli~rible 
carrier pursuant to the 1996 Ao. As an eligible telecommunications c urler, the 
applicant would request 10 be designated for that servict' area established by the 
South Dakoc.a Public Utilities Commission consistent with the public interest and co­
ex1cnsivc with the applicant's •;enilicate of public convenience and necessity as 
presently established by 1.he Commission. 

Except and unle<.s stated lxlow. 1he applicant would aver that it is a common 
carrier cntitlcd to tl,e tligible tdccommunications carrier designation as ~tablishcd 
by 47 U.S.C. § :-' 14 in :hat it shall throughout itS service area; offer Ult' "-t'rviccs that 
are supponcd by federal .. mh~rsal service suppon mechanisms under 47 U.S.C. 
§ 254(c) , either using its own fa:ilitics or a combination of its own facilities or the 
rcsaJc of ano1her carrier's ~ rvice.1; ;md it \\ill advcnise the av.ailabi li1y of such servicrs 
and the charges therefore using u1t'dia of gcnt'ral distribution. 

Applicant would also ., .. .-er that as to the requirement that an eligible 
telecommunications carrier offt'.r each of 1he services set fonh in 47 C.F.R. § 54.101 
(a). RT Communications has !>rovided digitaJ intt'rcxchange communications and 
digital )'\vilching connectivity to it s cu."9 omers for the most pan . but given the 
expense involved and the technical limit of existing equipment , applicant presently 
prm-idrs toll limitations ~tviccs such as toll blocking. but cannot provide toll comrol. 

In sum. RT Communications. Inc .. would ~un-t that it be designated as an 
diJ:iblc 1eln::ommunic1tions carrier in 1ha1 service territory or arra presently 
de,ignatcd b , thi~ Commission co-cxtensh'I." \,ith the apphamt's ccnificate of public 
COO\'('nience and n«tSSity. In t.h.i~ rt-gard . applicant 41"\'n'S that it i offcriug tht' 
~ supponNI t,y ferlcral unh~rsal servi« suppon mcdt.anlSms except as 



South Dakota Public U1ili1ies Commis,;:ion 
Decrmtx.r 18. 1997 
Page 5 

referenced above. t ,ttachcd to thi s letter is the Nm ice and Order designating RT 
Communications as an Eligible Tcl~ommunicalions Carrier in the State of Wyoming 
j,;::;ucd by ti .:. Wyoming Public' Service Commission fo r your reference. 

If 1here :uc quest ions l"Onccming this application. the Commission is invited 10 

comact the undersigned or Mr. Bruce S. Asay. Associated Ugal Group. 1807 C1pitol 
Avenue, Suite 205, Cheyenne, Wyoming, 8200 I. (307) 631-2888, counsel for RT 
Communications. 

DNM:c.is 

Attachments 

Sincerely, 

Dee N. Mon~n 
Vice President and General Manager 
RT Communications, Inc. 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WYOMING 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
OF RT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

DOCKET NO. 70015-TA-97-11 

NOTICE AND ORDER 
(Issued September 2, 1997) 

This matter is before the Commission upon the application of RT Communications, 

Inc., hereinafter referred to as RT or the Company, requesting that the Commission 

designate it as an exclusive eligible telecommunicationscarrierpursuart to the provisions 

of 47 U.S.C. 214(e)(2). The Commission, having reviewed the application, applicable law, 

and being otherwise fully advised in the premises, FINDS and CONCLUDES: 

1. RT Is a telecommunications company as defined by W.S. § 37-15-103(aXxi) 

and, as such, subject to the Commission's jurisdiction pursuant to the provisions of W.S. 

§ 37-15-401 . 

2. On June 24, 1997, RT filed this application requesting that the Commission 

designate tt as the exclusive eligible tetecommunications carrier fer its existing service 

territory pursuantto the provisions of 14 U.S.C. 214(e)(2). The Companyfurtherrequested 

a waiver of the requirement to provide single-party service due to the fact that the 

Company has not yet completed upgrades necessary to eliminate mutti--party service 

throughout its service territory. 

3. 47 U.S.C. 214(e)(2) grants state commissions the authority to confer eligible 

' ~rrier status to telecommunications companies which meet certain criteria based upon a 

public interest finding. Such designation is required, pursuant to the provisions of 47 
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U.S.C. 214(e)(1). in order for a telecommunications company to be eligible to receive 

federal universal service support. 

4. 47 U.S.C. 214(e)(t) sets forth the criteria which must be met in order for a 

telecommunicattons company to qualify for an eHgible elecommunications carrier 

designation. According to this statute, eligible telecommunications carriers must 

•offer the s....rvices that are supported by Federal universal service support 
mechanisms . . . either using Its own facilities or a combination of its own 
facilities and resale of another cani'!r's services ... and ... advertise the 
availability of such services and the charges therefor using media of general 
distribution: 

5. RT provides and will advertise the availability of and prices for the following 

services which are eligible for federal universal service support pursuant to the ruM of the 

Federal Communications Commission: voice grade access to the public switched networit. 

with the ability to place and receive calls; dual tone mufti.frequency signaling, or its 

functional equivalent: singJe-party service; access to operator services; access to 

interexchange services; access to directory assistance and toll limitation services for 

qualified low income customers. Waivers of the single-party service requirement are 

permissible. upon a finding of ·exceptional circumstances·pursuant to the provisions found 

in paragraph89 of the Federal Communications Commission's May 8, 1997, order in CC 

Docket No. 96-45. 

6. With the exception of single-party service, as discussed below, RT meets the 

criteria established for eligible telecommunications carriers. Therefore, the CommtSSion 

finds that the designation of the Company as on eligible telecommunications carrier, for its 

existing service territory, is consistent with the public interest. 

7. Pursuant to the provisions of 47 U.S.C. 214(e)(2) the Commission has the 
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disaetion to des~nate more than one eligible telecommunications carrier for a grYen 

service territory. An additional public interest finding is required in order to designate an 

additional eligible telecommunications carrier for an area served by a rural telephone 

company. RT is a rural telephone company. In light of the requirements associated with 

designating an additional eligible telecommunications carrier for the Company's existing 

service territory. the Commission finds that the Company's request that It receive an 

exdusive eligible carr;er designation is premature at this time. The Issue of exclusivity will 

be addressed by the Commlsslon at such time an another carrier applies for eligible canier 

status for the Company's service territory. 

