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Mr. Willi:im D11lln1J. Jr. 
Pubhc lh11it1,:) (\nntni)'-IOn 
C:apnol IJuilJing. 1 • Hour 
500 CH)l C.1p1t()I t\, cnu.: 
l'1cm,. S IJ. S7501 ·51J71l 

lk:ir Mr IJullurd· 

CITT OF F AITB 
PA 8111 la 

206 ... !ltrNt 
FAITH. SOUTH llAl<OTA 57626 

Pn: (605) 967•2261 

June I'>. 1997 

TC 97-108 

RECEIVED 

tU._ t. 1997 
SOUTf.f OAK TA POBLIC 
UTIL 1E$ CM ' \ IS;.i''JN 

1-unh M111uc1pal I d,:11hv1'1C t\nnpany is ctt<:l<>)ini; a r,:,1uc:.1 lor ,f,-,.1goo1.io11 ns a11 ·dii;1hlc 
tclc<..V111tnu111ca11uns rorrier" t·c I ("). !·:11th M unic1p:il fckphonc Cumf'Jny 11..s .i.s:,um,-J 
um-.=-il s.-rvkc obhgll11<111S for the t11L-:l it ~n·Cl- ,uul 111,..:b the ,ritcrm for 1n C: Jc>Jgn.iuun 111 

.i.:cur,l.111cc wnh f,:J,:ml r<'gul,1t1u1\.,. c~.:cp\ for the r,'\jum:m,:nt r,,r ·toll contml" ,..:n iu: J:;uth 
:'>lu1111:1pal I clcplton,: Cump:rny. ul.ini; \\1th otlt<:rs in tit<: industry. is III th,: prtie~ 11f ,::..am,mng 
th,: ·toll cuntrol" ,~,...- h h .:cr1:u11 tl1.1t the prm 1'1(111 ol thb ~rv11;:c ::,., 0Ull111cd 111 1hc appl11:uhli: 
I t C rtik-:. will rcituirc a l1Cttcr umkr..mm.hng ,1(tbe I CC', intc-m rdUtl\c to •tull Clllltrul" that 
.:1,i~ts Ob\\ Due Ill tho: tun,: nc,-J,:J III studying Jni.l 11ruv1i.ling tho: •toll contrnt• ...:ni~c. Fnith 
:'>lu11i.:1J\JI I d ... ph•m,· C:ump.m) is nl!><-1 c~1dv, 111~ hen:\\ itl1 a r,'IUC.!>l tor ., 1~m,,.1r:1ry "J1vc1 ul 
tho: ·cull (nl\lhll" )Cf\'ICC fl'tlUlr~llll'OC 

l'lc,l'IC cu111:ic1 me \\Ith an> qu,~tuns } 'UU m:iy have rt'llarding th= n:ttu.:st\ 

I hon!. )'OU, 

Your:. truly, 

V1\t.1n :'>!tiler 
1-irwn.: ... ()flic,., 



SouLh D'2kota 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SER VICE FILINGS Public Utilit ies Commusion 

Sm!! C apitol 500 E. C apitol fht1e are tht: t1t«:onwnun.Jc•tlon.1 Hf'Vk't n.1.mg, lrwt lhe Conwnin ion t1.a1 rte:• tv9d tOf lhe pe·rtt,4 of'> 

Pie!rrc. SD 57501-5070 06/20/97 through 06/ 26/ 97 
Phone: (800) 332· 1782 

1'2.x: (605) 773-380? 
It you M.ct • eotnp&de copy or • Nang tuld. ov.mighC n p,e.1.Md. o, ~ed to you. PM•M conc.ec.t OeltlN: Kolbo .-,nwn ftve d•Y• or lnb ffNng. 

DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS OATE INTERVENTION 

NUMB ER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

App.ca-. : f Can Ptus, ~ 101 a Certflcate ol Aulho!cy ID operate as 8 LelecommuFIIC&b011$ company Wllhlft I/lo state ol South 
TC97-106 Dakotn (Stan TS/CH) ·Applic.lnt ls a S'Mlchlus reseller which Intends to otter 1 • duect dialing , 800 toll tree and travel card 06f20/97 om t/97 
~ (nol ll(en..'ili calllnn cards) lh/tKJnh ~ resale of tolonhnno sorvic,rs u,OVlded by lacd'1ies-based lnlerei chanoe earners· 

TC97- 110 Applica!Jon by MFS Netwo<k Technologies. Inc:. for a Cerdcate ol Author-.y LO operate as a tolocommunieallons company within 
tho state or South Dakota. tstalf; DJ/TZ) 06/25197 07/ 11197 

Appllcation by Z-Tet, Inc. ror o Cor1J~to ol Aulhol'lly lo operate u a 1elecommunlc;alions c:ompany Within the atato 01 Sooth 
TC97•1 II O..kota (Slaff TSITZ) Applicant seeks aulhortly lO p!ovldO MTS, out-W ATS. In-WATS, and calling card S8MCOS Appllcanl 06/25197 0711 1/97 

docs not intend lo D<Ollido OM.111tor seMCos. 900 or 700 soMCes. 

Appllcol)On by CopRock Communiclltions Corp, for a Certificate or Aulhorrty to operate as .i tolecommunlcabOns company 
TC97-112 w.lhin Iha state or Soulh Dakota (Staff: TSITZ) Ap.plleant aeeks aulhorrty t.o p,ovide ~ago Toll SeMCe, lncomlng 800. 06/25197 07/1 1197 

Travel Card and Preoald Call,,,,, Cart! sonlic:Gs. 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

FOlth Muniapru Telephone Company pursu11nl to 47 U.S C 21 4{e) 11nd 47 CFR 54.20 1 hereby sce>.s dcs,gnauon as an elig,blo 
tolocommunicabOns c;arrlor wrthln tho local exchange nroas that const11uto ii$ service are11 In South Dakota. Faith Municipal 

TC87-108 Telephone Company iS Iha laclltties,baud local exchange carrier 111esanlly Plovid"'iJ local exchange 1clocommun4c11dons 06J23i97 0 7/1 1197 
5'1Mces M'I the folluw\ng excrninge Fnch (967) Fabl Munic:ipal Ti,fephor1& Company, to Its know!Odgo, cs tho only earner today 
ocollidlrv1 local o.<cha11<10 1elocommurncabons sorv,ces in lhe above ld.onbried exchange oreas (St.att· HB/KCI 

Armour lndepondont Telephone Company pursuant 10 47 U S.C 2t4(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks des,gnaDon as an 
olig1ble lelocommuNCatlons earner Within Iha local exchange areas thal coM!Jtute ils seMCo area In Soulh Dakota Armour 

TC97- tt3 lndepondonl Tele~ono Com;,any is lho facilrtlo.based local exchange carrier J)lesonUy prOVid,og Joc,il ~change 
06/25197 07111/97 te lecommunlclltions services In the tollow,ng oxchange: Armour (724) Armour Independent Telcphono Company, to its 

knowtodgo, Is tho only earner I.Oday J)lo\llding local exchange tolocommunicabons soMCeS 1n tho above idenbhed exchange 
areas ISlllN HBICHl 

PAGE ff OF 2 



Bndgewator-C11\iStota looependent Tolephono Company pu~ont to 47 u _s C 21 4(0) .and 47 CFR S• 201 neret,y seelo.5 
d851Qnalkln as an elig1ble tolecommunicalions carrier wllhln tho local o.rchange areas that consbtulo IIS sorvico area u, Soun, 

TC97- l 14 Dakota Br1dgewater-C1nist0Ul looepeooenl Telephone Company is tho facll,IIOS-based local e.chango ,;.111101 piosonlly 06/25197 Ot.1 1197 
prOl/ld',ng local e, change teiecommunieallOns HMCH in the followlog e,changes Bndgewater (729) and Canistoca (296) 
Bndgewatot-cen.siotl lndepeooent T t leohone Company to Its knowledge IS the only earner today p,o-Jlding local e, change 
telecommunications services In tne above denbfied elchanae areas 1S1an HBICH) 

