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Jnlht'\bnrrol IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPLICATION OF DTG COMMUNITY 
TELEPHONE, INC. FOR A 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY TO 
PROVIDE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVK:ES, INCLUDING LOCAL 
EXCHANGE SERVICES, IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Puhlk tilitie~ Commission of lh l' St:1tc of South Uakut.i 
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October 14. 1997 

Wil liam Bullard. Exccu1i,•e Director 
South Dakota Public U1ili1ics Commission 
500 Eas1 Capitol 
Pierre. South Dakota 57501 

RE: Applkallon ror Certificate or Aulhorily 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

RECEIVED 
OCT 1~ 1997 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTillTIES COMMISSION 

On behalf of DTG Community Telephone. Inc .. ("OCT'). I have enclosed the 
original and eleven copiel- of the APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE 
AlITHORITY and the original and eleven copies o f the REQUEST FOR 
CONRDENTIAL TREATMENT OF INFORMATION. Also enclosed isthc 
S2Sfj application filing fee. 

Please fil e stamp and date the extra copy of each und return 10 Robert G. Marmet, 
auomey for OCT. in the enclosed self-addressed stamped enve lope. Thank you. 

Si;crly .. 

:r:.;~ '"J~ 
Adminis1rativc AS)istam 

Enclosures 



OC l ! \ 1997 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITl:;s COMMISSffilf,f DA KOIA µus 
OF THE ST A TE OF SOUTH DAKOTA Ifs COMM1es,d ~c 

IN THE MA ITER OF THE APPLICATION 
OF DTG COMMUNITY TELEPHONE. INC. 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY TO 
PROVIDE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICES IN SOUTH DAKOTA. 

INITIAL PETITION 

DOCKETTC97-__ 

DTG Community Telephone. Inc. ('"OCT'). hereby file~ its Applica1ion pursuan110 
SDCL f49-3 1-3 and ARSD 20: 10:24:02. fo r the purpose of receiving a Ccnific.:uc of Authority 
to pro,·idc 1elccommunlca1ions SCf\'ices. specifically including blu not limited 10. local exchange 
services in the State of South O:>J:01a. 

APPLICATION FOR CERJJACATE OF AUTHORITY 

In suppon of its application OCT provides the fo llowing information. pursuant to ARSD 
20: J0:24:02: 

t . Name. add~ and telephone number ot applicant: 

DTG Community Tclcphon~. Inc. 
29705 453ni Avenue. P.O. Box 66 
ln:nc:. SD 57037-0066 
Phone: (605)-263-3301 
Facsimile: (605) 263-3995 

2. The name under which the Applicant will provklt U,es,r stn'itt:S if dJfftrent than In 
,ubdlvlslon (I ) ol lhe se<Uon: 

~rvicc may be pro\'ided under the name of "OTO", ··ocr· or the full corponnc name. 

3. n the applicant ls a corporation: 

(a) The state In which II ls incorporated. ttw date of incorporation and • copy of IL'i 
tt:rtiflcate of incorporation or, Ir II ls an out-of-state corporation, a copy of Its 
crrtiflcale or authority. 

OTO Community Telephone. Inc. is a South Dak01a Corporation incorporated September 
HI. 1997 . Sec Anachment I. Anicles of Incorporation. 



(b) 11te locatk>n or Its prtndpal office, Ir any, In this stale and the name and address 
or Its t'WT'mt rq~tcred agenL 

29705 453nt Avenue 
PO Box 66 
Irene. SD 57037-0066 
Registered Agent Thoma.s W. Hertz 

(c) The names and addresses or any corporation, a.-.soclalion, partnership, 
cooperali\>'e, or Individual holding a 20 perctnl or grealer ownnshlp or 
managemenl lntcf'fSt in the appUcanl corporation and the amount and charader or 
the ownershJp or managemenl intel"C'il: 

DTG Communi1y Telephone. Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Dakoca 
Telecommunications Group. loc .. a Delawan: corporation. wi1h priocipal offices a1 29705 
453rd Avenue. P.O. Box 66. lrcnc. Sou1h Oak.ma 57037-0066. 

(d ) The names 1tnd addl"'tMeS of subsktlarie! owned or controlled by lhe applicant: 

None 

4. If tht applicanl is a partnership, the naJM, title, and businas adclres.s or nch 
partner, both aeneral and limited: 

No1 applicable 

5. A spedflc description of the telttommunlcatlons senlct:S the applicant lntencl5 10 
Off't'r: 

Services in Sou1h Dakma will include, but arc not limited lo. local exchange service. and 
other 1elerommunications services incidental to local exchange service. 

