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Undi:cwa1cr.('amJ1ou lndepcnJcn1 ·1 dcphonc Comrany is cn..lu~mg .a n:qllCSt for 
dcs1pubon llS ..n ·cJag1blc 1clcrommumcit10~ c ,m~ ("E'I C-) BridgcWll!cr•ClllllilOW 
Independent 1 clephonc Comp.111y h:ls assumed um~ scmcc oblig;,uons for the nre:i it SC1'a 
und mctts the ri1,Tm for l:ffC de$1gn.i11on in acc:onlancc ,,..nh federal regulations. cxcc:p1 for 1he 
1t'c1111rcmcnt for ·roll comrol" s.:n ,ce Ondgcw:11..-1-C11111~1n1n lndepcnJcm Telephone Comp.in). 
Jlung ... ,,h others m 1hc 1nJ1Utl) "1111hc proc= ol cxam1m11~ the "roll conrrol' 1m1e. 111.s 
lertam lhllr the pron s.,on of this \Cr, 1lc as nurhncd m the opphcnbk l;CC' rut~ "1ll 1cqu1re a 
bcucr understanding of the f CC'~ 1111cnr rel:nivc m •1011 control" than CA1Sts now. Due 10 the 
11111c nc:cdcd m studying wiJ Jlfll\1dm1: the: •1011 control' s.:l"\<1cc. Undgcw:ucr.Ca111S1olll 
lnJcpendcnt 1 c:kphonc Compan) I\ .ii~, cnclosmg hcrc"nh a rcruc:st for :i rcmpcir.11) wa.i,·ct c•I 
lht' ·wll oon1rn1· ~l"\<ICC fC'!UIICJllt'nl 

1 lwnl. > ou. 

Y.xm1 truly. 
,,.-.- '// 

::,. "rt' t ,-r?,~--~., ... 

IJ1II ltaugc:n II 
Manngcr 



South D .lko ta TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS Public U1ili1ie> Conunission 

S121c C•pitol ;oo E. C:ipitol Tho• Me !he trio<- ur,la llllng• thlt u,. c..-,._ l\u '""- , .. 11w peooc1 or: 

Picrrr, SO 57501-5070 06/20/97 through 06/26/97 
Phone: (800) 332-1782 
Fu: (605) n J -3809 

If )'OV nffd •~·copy ot • niino futd. OYttolgN U P,t'.I.Md. Of rMIMCf to you. pll• M c,on:t«t Otl.t:IIM' 1(04bo rihln RY• d, y, of uu., ruing. 

DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INTERVENTION 
NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97-106 
Appic:allOn by C.U Plus, Inc toi o Certlic.lto of Authorly 10 Ol)l!rale as a telecommunlcauon> ~Dmpany Wflhln the slllle ol South 
DakOla (Sia~ TS/CH) "Appicaot is a SW!lchless , tseller which Intend• lo otter 1 • dneC1 dlallog. 800 toll !Jee and uavel ca1d 06J2Ml7 om 1191 
se,-,cc (not e1erwt1 caJl.nn c.itdsl llv"'"'h !he resaleol tofenhone seMCOS orovidlld"" lacillties-based lnte,ercha=o camt-s • 

TC97· 110 
ApplicallOn by MFS NetwOtk Technologies, Ille. for a Ct>ttrllcoto ol Autll<Xlly to operate as o Lelocommunlcauons company Wlt/iln 06/25197 0711 1197 
the stale of South Daltoto fStatt DJ/TZI 

ApfWcaliOn by z. Toi, Inc for a CertJllcat" ol Authuntf 10 operalc as a telecommunlutions company Within the state of Soul/I 
TC97-1tl Dakoca. (Staff: TSITZ) Appl,cant seeks authority ID prO\'lde MTS. OUl·WATS. lll•WATS. and calling card MMCCS Applicant 06125197 0711 t/97 

does not lnlond to e10Vlde O""rator soNices. 900 01 700 soMCes 

Appt,eatiOn by CapRo<:t, CommunicatJOns Corp tor a CertJ!icnte or Authorny to operate as a toleeommunlcallOns company 
TC97-1 12 "4thln the state of South Dakola. (Staff TSITZ) Applicant seeks outhonty to prO\'lde Message Toll S11mce, tncornlng 800. 06/25197 07111/97 

Travel Card and ProPald Calllna Card seMCes 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

Fllllh Mu'lielpal Tolej)l,ono Company pursuAnl to 47 U.S C 214(0) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby snks designabOn as an olig,ble 
tulecommunlcauons carrier Y,1thin the lcx:nl exchange areas that con51J1ute ,ts seMCo area in South Dakota Faith Mun,c,pal 

TC97-108 Telophonct Company is the tndlltloa-b.isl!d local nxchange carrier presently provkllllg focal cxcnange telecommunications 06/23197 0711 1197 
seMCCS on the foUo\wig exchange: Failh (967). Faith P.tun,opat Telejlhooe Company, to Its knowledge, is the only earner 1oday 
p,ovid1n111ocat exchanne telecommuniealiOns s81'11ces In the aboYG lc!enblled excha-e a1oas. /Staff HBn<Ci 

Annour lndepelldent Telephone Campany pursuant to 47 USC 214(0) and H CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designation as an 
ot,gibte ttlocommunlcauons carrier within tho local exchnn;,~ areas that consb1uto ds selvico aroa In South Dakota Almou1 

TC97-113 
lndepMdent Tel~phone Company os the raclbUes-basl!d toe.ii erchange earner preson»y prowJing 10<.J I archange 06/25197 07 11197 
telecommunlcatiOns soMCes In the following exchange Armour (724) Almour Independent Tela.phone Company, to ils 
knowledge, is the onty earner today p1CMC1,ng local exchange telecommun1ea11ons SOMC11S In tile ubov11 identified orchange 
aro•• tStalf HB/CH> 
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Brldgow.ior,Canlstota lndopendont Tolepllont Comp.iny pursuant lo 47 USC 21 4(0) ond 47 CFR 54 201 horoby seeks 
~na!lon as an ellgoble telecommunleabons earner wn!WI the local e, change areas 111at cons=ut• its MiMC• area on Soutll 

Tel7-114 
Dakota Bnclgewater.C.MIOta lndepondent Telep/lone Company is Ille lacWes-based local eaohang8 c~•rle• p< .. enUy 
prov>e11ng local o, chungu telucommunteauon1 ,erAcos In the lollow,ng erchang111 Bndgewa1or (729) and Cenr..1010 (296) 

06/25,W 07, 11197 

Ol'dg11W11tor-Canirsloca Independent Telephone Company, tons knowledge, I'S Ill-It only earner today p<owl,ng local e,cha~e 
telecommunlcationa UMCes., tho abOve odenc.lled etehange areas (Stan HB.ICH) 

Un;on Telopllono Company pursuant to 47 USC 2 14(0) Dnd 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks dealgnallOn as an obgtblo 
lotocommunlca:ions ~ ~ lho local Hd\ango areas that consctute Its M!MCl' area in So~ Oa~otil Unoon Telephone 

