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Nebcom, Inc. pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 C.F.R. 54.201 hereby seeks designation as an eligible lelecommunicanons 
carrier within the local exchange area that constitutes its service area. Nebcom. Inc. is the facilities-based local exchange 

TC97-179 I carrier presenUy providing local exchange talacommurucations services in the fo llowing exchange. (605) 587 North Bnstow I 11105197 
Nabom, Inc .• to its knowledge, is the only carrier today providing local exchange telecommunlcalions seMce in the above 
e•ch_a_nge arel!,_ (Staff: HBIK-C\ 

Red R iver Telecom, Inc. pursuant to 47 USC. 21 4(e) and 47 C F.R. 5-4 .201 he1eby seeks designabon as an eligible 
lelecommunk:ations carrier 'Mthin the local exchange au:ia !hat constrtutn its service area in South Dakota Red R.ver 

11121197 

11121197 TC97-HIO I Telecom. Inc. is the facilities-based local exchange carrier prnentty prCMding local ••change telecommurucabons se,v,ces 111/051971 
WI !he tollc,,,wig exchange in SoUltl Dakota: (605) 553 South l.dgefwood. Red R.ver T e1ecom. Inc • to its knowledge. IS lhe only 
carrier today Dfovlding local exchange lelacommunicabOns seMCe in the above exchange area (Staff HBICH) • --'----'---- -

TC97-178 

FORMAL COMPLAINT FILED 

Ben Holer vs U S 'NEST Convnurw:tllkwls, Inc "We we WI southern ~k Counry on the northern end of the Huron area phone 
line served by US WEST. We experience ffequenl phone serw:e outages. These most often happen when there is a weatner 
change. The seMCemen lall us that wind drives In snow and dirt In Iha boxes, or a drop ol mocstura whtch shorts out circuits 
Mica atso have caused outages by being in the boxes.. Also, the servicemen lell us the relay equipment is of tho oldest sryte, 
seldom found in use any more. Our internet connections are slow The majonty (33 of 50 connections) a,e ,n the 12,00 to 
16,800 bps range. The low capaaty ol the phone lines may also rela te to hna noise and weak phone 111gnals we expenence 
There a,e no more phone lines available lor our use to our !arm Toda'(s ag,i-busmess ope,abOn rs ,et)'lng 1ncreaS1ngly on 
rapid communication to do business. On one phone line we have phone, lax and 1nterne1, a larmty residence, a fa,m11anch 
lhal produces a hall million dollars of ag. products annually, and a farm/ranch Bed & B1eaklast11a1m vacabOn busmess 
(possibil«y farm): I ask lhal the PUC grant the following rel'ief· "PUC should mandate that US WEST update lhe bnes 1n our 
a,ea so that we can opente out ag business. tounsm buslneu and personal busmess 1n an expedient manne, We need rwo 
more lines which tut Qftffnltv unavailable to 00' larm." (Staff SW/CH 

10129197 NA 
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Public Uuhru:~ Cc.mm1ss1on 
St2tc Capito l SCIO E. Capitol 

Thl:M-ttlel .. OffflU'lic.MlonlJ MfYk9 fllings~ U.ComnlHIOftNII ~ lor ll'MI pe,IOd CW. 

Pierre, SD 57501-5070 10/ 31 /97 through 11 / 06/97 
Pho ne: (800) 332- 1782 
p,., (6051 773-J80'J 
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DOCKET TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 
DATE INTERVENTION 

NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Appicalion by Vesta Communications, Inc. I« a Certiftcate of Authority to operate as a telecommunications company within the 

TC97-173 
state of South Dakota. {Staff: TSICH) "Applicanl seeks authority to offer a full range of 1 • inlerexchange telacommunicabOr.s 10131197 11121197 
services on a resale basis. Specitlcat ly, Applic:anl seeks authority lo provide MTS, oul-WATS. in-WATS and Call1ng Card 
services. A.....iicanl does not Intend lo orovide 0011rator services 900 or 700 services.-

Application by NTI Telecom. Inc. for a Certiftcate of Authority 10 operate as a telecommun.cations company Within the state of 

TC97-174 South Dakota. (Staff: TSh(C} "Applicant propoNS to offer resold lntra5tate long distance services lo the public .. The seMCes 10/31197 11121/97 

to be ~ovidad are ••-----e Toll Service 1-......unn 800 Travel Card services and 0....,rator Services." 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILING 

TC97-175 

US WEST Communications filed to revise the language for Termination Liability Charges In the General Regutations section 
ol its Exchange end Network Services Tariff. (Statf: TS/CH) The reason lor !he change is 'lo put !he cha,ge In the contracts 
lorlhes .... cific services. USWC oro~ an effective date of December 1. 1997 -

10131197 11121197 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative puf'Sl.lant to 47 U.S.C. 214{e) and 47 C.F.R. 54.201 hereby seeks designabon as an 
eligible telecommunications carrier within the local exchange area that conslituln its service a,ea in South Dakota . D,ckey 

TC97-178 
Rural Telephone Cooperative is the facilities-based local exchange cerrier presently providing local exchange 11103197 11/21197 
telecommunlcalions services In the foUO'Mng exchanges In South Dakota: (60S) 358 South Forbes. (605) 379 South Nelvik, 
(605) 383 South Guelph, and {605) 687 Sooth Venturia. Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative , to its knowledge, is the only 
carrier toda , nrovid]n- local exchantie telecommunications service In the abo\/e eachanne a,ea. IStatl· HBJKCI 

Odtay Rural Corrvnu,alions, Inc. pursuanl to 47 U.S.C. 214{a) and 47 C.F.R. 54.201 hereby seeks designation as an ellg,ble 
telecommunlcalions carrier Within the local exchange area that constitutes its service area in South Dakota. Dickey Rural 

TC97-177 
Communications. Inc. is the laci&ities-basad local exchange carrier prr.•ntly providing local exchange telecommunlcabons 11/03197 11121/'li 
seNioes in lhO 10Uo¥Mg exchanges in South Dakota: (605) 259 South Ashley. (605) 346 South Ellendale, and (605) 735 South 
Forman. Dickey Rural Communications, Inc .• to its knowledge, is the only carrier today providing local exchange 
1-1---mmun ·· n- In h · _...._,,. •• h---- ,,,.,. ,,.,_ .. : H•>..,.,., 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIERS: 

DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

DICKEY RURAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

NEBCOM, INC. 

RED RIVER TELECOM, INC. 

VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FARMERS MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE TELEPHONE 
AUTHORITY 

CONSOUDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

CTC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING 

lC9M11 

TC97-1TT 

TC97-179 

TC97-1IO 

TC97-182 

TC97-183 

TC97-184 

TC97-185 

TC97-188 

The South Dakota Public Utililies Commission (Commlsslon) received requests from !he 
above captioned telecommunications companies requesting designation as eligible 
telecom1T,unlcatK>ns caniers. 

The Commissk>n electtooicalty transmitted notice of the fil ings and the inteNentlon deadlines 
lo interested individuals and entities. 



The Commission has 1urisd1chon over this mailer pursuant lo SOCL Chapters 1·26 and 4g. 
31 , including 1·26- 18, 1·26-19, 4g.31 .3, 49-31 -7, 4g.31.7 1, 49-31 - 11 , and 47 U.S C § 214(e)(1) 
through (5) 

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows (1) whether !he above captioned 
Ielecommumcat1ons companies should be granted designation as elrg1bte Ielecommumcations 
earners. and (2) what service areas shall be esIab1tshed by the Comm1ss1on 

A heanng shall be held at 1.30 PM , on Tuesday, December 2. 1997, In Room 464 , Stale 
Capitol. Pierre , Soulh Dakola II shall be an adversary proceeding conducted pursuant to SOCL 
Chapter 1·26 All parties have lhe right to be present and to be represented by an attorney. These 
rights and other due process rights shall be forfeited if not exercised at the hearing. If you or your 
represental ive fa il to appear at !he t ime and place set for the heanng, the Final Decision will be 
based solety on the testimony and evidence provided, if any, during the hearing or a Final Decision 
may be issued by default pursuant to SOCL 1·26-20. After the hearing the Commission will consider 
all evidence and teslimony that was presented at the hearing. The Commission will then enter 
F'lndings of Fact, Condusions of Law, and a Final Decisk>n regarding this matter. As a result of this 
heanng, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above captioned 
telecommunications companies requesting designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier, 
and lne Commission shall establish service areas for e1igib~ telecommunications carriers. The 
Comm1ss1on's decision may be appealed by the par1ies to the state Cira.iii Court and !he state 
Supreme Court as provided by law. It is therefore 

ORDERED that a heanng shall be held at the hme and ptaee specified above on the Issues 
of whether the above capOoned telecommunications companies should be granted designation as 
eligible telecommumcahons camers, and the Commission shall establish service areas for etigibfe 
telecommunications camers 

Pursuant to the Amencans with Disabilities Act, this hearing Is being held in a physk:.ally 
accessible locat1un Please contact the Pu~ic utilities Commission at 1-800-332-1782 at least 48 
hours prior to the heanng If you have speaaJ needs so arrangements can be made to accommodate 
you 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _Jj_ day of November, 1997. 