6. A ddalled statemtnt or the meam by whk:h the appUca.nt wUI provklt Its services. 
including the type and quantity of equ.Jpmffll to he used In the ope:ratk>n, the capacily, and 
the expeded m.e or tilt equipment: 

OCT will have a new Lucent Technologies SESS switch. which will have Release: 12 
sor1warc by 1hc end or the yeur. The new swi1ch will provide 1elephonc cu.~1on1ers wi1h scr\'iccs 
such as high-speed Internet access. Caller ID. Centrex . \'Oice mail. fax s1oring and forwurding. 
answering services. 1-800/888 SCl"'icc. \'idco conren:ncing. and ISDN. a.~ we ll as ru1ure ATM 
capabilities. 

Pagel 



7. The geographic area in which the senlces will be offt!red, Including a map 
describing tht servltt arn : 

OTO Communil)' Telephone. Inc. will be assuming 1hc local exchange oper.uions of 
Dako111 Cooperati\·e Tclccommunicat1ons. Inc. for the following c:xchnngcs: Alsen (253). 
Beres ford Rurnl (957), Chnncellor (647), Da,i s f238) , Aygc:r (327). Gaywi lle (267). Hurley 
(238). lrcrn, (263). Lennox (647). Monroe: (297). Parker (297). Volin (267). Wakonda (267) and 
Worl hing (372). Map is auached a.~ A11achmcn1 II . 

8. Current nnandal statemenls; a ropy of the applkant's latest annual repurt; a copy of the 
applicant 's report to stockholders; and a ropy of appUcant's tariff with tht lerms a nd 
conditions of service: 

A copy of 1he 1996 year~nd income s1a1emen1s and balance sheets fo r DakOla 
Cooperative Telecommunications. Inc .• the predecessor to Dakota Telecommunications Group. 
Inc .• the pan:n1 .:orporJtion. is attached as Appendix G. OCT will noi prepare a scparJtc annual 
rcpon or rcpo:b to s1oc:kholders. OCT would not be subjcc1 10 regulation for its local service 
rates si nce it fall s within the s1a1utory exemp1ion granted by SOCL 49•31 ·5.1 ( less than 10.000 
customers). 

9. Tht namr:s and addnsses of the applkant's representatives to " 'horn all Inquiries 
should be made ttgarding romplalnts and regulatory matlers and a description of how lhe 
applicant handlts tu.Stomt.r blUlnp and customer service mailers: 

Tim Dupic 
DTG Community Telephone. l11t. 
PO Box 66 
h<nc . SD 57037-0066 

Customer billing and customer scniice mauers wi ll be handled in exactly the same 
manner as the parent company, OCT. currently handles them. lncsc practicc.'i an: well known by 
1hc Commission. 

10. A 1bit of tht states In which the applkanl L, reg15tered or certined to do business a nd 
if the a pplicant has ever bffn denied regl<11tration or certilkallon In any state and the 
reuoM for tht denial: 

OCT is only registered to do business in South Dakota. DakOla Telecommunications 
G roup, Inc .. the: parent corporn1ion. ei1hcr on its own or 1hrough Olhcr subsidiaries. is registered 
10 do bus iness in Delaware. Iowa. Minnesota. Nebraska. Nonh Dakota. Colorado and Illinois. 
There is an application pending in Wisconsin. Neither OCT nor its parent. DTG, nor any 
subsidilll)' of OTO has ever been denied rcgisiration or ccnifi cation in any state. 

PagrJ 



11. A detailed des<"riptJon or how lhe appllcanl inlends to markel il~sen ·kes. the 
qualincaUons or i" marketing sales personnel, il~ targel market, whether the a pplicant 
engages in 11ny multllnel marketing, a nd the copies or 11ny l'ompany brochures u.'it.'d lo 
assist In lhe s»lc or ser,•kes: 

OCT in1ends to continue the marketing prJClicc:,, of ib prcdccc:,,:,,or:,,, D:1kota Coopcrnti vl' 
Tclecommumcauons, Inc. and Dakota Telccommunicalions Group. Inc. The Commi!i-!i- ion i, 
famihar wi1h lho.-.c pr.1c11cc, . Bccnusc OCT \.\'ill be :b!i-Uming the obligation:. and bcndi b of the 
Eligible Telecommun ication.-. Carner Slatus which wa.-. granted 10 DTG in TC97-030. OCT will 
ad,·crt1 -.c lb -.cn •1c~ in a manner con.-. 1!i-ten1 wi1h ib obhgations a., an Eligible 
Telecommunication!> Carrier. Mark.cling will fo llO\.\' l' thical proccdurl'~ by qualified pL"r.-onncl 
(mululc,·cl marketing will not be u.-.ct.l ). 