Union Telephone Company pu~uant to 1,,7 USC 214(8) aoo 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seek~ doslgnabon as an oi,g.,ble 
talecommurical>(!ns catrier Wl!lwl the loclll umango 011111 lhat consntuto ,ts ser.lco area in South Dakota Un,on Telephone 

TC97 11S Company cs tho I~ local o, c1tange c:amer pu:senlly p,OVld,ng local ei thenge telecommuNCat>ons serw;es III tne 05'2S'97 0~ · 197 
loOow,ng e,:cllanges HartfOld (S28) and Souul Halllo«I (S26) Union Telephone Com111n, torts llnOWledge IS tne only carrier 
lodav local archatv1e telecommuncallOns seMCM ,n tno above lden~foed oi cha nno areas tStan HB"CHJ 

FORMAL COMPLAINT 

Kalhy Roa.e,,boc:hef vs Stai.Ina T elecommunleallOns Inc ·1 speoficalty requested and IIISISle<I on an unpubl<shed ...,.,,ess 
Statelone furnished <too p,OYldeo US l f.'EST tlws 111forma110n for {111•1 Northern H.lls 100 Surrouncl<ng Areas l w.1nl proof or 

TC97-107 wnt!l!n repiwnands for an palbOS. I want p,ool lN!y maoe changes to aV04d tuture ,ncJdonts I want acu.s to Board or Ouec1ors. 06,23117 NA 
aoo I want one thousand dollars 101 V10labo11 of uust, confidence, and tor emotional and mental angu~ aoo dures, and 
,nconvon"nee • (lH/T71 

FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

IJn East PIM1' Teter.nm Inc on June 13 1997 NA NA 

~ .... IC• ftie~i-.~ • W ..,....d:tf .... ..-. ,_.,_.,,.~.,....,.,..,_ _....,...._ .. ~ -~,••~""'ll'r f~• .. r-,,,...,.,_ ; "-!1,,,.-Q:".....,.._..• wt '•• ••••»~ • • e..,.........., 
"' to,.. , ,,. )IOe 
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SodeZ>~ 
Public Utilities Commission 
Seate Capirol Builchng. ~ Ea!t Capitol Avn111c, PiC'rrc, Sollth Dakota $7SOl·S070 

nctober 1, 1997 

Mr Richard 0 . Coit 
EJceo.,tive Director 
SDITC 
P 0 . Soll 57 
Pierre. SO 57501 

RE· E.Ju.lible Tetecommunicatlons earner application, TC97-108 
Faith Munlcipal Telephone C6mp;any 

Dear Mr Coot 

The above-referenced application has been reviewed by the staff of the Public Utilities 
Comml ssion The following additional inlormabon is needed In Older for the CommisSIOn t.o 
consider this appticallon 

1 Pursuant 10 47 C.F .R 54.101(a)(' ). slngte-party servi<:e or its funcuonal eqU1Valent must 
be made available by an Eligible Telecommunlcallons carrier (ETC) to recelve universal 
service suppor1 mechanisms Does the above-referenced company have lhis serv,ce? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C F.R. 54.405 and 54 4 11, Lifeline and Link Up services must be made 
available by an ETC 10 quafify,ng low-income consumers . Does the applicant company, as 
referenced above, make these services avallable to quahfylng consumers? 

3 P!one provide a verification by an authonzed officer. under oalh, to lhe Comnussll0/1 ,n 
which the applicant represents t.o the Comm<sslon thal the facts staled 1n lhe Request for ETC 
Designation and the response lo data request nos. 1 and 2, above, are truthful 

Plea:.e respond by October 14, 1997 Upon receipt of this information, ii will be eYl)lualed by 
staff and lhe matter Will be scheduled foe conslderation by IM Commission Thanl<. you for 
your auentlon to this matter 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Smcerety, 

;( 
/)A,; ' 

Karen Cremer 
Staff Attorney 

/j 
I,,, , •,I r , , 1 t V 

cc Harian Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY TiHE 
FOLLOV ING TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIERS: 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE. INC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. , 
VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPA!NY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

) 

) 
) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, !NC. 

ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING 

TC97-068 

TC97--069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-077 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC'. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE C.)MPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPiERATIVE. 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNlCATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

2 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-088 

TC97~ 87 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

) TC97-092 
) 

) TC97-093 
) 

TC97-094 

) TC97-095 
) 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97--097 
) 

B!ERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TC97-098 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-100 
) 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) TC97-101 
) 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-10I 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERA TIVF: TELEPHONE TC97-117 
COMPANY 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-121 
) 

) 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0 /B/A ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0 /B/A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO ) 
) 

TC97-125 

TC9'7-130 

TCfl /-131 

TC97•154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The SouUl Dakota Public Ut,ht,es COfTYTltSSIOn (Conwniss,on) recetved requests from 
the above capttOOed 1etecommun1ca11ons compan,es requesting des1gnaflon as eligible 
1elecommumca11ons earners 

The ~ elearoncally transm,11eo no1tce of the filings and the mterven11on 
doadhnes to interested 1nd1v,duals and ent1t1es On June 27. 1997. the Comm,ss,on 
received a Pet 110n to Intervene from Dakota Te!ec.orrm.nicatoos Systems, Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Te'l)(Xl<TI. Inc (DTI) With rele<ence to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075i On JJy 15 1997 at ltS regularly schedukld ,neeting, the Comm,ss,on granted 
m1erven11on to DTS Jnd DTI in Doeket TC97-075 No other Pe1111ons to Intervene were 
filed 

The Commsssaon has ~sdlClion over tn,s matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1·26 
and 49· 31 , 1nclud1ng 1-26-18 1·26-19 ,49.31 .3 49·3 1·7. 49 .31 .7 1 49-31 ·11 , and 47 
USC § 2 t4(e){1) through (5) 

The ,ssues at the near,ng snail be as follows ( 1) whether the above capuoned 
telecommumcat,ons companies should be granted des1gna11on as ehg1ble 
telecommumcat,ons carriers and (2 ) what service areas shall be establlshed by the 
ComrrusslOC'I 



A hearing shall be held at l 30 P M , on Wednesday. NovEmber l9, 1997, 1n Room 
412. S:ate Caprtol, Pierre. South Dakota It shall be an advarsa,y p<0ceed1ng conducted 
pursuant !o SDCL Chapter l -26 All partJes have the fli;lht to be present and to be 
reptesented by an attorney These nghts and/ other due process nghts shall be forfeited 
If not wce:cised at the hearing If you or your representative fail to appear at the hme and 
place set for the hearing, the Final DeCJS1on w,11 be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, if any. dunng lhe heanng or a F ,nal Decision may be ,ssued by default 
pursuant to SDCL l ·26·20 After the heanng the Commission v.ul consider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented al !he hearing The Commission 'MIi then enter Findings 
of Fact, Condus1ons of Law. and a Final Decision regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Comm1ss1on may either grant o r deny the request from any or the above 
cap11oned telecommun1ca11ons companies requeS11ng des1gna11on as an ehg1ble 
teleoommunicatlons earner, and the Commission shall estabhsh service areas for ehgtble 
telecOmmunications earners The Commission' s decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the time and place spec1!1ed above oo 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommumcauons companies should be 
granted d&s1gnat1on as ehgtble telecommumca11ons earners. and the Comm1ss1on shall 
es1abhsh service areas for ehg1b!e telecommun1cat1ons earners 

Pursuant to the Americans w,th D1sab1h1ies ~ . lhrs hearing 1s being held tn a 
physically accessible locauon Please contact the Public Uhht,es Comm1ss1on at l-800· 
332-1782 at least 48 hours pnor to !he hearing tf you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you 

Dated at Pierre South Dakota thi s 

Cf:RTlf'ICAlE OF SERVICE 

,;-j 
7 day of November t 997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

Execu11ve Director 



CITY or r AITB 
P.O. 8111 368 

206 ... Sir..t 
FAITH. SOUTH DAKOTA 57626 

Ph: (605) '967·2261 

RECEJVFD 

Nm ember :i ,t. I 'I' 17 

Ms Karen C:rcmcr 
Staff Auor1K') 
l'ubhc U1ih1i~ Comrmssions 
Capitol Uurklintt- 1• Floor 
SOO l!MI Cllpi1ol \\ tflue 
1•,crrc. SD ~ 7~01 • ~070 

sourft 
UY/Ltl/C 

lk H itcible rck-c,m111111111ca111111\ Carrier (ETC) 1\pplku1iun TC97-10k 
h111h Mu111c1p.1I rclcpho11c {"ompanv 

Dear Ms Cremer 

1 

IJC 
;JN 

We arc rcspondmg to the need for add1tlonnl clnrilicn1io11 rcsardrng our ~ingle p311) SCl"ice 
offering Fauh Municipal l ekphonc Company olTcn 5inglc pm Iv scnite It' nil of il t 
sub$cribtn 

My affidavn as 10 the ,·nhdi!y of the 111fo11na1ion contained hcrcm is llll" ,d~'<I IH:h," 

Sincerely. 

