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SPLITROCK TELECOM 
COOPERATIVE, INC. FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN E_LIGIBLE 
TE_LECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

Public Utilities Commiuion or the St.ate of South Dakota 
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TC97-102 

Splirrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. 
Po eo, 3C9 • Gnnt115(if>. so 51030 

GOY.;9',,;M 11 • 605/582•6311 • Fe• 605/59(-Q76 

Mr . William Bullard, Jr. 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 -5070 

Dear Kr . Bullard. 

June 18, 1997 

RECEIVED 

JUN I • ;997 
SOUTH O,u·o 
UTll lflfS . fl. '• 1-

. CC... , I ' . " • • JN 

Please find enclosed an original ond Len copies each of t wo 
filings for designation as ·eligible telecommunications carrier· 
One filing is for Splitrock Telecom Cooperative. tnc . and the 
other is for Splitrock Properties. Inc. 

If you have any questions or concerns on either request. please 
do not hesitate t o call. 

Encls. 
OS/kf 

Manager 



Soul h O;ikou TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS Publ ic Utilit ies Conunu,ion 

Smc C apitol 500 E. C ~pi1ol 
n.-... . . \ht t, 1tc,Otm"WJnk,Mk>nl -. fllin9• O\M IM' Com,'U1'NW\ I\U 1.C..Wtd fOf the p.oOd of~ 

Pierre, SD S7$01-'\070 06/13/ 97 through 06/ 19/ 97 
Phonr: (800) 33:?-1782 

F.u: MiS) 773-3809 
If you MNt • compM'I• copy of • Ntng fu ed. ovt'f"'9hl , apre._.ect. o, n..U.0 1·0 ,ou. p,tr u e c~IC'I ~ t<olbo Within fivt' cuy, of It.ta NioO 

DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INTERVENTION 
NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97-076 
Applicallon by Journey Telecom lntornalk>nal. Inc for 1, Col1lfic:ato ot Authority to operate as a tell!<:Ommul\lCaDOr.s compa.ny 06t13197 07/07197 
v,ilhin the slala ol South Oak--tn IS1an TS/TZl 

ApptocabOn by Calla for Lo» Inc Clibla Cll tor a Cenillca:o ot Au11101,ty to operate u a telecommullfcabons companywrthln 

TC97-091 
the stale of South Oa~ota (StaM TS/fl) Applic.ant uel<a author11y to 011111ne10 and ttrminoUI ·111u11slnie. 1n!tai.A TA a nd 06117197 07/07197 
lnterlATA calls ol bU!llnHs ilnd 1Midontial C\mtomitrs to OPOr11to os n Tr:;vot and Debit (Prcpald Catmg) Card reseU"r and 
to orov,de COCOT.K:OPT seMCe • 

Appkallon by Cry$Ull Communlc11oons. Inc for a Cerllftcato of Authonty to ope1a1e as a teltCl)mmunJcallons company Within 

TC97-10l 
lhe s1a1e or South Dakota (Stall TS/TZ) Applant sooks authonty to provide local telecommunlcaoons seiw:es and 06/19197 07/01197 
fntorexeharige te~munocoll00$ seMCeS The AJ)pJCanl will not offer any local lelecommurucalions servlus Within o Rural 
Tcl~nhone Comoanv seMCe &rea Without seak•"" senarale Comm~n author"" 

Appllcaoon bl' Oiklt,elco, Inc f0< a Certllcnlll of Aulhonly IO op&rate as a 1eiecommu1"11Coti0n5 company w,th,n Ill• state of South 
Oa~ota (Stall 11'S/TZ) Appl,cllnt ·111ton<h to wbSCrlbe 10 and resell all forms of lnter-eichonge and ootra-ecchango 

~c91.,o, teloeomrnuniraDOns SCMCOS II the state ol South Oalmla, lnducling local dlal tone seMCos Mussoge Telophone Serv,eo VI/Ide 06/19197 07/0UJ7 
Alea Telephor\o Ser.Ice WATS-like ser,,ces, fo,e,gn ei ehange seMCe, pnvatu hnos Cle knes access selll\ce. tellular seMce. 
lotill sw,tched so~ and other serv,ces and faabtlH ol communleations common earners and othe en~ws • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

lnCJaSUIIO Telephone Company, tnc pur,iuant 10 , 1 tJ SC 214(e) and 47 CFR S-4 201 h11oby seeks de$JOnabon u an ehc•bte 
1elecommun1catlo,ns cu11uu W!Ulln the local eceh·ange are&s that consbtute its se - area In South Oakot.1 lntra1tat11 
Telep~one Compony e11110 li!Ciltoos-based local o~cllange earner pcesenUy PfOVldtng local tt\chango telecommur\/Clll!Ons 

TC97.077 seMCeS r, tt,e lollowwig ~>Changes II Sou1ll Oa!(ota Bmdkty (7a.t). Ca50ewood (793). Clark tS32) FJo,enc:e (7S&). Hayti (783), oo,t 3,'9'/ 07/07197 
Lake No,den (7SS) Waubay (9'7) Web$ler (345). WIiiow La~o (625) ancl Bryant (6.28) tn1res1a1~ Telephone Company to 
tts knowlodgo. rs Ilk) or,Jv cn111or today J)f"""1tno fOClll 01ch~11oe tolt'communrc:abOns s.er.,cn '"th¥ above tdcnUfil'd Hchl!nga 
areas tStalf HBJl<CI 
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tnteMate T~ Coopor.iivo. Inc pursu1n1 lo '7 USC 21 ' (e) ond 4 7 CFR ~ 201 lloreby set ,sdes,gnabOn 
o, an ol,g,ble 1olacommunk:a1Jons earner w,thon tho local c, chnngo ureas 1h01 conso1u10 ns H'VICO oreo rn South Dakota 
lnte<State TelecommunleatJons Coope,aove ,s lhe law,Ues-b.aso<S local e1ehango earner ptesently PfOVld,ng lo<al @xchange 

TC97-0711 
1etecommuNC<1bons sorv,ces 1n tho lolloww>g o.cllanges ,n South Dakota Gooci-i (79S). Clear Lakt (e74) Gary (272) 

061131117 07/07197 
Eltolllno (873), Bralldl (876), A!ltOfra (832). Toronto (794) Wcsl Hcndrieks (470) Ellklon (S' 2), While (629) Brook,~ Rural 
(693) s.nai (1126) NundaJRuUand (596) Wentwort/1 <• 93) and Chester (4119) ln1en11te Tolecommunocabons Cooperaove 
10 tts knowledge ,s the only UIIH!f IOday PfoVld,ng local e, cnange tetec:ommun,cabons se,v,ces ,n :he above idenulled 
e~channe orens CSl811 HBIKCI 

W~ RM!, Cooperam Telephone Com~ ny r,ursu.,n110 , 1 USC 21'(e) and '7 !:FR S4 201 hereby see~s designation as 
" " ci,g,blo lolecommunieooons corner wrthln 11111 loc::ul e• chango area~ m~1 con,11tute tlS HMet, area ,n Soutn Oako1a wesi 

TC07 oan RNer Telephone III Che !~based local e.chango earner presenUy 1>10Vldlng focal e•change terecommunieabons seMCn 06 16/97 07W'97 
.., Ille lolbMng e•Cl'llnges Blllofl (2.U) eunalo (375) CampCtook (60S 7117) and (' 06 972) 1.ludaN (7118) and Sorum (966) 
WOil RM11 Torepnone, to IIS knowilldge, a 11141 only ca rrier tOday 1>10llldmg local e, cn1nge tefecommun>CllbOns urv,ces in the 
above idtnOfre<I 0 1Ch81V18 a1eu IStAft HBIKCl 

Statelne Telocommuntc:atrons Inc pur,unnt to , 1 USC 21, 111 and , 1 CFR S4 201 hereby set>.t des,gnnon Han e1'g,b!o 
tefQcommunlr.a1Jon1, carrter wrtnln tho IOClll e)chonge nreas Itri! consbtula rts serw:e aroa in South Dakota StaroUne is the 

TC97 0111 tacrlJun -based local ••wngo QITIOr p,mntly l)IOVIO,og '°'" I e,~h~nv• 1efM:Ommurucabon1 seMCes .., the 1011owtng 06116'97 07.071117 
e, cllaf1Q11$ Newel (456), NISiand (257) and Lemmon (60S 37• ) and (701 376) Stateline. to Its knowtlldgo ,s the only u111er 
today ou>vid1no loca l o, channe tufecommun,ullOns S6MCH in the above lllenotled e, chnnno areas (Slall HBll<C~ 

Accent Commun,callOr,s Inc 1,1Uriuan1 to • 7 USC 21'te) ano 47 CFR ~ 201 i>e,eby seeb designabOn as an 111,g<l>le 
ielecomrnurueaoons earner Within the local eachungo orons thot conslltulo rt.s seMC" M ee AcceM iS tne foctf11J11s.-base<1 

'ii:97 083 e1ct,1nge n•M• presently provld,ng local e, cnange teh•commun<atJons HMC.S in Ille lollow,ng eachar,gcs Br~ (492) 06 11:97 o: 07.'97 
Dol1&nd (1135) Fredenck (32.IIJ Hect1 (119' ) Noru1 H eda (701 -992) and l,lelteno (1187) Ac:cenl 10 rts knowledge ,stile onty 
ca,ner lodlY 1>10\/ldinn local eachafl!le lefocommunk::abons seMCe51n the 11bovo 111enbned e1en1nne areas !Staff HBICHI 

