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IN THE MATTER Of THE FILING BY U 
S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR 
APPROVAL OF REVISK>NS TO ITS 
EXCHANGE ANO NETWORK 
SERVICES TARIFF 

Puhlk Utilitil's Commission of the State of South Dakot.t 



125 Sooth Dakota Avenue. 8th Floor 
Sioux Falls , Sooth Dakota 57194 

October 30, 1997 

Mr. William Bullard, Executive Director 
Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol Building 
Pierre, Sooth Dakota 57501 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

llJ."WES1"'. 
COMl,/IJNK;ATIONS @ 

RECEIVED 

DC, 3 1 1997 
sourH DA 
Ut/[/tffS c'60Tf, PUet,c 

· l,~ISSION 

U S WEST Communications has attached for fi ling with the Commission the 
following page from our Exchange and Nelwofl< Setvices Tariff: 

~ 
2 

~ 
19. 1 

~ 
2 

This fill"lg revises the language for Tenn1nallon Uabllity Charges in the General 
Regulations. USWC p,opcses an effective dale of December 1, 1997. 

We would appreciate acknowtedgment of recdipt of this filing. A duplicate 
copy of this letter is attached for your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~t....J ,.,.,,_,;.-
Colleen E. Sevold 
Manager-Regulatory Affairs 

Attachment 



TELECOMMUNICATIONS NEW SERVICES CLASSIFICATION FILING 

1) Requested Classification: (X) Non-Competitive 
( ) Emerging Competitive 
( ) Fully Competilive 

2) This service will be offered: (X) Intrastate, lntraLATA 
( ) Intrastate, lnterLATA 
( ) Interstate 

3) Detailed Description or Service: This is not a service. This filing 
revises the language for the T ermlnation Liability Charges. 

4) Reason for Change: To put the charge in the oontracts for the specific 
services. 

5) Basis for Rates: NIA 

6) Quantification or Customer Impact: Affects customers who are signing 
contracts. 

7) Proposed Effective Date: December 1, 1997 
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US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

Suuc of Sou1h Dakoca 
1,sucd: 10-30-97 

E,cthangc and Ncl\l·ork 
MrvicesTarlfT 

?. GENERAi. REGUI.ATIONS- CONDITIONS 0►" 0ffER ING 

l .2 ESTABL ISHING ANO f,~UR.'IISIIING SERYI CF. 
2.2. U TERMINATION Or S ERVICE (Con l'd) 

B. Tcnmna1ion Liabi l1l)'/Wai ,·cr Policy 

SECTIOS2 
Page 19. 1 
Rcka.-.c 2 

Effcc1i\·c: I 

Scr\'ICC) pro"idcd ,·ia service agrccmcnl s may be )l,ubjcct to !he Termi nation 
L1:1hi ll1 y/Wai vcr Policy. T his policy applic!ri only 10 .i,c rviccs 1ha1 specifically 
reference this Tcm1in:11ion Liabili ty/Waiwr Policy in thei r rc)l,pccli\'C scclion of 
1h1~ Tanff. 

I Definition~ 

Minimum Bi)liog Lc: \·c\ 

When ~ n1iccs ~ proYided under a service a.grccmcnl. a Minimum BIiiing Level 
will be established for use in calculating discontinuance charges. The M inimu m 
Billing Level is IOOCJ. percent of the tOlal mo nthly rJles for the service provided 
under lhc cuslomcr's SC l''icc agrccmcnl , unless otherwise specified. 

Minimum SfO'in, Period 

When :-crvicclo a re prov ided under a ~ " •ice agree menl. a Minimum Service 
Period ln:I)' be el!olabfo,hcd . This \4'0U ld be lhc period of time that the 100% fac:1or 
of the Tcnnination Liabil ity Charge would apply. 

2. Complete Disconnect 

If the cus1omcr chooscl> to complct::ly discontinue service. at any 1imc during the 
term of the agreement . a 1cnn ina1ion charge will apply. unless lhc customer 
i.a1isficl> the conditions specified in the Waiver Policy. The tcnnination charge is 
100% of the rates fo r the Min imum Service Period. if applicable. plus the (C) 
Minimum Billing Level multiplied by the termin:u ion h 3bil ity percentage I 
speci fi ed in 1hc SCl''ice agr«menl , for 1hc remaining term of the agreement. (C) 

5097-028 

For example. if the custome r discontinues service after 17 months of a 3-ycar 
(36 month) ugrecmcnt . 1he 1ermi na1 1on charge will be the Minimum Billing 
Le \•cl for the se rvice. multiplied by the termination liability ~rccnt:age. (C) 
mu ltiplied by 19 months. 