8. RT has requested a warYer of the singkt-partyservice requirement noting that 

It is still in the process of upgrading Its netwon<. Mu16-party services still exist in the 

Company's Wo<tand, Hulett. Bums, carpenter, Newcastle, Moon:rofl. Thermopolis and 

Shoshoni exchanges. The Compar?f has indicated that Its current construction schedule 

will have the last of the multi-party services converted to single-party service during the 

third quarter of 1999. 

9. The Commisdon ts aware of Rrs construction plans which will result in the 

upgrading of the exchanges which the Company pun:hased from U S WEST 

Communications." The CommissK>n, therefore. finds adequate cause to determine that 

·exceptional circumstances· exist which warrant the granting of a warYer of the singJe-par\' 

service requirement through Deoember 31 , 1999. 

10. Rrs application is on file with the Commission at Its offices located in 

Cheyenne, Wyoming and at the Company's offices located in Worland, Wyoming and may 

be Inspected by any interested penson during regular business hou~. 
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11. Anyone desiring to file a statement, protest or request a hearing with regard 

to this matter must do so on or before October 2, 1997. 

12. If you wish to intervene in this matter end you require reasonable 

accommodation for a disability, please contact the Commission at (307) 777-7427 (voice 

or TTY) in Cheyenne during regular business hours or write to them at 2515 Warren 

Avenue, Suite 3'l0, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002, to make arrangements. CommunicatiorB 

impaired persons may also contact the Commission by accessing Wyoming Relay at 1-

800-877-9965. Please mention the docket number in your communications. Please 

contact us as soon as possible to help us serve you better. 

13. The Commission directs that the public notice in this matter be in the 

following form: 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

RT Communications Inc. (RT) has applied to the Wyoming Public Service 
Commission (PSC) requesting that the Commission designate tt as the exclusive 
telecommunteation: ·.carrier for its existing service territory pursuant to the provisions of 14 
U.S.C. 214(e)(2). The Company further requested a waiver of the requirement to provide 
single-party service due to the fact that the Company has not yet completed upgrades 
necessary to eliminate multi-party service throughout its service territory. 

You may review Rrsapplication at the PSC or at Rrs offices in Worland, Wyomirg 
during regular business hours. 

To intervene, request a hearing , file a statement or protest this application, you must 
file with the PSC, mentioning Docl<et No. 70015-TA-97-11, on or belore October 2, 1997. 

II you wish to participate and require reasonable accommodation for a disability, cal 
the PSC at (307) 777-7427 or write to the PSC at 2515 Warren Avenue, Sutte 300, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002. Communications impaired persons may contact the PSC 
through Wyoming Relay at 1-S~TT-9965. 

Dated September 2, 1997. 
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT: 

1. Pursuant to open meeting action taken on July 21 , 1997. the Commission 

herebydestgnates RT Communications as an eligible telecommunicationscarrier, pursuart 

to the provisions of 47 U.S.C. 214(e)(2) for the service territory for which n holds e 

Certificate Pubic Convenience and Necessity, issued by the Commission, as of the date 

of this Notice afld Order, subject to notice, protest, opportunity for hearing and further 

Order. 

2. RT Communications is further, granted a waiver of the sing'8--party service 

requirement through December 31 , 1999. 

3. This Notice end Order is effective immediately. 

MADE and ENTERED et Cheyenne, Wyoming this 2nd day of September, 1997. 

PUBUC SERVICE COMMISSION OFW'fOMING 

IVAN H. WILLIAMS, Assistant Secretary 

-5- Docket No. 70015-TA-97-11 
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December 19. 1997 

Sh<rylTodd 
Fcdmtl Commurti:ations Commission 
Uni \-crsal ~ ice Branch 
CC Docket No. 96-45 
8th Floor 
2100 M Sm~et, '.W. 
Washington. 0 . ~. 20S54 

South Oak.ow. Public Uti lities Commission 
Stale pitol 
500 East Capi10I Su-cct 
Picm:. S.O. 5750 1 

Director • Uni\'crsal Scr'\'icc Prog.rarns 
Uni\'ersal Scn•icc Administrative Company 
I 00 South Jefferson Road 
Whippany. NJ 07981 

RE: Certification for Uni,,ersal Service fund Suppon 

RECEIVED 

DEC 2 3 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

The Tdccommunica1ions Act of 1996 ond its implementing regulations n..-quirc I.hat a rural telephone 
company qualify as a rural telephone company as defined by the Act in ordc:.-r to receive universal 
service fond supput. Accordingly. RT Communications. Inc .. by this letter and anached 
affirmation. is notifying the South OakoUl Public Utili ties Commission. and in tum the Federal 
Communications Commission thal ii is a rural 1clcphonc company as defined by the Act :ind 
implcmcnling regulations. 

A rural lclcphone company is defined in 47 C.F.R. Section 51.5 ns follows: 

Rural IrlsnhoD£ Comp;my A .. Rum! Telephone Company"· is an LEC operating entity 10 

the c.xtcnl that soc:h entity: 

( I) provides common canier St."f\ice lo any local exchange cruricr study 11rca th.a: 
docs not include either: 

(i) cmy incorpc,ra.tcd plarx of 10.000 inhabiiants or more. or any part thereof. 
based on lhc mosl n:cently available popuJntion statistics of the Bureau of the 
Census: or 

(ii) any territory. incorporated or unincorporntcd. included in an urOOJlizcd 
area. as defined by the Bureau of the Census as of August I 0. 199). 
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(2) prO\'ides lelcphone cxchangr .SCr\'icc. including exchange occcss. to fewer thM 
50 ()()() access lim.-s: 

(3) pro\'idcs telephone e.xchangc servicr to MY locnl exchange cnrritr study urea ,i..i th 
fewer than I 00.000 access lines: or 

(· ) has less lhan 1s,~ of its access lines in communitks of more than 50.000 on 
February 8. 1996. 

Consistent ~ith thr ddin.ition of :a rural 1cltphonc company llS established in the Code of Fcdcrnl 
Regulations. RT Communications. Inc .. crrtifics by this correspondcn::e and anachcd atlinnation 
that it is a rural telephone company llS defined by the regulation. 47 C.F.R. Section 51.5. and that 
it meets 111 least one of the four critcrfa idt'tltificd in the regulation. SpccificaJ ly. as RT 
Communtc:Uions. Inc.. pro,WC'S 1clephorK' cxchlngc scn•ice to access lines in rural South Dnkota. 
and to incorporated places ~i th not more than 10.000 inh:abiumts. the company meets the criteria 
established in 1 through 4 as ~fcrmccd abo,·c. TilCrtfon:. RT Communications. Inc .. should be 
considrrcd a rural 1clcphonc cornp;uiy 3S defined in the Act and implcmcnling rcb'lllations. 