J.mes vaneyCooperaove Telepnone Company pursuant to '7 USC 21'(e) and , 7 CFR !,4 201 hereby ue~.s des,gnabOn 
ns an ehg,ore tolec:ommuniCabOns earner Within me local o.chAnge areas that consbtule its seMCe Jrc,a 1n South Oa1to1a 
JJmet Valley Cooporawe Telep/lone Company IS the lacillllei based , , change earner p,esenUy PIOYld•ng locol e, ch3ng~ 

TC9. 0114 t~.-ca!ICM>S seMCeS on Ille following eachanget ,n So\1111 Dal OUI An<lover (798) Cl.;1emon1 (211• ) Columbo.> (3115) 06 17.97 01~;,,g7 
Conde (3112) Ferooy (395) GrOIOn (397) HOIJllhton \885) a11d Tunon (OP7) James Valley Cool)@ra!l'lo Tcrepnone Company 
10 ti$ 1.ttow!ed:,o. is tho only C3rrier tOday 1>1ollldrno local e 1cha1111e cetec:ornmu~bon~ UMCus in tllt' aboVI' ll.fc,nt1f1f'<l 
e , enanne areas (SUH HBICHI 

Heartland CommunlcabOns Inc r,ursuanl to , 1 USC 21'(e) and 47 CFR s, 201 hereby seeks designalJon a, an et,glUlll 
t~lecommu(U(_abOns c.auw,r wtlh,n the loc;af 11, tllange areas t111t coMl>lute 11$ seMCt area WI South Dllltola Heartl~nd 

TC97 Ob!> Commuroc:a110nS • tile lt~birsoo IOCal o, tllange earner presently prollld,ng locar e, enange 1er11comm11n,cab0n• 1,.,rw:e• 00117 97 07'!)7~7 
111 1he IOIIOWing • •Changes III Soulh Dakota Pfane/Ge<ltles (337) Hea11land CommuniCal>Oot to R$ l now1edge I• 1he only 
ea,_ tod"" o,(Md.nn toc:at e•tha""'ft t•l11<ommun,cat,on~ •nnatM ,n U111 abo,,. rd~r,,:r,..., ll•thalVI" "'"~' !Stott ht! CH1 
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Midslato Telephone Company, Inc. pu1S11an1 to 47 U.S.C. 2t4(e) end 47 CFR S4.20t l!lereby seeks dHlgnation a• an eUglble 
telecommunicalioos carrier~ lhe local~ areas Iha! Cl>nSIIMe b &eMce a, eao 111 South Dakota. r.tc!Jlate Telephone 
Company is tht ~ IOClll Hchango carrier p1esondy p10'olidJno local eachartge telecommunlcatlol)S services tn the 

TC97.086 follo,o,ing exchanges lo South Dak®t Academy (726). Oolmoot (779) , Ft. ThompsolJ (245), Gann Valley (293) , Kimball (778). 06117197 01/01191 
Now Holland (243), Pukwana (894), Stickney (732) and Whit.a Lake (249). Midstate Telephone Company, to Its know1edga, 
1111\e only came, today p,owtlng local udlange tefecommunkatlons saMee1J In the above ldentifiod exchange are as (Stall 
HB!CH) 

Balbc Telecom Cooperative Pl)111uant ro '7 u.s.c. 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S4.201 hereby snits d11S1gnat1on as an ,;llg<l>!e 
lefec:ommunlca!IOnS can\ef ""'1llir1 lhe local erehange areas Iha! constitute tCI serw:e area, Baltic Telecom Cooperallve 11111a 

TC97-097 lacilldes-based locati e11:hange carrier pcesenlly f)follldmg local ewchango lelecommullieaiions seNices In Iha tollowlng 06t17197 07/07197 
orcha.nges Baltic (529) and Crooks (S43). Baltic Te.lecom Cooperative, to l!s knowledge, is the only carrier today p,owling 
local etcllanne tofecommunlcations serw:es In the abovt ldantrfied oteha""" areas IStaff HBIKC> 

Ea,r Plains Telecom. Inc pursuanl lo '7 U.S C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S4.20 1 hereby seek$ dtsignabOn as no 1tbgible 
lelecommunrcabons c:arMr Wl!hul the local er ehango areas lhal constllute Its seMCe area East Plall'II Telecom. Im; is lhe 

TC97·008 fa"lltin•bue<I local 11cnange carnor pitHfl!ly prov'!llno 1-1 enhani;o 1elecommunleabons sorkH on the follow,og 06117197 01/07191 
ei ctlallges A1¢es1e1 ('934), Hudson (984) , and East HUdSOn (712·9ll2). Ea.~ Pluls Telecom, Inc , to i1S llllowledge, 1$ !he onlf 
carrier todav • . local ercha""e telecommunlcabons selllicftl ill tho above ldenbftod ei c:ha""e areas 1Stafl. HBll<CI 

Wostern Telephone <Company pursuanl 10 47 U ,S.C . 2t4(o) and 47 CFR S4.201 hereby seeks designa1ion as on e-llg.t>le 
telecommunlca!lont camoc v.cl*l t!>e local exd\tlnge areas that consllMe b ser,ioe area in South Dakota Western Telephone 

TC97-089 is Iha lac:ila,es.bllsed local exchange carrier p,eaenUy f)fCMdlng focal exchange Utlecommunlcalions seMC:as III tho l0Uow1ng 06/17197 07/07197 
0'1Chang05 Cresbard (32• ). Faulkton (598) anti Orient (392). Western Telephone. to Its krlow!edg,i, ,s lhe only earner today 
ProVld,nn local erehanne tolecommunieabons seMCils in tho above ldenbfied nchal1<lu areas (Staff HBll<C:1 

Slocl<holm-Sttandbur,o Telephone Company pursuant lo • 1 U.S.C 21• (11) and 47 CFR s, .201 hereby seek$ des,gnsllOn as 
an ehgoble lolecommumcatJOns carroor Within ine local .xehange areas I/lat cons11rute <ts service orea on South 0.akota 

TC97-090 
Sloekholm 11 !1\11 faciltaes.baSltd I0<:31 en:hango earner presently providing loc11I e• chaf>!l • tetocommunlcabo!ts serw:es sn ine 06117197 07/07197 
IOll°"'1ng exehanges in South Dakota. Slockholm-strandburg (676, Rev,llo (623) ana South Shore (756) Stockholm. lo ~ 
knowledge, is 1h11 only c;.arner loday provkl,ng local exchange telecommunlcallOns ser\/lces in the above ldenufied erchange 
areas IS1ali HBIKCI -
Kennebec Tefophone Co pursuant to ,7 U.S.C 2'1, (e) and 47 CFR 54 201 herob'( seeks tt,njgnaDOn as an .. t,gible 
leleeommunical!ons carrier Within tho local exchange areas lhal cons:111ute tts aer,ic;e aroa In Souin Dakota Kerinaooc 

TC97-092 Telephone Co ti tho raatrous-based local e~change earner prosonUy prUVldong locel aichange 1elocommunlca1>uns s&Nices 06/18197 07/07197 
., lhO ·. ~ eld\Mg8$ KeMeboc (869) ond Presho (895) Kennebec TelepllOno Co toils knowledge, IS lho only e~rner 
todav orovld;..,, local ~ channe telecommunlcabons sorw.es in the above 1<1enD1'lod oxchanne areas !Staff HBICHl 

Jellerson Tolephono Co., Inc Pl)rsuanl to 47 USC. 21 • (o) and CT CFR 54 201 hereby seeks deslgn11110n as on et,g,bte 
1elecommunieab0ns c;.arner within lhe local exchange araas lhal eonstmJto 115 aeMCo area in South Dakotll Jelferson 

TC97,093 Telephone Co , Inc Is the tacilrlies.based local er.hange carrier p,esendy p10Vidong local t!ltchanga 1elecommu~11Cns 06t18/97 07107/97 
serkes in Iha lollo\wlg oxc:nange Jol1erson (966) . Jelforson Tolephona Co .• f~f.' • to its knowledge, Is the only carrier today 
ntovldi- l<>cal ercha-e tolocommunlc:ations seNices in lho nbovt1 ldenbfied excha""'e areas rsraff HBICHI 
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Sully BUIies Telephone Coope111we Inc pursuant lo 47 USC 21-'(•) and 47 CFR S4 201 nereoy see,, d~nnon as nn 
et,g,ble 1otecommuncati0ns earner W!IMI 1h41 lcx:al ercti,ng11ren lhal con111M11111 seMCe 1rt1 Sully tlunes Telepnone ~ 
1he tacllitJes-basod local exchange earner piosonUy piovkling local er chango lelecommunieatiOns ser;,ces ,n lhe lollo....\"U 