~ · 
\'ivian Milk• ~ 
Finance OOiccr 

Vhian Miller, bcintc lirM dulv sworn. statl'S &hat she is 1hc Finance Olliccr for the 
rcsp<mding panr. 1ha1 she ha~ rc3d the forc!!oin!!, and rit is 1rue 10 her o"n bc~t lmowl~l1:tc, 
111fw nm lion :w ~ 

ii:11cd • . l/-di_ -C/7 _ 
N~tary f~hlic Signa1me~x-,,__,./,.. .... ,,,,,.,_.._·_~'-"'PJ.-"'----- l)d1c //. ,?1:· 9J _ 
My 1crm CJ1pi1c. Ool. LL--~ 
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THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM ISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

-------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 

VALLEY CA8LF & SATELLJTE 
COMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOC IATES , I NC. 

S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

l hTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE. INC. 

I NTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 STATELI NE TELECOMM UNICATTONS , INC. 

20 ACCENT rO MM UNI CATlONS. I NC. 

21 JAMES VALLEY COO PERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

22 

23 

2 S 

HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATI ONS . I NC 

Ml DSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC . 

BALTI C TELECOM COO PERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM INC. 

RECEIVED 
) 

l DEC O 2 1997 
) 

~OUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
)UTILITIE.S COMM ISSION 
) 
) TC97·06 i 
) 

) TC97 -0 69 
) 

) 

I TC9 7-070 
l 
) 
l TC97 -0 71 
I 
l 
l TC97 - 073 
l 
l TC97 - 07 4 
I 
l TC97 · 075 
l 
J T"' 97 - 077 
J 
l 
) TC97 - 078 
) 
) 

l TC97·080 
J 
i 
l TC97 - 081 
l 
l TC97 - 083 
) 
) TC9 7 •08•, 
) 

J 
I TC97-085 
l 
) TC97 ·086 
l 
l TC97·0 87 
) 
I TC97-088 



l 

2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COM PANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO . , INC. 

S JEfFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COO PERATIVE , 
INC. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l 1 

VENTURE COMM UNI CATIONS, INC. 

S ANCOM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNIClPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOC IATION 

13 RC COHHUNI CATI ONS, INC. 

1 4 SPLITROCK PROPERT I ES, I NC. 

15 SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE , I NC. 

16 TRI -COUNTY TELECOM, INC 

17 FAITH MU~I CIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR I NDEPENDENT TE LEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 
BR I DGEWATER CAN ISTOTA I NDEPENDENT 

20 TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

21 ONION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

22 MCCOOK COOP£RA7:VE 7E LEPHONE 
COMPANY 

23 

2 4 
KA DOKA TE LEPHONE COMPANY 

BROOKl NGS MUN! CIVAL TELEPHONE 

HANC:ON C'OMM UNICOATIONS l NC. DI BI A 

) TC97 ·089 
I 
I TC9 7·090 
I 
I 
I TC97•092 
I 
l TC97-09 3 
I 
) TC9 7·0 9 4 
) 
) 

) TC9 7·09S 
) 

) TC9 7·0 96 
l 
I TC97·097 
I 
I TC 97·098 
I 
I TC97 •09 9 
) 

I 
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2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 



l 

2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 
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2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 



s 

1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 
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A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 



1S 

in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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2 

3 

s 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 



30 

1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 



1 

2 customers? 

33 

1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 



l 

2 

3 

COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 
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2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 
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2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 
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1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 



. • Lifeline and Link Up, they have to advertise this 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 



6S 

l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 
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l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 



72 

l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 
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require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 
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based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 

22 
~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 

2 4 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILfTIES COMMISSION OF 

THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
RECEIVED 

I'• 1111 Mt\ 111 k Ill I IIL kll)l 1, r OI 1 
Al 111 \II 'll('ll't\l II I I l'IIOM n 1\IPt\N\ I Ok I 

HI <;l(,NA I IUl. A\ ,\ 'I 111(111111 I 
111 1 l"t)\IMO'-lt ,\ I Ull-.S ( Akkll k I 

JUH 7 4 l9!17 
k M/U~.'i I WR I rt 
1>1 <,1<,NA 110:-. SOUTH OAK.OT A PUBLIC 
ll'X'KrT TC''"· UTILITIES COMMISSION 

I •11h '1uno< tf'II 1 tkph<tn< l.omp,&11\ 1·1 ,ttll1 1 elq,h<n,c•) put>u.anl to 47 l/n11cd Stat<> t"W<: 

l"!O.U. I ~1th I rlcph,.,,., uflcn 11>< lolk•,.mi 

"' • IXNll:IT 

I I 



l r .. ,th l ciq,honc ,n "'""d.>nt• "uh 47 CfR { ~ IOI Tm I~ '"''°" "'' loul UClw>J.• 

c~l\"\.ummunu . .alKNl\ wn 1cn 10 .ill c.unsum<'n throurho,ut II\ \n'\'ICC Wt': 

\"ou ~ .>.Ca.> lo tlu, J'UhllC '1' 114hcd IIC1'"otL 

I OCOl c\ChMIJC 'lers1<t ln<'luJ1n; • ., •nhlllOI Ofli!Clll UWi< fr« 11r~1 minute Chllll,1°' 

unJ<r. IW rMnl loc.al ,Cr\K( ~· 

1 >u.,I ton< mulli,(r<que~ SIIP"'hng. 

• A<ens 10 cmn~~ ,cn,cn such"' •111 or cnh;ancnl 'II I pC1bl1C kt'ICd, 

• A«~ 10 upcct•l<>t kt'~ 

.. Actcu rn 1111tn,ch.a.n5t \tt~lc-e. 