12. Cost support ror rat~ shown in the company's ta riff'ror all non-compelitlni o r 
emerging comiwlltfre scn ·lces: 

OCT will adopt all co, t i,upport d,ua and pricing praclicc.!I from ib predecessor. Dako1a 
Coopcr.s1i,·;:: Tclccommunicauom,, Inc. and Dakota Telecommunications Group. Inc. 

CONCLUSION 

Thi, Applicalion i~ a pan of a corpornll' rcorgan11.ation \.\'hich is being undertaken h)' 
Dakola Telccommumcat ion, Group. Inc. 10 comply wuh Federal laws and regulltions and IO 
allow !he company 10 pro\'1dc enhanced M:l'\'1ccs to ib cus1on,cr... Through ~ n•icc agrccmcnb 
with ib parent corpor.uion. DCT will employ qualified managers and lt."C hnic1an!i- and have :tccc.-.:. 
10 suffic1c m capnaJ 10 allow ll 10 conunuc the i,ame high cahbcr of ..en •1cc 10 ib local cus10111cr.. 
that it has pro, 1dcd o,•cr 1hi..· la_,t 45 )'Can.. 

OCf rc:.pcc1full)' rcquc.~b that the Co111m1:..-.io11 gr.uu DTG Communi ty Telephone . Inc. :i 
Cenificate of Authoflly 10 opc:ratc as a 1clccommumca11on.-. company \.\•nhm the !>lalc of South 
Oak:Ola. Bt."\:IIU~ lhc Commi,) ion i:. familiar with the operation, of OCT throughout ii... 45 year 
CA.blencc, and bccau,-c 1h1s Apphrauon -.c..-ck.!> only to allow a differem i,ubsidi:iry corpor.111on 10 
contmuc: to operate foc1bue ... \.\hl(:h are presently being operated under a Ccnificatc of Authority 
which ha:, bi:cn m effect for many ycan., OCT rcspec1full)' rcquc)IS that no lci.timony be n:qum:d 
and lhat expedited C00)1dcrnuon be g1,·cn 10 thb matlcr. 

Dated th1) J::t._ day of Oc1obcr. 1997. 

DTG Community T clcphonc. Inc. 

By 
- (ij I~ 

Thoma ... W. Hcnz 'g 
Prc~uk m 



VERIACATION 

Thomas W. Hcnz, being of legal age and duly sworn . s1atcs that he is the President of Dako1a 
Telecom. Inc .. that he has read the fo regoing Appl ication. that he is fami liar with the comcms 
thereof. and thut such is true. occuratc. and correct to the best of his knowledge. 

State of South Dakotu, 
)SS. 

County of Clay. 

7UI~ 
Thomas W. Hcnz 
President 

Subscribed and sworn 10 be fore me thi s J__ day 

(SEAL) 
My Commission. Expires: ~ IYNGSTAD 

"'-~-.::;:,-

Pagt'.S 



·$ : l~M ~~T I 
Illed ~l~ _., • 

I S.p:!: q7 
r . / ·- · ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

r ) '!:<· -, • .,_ OF 
, . r '--'l-'-'-::-·-· T, ~. (/ DTG COMMUNITY TELEPHONE, INC. 

_,.. ~-~x~-:ds~~,;; undersigned for the purpo!oe of forming a South Dak01:i busin~ss 
corporation under Chnptcr-l7 of SDCL. :ind Acts Amcndntory thereto. 

ARTICLE I 

Same 

The n:lmc of the corpor:u,on 1s OTG Commuruty Telephone, Inc. 

ARTICLE II 

Pcrjod or Exl~1rgcc 

1nc period of c:us1cncc 1s perpcrual. 

ARTICLEW 

Purpogs 11nd powers 

llw purpose: or purposes for which the corporation is org:miud :uc: 

I . To engage in the business of 1clccommunlcations. comrnun.ic:u..ions and other 
similar act1vi1ics. 

2. To engage in :iny other business incidental or related lhcrcto, and such other 
business or business acuvitics :is shall be considered desirable by the 
directors. and to make Md execute any and all agreements for the purposes 
outlined. including agreements for borrowing of money. to construct. own. 
purcba.sc. mairu3.in. opcr:uc. sell. lease or dispose of real :1nd person~ 
propcny which may be necessary or advisable for the cmyiog on of the 
business of lhc corporarion: and to do all otber things subsidiary, necessary, 
or contingent for c:urying out and into effect the: main purposes of the 
corporation: to enter into pannerships: and any and all other lawful purposes 
for whic!J; corporations mny be incorporated under the South Dakota Business 
Corporation Act 



ARTICLE Iv 

Authorized Caplllll 

The number of shares wtuch the corporation sh:ill have authority to issue. itcmiicd by 
class. par value: of shares, shares without par value. and series. if any. within a cl.iss: 

Class Series 

Common None 

Number of 
Shares 
AuthorizeJ 

2.000 

P:u' Value Per Share/ 
Statement That Shares 

Ate Withouc P:u- Value 

No P:u-Valuc 

UnJcs.s otherwise prohibited by :my agrccmcn1 authorized by the Board of Directors, all sh.ires 
authorized under this Article IV nuy be issued fro m time to time :u the sole discretion of the 
Board of Oucctors wi1hcu1 the nc«:ssiry of obtaining shareholder approval or consent. 