Sincerely. 

d..//,/k-- -

Dct N. Monsen 
General M,nagc,-

DNM/c:t!i 
Enclosun: 

cc: Tht: Office of lhc Scc-rdllry· 
CC Docket No. 96-45 
Fcdeml Communicuions Commission 
Room 222 
1919 M Strcct 
Washington. D.C. 2055-4 



AfflR~IATIO!II 

Dec N. Monsen. being first duly S\\Om and upon his oath. stales that he is the General 

Manager ond Vice President of RT Communications. Inc .. that he is authori1..cd to execute: this 

Aflinnation on behalf of RT Communications. Inc.: that the fa...ts set forth in the ATTACHED 

correspondence of e\'en Wl!e are true and c<>rreet 10 dk! best of his knowledge. information an.\ belief. 

such ltuu the company is a rural 1clcphonc: con;pany as defined in the Tdccommunic:uions Act of 

1996 and ilS implementing rcguh:uions. 

l>ATEDthis _ /_'l_ da~ ol I), . , /~ . 199i. 

STATEOFWYOMI 'G 

COUNTY OF WAS'lA KI E 

L ,/. ,,14----= 
Dec N. Monsen 
General Manager and Vice President 
RT Communications. Inc. 

SUBSCRIBED AND S WORN to before me this --1.2_ cby of s +» L. 1991. 

;-;Qi.-\RY !'UBLll 



Sou1h OJkor.1 TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS Public Unlnn:s Cornm1s.s1on 
Sr,uc C.i.p11o l S00 E . Cap11o l TMMenlhetelKomftunk.ltlon1MMC1MingathlillhlCClftWl'liulonha1recatftdhwlhe"'lodof: 

1•1cm·. SD SH0 l -50i0 12/19/97 through 12/23/97 
Phont·: (603) 17l -3705 

Fas : (603) 7T\-380'J 
II'°"' !Med f compllteco,yof • Nif't tuM, o-...mlgN 1a,rnNC1, or INlildlO)'O'I,,..... ~o.wn. Kolbo...,,_ ftff ... ,. ofltltl .... 

DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INTERVENTION 
NUMBER FILED DEADUNE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Applicabon by ECiipse Commumcabon Corp for a Certificate ol Aulhorify to operate u a lelecommunicallons company within 
the state of Soul:h DakOCa (Staff TSl1<C) ·EchpH seeks aulhc>riry !o l)fovide a lull rang• ol inlere1ch1nge MMcu. including 

TC97-196 MTS, toll tree 8001888. callilng card. debll card and ope,1101-aMISted setvicea. Applicant also lffkl authority to Pfovid• ,HOid 12/19197 01/09198 and l1c1hlles-based local e1ch1nge HMCH 10 consumers on a llatewlda bHil .•.. EdipM mey also offe, local NMCff by 
uflklJng the sW!Tchtng and 1,ansport capaary ol other editing telecommuNCllk>nl p,OYlders purM,ent to negotilt9d Of tariffed 
arranaements Ec11ose DfOOOSes 10 orovlde service to an e1cha,.,... cuHenltv served b¥ US WEST: 

AppbcalJOn by ASC Telecom. Inc lor I Certflcate ol Authority to ope,ate "a telKOfflmuniesliont compeny within the state 

TC97-197 of South Dakota (Slaff· TS/Ct-I) "ASC Intends lo prow:te II its Initial Mrvlcn ·operator servi,:es• and ·Pf•paid card· ,21,w;7 0110W98 servlce5 .. ASC also hereby certifies that it it complying Mh 111 requitementl Hllblilh9d under the Telephone Operetor 
Consumer Services lmorovement Ac! ol 1990 • 

Appl1eabon by TeleHub Ne!wofk SeMCes Corporation lor I Cer11f1eale of Authoflty lo operale n a lelecommunlcationt 
compaliy within !he stdlt'I ol South 01ko1n (Staff OJll<C) ·App11e1nt ... b ltllew,de authority to offer inDOOnd. outbound, 

TC97-198 conference. d1tectory ou.s1ance, callmg card. pttp11d calling Clfd, and privtlt line wMCOS to prnublcribed t4lli.int 12/22/07 01109,;a 
customers and 1eMdenbal cuslomers in lhe Stale of Sooth D1ko1a. Ai>Pfic;lnl don not and ~I not offer altemaM operator 
sel'YICes· 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

JCl!:1,11- ~~ c~:,m~:~~~~,.'r~:, :~.~~~~ 1~ 4:, !: .. sh C 2.,!~•) and .n; FR ~ 201 hereby ~kl~e;n•lk>n ... ~!" .~~.! 12/23197 12/29~7 

~MCHol>U 1,,_c-._,.~ • -.1<11 ___ .. _ ,,...,_. .. .., ___ ..,... .....,,...,.eo,,_,.,,_"" t-. .• ,.,,., -.... . , .. ,.,..._~ ...... ,...,,. ... _ __ c-.-
.,. IC'-o-JllllC9 
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December 24. 1997 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
State '"apitol 
S00 W t Capitol Street 
Piem. I) 57501 

RE: RT Communications. Inc. 
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Certification 

To 1he Commission: 

RECEIVED 

DEC 2 9 1997 
SOUTH DAKCTA PUIUC 
UTILITIE! • -, JSSK>H 

Enclosed please find an e,cccutcd cer1i1ication fonn as an eligible telecommunications carrier for 
RT Communica1ions. Inc. 

If there arc questions concerning this certi fication. the Commission is invited to contact the 
undersigned or Mr. Bruce S. Asay. Associated Legal Group. 1807 Capitol Avenue. Suite 20S. 
Che)'C:OOC, Wyoming 82001~307) 632-288H. <.-ounscl for RT Communications. 