• Accn.s 10 du~"') :mnl.'lncc, and 

• I oil blllcLinJ ~••• t tl quohli<d lo-,, ·•n<omc ~OC1>111ncn 

A• noctd Ibo,<. htllh I ckphc,o< den pt•l' kit toll hnuw""' >t1' rt• 111 the form of ioU blodlftJ 

1,, QUJhf>••s .,,n,umn,. l,ov.t>et. Ilic lklJllk,n•l roll lumldltOn s.-r. i« of •1011 coouu1• as dcflnrd ,n the 

.,.,, It C unt>cn;al ~"• ruin 1.J' (~'R § $.J .JUO())I n noc Pffl\!dcJ. I a1th rclc-phonc 1> noc •"'111• lb.ll 

"'') luul ndyn ·t tmlCf ,n '>ou1h l).JI.IJC• ho,• ,unm1 c.p.ib1ht} 10 pro.-Mlt- ,uch k'f\-K'f The I CC p,c 

l'IO tndlCattOn pell"''"·~ rclc>'4: ot lti Ullt>~I >Cf\-lCC «def (~CC •n I \7) th.ol toll conllOI \IIOUkl be 

wnpu,c-d 0\ ;an LT( \Cf\ !Ce "'l\llletnffll ;anJ. 10 our 1nformo1,on and h<-hcl ... I rcsull Lrc, n.11l0fl" ldc 

.ate ,,.,. P'"lltuncd 10 mlll« 1~ "'" Kc 1mm<41~1CI) a\1111.ablc In orlkr fot I allh Tr~phone 111 p,u,llk lM 

-<r\k( ...i.i,,-, U'ool ,c la<Lint ..... . ..,,.,. ap.ib1b1,n .. ,11 ... ,. 10 too ,n.wkJ'" lti loul S\ll lld,1111 

C'\llllfkllcnl Al m11u111um.1hc "'""c ,cquu" • '" 1t<hin1 wllw.t1c ul'¥f"'k w lll thb tune fauh 

I c~ 11 in,~,,~. a&J >tlnhP'UII tu llc1nm11>< "'hctb<T the •>cu>"") ..,,,....,, h.o been <k><lo>r<J 

ltnd "hen 11 m1j:h1 t,«...,.., a,ool•bk 

A,<1.,d1n1h I aJlh r ckrfwnc " l.>1-cd,. ,1h C\<qlll<IIUI circunn1an<n conccm,n1 its .ab1ld) 1<1 

m.al.c the toll <ool/\ll >en,c., a\01ulllc ;u set fonh ,n 1hc H C1 unt>n\lll l<'n,c;c rula llllJ mUS< rcqun1 • 

"'.lt\tr fnll'n the rr'iuirtmt'.nl 10 P,\t\1dc Wt.h \Ct\14C At 1h,, 1unc: ~ \\.ll\n fo, a patOd ol one: )e&r IS 

I~ !'nut tu lhc ffld Of th< ,...., )C., J'<1100. I •1111 ft~ .. ,111,p.,r, batJ. IO the C:otnmll""" 

"111, 1~1ftc 1nhwm>11011 1nd1<.allnJ "hen ll>c nc.:cu.>r) n,11,u,I. uprnkk< can bt, n,..ic and Ille >av1« cm 

., 



•11111 H>ntrul" m1u1mn<111 pur"'-'1111,, J7 <.Tit ~4 101(,J 

J I Jllh I ckphonc h.i~ Jlf\"\IW\I\ .and .. ,u c.,nlU,U< kl ..i,,-n,~ lht ., .. 1.,tulll) of IIS loci 

t>l i:ro1111 an I I t ll~o;rwuoo lu ~o1r1h l tlq,h1M1r «i>mnc all or 1hc local 

llatcu th,,..,~ of June. I W7 

r ~uh Munac,,p.d r cl~ Cotnp.u,) 

\ IHl!I :\1111...-, I ,n.u,« Officer 

3 



October 9, 1997 

Karen Cremt'r 

City of Faith 
1Jo1363 

Faith. SD 57626 
60~967,2261 

South D.tkotn Public Utilit~ Commission 
State CapitCII Building 
500 EaS1 Capttol Avenue 
Pierre. SO 57S01·5070 

Dear Ms Cremer 

RECEIVED 

flCT • 1991 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES roMMISSION 

Pursuant 10 47 CFR 54 IOI (a)(4). single·pnny service is aV11ilable by Faith Municipal 
Telephone Company 

F'aith Municipal Telephone Company is not currently offering Liftwc and Link Up 
services within its e~change. but \\ill as required by the FCC rules. 4 7CFR SS 54 400 • 
54 417. make the w ablished discount progl'llms available 10 its qualifying low-income 
customers beginning January I, 1998. It is our understanding that while providing the 
Lifeline IIJ1d Link Up services is a requirement impo$ed on ETC's pur~am 10 47 CFR S 
54 405 and 54 411 , it is not actually a precondition wl1ach must be met before ET(' s1a111s 
can properly be granted by tbe Commission 47 CFR S S4 IOI which lists the SCl'\ice 
olhli8J1tions tlult must be met before a c.,rricr can receive redrral universal service suppon 
docs not spccrlically rcferenec Lifeline and Link p SCl'1ccs 

Vivian MiUcr. being first dul)' sworn. states that she is the Finance Officer for the 
responding pany. that she has rrad the initial ETC application and 11~ roregoing. and tilt 
samt are true to her own best I.now ledge. infom1a1ion and belief 

~, 

ST1\ TE OF SOITTII DAKOTA 

COU1 r Y OF MEADE 

October 9. 1997 

s 

On 1l11s If' day of Oc.iober, 1997. Vi,ian Miller. personally appeared before lhl' 
undernsncd ollker and Ji!lflcd 1he fr11l'go g msuvmem m 

N'Olary Public 
(Seal) 

M> t:ommr;~ion cxpi1cs -~/. c;;., ___ _ 

IXNlllf 

~ 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY FAITH ) 
MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW,, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-108 

On June 23, 1997, the Pubhc Utlhties Comm,ss,on (Commission) received a request for 
designation as an eligible telecommun,cations carrier (ETC) from Fa11h Municipal Telephone 
Company (Faith Telephone) Faith Telephone requested designation as an erig,bte 
telecommunications camer wilhon the local exchange areas that constitute ,ts service area 

The Comm,ssion eledronically transmrtted notice of the fihng and the intervention deadline 
to interested 1nd1vtduals and entities No person or entJty filed to intervene By order da ted 
Nove~ 7, 1997, the Commission set the heanng tor this matter for 1'30 p.m on November 19, 
1997, in Room 412, State Capltol, Pierre. South Dakota 

The heanng was held as scheduled At the heanng. the Comm1ss,on granted Faith 
T etephone a one year waiver of the requitement to provide toll control sel'lllee withjn Its seMce ar,ea 
At its December 11, 1997, meeting, the Comm1s.st0n granted ETC designation to Fa,th Telephone 
and designated tts study area a.s its service area. 

Based on the !Mdence of record, the Comm,ss.on entets the following Findings or Fad and 
Concius,ons of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 23, 1997, the Commission received a request for designation as an ETC from Faith 
Telephone Farlh Telephone requested deslgnat,on as an ETC within the local exchange areas tlnat 
conslrtute ,u service area Faith Telephone serves the following exchange Fa~h (967). Exn,blc 1. 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U S.C. § 214(e)(2). the Commission is required 10 designate a comm,on 
ca mer that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC tor a serv1C:e area des,~nated 
by the Commission. 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(1) , a common earner that Is designated as an ETC 1s ettg,ble 
to receive un,versal service suppon and shan. throughout ,ts serv,oe area, offer the services that a re 
su,pponod by federal unrversal service support mechanisms erther using 1t.s own lacihhes or a 
co mbinotion of its own laoh11es and resale of anolher camel's services. The camer must also 
advertls" the avaolabolily of such seMces and the rates for the services us,ng med!a of general 
d,sinbuhon 

IV 

The Federal Communications Comm&Ssion (FCC) has des,gnated the l oUo'N,ng services or 
functional~ies as those supponed by federal universal service support mechan,sms· (1) vorce grade 



ac.cess to the public SWttched ne!W0111; {2) local u.sage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its 
functional equal, (4) single party servoce or its lunet,onal equivalent; (5) ai:cess to emergency 
services, (6) access to operator services; (7) access to 111teff1Xchange service, (8) acce.s$ to 
directory ass,stance: and (9) toll lunltabon lor quar.lylng low-,ncome consumers. 47 C.F.R § 
5'4.101(a) 

V 

As part or its obligations as an ETC. an ETC Is required to make available Lifeline and Unk 
Up service .. lo qualifying low-lnoome consumers 47 C.F R § S4 405: 47 CF R. § 54 411 

VI 

Fadh Telephone offers voice grade ace&s.s to the public switched netwo<lt to all consumers 
throughout rts selVICe area Exhibit 1 

VII 

Faith Telephone offers local exchange senrice tndudlng an amount of local usag.e free or per 
minute charges to all consumers throughout rts :service area Ill 