ARTICLEV 

~Etc. 

The ;'f'Cfcrcoces. limitations. designations. !Uld relative rights of lhc common stock: None. 

ARTICLE VJ 

Capitalizalion 

The corporation will not commence business until consider.u.ioo of the v:1.luc: of at lc:LSt 
Sl.000 ba.s been received for the issU:l.ncc of sh31'eS. 

ARTICLE VII 

Rnistea:d oms, and Amu 

The address of its rcgis1crcd office is DTG Community Telcphooc. Inc .• Ea.st 
Highway 46, lrme. South D:ik:0ta 57037. and lhc name of its rcgistcmi :tgcot at such address is 
Thomas W. Hertz. 



ARTICLE V.l 

~ 

The: number of directors constituting the Initial Board of Directors is mrcc. and the nnmc 
and address of the persons who arc to serve as dircctors unul the first meeting of the s~:i.n:holdcrs 
or until their successors arc elected and shall qualify arc ns fo llows: 

Name 

Thomas W. Hcnz 

Craig A. Anderson 

TimOOly A. G. Dupic 

ARTICLE IX 

Address 

PO Box 66 
29705 453rd A\'COUC 
Irene, South D31tota 570J7 

PO Box 66 
29705 4S3111 Avenue 
Irene, Sou1h D31tora 57037 

PO Box 66 
29705 453rd Avenue 
Irene, South D31tota 57C37 

The name llnd address of the iocorporator is ns fo llows: 

Name 

Thomas W. Hcnz 

ARTICLEX 

Address 

PO Box 66 
29705 453rd Avenue 
Irene. South D31tota 57037 

To the fullest cxtcni permitted by Soul.b Dakota Jaw governing this corporation as the 
same may exist or may hereafter be amended, no director of the corpor:uion shall be pcrsonaJly 
liable for any mooctary dnmagcs for brc:1eb of fiduciary duty :is :i dirttcor of the corporation; 
provided.. however, dw such limitation upon a director's liability shall not cx1cnd to any liability 
for any breach of the director's duty of loyalty to lbc corporation or its shareholders for (a) acts or 
omiuions DO( in good failh or which involve intentional misconduct or 3. knowing viol:u..ion of 



the lilw, (b) anv viol:itton of SDCL Sections-ii -IS to -17-5-19, inclusive or (c) for any u-ans:icuon 
for which the director derl\·ed an improper personal benefit. 

ARTICLE XI 

Prte-mpth'e Right,; 

No holder of ilny class of s1ock in the corpor.n1on shaJI. as such holder. have the 
Prcempli\·e or prefere ntial nght of subscription (a) 10 acquire any class of any unissued or 
~asury sh;ucs oi the corpor::111on or obliga1ions of the corpor.J.tton convertible into such sh:ircs 
which may be is ued or sold or (b) to any right of subscription or to any warrant or op11on fo r 1he 
purchase of any such s1ock or convemble obligJtions. other than such ngh1s (if any) as the Board 
of Directors. in 1tS discrcuon. mJy detennine from time to time. 

These Arucles may be amended in the mlllner authorized by 13\1.' a1 the 1ime of 
:unendn1en1. 

(The remainder of th.is page is imcnlion:iUy left blank! 



CONSENT OF APPOINTMENT BY TPE REGISTERED AGENT 

Thom.as Hertz hereby gives his consent 10 serve as the registered agent for DTG Community 
Telephone, Inc, 



Executed in duplic:m: on the q+:r- day of S.atYk~r 1997. 

STATE OF SOL TH DAKOTA 
: 15 

COL'l'<TY OF CL~ Y ) 

On this 9'=" day of ~pk,J,...r 1997 bcfcm me. tbc uodcrsigncd officer. 
pcrsom:illy :ippcarcd THOMAS W. HERTZ known to be or satisfactorily proven to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the within insrrumer:u and xknowledged Wt be cxcaucd the same 
for the p-.1.1)0SC therein contained. 

I!\" WITNESS WHEREOF. I hereunto set my band md official seal. 

(SEAL) 
My Commission Expires: 





RECEIVED 

BEFORE THt: PUBLIC UTII.ITlt:S COMM ISSION 
OCT • 1997 

OFTIIE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA t~~~~f~AKO! A PL •11c 
... _,/, .. Vi s: .i. 