Sihrcly/ /}, {'.,1. tJ.r,:?e.:(U 

..c;IJ,~L. 
Gordon Dye 
Assistant Man:igcr 

GD/cos 

Enclasutt 



CERTIFICATION AS AN 
ELIGJBLE TELECOMMUN ICATIONS CARRIER 

1. Cordon lhT. the- Assh12.nt M;uugrr l,'M RT Cmnmun-..-:.1ions, Inc . WrnfanJ, W\'Omlll~. do hC"rthv 

Ct'.ruf,•a.,fol low,c 

Rl ' Communiauons. Inc. 1 ;an d 1jtiblt- o rncr :I) ddinrd h)· fc,Jcr.11 st:u u1c ;ind R:).'Ul:uion. 

RT f'..ommun ic-o1 11mu, Inc. pro\·tOr"l- 1hc- folkM1n~ K"l\'K:r$: 

lol..JI C"U'h,tngt" SC' I\'" ·'° mdudm~ :tn amount of loa,I usa~'t' fn:C' of per minute chargts 

un. kr ,2, fl;u r.11l"d i. _..-.. 1 w-rv:.:t· rx,d,a~. or mt';isum:J ,cn·kT "hich incluc!c,; lornl us:ar,c-: 

DTMF (touchtont'). 

:K't'Os 10 E-?11 cmc-rgcnn• S("f\' K.T whC'rc thc- k>alit)' h:u impk mcnttd i i : 

an~ 10 dnl'\.101"\' ;a»i.,t.tncc, 

1oll hm1tah1 . .n ;u drfinnt m the.- rompanv's •rphcauon 

R r Communtauoru, Inc... prm•kln, these .k'rvKTS utilizing iu ffi''fl faci lu ia and will :11.h -.:n lk 

tht a"31bhth1,• o( 1hcw- scn-k."0- a!> rcfcrmcal m ,u applic::auon to 1hr Commillion. 

l.1fchnc and Uni.. Up to~ in~:on1C' as adopttd Of1 S/7/97 as put of the" FCC US Rcpon :md 

Order m CC-~-15 

DATED1h1s~ef d.l~•of ~ (' r....,..n~'- . 19W 

Sl',4,TE OF WYO!l.·UNG 

C.OUf\.'TYOF WASHAKIE) 

S 8SCRIBEDANDS\VORN1obcfort"~1h1) ..-<~( ~,•nf {µ '=• (, .,< , l ?W 

~'nY~6iuc? CJa-, 



llocaobcr 31. 1997 --Sood, l>abj.j l'llblic IJ<ilioos Coaaiaion 
Scae..,;,ot 
500EdC..,ilclA_,. 
Pioffc,Sood,DabcaS7.l-01·$070 

RE: RT Ld'dmo'l.Wo,p Scmccs 

O..,Huta,; 

RTC- hufilld,ad...,;,allppl""'1-dieW>,...,_5ona 
C-.(WPSC), atariff-..liida-.lii:lioo_.Wo,p_o,ilo-~ 
....,. .. NqlliA,dllrdoo~o,...,.&domlu...n.l_F_(USP)_ 
N!CAel991 RT-•-W,,.,.--• ...... IIJ•-­
N6:Ulililio&C-..(PIJC)11...,-mdie_..-,'5--brltf ~--Aaar..,i..i-...-ot----­
lol;alllotdoonia<hdyb-tboC--•--Kr--

d,o~-~ .. -=:-=":-"'~--~otLi;.i, .=.:.:.....· . 
l\llbao,pdpn,,ooai•lllil-RT-U-,lib.,_,.. __ ..,,. 
.. w,_.,.Tarilfioilleolinly. 

Ow.dooSol6DoldaC-.'s_..., __ wlbc-11ol~I. 

1991. lf_..,..io..--lle;i,oo,ioldm-,llT-1'!'*--• ...,..._...,, 
.. ,..-_,_.... ... _,_.. ... -.,-........ (719) 

-1. 



RT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

F..XOIANCETARlfT 
WYOMING 

luuNI: <xcobtr 15, 1997 

5. E.XOlANCt StRVICES 

5.1 l.ocAL [XOIANCE SERVICE (Conl'd) 

5.2.6 LOW-L~COM[ASSISTANCC PROGRAMS 

A Telephone Assistance Program 

I OcfirutM>n 

SECTIONS 
Page 41 

Relca.sc 2 

Effcdin: J1nuary I, I 998 

The T clcphonc Assistance Program (TAP) provides for a di5COUnt on the reaming 
mondlty rate for the provision of local residential service for cen.ain Medicaid 
eligible ew1omers 

ApplkallOll 

a The TAP discount is only available to rcsidcnce customers who meet eligibility 
requirements establiSMd by Senate Enrolled Act No. 4S, enacied by the 
Wyoming lqpslalurc in 1991. To be consid..-ed digible, the applicant must 
recci\-e Medicaid bmefits under Title XIX of lhe Social Security Act 
Subscription to expanded services will only be allowuf at the principal residence 
of th lse recipient: physically handicapped subscribers Cfflified by the Wyoming 
Dq,anmcn1 ofHealth and Social Services 

Eligible Lifdincff AP subscribtts will receive crediu or discounts to the normal (C) 
local rates u follows (C) 

RHidauial Acccu Linc 
Federal Budine Lifeline Reduction 
Fedcrally Funded Reduction in Local Rite 
Stale Matching Local Rate Reduction 
Federal Matching of State: Reduction 

Mw!thlx Credit or Discount 
$3 so 
$1.75 
SJ 50 
Sl.75 

The discount will be applicable to 1he follo" i ng locaJ exchange services 

• Individual Oat rate rcs.idcntial service 
• Flat multipany residential service 
• Service station residenli.al KT\icc. 

ln no asc will the discount exceed the rate charged for the grade of residential 
scrvic.c subscribed to ~ each indi,idual 

(N) 

I 
(N) 



RT COMMUNICATIO!'(S. INC. 