TC97.09c eu:nanges West OnlcA (2&&). HWICOCk (2M), Set\eca (436). Tolstoy (,&42), Onaka (4c7) Wts~ton (4S8) Langford (493) 0611997 01101191 
Rosholl (S37), Tulare (S96). Hghmole (8S2). Harrold {575), Ree Heights (943). Hoven (948) , Blunt (962) and East Onoda (973) 
Sully BtJttes Telephone, 10 b knowlodge, tS Ille only earner loday p10\lld,ng local eichmng~ telecommu111ea110ns seMCes on lht 
abovo ldanot,ed er channe areas 1Stat1 HBICHi 

Venture Communic:abOns. Inc puBuant to 47 USC 21 4(e) Incl 47 CFR S4 201 htrtby seekS d~nabOn liS an ehg,ble 
tftlecommunlea110ns earner W!lhtn 1he local ei change areas that cons111ute rts Hl'llee ~,ea Venture CommunocflllOns s tile 
tu cihUos,based local' exchange c,uner l)fesenUy piolllding local or cllango lelecornmunicauons sorv,c;os in the rollowo.ng 

TC97-09S • ~cnangn OnlCla {2S3) BOW!lle (28S) Roscoe (287), Pierpont (32S), Bnnon (4A8) Bnnon ND (701 -443) R~n (4!6) 
W-,gton Sprw,gt (539) Selby (649). Gettysburg (76S) and Lebanon (768) Venture Communoc:abOns to tlS knowtedge IS 

06119 97 0707~7 

Ille only earner today piollld,ng local er change telecommunlcl11ions seMCes 1n tne above idenbfied eccnange area. (Stan 
HBICH) 

SJ;NCOt.4 Inc l)Ul'Mllnt to 47 USC 21 4(•) •nd 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seekS 11es;;na110n as an tllg,blt ttlecommunoc:;allans 
ca,r1e1 wehln tho local exchango aroas 1na1 conslllute ,u ae~ area ,n Sou11, Dakota SANCOIA IS tno laall!U!1-ba1ea local 

TC97-096 etehange c::amer presenltf pr1Mdw1g local etchange telecommunlCIIIOns stl'lleH III the tollowlng eacnanges III Solllh 011(01, 06119'97 07,07/97 
1/Jo/lu,y (883). Pall<Slon (928) and Tnpp (935) SANCOM to ,ts lrnowledge a the only c:,uner today pro~ local 111change 
lelecommunlcaoons sceMCe1 In the lbo'le ldenbflecl uchanne araH lStall HBICHl 

SanbOrn Telephone Coopera1111e pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby Hell designabOn as ~n eltg,bla 
ttlecommuniCIIIOnS carrier ...UW.. lht local .. change 11ns that consllllllt Ill stMCe a,ea III Soutn Oa~OUI Sanboln 

TC97.097 
T elepl!One • tne taCIMles-bMed local erchange earner presently 1>1ollld1110 local e<ci11nge lelecommunoc:abOns HMC:e 11 tne 06!19,97 0107197 
following eichangos In S0u1l1 Dakota Ethan (227), Mt Vernon (236) , Lolcher (2• 8) Fore,tbOrg (49SI Arto!l<an (527) 
Woon,oc!,et (7911) ond Alpena (849) Sanboln Telephone 10 rts knowledge Ill the only ntner lodlfy o,OWl,ng IOc:111 e, thange 
telecommunicabOns WMCH In the ab<Mt klenb!led eachann• areas (Stall HBICHl 

BoroslOfO Mu,-:,pal Tehtpllone Co puBUant to 47 USC 21 4(e) ancl 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seot.s dus,gmiuon as nn 111.igil)I~ 
telecommun,cauons carrktl Wllhin 11,e ~I e,cnange arus thal con1111U1e ilS seMCe area III SDuth Da~ota Bernfo,o fet 

TC97-098 tS the t.ia6'.es-butd local ecchange earner p<OMntly p,Oll'dlng local e,change telecommunocallC>M ser,cn III tnc, lollo-,,,og 06 1997 07 07197 
e,chango Ber9'1ord (763) Bere,10111 hi 10 rts know1edgD 111 th~ only c,.rr,er today pio,ndrng 10<.ll ~, , nal'lije 
telecommunleatJOns seMCes ,n rhe above idenb~e<I e1channe ar,•u ISIJIH HB,1<Cl 

Rol>Ms County Telephone CooperaM A$50cul0<• ~ 10 • 7 USC 214(e) •nd 47 CFR SA 201 hereby,...,,, dnaQnAtiOn 
as an ehg1bta telKommunic:aoons earner IMlhtn 111• I, nr ,c11ange areas Illa! c:011,titut~ 11$ seMCe arH Ro1>et1s Counry 

TC97-099 
Telephone CooperwllVe AsM>Ciation ,s the flciMles-bl •lld local ucnango c:a111e1 presently prov,ding local o•chunge 
IAlwicommut-=allons ICt<\'ICtS ,n N tollo,,w,g <'Jthanges Nc.r'! Ne,,., Elfing1.on ND (701 6l4) New Effington (637) .. nc1 Cla,,o 

O& 199• 07/071117 

Crty {6S2) Robens Counry Telephooe Coope,,.tr,,e Auoailtx>n torts >J\OWledge IS the only carr~, today p,Ov!tl<ng local 
i,, cha""~ t"l11eommunlc:otl01111 ~""""" 111 lhl! ~bovll rden~ffftd @1c11•nno arttn1 !Stan HBl!(r1 

PAGE 4 0F6 



RC Communlclllions. lno pursu1nl lo , 1 U .S C . 2 14{e) and "7 CFR S4 201 horeby seellS designation as an el igible 
1111-nmunlcOtions aimer WIOin the local <1rthlnge areas Iha! consllMe a service area RC Communlcabons is the lao.lillo$· 

TC117-100 
baaed IOCJ1.I u chanoe carrier ptesenlly p,o\lidlng 1-1 • ~ch.lngo !elocommu'llclllion,s serw.es in the lollCJWI09 exchanges 
North Veblen, NO (701~ 3-4) , VYllmot (9311), Peever (932), Veblen (738) and Swnmll (398) RC Communlcal>Ons, to its 
knowledge, Is the only e11rrler today p,ovldJOO local exchange telecommunlcalions serviCM In tho aM e ldenbftl!d exchange 

06/19197 07/07197 

areas ISlalf HM<Cl 

Splltrock Prope/1io:I, Inc pursuant 10 , 1 USC 2 1'(e) and , 1 CFR S4.201 here by seeks deslgnalion as an eligible 
1tlecommunlcalions carrier wrthm the local er change 1re11 that CC'1SIIIU1e "5 seNlce area In South Dakota. Splllrock 

TC97· 101 
Proper11e$ In<: is tho fac,IIM$,basea local erch1ng1 c:11rner p,euntty piowllng loc11f nchange telecommunlcelions serAces 06!19197 07107'97 
Jn the f~ erehangcs III South O•~ola Howard/Can/\age {712) alld Oldham/Remona (' 82) Spltt!ock Propc,rbes, Inc , 
10 11$ knowtt!dge, is the only came, w·1.av providing tocal etchang, lolecommulllCltl>Ons services In lhe above c1enufie<1 
e1charv1e areas ,S1alf. H811<C\ 

S'*10Ck. Telecom~- JM, Inc putl4Jllnl IO ,H US C 21, (1) and , 7 CFR s, 201 hereby seellS des,gnalion os an el,gtble 
1olecommunlca1>0ns ca11ter Within the local u cha~e areas thal conllltule its S&MCe erea Splilrock Telecom Cooperawe, 

Tcn-102 
Inc ,s lho f1~s,based lccal exchillOO carrier prtttrnly prtwl(!,'flO local tidlor.~, lllecommunlcabons ulllieas III tne 
foltoWlng u cnanges Brandon (5112) nnd Ga1111ts0n (605-59') and (!;07-597) Splitrock Telecom Cooperauve. Im; .• to 11s 
knowledge, ls the only earner lodav provrd,ng loe:al e:rchange 1elee-0mmuoocaoons sorv,ces on I/le above !do.nl!f!ed e• charige 

06/19197 07I07/fl7 

areas. fStoH. HBIKCI 

Tri-County Telecom. Inc !)Ursuonl 10 47 USC 2 " <•> and 47 CF~ 5' 201 11e1cby seen designallOn ns an ellg,blc 
1elccommunlea1>0ns corner w,u,,n lho local o•change areas !hat consllt\lto its seMOe area 111 South Dakota Tn-Counly 

TC97-10S 
Telecom Inc Is 1110 fao1111-basoc1 IOC81 o•change earner prt!Hntly provrdrog local u change tolecommunlcaoons services 
;n tho lollOW1ng e.changes in Soulh Oa~o~ Cloy,on (&2S) and Emery {4'3) Tri-County Telecom, Inc., lo Its knowledge Is 
Ille only carrier today p,ovrding locnl oi wnngo 101eccmmun1cauons JGrvices In lhe at>ove 1C1en11fied er ehango ar eai. (Stalf 

06/19197 07/07197 

HBICHI 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

US WEST Communicall0n1. Inc r~od lor &p!)loval b'/1 tllo Comm11510n lilt Type 1 Paging Aoreement btltwcen KJAM Mobile 

TC97,079 

Paging alld US WEST "This ~reement w-.n reached lhtough YOlunlary n.igobabOnS wMoul resort lo medlat>on or atblual>On 
and 1, submitted for approval pursuant 10 Section 252(e) of lhe Communications Acl of 19l4, as amended by lhe 
T elecommunicatrons Aci of 1996 KJAM Mobile P\llling alld U S WEST turlhor request thal Ille Commission apprOVil lhis 
AQreemen1 wtlhoul a heanng and wrthoul allowing lhe ln:ervenuon of otr,•• pa- Because lhi$ AQreemonl was roached 
!ivougn YOluntaiy negc>OallOnS. l doos not raise Issues r equmog a hearing and does not concern other penie, nol a par! ol lhe 

06/16197 07/07197 

nnoouauons EJDNimous ar,oroval would rwlher the "''blic lnlerH1 • 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST Coroolurwcal>Ong ftlo<J 111rilf sheets lhal remove references 10 exchanges lh"al have been sold by U S WEST The 
TC97-0tl2 sale was eflec11Ve June 1. 1997 In oddlt)()n, tl1JS filing includes some lut c.hanges alld clean,up •ems US WEST ht1s 08/17/97 NA 

r""uested an oHecwe date of June I 1997 tor this Ill""' ts111H OJIC"' 
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So«tk,V~ 
Public Utilities Conission 

October 1, 1997 

Mr Rtehard 0 . Coit 
Executive Director 
sooc 
P 0 . 6oJI 57 
Pierre. SO 57501 

RE Eligible TeJecommunications Carrier appl1e11bon, TC97- 102 
Splitrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. 