TC97 115 Company is OW! fal'llaMls-basod local e, ehango c.,rner prcsenlly prowf,ng local e,change 1olecommsnocabons .. uw:es ,n the 06"2S"97 07/1 1,97 
l~ow,ng cJChn.riges HartfOfd (528) and So<J1h Hartford (526) UlliOn Telephone Company tons knowledge, rs tho only oroor 
today D1ovicl11V1 local oldl1nne telecommun1anoM serw:n., the abOve ldenofied eachanne areas (StaN HB CHI 

FORMAL COMPLAINT 

Kathy ROClenbuetler vs Stateline T el11commu~1JOns Inc 1 s1>11oficaUy rtquested and tnMled on an unpublos/led a!Jdrns 
Stetelrne lumished and prO\llded U S WEST !hrs 11110,mabon tor !the) Northern ~Is and Surround,ng Alen I want prOOI Of 

TC07-107 wrmon ropmmnds '°' all p.111les, I want proof lhoy made changes 10 avOid Mure mddents, I want occo~s to Board ol D~ec1ors 06123 97 NA 
and I want one thousand dollari tor IIIOlabon of trust confidence and lor emotJOnal and mental DIIOUISh and dure» 111na 
1nconve11M1nce • (LHIT'Zl 

FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

No Ea.t Pl111ns T~htcorn Inc on June 13 1097 NA N;:. 

~~. ·•~"-~ • ...,.,.,.......,....,.....,. •?'*,... .. -'~•»"-,.,._._,..,,,,,._.~.,., t~,.., ,.,.., ~.,,~~ wr..---c:..-. ~ .. .. ... t,., .,,., •• -• •1 ....., 1;. ,,.,.. 
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So«tle Vdota 
Public Utilities Commission 
SWc (Apitol Building.~ £mt Capitol Av<nue, Pie~. South Ouota HSO l-5010 

~ober t . 1997 

Mt. Rich.an:I O Coil 
Executive Director 
SOITC 
P. 0 . Box57 
Pierre, SO 57501 

R~ Eligible Telecommunlca'tions Carrier appllcalion, TC"97-1 t4 
Bridgewater-Canistota lndepell<lent Telephone Company 

Dear Mr.Cort. 

The above-referenced application has been re~ by the staff of the Pubbc utili1ies 
Commission. Tho following addrtlona.1 lnformalion is needed In onler fot the Commission to 
consider this apphcation. 

1 Pursuant to 47 C F.R. 54. 101(aX4), single-party seMce or its fundional equivalent musl 
be made available by an Ehgitlle TeleeM!munlcaliont cartlet (ETC) lo receive unrversal 
serv,ce suppon mechanisms. Does the above-referenced company have this seMCe? 

2. Pursuant 10 47 C.F R. 54.405 and 54,4tt, Lifebne and Link Up ser.nc:es must be made 
evadable by an ETC to qualifying low-income consumers. Does the applicant ~ny. as 
referenaid abOve. make these seMCes available lo quafflylng consumers? 

3 Please J)(OYl<le a venficaoon by an authotUed otrieer, under oalh, to the Commiss,on in 
"'"loch the appllcanl represents to the ComnisSIOn lhat the facts slale<I in the Request for ETC 
Oes,on.111on and the response to data request nos 1 and 2. above. are INthful 

Please respond tJy October 14, t 997 Upon receipt of th<s lnfonnation, 11 WIit be evaluated by 
,talf and the matter 'MIi be scheduled lot consideratlon by the CommisSIOII Tha.nk you for 
yo-Jr attent>on to lhls matter, 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 

GLJ H~ 
camron Hosed( 
Staff Attotney 

cc Harlan Best 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY ll'HE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECO.\IIMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TC:LECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLIITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIOINS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONf COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. I 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE I 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97-068 

TC97-069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97.073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-077 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



• 

ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-083 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-084 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-085 
) 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. ) TC97-o86 
) 

BAl TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE ) TC97-087 
) 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-088 
) 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-089 
) 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELePHONE ) TC97-090 
COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC '!'ElEPHON'" CO., INC. ) TC97-092 
) 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO .• INC. l TCV7-093 
) 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE. ) TC97-o94 
INC. ) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-095 
) 

SANCOM, INC. ) TC97-096 
) 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPE.RATIVE ) TC97-097 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TC97-098 
) 

ROBE.RTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-100 
) 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) TC97-101 
) 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEV.'ATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) l'Cff-11 .. 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-117 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-121 
) 



BROOK.INGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/8/A ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 018/A ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RNER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97·125 

TC97·130 

TC97-131 

TC97-1S4 

TC97-155 

TC97·163 

TC97·167 

The South Dakota Public U111tties CorrvrnSSton (Convn1SSJOO) received requests from 
the above captioned telecommu111ca11ons companies requestJng designation as ehg1ble 
telecommunications carriers 

The Commass,on electronically uansmrtted nohce of the f1hngs and the intervenllon 
deadhnes to 1nte1ested 1nd1V1duals and entities On June 27, 1997. the Comm1ss1on 
received a Pet1taon to Intervene from Dakota 'lfelecommunlcataons Systems. Inc. (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (DTI) with 1eferer.oe 10 Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15 1997 at its regulany scheduled meeting, the Commission granted 
intervention to DTS and DTI 1n Docket TC97-075 No other Petitions to Intervene were 
laled 

The Comm1ssaon has JUT1sd1ct1on over thas matter pu,suant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31. ,ndud,ng 1-26·18 1-26-19. 49-31 ·3 49·31 -7, 49-31 ·7 1 49-31· 11 , and 47 
USC § 214(e)(1) through (5) 

The issues at the neanng shall be as follows ( 1 ) whethe, the above captioned 
telecommumcataons comparues should be granted des1gnauon as ehgible 
1elecommunica11ons carriers. and (2) what service areas snall be established by the 
Comm1ss,on 



A heaf'tng shall be held at 1.30 P.M , on Wednesday, November 19. 1997, 1n Room 
412. State Caprtol. Pierre, South Dakota. II shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant lo SDCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the righl to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney. These nghts and other due process rights shall be forfeited 
rf not exerosed at the hearing tf you or your representative fail to appear at the ltme and 
place set tor the hearing, lhe Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, rf any. dunng the hearing°' a Final Dec1s1on may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After lhe hearing the Commission will consider all evidence 
and testJmony that was presented at the hearing The Commission will lhen enter F ,ndings 
of Fact. Concius1oos of Law. and a Final DeoislOO regarding this matter As a result of th.is 
heanng. the Comrmss1on may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
caphoned telecommunicattons compani&s requesting designation as an eligible 
tetecommurucations earner, and the Commission shall establish service areas IOI' eligible 
leleco!mlun1cat10nS camers. The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Cirru1t Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law II 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the time and place SP8(:lfied above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommunicattons companies should be 
granted des1gnat1on as eligible telecommunications earners. and the Comm1sS1on shall 
establish service areas for eligible telecommunications earners 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab1ht1es Act. this heanng 1s being held 1n a 
physically 1ccessible location Please contact the Public Utthties Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours poor to the heanng rf you have speClal needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you _ 

1 . 'r/1 
Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this 7 day of November, 1997 

CtRTIACATE ~ SDMCE 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oner<1 Burg. Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

Executive Director 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 

VALLEY CA8LF & SATELLJTE 
COMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOC IATES , I NC. 

S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

l hTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE. INC. 

I NTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 STATELI NE TELECOMM UNICATTONS , INC. 