VIII 

Faith Telephone offers dual tone multt-frequency StQnallllO 10 ah consumers lhroughoue its 
SetVice area Isl 

IX 

F arlh Telephone offers single party service to all consumers throughout ,ts service anea 
E:lch1bit 2 

X 

Fadh Telephone offers access 10 emeroency seMOl!S to al consumers throughout its servtee 
area. E.rnibrt 1 

XI 

Faith Telephone offers accus 10 operator services to all cons.umers throughout 1ts service 
area hi 

XII 

F a1th Telephone offers access lo in111raxchange services to all consumers throughout ,ts 
service- area Isl 

XIII 

Fo,th Telephone offers access to diredoly 8S$&$1anCe to al consumers thro~ ,ts service 
area !SI 

2 



XIV 

One of the services requlfed to be provid;ed by an ETC to qualifying low-income consumers 
is to!l limltatlon 47 C.f .R. § 54.101(!!)(!}) Toll hmt1atlon consists o f both toll blodling andl tOII 
control 1,7 C,F R. § 5".400(d) TOIi control ls a service that allows consumers to spec,ly a certain 
amount of toll usage that may be incurred per month or per billing cycle . 47 C F.R. § 5".400(c), Toll 
blodung 1s a service that lets consumers elect not to allow the completJon of ou1ooing toll calls. 4 7 
C .F.R. § 54.400(b). 

xv 

Faith Telephone offers toll blocidng to all consumers throughou1 rts servu:e area. Exh,bit 1. 

XVI 

Faith Telephone does not currently offer toll control ll2, In order for Faith Telephone to 
provide toll control, additional usage tracking and storage capabihties w,11 have to be installed In ,ts 
local switching equ,pmenl Faith Telephone i s attempltng to determine whether the necessary 
softwa ! has been developed and when i t m,gM become available ll2 

XVII 

Faith Telephone stated that it is faced with exceptJOOal c,rcumstances concemlng Its abifrty 
to make toll control service available and requested a one year wa,ver from the requirement to 
provide such service ll2 Prior to 1he end of the one year penod, Fa,,n Telephone will report badl 
to the CommisSIOO with specific informalJOn indicating when the nelWOrll upgrades can be mad'e 1n 
order to provide toll comrol ll2 

XVIII 

With respect to the obb!latiOO 10 advetttse the avaBablhty of services supponed by the federal 
un,versal setvice suppon mechanism and the cha,oes for those services u sing media of general 
disllibutlon, Faith Telephon e stated that 11 advertises the avaitabirity of Jts local e xchange sel'Vl'C6s 
,n media of general dlstnbution thmughOut its serv,ce i.rea However. Fa,th Telephone has not 
generally advenised the pnces for these selVice5 lJ2 Faith Telephone stated its intentl()('l to comply 
with any advet11sing standards developed by the Comml5$ion ll2 

XIX 

Fa,lh Telephone does not currently o ffer Lifeline and Unk Up service discounts In 11s 
exchanges Exhibit 2. Faith Telephone will offer the L.rfel1ne and Unk Up service discounts In all of 
,ts serv,ce area 1>e9,nning January 1, 1998, ,n accordance with 47 C,F R. §§ 54.400 to 54 417. 
1ndus,ve. and any Commissioll ,mposed requ1temenls Exhibit 2 

xx 

TIie Comm1Ss1on finds !hat Farth Telephone c:u«ently prov,dcs and w,11 cot1t111ue to provide 
the tollow,ng services or functionat,bes tnroughout its serv1ee arN (1) voice grade acoess to the 
public switched networit, (2) local u sage. (3) dual tone mulb-frequericy s,gnaling, (4) s.ngle-p:arty 
~Mee; (5) access t.o eme,oericy seMCes; (6) access to ope1111or se.rv,ces, (7) eccess to 
interexchange service; (8) access to directory assistance, and (9) tOII bloeking ror quaJ1fying low
lncome consumers. 
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xx, 
The <.omiruss,on fonds thlll pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) 11 WIit grant Faith TelepnOne 

•-or the requreme,,1 to offer ,oa con1101 services until December 31, 1998 The Comml:ssiOn 
finds that exceptional dn:i.Jmstances prevent Faith Telephoi'\6 !rom ptovid,ng loll controi at th,s. 11me 
due to the difficulty tn obtalntng the necess.ary software upgrades to proYtde the service 

XXII 

The Comrms,on finds Iha! Faith Telephone intends to pro Ide lifeline and lJnk Up p,og,ams 
to qualtfy,ng customers throughout ,ts seMce area consistent wM state and federal rules and 
orders 

X)(JII 

The Comrn,ss,on flllds that Faith Telephone shall adven,se the avatlabtlrty of I.he services 
suppol1ed by the fedetal urwenal serv,ce s.upport mechanism and the char;es thereto, th,ougnout 
cts ~ 11111• us,ng media or general dt.Stnbullon once each year. The ConvnisSIOll lunhet' fond.s 
that d lhe rate for_,, of the seMCeS supponed by the federal utl1Ve(S,8J seMCe s.upe,ott meel'lan.sm 
changes, the new rate must be advertised us,ng media of general d1stnbutlon 

XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(5). the Comm,ssjon designates Faith Telephone's curreot 
study area as IIS service area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Tot Commission has iunsdtdlon over thts matter pursuant to SOCl Chapters 1-26, 49C-31, 
and 47 U SC. § 214 

II 

Pursuant 10 47 USC § 214(e)(2), the Commission ts required to deslgn.1te a common 
carrier that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a seMCO area dt SIQNlled 
by the CommlUIOO 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e>(1), • couwnoo c.mer that ,s deS1Qnated as an ETC ,s eltgit>le 
to receive universal service s.uppon and shal, lhtoughout ,ts service area. otter the services that are 
supported by federal universal service support mechanisms eilher using tts own lacihties or a 
CQmbtnatlon of its own faoht,es and res.ale of another camel's services The earner must also 
advertise the availabtlrty of s.uch se1VM:es and the rates for the services uS1ng media of general 
d1Stnbu1Jon 

IV 

The FCC has designated the followlng services or funclionaJ,tJn as those supportecll by 
lederal universal service support mechanisms (1) voice grade access to the public switched 
network. (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency signal;ng or 11s functional equal, (4) single 
party se,v,oe or its fundlOnal equivalent, (5) ,~n to emergenq scrviGes. (6) access to operator 
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sr.rvicas, (7) access to 1n1erexchange service, (6) access to directory asststance. al'ld (9) toll 
limitation for quafifying low·income ~ nsumers <4 7 C .F R § 54 101 (a) 

V 

As pan of IIS obhgations as an ETC, an ETC 1s required 10 make available l.Jlehne and l.Jnk 
Up, services lo quahfymg low·income consumers 47 CF R § 54 405, 47 C F.R § 54.411 

V.I 

Faith Telephone has met lhe requitements o f 47 C F.R § 54 101(a) With the exception of the 
atx!Jly to offer toll control. Pursuant 10 47 CF R § 54 101(c) , the CommlsSIOO conctudes lhal Farth 
Telephone has demonstrated exceptional circumstances that justify granting rt a waiver of the 
requirement to offer toll conuol un111 December 31, 1996 

VII 

Fa 1th Telephone shall p,ov,de Lifehne and Unk Up programs to qual,fy,ng customers 
thrroughout rts seiv,ce area consistent with stale al'ld federal rules and orders 

VI II 

t-tith Telephone shall advemse the ava1lablhty of the seNlGIIS supponed by the federal 
unrveisal service suppon mechan,sm and the charges tnerelor us,ng media of general d1Stnbuti0n 
once each year If the rate for any of the seNices supported by the lede,., universal service supp.on 
mechantsm changes, the new rate shall be advertised using media of general distnbulJon 

IX 

Pursuam 10 47 USC § 2 14(e)(5) , the Commission designates Faith Telephone's current 
stu,dy area as ,ts seNlGII area 

X 

nie Commass,on designates Fa,th TelephOne as an eligible telN:ommunlG3tions camer for 
i ts senrce area 

It is therefore 

ORDERED, that Faith Telephone's current :study area Is designa ted as rts service area, and 
ti IS 

FURTHER ORDERED, Iha! Farlh Telephone shall be granted a waiver of the requirement 
10 ,offer toll control services unhl December 31. 1998, and ,t 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Faith Telephone shall follow the adverusing requirements a s 
hs1ed above, and 11 is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Farth Tetepllooe ,s deSIQNled as an eligtble telecommunl<:abons 
ca mer for its se= area 

s 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PlEASE TAKE NOTICE Ulat this Order was duly entered on the / 7 d day of December, 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1·26-32. this Order w,11 take effect 10 days after tne date of receipl or 
failure to accept dehvery of tne decision by the parties. 