[XCIIANCE TARIFF 
\\'VOMl:"i'G 

lssutd : Ottobtr 15. 1997 

~- £XC11Al'C[ SERVICt:S 

~.1 l.ocAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 
~.1.6 L<.IW- INCOME ASSIS'l'ANC[ PROGRAMS 

A Telephone Assis1ancc Program (Cont'd} 

2 Applicauon 

SECTIONS 

Page 42 
Rcleast: 2 

Efftttin: January I. 1991 

c S. rviccs CO\'ered under the Lifdincff AP olTcring include 
Voice grade access 10 the Public Swi1chcd Network 
Access 10 cmergtnc)' services 
Access to openuor scn,,ces 

,v Access 10 lntcrexchangc services. unless toll blocking is chosen 
Access to directory assis1ancc 

\i Toll blocking 

Funding 

The total cos1 of pro\'lding lhe Telephone Assiscancc Program shall be funded from 

(N) 

(N) 

a uniform mon1hly surcharge of S 02 10 each residential access line and each (I) 

business acccn line. not 10 exceed one hundred (100) Ii~ per cusU>mct 

4 Regula1ions 

a The TAP discount will beg.in with !he date 1hc Compan)' receives a \'llid 

appliC.Jttion from 1hc custon.er or when new service is established for a qualifying 
customer The discounl will be proratcc1 on the basis of a Jo.day month from the 
elTccli\·C date of the customer's application 

The regular service and equipment charges and regulations applicable to !he 
service offerings specified in 5 2 6 wdl apply for initial service establishment 
Eligible subscribers ma)' request the Link Up plans idcn1ified in (8) below The (Cl 
sct'\icc and equipment charges for current subscribers lo change to or from this I 
program due 10 eligibility ~tatus will be wai\·ed (\:) 

c The discount is applicable only 10 a single residence line at the principal residence 
of the eligible subscriber 

Customers mus< provide rcccnifica1ion from 1hc appropria1c agency for which (D) 
they qualify for the Lifeline/TAP se1'·icc and must notify the Company when they (NI ) 

arc no longer participants in the Program 

c Lifeline \I.ill not be fumished on Foreign Exchange (FEX) circui1s 

(Nl 



RT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

EXOIANCE TARIFF 

WYOMING 

lss.ed: Oc:tobu 15, 1997 
5. EXCHANGE SERVICF.S 

5.2 Loe .._L EXCHANGE SERVICI: 
5.2.6 LoW•lNCOM[ ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

A Tdcphonc Assistance Program (Cont'd) 

Rates and Charges 

SECTIONS 
Page 43 

Release J 

Eff'ttlivt : January 1, 1991 

a Local service options as identified in 5 2 6.A.2 b will be applicable for the ~C) 
Lifeline discounlS. Discounts will be applied to the class of service chosen by 
the customer up to 1hc amount charged for that class of service. (C) 

D) 

(D) 



CXCHANC[ TARlfT 

WYOMJ!..C 

RT COMM 'ICA TIONS. INC. 

SECTIONS 
Page 44 

Rdca,, 2 

ls1u~: Octobn- 1 S. "'' Efftttin: Ja■•ary I. 19'1 

~.l LOCAL CXCKA.,."-tet SUYICI. 
5.1.6 LOW•INCOWI ASSISTA.llfct: P'ltOCRAMS (C ... 'd) 

D Link Up Amcnca 

I l.J1~ Up .Amcna prondcs \\\"Of'!Uftl n::sd:ns -.1'o qua.hf) for tbt Fcck:r.lJ ~ 
Comnuspon's Lri: Up Amcna Prap3ffl a ddcounl on mu.lbuon dwgc:s A so,,. 
d1ioount lup lo SJO OOl will be ~hc:d on ac:a::ss hnc .scn..ec and cqtnpmcac dwgcs io 

c:onn«t scrncc al a nc- addrca 11us ddcourc appbcs oa a smgk hnc :u the: pnnapal 
place ci n:sadcocc for the applleaffl 

In addiuon. the cusaomtr m.:a~ defer pa~mcnc on up IO $200 o( the XIO\-c characs "''1lhoul (N) 
mtercst foJ a pcnod not lo cxm:d one ) 'C2f 1K dr:fi::m:d dwges do DOl indudc Mil I 
pcmwsfbk 90CWlt) dcpoAu n:qu1rcd Pa)mc:rlls shaU be ~ · paid O\U a N.'d\-e 
month pcnod. lf-,· p,3)mcntsarcdd2)od. IDll:f'CSI shallacc:nlC from dlMdayforAW. {NJ 

a FJtgibtllt) ¥>111 be cs&ablrshcd bucd on die Amt a"llc:N. as digibl11ty for Llfdmc ,cmocs, (N) 
or througti the: addruoml ~ 16Ud m c. bdcM (N) 

b Appliant IN1Jl nee be a dcpc:nda,I few federal n:ornc in purpolCS. uak:ss he or she 11 

~ \ ,Wl 60 )QIS of agt 

c Applaan1 muSI be a.im:ntl) n:canng bcrld'lls from one ti the foUov.-c foar prognms 
admuuslctt:d by the W>·orruns: o..,wtmcn: of l-bhh and SocuJ Sm'K'CS. 

Supplcmcnu,.I S«unty Income (SSU 

Aid 10 Fanuhcs wnh Dq,cndcnt Chddn:n (AFDC) 

Foods...., 

t.o.· Jncomo Ene.1')' Auistaoo: Pros= (UEAP) 
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PUBLIC UTtlJT1ES 
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f n.s.m. Pn,eeea. evidmce .. lD dril actioaa. 
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nK'u&e UJ ~ i-.ued undff tbt pn,o,isioo. ofthi. Kl and ahal] ,_..... IUCh _.,._.'­
\blrd:ir, u may be pnecribld by law for limilar Ml"ric:N. Cl.a .. 1915, ch. HG, I 13: C.S. lt21, 
f 6515; R.5. 1131, f 14-163; C.B. 19", I 84-322; W.S. 1167. f 37--49.l 

c,-.,..._ _ ,....,..,.....o(aotit'I-· 
------lidtftU.pubm ■-iot---. 
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-tt 1•D-10ll0 1•28, Ul_..,...15, W..R.c.P. AJ.Jl2dut. 
Aa.-. a,.ALa~c..11.L,..___ 
~ . .. .....,.ricbt w~o(a4.l!a 

•· ... 
: ARTICLE S. 'IELEPHONE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

f 17-J..IOl. 'nalepbone ~ Pl"Oll'UI tteatioa.; diKow:,.t. 

{a) n. ~ lbalJ aclm.i.n&ic.- • i.a.phane ......_ ~ to prorida •Uciblt 
rwidaatiaJ ANCr11-n with • diac,a,unt iD lbt moothly charp for loc:aJ ucba,:ap euTXII lo the 
t,,l,r,pbootoetWOrtt. • ~ • . , ·· .. ,1 

(b) 1becl.uieow:itprvwidadb)'tbew~uaiat.aD,mprorramlh&ll be lbta:r-&,1.ral',. 