20 ACCENT rO MM UNI CATlONS. I NC. 

21 JAMES VALLEY COO PERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 
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HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATI ONS . I NC 

Ml DSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC . 

BALTI C TELECOM COO PERATIVE 
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WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COM PANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO . , INC. 

S JEfFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 
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2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 
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l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 
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2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 
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2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 



s 

1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 
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A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 
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in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 
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1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 



36 

1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 
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2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 
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2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 
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1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 



63 

1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 
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l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 
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l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 
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require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 



82 

1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 
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based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 

22 
~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 

2 4 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTI • ,!TIES C'OM~1IISSION or 
REC"",VJ:D 

THE STATE OF SOUT H DAKOTA 

IN TIii: MATfl'R 01 lllE Rl:.OUE!>TOI 
ARtOOEWA TER.(:ANISTO"f A INDFJ'f.NOE?-'T 
1 El fil'IIONI: C'OMl'Al<Y ~OK Ol·S1GNA1 ION A'i I 
AN tLICIOLt TtLECu MMUNICA noss CARRJE!R) 

RI QUF..sT FOR ETC' r 
fll:SIGNA 1 ION J 

OOCKF.T "fC97· 

purs111111110 47 Un1t<d Su1e> Code ('USC 1 s«uon? 14(c) and 47 Code of F«li:r<tl Rcgulotio,a ('CFR· ) 

xc11on SJ .101 h=by sttk> from thr Public UuhtlQ Comm1s,Kln rCommm,on') designation u an 

chg1ble u:l<commun1C1110<1, comer t·1'1c·1 w11hln the local cxch11nac areas th.\t constnutc 11$ .cn>i(c •= 
,n South D».Ollt In JUppon of this rcqua,. 011dgcw:at1<1·L1"11SIOtl 1 cl offer> the following 

I l'uNwnt 1<1 47 U:, C ~ 214(c) ll,. the Comm,~lon's n:spo11.>1bi1,1y to de,lp~tc loc:11 

r~ch.lng~ camm ('Ll:c,·, JJ ETCJ. or ,n other ,.ord.1. 10 dttcrm,nc which LED ha\t 11.UUmcd unl>-nJOI 

>cn<K'.: oblrpuon. C'O!lus1cn1 "1th the lnlmol t.,- J1ld thould be: deemed ch,1blc 10 r«c,vc fcd<f'al 

unt\'c.f'Sll SC'f'\tcc suppon A1 lns1 one cl111hle tclccotnm,"1,a1t0n.s c1111rtcr d &u be datg.nated by the 

L<>mmllllOn f11< =h ~Kc"'•• ,n tJoc l,utc, llo,.c,cr, m lhc c.uc of., • .._. >er>cd b)• runil tcl,:phooc 

companies. lhc Comm..._ m•) 11(11 ,1ci,11".i• mo•• 1tr>n nnc 1,J:C u in F.1 C wuhoul firu find on& 1h.a1 

Sllth llddll101U1l clttogn.'11"111 ... ,.,tJ be ,n th<' J)\lbl~ 1/ll<re,l. Under 47 nR ~ $.t 201 . beginnonJ: JMW\t)' I, 

1?9X. only tclccommunte'Ation, c,ur1cn llul h1vc f<"Ceft•td dcugnation from the Comml$$10l1 li.l )('TH·~ an 

chr,,ble 1clecommun1Cahoru cnmcr -.uhm thc,r ~Kc OR• will be <h&1bk 10 rccc:,vc (eden,! lln1'cn.al 

)Cf V lU SUPPfM,W't-

IOQI ..,.change 1cltcommuniC1>t,on.t wv1ca III the follQW1ng cx<hanga 

Ondgcwa•••. South l)al<ou, (60S) 729 

CaMIOI>, Soulh l)akoia (605) 296 

., IC 
Oli 

tclccommun1c:11101u scn,,ccs ,nth< lfflO"C 1denuficd ci,;clungc oru. ,x,ua,, 
I 



3 Drnl~c".ccr.C: ••"tot• r cl ,n .ICconlaMc ... uh 47 Cl I< f ~ 1(11 olfcl't 1hc following loclll 

e,ch.1np_t 1detummun1CQIN)fti \.(r\, iCCS 10 :,U (()'1}\lffl('f), IJUbUf.thUUI d.) ier,.ICc ~!Cl 

\'ol('c W-d< U(CCH 10 the publ1t SwllChc<I OCl"'Of~. 

l oe>l c>chlln~c -.el' ,cc ,ncLU<'u,g •• omount ot lc,ul ui.igc free or pc, mmute elwics 

under a 11,1 rated loc"1 scrvtcc pocugc and os pan of• meiswcd loal ~• offering, 

lN•l ton<: mul11-frcquc«y ,,pwu,g. 

Acecu 10 tmC'l"flC) u_n,1«1 suth Iii 911 Of ~eel 911 p<lbltc ,a,,,,ca, 

l\cceu 10 opcn11or ><NICO. 

Acccs, IO tn:o«c/l.lngc "'1'Vlec, 

• Acccn to dir<et(I() U.dlll!Kc. •ad 

• 1 ull bloc.1,mi Kf•ICc to qu>l1f,cd k,,.. incomc ton'1lffl<ft 

As ;u>Q:d •bo•c. 1l1ulg<"'1,m,C1111dloc» 1 cl doo pcouJc toll llffllll>llQQ """ICf ,n the fonn of 1011 

bk,ck1n1110 q,uhty,ng CO(ISllmc"' "°""'er· the aJd11xm! toll hmn..tloo ><r01« of •101l contm1· ,s dcfiMd 

an the- FCC Uftl\erul kf't(e ruk, (47 C~R § S4 400(3)) IS""' pcovldcd onc1, .... >1er·<an1t10~ Tct 

" noc ,,.,.,, lh•• ,n, k><:ll c>d~o,·c <Mrttt tn Sotub l).u.01.1 hJIS • tunmc capltb1h..- 10 provl<k such 

\Crvicc The fCC j:J'< no 1ndac•1.,., ""'" 10 the n:lu>c of 115 un,-cr»I \CTVIC'c <'<<let (FCC 97,151) Wt 

1011 coor,nt v.ould bc ,mpo>cd a, an~ TC -.rv,tc ncqu,rcmmt :wl. to nu, ,nlor"Tl.lllon and bchd. os • n:wlt, 

l tl. ""'""'*,Jc ,uc not p,>\1tlOO('d 10 m>k< the sc"k• ,n,,ncdi,td~ .--.tbblc In O<«kr lor llridg<"'.atcr, 

l.""o>t""' l ei tu pro•ick the t.cr.o<c. lMld111orul ~· trXluti; .. u1 ,,oo;e capob1l:tK' .. ,n b,vc 10 ~ 

1n>1.lllcd "',u lo(.•I n-,11d11n,: cqu1prncn1 Al m,n,mum. thc i<nt<c •"lUUCS • , .. iu:hang whwllrc upg,:wc 

.nd 01 tl,,s lune Bnd,:cwatct,Canl\t<JC• 1 cl " 1n,a11~11J1, •ltd oum>r<llli; 1<1 Octcmi,nc whether the 

nee~ soltwarc has been lk>clope<I :and when II m,&J,1 bccomc avacW>k 

A.-111ngl), Brldicv..ia,C ... moro Tel "fll<'.cd wrth ucq,rion•I cm:umsuoc:cs COJ>«mtn& its 