CEATtf lC'-TE Of' SERVICE 

The ~ hlftoy c:«111'1,n 1N11 it-. dOCUl'Mtlt ,__,_.,.,__,.,,."4'0" .. P9'0ftot 
rKO"d 1r1 i,,..oocnt. •.i.edonll'ltOOCMt..vai 
i..t. ~ l~ Of ~ fnt ~ l'Nll. lrl ~ ~rr7 MII CNrgftP,IOlldlhef.on 

.,. r1Jf.i;,z;vn,(d~ 
""· , 11 l-21/rz 

I 

BY ORDER DF THE COMMISSION. 
Commissioners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfe lder 

w~/ 
Executive Director ~ 
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OF THE STATE OF SOU TH DAKOTA 

--------------------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

RECEIVED 
1 
: DEC O 5 1997 
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!SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
I UTILITIES COMMISSION 
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P R O C E E P I N G S 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Okay. I'll begin the hearing 

for the dockets re l ating to eligible telecommunications 

designation. The t ime is approximately 1:30, it would 

5 be about 1:40. The date is December 2nd, 1997; and the 

loca tion of the hearing is Room 464, State Ca pi tol, 

Pierre, South Dakota. 

I am Jim Burg, Commission Chai r man . 

9 Commissione rs Laska Schoenfelder and Pam Nel son are 

10 also present. I'm presiding over this hearing. This 

11 hearing was noticed pursuant co the Commission's Order 

12 For and Notice of Hearing issued November 21, 1997 . 

13 The issue at this hearing shall be as 

14 f ollows: Whether the requesting telecommunications 

15 companies should be granted designat ion as eligible 

16 telecommunication car r ien, ; and, t wo, wha t service 

17 areas shall be established by the Commission. 

18 All parties have the right to b e present and 

19 to be represented by an a ttorn ey. All persons so 

20 testifying wi ll be s worn i n and subject to 

21 cross-examinati o n by the parties. The Commission's 

22 f i nal decisions may be appealed by the parties to the 

23 Stat~ Circuit Court and State Supreme Court. 

24 Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 

25 counsel. She may provide recommended rulings on 
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procedural and evidentia ry matters. The Commission ma y 

2 overrule its counsel's prel iminary rulings throughout 

the hearir,g . If not overruled , the preliminary rulings 

will become the final rulings. 

And at this time I wil l t u rn it over to 

Rolayne f o r the hea r ing. 

MS. WIES T: Let's start wit h TC9 7-1 76 . First 

8 of all , Ri ch, who are you representing today? 

MR. COIT : I'm appearing for four of the 

10 companies listed in ~he order for the Notice of He aring 

11 and t ha t is Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative . Dickey 

12 Rural Communications, In c .• Red River Telecom, Inc . • 

13 and Ch eyenne River Sioux Tr i be Telephone Authority . 

14 MS. WIEST: Is anyone else representing the 

15 o cher c ompa ni es? Apparently not. 

1 6 

l 7 

MR. HOSECK: Not to my knowledge. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. Well, let's take 

18 appearances. Rich, y o u've already en t ered your 

19 appearance. S taff. 

20 

21 staff. 

22 

MR. HOSECK: Cam r on Hoseck on behalf of 

MS. WIEST: We'll begin with TC97•176. First 

23 of all, I have one exhibit listed. Can we have a 

24 motion to move that exhibit in? 

25 MR. CO IT : Yes . On behalf o f Dickey Rura l 
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Telephone Cooperative, I would move for the adm i ttan c e 

i nt o the record of Ex hibit No . 1, wh ich is th e i r 

r equest for ETC designation and dated Oc t o ber 28 , 1997. 

MS. WIE ST: Any o b j e c ti o n ? 

MR . HOSECK: No o bject ion. 

MS . WIEST: If not , that ha s been adm itted . 

7 Are there any questions concerning this d ocket? Do you 

ha v e anythi ng to add? 

MR . COIT: I don't h av e anything to add 

10 beyond the application . I be lieve they responded t o 

11 the single party service question adequately, and also 

12 I hope the y've respo nded t o the toll cont rol to the 

13 Commis sion's satisfaction . 

14 MS. WIEST: Yes . My onl y question is they 

15 didn't have a t i me frame, so I assume it would be the 

16 o n e- year waive r for toll control? 

17 MR. COIT: Yeah . I spo ke wi th Roger Johnson, 

18 who is the manager f o r Dickey Rura l Co -op and Dickey 

19 Rural Communic ations, yesterday and he indicated that a 

20 one- year wa i ver would be j us c fine . 

21 

22 

MS. WIE ST: Okay . Is there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant approval 

2 3 of Dickey Rural Telephone Co-op's ETC request wic h the 

24 t wo waivers . 

25 MS. WIEST: I'm s o rry, I believe I thought ac 
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t his time we were only doing waiver s and we were going 

o do all he approvals next the 11th. 

CHAIR MAN BURG: You're right. I'll move we 

grant the waivers for both the single party service 

5 and - -

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: We don't need a 

7 wa 1ver for single party, I believe. 

MS . WIEST: We o nly need the one- y e ar toll 

9 control . 

10 

11 

12 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Yeah , o ne - year toll control. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'd co ncur. 

13 MS. WI EST : Let's go to TC97-177. And I have 

1 4 c. n e exhibit. 

15 MR. COIT: Yes . And I would at this time 

16 make a motion to admit into the record the request for 

17 ET C designation of Di c key Rural Communic at ion s, Inc . , 

18 wh ic h has been marked Exhibit 1, which 1s also dated 

19 October 28th, 1997. 

20 

21 

22 

MS. WIEST: Any objection? 

MR. HOSEC K: None . 

MS. WIEST: If not, it ' s been admitted. Any 

23 questions conce rning this d ocket ? If not, I believe 

2 4 thia docket needs a one-year waiver on toll control. 

25 le there a motion? 
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CO MMI SSIONER NELSO N: I'd move that we grant 

2 a waive r f o r the toll control in TC97 - 177. 

COMMISSIONER SC HOENFELDER : Seconded. 

CHA t RMAN BURG: Co n c ur . 

MS. WIEST: We 'l l mo ve on to TC97-179 . 

have t wo exhibits. Is there a motion? 

COM MISSIONER NELSON : No wa i vers? 

MS. WIEST: Wo uld staff c are to move thes e 

1n? 

10 MR. HOS ECK: Yeah, l • 11 make a mot ion to move 

11 in the r equest for ETC designation on behalf of Nebcom 

12 I nc., and a supplemental affidavit of November 24, 

13 1 997 . 

MS . WIE ST: And those would be Exhibits 1 and 

15 2. Any objection? If n ., t, they are admitted. And for 

1 6 th is , my understanding is that all they need is the 

17 one-year waiver for the toll control. 

18 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. And 1 

19 wou ld move we grant the one-year waiver for toll 

20 control to Nebcom in TC97 • 179. 

21 

22 

23 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll second it. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: And I concur. 

MS. WIEST : Mov ing on to TC97-180. I have 

2 4 one exhibit in this docket . Is there a motion? 

2 5 MR . COIT: Yes . Ri c hard Coit on behalf of 
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Red River Telecom, Inc. I woul d move to admit their 

request for ET C designation marke d Exhibit No. 1, wh ic h 

is dated November 3rd, 1997. I would als o note that I 

spoke wi th Mr. Arden Doran, and he is ag r eeable or 

S would request the one-year wai ver wit h respect to toll 

6 control services. 

MS . WIEST : Any objec t ion to Exhibit l? 

MR. HOS ECK : No objection. 

MS . WI EST: If not, it.' S been admit.Ced. le 

10 there a motion? 