PUBLIC SERVlCE co~n,USSION 

'ftrw dol1-n Md 6ftJ ceni. ($3.50) per -lh b" uch elist"b\e 1Ubecriber; or 
,,.__,,t-_,,.toobtain the CILlt.chinc w&iTer1l'ail1ble under 1pplicab&eord,tn 

ft!Pladial flitbt r..r1ll C"OCDJDWUCltionl tommiuioc. 
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ftC!1iriac prorrua, ~ wbo ia .i.o namn,& an1 upanclad Nmot. a..w, 1991, ch. 
tJ 

--~tfordueouate. 
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••priauy- n..-1111 , ch. 106, f U 

T 
~ ~ rv.1-. 
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. IU 

' n-.r-.i,..i,-ta. 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY RT 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR DESIGNATION 
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CA~RIER 

ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING 

TC97-199 

On December 23, 1997. the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
{Convn1ss00) receNed a request from the above captioned telecommunications company 
requesttng des1gnat1on as an ehg1ble telecommun1cat1ons carrier. 

The Commtss10n electrorucally transm,tted notice of the fihng and the intervention 
deadhne to tnte<ested 1nd:Mduals and entJlies on December 23, 1997. with an intervention 
deadhne of December 29, 1997 No Petitions to Intervene were filed. 

The Comm1ssl0f"I has JU'lsdldlOf'l over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31 . 1nclud•ng 1-26-18, 1-26-19, 49-31-3. 49-31 -7. 49-31 -7.1. 49-31-11 , and 47 
USC § 214(e)(1 ) through (5) 

The issues at the nearing shall be as follO'NS ( 1) whether the above captioned 
telecommun1cat1ons company should be granted designation as an eligible 
te lecommumcat1ons earner, and (2) what service areas shall be eslabliShed by the 
Commission 

A hearing shall be held at 1 30 PM .• on Thursday. Marcil 26, 1998. in Room 412. 
State Capitol , P,erre, South Dakota. It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SOCL Chapter 1-26. AU parties have the right to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These rights and other due process rights shall be forfeited 
d nee exe<ased at the heanng tt you or you- representative rail to appear at the time and 
place set for the heanng, the Final Oecis,on will be based solely on the testimony and 
ev-.ce p,OVoded, d any. dosing the heanng"' a Final Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After the heanng the Commission will consider all evidence 
and tesunony that was pn,sented at the heanng The Conmssion will then enter Findings 
of Fact. Conduslons of Law and a Final 0ec,..,., regarding this matter. As a result of this 
heanng, the CommtsSIOll may either grant or deny the request from the above captioned 
telecommi.ncatlOl"ls company requesting designatK>n as an elig1ble telecommunications 
earner. and the Commission shall establish service areas for an eligible 
teleo:JrTmt.nc:a earner The Comm1ss1on's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state ClfOJrt Coun and the state Supreme Court as provided by law. It is therefore 

ORDERED that a heanng shall be held al the time and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above caplloned tekM::omm1X1icat1ons company should be 
granted des,gnatK>n as an ehgible lelecommunicauons carrier, and 'Nhat shall be the 
service area fOf" an ehg1t>ie lelecommun,callons carrier 



Pursuant 10 the Americans wilh Oisabihties Act, this heanng is being held in a 
physically accessible k>catt()(l. Please contact the Public Utilities Coovnission at 1-800· 
332-1782 at least 48 ton prior to the heamg W you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this ,2.s ,-e' day of March, 1998 

CfltTIACAT!OF1'JMCe: 

The uncNnlgr'«l ~ ciww. 1h11 .. 
docUl'l'Wltr.. ti.'l--,IOCll"f1410'!llpaotll&ol 
r-=cwdln.._dl:ldlll__..._,Ol'll'ltCIOC:at-­
lill t._ ...... or t11 .. C-.,....__,PftlPM't ....., .......... c...,.. P'ICl9IIS....., 

~ 

BY ORDER OF THE C~ISSION: 
CommissK>OEH'"$ Burg, Nelson ano 
Schoenfelder 



ASSOCIATED LEGAL GROUP, uc 
lt07u,,llolA-,S...205 
0,tyonno, ~ 12001 
T- (307) 632-2111 
F- (307) 612-2121 
[ -M,1 ~ 

RECEIVED 

APR ? 1998 

iOUTH >A A PUBLIC 
UTIL' IE SION 

April 23. 1991 

Harlan Best 
South Oak01.& Public Utititics Commission 
500 East Capitol Sum 
Picn-c SD S7501 

Re: Application of RT CommW1jcations., Inc., for 
Elil!iblc Carrier Status. Docket No. TC97-199 

Dear Mr. Best: 

truc,S. As,y 
Klid\S . ....... ·-·­--

In corwasations v.ilh Mr. Rich Coit of the Soulh Dakota lndependtnt Telephone 
Coalition. he bu indicaltd that ihcrc arc cmain i"'"" " iucb oecd to be lddn:ssed with respect to 
RT Communications' application for desia;mtion as an eligible carria-. 1 am writins dus letter to 
address thc:sc CWICCfflS in order to finalize the processina of this application. 

Fir11, I h1l\'c bcut asked 'oloncthcr RT Communications is wiUing to follow the South 
Dakota lifelirc!,and Linkup Programs.. mhcr than continue to use Wyomina's program as 
r<quesled. Although RT Commurucations would infer to mainwn ilS service in Wyoming and 
South Dokoca IS similar IS possible. the c:ompooy is "illing to follow South Dokoca's Lifeline 
and Linkup Prognuns iflhol is the desin: of the Commission. 

AJ to the d3.tc: "11ith which '4c 14oukf like 10 make the order effective, it had been our 
intc:n1 u, obtain the eligible- carrier apprD\'&I as of 1-1-91. Al lhis SlalC, howc..-er. if the Public 
Utilities Commission is not obtai4ing '4.ti\·crs retroactive to that date for other carriers. RT 
Communicalions """1d not n:qUOSl lhol that be accomplished on ilS behalf. Asswnably. NECA 
,.;u 1ml RT Communicatioru' srudy ..,. appropriucly and the ,<quest would not be necessary. 
If, in the futW'C such a request bccomc:s of more import. RT Communications will report this to 
the Commission. 