Dear Mr Coll 

The above•referenc:ed appllC41tOn has been nwiowed by the staff of the Pubbc Ulilrties 
Commissk>n The following add~I information ,s needed in Olde< for the Commlssion to 
cor,soder !his appl,catlon 

1 Pur,uanl to 47 CF R. 54 101(11(4), single-party se,v;c;e or ils futldlonal equivalenl must 
be made available by an Eligible Telecommunications Canler (£TC) to receive~ 
sel'VICe suppon mechllllSl1\S Does the abovtHefeteneed oompany have tills se,vice? 

2 Pursuant 10 47 CF R 54 405 and 54 411, Ldehne and Link Up serw:es must be made 
avadable by an ETC to qua~'fying low-income COMUmers. Does the lf)Plieant cc:,mpany, as 
referenced above. ma){e these seiw:es available to qualrf),nv consumefS? 

3 Please provide a verificalt0n by an authonzed off"JCer, u.ndet oath. to the CommiH <On 11'1 
wt1ic:h lhe appl,cant rep,esencs to Ille Convn!sslon lhal the facts stated In the Request for ETC 
DH111nauon and Iha respoose to data request nos. 1 and 2. at>ove, are lnJthful 

Please respond by October 14, 1997. Upon receipt of 1h11 ,nfonnalion. i1 w,R be evaluated by 
s11ff and the matter w,rt be scheduled for consJd¥a1t0n by the CO<nm.UlOII. Thank you for 
your a11en1,on to this matter. 

Pl.EASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC OE.SIGN.A. TION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCA TEO IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Sij'rely, 

Ji r } l ,rf ., /l~ 
Karen Cremer 
Staff Allorney 

cc Harian Best 

! • 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

I 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
I 

FORT RANDAU TELEPHO.NE COMPANY ) 
) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

TC97--068 

TC97--069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-0n 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

JAMES VAl.lEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, IMC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

.. . 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

• I 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCfATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) 
) 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 
) 

TRI.COUNTY TEL.ECOM, INC. ) 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

BRJOGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

3 

) 
) 

TC97-097 

TC97-098 

TC97-099 

TC97-100 

TC97-101 

TC97•105 

TC97-108 

TC97-113 

TC97-114 

TC97-115 

TC97-117 

TC97-121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DIBIA ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DIB/A ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RIVER 
COOPERATIVE 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakota Pubhc U1tht1es CommiSSIOll (Comm,SSIOO) received requests from 
the above captioned telecornmun,cations companies requesung des,gnauon as eligible 
telecommun,cahons carne<s 

The Comm1ss.on elec:Uonically transmitted no11ce o t t.he filings and the 1ntervenhon 
deadlines to interested 1nd1v1dua1s and entitles On June 27, 1997, the Convn1ss100 
received a Petr :in to Intervene from Dakota Telec:on'vTUiteallonS Systems. Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (DTI) w,th reference to Foo Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15 1997, at rts regularly scheduled meeting. the Commission granted 
intervention to DTS and DTI ,n Docket TC97-075 No other Pet,tions to Intervene were 
rited 

The Comm,ss,on has ,unsdldion over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31 , 1nclud1ng 1·26-18 1·26-19, 49-31·3. 49-31-7 49.31 .7 1 49.31 . 11 . and 47 
USC § 214(e)(1) through (5) 

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows ( 1) whether the above capttonoo 
telecommun1cat1ons companies Should be granted des1gna11on as ehg1ble 
telecommv-ucations earners and (2) what serv,ce areas shall be established by the 
Comm1ss1on 



A ht ... m,v shall be held at 1 30 PM . on Wednesday. November 19, 1997, 1n Room 
412. State Caprtol, Pierre, Sowth Dakota ll shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1 ·26 All parties have the right 10 be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These rights and other due process nghts shall be forfeited 
If not exerosed at the heanng tf you or your representative fail to appear at the bme anct 
place set for the hearing. the Final Deos1on will be based solely on the 1es11mony and 
evidence provided, 1! any. dunng the heanng or a Final Doos1on may be issued by default 
pursuant 10 SDCL 1·26·20 Aller the hearing the Comm1ss1on will consider all evidence 
and testJmOny that was presented at the heanng The Commis'llOll will then enter F1nd1ngs 
of Fad, CoodUSIOllS of Law. and a Final Decision regarding u, . matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Comm1ss1on may either grant or deny the reqws1 from any of the above 
captioned telecommumcat1ons companies requeshng des1gna11on as an e ligible 
telecommun1catrons carrie<, and the Comm1ss1on shall establish service areas for e ligible 
telecommunicatrons earners The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Circurt Court and the state Supreme Court as provide by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the 11me and place speof1ed above on 
the ,ssues of whether the above captioned telecommun1ca11ons companies should be 
granted des19nat1on as elig ib le lelecommumcatrons earners, and the Comm,ss,on shall 
establish service areas for ehg,ble telecommumcatrons earners 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab1li11es Act lhrs hearing 1s tle1ng held 1n a 
physically accessible locatron Please contact the Pubhc Ul1h11es Commission at 1-800-
332·1782 at least 48 hours pnor to the heanng 1f you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota this 

CERTIFICA Tf Of URVIC€ 

ri 'J day ct. November. 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss,oners Bur-g Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD. JR 
Executive Daredor 
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12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

-------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 

VALLEY CA8LF & SATELLJTE 
COMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOC IATES , I NC. 

S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

l hTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE. INC. 

I NTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 STATELI NE TELECOMM UNICATTONS , INC. 

20 ACCENT rO MM UNI CATlONS. I NC. 

21 JAMES VALLEY COO PERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

22 

23 

2 S 

HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATI ONS . I NC 

Ml DSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC . 

BALTI C TELECOM COO PERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM INC. 

RECEIVED 
) 

l DEC O 2 1997 
) 

~OUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
)UTILITIE.S COMM ISSION 
) 
) TC97·06 i 
) 

) TC97 -0 69 
) 

) 

I TC9 7-070 
l 
) 
l TC97 -0 71 
I 
l 
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l 
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I 
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l 
J T"' 97 - 077 
J 
l 
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) 
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l TC97·080 
J 
i 
l TC97 - 081 
l 
l TC97 - 083 
) 
) TC9 7 •08•, 
) 

J 
I TC97-085 
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l 
l TC97·0 87 
) 
I TC97-088 
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2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COM PANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO . , INC. 

S JEfFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COO PERATIVE , 
INC. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l 1 

VENTURE COMM UNI CATIONS, INC. 

S ANCOM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNIClPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOC IATION 

13 RC COHHUNI CATI ONS, INC. 

1 4 SPLITROCK PROPERT I ES, I NC. 

15 SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE , I NC. 

16 TRI -COUNTY TELECOM, INC 

17 FAITH MU~I CIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR I NDEPENDENT TE LEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 
BR I DGEWATER CAN ISTOTA I NDEPENDENT 

20 TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

21 ONION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

22 MCCOOK COOP£RA7:VE 7E LEPHONE 
COMPANY 

23 

2 4 
KA DOKA TE LEPHONE COMPANY 

BROOKl NGS MUN! CIVAL TELEPHONE 
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) TC97 ·089 
I 
I TC9 7·090 
I 
I 
I TC97•092 
I 
l TC97-09 3 
I 
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) 
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l 
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I 
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I 
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) 

I 
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) 
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I 
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) 
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) 
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) 
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I 
) 
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I 
I Tc9·1 117 
) 

I 
I TC<l7 :?1 
l 
I TCO"l 125 
I 

2 

I TC 9 7 ,_l~ ~- O"------' 



1 HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON COMMUNICATIONS I NC . , D/B/~ 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELECOMM UNICATIONS 

I\ COOPERATI VE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS CO. 