11 CH AIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a o n e-yea r 

12 waiver o f toll control fo r Red Riv e r Telecom, Inc. 

13 

14 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENF ELDER : Con c ur. 

15 MS . WIEST: We''l move on to TC97- 18 2. 

16 have t wo exhibits. Is the r e a motion? 

1 7 MR. HOSECK : I woul d move the request for ETC 

18 de signation on behalf of Valle y Telep h one Company. 

19 This is Novemb er 10, 1997, a nd a supplemental affidavit 

20 of December l, 1997, into evidence. 

21 MS . WIEST: Any object.ion? If not, it's been 

22 admitted. And this application als o needs the o n e - year 

23 waiver for toll control. 

24 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a one-yea r 

25 wa!ver of toll control to Valley Telephone Company . 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I second . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Then I'll move on to TC97 - l83. 

hav e two exhibits - - three exhibits. 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Three. 

MR. HOSECK: I would move the request for ETC 

7 des i gnati o n o n behalf of Farmers Mutual Telephone 

8 Compa n y of November 10, 1997, and a supplement a l 

affi d a v i t o f November 2 6 th, 1997, into evidence. 

10 MS. WIEST: Is the re any objec ti on to 

11 Ex hi b i ts l through 3? If not, they've been adm itted . 

12 MR . HOSECK: Excuse me, the re is a cle ri c al 

13 t h i ng. We a ctually have three affidavits , three 

1~ exh i b i ts. I onl y mentio ned two. There is another 

15 supplemental affidavit that I wo u ld move in of No vember 

16 18, 1991. 

17 MS . WIEST: Okay. I have Exhibits 1, 2 and 

18 3. Any o b jec t ion? If no t , t h e y have been admitted. 

19 And in this instance I believe they need a wai ver on 

20 t ol l c ontrol. It d id n 't request a specific t ime 

2 1 period, but I' d recommend the o ne - yea r waiver. 

22 CO MMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I wo uld move that 

2 3 we grant a waiver for toll cont r ol for o n e year to 

24 Farmers Mutual Telephone Company, wh ich is TC 9 7 - 183. 

25 MS. WIE ST: At this p oi n t we will g o to 



• 

• 

• 

1 0 

l TC97-1 8 5. And this d ocket, I be li ev e , I have one 

ex hi b it. Is there a mo tion ? 

MR. HOSECK: I would move the request for ETC 

de si gnation o n behalf o f Consolidated Tele ph o n e 

S Coo perat i ve, dated November 17, 1997, into evidence . 

10 

MS. WI EST: Is there a ny o bjection? If not , 

i t' s bee n admitted . Again, in this one the y didn' t 

specifi cally request a t i me period, but I'd recommend 

the o ne - year waiver on the toll control . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a one - year 

11 wa ive r o f to l l contro l c o Consol i dated Telephone 

12 Coo perat i ve. 

13 

14 

COMMISSI ON ER NELS ON: I'd seco nd. 

COMMISSI ON ER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

15 MS . WIEST : The n we g o to TC97-186, and I 

1 6 hav e Lwo exh i bits. I s there a mot i on? 

17 MR. HOSECK: I would move the request for ETC 

1 8 des i gnation on beh a lf of CTC Communications, Inc., into 

1 9 evidence, t he request being dated November 17 , 1997, 

20 and the supp leme n t to that of Nove mber 26th, 1997. 

2 1 wo uld move both of those into evi d ence. 

22 MS . WIE ST: Any ob j ec t ion? If not, they 've 

23 been admitted . Aga in, they are r equesting wa i ver from 

2 4 t oll control. No time per iod was speci fied . I'd 

25 re commend the one year . 
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CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a one- y e ar 

2 wa iver of toll control for CTC Communications , 

Incorporated. 

COMMISSIONER NELS ON: Second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: At this time I guess we'll go of f 

the record and wait f or further i nf o rmation o n 

8 TC97 - 184. 

10 

( AT THIS TIME A SHORT RECESS WA S T A KEN. ) 

MS. WIEST: Let's g o ba ck o n t h e reco rd . 

11 TC97 - 1 84. At th is time I have one exhibit. 

12 MR. COIT: Ye s. This is Richard Coi t 

13 repres enting CRST today . In add ition to that e xhib it, 

14 I think there was a moti ? n that at to rneys for Cheyenne 

15 River Sioux Tr ibe had filed asking for the mot ion to 

16 take some adm ini strative noti ce. 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Yes. 

MR . COI T: And I'd app reci ate i t if you could 

19 rul e o n that as well. 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

is there 

MS. 

any 

MR. 

MS . 

MR . 

MS . 

WIEST : 

o b jection 

HOSECK: 

WI EST: 

HOSECK: 

WIEST: 

Okay . First of al 1, Exhibit l, 

to Exhi bit l being admitted ? 

That ' s the application ? 

That's the app lication . 

No objection. 

If not, i t has be en adm i tted . 
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The n i s there any c omment on the motion for 

2 admi n i s ra ive no ti c e o f related proc e e dings? 

MR . HOSECK: Yes. Staff wo uld resist the 

motion o n t he bas i s that the motion c alls for the 

5 Co~m1 s si on t o rev i e w the entire procee d ings in the 

TC 94-122 case, which is the sale of e x c hanges, as the 

7 gro unds for granting the ETC des ignation. The basis of 

re si st i ng h 1s i s lhat it's a burdensome request which 

1s pla ce d upo n the Commiss i on to go through t hat ent i re 

10 re co rd to extract tho se facts. And , secondly , J . D. 

11 Willi ams has submitted an aff i davit dated No vember 13, 

12 1 997, which does set out, at least for the most part, 

13 the ability of t h e Cheyenne River Telephone Authorit y 

14 t o meet these requ i rements. So the o bject io n is 

15 res i sted on the bas is of it ' s burde ns ome and i t's 

16 redundant in that the evidence i s already in the record 

17 by reason of Mr . Will i ams' affidavit . 

18 MS . WIEST: We ll. on th e issue of burdensome, 

19 actually in their application they do reference 

20 s p e c ific page numbers in exh i bits, so I don 't believe 

21 that it is necessar i ly burdensome. It may be that th e 

2 2 affidavit d oes cove r all this, but I wou l d recommend 

23 Lhat the 

24 

25 

Commission grant t he motion. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The motion to do what again? 

MS . WIEST : Motion for administrative notice 
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of other p rocee d ings . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we d o g ra nt 

administrative not ice. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELS ON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOE NFELDE R: I can concur, I 

6 guess. I think it is pro bably redundant bu t it's 

? okay. 

MS . WIEST: Okay. That's been granted three 

to zero. And then the ot her point I would make is that 

10 r eading the affidavit by Mr. Will i ams, it is 

11 conf us ing. I be li eve he references toll blocking when 

12 he actually means toll control. And I would l ike that 

13 to be clarified in a late • filed exhibit. Plus, another 

14 clarification needs to be made concerning Lifeline and 

15 Link Up services . Specifically , that as wi th the other 

16 par ties have stated that Cheyenne River will comply 

17 with the FCC rules regarding Lifeline and Link Up 

18 services. Is there a nything else? And if those t wo 

19 clarifications could b e made with in a late-filed 

20 exhibit, the Commission will consider that late - filed 

21 exhib i t and i n tends to rule on all ETC app lications on 

22 December 11th . Are there any questions? Anyth ing from 

23 s to f f on that? 

2 , 

25 

MR. HOSECK: Noth i ng fur ther fr o m staff. 

MS. WIEST: Does staff have any witnesses? 
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MR. HOSECK: Yee. Staff has a witness, 

Harlan Best, who I woul d call to the stand at this 

time. 

HARLA.N DIST , 

14 

called as a wi tness, b eing first duly sworn, 

was examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EX AMINAT ION 

BY MR . HOSECK: 

And for purposes of the record, Mr. Best, 

10 testimony will be directed to all of the applicants of 

11 thi s proceeding as it's noticed to date. I have an 

12 e xh i b it which has been marked as Staff's Exhibit 1, 

13 which I have distributed to the Commission at this time 

14 and I wil l move into evide.1ce j ust a little bit later. 

15 State your name for the record, please . 

16 

17 

18 

A. 

o. 
A. 

Harlan Best . 

What 's your job? 

I am deputy director of fixed utilities with 

19 the Public Utilities Commission, South Dakota. 