IN TME MA TI"ER OF TME APPLIC1\ TION 
OF DTGCO~li\lUNITY li:Ll!l'I IONE. INC. 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY TO 
PROVIDE TL:.Ll:.COMMUNICATJONS 
SERVICES IN SOUTH DAKOTA 

REQUES I FOR 
CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT 

OF INFORi\1A l'ION 
DOCKET TC97-__ 

Pursuant 10 ARSD 20 10 0 I 41 , DTG Commun i1y Telephone, Inc ("OCT'). u.-qucsts 

that the auached original and ten copies of 1\ppcndix G. Consolidated Financial S1atements of 

Dakota Coopcrali \'C Tclccommunications. Inc . be trcati..-d as confidential information, as 

contemplated by ARSD 20. 10 0 1 40 through ARSD 20 10 01 45 In compliance with ARSD 

20 10 01 -11, OCT provides the following information 

I The document in the auached envelope is a copy of the consolidated fi nancial statement of 

Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc. for the year ending 12/31/96. 

OCT r•.,quests that the information remain confidential for five (5) YEARS 

The name address and telephone number of the pcnon to be contacted regarding the 

confidentiality request is 

Robcn G Marmet 
POilo,(,(, 
Irene. SD 57037-0066 
(605) 263-JJ0 I 

4 SDCL 37·29- 1(4) provides as fo llows 

(4) '"Trade secret. '" info rmation. including a formula, pattern, 
compilation. proKram, dc\·icc, melhod, technique or process. that. 
(i) Derives independent economic va lue. actual or potential, from not being 
Mcnerally known to, and 1101 bcinM readily asccnainable by propt.-r means by, other 
persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use; and 



(ii) ls the subject of cfTons that arc reasonable ur.Jcr the circumslAllccs to 
mainta in i1s secrecy 

Financial infonnation regardi ng OCT and its parent cou ld potentially offer competitors an 

advantage in providing tek"COmmunic:a1ions services 10 consumers 

WHEREFORE. DCT respectfully requests that the South Dakota Publ ic Utili ties Commission 

treat the material contained in the attached Cfl\'clope as confidential 

Dated 1his £ 1r of October. 1997 

Irene, SD 57037 
(605) 263-3301 



NEXT 

DOCUMENT (S) 

DISREGARD 

BACKGROUND 



DAKOTA CO-OP TELECOMMUNICA110NS, INC. 
f'.O. eox II • IAE.Nt:. SOUTH DAKOTA S7037-00II 

'l'\lO HUNDRED run A.ND 00/100 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTlLlTIES COMMISS ION 
STATE CAP ITOL 
500 E CAP ITOL 
PIERRE SD 57501 

Oc t ober 14 , 1997 

Filing Fen 

(To provide 

,:oqii,0001,i:,,: oq so 110 11q,. 

10/lli/97 

""""9tA 032586 

Check I 032586 

Amoun t $250.00 



South Dakota TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS Public Unhric, Comm1ss1on 
St:11e C:.ipitol 500 E. Capitol TMM .,. the w.c~ • ..vb Ninfl ll'llit u,,. Conmlu ion ..... r.uNed lo, the period ol: 

Pierre, SD 57501-5070 10/10/97 through 10/16/97 
Phone: (800) 332-1782 

Fa.": (605) 773-3809 
"you Med. compWecopyor • ~ ,.. .. , OYfl"NghC HPfHMd, Ofll'lliled IOJOI,, plH M Conl.Kt Odane l(olbowilhln.,.... iu.,, ol ltw1 llhng, 

DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INTERVENTION 
,WMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

US 'I.IE.ST Communications requests thal the Commission dnlgnata US WEST an allgible telacommunicabon• carrier for 
TC97-163 aH a,eas in which ii is authorized to pr<Nida service Wlhin lhe state. The request is made pursuant to 47 U.S.C. §214 (e)(2) and 10110/97 10131197 

47 C.F R. 65-4 .201 . lStaff: HBIK.Cl 

Three River Telco pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 5-4 201 he,eby seeks deslgnabon as an ehg1Dle 
telecommunlcalions carrier within the local uchange area that constitutes its service area. Three River is the lacilltN!s-based 

TC97-167 local ellchange carrier presently prow:Sing local exchange telecommunications servfces ln the following exchange Nor1h Naper. 10116/97 10/31197 
South Dakota (605) 834. Three Riwtf, IO b knowledge, ls the only earner today proYiding local exchange telecommuntealions 
services In the above Identified exchanne a,aa. tStarr: HBIKCf 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Applieatlon by DTG Community Telephone, Inc. ror a Certificate of Authority to operate as a telecommunicat10ns company 
wlttwl ltle state ol South Dakota, (StaH TS/KC) · services In South Dakota will include , bl.It are not limited lo. local e1change 
soMco , and other tolecommunlcations services Incidental to local erchange seMCe ... DTG Community Telephone. Inc WIii 