6 US WEST CO MM UNICAT IONS, I NC. 

7 THREE RI VER TELCO 

--~--------------------~-~----~---
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TC97- 1 55 

TC97 - 163 

TC97 - lf.7 

8 

9 

10 HEARD BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILIT IES CO MM ISSION 
11 
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13 

15 
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Pie rro , Sout h Dako t a 

Jim Bu r g, Chairma n 

J 

l 6 Laska Schoenfelder, Commissioner 
Pam Nelson, Commissioner 

17 
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19 
Rol ayne Ailes Wiest 
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Karen Cr emer 
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Grego ry A. Rislov 
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20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 
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1 

2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 



l 

2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 
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1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 
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A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 
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in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 



20 

l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 



l 

2 

3 

28 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 
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1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 



1 

2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 
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1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 
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l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 
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l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 



76 

l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 

87 

based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 

22 
~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 
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.. . .. TC9?-102 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STA TE OF SOUTH DA KOTA 
RECEIVED 

IN THE MA TIER Of' THE REQUF.ST ) 
OF SPUTROCK TELECOM ) 
COOPF.RA TIVE, INC. FOR 1 

'U ,1 , 1997 

REQUF.ST FOR ETclOlJTl-l r,1, '011\ .., '!LJC 
DF.SIGNATION UTl l L , . .".\I ~SION 

OF.SIGN;. TION AS AN El.lGl13L[ ) D0CKETTC97· 
TELECOM.MUNICATIONSCARRIER ) 

Spli1rock Telecom CoopcrJli\'t\ Inc. pur,u30l 10 47 United S1.i1c., Code Seclloo 

?14{e)and -17 Code or Fcdcro.l RcgulaLions Section 54.201 hereby s.ccks irom 1hc Pubh Uulmc:!1 

Commission ("Co!Mlb5ion") dcs1gna1ion as till "chgible 1clccommunicauon> camel'' w1Lhin Ilic 

local excluu!gc areas 1h.i1 cons111urc iis service area ln suppon of this req~. Splilroc.Jc Telecom 

Cooperative, lnc. offer., lhc ro110 ... 1ng: 

I. PursUllllt lO 47 U.S.C. § 21-l{c) it~ 1hc Comm~1on·~ rcsponsfbility to <b1gna1c loc:il 

cxcluu!ge c.micrs ("LECs") as ··eligible 1clccommun1c:uions carriers·· ("ETCs"), or in Other 

words. 10 dc1c.nrunc which LECs b:wc a..~sunlCd univcB:Jl -.crvicc obhg111ions romJStent with the 

fcdcrul lu11, and ,hould be deemed chg1blc to rccci.-e federal uni vcrsal ,uppon. At le..,1 one 

eligible telccommunicatiom carrier 1s 10 be designated b)• 1he Commi~s1on for each scf\·1cc = 
in I.he Suuc. However, in the Q\C of arru served by .. rum 1clcpbonc aimp.inics", I.he 

Commhs.ion lllllY nor designate mote th:m one LEC as 1111 ETC w11hou1 fil'lil find.mg th:11 such 

additioolll dc,;ignation would be in t:IJC public mlcrc.,1. Under -117 CFR § Soi.:?01. bcginnmg 

January I. 1998. only tclecommunicntion.~ earners thnt ha.-c received design:uion from the 

Commission to serve a.; nn eligible t.clccommumcations carrier wi1.b,n !hell' scrv1.cc area will be 

eligible to receive federal universal ~ ·•cc support. 

2. Sphtrodc Telecom C.:oopcrath'c. Inc. 1s the f.icilitics.ba,c<i IOCI\J c,;changc carrier 

presently providing local exchange 1clccommunic.1tions service m the following CJ1changcs; 

Brandon 

Gatn:ISOn 

(605),S8:? 

(605)-594 

(507)-S97 . I ll(NlflJ 

I 



Spli1r,iel: Telecom Coopcrauvc. Inc, to 11, knowledge " the only c:imcr t.oday 

providing IOC!ll uch.angc tdccommumc-01ion, ..crv1ce, m the above 1dcn1.ificd cxcl~ge un:M. 

3. Sphuuck Telecom Coopcruuvc. Inc co accord w11h 47 CFR ~ 54.101 offers the 

following local exchange 1dccommunic~1io~ scrviCQ to all oon.wmc~ throughout i~ scn•icc 

area; 

• Voice grade access 10 the public ~witched network: 

• Local ci1change ,co•1cc including a/l amount of local usage free or per minute charg~ 

under a Oat rated local o;crv1cc p-0ckage: 

• Dual I.One mulu-frcqucncy ~1gnahng: 

• Acccs.\ 10 emergency !lerviccs ~uch as 9 11 or enhanced 911 public scrvkcs: 

• Ac<=, 10 opcrnior i,.c:rviccs: 

• Acee~ 10 intcrcxclumgc service: 

• Acee» 10 directory :c.,i~tam:c: lllld 

• Toll blocking scrvu:c 10 qualified low,1ncome con\UJtlCr.) 

A, no1ed above. Splmo.:k Telecom Coopcr:.u1,·e. 1.nc. d~ provide 1011 luonauon scn,ce 

in the form of 1011 blocking io quahfying consumers. however. the addiuunal 10H limitarlon 

'>CfVICC of "toll conlrOI" a. dcfincJ in the new FCC univc~-tl service rult> (47 CFR § 54.400(3)) 

I.) not pru,•ided. Sphtrock Telecom Conpcrn11vc. Inc. 1, no111w1i.rc th.ii any local cxch3Jlgc aimer 

in South Dakota ha., a cumnt capabiluy 10 prov1dc such service. The FCC gave no mdicai.ion 

prior to the n:lcll.)C of its umvc"31 ~n•1cc order (FCC 97· 1 S7J 1h31 coll control would be imposed 

w. an ETC SCf\'1cc rcqu1n:mcn1 und. 10 our mform.11ion and bchcf. a., n result. LEC~ n11uonw1dc 

arc not po-.111oncd 10 make tht: ...:.rvicc 11nmcdiu1cly 11,·rulnble. In order for Sphtroc.:k Telecom 

Coopcra11ve. Inc. to provide the i;ervic.:. addl!lonal u._\ilgc tmckmg and Morage capab1h11c~ will 

ha\'c to be installed in itJ; locnl switching equipment. At minimum. the ..ervic.· rcqu1~ a 

~w11chmg M>ftwo.rc upgrade anJ nt 1h1s umc Sphtrock Telecom Coope1 tivc. Inc. i~ ID\'C~tigaung 

and n11cmp1ing to tktcmun.c " hcthcr the ncccs,ary .oftwDre has been developed and when it 

might ~rnc avml11blc. 



.. 

Accordingly. phtnxk Telecom C"oopcrauvc, Inc. ,, raced w1tb CJ1ccpuoo:il 

c,rcunl!.tancc, conccmmg 11~ Jbtlit) 10 make !he toll control -crvicc a,·ailablc 11., 5Ct fonh in the 

FCC', unin~r..al -.el'\•1cc rule, und mu,1 r.-quc,1 a W3J\ct from the rcqu,rcmcnt 10 provide: ,uch 

-..el'\•icc At th" tune. a w:uvcr for a pcnod of one yc.u- " rcqu,c,tcd P,,or 10 1hc end of the onc 

)'CW' period. Sphtr<'ICk Tclccum Coopcn1t1vc. Inc w,11 rcpon b , k 10 11\e Cornm,,<1on with 

,pcc11ic 1nfumll1uon and1ca.11ng when the necc_,'111)' netuork upgnu:I~ nn be made and the 

o,crv,cc can be mode a,·wlablc 10 asM~t low inco,nc cu,1omcr~. The Commi,s,on may pmpcrly 

grJnt a waiver from 1hc "toll c-omrol'' rcqu1rcmcn1 pur-unnt IQ 4 7 CFR 5-1 IOI (c l 

4 . SplitrOCk Tdccom Coopernti,•c. Inc. hib prcvio~ly and ... ill connnuc to :idvcnisc the 

ava,1:ibiluy of m local cxchw,gc ~n•1cc, m rned,a of grmcr.11 d,sinbuuon throughout the 

exchange nrcas \Crvcd. Pnor 10 thb filing. Sphtrock Telecom Coopcru11vc. Inc. ha, nol generally 

advcrmcd the pncc, charged for all of the abovc-1dcnufi~'<I ,;ervtces. h w,11 do so go,og forwan.l 

in accord w11h any ,pccilic oovcna,mg ,1and:utls that the Comniis<ion ma) dc:,•clop. 

5 Ba,\Cd on the foregoing. Sphtrock Telecom Cooperau,-c. Inc. rc~pcctfully request that 

the 

(al $f3nl u tcmporo,y waiver of the n:qu1rcmen110 provide "IOII control" sc:rvtCC and 

(bl gram an ETC de\1gnation 10 Splirrock Telecom Cooperatl\'i:. Inc. cmcnng :di of 

the IOC",11 cxchlll1gc a.rc;i., that COfl\litute it, pre\Cnl scrv1cc :u-c:i 1n the Sl3tc 

Doted thi, ..l.L day of June. 1997. 