•b1hl) 10 m.\kc lhc 1011 concrol s,,rvlec ov11Llbl< as t.ct fonb ,n thc FCC's Wll\'cN/ll 'l<t'IICe rulcs llnd mu,1 

request a .-&1\'CI rrom the rcqu1tcmcn110 pcovldc such ,a,.,cc Al 1h1> llm<. • wa,va 10< • periotl or ooe 

)c.lr IJ ~wtucd Pr,o, co the end of the ONO yea, pu,od. Dnd&c1<ata,Con1JI01a Tel .. m report bael 10 

u,c Con,..,,.,,on with spcc1r,c informat,on 1nd1Clttlng when lbc n<t•""")' nct"'Of~ upgn,dcs can be mode 

2 



• 

i;r.u>t • w,uvcr from tM •roll conu,,I' IC'fuucmcnt puruant to 47 Cl R S4 IOICcl 

falmg llnd~C'"M<t•C1111i11»a I ti h"-> not 11cncul1) ...i~cntK<l ohc pncc, ch•ri:<J tor allot thc •bu•c· 

llknuf~ !Cfvocn It , .. 11 do"' goina forwlllll '" AC<01'113ne< wuh ony spec,flc !ld><tl1$U1g WW!NdJ 1ru11 

l))tcJ tha,~ <14> of June. IW7 
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-rct1-11/ 
111 Noll"-~ so mm ~ 

Br!dgewater 
Canistota 

INDEPENDENT 
TELEP H ONE CO. 

Date: October 07, 1997 

To. Cwnron Hos«k. StalT Allomcy 

From: Bill Haugen Sr •. Bridgewatcr-C:uurtoto Independent Telephone Co. 

Re. PUC ETC Dcsign111ion DocltelS 

RECEIVED 

C 1391 

I. Yes. Bridgcwatcr·Clll\Jftota lndcpcndcnt Tel.ephonc Co. h:is single pany sc:rvicc. 

2. Bridgewater · Cnnistota lndepcndcnt Telephone Co. currently olTcn l.1(clinc nod 
L1nlc Up locnl service discounts within its exchange llfCIIS. Beginning Januazy l , 1998. 
the programs will be olTcrcJ under n-:w tmns in accord with the FCC rules. 47 CFR 
54.00.54.41 7. nnd any PUC decisions concerning implanenation of 1hc expanded 
rrog,um. 

J. Bfll Haugen SR .• being first duly sworn. states that he : , the President for the 
responding pany. that he has read the lniu11l ETC apphcation and the foregoing. 
and the same arc true to his own best knowledge. infomution and belief. 

Subsc ribed and ~~ o rn lo 

bc f or~ ~• this 7Lh d»r 

of o, · .,be r 1997 Jc.,,~. U.,ucq ;_ 
R~i, f PublJ 

My Commission expi res •rz· ....... , .• 

8 111 Haugen Sr. 

Ii~ I /.4,,;.-t',t..• ,/ 
Prcsidrnt / 

i '".:'._"" 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ) 
BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) 
TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR DESIGNATION ) 
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
C~~ER ) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-114 

On June 25, 1997, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received a request for 
designatlOl'I as an el,g,ble teleoommuntealJons came, (ETC) from Bndgewater..Camstota Independent 
Telephone Company (Bndgewater-Canostota Telephone) Bridgewater-Canistota Telephone 
reqc.-ested des,gnauon as an ellgibffl tetecommun.c:atJons camer within the local exchange areas that 
constotute its service area 

The CommoSSKln electronocally transmitted notice of the filing anc: the Intervention deadline 
to interested ,nd1v1duals and enl lhes No person or entoty foled to intervene By order dated 
November 7, 1997, the Commission set the 11.!anng for this matter for 1 30 pm on November 19, 
1997, ,n Room 412, State Cap,tot, Pierre. South Dakota 

The heanng was held as scheduled At the heanng, the Comm,ss,on granted Bndgewater
Canistoia Telephone a one year waiver of tho requirement to provide ton control service within its 
service area At ,ts December 11, 1997, meeting, the Commission granted ETC designation to 
Bridgewater,Can,stota Telephone and designated ,Is study area as ,ts service area 

Based on the ewdence of reco<d, the Comm,ss,on enters the following F",ndongs of Fact and 
Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 25, 1997, the Comm1ssoon received a request for des,gnatoon as an ETC from 
Btldgewaler-Carutota TelephOne Bndgewater-Can,stota Telephone requested des1gnauon as an 
ETC within the local exchange areas that consbtute ots servoce area Bndgewater-Canlstota 
Telephone serves the following exchanges Bndgewater (729), and Canistota (296), Exh1b1t 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 US C § 214(e)(2), the Commiss,on 15 required to des,gnate a common 
carrier that meets the requ,rements of section 21 <4(e)(1) as an ETC fO'I a service area designated 
by the Comm1Sslon 

Ill 

Pursuam to 47 US C § 214(e){1), a common earner tha1 is des,goaled as an ETC ,s eligible 
to receM1 urwersal service suppon and shall, tlhn:lughOut ots seM<;e area, offer the services that are 
supponed by federal universal serv,ce suppon mechanisms either us,ng Its own fao ht,es or a 
combination of ,ts own fac,1111es and resale of another came, s services The earner must also 
adve111Se the ava1tab1hty of suct'I services and tile rates for the services us,ng med,a of general 
d1stnbutoon 



IV 

The Federal Commun.cations Comm1sslon (FCC) has des;gna1ed the follow,ng setVlces or 
fundionali!ies as tllOse supported by federal univenal service support mechanisms (1) v01ce grade 
aa::ess to the public switched netwOOC. (2) local usage, (3) dual tone muhi-frequency signaling or its 
funetional equ.al. (<4) single pany service or its lunc11onal equivalent. (5) access 10 emergency 
services: (6) .access to operator services, (7) access to lnterexchange service, (8) acicess 10 
d irectory auiS1aoce, and (9) toll hm11ation for quahfy,ng low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 
54 10 1(8) . 

V 

;,..._ part of rts obligations as an ETC. an ETC 1s ,equ,11!d l.o make available u felJfle and Unk 
Up services to qualrfy,ng low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R § 54 •os: • 1 C.F R § 54 • 11 

VI 

Bnelgewaier-Cantsto!ll Telephone offers vo«:e grade access 10 the public swrtched nelwollt 
t.o all consumers throughou1 its service area E.xh1bit 1 

VII 

Bodge.:ater-canis101a Telephone ollet's local exchange ser, ce lncludong an amount or IOcal 
usage free of per m,nute cha.rges to a.II consumers throughoul ,ts service a,ea Isl, 

VIII 

Bndgew3ter.Qlnrstota T~ ofltn®al tone mufti.frequency signaling to all consumers 
throughout its service a.rea Isl 

1.X 

Bndgewater-Camstota Teleph0111 offers single pany serv,ce to all consumers throughout its 
servtce area. Exhibit 2. 

X 

Bridgewater-canistola Telephone offer5 accen to emergency services to all consumers 
throughout it.s service area Exhibit 1 

Xl 

Bridgewater-Camslota Telephone olfe,rs access 10 operator services to all consumers 
throughout its servfce area. Isl 

XII 

Bndgewater-canistoia Telephone offers access to in1erexchange serv,ces to all consUt'llers 
throughout •ts service area Isl. 