If the custome r discontinues SC r\•ice after 6 month~ of a 3-year (36 month) 
agreeme nt. wi th :a I -year ( 12 mont hs) Minimum Se rvice Period. the 
Termination Ch3rge will be 100% o f chc Mini mum Billing Leve l fo r the 
remaining 6 months of the Minimum Service Period, plus the Minimum Billing 
Leve l mu lt iplied by the 1ermina1ion linbility percentage. multiplied by 24 (C) 
months. 



Tc97. 179 

TC97•180 

TC97-178 

Nebcom. Inc. pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 214(a) and 47 C.F.R. 54201 hereby seeks designation as an eligible talacommunlcabons 
carrier within the local exchange area thal conl1itutes its service area. Nebeom. Inc. is the facilitias--based local exchange 
carrier presently providing local exchange 111tecommunlcations services In the following exchange: (605} 587 North Bristow. 
Nebom, Inc •• to its knowtodga, is th11 only carrlar loday providing local archange lelecommunications serv,ca in the above 
axc_~anga area_,_ {Staff: HBIKC) 

Red River Telecom, Inc. pursuant lo 47 U.S.C. 214(e} and 47 C.F.R. 54.201 hereby seeks designat>on as an eligible 
telecommunications carrier "'1thln Iha local exchange area that consli1utes its service area In South Dakota. Red RNer 
Telecom, Inc. ls the facilities-based local exchange carrier presently providing local exchange telecommunications services 
In the lolloM1g exchange In Sooth Dakota: (605) 553 South Lidgerwood. Red River Telecom, Inc., lo its knowledge. ls the onty 
carrier IQ!:l_ayp,~ingJ~L!lr~t'!_a~e_ l!!J_lecommunieatiQ_n~_r\1C~ Q)e_!lbov~_erc_~a_r,ge_ arjla _ (Slaff· HBJCH.\ 

FORMAL COMPLAINT FILED 

Ban Hofer vs U S WEST Commurications. lne. "We liYe In southern Spink County on the northern end ol the Huron area phone 
line served by US WEST. We experience frequanl phone seMCa outages.. Th&se mosl oflen happen when there is a weather 
change. The serviceman !ell us Iha! wind drives In snow and dtrl In Iha boxes, or a d1op ol moistu10 which shorts out arcuits. 
Mee also have caused outegas by being In the born. AIM, Iha serviceman tell us Iha relay equipment is of Iha oldest style. 
seldom round In use any mo,a. Our Internal connections are slow. The majority (33 of 50 connections) are In the 12,00 lo 
16,800 t,s:. range. The low capacity ol the phone llnes may also relale to line notSa and weak phone Slgnals we 81perienca. 
There are no moIa phone lines available for our uso lo out farm. Today's agri-buslnesa operallOn is relying Increasingly on 
rapid communication to do business. On one phone line we have: phone , lax and lnlemat. a family residence. a !arm/ranch 
that produces a hall mlllion dollars ol ag. p,oducts annually, and a faun/ranch Bed & BIeaklasV1a1m vacation boslncss 
{pos$lbi6ity ra,m) • task Iha! the PUC grant the following refiaf. ·puc should mandate th al u s WEST updale the lines In our 
area so that we can opafate our ag busines.s. lourism business and personal busmess in an expechenl manner We need rwo 
mnIe lines which are Dftsentty unavailable 10 our farm • !Slaff SW/CHI 

11/05197 11121/97 

11/05197 11121/97 

10129/97 NA 

lajllOlta,III-• TNC--,._ . _,...,..1,11.,,_...,. __ , __ .,. ___ p1Mw .-.t, - C--.-11y t!....-.,aiot_,.,NQ,...,..C "°'""'CIP,,c.C.C.MI - '•""'0- -9" IOll',eC-.-
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South DHot.t TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS 
Public Uulmcs Comm1ss1on 
Stuc Capi10\ 500 E. Capi1ol 

Tllne_,.1M~t.-vkt .... lNlllM~"-•'11Cetwdfoflheperlod ot: 

Pierre, SD 57501 -5070 10/31/97 through 11/06/97 
Phone: (800) 332-1782 

Fu:: 1601-1173•3809 
tfyounNd • COfflPMCeconof • ~taud,°"""IIII H fn ..... Ofmeil9cllOyou.,... .. con&.ldo.161,MKotbowtlhlnft .... o.r•ollhla1161ng. 