Splitroc:k Telccorn Coopcr:ttive. 1111:. 

dfar/itdw 
Don Snyders, Gcncrul Manager 



Spllrrock Tc lecorn Cooperarive, Inc. 
P O Bo• 3'1ll • Ga,,ot-,, so 57000 

605/5~,J.41 l • li05/582•631 I • Fl.A 605/59'-m6 
Octobe r 13 , 1997 

• c.. ~ 
I -

Karen Cr emer 
Staff Attorney 
Public Util~ties Commission 
Sta te Capitol Building 
500 East. Ca,>it.ol Avenue 
Pi erre, so 57501- 5070 

RECEIVED 

OC T 4 tS9i 
SOUTH D,\"~•TA PUBLIC 
UTIU TIL .\ I.\\ISSION 

RE: Eligible Telecommunications Car rier applicatJ on, 
TC97-102, Splitrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. 

Dear Karen, 

In resl)<>nse to your Octob<?r 1. 1997, letter of request for 
additional i:,formation [or the above-referenced applica tion is 
the following inLormation: 

OU.••tio~ 11 . Pursuant to 47 c.r.R. 54 . 101 Co l 14) . single
par ty se rvice or lt11 (unctionol equiv1.1lie11t must be made 
ovailable by an Eligible Telecommunications Corder (ETC! to 
receive universal service support mechanlfims. Does the 
above-referenced compony have this sot-vice? 

Anaw~r t o Queution l l, Yes , Spll t rock Telecom Cooporative. 
t nc. does prov ide single -party service t o all its customers 
within Split.rock's local exchange service ar~a . 

OU••tiun 12 . Pursuant t o 47 C. F.R . 54 . 405 and 54 . 411, 
Lifeline and Link Up services must be 1114de availabl e by an 
ETC to qualifyin11 low-income consumers. Docs the applicant 
company, as referenced above, roAke these services ava ilable 
to qualifying coBAumers? 

Answer to Ques t ion n . Spl i t.rock Telecom Coo~rative, Inc. 
is not eurrencly offering Ll feline and Ltnk Up services 
within its exchanges, but will as req,Jired by the FCC ru l es. 
47 CPR §§ 54 . 400 - 54 . 417, make the established discount 
programs avail.lble co its qualifying lo-~- income customers 
beginning January 1. 1998. It is our understanding that 
while providing the Lifeline and Link Up services 1s a 
requirement imposed on ETC·s pur suant to 47 CPR §§ 54 . 405 
and 54 . , 11, it is not actually a precondi t i on which must be 
met before ETC s tatus can properly be gr~nted by the 

IX-NlalT 
;i_. 



Commission. 47 CPR§ 54 .101 whic h l ists the service 
obligations that must be met before a carrier can receive 
federal universal service support does not specifically 
reference Lifeline and Link Up services. · 

Meque1t 13 . Please provide a verificat:?n by an author ized 
o ff icer. under oath. to the Commission _n which the 
applicant represents t o the Commission that the facts stated 
in t he Request for ETC Designation and the response to data 
request nos . land 2. ~hove, are truthful. 

Res pons e to Request • 3-Verification . ·0on nyder s , being 
f i rst duly s worn, states that he i s the General Manager o f 
Splitrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. for the responding 
party, that he has read the initial ETC appl ication and the 
foregoing, and ·r.he same are true to his own best knowledge, 
information and belief . · 

Sincerely, 

1~, 
Genera l Mar.oger 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ) 
)ss. 

COUNTY OF MINNEHAI-IA ) 

On Lhis Lhc 13Lh day ofOctolx:r 1997, lx:forc me. Mary S<::ttrrurs • the 
undersigned officer. personally appeared Don Snyders, who acknowledged 
himself LO be the General Manager of Splitrock Telecom Cooperative. a 
corporation. and Lhat he, as General Manager. being authorized so to do. executed 
the foregoing instrument for the purposes therein contained. by signing the name 
of the corporation by h.imself ns General Manager. 

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and official seal. 

'No&iry Public 
MARY i. ~ 

I t ; ,/\'t.Y Pol):!UC, 1,1woi..),o ea-,, t 11,1 
I.It c,_,_ '""~"' _ .., 1. 1• 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ) 
SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
C" NCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
O~DER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-102 

On June 19, 1997, the Public UIU111es Comm,ssion (Comm,sSk>"I received a request for 
des1gna11on as an ehg,ble telecommunlcattons camer (ETC) from Splltrock Telecom Cooperative, 
Inc (~phtrock Telecom) Sphtrock Telecom requested des,gnauon as an ehglble 
retecommumcat,ons earner wirn,n the local exchange areas that cons111u1e ns seni.ce area 

The Commiss,on electronically rransm,tted no11ce of the fihnll and the ,nrenien1ion deadline 
to Interested 1nd1v!dua!s and ent111es No person or entrty file<! to mreniene By order dated 
November 7, 1997. lhe Comm,ss,on set the heanng for th,s manor for 1:30 pm on November 19, 
1997, ,n Room 412, State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota 

Tne heanng was held as scheduled At the heanng. the Commission granted Splttrock 
Tele<:om a one year watVer of the requirement to provide toll conirol se,.,,,cc v111hin ,ts seN1ce area 
At ii; Oeeembet 11.1997, IMl!llng, the Commission granted ETC des1gna1,on to Spl troek Telecom 
and designated ,ts study area as its seN1ce area 

Basetl on the evidence of record, the Comm,u ,on enters the following F,nd,ngs of FaCI and 
Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 19, 1997, lhe Comm,ss,on received a request for des1gna1,on as an ETC from 
Sp11trodt Te~ Spl,trodt Telecom requested deslgnauon as an ETC within the local exchange 
an!as that cons~tute rts serv,ce area Spblrock Telecom seNes the following exchanges· Branclon 
(605-582), and Garretson (605-594. 507-597) Exh1b1t 1. 

II 

Pursuant to 47 u SC § 214(e)(2). the Comm1ss,on ,s required to designate a common 
camer that meets the requttements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a seNice area deStgnated 
by the Comm,"ion 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 u SC. §, 214(e)(1), a commoo earner that is designated as an ETC ,s ebgible 
to recewe un,versal service support and shaU, throughout ,rs seMce area, offer the services that are 
supported by federal universal seNice support mechanisms either usJng ,ts own factl,Ues or a 
combination of its own facilities and resale of another earner's seMces. The earner must also 
adven1&e the avadabiloly of such serv.ces and the rates for the seni,ces using media or general 
dostnbutlon 



IV 

The Federal Commurucattons CommiSsion (FCC) has dosfgnaled the following serv1ces Of 

lundlonahties as those supponed by federal universal service support mechanisms· (1) votee grade 
access to the public switched nelWOf1t; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone mu11i-frequency slgnahng or ils. 
functional equal; (4) single pa.ny service or ,ts lunct1onal equrvalent. (5) access to emergeocy
serviees. (6) a-.cess to operator services: (7) access 10 mterexchange service; (8) access 10 
directory assistance; and (9) loU llmi1alion for quaHlylng low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R §, 
54.101(8). 

V 

As part or tts Obligahons as an ETC, an ETC is requ,red 10 make avallab!e Lifeline and Link: 
Up seMCes to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C F.R § 54,405; 47 C F.R § 54 411. 

VI 

Splrtrock Telecom offers voice grade access IO the pubhc switched nelwOII( 10 all consumers. 
throughout Its se,v,ce area Ex.hibit 1 

VII 

Spl1trock Telecom offers local exchange service lndud,ng an amount of k>cal usage free of 
per mlnute charges to alt consumers throughout its service area. Ill, 

VIII 

Splrtrodl Telecom offers dual tone multi-frequency Stgnahng 10 au consumers throughout ,ts 
se1V1ce area. Ill 

IX 

Splilrock Telecom offers smg!e party service 10 aO consumers throughout tts service area 
Exhibit 2 

X 

Sphlrock Telocom orrers access to emergency services to all consumers throughout ,ts 
service area Exhibit 1 

XI 

Splittock Teiecom offers access 10 operator services to au consumers throughout its service 
area. Ill 

XII 

Sphtrocl< Telecom offer.s access to interexchange servtc:es to all consumers throughout lls 
se1V1ce are a Ill 

2 



XIII 

Splltrock Telecom offers access to d1rect0f)' assistance to all cons.imers throughout ,ts 
service area. Ill 

XIV 

One of lhe services required to be provided by an ETC to qualtfying low-,ncome consumers 
Is toll 11m,1a1ion. 47 CF R. § 54. 101(a)(9) Toll hm,tat,on consists of bl>th toll blocking and toll 
control 47 C F.R. § 54 400(d). ToU control is a service that allows consumers to specify a certa,n 
amount of toll usage that may be Incurred per month or per billing cycle 47 CF R § 54.400(c). Toll 
blodtiog is a service that lets consumers elecl nol to allow tho complot,on of outgotr19 IOU i;aUs 47 
C F R § 54 400(b) 

xv 
Sp111rock Telecom offers toll blodung to all consumers throughout "" service a~o.. 1:Jthlb11 

1 

XVI 

Splitrock Telecom does not currently offer toll control Ill In order fo< Sphtrock Telecom to 
provide toa control. additional U5llQO traclung and storage ~pabtltlies w,U have to be installed in its 
lo~I switching equipment SplrllOCk Telecom is auempt,ng to determine whether the necessa,y 
software has been developed and when ,t m ight t>e<:ome available Id 