TC87-UM 
be assuming the local exchange operalions of Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications. Inc lo, the lollOWVtg e1changes 

I011S/97 10/3 1197 
Alsen (253) , Beres ford Rural (957), Chancellor (&47) , Davis (238). Flyger (327), Gayv,,lle (267), Hurley (238). Ilene (263) , 
Lennox (647) , Monroo (297), Par1c.er (297) , Volin (267). Wakonda (267) and Worthing (372) ... Because OCT WIil be assuming 
lhe obligallons and benefits of the Eligible Telecommunications Carrier status which was granted 10 DTG In TC97-0 30, OCT 
WIit advertise rts services in a manner consislent Wllh its obliaalions as an Eliaible Telecommunications Carner · 

NEGOTIATED INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT FILED 

US IJVEST Communications, Inc. filed !or approval b)1 the Comnussion the negotiated inferconnectlon Agreement For SeMCe 
Resale Between Mldco Communications, lnc. and U S WEST The Agreement provides lor Midco to resell U S WEST locat 

Respcnses Due 
TC97-165 exthange serv,ces 1n South Dakota Any pel"50n wishing lo commenl on the parties' request for apprOYal may do so by fibng 10115197 

11/06197 
written com ments with the Commission and the parties to the agreement no later than November 6, 1997 P.irbes to the 
aoreement mav file written resoonses to the comments no later than Novomber 24 1997 -

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILING 

US IJVEST Communications tiled to add S.90 for the Touchtone roll-tn to tho Smart PAL This increase was appttod 10 BallC 
TC97-166 PAl SeMCe "but was not app.ad to Smart Pubic Access I.Jne due lo the lac1 lhal !he Commission had nol iuued an approved 10113/97 10/24/97 

rrl•r"n fl"C:::mn rtCl.c.l , - ·· h Th;..,.h ... u- r 14 1oa7· ,r-._ .. ,.., _._., 



l'()IJa, 66 
t.~-. SD rar 
601.'l>J•JJOI 

NO\ embcr 24. 1997 

rummi Stangohr 
Utili1y Anal)'SI 
South Dakota Public U1ilitics Commission 
500 EAs1 Capilol A \'enue 
Pierre. SD 57501 

RE: uockc1 TC97-16-l 
Applica1ion of DTG Communily Telephone. Inc. 

Dear Ms. Stangohr: 

RECEIVED 

NOV 2 b 1997 
SOUTH DAK 
UTJur,f t COOMTA Pt.JBt1c 

- MISSION 

I apoJ,.,gizc for the confusion the DTG Commw1i1y Telephone applica1ion cau..c:d at the 
Commission. I shall make every cffon to clarify the applicalion. 

DTG Community Telephone ("DCY') is a newly created subsidiary of Dako1a 
Tdccommunica1ions Group. Inc. r·DTG .. ) Q\•er the )'Cars. OTG has diversified into 
cable tcle\'ision. lnlcmet scr.•ices, data and long distance operations. Our current plan is 
to transfer the local 1clcphone exchange ( .. l.EC'") assets of wha1 used to be Dakota 
Coopcraii\'e Telecommunications. Inc . into the "new" OCT. As it stands today, the LEC 
operation ov.11s the shares. and is ultimately responsible for the debt. of the cable 
television. long distance and Internet operations. 

DTG will remain the employer of all a employees. and will retain ownership of 
adminis1rativc offices. ll1is transfer will allow the company to better allocate the costs of 
employees to the appropriate subsidiary. and avoid any unintentional cross-subsidizat ion 
by the regulated 1>:trt oflhe company. 

OCT will con1inue to own the local exchange carrier assets and operate lhc nine 
exchanges it has been operating for many years. In that sense. it is just a name change. 
1-towc\'er. instead of the LEC owning the shares of all oflhe other subsidiaries, i1 will 
become a subsidiaryof DTG. In that sense. it is more than a name change. 



Tammi Stangohr 
November 24. 1997 
Page 2 

llu:re will be no change in managemcnl . There will be no change in the technical 
opc.-ra1ions. The only change in the financial capabi lity or the company is to make DCT. 
the ent ity o" Tiing and operating the LEC. responsible: fo r the LEC debts alone. This 
change should not affect the consumers in any way. 

Because thi s is a continuation of an existing opcra1ion by a wholly owned subsidial')' of 
the existing opcmlor. OCT would respectfully request that the Commission waive its 
requirement of a bond. Dakota is we ll-known to the Commission and will not be 
changing its policies regarding cuslomer dcposi1s or pre-paid colling cards. 

Please lei rm." know if you h:l\'e any fun.her questions or requests. 