XIII 

Brnlgewater-Canisto1a Telephone offers access to dlrec1ory assfslance to all consumers 
throughout 11s service area. Isl 

2 



XIV 

One of the services required to be provided by an ETC to quahfying low-income consumers 
,s toll hmitatJOn 47 C.F.R. § 54 101(11)(9) T,oll llmilation consists of both toll blociung and toll 
control 47 CF R. § 54 400(d) Toll control is a service that allows consu'llers 10 specify a certain 
amouot oltol usage that may be lllCt.rred per month Of per bilhng cycie. 47 C.F R § 54.400(c). Toll 
blodung is a service that lets consumers elea not to allow the compleuon of outgoing 1011 calls. 4 7 
C.F.R. § 54.400(b). 

xv 

Bndgewater-Ca111stota Telephone offers toll blociung to all consumers throughout Its service 
area Exhtbt1 1. 

:XVI 

Bndgewater-cantstola Telephone does not currently o ffer toll control. Ill. In order for 
Bridgewater-camslola Telephone to provide ton control. add11lonal usage tracking and stotage 
~pab,htles will have to be Installed in ,u IOcal switching equipment Bndgewater-C.mstot.a 
Telephone IS attemphng to determine whether the necessary software has been developed Ind 
when 11 might Decome available Isl. 

XVII 

Bndgewater.C.nistota T efephone stated that ,t ls faced with exceptJOnal circumstances 
concern g ns abwty to make tol control service available and requested a one year waiver from the 
requirement to provide such seMce Isl Pnor to the end of the one year period. Bridgewater
C8nistota Telephone will report back 10 the Commission wilh specific ,nform,tion lndtc.ting when 
the networ1l upgradH can be made ,n order 10 provide toll COf'trot Ill 

XVIII 

Wrtn respect to the OOl>gation 1.0 advertise the availabdlty of services supported by the federal 
universal service support mechanism and th.e charges for those services using media of general 
dtStnbul!On, Bndgewater-camstota TelephOne stated that II advertise.s the ava,tab.tity of 11.s local 
exchange serv,ces in med,a of general disrnbution throughout ,ts service area However, 
Bridgewater-Cen1$1ota Telephone mis not generally advertise the prteeS for thHe serv,ces Ill 
Bridgewat.er-can,stota Telephone stated ,ts intention 10 comply w,lh any advertising standards 
developed by the Commission. ~ 

XIX 

Bndgewater-Canistota Telephone currently offers Ufahne and 1.Jnk Up selVICO dtscounts 1n 
its e:icc.hanges Exhbl 2 Bndgewater-Canistota Telepl)One will offer !he Lsfehne and Unk Up service 
d,sc;ounts In all of it.s service area beginning January 1, 1998, in accordance with 47 C F R §§ 
54 400 10 54 417, lnclus1Ye, and any Commission ,mpos.ed requirements Exh1b1t 2 

xx 

The Commission finds th.at 8n<1gew11Ier-can1stota Telephone currently provides and will 
conunue to provide the following services or functionaltti&s throughout rt s service area: (1) voice 
grade access to the pl/bile: SW!lche<t network. (2) 'local usage, (3) dual tone multi-lrequency 51gnahng, 
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(4) single-party service. (5) access to emergency services: (6) access to operator services: (7) 
access to 111terexchange serv.ce. (8) access to dttectory assistance, and (9) toll blockJng for 
qualifying low-income consumer$ 

xx, 
The Commission finds that pursuant to ,47 CF R § S4.101(c} it will grant &ldgewater

Canlstota Telephone a waiver of tne reqwremen, to offer toll control services unbl December 31, 
1998 The CO!T\mtsslon finds that e.xcept10nal circumsuinces 11«1vent Bndgewater-CanistolJI 
Telephone from providing toll control at this llmc due to the difficulty 1n obtaining Ille neces.sary 
sortware upgrades to provide the .servtce. 

XXII 

The Commis-slon finds tha1 81\dgewater-C.nistota Tetephons 111tends to provide Ldel,ne and 
Unk Up programs to qualifying customers throughout i ts service area consistent with suite and 
federal rules and order$ 

XXIII 

The Comm,uaon finds that Bndgewater-Can1stota Telephone shall advertise the avallab1hty 
of the services suppon.ed by the federal universal service suppon mechanism and the charges 
therefor throughout its service area usmg media of general distnbulion once each year The 
COmmlulOn funher finds that If the rate for any of the services supponed by the federal universal 
service suppon mechanism changes. the new rate must be advel'llsed usmg media of general 
dtStribuuon. 

lOCiV 

Pursuant to 47 u.s c § 214(e)(5), the Commission cuislgnates Bndgewater-canlstota 
Telephone's C\lrrent study area as its service are.a 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has 1unsd1cilon over this matter pur$uant 10 SDCL Chapters 1-26, 49-3 1 
and 47 US C § 214 

II 

Pursuanl 10 47 U.S C § 214(e)(2). the Commission Is required 10 designate a common 
earner that meets the requirements of see11on 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a sennee area designated 
by the Commission 

Il l 

Pursuant to 47 U S.C § 214(e){ t ), a common earner that 1s des,gnated as an ETC is ehg,bie 
to receive urwersal servace suppon and w n. throlllghout its service area. offer the services that are 
suppol1ed by federal universal service suppon mechanisms either usrng tts own faal1tles or a 
combination of its own laahties and resale of another earner's services. Th e camer must also 
advertise the availability of such services and the rates for the services uS1ng media of general 
distnbution 
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IV 

The FCC has designa1e1' the rouow,ng setvtces or functJonahues as ttios-e supponed DY 
federal umversal service support mechanisms (1) v0tc.e grade access lo the public switehe<I 
nelwo~. (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mullt· lrequency signaling or rts lunctJonal equal, (4) single 
party sennce or ,ts lunct1onal equwatent (5) access 10 emergency services. (6) access 10 operator 
services (7) access 10 ,mereJU:hange service, (8) access to directory ass,stance. and (9) toll 
!om,1a11on for quabty,119 low-income consumers 4 7 CF R § 54 101(a) 

V 

As pan or IIS obligations as an ETC. an ETC ,s required 10 makt'I available L1fel,ne and Link 
Up services 10 quat,ty,119 low·1ncome a,nsumers 47 C F R § 54 405. 47 C F R § 54 411 

VI 

Bndgewater-Can,sto1a Telephone has met the requ11emen1s ol 47 CF R § 54 101(a) with 
the excepbOn of the abd11y to oller toll a>nlfot Pursuant to 4 7 C F R § 54 10 t (c). 11,e Comm,u ,on 
condtJ<les tnat Bndgewa1er-Call1Stota Telephone has demonstrated excep11onal o rcums1ances that 
1ushfy granting ,1 a waiver of the requirement to offer toll a>ntrol until December 31, 1998 

VII 

Bndgewa1er-Can,sto1a Telephone shall provide l.lfel,ne an1' Llfllt Up programs 10 quahty,ng 
custom rs 1h1oughout 11s service area cons1S1en1 with state and federal rules an1' orders 