XVII 

Splitrodl Telecom stated that ,t rs faced wrth excepbonal cirQJmstances concem,ng ns ability 
to make toll control service available and requested a one year waiver from the requirement to 
prolllde such service. Ill Pnor 10 the end of the one year penod. Sphtrock Telecom wtll report bad( 
to tile Commsslon w,th specific information ,ndteatmg when the netwol1t upgrades ~n be made tn 
order to provide toll control. iii 

XVIII 

With respea to the obllgauon 10 adveruse the avil!labillty of services supported by the federal 
universal serw:e support mechani sm and the charges for those services us,rig media of general 
d!stnbu1Jon. Splitroclt Teteoom stated that ,1 advertises the avadabilrty of ,ts local exchange servi<:es 
,n media of general di.stnbutlon throug.hOut its service area However, Splltrod! Teleo,m has not 
generally adverused the pnces for these services Isl. Splltrock Telecom Slated its mtention to 
comply with any advertising standards developed by the Commission. Ill 

XIX 

Sphtrock Telecom doe, not airrenlly orrer Ufef,ne an<I Link Up service discounts 1n ,ts 
exchanges, Exhibit 2. Spfitrock Telecom will offer the Lifeline and Link. Up service discounts ln all 
of its service area beginning J.anuary 1. 1998, ,n accordance w,th 47 C.F.R §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 
Inclusive, and any Commlssion imposed ~quirements Exhibit 2. 

xx 

The CommtSslon flOCls that Splrtrod( Telecom currently pro111des and wtll continue to provide 
the foltowing serv.ces or functionalities throughout its service area. ( 1) v0tce grade access io the 

3 



public switched netwont. (2) focal ,usage; (3) dual tone mutt~frequency signaling, (4) single-patty 
service. (5) access 10 emergency services; (6) access 10 operator services. (7) access 10 
interexchange ser.nce, (8) access to director, assistance: and (9) toll bloclung for quahfymg low
income consumers 

X:Xt 

The Commossion finds that pursuant 10 47 CF R § 54 101(c) 11 will grant Sph1rock Telecom 
a wa,ver of lhe req1.11remen1 to offer loll control servlee s until December 3 1. 1998 The Commission 
fll!lds that exceptional orcumstances prevem Splllrock Telecom from prov,dmg toll control at this t,me 
due 10 the d11foculiy 1n obtaining the necessary software upgrades to proVlde the service. 

)()(If 

The Commission finds that Sphtrock Telecom intends to provide Ltfehne and Unk Up 
programs to quaJify,tlg customet$ throughout its service area consJStenl with state and federal rules 

and on:ters 

XXJII 

The Commission fiods 1hat :Sphtrock Telecom shall advertise the ava,tabllliy of tile services 
supported by the federal urwersal ii,ervlce suppon med\amsm and the charges therefor throughout 
rts seMC111 area using medta of general d1stnbut1on once eadl year The commliskm further finds 
llllat II the rate for arTy of the ~s suppOried by the federal unlvers.it service supf)O't mechanism 
changes, the new rate must be advertised using media of general d islnbudon 

X:XIV 

Pursuant to 47 U S .C. § 21'4(e)(5), the Commission designate s Sphtrock Telecom's curren1 
study are.a as ,ts service area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The eomm,ss,on has JUnsd1ctoon over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31, 

and 47 U.S C. § 21" 

II 

Pursuant 10 47 U S.C § 2 14(e)(2) . the Comm1ss1on is required to designate a common 
earner lhal meets the reqwemer,ts of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 21'4(e)(1), a oommon earner that Is designated as an ETC is ehglble 
to rec:e,ve univenal serv,ce suppon and shaff, throughOut its service area. offer the services that are 
supponed by federal universal s.ervoce support mechan,sms either using Its own fadlot,es or a 
c.ombination of ,ts own fadlitlOS and resale of another carrier's serv,ces The earner mus1 also 
advertise the ava,1.?billty o f such services and the rates for the services using media of general 
d,~tnbution 

4 



IV 

The FCC has des,gnateo the followmg services or functt00alrllt!s as lhOse svpponed by 
federal vn,versal serv,ce suppon mechanisms ( 1 J voice grade access to tne p.Jbbc SW1tehed 
network, (2) local usage, (3 ) dual tone multt· frequency s,gnahng or tts funct,onaf equal (4) s,ngle 
patty seMM or 11s funct,onal equivalent (5) access to emergency serv,ces. (6) access to opera1or 
serv,ces, 7) access to mlerexchange servtce (8) access to direc1ory asstStance, and (9) toll 
ltm1tatt0n for quaJ,ty,ng low-income consumers 47 CF R § 5'& 101(8) 

V 

As part of rts ob1tga1tons as an ETC. an ETC ts required to make available u fehne and Unk 
Up services to qual,ly;ng low-,ncome consufl\efS 4 7 C F R § 54 405 4 7 C F R § 54 411 

VI 

51)41trock Telecom has met the requ,rements o f 47 CF R "54 10t(a) with the exception of 
the abtllty to offer tOll control Pursuant 10 47 CF R § S4 101(c) 1he Comm,ss,on concludes tnat 
Spl,trocll Telecom has de<nonslrated exceptional orcomstances Iha! 1vsuly gran11ng ,1 a waiver of 
the requiremenl to offer too con11ol until December 31. 1998 

VII 

Sphtrodc Telecom Sl'tall provide l.Jfellne and l.lnk Up programs to qualifying customers 
11\roughout 11S serv,ce area cons,s1en1 with state and federal rules and orders 

VIII 

Sphtroclt Telecom shall adveruse the ava l,ll>dl!y of the setVtees suOl)Orteo by me f~ral 
universal serv,ce support mechanism and the charges therefOf using media of general d,stnt>utJon 
once each year If the ra1e for any of the services sopporteo by tne federal urnverul sennce support 
mechan,sm changes, lhe new rate shall be advertised using med,a of general d1slnbuuon 

IX 

Pursvanl 10 47 us c § 214(e)(5) 1he Comm,ss,on designates Spl,llock Teleeom's eu1T11nt 
s1udy area os 11s servtce area 

X 

The Commss,on des,gnates Spl.ttock Telecom as an et,g,ble telecommun,cat,ons earner for 
11s serv,ce area 

It ,s therefore 

ORDERED. 11\at Splltrodt Telecom's curen1 study area ,s designated as ,ts sel'V!Ce area ar.o 
,1 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED mat Sphtroclt Teteeom shaU be granted a wa,ver of the reqwrement 
to off111 oll control serv,ces unttl December 31, 1998. and rt ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED 1ha1 Sphtrodl Telecom snan lollow lhe adven,s,ng requtrements as 
1,s1ed at>o~e. and ,1 ,s 



FURTHER ORDERED. that Splltrocl\ Telecom Is designated as an ehg,ble 
1erecommun.ca1lons earner for ,ts ser.,,ce area 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF OROE,R 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE tnat this Onier was duly entered on u,e 17 r;{,, day of December, 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days after the date of rece,pt or 
failure to accept delivery of the deasion by the pan,es 

Dated at Pume. South Dakota. lh,s /Z~day of December, 1997 

Cl!llllFICATf Of SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

OfflClAl. S£Al 
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Bill Bullnr<l 

SPLITROCK 
TELECOM 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

South Dnkotu Public Utiliuc, Comml~~ion 
S1111e Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol 
Picm:, SD 57501 

Dear Mr. Bullnrd: 

RECEIVED 

0£C ., 2 1997 
SOUTH DAKOT 
UTILITIES COM~ r'iti':5~C 

December 17. 1997 

Pur~uwn to the FCC~ Lifeline and Ltnk Up rul~. pl= !ind attached 10 lhi, lcncr Splitrock 
Telecom Co<,pcrntivc, Inc.·, filing for u Lifeline: and Link Up 1mplcmcn1ation plan. Also 
atuichcd as "~hibit A" I, a copy of the South Dakota Public Utilitic\ Commi~ion' < Final Order 
and Decision: Noucc ofCX-ci,ion dated No"cmbcr 18. 1997, 1s_,ued in Docket TC97-ISO. 

If you should hnve any quc,suon, or need additional mfomutllon. plc::isc feel fn:c 10 iµve me a 
call. 