Dated at Pterre, South Dakota, this / L~day or December, 1997 

Cl!RTl'ICA Tl! Of Sl!IMCE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 

, 

Off lCIAl SEAl 
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December 19, 1997 

Mr Bill Bullard 

CITY OF FAJTB 
P.O. 8oa 368 

206 Man Slnlll 
FAITii, SOUTH OAJ<OTA 57626 

Pti: (605} 967-2261 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
SOO East Capitol 
Pierre, South Dakota S750 I 

Dear Mr Bullard 

RECEIVED 

DEC ? L 19'97 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

We arc enclosing a copy of Faith Municipal Td~honc Company's Lifeline and Unk Up Plans 
,~hkh are collJIStmt with the critcna in South Dakota Pubhc U1ilitlcs Commis.s1on's Docke1 
T1C97-ISO (&110 enclosed) and in 47 CFR S4 400. 54 417 

Please call Lor;:ua Calabro ofTELEC Consultins Resources, (402) 398-0062. with any questions 
you may have on this matter 

Your& truly, 

~»;~ 
Vivian MiUer 
Finance Officer 



RECEIVED 
OEC "4 1997 

LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN 
• • • t,OUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC OF FAI I H MUNICIPAL Tl:.LEPHONE COMPAN\ UTILITIES COMMISSION 

The Fanh Municipal Telephone Company submits this plan pursu11111 to 47 CFR ~ 
S4 40 1(d) Faith Municipal Telephone Company has b«n designated as .111 eligible 
telecommunications carritr by the Soulh Dakota Public Utilities Commission ("SDPUC") 
and, as such. must make Lifeline and Link Up service: available 10 qualifying low-income 
consumers as set fonh in the Commission's Final Order and Decision. Notice of Entry of 
Dccismn dated November 18. 1997. issued irt1 Docket TC97-150 (lo.!~~ 
lnycstigatjoo into 1hii l,jfeline and Unk Up PrQ¥fll1m). which is auachcd as Exhibit " · and 
consistent with the c1i1cria cstabhshcd under 47 CFR ~& 54 400 10 54 41 7. inclusive 

A. GcnrraJ 

I The: Lifeline and Link Up prog,ams asstSI qualified low-income consumers by 
prQ\'1ding for rcducc:d monthly charges and reduced connection charges for local 
1clcphonc s;.'f'Vice The assistance applies 10 a single telephone hne a1 a qualified 
consumer's principal place of residence 

2 A qualified low-income consumer 1s a telephone subscnber v.no 
participates ,n at least one of the fol lowing public assistance programs 

a Med1ca1d 
b Food Stamps 
c Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
d. Federal Pubhc Housing Assistance 
e Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LHEAP) 

3 A qualified low-income consumer ,s e1tg1b1e to receive either or both 
Lire· ne and Link Up assistance 

4 Fa11h Municipal Telephone Company will advertise the a1,1a1lab1hty of 
L1fe1tne and Link Up services and the charges therefore using media or 
general d1stnbut1on and ,n accord w .h any rules that may be developed 
by the SDPUC for apphcatton to eligible telecommunicattons earners 

5 In add1tton. Fa11h Municipal Telephone Company, as required by the 
Final Order and Decision. Notice or Enlry of Oec1s1on of the SDPUC 
(Exh1b11 A), w,11 indicate ,n ,rs annual report to the SDPUC the number or 
subsct1bers w,th,n it's service area rece1v1ng Ltfehne and/or Link Up 
assistance In addition this 1nformauon w,11 be provided 10 the Universal 
Service Adm1n1Strat1ve Company ('USAC·) 

6 lnformalton as to the number or consumers qualifying for Lifeline 
and/or link Up assistance Cdnnot currently be provided by Faith 



Municipal Telephone Company because ,1 has no access 10 the 
government information necessary to delerm,ne how many of 11s 
telephone subscribers are part,c,pating 1n the above referenced pubhc 
assistance programs Without this information. Faith Municipal 
Telephone Company cannot provide, a t this time, even a reasonable 
es11ma1e of the number of ,ts subscnbefs 'Mio. afler January 1, 1998, w,11 
be rece1v1ng Lifeline and/or Lulk Up sen 11ce. Information as to lhe number 
of 1!s low-income subscribers qualrfying for Lrfehne and/or Lrnk Up can be 
provided after applications for l.Jfeltne and Link Up ass1s1ance have been 
received by Faith Mu111c,pal Telephone Company 

7 In accord with the SDPUC's F,nal Order and Dec1s1on. Notice of Entry 
of Decision, Faith Municipal Telephone Company will make application 
forms available to all of ,ts existing residential customers. to all new 
customers when they appty for res1dent1al local telephone service. and 10 
other persons or entities upon their request 

B. t ifrlinr 

I ; feline SCl"\icc means a r~'lalf loc.il service olTcnng for which qualified lo"· 
income consum.,rs pay rtduc,•d charge$ 

:! Lifclmc service mclud~ ,01cc grndc access 10 the publu: switched nc11,ork, 
local usage, dual tone mult,-frequeocy signaling ur ,ts functional c:c1uival.cnt, single
party service ur rts funcuonal c,quh'lllent, access lU cmcrgcocy scniccs, nccess to 
operator SCfV1CC1i, accCS5 to mtercxchangc ~" 1cc. access 10 directory a.ssisrancc, 
lllld roll hnutar,on 

) Quwrfied low-income subscribers arc required 10 submit an applicauon form tn 

order to receive Lifdin..- senrce. In applying. for Lifeline a.uisuincc. rhc subscnbcr 
mus1 ccnify under penalty of pcl)ury that rhey ate currently p.trt1cipaung mat least 
one of the quahfying public assistance programs lis1ed in ~cction ,\ ! , above In 
addition, the subscriber mus1 agree 10 norif>• Faith MunietiJal Telephone Compan~· 
whcn 1hcy e<:a~ pamcipaung on 1hc qualifymg public .us1S111ncc pro~ram(s) 

4 1 he total rnonrhly I 1fcl1nc er .-d,t aYatlabh: 10 quahfil!d 0011.SUmcu 1~ SS 25 Fanh 
Mumetpal Telephone Company shall pro,1de 1hc crcdn 10 qualified con.umers bv 
applying rhc fodcrul ba~linc suppor1 amoum of SJ SO 10 wa,,c the consumer's 
tcdcral End-User Common I.inc charge and applymg rite addnional authontl'd 
fodi:ral support amount of $1 7S as a credn 10 rhe consumer's imrasto1e local 
si:1 vice m1c n,c federal b.1seline support am,oum rutd addrtional support available. 
101ahng SS ~S. shall reduce Fruth Municipal Telephone' Company"s lowest 1ru11Ted 
(or 01hern1s~ g.:nerully available) rs"<ldentml rnte for the S<.'1Vlces li~ed aboYe in 

Sccuon ll J l'cr the attached SDl'I !C Final Order and De<:1\run. 011cc of Entry 



of Decision. ihe SDPUC has authoriic:d intrastate rate rcducuom for cli1Pbh.-
1cleeommunicaiions t.-amers making the add.itional federal suppon amount of SI '75 
available The SDPUC' did not establish a state Lifeline program 10 fund any 
funhcr raie reductions (E:<h1bit A. Findings of Fact VH and VIII, and 
Con: lusions of Law II and Ill ) 