VIII 

8ndgewa1er-can,s101a Telephone shall adveruse the ava1lab1h1Y of the services supponed 
by the federal Ul'IM!l'Sal ~= suppon mechanism and the charges therefor us,ng media ol general 
d ,sm bullon once each year II the rate for any o f the services supponed by the federal universal 
serv,ce suppon mechao1Sm changes. lhe new rate shall be advertised us,ng media o f general 
d ,s1nbu1JOn 

IX 

Pursuan1 10 47 u SC § 214(e)(5), the Commission dM,gna1es Bndgewater-Canrstota 
Telephone's cu11enl S1udy area as ,ts se_rv1ce area 

.)( 

T/'11: Comm,s5'on des,gnates 8ndgewa1er-Can1s101a ... '!lephone as an ehg1ble 
t.elec.,mmunicaOons camer for ,ts service area 

ll 1s therefore 

ORDERED, that Bndgewater-Camstota Telephone's cu11ent study area ls des;gr,ated as 11s 
service area; and 11 is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that 8ndgewater..(;ams101a Telephone shall be granted a waiver ol 
the requirement 10 offer toll control services unhl Decemt>er 31, 1998 and i1 lS 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Bndgewater-Can,stola Telephone shall follow the advertising 
requirements as hsted above, and 111s 



FURTHER ORDERED, that Bndgewater-Dan,stota Telephone is designated as an eligible 
telecommun,ca1,ons earner for its service area, 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE lhat thisOfderwasd uly entered on lhe / "'ldday of December. 
1997 Pursuant 10 SOCL 1-26-32, lhl s Order will take effect 10 days eller lhe date of receipl or 
failure to acc:ept delrvery of lhe decision by the part,es. 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this ti~day of December. 1997 

CfRTFICA TE Of SERVICf 

OfflClAL SU.l 
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"'<PfU--=> 
l-3r~cwatcr 

CanL-,ro ta 
IN OCP NOLNT ,.,~ ••• - .. N e~ 

T ELF'.P H O Nt co. LIFELINE ANO LINK UP PLAN .-.. .......... .,.. ... rn,o, 

OF BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE CO. 

Inc llridgcwa1er-<.:anas1ou1 lndcpc:nckm Telephone Comr;m~ submns 1his pbn purswm 
10 47 CFR § ~.401(d). Undgcw111cr-ClllliS1ou1 lndcpc:ndcm rckphonc Company has b«n 
.. e11gro1cd as an eligible tclccommunic:ation<. CUTicr b) th,: South lhlolll Public Utilities 
CommissM>n (~l)PU(.-) and. as S11Ch. mUSI rrokc I 1fclinc: nnd Link I 'p service :iwihlble to 
quahfying low-income: con.wmcrs d sci fonh m the Commi'l~ion's Fmul UrJtr 011d O,.rlrwn. 
\ 1111c~ of I-ntry of D,,c1.11on da1cd No, ember I II. 19')7. tSSual ,n Dod:ct 1 C?7-150 (In the M1111g 
o ftli,,,,_lll\ C'll1&11W 111~ , •• ~ nnQJJ.!)l IJn Pn>i(lllllSJ .... hich is DlllX:hcd Q.~ Exhibit A. Md 
rnrutStcnl "ith the criteria csu,bli!!hcd under 47 C:FR ~§ 54.-100 to 54.41 i. inclusive. 

I he I ,lchnc and Luu. I p program, a,'1,1 qwhlial lo"'·incomc co~'Umcrs by 
prm tdtng lor mlu..cJ monahl) ckiri;,~ and r.-doccJ COMl"CIKJn ch:u\:cs for loc:il 
1dcphonc service Inc li.'51\IOncc apphc~ I<• n ,ingh: telephone line at n qunlilicd 
w n..umcr', prmcip.il pbcc nf rc( Klcncc 

2 \ 4u;1hlic-J low-income comumcr "" 1dcphu11<, e,uh..., ribcr who pani<:ipalC$ in nt least 
one nf thc filllo\, ing public 11.,11S1:incc p1ngrum, 

(I t.kdic~id 
b Food Stamps 
c. Supplcmc:nial Scc:unty Income !SSI) 
d l~edcrnl Public Housing Ass1smncc 
c l..o" ·lncomc llomc: Energy A-.sistnncc Pmgrnm (LIii· APJ 

1 i\ quuhfi..-d low-income consumer i:\ chgihk to rc:«1,c ~.:iti..-r or bo1h Lifeline and 
I 111l llp llS~I\IWlCC 

~ llridg.:wntcr- Cnm~toto lnd,-pendcni I .:!..·phone Company'"" uJvcnlSI: 1hc n,ni111b1l11} 
or l.1fclinc and Linl. lJp ><."1'\ ices and 1hc charges therefore using media of gcncr:il 
Jr,1nbution Md in acccord \\llh an} rub 1h;i1 rruy be dc,·elopcd by the SDPIJC for 
appha1110n to eligible 1ckwmmunica1ions c:llTic:rs. 

5 In :iddit,on. Uridgcwa1cr,Canistota Independent lclcphonc Company. IIS required b) 
the fmt1l OrJrr und lkciJw11 Not,c .. 11/ F.ntry of Tkt'tJfon of the SDPlJC (Exhibit i\), 
'"" mdicutc 111 it"• annual ri:pon to ah.: 'iDl'U(.' 1he number of <0bscribcrs within :t"s 
-.er.ice area rccchmg L,fchnc and/or I mk Up llSSIStWX:c In addi1ion. th is inform.11,on 
... ,11 he pro,·tdcJ 10 1hc Uni,i:rsal Se~,c.c •\dmmi~r.ul\c C'<•inp;rn, r ·l 'Si\C-1 

t, lnfonn:mun a.< 10 the nurnhcr 01 rnn.,,ur.er- <1ual1f)tnll for I ,fchn.: 1ndiur Linl Up 
"-"'"'J""" c:unno, currrntl} l>t' prO\ ,Jc,J 1'·, llrklgc"11tcr°Cam">tnl3 lndcpcndcn1 I clcphol'l<· 
<:011tf\3Jl} hc,.iu<.c: ,1 h.ts nn :11.-c,~• w th,: ._:o,..:m~na information m:cc:s..ary to dctcnnm,: 
ho"' nun) 111 1b telephone, ~t>scri"'.7' Jrc p.U11e1pa1111g in the Jl>.,,c rckrcnccd pubh<. 



I NOEPENOENT nno,,..,. -tlsd .... 
T ELEP H O NE. CO. . . ~ .-1<\ll•Ollt bdcam 

asslSWICC prognims. W11hout this information. Bridgc:wutcr-Oulistota UIOCpCllOClll 

Telephone Company cannot provide, al this time, even a reasonable estimate of tbc 
number of iu subscribers who, after Janua,y I, 1998. \\1U be receiving Lifeline as,d/or 
Link Up service. lnforma.tion as to tbc number of its low-income subscn"ben qualifying 
for Lifeline and/or Link Up tan be provided after applic:alions for Lifeline and Link Up 
8S$is1ance have bectt received by Bridgewattt-CaniSloLII lndepcndcnl Telephone 
Comp;iny. 

7. In accord with tbc SDPUC's Final Order and Decision; Notice of Entry of lkcision, 
Bridgewntcr-OinistoLII lndcpcndcnl Telephone Company will make applic:alion forms 
availilbt .. to all of iu existing rcsidcnlial customers. to all n...w customers wbcn they apply 
for n::sidcntial local telephone service, and 10 other pc:r.;ons or entities upon !heir request. 