OOC:KET TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 
DATE INTERVENTION 

NUMBER 
FILED OEADUNE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Appicabon by V'llta Commonications. Inc. to,• Cettiflcata ol Authority to operate H • telecommunicalions company within the 

TC97-173 
state of Sooth Dakoca. (Staff: TSICH) ·Applicant M8ks authority to offer a lu11 range of 1 • lnta1axchange telecommunications 10/31197 11/21/97 

:;:::. o,.n~
1
=1~

0
~.~~t ~=~~~.::.:~==~o 0~:::.::~, ~ul-WATS. In-WATS and Calling Card 

Application ~ NTI Telecom, Inc. for a Cartit\eata of Authority to operate as a talacommunlcatlons company "'1thln the state of 

TC97-174 = ~~ ~~~~;>T:i=.~-~=~= ~~':!~::::-;:r:~S:S!!~ public ... The seMCes 
10/31/97 11/21/97 

NONCOMPETITIVE r.:LECOMMUNICATIONS FILING 

US \NEST Convnuniealions Ned to revtSe the languaga for Tannination Liability Charges in Iha General Regulabons section 

TC87-175 of its Exchange and Nftt.Not1ic Services Tariff. (Staff: TS/CH) The raason for Iha change IS '10 pot !he charge In Iha contracts 10/31197 11121/97 

lorthe g...-lftc seMCn. USWC oro----- an affective date or December 1 1997.• 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

Dickey Rural Talaphone Cooperative pumianl to 47 U.S.C. 214{e) and 47 C.F.R. 54 201 hereby seeks dnignabon as an 
eligible telecommunications carrier within the local exchange area that constrtutas rts service araa in South Oakola Oic:key 

TC97-176 
Rural Telephone Cooperative is the laal~basad local exchange carrier p,esently p,ovkting local e1ch1nge 11/03197 11/21/97 
telecommunications services in the following a1ch1ngH in South Dakota . (605) 358 South Fo1bn. (605) 379 South Netvtk, 
(605) 383 South Guelph. and (605) 687 South Venturia. Dickey Rural Telephone Coope1atrva. to ltS knowledge, is Iha onty 
carrier toda" ~ovldlnn loc.a1 archanne lalecommunlcations service In the above aIehanne area /Staff HBIKCI 

Ockey Rural Communications, Inc. pursuant 1047 U.S.C 21 4(a) and 47 C.F.R 54 201 he1aby seeks de11gnat10n as an al101ble 
telecommunications carrier within the local exchange a,aa that conatituln rts MtMCa area In South Oak~• Dickey Rural 

TC97-177 
Communlcalioos, Inc. is Iha l1dlitiff..b8Hd local exchanga carrier p,nanUy p,olllding k>Cal exchange 1elacommurucabom1 11/03/97 11/21/97 
sel\'lces rt the lolloYMQ exchanges In South Dakota: (005} ?69 South Ashley, (605) 348 South Ellendale. and (605) 735 Souln 
Forman. Dickey Rural Communlcalions, Inc., lo its knowledge, ii Iha only ea1rie1 today providing local exchange 
I m-··n! n ---~-- In h · _._ __ _ .., •x · -,- - •~•-ff: :'.',n·...,,. , 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BYUS WEST 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR REVISIONS TO 
ITS EXCHANGE AND NElWORK SERVICES 
TARIFF 

ORDER APPROVING 
REVISIONS TO TARIFF 

TC97-175 

On October 31 , 1997. the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a fihng by U S WEST Commumcat1ons. Inc (U S WEST) regarding revisions lo 
,ts exchange and network services tariff The purpose of this fil ing is to revise language 
for 1erm1na11on hab1l 1ty charges in the General Reguta11ons. 

The following tanff sheets were filed with regard to the Exchange and Network 
Services Ta riff 

~ 
191 

At 1ts duly nol1ced meeting on January 8, 1998, the Commission considered this 
matter 

The Comm1ssl0fl has junsd1d1on over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-31 
and ARSO Article 20 10 The Comm1ss1on unanimously voted to approve the above 
revisions to U S WESTs Exchange and Network Services Tariff. It is therefore 

ORDERED, that the Commission approves U S WESTs revisions to ,ts Exchange 
and Network Services Tariff as described above 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. th,s }3tL day of January, 1998. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

fnt ~ ntlfOr ctnaflft tr\111 In. 
~,_ONll-...alOOly!,CO'tlloe,rt,Nol 
IKOl'Cllf'l ln.dlCIC:lllt, N-,..,OfllhlOod<lt---

::.:.;,~""..=r= 
:.,~r::/2 

(OFFICIAL SEAL) 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
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