S Faiih Municipal Telephone Company will 110 1 disconncci subscriben from their 
L1fehnc service for non-payment of toll charges unless the SDPUC, pu1su.int to 47 
CFR ~ S4 40 I (b )( I), hu granted the company a waiver from the non-dJSCOMect 
requirement 

6 Except to the extent that Faith Municipal Telephone Company has 
obtained a waiver from the SDPUC pursuant to 47 CFR § 54 101(c), the 
company shall offer toll limitation to all qualifying low-income consumers 
when they subscribe to LJfeline service If the subSCtiber elect.s to receive 
toll limitation. that service shall become part of that 11ubscriber's Lifeline 
service 

7 Faith Munietpal Telephone Company wtll not collect a service deposit 
1n order to 10iliale Lifeline service if mhe qualifying low,income consumer 
voluntanly elects toll blocking on their telephone hne However, one 
month's local serv,ce charges may be required as an advance payment 

C. Link Up 

Link Up means 

t a) A reduction in ihc customary chnrge for commcm:ing 
tdc:commumca11ons service for a single 1clccommunica1ions connection at a 
conwmer'i pnnc1pal place of residence The mlucuons s.hall be 50 pcrccm 
or the •'11Stomary charge or SJO 00. which~·cr is less. and 

(b) A deferred schedule for payment of the charges assessed for 
commencmg service. for which the consume, does not pay 1nleres1 
The interest charges not assessed to the consumer shall be for 
connection charges of up to $,200 00 that are deferred lo a period 
nol to exceed one year 

1 Charge~ as~ for commcncmg '4:rvicc mcludc &n)' charges lhat tire 
c:wtomarily as-scd for conncctmg sub, cnbers to the ncl\,ork These charg.:s do 
1101 mcludc '111) pc.-1 m1ss1blc secumy depos11 rcquircmcntS 

3 The Link Up program shall allow .a consumer 10 rece,ve the benefit of 
the Ltrk Up program fOf a second or subsequent lime only for a pnnc1pal 



place of residence with an addre" different from the residence address 
at Yklich the Link Up assistance was provided previously 

Faith Municipal Tdcphone Company 
P 0 . Box 368 
Faith, South Dakota 57626-0368 
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EXHIBI T "A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
E.NTRY OF DEC1SION 

TC97-150 

r.too; 

AJ rts August 18, 1997, regula1y sc:hedlAed meel~,g. lhe Pubrc Utilib9$ Commission 
(Commission) voted to opon a dodcet conceming tho federal Communications 
Corrmuion's (FCC's) Repoct and Order on Universal SeMCC regarding tho Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC docidod that It would pr0V1de for 
additional rederal suppof1 in the amount ol s 1.75, abovo th9 CUTent $3.50 level HoweYet. 
,n order for a st.ala's llfeline <XlrlSUfflefS to receivo tho a doriional $1.75 in federal suppoct. 
tho stalo CX>nYnisalon ,rust approvo that redudlon in the portion of the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user. 47 c F.R § 54.403(a). Adcfdional fed«al suppgrt may also be received 
in an amount equal to one-.t\lltf of any support generated from the intrastate )Urisdlcticon, 
up 10 a mamun of S7.00 in foderaJ support. 47 C.F.R § 54.~a) A stale (X)ITlllllssion 
m ust file or roquire the camor to file infom lalion with the 3dmintstratof of the fodeoral 
universal se,vice fund demonstrating that tho ca.rrier's Ufellno plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 C F R.§ 54 401 

By order dat.ed August 28, 1997, tho Commission al.lowed 1nt«est.ed pc<sons and 
ertlbCS to SlJbmit wnllon coinme. Its c:oc ,c:eming how the Conmssion stiould Implement tne 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In their wnllen oommef\Ls, intomst>ed 
persons and cntrtiu commonted on tho following questions 

1 Whether tho Commission should approvo intrastate rate reductions 10 a row 
consumers eligible to, Llfehne support to rcceve the additional S1 . 75 in federal support? 

2 Whether the Commiu ion should set up a state Ufehno Program 10 I\Jnd further 
reduc:tior s in tho in',1astale rate pa,d by the end user? 

3. Whether lhe Comm,ss,on should modify the OJOsting Lifeline or l ink Up 
P,ograms? 

11 Shall tho Commission filo or mqu,re tho carrier to file 1nformat1on wnh tho 
odmtn,sti;1tor of the federal universal service lund demonsltallng that the camel's Llfolinc 
p lan meets tho criteria set fonh in 4 7 C F R § 54 401(d)? 

By order datod Odobcr 16. 1997. the Commission sol public hearings to rccetve 
pubhc comment on lhe questions hsteo above The h~arings wow helo at the rotlow1ng 
umes and places 

Monday, OctoDOf u. 1997, 1 00 p m,. Canyon lake Senior c:,,,.,ens 
Con:or. :>900 CanyOl'I L:ikc Drive, Rapid C11y, SO 
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PIERRE Tuesday, Dat>ber 28, 1997. 1 :30 p .m .. State Capitol Building, Room 
41 2, 500 East Capitol Avenue. Pierre. SO 

SIOUX FALLS Wednesday, Octobe< 29. 1997, 9.00 am . Center for Active 
Generations, 2300 West 46th. Sioux Falls. SO 

At its November 7, 1997. mooting, the Convnission ruled as follows. On the lirst 
issue, lhe Commission auth0r1zed intrastate rate reductions to allow eligible consumers 
to receive the additional $1 .75 In federal support. With respect to the second issue, the 
Comrmssion decided to not sot up a state Lifeline program to flXld further reductions at this 
time On the third issue, the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and c.atricrs that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fuoo a 
S3.50 reduction of local rates to low income rustomors age 60 and over. The Commission 
furtloc--r ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program foHow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Commission ordered that staff, In consultation with the carriers, devolop a ftandard form 
for self~rtdication; that these fonns be sent to all of their QJStomors prior to January 1,. 
1998, and thereafter, to all newOJStomers; and that the carriers mal<D the foons available, 
to any person or entlty upon n,quasl On the fourth issue, the Commission ruled that thet 
carrier be squired to file with the FCC the infonnabon domoostrating that the camcr's plan1 
moots the applicable FCC a iteria and that the carrier Send an Informational copy to tho 
Comm1ss1on. Further. that the carriers Include in their annual rcP0Jt to tho Comm,ss,on 
tho number of subscnbers who receive lifeline and Link Up suppo<t.. 

Based on the wntten comments and evidenai and testimony received at tho 
hearings, the Commission makos the following Find ings of Fact and Conclusions of law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Th:) O.JO'ent Slate Lifeline program 1s referred to as the Telephone A.~s1stancc Plan 
( I AP) Tho ament state llN< Up pr(){,-ram ,s referred to as the Link Up Amenca program. 
n,e Comm1ss1on lmplemenled these programs. in the US WEST oxchanges pursuant to 
,ts Docision and Ord01' dated February 17, 1988, issued in Docket F-3703. lo.!!lo..M<lllfil: 
of !he lovesJ,gation into lmofementatJon of a TE11eQhooe Ass,staoa; Pfao tor South Dakota 
Customers. Eichibit 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers of u S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up Amorica programs ill, at pages 1-2. 