B. Lifeline 

I. Lifeline service means a retail local SCJ"Vice offering for which qwtlified low-income 
comumcrs pay reduced charges.. 

2. Lifeline service includes voice grodc .access 10 the public switched netWOJk. local 
usage. dual tone multi-frcqucocy signaling or it.s funclional cquiva.len1. singlc-peny 
service or iu functioaal cquivalc:111. access 10 emergency services, access to opcnllOr 
SCJViccs, acccss to intercxcha.ngc scn'ioc. access to directory assistance, and toU 
limitation. 

3. Qualified low-income subscribers are required to submit an application fonn in order 
to receive Lifeline service. ln applying for Lifelloc asmllUICC. lhc subscriber lm1Sl certify 
under penalty of perjury that Ibey are cwTendy participating in at least one of the 
qualifying public assista.'Xe programs list.eel in Seclion A.2. above. lo addition, tbc 
subscnl>cr must agree to notify Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Comp:111) 
whto they cca.sc partiGipa1ing in the qualifying public Msistnncc progran(s). 

4. The total monthly Lifeline credit avaHnblc to qualified consumers is $5.25. 
Bridi;e- vatcr-Oulistolll lodcpendcnl Telephone Company shall provide the c:rcdil to 
qualified coDSUIDCn by applying the fedenal baseline suppon amount of $3.50 to waive 
the C\1IISUIDCl''s fcdcral End-User Common Linc charge and applying tbc additional 
authorizl:d fcdc:taJ suppon amoWll of $ 1. 75 as a cn:dit to the COll.1WDCf's inlnslate local 
service rss.e. The fedcTal bnsclinc suppon runoun.t and additional support available, 
totaling SS.25, shall reduce BridgCWlllcr-Canistota lndcpcndent Telephone Co~y's 
lowest tariffed (or otherwise generally available) rcsideot.ial rate for tbc :services listed 
above in Section B.3. Per lhc attached SDPUC f'ina/ Ortkr and Decision: Notice of 
EnJry of Decision, the SDPUC bas authori-D:d intnL1t:lle rate reductions for el\gible 
tclccommuniallions carriers IDllking tbc atlditional fedctal support m:noWll of SI. 75 
available. The SDPUC did not establish a state 'Lifeline program to fund any further mte 
rcductiol\'S. (Exhibit A. Findings of Fact VII and VUI: and Conclusions of uiw n and 
Ill'\ 
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5. Uridgewotcr-Cnnistoi.1 lndcpcndc:nt Telephone Company will not disconnect 
subscribers from thc:ir l.ifclinc service for non-p;iymcnt or t.oll clwgcs unless the 
SDPUC. pumwat to -17 CFR ~ 54.401(b'k I), h.u grunted the compnny D WDivcr from the 
non-disconnect requirement 

6. Except to the extent that Bridgcw11ter-CMis1ot11 Independent Telephone Compnny has 
obtained II WDi\'et from the SDPUC pursuant to 47 CFR ~ 54. IOl(c), the company shall 
offer toll limitation to 1111 qunlifying lo'"' ·IIICOme consumers when they subscribe 10 
l.1felinc service. I f the suhscribcr d«t'I' to m:civc toll hmituion. th:n service shall 
bccornc part of thnt suhscn!-cr's Lifeline: serv,c.: 

7 llndgc11,111cr-" :inistota lnJcpcntknt I dcphonc C"onip3ny "'ill not cullcct :i o;;crvicc 
Jcpo~it in ordt'r to muiatc Lifdmc scl""icc ,1 the 4ualifying low-mcome comwncr 
voluntarily elects toll blocking on them u:lcphonc line. llowc\'Cf, one month's local 
service charges mny be required :is nn OO\'IIJlCC payment 

('. Link l p 

I ink tip mcan.t: 

la) 1\ n:ductioo tn the: cu.stollW} charge tor commencing telccoaununica110ns 
service: for n ~inglc tclec.ommunicntiorl~ connection ot a consumer's princip;il 
place ol residence. The rcductiom shall be 50 percent of the custonwy clwge or 
SJ0.00. whichever i5 less: and 

(b) A dc:fcm.,d schedule for p;iymcn1 of the clwgcs assesscd for commencing 
service. tor which the consumer docs not pay interest. The Interest charges not 
3SSCSSCd to the consumer wll be for coMCction clwges or up to $200.00 that ll1'C 

deferred toll period not to exceed one y,.,ar 

.., Ch.irges assessed for commencing i.cl"\ 1cc include any clilluges th:u .ire cu.'ilorrorily 

.1.,...:sscd for connecting suhscribcrs u, the nctwor~ Thc:sc charges do not include nn)' 
permwiblc s«urity deposit rcquircments 

3 I he Link Up program sh:111 ullow o consumer 10 receive the: benefit of the Link Up 
progrwn for :i second or subscquc.nt lime only for n principal place of residence with M 
:iddn:ss different from the: residence address nt which the: l.ink lip ~istoncc was 
provided previously. 

BnJge":11cr-C:omsto1a Independent I clcphonc ( omp;inJ 
Addr~s: PO llox 151, llart ford. SI) 57033 
I elcphonc 1 ·K00-490· 7027 



I.XIII U l'I "A'' 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

l 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

At ,ts August 18, 1997, regularly scheduled meeting, the Pubfic Utilities Commission 
(Commission) voted to open a docket concerning the Federal Communications 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC decided that it would provide for 
additional federal support in the amouit or $1.75, above the current $3.50 level. However, 
in order for a state's lifeline consumers to reoelve the additional $1 75 in federal support. 
the state commisslon must approve that reduction in the portion o f the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user. 47 C.F.R. § 54 .. 403(a). Additional federal support may also be received 
In an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from the intrastate jurisdiction, 
up to a mcwmum of $7.00 in federal support 47 C.F .R. § 54.403(a). A state commission 
must file or require the carrier to file infonnatlon with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier·s Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.401 

By oroer dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed interested persons and 
entities to submit wntten comments concerning how the Coolmisslon should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and L!nk Up progr;ims In lt,t1ir written comments, interested 
persons and entities commented on the following questions 

1 Whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers eligible for Lifeline support to receive the addllional $1 75 in federal support? 

2. Whether the Cornm1ssioo should set up a state Lifeline Program to fund further 
reductions In the intrasta1e rate paid by the end user'i 

3. Whether the Commission should modify the eX1st1ng Lifeline or Link Up 
Programs? 

4. Shall the Commission file or require the earner lo file information With the 
administrator of the federal unrversal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline 
plan meets the criteria set forth in 47 C.F .R § 54 401(d)? 