20 Q. And are you familiar with the dockets as are 

21 noti,·ed in today's proceeding for applications for 

22 eligible telecommunications ca rriers ? 

23 

24 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

And are those the same companies that are 

25 listed on Staff Exhibit No . 1? 
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Yes. A . 

Q. And could y o u explain br i efly for the record 

what Staff Exhibit No. l is? 

A. Exhibit 1 is a compilati on of the respective 

5 eligible telecommunications carriers· requests that are 

6 before the Commission t o day. 

Q . Do you have any corrections or additions that 

8 you wish to make to Staff Exhibit No. 1? 

A. I believe the o ne fer col umn under Cheyenne 

10 River Sioux Tribe Telephone Author ity, I believe it's 

11 correct as stated. But the Commission has requested 

12 further information from CRST, specifically from the 

13 manager , J. 0. Wil li ans, which would clarify the toll 

14 control and the CRST's i:tent to implement Lifeline, 

15 Link Up. 

16 MR. HOSECK: Okay. With that correcti o n, or 

17 w1ch that cl arification. I would move Staff Exhibit No . 

18 l into the record. 

19 MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, it's been 

20 admitted. 

21 Okay. With regard to the applicants as 

22 noticed in these proceedings today, have you rev ie wed 

23 their ability to meet the c riteria set forth i11 47 

24 C.F.R. Section S<.lDl(a)? 

25 A . Yes. Each of the companies did respond to 
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those, to the nine items set forth under that 

requirement. 

And with regard to the Lifeline and Link Up 

requirement, was there a response from all of the 

applicants on that? 

A. Yes, there was. 

Q. And with regarding the designating of a 

service area, was there a response from the applicants 

9 on that issue? 

l 0 A . Yes. The Respondents -- or the applicants 

1 1 stated the excha nges and the prefixes where the ETC 

12 request would apply. 

13 Q. An d with reg ard to the advertising of 

1 4 services that might be available on an exc hang e- wide 

15 basis, did the applicants addreoe that issue? 

16 A. Yes. The applicants stated that they wou ld 

17 be willing to advertise on a going-forward basis in 

18 accordance with any specific advertising standards that 

19 the Commission may develop. The CRST states that they 

20 are advertising presently in media of general 

21 distribution in their serv ice area . 

22 o. Based upon your review of these facts as 

23 represented by these applicants, in y our opinion, have 

24 the applicants presented the facts necessary for the 

25 Commission to decide this ETC designation? 
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A . 

Q. 

With the exception o f CR ST, yes. 

Okay. And wit h regard to advertising 

17 

services excha ng e- wide, do you have a re commendation to 

the Commission for a provision to be included in an 

S order which wo uld com e out o f these proceedi ngs ? 

A . Yes . 

Q. And wha t is that re commendat ion ? 

A. Tha t the telephone companies advertise their 

rates annually or whe never a rate changes. 

1 0 Q. And, f i nally, do you have an opinion as to 

11 whether or not the appl icant s qual if y for an ETC 

12 design a tion ? 

13 A. Yes, I bel ieve they do, with the caveat again 

on CRST receiving - - t he Commission recei vi ng 

15 additional information. 

16 I have no fur t her questi o ns o f MR. HOS ECK: 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

t h is wit ness . 

MS. 

witnesses? 

MR . 

rests. 

WIEST : Any questions? Any further 

HOSECK: No fu r ther wit nesses . Staff 

MS. WIEST: At this point I believe we can 

23 c lose the hearing and make the f i nal decisions next 

24 Thursday. 

25 (A DISCUSSION WAS HELD OF F THE RECORD.) 
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MS. WIEST: Let's go ba c k on the rec o rd . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOE NFELDER : Well, I would 

just li ke to have Mr. Coit ask J. D. Williams at the 

Cheyenne River Telephon e Authority if they don't have 

s more e x c hang e s that they need to apply for other than 

the Dupree a nd Isabel Exchanges; i f. i n fact, Eagle 

Blltte would not be an ex c hange that they woul d need ETC 

8 designation f o r; and perhaps there might even about 

9 another e xchange in thei r tr i bal authority t elephone 

10 service area tha t the y would need an ETC designation 

11 f or. 

12 

1) 

1 4 

MR . COIT: I will do t.hat, Commissioner. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Thank you . 

MS. WIEST : Okay. Is there anything else at 

15 this poi nt ? 

16 MR . HOS EC K : If that is the case, is th i s 

17 somethi ng that c an be handled through a supplemental 

18 filing in this matter ? 

19 MS. WI EST : I believe the application might 

20 have to be amended and then the questions whether also 

21 Mr . Williams would have to amend or put in a 

22 supplemental affidavit on th i s issue . Because we wil l 

23 need -- I mean we certainly need it on the record that 

24 all o f these exchanges are requesting ETC designat ion. 

25 MR . HOSECK : We ll , for the re cord, why don't 
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we just -- staff would just suggest that if that is 

their desire, then to have them go ahead and amend 

their application as it is presently before the 

Co mm 1ssion and supplement their aff i davit to make sure 

that those cri teria ar e met for th o se exchanges. And 

the n staff has no objection to th~ Commission 

7 consideri ng it o n the record as --

MS . WIE ST: As a late-filed exhibit? 

MR . HOSECK: As a late-filed exhibit both as 

10 to the amend i ng of the petition and the supplemental 

11 inf o rmation that would be sent in. Does that sound 

12 like oomethin g --

13 

14 

MR. COIT: That sounds very r easonable. 

COM MISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: It ' s very 

15 p o ssible that, you kn o w, ! may be in error about there 

16 being -- those being separate exchanges, but I do think 

17 that since I feel that way about it, we need it 

18 cl arified, at least. 

19 MS. WIEST: Okay. Any other question s or 

20 commen ts? Thank you. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(T HE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 2:30 P. M. ) 



• 

• 

• 

20 

STATE OF SOUTH DAK OT A 

2 CO UNTY OF HUGHES 

I , Lori J. Grode . RMR, Notary Public, i n and 

f o r the State of South Dakota , d o here by certi fy that 

the abo ve hearing, page s l through 19, incl us i ve, was 

re co rded stenograp hically by me and red uc ed to 

type wr iting. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that the foreg o ing 

10 transcri pt of the said hearing is a true and correct 

11 transcript of the stenographic notes at the time and 

12 p lace specified here inbefore. 

13 1 FURTHER CERTIFY that 1 am not a relative o r 

1 4 employee o r attorney or counsel of any of the parties, 

1 5 nor a r elative or empl oyee of such attorney or co unsel , 

16 o r fi nanc i ally interested d i re ctly or indirectly in 

17 this action. 

18 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I ha ve hereunto set my 

19 hand and seal o f o ffi ce at Pierre, South Dakota, this 

20 5th day of December, 1997. 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

' ·---------------------------' 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF) 

RECEIVED 

NOV O 1997 
SOUTH DAKor 
UT/lJTIES COM~,~~,~~C 

DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE) REQUEST FOR 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE) ETC DESIGNATION 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER) 

Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative, Ellendale, North Dakota 
pursuant to 47 United otates Code Section 214(e) and 47 code of Federal 
Regulations Section 54.201 her11by oHko from the Public Utilitift 
Commla1ion ("Commiulon" ) dnlgnation •• an " Eligible 
Telecommunlcationa Carrier'' within the local exchange area that 
constitutes Its Mrvlce area In South Dakota. In aupport of thle requnt, 
Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative offers the following: 

I. Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 214(e) It Is the Commlulon'o 
r111ponolblllty to -lgnalll local exchange carrlera ("LEC." ) u 
.. eligible tehtcommunlcationa carriers" ( .. ETC" }, or In other worda, 
to determine which LECa have anumed universal nrvlce 
obligations conalatllnt with the federal law and ■hould be deemed 
eligible to receive -ral unlveraal oervlce ouppo,1. At lent one 
eligible llliecommunlcationo carroer Is to be -ignated by the 
Commlnlon for each Hrvlca aru In the State. However, In the 
caH of areas sarveJ by "rural telephone compan.a", the 
Commlsolon may not deoignallt mora than one LEC ao an ETC 
without llrat finding that ouch additional deolgnallon would be In 
the public lnlltreol Under 47 CFR Section 54.201, beginning 
January I, 1998, only llliecommunicallono carrlera that hive 
received dnignation from the Commlnlon to Hrve •• an ellglble 
teJecommunicationa carrier within their Mrvice area will be 
eligible to rocolve -ral unlveraal oervlce oupporl 

2. Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative la the flcllitieo-bloed local 
exr.hange carrier prnently providing local exchange 
teJecommunlcationa Mrvlcn In the following exchangn In South 
Dakota: 



M!m! Total Access Lines 
Dickey Rural Tel Co. 33 
Dickey Rural Tel Co. 5 
Dickey Rural Tel Co. 0 
Dickey Rural Tel Co. 5 

Exchan e Prefix/Na e 
605/358 South Forbes 
605/379 South Nelvlk 
605/383 South Guelph 
605/687 South Venturia 

In the ordinary course of business the number of access lines are subject 
to change. Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative to its knowledge la the 
only carrier today providing local exchange telecommunications aervice in 
the above exchange area. 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.101(a)(4), Single.Party Service Is being 
offered by Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative to all customers 
in the South Dakota telephone exchange. 

4. Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative preaently does not offer 
Lifeline and Link Up local service diacounta within Its exchange 
area. Beginning January 1, 1998, the programs will be offered 
under new terms In accord with the FCC rules, 47 CFR 54.400 • 
54.417 and any South Dakota Public Utilltin Commission 
decisions concerning implementation of the expanded programa. 

Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative In accord with 47 CFR 
Section 54.101 offers the following local exchange 
telecommunications services to all customers throughout Its 
service area: 

-Voice grade to the publie switched network; 

-Local exchange service Including an amount of local 
usage free of per minute charges under a flat rated 
local service package; 

-Dual tone multi-frequency signaling; 

•Access to emergency service such as 911 or enhanced 
911 public services; 

-Access to operator services; 

-Access to lnterexchange service; 

-Access to directory assistance; and 



-Toll blocking service to qualified low-income 
customers and all others. 

As noted above, Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative does provide 
toll limitation serv ice in the form of toll blocking to qualifying members, 
however, the additional toll limitation service of " toll control" as defined In 
the new FCC universal service rules {47 CFR section 54.400{3) is not 
provided. Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative is not aware that any local 
exchange carrier In South Dakota has a current capability to provide such 
service. The FCC gave no Indication prior to the release of ita universal 
service order {FCC 97-157) that toll control would be Imposed as an ETC 
service requirement and, to our information and belief, as a result. LECs 
nationwide are not poI itioned to make the service Immediately available. 
In order for Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative to provide the service, 
additional usage tracking and storage capabllitin will have to be Installed 
in its local switching equipment At minimum, the service requires a 
switching software upgrade and at this time Dickey Rural Telephone 
Cooperative is investigating and attempting to determine whether the 
necessary software has been developed and when it might become 
available. 

Accordingly , Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative Is faced with exceptional 
circumstances concerning the ability to make the toll control service 
available as set forth in the FCC's universal service rules and must requnt 
a waivc,r from the requirement to provide such service. At this time, a 
waiver Is requested. The Commission may property grant a waiver from 
the " toll control" requirement pursuant to ~7 CFR 54.101 {c ). 

6. Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative has previously and will 
continue to advertise the availability of its local exchange 
service■ In media of general distribution throughout the 
exchange area served. Prior to this filing, Dickey Rural 
Telephone Cooperative has not generally advertised the prices 
charged for all of the above-Identified services. It will do so going 
forward in accord with any specific advertising st.andards that the 
Commission may develop. 

7 Base on the foregoing , Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative 
respectfully request that the Commission: 

(a) grant a waiver of the requ irement to provide "toll control " service; 

and 



(b) grant an ETC designation to Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative 
covering all of the local exchanges area that constitutes Its 
present service area In the State. 

Dated this 28" day of October, 1997. 

Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative 

ROGER .JOHNSON 
General Manager 

ST A TE OF NORTH DAKOTA) 
) 

COUNTY OF l>ICKEY ) 
The forqolag iai trument wu acknowledged bdore me- this ~ day of 
Odobe-r, 1997. JM.ROA.Rc:lf.l BARTOtt MallrJNIII 
My Commlu ion E1:pirn: ~:~~c~~~AICOTA 

t.'¥ COmmiulOn ~H MAY 21, tNI 

<J:b§, lb I c),, t:sa,t., 
Margant rton, NotaryNblic 
County of Dickey 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY DICKEY 
RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-176 

On November 3, 1997, the Publtc Utillhes Commission (Comm1sst0n) received a request for 
des1gnat10n as an ehg1ble Ietecommunicat10ns camer (ETC) from Otckey Rural Telephone 
Cooperatrve (Didl.ey Rural Telephone) Dickey Rural Telephone requested des1gna1ton as an eligible 
1elecommun1cat10ns carrier w,thin the local eJCchange areas that constitute its servtee area. 

The CommsSIOn electromcalty transmrtted notice of the fil ing and the intervention deadlme 
to 1nlerested 1nd1v1duals and entities No person or entity filed to intervene. By order dated 
November 21 , 1997. the Commission set the heanng for this matter for 1:30 p m on December 2. 
1997, in Room 464 , State Cap1101, Pierre, South Dakota. 

The heanng was held as scheduled At the heanng, the Commission granted Dickey Rural 
Telephone a one year waiver of the req,uire,nent 10 provide tol control service within its service area. 
At its December 11 . 1997, meeting , the Commission granted ETC designation 10 Dickey Rural 
Telephone and designated its sIudy area as its service area. 

Based on the evidence or record, the Commission enlers the following Findings of Fad and 
Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On November 3, 1997. the Commission receive-.. a requesl for designation as an ETC from 
Ockey Rural Telephone. [)ckey Rural TelephOne requested designation as an ETC within the local 
exchange areas tha1 constitute its service area. Dickey Rural Telephone serves the following 
exchanges in South Dakota: South Forbes (358): South Nelvik (379): South Guelph {383); and 
South Ventuna (687). Exh1b1t 1. 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C. § 21 ◄(e){2) , the Commission is reqU1red to designate a common 
carrier that meets the reqwements o f section 214{e){1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant to ◄7 U.S.C. § 21◄(e)(1) , a common carrier that is designated as an ETC is eligible 
to rec.eive urwversal service support and shall. throughout il s service area, offer the services that are 
supported by federal univer,al service support mechanisms either using its own facilities or a 
comb1nat1on of its own facilities and resale of another carrier's services. The carrier must also 
advertise the availabili ty of such services and the rates for lhe services using media or general 
d1stnbu1ion 



IV 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated the following services or 
funcbonalities as those supported by federal universal service support mechanisms: (1) voice grade 
access to the public swi1ched net-Noo(; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone mulli•frequency signaling or its 
functional equal; (◄) single party service or ils fundional equTValent: (5) access 10 emergency 
services; (6) access to operator services; (7) access to interexchange service; (8) access to 
d1rec1ory assistance: and (9) ton limitation for qualifying low-income consumers, ◄7 C.F.R. § 
54.101 (8) 

V 

As part of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Lifeline and link 
Up services to quahfying low-income consumers. 47 C.F R. § 54 .◄05; 47 C.F.R. § 54.411 . 

VI 

Dickey Rural Telephone offers voice grade access to the publk: switched netwonr. to all 
consumers throughout its service area. Exhibit 1. 

VII 

Dickey Rural Telephone offers local e)l(change service including an amount of local usage 
free of per minute charges lo all consumers throughout its service area. Id. 

VIII 

Dickey Rural Telephone offers dual tone multi-frequency signaling to all consumers 
thrcughout its service area. ts,. 

IX 

Dicitey Rural Telephone offers single party service to all consumers throughout its service 
area. ts,. 

X 

Oicitey Rural Telephone offers access to emergency services lo 111 consumers throughout 
its service area. ts,. 

XI 

Oickey Rural Telephone offers access to operator services lo all consumers throughout its 
service area. ts,. 

XII 

Dickey Rtxal T~ offers access 10 interellC:hange services to all consumers throughout 
its seMce area. ts,. 

XIII 

Dickey Rural Telephone offers access to directory assistance to all consumers throughout 
rts service area ts,. 



XIV 

One of the services required to be provk:led by an ETC lo qualifying low•income consumers 
is toll limilalion. 47 C.F.R. § 54.~01(a}(9). Toll limilalion consists of both toll blocking and toll 
control. 47 C F.R. § S4.400{d). Toll control is a service that allows consumers to specify a certain 
amount of tol usage that may be incurred per month or per billing cyde. 47 C .F.R. § 54 .400(c). Toll 
blodung is a service that lets consumers elect not to allow the completion of outgoing toll calls. 47 
C.F.R. § 54.400(0). 

xv 

Dickey Rural Telephone offers toll blocking to all consumers throughout rts service area. 
Exhibit 1. 