II 

The amount of TAP asS1stonco is $7.00, $3 SO of which ,s federally funded, with the 
rernain,ng S3 50 funded by the local telecommun,cat,ons earner kl at page 3 Although 
U S WEST was originally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program. U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that nght in Docke t F 3647 -8, ~ Mi!l!.eLQL!IJG Public u1,1,11~s 
Comm1ss1on loveshQaJtoo ,oto the Effcds 01 1he 1986 Iax He19.a:n.A.ci on Sou1b PaKolll 
UU!.o!•f)~ Exhibit 5 In ord!!r to receive the TAP ass,stance. a member o f tho household 
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must be SO years Of age or older and participate in either the food stamp 0< the low-income 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

The Link Up America progam provides assistance in an amount equal to one-half 
of the qualifying subsc:ribet's telephone service connedion charges up lo a maximum ol 
S30.00. Id at pago 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance. a customw must be 
receiving o,ther food stamps or low-income energy assistance, musl not presently have 
local lolept,one service and must not have been provided lelephono service at his otr her 
residonco within the proviOU$ three mon'th.s, and must not b"' a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency mtena does not apply to those 60 years of age ex 
older). 1,g. Tho Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds. Jsi. 

IV 

The FCC revised the cunent Lifeline and Link Up programs in CC Oockot No. 96-
45, !n tho Matter Qf fedecal-SJate Joint Board on Uoivecal seooco· adopted May 7, 1997. 
Beginning January 1. 1998, the FCC found that the fedora! baseline Lifeline support will 
,be S3.S0per qualifying I01N-income consumer with an additional $1 .75 in federal SUP,port 
111 the state commission approves a OOtTesponding reductlon in intrastate focal rates. 47 
C .F.ij. § 54.403(a). Additional federal Lifelme suppon in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed $7.00) is also available. Id, 

V 

The FCC lurthor found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to l:i>e a 
raduaion in the telecommur11cations earner's service connec:tlon charges equal to one half 
of the carnet's customer connection ch.arge or $30.00, whichever 1s loss. 47 C.F.R § 
S4.413(b ) 

VI 

Pursuant lo the FCC's rules. if there is no state Lifeline or Link Up program. a 
consumer ,s eligible for support if the consume< participates in one of the following 
programs Medicaid, food stamps; Supplemental Security Income: federal public housing 
assistance; or tho Low- Income lfomo Energy Assistance Program. 47 C.F.R §§ 54.409(b) 
and S4.415(b) In addition, if there is no state Lifeline or link Up program, a customer 
must certify under pooalty of perjury lhat tho OJS!t.lfflef is receiv ing benefits from one or the 
programs listed above and agrees to notify tho carrier if the a,s1omer coascs to part,op.atc 
in such program or programs. 111. 

VII 

The first issue ,s whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate reducuons 
to allow consumers ehg1ble for Lifeline support to reC&1ve tne add111ona1 S 1 75 in federal 
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support The Coomsslon Mds that rt shaU 8lJthonze mtrastate rate roduc1lons to< eligible 
tolecommunleations companies providing local exchange sorvlat to aUow eligiblo 
consumers to receive the additlooal $1.75 in fedenl.1 support. Thus. tt.o total amount of 
federal Suppo,t is $5.25 per oligible a.istomer. 

VIII 

The second issue is whether Che Commission should set up a state Lifeline pn>gram 
to fund furthor rodudions in tho Intrastate rate pald by the end user. Tho CotrmiSStOn 
finds ii WIii not sot up a state Lrfellno piogram to fund further reductions at this time. 

IX 

The third Issue Is whether to modify °' elumnate tho existing Lifeline program or 
Uni< Up prog, ll'lL With rospoa lo tho existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that 
It shall oliminate tho aisUng TAP prog1a111ha1 requlros US WEST and eaniers that have 
purcha"'ed U S WEST oxchangos to fund a $3.50 roduction of local rates to low Income 
OJStom.n ago 60 and CN«. The Commiulon fvrth« finds that tho ScxAh Dakota Lifeline 
and Link Up prog1mns shall follow the FCC rules • .5slA47 U.S.C. §§ 54.40010 54.417. 
The effect of following tho FCC ru!os and not lnstrtwng turtt-. state f\A'lded reductions Is 
that the FCC oligiblllty requirements and self-<:ertifieation requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota urerne and Link Up Pf09I ams. In ad<fruon, Iha Commission Otders that the 
Commission staff. In consultation with tho cam ors, develop o standard fonn for self
cortificatlon. The carriors shall sand thoso forms to each customer prio( to January 1. 
1998 Tho carriers shall abo send a form to e-ach of their n,w customefS. Finally, the 
carriers shall mako the forms available to any person or entity upon request. 

X 

The fourth ll$UO is whothe( the Commission should filO, or Jtl the allemadve. require 
the carriol' to file intormat,on with the fund administrator SIJl 47 C.F.R § 54.'401 (d) Tho 
Commission finds tho carriers shall bo required to file that infOO"' -ltlon demonstrating that 
the can1ef's plan meets ltle apphcable FCC rules and that tho camar send an Informational 
copy 10 th e Commission. The carriers shall also bo required to include In the,r annual 
report l o the Commts.slon the number of subscribers who receive Ufelino and Link Up 
support. 

CONCLUSIONS O F LAW 

The CommiSSIOn has µtSdidlon aver this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-31, 
specifically 49-31 -1.1. 49-31-3. 49 J 1 -7. 49-31-7 1, 4 !>·3 1-11, 49-31 -12 1. 49-31 12 2 and 
12 4. and 47 C F R. §§ 54 400 to 54 417 
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II 

Pursuant to 47 C F.R. § 54.403(a). the Commission aulhonzos intrastate rate 
reductions for ehg1ble torecommumcations companies providing local exchange service 
ro allow eligible consumers to receive tho additional S1 75 In federal suppo11. 

Ill 

Tho Commission declines to ,nstituto a state Llfellno program to fund further 
rcduc:IIOI\S at ttus time. The lllUsting Sou1h Dakota Lifeline e"ld Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC ruros lound at 47 U.S.C §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive, on 
January 1, 1998 lhe Convmssion s1nff. in ex>nsullation with the carriers. shall develop a 
standard form for self-c:oolficatlon The carriers shall send those forms to each cust.omor 
pnor to January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers. Finally. the caniors shall make tho fonns ova1lable to eny person or en tity 
upon request. 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R § 54.401 (d), the Commission finds tho caml!1$ shall !be 
required to file that W ormatlon demonstrating that the c:anie(s plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the carrier send an I lfotmafional cx,py to !ho Commission Tho earners 
shall also be required to inc:lude in their annual report to tho Convnission the runber ef 
subscribers who receivo Lifehno and Link Up support 

II 1s therefore 

ORDERED. tnat tne Commission authonz.es intrastato rate rOdua,ons for el1g1b lc 
1elec:ommu,ucatlons c:ompan1os prov1d1ng loc.il exc:hango service lo allow ehg ib fc 
consumers to roc.e1ve tho additional $1 75 in federal support; and 1t 1s 

FURTHER ORDFREO, thal the Convn1ss1on will not set up a slate Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions at this t1mo: and rt 1s 

FURrHER OROCREO. that the Corr.mission shall orim1nato tho e:,usting lAP 
p1og1am .. that the South Dal<ota Lifohno and link Up programs follow the f'CC rules. that 
lhe Commission staff. an consultation with the c:arriors. develop a stanchud form IOI' solf
cert1f1c:ahon, that tne carriers shall send these lorms to all of their c:ustomors pnor 10 
January 1. 1998. lhat tho carriers shall also send o form to ~ ch or their new c:ustomors. 
and that tho c:amers make l.hO forms available to :iny person Ot entity upon requ6St, ond 
1l 1S 
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FURTHER ORDERED, that tho catn8f shall tile with the FCC the infommtK>n 
demons1rntrng that tho carriors plan meets the apphcable FCC rules and that the camer 
send an informatJonal copy to the Commission. The carriots shall also lndudo in their 
arniaJ report to tho Colmitss,on the nU't'lber of subsatbers vmo receive Lifeline and Link 
Up support. 

Da' ,d al P1e«c, SOUlh Dnkota. this lfdday of Novemt>or. 1997. 

n.. w ._ a 1 ,-., ow-.. hlll .. 
____ ....., ___ _ -----..-..... --
• •• .., - ., .., ... - ......... p,-1, --;m;;,.----
BY, ~(/cfr!~ 
o.o._ JI/ 1197 

I 