By order dated October 16, 1997, the Comm1ss1on set public hearings to receive 
public i::omment on the questions listed above. The heanngs were held at the following 
times and places: 

RAPID CIJY: Monday. October 27. 1997, , 00 p.m . Canyon Lake Senior Citizens 
Center, 2900 Canyon Lake Drive, Rapid City, SD 



PIERRE· 

SIOUX FALLS· 

Tuesday, October 28. 1997, 1:30 p.m . State Capitol Building, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre. SD 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997, 9.00 a.m . Center for Active 
Generations. 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls. SD 

At ,ts November 7, 1997, meeting, th1:1 Commission ruled as follows: On the first 
issue, the Commission authorized intrastate rate reductions to a llow eligible consumers 
to receive the additional $1 .75 in federal support. With respect to the second issue, the 
Commission tlecided to not set up a state Lifeline program to fund futher reductions at this 
time. On the third issue, the Commission eUminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3..50 redud.ion of local rates to low income customers age 60 and over. The Commission 
fu:ther ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Commission ordered that staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form 
for self-certification; that these forms be sent to all of Uleir customers prior to January 1, 
1998, and thereafter, to all new customers; and that the earners make the forms available 
to any person or entity upon requesL On the fourth issue. the Commission ruled that the 
carrier be required to file with the FCC the information demoosbaling that the carrier's plan 
meets the applicable FCC critena and that the carrier send an informat.ional copy to Ule 
Commission. Further, that the carriers include in their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support. 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received al the 
hearings. the Convnission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state Lifeline program 1s referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP). The OJtTent slate Link Up program 1s referred to as the Link Up America program 
fhe Commission implemented these programs In the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
its Oecls,on and Order dated February 17, 1988, Issued in Ood<et F-3703, ID the Matter 
of lhe tnvestigation into lrootemeotallon of a Telephone Assistance Plan for South Dakota 
Customers. Exhibit 1 al page 1 Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer Ule TAP and Link Up America programs. Jg_. at pages 1-2 

II 

The amount of TAP assistance 1s $7.00. $3.50 of wt1.1ch is federally funded, with the 
remaining $:3.50 funded by the local telecommunications came>. Isl. at page 3 Although 
U S WEST was originally allowed 10 charge a surcharge to fund the program, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that right in Docket F -3647-8. lo the Maner of the Pubhc Ut@1es 
Commission tovestioatioo into the Effects of the J 98§ Tax Reform Act on sooth Dakota 
UljHtjes. Exhibit 5. In order to receive the TAP assistance. a member oft.he household 
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must be 60 years of age °' older and part,opate 1n either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exh1b1t 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

The Link Up Amenca program provides assistance 1n an amount equal to one-half 
of the qualifying subscriber's telephone service connection charges up to a maximum or 
$30.00. tg. at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance, must not presenUy have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service at his or her 
residence within the previous three months. and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older). ls1. Toe Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds. Jg. 

IV 

llle FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs in CC Docket No. 96-
45, Jo the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Uoivecsal Seryjce adopted May 7. 1997. 
Beginning January 1, 1998. the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline support will 
be $3.SO per qualifying low-income consumer with an additional $1. 75 in federal support 
if the state commission approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates 47 
C.F.~ § S4.403(a). Additional federal Lifeline support in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed S7 .00) is also avallable. l.d. 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction in the telecommunicauons camer's service connection charges equal to one half 
of the carrier's customer connection charge °' $30.00. whichever i s less. 47 C F R § 
S4.413(b). 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's ru les, 1f there ,s no state lifeline or Link Up program. a 
consumer is eligible for support if the oonsumer participates in one of the following 
programs: Medicaid; food stamps; Supplemental Security Income; federal pubhc housing 
assistance; or the Low-Income Home EnerQ¥ Assistance Program 47 C.F.R. §§ S4.409{b) 
and S4.41S{b). In addition. if there is no ,state Lifeline or Unk Up program, a customer 
must certify ooder penalty of perjury that the OJStomer is receiving benefits from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees to notify fhe carrier ii the customer ceases to participate 
in such program or programs IQ 

VII 

The first 1SSU8 1s whether ihe Cormllss!Ol'l should approve intrastate rate reductions 
to allow consumers eligible for L1fehne support to receive the add1liooal $1 7 5 in federal 
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support. The Commtssion finds that it shall authorize intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providins local exchange service 10 a llow eligible 
consumers lo reoeive the add1honaf S1 .75 in federal support Thus. the total amount of 
federal support is SS.25 per ehg,ble customer 

VIII 

The second issue Is w1lether the Commission should set up a Slate Lifeline program 
l:> fund further reductions In lhe intrastate rate paid by the end user. The CorM'llssion 
finds it will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund furthe< reductions at lhis time. 

IX 

The lhird issue is whether to modify or eliminate the existing Lifeline program or 
LJnk Up prug,a,L Wl1h respect to the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that 
it st,all ef.minate the existing TAP progran that requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3.50 reduction of local rates to low income 
wstomers age 60 and over. The CommissJon further finds that the South Oakola Lifeline 
and link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. ~47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400to 54.417. 
The effect cl following the FCC rules and not instiM ing further state funded reductions is 
that the FCC eligibtlity requirements and self-certifiC8tion requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota uterine and Link Up programs. In addl1ion, the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff. in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form fO< seff. 
certiflcation. The carriers shall send these foons to each customer prior to JanU81'}' 1, 
1998. The catTiers shall also send a form to each of their new customers. Flnally, lhe 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fourth Issue ,s whether the Commission should file, or in the alternative, requi re 
the carrier to file infonnalion with the fund administrator. ~ 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d). The 
Coornisslon finds the carriers shall be required to file that information demonstrating that 
the carrie(s plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier send an informational 
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to include in their annual 
report to the Convnission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline ar1d Link Up 
support. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has )Urisdiclion over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapter 49-31, 
specifically 49-31-1.1, 49-31-3, 49-31-7, 49-31-7.1, 49-31-11 , 49-31-12.1, 49-31 -12.2 and 
12.4, and 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 



II 

Pursuanl to 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a), the Commission au1horizes intrastate rate 
reductions for eligible telecommurncalions con,r-anles providing local exetlange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the addiltonal $1. 75 In federal support. 

Ill 

The Commission declines to Institute a state Lifeline program to fund further 
reduct.Ions at 1his time. The existing SOU1h Dakota Lifeline and Unk Up programs shall be 
modlfiPd to follow the FCC rules found at 417 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive, on 
January 1, 1998. The Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers. shall develop a 
standard foon for self-c.ertification. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior lo January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new 
custoniers. Finally, the carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant t.o 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d), the CommiSSton finds the carriers shaU be 
required to file that infonnation demonstrating that the carrie(s plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the carrier send an irt'onnatlonal copy to the Commission. The carriers 
shall also be required to Include in their annual report to the Commission the number of 
subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link U'p support. 

It is therefore 

ORDERED, that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional $1 . 75 In federal support; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission will not set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions a t this time; and ,r is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission shall eliminate the existing TAP 
-progi--an-1, that the South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers. develop a standard form for self
certificatlon; that the carriers shall send these forms to all of their customen; prior to 
JanJ8fy 1, 1998; that tho r.arrfers shall also send a form to each of their new customers; 
and that the carriers make the forms available to any person or enllty upon request and 
it is 

s 



FURTHER ORDERED. lhal the earner shall file with the FCC the 1nrorma11on 
demonstrating lhai the earner's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and lhat the came< 
send an informauonal copy to the Comm1 ss,on The earners shall also include in their 
a/'\ iual repon to lhe Commission the number of subscribers who receive l ifeline and Link 
Up support 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this Jf d day of November. 1997. 

CERTIACAll: ~ SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
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