XVI 

Dickey Rural Telephone does not currenlly offer toll control. Isl- In order for Oidr.ey Rural 
Te+ephone to provide toll control, additional usage tracking and storage capabilit ies will have to be 
Installed In its k>cal switching equipment. Dickey Rural Telephone is attempting to determine 
w'hether the necessary software has been developed and when it mighl become available. Isl-

XVII 

Doey Rurm Tetephone stated that it is faced with exceptional circumstances concerning its 
ability to make tol control seMCe available and requested a waiver from the requirement to provide 
such service. "'-· 

XVIII 

Wrth respect to the obligation to advertise the availability of services supported by the federal 
universal service support mechanism and the charges for those servk:es using media of general 
distribution. Didc.ey Rural Telephone stated thal it at. .-ertises the availability of its local exchange 
services in media of general distribution throughout its service area. However, Oickey Rural 
Telephone has not generally advertised the prices for these services. "'-· Dtckey Rural Telephone 
slated its Intention lo compty with any advertising standards developed by the Commission, 1d,. 

XIX 

Oidtey Rural Telephone axrentty does not offer Lifeline and Link Up service discounts in its 
exchanges. "'-· Didc.ey Rural Telephone will offer the Lifeline and Link Up service discounts In all 
of its service area beginning January 1, 1998, in accordance wfth 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.-400 to 5-4.-417, 
Inclusive, and any Commission imposed requirements. "'-· 

xx 

The Commission finds that Dickey Rural Telephone currentty provides and will continue to 
PftMde: the following servk::es or functionalities throughout its service area: (1) voice grade access 
to the public switched networti.; (2) local usage; (3) du.I tone multi-frequency signaling; {4) single­
party service; (5) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator services; (7) access to 
interexchange service; (8) access to directocy assistance; and (9} toll blocking for qualifying low­
income consumers. 



l()(J 

The Commission finds Iha! pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(c} it will grant Dickey Rural 
Telephone a waiver of the requirement lo offer toll control services until December 31 , 1998. The 
Commission finds that exceptional circumstances prevent Dickey Rural Telephone from providing 
tol control at this time due to the diff10Jtty in obtaining the necessary software upgrades to provide 
the service. 

)()(JI 

The Convnissk>n finds that Dickey Rural Telephone intends to provide Lifeline and link Up 
programs to quatifying OJstomers ttvoughout its service area consistent 'Mth state and federal rules 
and orders 

XXIII 

The Commission finds that Dickey Rural Telephone shall advertise the availability of the 
services suppot1ed by the federal universal seMCO suppor1 mechanism and the charges therefor 
throughout its servk:e area using media of general distribuiio,, once each year. The Commission 
further finds that if the rate for arry of the services supported by the federal universal service suppof1 
mechanism changes, the new rate must be advertised using media of general distribuUon. 

XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214{e)(5}, the Commission designates Dickey Rural Telephone's 
current study area as its service area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commissk>n has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31 , 
and 47 u.s.c. § 214. 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2), the Commission is required to designate a common 
carrier that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1 ) as an ETC for a service eraa designated 
by the Convnission. 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214{e)(1), a common ca"riet" lhat is desjgnated as an ETC is eligtble 
to receive !Iii\ Msal seMOe suppon and shall, throughout its service area, offer the services that are 
supported by federal universal service suppott mechanisms either using its own facilities or a 
combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrie(s services. The carrier must also 
advertise the availabilit}• of such services and the rales for the services using media of general 
distribution. 

IV 

The FCC has designated the following services or functionalities as those supported by 
federal unrYersal service support mechanisms: (1) voice grade access to the public switched 
network (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equal; (4) single 



party service or its funct ional equivalent, (5) access 10 emergency services: (6) access lo operalor 
services; (7) access to lnterexchange service: (8) access lo directory assistance; and (9) toll 
limitation for quatifymg low-income consumers. ◄7 C.F.R. § 5◄ . 101(1) . 

V 

As par1 of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC Is required to make available Lifeline and lmk 
Up sel'Vltes lo qualifying low-income consumers. ◄7 C.F.R. § 5◄.◄05; ◄7 C.F.R. § S4 .◄ 11 . 

VI 

Dickey Rurat Telephone has met the requirements of ◄7 C.F.R. § 5,4.101(a) with the 
exception of the ability to offer toil control, Pursuant to ◄7 C.F.R. § S4.101(c), the Commission 
conciudes that Dickey Rural Telephone has demonstrated exceptional circumstances that justify 
granting it a waiver of the requirement to offer toll control until December 31 , 1998. 

VII 

Dickey Rural Telephone shall provide Lifeline and Link Up programs to qualifying customers 
throughout its seMCe area consistent with state and federal rules and orders. 

VIII 

Dickey Rural Telephone shall advertise the availability of the services supported by the 
federal universal service support mechanism and the charges ther11for using media of general 
distribution once each year. If the rate for any of the services supported by the federal universal 
servtee support mechanism changes, the new rate shall be advertised using media of general 
distribution. 

IX 

Pursuant to ◄7 U.S.C. § 21 ◄ (e)(5). the Commission designates Dickey Rural Telephone's 
current study area as its service area. 

X 

The Commission designates Otckey Rural Telephone H an eligible te~munications 
carrier for its service area. 

II is therefore 

ORDERED, that Ok::ltey Rural Telephone's current study ar11a is designated as its service 
area ; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Oicitey Rural Telephone shall be granted a waive, of the 
requirement to offer toll control sel'Vltes until December 31 , 1998; and it is 

FURTH( R ORDERED, that Oidl.ey Rural Telephone shall folow the advertising requirements 
as listed above; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Dickey Rural Telephone is designated as an eligi~ 
telecommuntcations carrier for its service aroa. 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that thisQrderwas duty entered on the .L.2...!f: day of December, 
1997. Pursuant 10 SOCL ~-26--32, this Order wdl take effect 10 days after the date of receipt or 
failure lo accept delf\lery of the decision by the parties. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this ~day of December, 1997. 
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l N~IWtor'OlftlflHlhll.,. 
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OFFICIAL SEAL 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
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Lifeliat and Uak-up Aulslaact Applic:alioa 
(PlcaKPrint) 

Namt _____ ___ _ _____ _ _____ __ _ 

(wi) (First) (Middle:) 

AddttU,_~--- --- ~------~- - ~ ~--
(Stm:t) (Cil)") (State:) (Zip) 

Ttltphoae Number(l(uistiag sen·ke):.~~ -----~ 

I. I a• applyi■g (or: ___ Urellae moalbly le&epllo■e atl"Vitt dllco■■L 

.. ltkoho■s Kn'kt mlll bf,. IM IPPUS11■1 '! ... TH applk:l■t 
Subscriber anul participate ia at In.st OH of tbe f0Uowl■1 p■blk 
uslstance prosnuns to be e:lislble: 

2. I am carread)' partkipatl•& la tbt" fo llo11-iac prosrams(s): O«tr; a11M1 •"'1 

_ _ Mtdicaid (e.g. Titk XIX/Mtdkal, State: Supplemental Assiltaace:) 

__ food Stamps 

_ _ Supplemental Stturit)' Income (SSI) 

__ federal Public Ho1Ui•& Assistaa« 

__ Low-lDCome Homt' E■HJY Aui.tta■tt 

I agrtt to aolify Dkk.ey Raral Tdepboae Cooperative wbu I ■o loa1u putklpate: la HY 
ortlie abo,·t q ■aJlfylac public usbta■tt programs. 

I ctrtifx HPdS:C PSHIIY or ptrjpry 111, abon laform,uo, ls I'¥• I hn rucl IH 
lafonnatlo■ o■ Ibis applkatlo■ and -■dentaad I Mut mtd tH abon q-■IUkatlou to 
rettive Uftliae: a ■d/or U■ k-Up u.sislHte oa 111)' primary rnkleatial liae:. 
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DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 
ELLENDALE, NORTH DAKOTA 

Original Sheet Number 
Cancels Sheet Number= 

LIF ELINE AND LIKE UP PLANS 

l. Ge neral 
Lifel i ne and Link Up services are available to qualifying 
low -i ncome consumers a ccord i ng to the No rth Dakota Lifeline 
Plan and Link Up Plan ado pted by the North Dakota Public 
Servi ce Commiss i o n o n No vember 5, 199? . 