FinaUy. RT Communications would indicate to lM Commission that it has publicized its 
telephone- assislancc program IO con.swncrs in a newspaper of general circ.ulation which would 
ha\-c reached its South Dakota C'USlOfnm;. In addilion, notification of the program is contained i.n 



Harlan Best 
April 23. 1998 
Pagc2 

telephone directories. such lhat the customers have notice of lhc program. If lhc: Commission 
desires that additional efforts arc necessary to ad\·crtisc the availability of the program, RT 
Communications will comply with the Commission's request. 

If there , -e other documents or information that arc ncccssary to complete this 
application. I would invite your inquiry as to the &\·ailability of these documents.. and I will 
provide them to the Commission. In addition. if there arc any other questions conccming RT 
Communicalions or its service. I 'ft"OUld ask that you direct them to this office so that we might 
resolve the maner. 

BSA:ll<J 
cc: Dee Monsen 

David Clark 
Rich Coit 

Sincerely. 



ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER REQUEST 

Company: RT Communications, Inc: 

47CEB S4l0Ha\ 
I voice grade access to 

public switched nctw<><k 

k>ca.lusage 

dual tone ...iti-froquency 
signaling or its functional 
equal 

4 single party SCf'VICC or its 
functional equivalent 

access 10 emergency SCT'Vlces 

access to operator services 

7 access 10 in1ercxchangc service 

access to di recto y assistance 

9 toll limitation for qualifying 
low-n'ICOme consumers 

47C FR 54 40S and S4 411 
malcc avaii.blc Lifdmc and Link Up 
strACeS to qualifying low.income 
comumcn 

47 lJ SC 214lcX5) 
designate 5CtVicc area [by NXX I 

47 USC 214(c)OXU} 
ad,'ffl1sc services exchange w,de 

Docket Number: TC97-199 

Application 
12/23/97 

-toll blocking is prO\'idcd 
-can no1 provide toU conttol. 

for that .service area established by 
1hc: SDPUC in its C of A 
(TC94 -00S, issued 10/ 11/97) 

will ad11rrsusc the availibility of 
such services and the charges 
therefore: using media of general 
distribution 

Suppletnet1tal Response 
12/29/97 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes, to all SD customers 

Yes. where the locality has 
implemented it 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

as adopted on Sn/97 as 
pan of the FCC US 
Repon and Order in CC-
96-45 

oOlh byG Dye 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY RT 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR DESIGNATION 
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIER 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-199 

On December 23. 1997, the Pubhc Uhhl1es Comm1sston (Comrruss,on) received a request 
for de~nat,on as an ebg1ble telecommun1cat1ons camer {ETC) from RT Communieahons. Inc. (RT 
Commun,eationr ) RT Communicat10ns requested designation as an et.g,~ telecommunicattons 
carrier within lhfl local exchange area that constitutes IIs serv,ce area tn South Dakota 

The Commss,on electronically transmitted notice of the fl6,ng and the vrtervenban deadline 
10 interested ind1v1duals and entIttes No person °' entrty filed to intervene By ordef dated March 
23, 1998, the Comnnsaon set the heaMg for this man&r for 1 30 pm . on Man:::h 26. 1998, in Room 
412, State Capitol , Pierre, South Dakota 

The heaMg was held as .scheduled Tht Comrnss,on tOOk the matter IA"ldef advisement and 
asked for additional informabon At t1s May 28, 1998, meeting, the Commission granted ETC 
designahon to RT Commun1eat,ons and designated 11s study are11 in South Dakota as its SeMCe 

area 

Based on the evidence of rec:orct the Comm1sston enters the folb.Mng F1nd1ngs of Fad and 
ConcluSIOOS of Law 

FINCNNGS OF FACT 

1 On December 23, 1997, the Comm1u10n teeefYed a request for deStgnahon as an ETC 
from RT CommunlCJ 'tons RT Commumcat10ns requested de5JQnat10n as an ETC Within the locaJ 
e•c:hange areas that consti1ute its servk:e area in South Dakota RT Communications serves the 
following ex.change ~ South Dakota East Newcastle 

2 Pursuant to 47 U.S C § 21 4(e}(2), lhe Commission Is required to deMgnate a common 
earner that meets the requirements of section 214'(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Comm1ss10n 

3 Pursuant to 47 U.S C. § 214(e)( 1). a common canier that is designated as an ETC is 
tdlgib6e to recetve lrllVersal serv,c:e suppon and shall, throughout its serv,ce area, offer tt.e Jet'Vices 
that are supported by federal universal servtee support mechanisms erther using rts own facilities 
or a combll"latJon of rts CMn fac:itities and resale of another earner's serv,ces The earner must also 
advenise the availability of such services and the rates for the servtces using media or general 
d1stnbut10n 

• The Federal Commun.cations Commission (FCC) has des,gnated the fotklwtng services 
or fund1onalit1es as those supponed by federal universal service support mechanisms· (1) VOtCe 

grade aa:ess to the pubic SW!tched netwotk, (2) local usage: (3) dual tone multi--frequency signaling 
or its funcbonal equal, (4) single party service or rts functional equivalent, (5) access to emergency 
services: (6) access to operator services, (7) access to interexchange service, (8) access to 
directory assistance, and (9) toll hmrtat10n for quahfymg low-income consumers 417 C F.R § 
54 101 (•) 



5 As part of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC 1s required to make available Lifehne and 
unk Up services to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 54.405, ◄7 C.F.R. § 54 .◄ 11 . 

6 RT Communicalions offers voice grade access to the public switched netwofk to all 
consumers throughout Its service area 

7 RT Corrrnlncabons offers k>cal exchange seMCe including an amoont of k>cal usage free 
of per minute charges to all consumers throughout i1s service area. 

B RT Communtealions offers dual tone mutti-frequenc:y signaling to all consumers 
throughout i1s service area. 