Sincere ly. 

Robert G. Mannet 

cc: Karen E. Cremer 
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May 21 . 1998 

Tammi Stangohr 
Soulh Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol Bui lding 
S00 Eas1 Capi1ol A venue 
Pierre. South Dakota 57501 -5070 

RE, SD PUC Dockd TC97- 164 

Dear Ms. S1angohr: 

RECEIVED 
MA; ) . 1998 

soun1 OAl(0iA PUBLIC 
UTILIT/fS CG ','. ·.11ss10N 

Per your corTCSpondencc December JO. 1997 10 Robert Marmet. I have enclosed a 
S25.000 Indemnity Bond naming DTG Community Telephone, Inc .. as principal. 

if you have any questions, please conlacl Bill Heaston or myse lf. 

Sincerely, 

±~,7~ 
Adminasuat1\·e As istam 

Enclosure 



INDEMNITY BOND 
Bond No. 68727276 

KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS: 
Effective Date : May 13, 1998 

Thal we, DTG COMMUNITY TELEPHONE. INC ., as Principal, and WESTERN SURETY 
COMPANY . a corporation authorized to do surety business in the Stale of South Dakota. as 
Surety , arc held and firmly bound un10 the South Dako1a customers of the Principal in the sum 
of not to exceed TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND AND N0/100 DOLLARS ($25 ,000.00), for 
the payment of which well and truly 10 be made , we bind ourselves and our legal 
representatives. fi rmly by these presents . 

THE CONDITION of the above obligati on is such that WHEREAS the Principal has applied 
to the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (the ·commission•) for a Ccrtifica1e of 
Authority to rescll long•di stancc tclccommunicalions se rvices within the State of South Dakota 
and , as a condi1ion of recc!ving such Cenifica1e of Authority. has been required by the 
Commission to give thi s bond. 

NOW, T!lEREFORE. if the Principal shall in all respects full y and faithfully comply with all 
applicable provisions or Sou1h Dakota slate law and reimburse customers or the Principal for 
any prepayment or deposits such customers have made which the Principal may be unable or 
unwill ing to retu rn to such customers as a resuh or insolvency or other business failure , then 
thi s obligarion to be void : otherwise to remain in full fo rce and effecl. 

PROVIDED. 1his bond is continuous and may be cance lled by the Surely by giving thirty (30) 
days notice in writing to the Commission. and the Surely shall be relieved of any further 
liability under this bond thirty (30) days after such notice is se n! by First Class U.S. Mail . 
Regardless of the number of years this bond shall continue in fo rce, the number of claims 
made against this bond. and the number of premiums which shall be payable or paid, the 
Surety's total limit of li abi li1y shall nol be cumulati ve from year to year or period to period, 
and in no event shall the Surely's total li ability for all claims exceed !he amount set forth 
above. Any revision of the bond amount shall not be cumulative. 

Uatcd this~ day of _Mo~y~-----

Countersigned by: 

~✓-id✓c: / 
S~DakotaResident Age nt 

DTG COMMUN ITY TELEPHONE, INC .. 
Principal 

~ , ( II, 
By /k -(l( •J:5• 

(N:sme and Title) 

WESTEIU, SURETY COMPANY, Surety 

By (i d~v C. L<,nqdon. A,,L Sec. 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 
DTG COMMUNITY TELEPHONE, INC. FOR A 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, 
INCLUDING LOCAL EXCHANGE SERVICES, IN 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

ORDER GRANTING 
CERTIFICATE OF 

AUTHORITY 

TC97-164 

On October 15, 1997. the Pubhc Utihties COl'Mlission (Commiss1on). in accordance 
with SDCL 49-31-3 and ARSD 20 10 24:02. received an application for a certificate of 
authority from DTG Community Telephone, Inc (OCT). 

OCT sta·ed ,n its fil ing. "Services 1n South Dakota will include, but are not l imited 
to, local exchange service, and other telecommurncat1ons services incidental to local 
exchange service OCT w1U be assuming the local exchange operations of Dakota 
Cooperative Te1ecommurncations, Inc. for the following exchanges: Alsen (253), Beresford 
Rural (~57). Chancellor (647). Davis (238). Flyger (327). Gayville (267), Hu~ey (238). 
Irene (263). Lennox (647), Monroe (297). Parker (297). Volin (267). Wakonda (267) and 
Worthir:g {372) . Because OCT will be assuming the obligations and benefits of the 
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier stalus which was granted to OTG in TC97-030, OCT 
will advertise its services 1n a manner consistent with its obligations as an Eligible 
TelecommL1t1ications Camer." OCT has requested a waiver of ARSO 20:10:24:02(8) and 
(12) On !\ lay 22, 1998. OCT notified the Commission Staff that it had obtained the bond 
as requested by Staff 

On October 16, 1997, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing 
and the intervention deadline of October 31 , 1997, to interested individuals and entities. 
No pet1t1ons to intervene or comments were filed and at its regularly scheduled June 11 , 
1998, meeting, the Commission considered ocrs request for~ certificate of authority. 
Commission Staff recommended granting OCT a certificate of authority as OCT had 
furnished the Commission with a surety bond, subject to rural safeguards. Commission 
Staff funher recommended a waiver of 20.10:24:02(8) and (12). 