A . Link - Up America 

No r th Da ko ta residents who are eligible to receive Food 
Stampe , Aid to Familiea with Dependent Children, Fuel 
,\seist ance and Med1caid benefits may also qualify for 
the !~ink - Up amed c a Program. A 50\ d iscount up to 
S3 0.00 will be applied o connectin c harges to 
establi s h se rvice at a new address . This discount 
applies on ly o n a single line at the principal place of 
t·eei denc e for t he applicant. 

The f ol l owing eligibility criteria will apply: 

• Applic ant must no t be a dependent fo r federal income 
tax purposes, unless he or she is more than 60 years of 
age. 

• applica n t must meet thf' eta e requirements for Food 
St amps, Aid to Fami lies with Dependent Children , Fuel 
Assistance and Medicaid . 

B. North Da kota Telephone Ass istance (Lifeline) Pr ogram 

A program whi ch pro vides reduced monthly rates f or low 
income residential customers who meet e lig ibility 
requ ireme nts for Food Stamps, Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children, Fuel Assistance a nd Medicaid . 

2. Lifeline Service Ra tea 

Rates under this program apply to the single l i ne serving 
he customer's princ ipal residence. 

A. ere e Exc hange 

FCC End User Common Line ( EUCL) 
Charge Credit 

Exc hange Access Line Credit 

BILLING CREDIT 
CODE 

$ 3 50 

1. ?5 

Signalure o f Issuing Of!icer ~~ Issue Date If 7lfq9,l 
PRESlDEN"T Effect.i ve Dat.e - -



DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERAT IVE 
ELLENDALE , NORTII 01\KOTA 

Original Sheet Number 
Cance l s Sheet Number= 

LIFELI ?fE AND LINl'C UP PLANS Cont ' d 

B. Dickey Exchange 

FCC End User Common Li ne (EUCL ) 
Charge c r edit 

Exchange /\ccese Li ne c redit 

C. Fo rbes, NO and SD Exc hanges 

FCC End Use r Commo n Line (EUCL ) 
Cha rge Cr edi 

Exc hange Access Line Credit 

D. Fo rt Ransom Exc ha nge 

FCC End Ueer Common Line I EUCL) 
Charge Credit 

Exc hange Access Line Cred l t 

E. Fredonia Exc hange 

FCC End Uoer Commo n I i ne (£UCL ) 
Charge Credit 

Exc hange 1\ccese Line Credit 

F . Fullerton Exc hange 

FCC End User Common Line (EUCL) 
Charge Credit 

Exc hange 1\ccess Line Credit 

G. Gue I ph, ND & SD Exc hanges 

FCC End User Common Line (EUCL) 
Chacge Credit 

Exc hange Acceoe Line Credit 

811,1,ING CREDIT 
CODE 

3. 50 

l. 75 

3 . 50 

l. 75 

3. 50 

l. 75 

3. 50 

1. 75 

3 . 50 

1.15 

3 . 50 

1.75 

Signature o f I ssuing Off i c er /C:,J ~ · I ssue Date J,ZJl;-:7 
PRESIDENT Effective Date - -



DICKE'/ RURAL T ELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 
ELLEND/\LE, NORTII OAKOT/\ 

Origi nal Sheet Number 
Cancels Sheet Number= 

LIFELINE J\ND LINK UP PLANS Cont ' d 

II . J ud Exc hange 

FCC End User Commo n Line (EUCL) 
Charge credit. 

Exchange Access Line Credit 

I . Kathryn Exc hange 

FCC End User Common Line (EUCL) 
Cha1g .. Cred it 

Exc hange Access Line Credit. 

J. Li tchv i 1 I e Exchange 

FCC End User Con,mon Line IEUCL I 
Charge Credit 

Exchange Access Line Credit 

K . Marlo n Excha nge 

r ec End User COIMKJll Line (EUCI~) 
Charge Credit 

Exchange Access Line Credit 

L. Me rrl court Exchange 

FCC End User Common Line (EUCLI 
Charge credit 

Exc hange Access Line Credit 

M. Milnor Exc hange 

FCC End User Common L i ne (EUCL) 
Charge Cred it. 

Exc hange Access Line Credit 

Billing Credit 
Code 

3. 50 

1. 75 

3 .so 

l. 75 

3 . 50 

l. 75 

3. so 

l. 75 

3. so 

l. 75 

3 . 50 

l. 75 

Sl gn,:1 lll'C o ( ll,euing Of[icer /t-iJ:/£1'~ Issue Date / 2. -19-97 
PRESlDENT E f ecti·,e Date~ 



DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPE RATIVE 
ELLENDJ\LE, IIORTH DJ\KOTJ\ 

Origi nal Sheet Numbe r 
Cance ls Sheet Number= 

LIFELINE AND L IN1t UP PLANS Cont'd 

N . Ne l Vik. ND lw so Exchanges 

FCC End User Common Line (EUCL) 
Charge Ctedit 

Exc hange /\ccces Li ne Credit 

O. VenLuria, NO &, SD Exchanges 

FCC End Use1· Common Line (EUCL) 
Charge Credit 

Exc hange /\c cePs Line Cr edit 

P . Vero na Exchange 

FCC End User Common Li ne ( EUCL) 
Charge credit 

Exc hange 1\ccess Li ne Cred it 

Billing credit 
Code 

J . 50 

1.15 

3. 50 

1.15 

J.50 

1.15 

Signature of I ssui ng off i cer ~4 I ssue Date 7z7t99j7 
PRESIDENT E fe c tive Date - -



Dl CK,E'i RURA L TELEPHONE COO PERATIVE: 
ELLENDALE, NORTH D/\KO'l'J\ 

Orlglnal Sheet Number 
Cancels Sheet Number= 

?IETWORK ACCESS Litl! SERVICE 

Reeidentiel 
811ain• ,o 

ln•ide Wi re Hs i ntenance 
per 1\cces n Line 

COHOIT I Ol'IS 1 

TYPE 

Local 
Loca l 

MONTHLY RATE 

$ 15 . 75 
$15 . 75 

$ . 50 

The c1bove r ates apply to the prov i e ion o f network acceae 
) Ines whi c h, when conne c ted to a suitable te l ephone 
inst.rument provides access to the te lepho ne netwo rk . 

lns rumentEi may be prov ided by t he subscriber, subjec t to 
Lhe co nd ition s described in t h e Co n nection Wit h 
Subocriber- Ow ned Equi pment portion o f t h is tariff. 

Additional i ne trume nte ma y be attached to network acces s 
1 l nes at Lhe otandard' instrument rate. The Company reserves 
t. he right to lim i t the number of instrument:e connected to an 
a ccess line i( they caue :! inter(erence with the normal 
o pera Lion of the 1 i ne . 

The I nside Wire c ha rge provides for maintenance of all 
Compa n y o wned i ns ide wiring loc a ted o n the custome r 's 
premi see ( rom t he protector to the j a c k or connecting b l ock . 
This c ha r ge is c1pplied o nc e for eac h c e ntral of f ice acces s 
line supplied by t he Company where the i nside wi r e is owned 
by t he Compa ny . 

In side wire provi ded by t he subscriber will not be subjec t 
to th is c hc1rge. Maintenance of subscriber -owned i nsid e wire 
is the responsibil ity o f t he subscrJ ber . 

1'o ne dial serv ice .is inc luded i n t he mo nthly local Network 
/\•·cese 1~ine Service c lmrge . 

S!gnature o f Issuing O( ( icer /~ /?/1~ Issue Oate_L ~ 7 
PRESIDENT Efcective Date~ 



DICKEY RURAL TE LEPHONE COOPERAT IVE 
EU,EflD/\1,E, tlORTII l)AKOTI\ 

Origi nal Sheet Humber 
Ca11 ce l s S hee t Number= 

NETWORK ACCESS l.IU E S ERVICE (Con tinued) 

Bueineee Raten l\ pply: 

AL any loca Lion whe re a ctivltiea a re o f a buei nese, trade, 
0 1 profeos i o na l nature . 

/\ l ;::rny l ocatlon where LIi e Ji et i n g of eervlce at t hat 
l ocati o n i ndi c ates a lmoi ness, trade, or profeesion . 

Where o nl y o n e prlm.iry ntatio n is pr:o vlded at a l ocat i on 
whi c h ls bot h a residenc e and a buei ne ee . 