9 RT Communications offers single party service lo all consumers throughout its service 
area ,n South '"lakota 

10 RT CornmurllCatlOl'ls offers access to emergency services to all consumers throughout 
i1s serv,ce area whe:e !he loealrty has imp:emented i1 

11 RT Corrrnlncabons offers access to operator serv ices to all consumers throughout its 
se<v1Ce area 

12 RT Communications offers access to interexchange set'Vices lo all consumers 
througnout Its service area. 

13 RT CofTmunicattons offers access to directory assistance to all consumers throughout 
its serv,ce area. 

14 One of the Sl"rvices required to be provided by an ETC to qualifying kPN-income 
consumers is 1011 limtlatton. 47 C.F.R. § S4.101(a}(9) Toll limitation consists of either toll blocking 
or IOI control for carriers that are incapa!H of providing both services. 47 C.F .R. § S4 400(d). RT 
Cornmtncations offeB toll bbckilg to II c:onswners ttr-•igtlOUI its service area but cannot currently 
offer toa control 

15 With respect to the obtigation to advertise lhe avadabitity of services supported by lhe 
federal unrversal servtce support mechanism and the charges for those services using media of 
general distnbution, RT Communications stated that it wm advertise the availability of its local 
exchange services and the charges for those services in medlll of general distribution throughout 
its service area 

16. RT Communk:ations asked 10 be aflowed to offer the Lifeline and Link Upqt seMCas in 
acconSance with the Wyoming progn,ms. The Wyoming pn,grom matcl1es the ,_ cntdit5 but 
has more restrictive eligibility requirements. The Commission has authorized the Lifeline and Link 
Up service dilcounts to be given in accordance with ◄7 C .F.R. §§ 5◄ .400 to 5◄ .417, inclusive. 

17 RT ComrrN.nc:ations dtd not request, el this time, that the Commission obtain a waiver 
from !he FCC to aBow RT CommunicatJons lo receive ETC status retroac:tive lo January 1, 1998. 

18 The Comnn.sion finds that RT Communications o.mently provides and will continue to 
provwJe the f~ MMCes or functionalities throughout its service area. (1) voice grade access 
lo the publK: switched.......,., (2) local usage; (3) dual lone muiti-trequency signaling; <•> slngle­
p,any service, (5) access to emergency services, (6) aeceu to operator services: (7) acc.ess to 
inlerexchange service: (8) access to directory assistance: and (9) toll blocking for qualifying low­
income consumers 



19 The ComrmsStOn finds thal RT CommunteatlOM must provtde Lifeline and Unk Up 
programs 10 qualffy;ng customers ttvoughout its serv,ce are. in South Dakota in aa:ordance with 
,47 C F R §§ 54 400 to 54.417, indusr\le, and arr, CommlsStOn imposed reqt11rements 

20 The Commtssion finds tha1 RT Con'Wnunteabons SNll advertise the avaitablrty of the 
services suppof1ed by the federal untverul servtee support mer-t,anism and the charges therefor 
throughout its setVtee area using media of general dtslnbubon o..oe each year The Commission 
further finds that rf the rate for any of the ~ supponed by the federal universal service support 
mechan.sm c."wnoes. the new rate must be advertised uS&ng media of general distribution. 

21 Pursuant to .(7 USC § 214(e)(5). the Comm1sst0n designates RT Communications' 
current sludy area .,, South Dakota as Its service area 

CONCLUSIONS Of LAW 

1 TheCommssoi hasjl.#lsdic:t,on over this matlerpunuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26. 49-31 . 
and47USC §21-C 

2 Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(2), the Commission is required to designate a common 
earner thal meets lhe requirements of section 214{e)(1) as an ETC for a MMCe area designated 
by the Comm,ssion 

3 Pursuant to 47 USC. § 21 ◄ {e){1) , a comma,.. i 1rrier that 1s designated as en ETC is 
etiglble to receive~ service suppott and shall, throu1 out its sel'Vice aru, offer the MMC.es 
that are supported by fedefaj un;ve,y1 semce support m.,chanisms either us,ng its own fdties 
or a comt>inabon of its own faalities and resale of another carrier's set'Vices. The carrier must lllso 
advert,se lhe availabihty of such services and the rates for the serw:es using media of ~ 
distribution 

4 The FCC has des,gnated the folowlng services or function.Mties as those supported by 
federal unr\lersal servtee support mechanisms· (1) voice grade access to the public switched 
ne1wo111;, (2) loc.al usage, (3) dual lone mutb-frequency s,gnaAing or its func:bonal equal: (4) singM 
party set\108 or rt., funetionat equivalent; (5) access 10 emergency services; (6) access to operator 
services ; (7) access 10 lnterexchange HMCe; (8) access to diredory assistance; and {9) toll 
Hrmtation for qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R § 54.101(•). 

5 As par1 of ks ~igations as an ETC, an ETC is required lo make available Ufeine and 
Link Up services to qualifying low-income consumeB 47 C F.R. § 54.405, 47 C.F.R. § 54 41 t . 

6 RT Communications has met the requrrements of 47 C.F.R. § 54 101(a). 

7. RT CornrnJnk:ation shall provide Lrl'eline and Link Up programs to quaHfying customers 
throughout tts service area consistent with 47 C F.R. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, indusive. and any 
Commission imposed reql•irements. 

8. RT Communications shall advenise the availability of the services supported by lhe 
federal universal seMOe supp0f1 mechanism and the charges therefor using media of general 
dislributlon once each year. If the rate for any of the services supported by the federal universal 
service support mechanism changes, the new rate shall be adver1ised using media of general 
d!Slnbution. 

9. Pursuant lo 47 U.S.C § 214(e)(5), the Commission designates RT Communications' 
current sludy area in South Dakota as its service area 



1 0 The Commissk>n designates RT Communications as an eligible lelec:cmmunications 
carrier for rts service area in South Dakota 

It Is Iherefore 

ORDERED, that RT Communica:ions' current study area in South Dakota is designated as 
its service area; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that RT Communications shall follow the advertising requirements 
as hsted above: ar:d it is 

FURTHER OPDERED, that RT Communications is designated as an eligible 
telecommunications carrier for its seMCe area in South Dakota. 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE lhat lrns Clrd«was <Uyonten,don the .1.2!!:.. day of June, 1998. 
Pursuant to SOCL 1~26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days: after the dale of receipt or failure to 
accept delivery of the decision by the parties. 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota , this / 'id day of June, 1998. 

Tht~,...,,.~ir. .. 
~,_l:INll_,..IDOllf\CIO'lllpniN,al 
1-,J.-. .. clllldia. •.._.C1111 11'11dOdllll..-­
• • t1¥ flCMftlllO' li,,-. _'""- _..~ 

-:-;r-~~-
- ~ ,;+/--'z""J __ 
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