Th~ Cornm1ss1on finds that it has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Chapter 
49-31, specifically 49-31 -3 and ARSD 20·10 24.02 and 20:10:24:03. The Commission 
finds that OCT has met the legal requirements estabhshed for the granting of a certificate 
of authority OCT has, 1n accordance with SOCL 49-31-1, demonstrated suffic,ent 
technical . financ,a1 and managerial capabilities to offer telecommunications services in 
South Dakota F unher, the Comm1ss1on finds that there is good cause to waive 
subparagraphs (8) and (12) of ARSD 20 10·24 02 

The Comm1ss1on approves ocrs apphcat1on for a certificate of authority, subject 
to rural safeguards The cen1f1cate of authority for OCT shall authorize 11 to offer local 



exchange services m the following exchanges In South Dakota: Alsen (253}, Beresford 
Rural (957). Chancellor (647) , Davis (238), Flyge• (327). Gayville (267) . Hurley (238). 
Irene (263). Lennox (647), Monroe (297), Parker (297), Vol in (267). Wakonda (267) and 
Worthing (372} In the future. should OCT choose to provide local exchange services 
statewide, with respect to rural telephone companies. OCT will have to come before the 
Comm1ss10n 1n another proceeding before being able 10 provide local service 1n that rural 
service area pursuant to 47 USC. § 253(f) which allows the Commission to require a 
(X)l'Tlpany that seeks to provide service m a rural service area to meet the requirements in 
47 U SC § 21 4(e}( 1) for designat ion as an el191ble telecommunicallons carrier. In 
add1t1on, the granting of statewide certrftcat1on will not affect the exemptions, suspensions, 
and modificauons for rural telephone (X)l'TlpanIes found in 47 U.S.C § 251(f). It 1s therefore 

ORDERED. thal ocrs application for a Certificate of Authority to provide 
1etecommunicat1ons services, 1nclud1n9 local exchange services, 1s granted, and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that OCT shall file mformattonal copies of tariff changes with 
the Comm1ss1on as the changes occur; and 11 is 

FUR;THER ORDERED, that the Commission shall authorize OCT to offer its 
se!Vlces ,n lhe follawing exchanges in South Dakota: Alsen (253), Beresford Rural (957). 
Chancellor (647). Davis (238), Flyger (327), Gayville (267), Hurley (238), Irene (263), 
Lennox (647) . Monroe (297), Parker (297) , Volin (267), Wakonda (267) and Worthing 
(372); and it IS 

FUR'i'HER ORDERED, that the Commission finds good caus~ to waive 
su~paragraphs (B) and (12) of ARSD 20.10:24:02 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this~ day of June, 1998. 

CERTiflCATIE Of SERVICE 

ll'le~herlt01~1ftll'IIIIM 
aoamert•~~!Da8fi.c,o,,•PIAIH 
a,,_.,111cn.C11C1CUt.•lllledonlheooebC 
M!YCellll, tlfl,ICS,WMlo,~,_,..~mlll. 111 
propeftylOdl'NMd~ WOldWll't'I 
P,fOlildtl'III'-

//} / · 1/.A 

" /,{(,ll(,f/,z~ 

-~/1~/,l,f 

(OFFICIAL SEAL) 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 



SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION 

CERT/FICA TE OF AUTHORITY 

To Conduct Business As A Telecommunications Company 
Within The State Of South Dakota 

Authority was Granted June 11 , 1998 
Docket No TC97-164 

This is to certify that 

DTG COMMUNITY TELEPHONE, INC_ 

1s authorized to provide telecommunications services ,n South Dakota. 

rh1s cert1f1cate ,s issued in accordance w11h SDCL 49-3 1-3 and ARSD 
20 1r 24 02. and 1s sub1ect to all of lhe cond1t1ons and hm,tations conld1ned ,n 
lhe rules and s1a1u1es governing 11s conduct of offering telecommun1cahons 
seN1ces 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, th,s ~ 'day of ~ - 1998 

•
, , , 

. 
. 
,. 
I· 

•· . 
. 

. 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION: 

(;, 

~~~ - ·L ✓ ~ , «r:::,dv, 
LASKA SCOENFELDER, Con\m,ss10ner 
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