At schoo ls, hospital s, libraries, c hurc hes , a nd ot her 
similar inelitutl o ns . 

Residenc e R11,te e Apply : 

111 private resi d e nce where busi ness l isti ngs a r e not 
pro vided and telephone servi c e is n ot u s ed fo r t h e 
conduct I 119 o f buei nese. 

S 191,.iLurn o f I eeuing Offi cer ~ ~ Issue Date / 2 ~J 
PRESIDENT Ef(ec tive Date~ 



DlCP:.EY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 
ELLF.:UDALE, NORTII DA.KOT/\ 

Original Sheet Number 
Ca nce l s Sheet Number= 

EXTENDED AREA SERVICE (EAS) 

I . General 

Exc ha ngee whic h ha ve fla t - ra te ca ll ing priv ileges to ot her 
exchanges are deemed o have • Extended l\rea Service• IEJ\S) . 
/\11 E/\S Ra te applies in addit ion to t he basic exc hange rate 
for each excha nge a d ded to t he l ocal ca lling area. Th i s 
rate is based on the distance (airline miles) between t he 

wo exchc1nges and t he equivalent number o f meeeageo per main 
Une per month origina t ing in the listed exchange which 
termi nate in the extended area exc hange. 

2 . EAS Calling Areas and Rates 

~ EAS CALLING AREAS BAI.I;; 

Crete Oakes l. 70 

Dickey LaMoure - Berlin 3 . 40 
Marion 
Ve r o na 

Fo rbes Ellendc1le - Monango 1. 70 

Fort Ransom Ho ne N/A 

Fredon in Kulm 3 , 4 0 
Lehr 

Fullerton Ellendal e - Mo nango 1. 70 

Gue lph Ellendale -Mo na ngo 3, 4 0 
Oakes 

Jud Edgeley 1.70 

Kathryn Litchvi lle - llasti ngs 1. 70 

1~itc hvi lle Marion 3 . 40 
Kathryn 

Mari o n Dickey 3 , 4.0 
La Mo ure - Berlin 
Litc hv i l le - llast ings 

Merricourt El l endale - Mon ango L. 70 

Signature o( Issuing OHicer_MI"~ lesue Date / 2-t9-'i'7 
PRESIDENT Effect ive Date~ 



DICltEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPBRATIVE 
ELLENO/\l~E , NORTII OI\K01'/\ 

Original Sheet Number 
c ancels Sheet Number= 

Mllnor 

tle l vik 

Ve n t uria 

Verona 

EXTENDED ARE.I\ SERVICE (EJ\S) Cont'd 

EJ\S CALLING AREA 

Fo rman 
Gwinner 

Ashley 

/\shley 

Dickey 
LaMoure ~Berl in 
Oakes 

3 . 40 

1. 70 

J . 70 

3 . 4 0 

Signa ture o f I ssui ng Offi ce r ,Af+c/z:e'~ Issue Date /~ -t 9~1.J 
PRESI DENT Effective Date~ 



DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATJVE 
ELLENDALE, tlORTII DAKOTA 

original Sheet tluaber 
cancels Sheet Humber= 

SERVI CE CONNECTION, HOVE AHO CIIAHGB CHARGES 

RA'l'ES: 

serv i cc Order 
Initial 
Subsequent 
Record Change 

Pr emi s e Visit 
Linc Co nnect i o n 
Wiring 

Sta ndard 
Pre-wired 

Station llandl inq 
Res t o r a l of s ervi c e 
Pre -Wi r i ng 

First connection 
Enc h Additlonnl c onnec tion 
Ins ide Wire in excess or 250 ' 

CONOlTlONS: 

$15.00 
7 .so 
7 .so 

lS . 00 
7 .so 

10.00 
S . 00 
5.00 

20.00 

15 . 00 
s.oo 

Actual Cost 

$1 5.00 
7 .so 
7 . so 

LS.00 
7 . 50 

10.00 
s . oo 
5.00 

20 . 00 

15.00 
s.oo 

Ac tual Cost 

These c harges are i ntended to cover the expense incurred by the 
Company in conjunction with the following: 

Es tablisht1ent of servi ce : 
Change in location of a service to other premises ; 
Trans f er of service from on~ customer to another; 
Jnaido moves o r c ha nges of equipment, wiring or both; 
Change of telephone number at c ustomer's request ; 
Installation of auxiliary equipment; 
Prewiring of residential and business units; 
Restoral of service disconnected for nonpayment or failure 
to establ ish c redit. 

Charges s hown are i n addition to station installation c harges 
s hown under other Tariff schedules. 

Charges s hown in this schedule are based on work being performed 
dur lng regu I ar) y schedu 1 ed working hours of the Company's 
e mpl oyees. Work perfo rmed with overtime labor costs will be 
per formed nt direct cost to the c ustomer . 

S ignature of Issujng otcicer {/L,, 4 A.t /i I ssue Date 6/27/90 
PR ESIDENT Effective Date 6/ 27/90 



DI CKEY RURAi, 1'ELEPIIOHE COOPERATI VE 
EL LENDALE, tlORTII UAKO'l'A 

origina l Sheet Nu mber 
Canc el s Sheet Number= 

SP.RVI CR COHHP.<:rI OH, HOVE ANO CHANGES (Continued) 

Exposed wiring w i I J be used un 1 ess the appl lea n t prov ides 
s u it a b le mea n s of co ncea l me nt. If the applicant desi res 
concealed wiring where normally exposed wiring wou ld be used, the 
app l leant wi 1 J be c harged the di [ference between the i nstallation 
cos t s of the concea led wiring and the costs that wou ld apply for 
exposed widng. 

The c harges ro r ins ide wiri ng assumes a ci r cuit not to exceed 250 
feet. lns t n lln tions of greater t hnn 250 feet will be performed 
at ac tual cost . 

No c harges wi 11 apply under the foll owi ng circumstances: 

Wh en a service i s taken o ver by a member of the sa ■e 
ho use ho ld; 

ser v i ce to wtli c h no 111onthly rates apply ; 

Pub l l e telephones ins t alled a t the initiati ve or option of 
the Company; 

Restorrli of Vaca ti on Rate service. 

OEFIHlTlOHS: 

Appl ica ble to wor k done in receiving, recording and 
processing i n for■ation necessa ry to exec ute a custo111er's 
request f o r the initial establishment of telephone servic e . 
Jt is also applicable for c ustomer's requos t for additions, 
moves or c hanges to existing se rvi ce and customer requests 
f or prewlring. 

ecemises Visi t 
Appl i c nb le H a Company employee nust visit the c ustomer's 
premises to complete customer-requested work. Not applicable 
whe n a Company employee ls o n the cus t omer 's pre■ ises fo r 
any o ther busi ness purpose . 



OJ CKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 
F.l~LENOA.LE, NORTII DAKOTA 

Origina l Shee t Number 
Cence l s Shee t Number= 

SP.RV1C£ CONHBC'J' ION, HOVE ANO CHANGES (Continued) 

~jJ,o 
Applice b l e f or wo rk do ne in t h e Centra l Office or work 
i nvo l vi ng Centra l Office equipme nt necesse ry t o provide a 
network access line o r make c h a nges to a n exi s t i ng netwol:'k 
acc ess I ine . 

t r se r vice r equ ires work i n mo r e than o ne Central Offic e 
arell, t hi s c ha rge a ppli e s t wice. 

App l icable fo r wo rk d o ne to i ns t a ll, extend or 111ove wiring 
on t he premises sid e o f the protector as requested by the 
c ustomer . o ne c harge app l ies fo r e a c h c onnec ting bloc k o r 
jeck i ns tell e d . It a l so is eppiied t o the installation of a 
jack a t the s ubscr ibe r' s request a t a loc ation where a 
connec t i ng bl ock i s presently i nc';alled . When a residence 
is pre wi red , th is c harge will only apply once, even though 
the jack is ins talled at a later tine . This char ge nasu•ea 
a c irc uit no t to exc eed 250 feet. Instnllations of greater 
tha n 250 feet will be pe rfor,aed at a c tual coat. 

Stat i on Hoodli nu 

Th is c harg e l s Co r c o nnec ting ter■ina l equipment at the 
custome r 's p r e 111i se . Th i s c ha r ge will be made for oac h unit 
connec t ed. Th is c ha rge wi 11 a l s o apply when a c ord change 
is made at t he c us t omer 's r .Jques t. 
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