Slnc1:n:ly, 

/1 

~ °"" ''"""· Manager 

P.O. Bo,i 349 

Ga/tet.son, SO 57030 

FaJi. 605-59'-6776 



RECEIVED 

DEC 1 2 1997 
LIFELINE AND LINK UI> PLAN SOUTH DAKOTA 

OF SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, Y!.lf!.TIEs COMMl~~~tc 

The .'ipl11rrx·J. Td.-,w11 Ct><IJl<'Mlllt, /11, ,uhr1111, 1h" phin pul'mtnl 10 -1 7 CFR § 
:'i-lAOl(dJ. .~pl11md.. T<t"ltetmr Coopa,1111·e. /111 . 11.1, been d<."'1gn.11c:d ""' an clrg,1hk 
1clccummume1111on, t·WT1cr. h~ the South D:iko1u Puhltc 1 •111i11~"' Comn11"1on r·sOPL'C .. ) and. ;l, 
~uch. mu,1 malcc Llfcltnc uml Link Up i.crvm: n,urlnbk ll• quah(}1nj! lo,,. •mcomc COlbUlflcr' .i., 
-el 1orth m 1hc Conuni\\c<m', f.',n,1/ u,Jrr mu/ D<cllton: N1>1w, r1J £111n ,if n~crswn d;;itcd 
Novcmllcr 18. 1997. i,wed an 1Jockc1 TC97-150 (In rile :-.fancr of Ilk· IO\c.,11gnuon 1010 1111: 
L1fchnc and l.mk t,11 Progr:sm,1. which ,, un.ichcd ,L, blub11 A. und con,1>tcn1 "11h the cntcn:i 
c,tnhh,hcd under ,17 CFR ,.~ .i .ioo to 54 .i 17. mctu,l\'C 

A. ( :.:neral 

I 'll1c L11clinc .i.od Ltnl. Up progr.un, .i.""' 4u.1h11.:J tel" -aocomc cc:>1humcr, b) 
pmvadmg for 1cdlll:t'd m<>nlhl)' chargr, and 1cduccd ,onn«11on char}tc., for local 
1clcphonc i,crvacc The :i~1,1.111ce u.pphc, 10 ;i ~1ngk tclC'phonc.- hnc.- ~I a qualified 
con~umi:r·, prmc11~.1l place 1,f ~,dcncc 

2. A qualified low-m.:omc ('()n,un\Cr" n 1clephone "ubsmbcr who p.1111,1pa1~ an .11 le.a~, 
nne of the follc,u.•,ng puhhc: ~,1\rnncc pmgram, 

a. Mcd1caid 
b food SUimp, 
c Supplcmcnr.il Sccurit) Income 1SSh 
d Federal Publtc llow,mg A~a,tance 
c l,Qw-lnconK' tloni<: Encr~y A\•1,1~11c,;: P~m ! LIIE,\PJ 

3. A qualified lo" -mcome consumer " d 11uhk t<> rcccl\c either or h<ilh l..lfchnc and 
Link Up a.1.1,i,rnncc. 

,I Spl11rock Trlrt:um C.x1r~ra1m:. Jnr. wall a11\cm..c 1hc U\'3Jlah1h1> of l.lfchnc and Lmk 
Up scrv1cc, and the chJJgc, therefore u"ni; mcd1.1 of gcncral ,J1,1nhu11on :uul an .n"flrJ 
u.•1th any ruh."' th.11 ma) he dc,·clopcd hy 1hc SDPl'C for .ipph.:a11on 10 cltg1bk 
1clccommumca11on, cn.rncr,. 

S. In aJd111un. Spf,m~k Trlcnm1 C,>11pt'111t1rc-, Inc-•• a, rrqurml Ii) the /ma/Ord(£ mill 
Det:u11m: Nm,r.- of l;.,11n n( Drrr.u<Ht 111 rhc SDI' C 1E,h1b1t AJ. ,,.,II md1cntc an n' , 
annual rcpon It> 1hc SOPUC the number of ,ub..cnbcr,, u. nhm 11°, -cl'\'l('C .in-a rcct'l\' IO)! 
l.i rchne and/or uni. Up a.,,"tancc In .ald1t1M, th" mfommuon "111 be provided 10 the 
llmvcNII Service ,\dmm1,1rouvc Comp:my ,.. SAC·, 

6 lnfom1a11on "" 10 the number of rnn,unicl') qualilytnt? Im L,fclmc andl<>r Link Up 
'1!>,i,tancc cannot c.-urrcn1ly be: provided b)' S11l11r1,rl. Tt'luom C,x11'<'m111·.-. /11c-. bcc:u.1_,c 11 
ha., 11<> ucus" to I he go,·cm111cn1 1nforrna111>n nc,:~ 111 ,tc1erm1nc ho,, lflllll) " ' 1h 



1,·lcphonc \Ubsc110cr. .in, par11cipatmg 111 the ahovc referenced puhhc :L~i,1ancc 
r,.ogr:un.~. Wuhou11h1, mfom1a11on. Spl11r,'<'k Trl,cm11 Cooprram•e. lnr. cannot pro, 1dc, 
al lh1' tune. even a n:a-.mablc cs11ma.1c of the number 01 11, ,uf>'<'nhcf\ who. after 
J.muW') I, I 99S, v. ,II be m :c:f\•ing Ufclinc Jnd/u, I.in!. Ur ....:n 1,c lnformattnn 0a• to the 
numl,cr <tf 11, lov. -incomc ,ub-cribc" qualifyint: for l.rfdmc dnd/01 IJnk lip can be 
pro,1dcd Jftcr Jpplrcuuon, fur Lifcho.: :md Lml. Up :1,,ht,111cc h.i,c J,ccn rccciw·d h)' 
:S11l11rad Trfrri,m Cn,1pt1111frr. lnr. 

7 In :te('Ofll wnh 1hc ' l)PIJC', Fil111/ (Jr,/u 1111</ Ornm•11. "Jor,rr 11/ l.11tn· ,if Oe1 1.111111 . 
.\r1l11rtKk Trlerom Ct1t1prrmi>-c. Im will mnkc .,ppltl.t"On fonn, ,1',uluble to all uf 11, 
cx1,11ng rc,1dcnt1JI cu,rumc". to all new Cu\lomc,, wh, , they uppl} lor rc,1dcn1ral IQCal 
tdcphonc '\Crvtec:. ~mt! to other pcl\on, ut cntlllL', upon thcrr r."tjUC,l 

R. Urelln~ 

I. l.Jfcltnc -.er\'tcc rm.,JJ1' .i rct~il local st:rvtct ofl,·nng l!ll ,.,11d1 qu.utlicd low•rncomc 
con,umcr, pay reduced charge, 

2 Lirchnc ..crvrcc mdude, voice gr.tde accl-.., 10 th.: rubhe , 1.111,·ho.! ndworl.. loc.il 
u-.igc. dual lone rnuh,,fn."qucncy signultng or 11. functmnJI c;iuf\.tlc-n1. ""&k-p.m)• 
scn•,cc or tl\ funcuon.tl C(Juh•alent. :iccc" to emergency -.en tC<"-, .i.:,·c" lo openuor 
..cn•,cc,. :iccc" 10 mlcrcArhiingc '<'n•1cc, acre,~ to dtr~'Clon ,L"1~1.1ncc. and IOII 
ltm11u1111n 

' · Qualtlicd luw·mcomc ,ub-.cribcl'I, !ire rcqu11cd lo i.ubnnt an nppl11:u11on fom1 m order 
to rc,'c:rvc 1.,(cltnc ,,rv,cc. In applymg for l.1fcltnc U',.";tuncc. the ,uh..cnbcr llllht ccntf} 
under penally or pc,IJUI) th,ll they an: cum:ntl) p:u11c1paun~ m JI lc.!l>t one of the 
qu:tlrfymg public .b\t\lJOCc progrrun., ll\tcd m Sixtmn A.2. ahrnc In addi11on. !he 
,uh\Cllbcr must agr1;e 10 no11ry Splitrotll Trll'ctJm CM11rr,111vr. In, "f,cn they cease 
pan1c1pa1rng m the quahf} '"It puhlic a~w.iancc prngr .1mh I 

.i. ·111c tolal monrhJy Lrfclmc cri:dll available 10 quJ1lttit'd con,u,ncr. "SS.2~. Sphrr,H.·k 
Td~1·11m C,><,puutfrr. lnr ,lwll provuk the credit 10 qualtlicd con~umcr. hy applying: the 
fcdcr.tl b:i.sclmc ,uppon Jntount of SJ.50 to " ':U\c thc con,umcr', fc,lcml l:nd·U~r 
Common Linc chnr1,c and applying 1hc addttmnal .1u1hon.'.Cd fcdcrnl ,uppon amount of 
S 1.75 :h 3 crcd11 10 the con~umcr\ m1m,ta1c local service rJtc TI1c federal basdmc 
,uppun amount and Jdd11tonal ,uppon a,:ulahle, toialing SS 2:'i. ,hall rt"ducc Splurack 
Telrcom C1111prru1<, , , /111 ·, lowe\l tanffcd (Or oth,·rwi'>C gcncmll) .1VJ11Jblc) rc.\ldcrrnal 
r.,U! fur !he scl'\'ICc, l"lcd uhovc in Scct111n fU. l'er the attached SDPUC Fi11t1f Orda 
,md l>crorrm; Nm,cr of f:ntn• ,if Oen11m1, the SllPIIC ha, .iuthon,.cJ mlru.\tatc rJtc 
n:ducuon~ for chg1hlc telc.:ommunica11on, c.,mer. makmg 1he add1111mal federal suppon 
,tmoum of SI 7511,,111.iblc Thc SDPUC <ltd not c,rnbli\h :, stale IJfcltnc pro1,-r.11T1 to fund 
any funbcr rate rcduc11.irt, rf!:,,hrbu ,\ . Findtnt, n f foct VI' :md VIII . und Cunclu,,on~ 11f 
Law IJ and Ill ) 

: 



5 .~p/11t,1d Trlrrvm Cr1t1J>(rd111·r, Int· will n•>l d1wonn«1 ,u~nhc,r, lront their ufchnc 
scf',C'<' ror non p:l)IMnl <•I 1011 ch:ut:c, unk"' 1he S l'll'l 'C. pu,-..u..n1 10 J 7 CFR ~ 
54 40 llhlt l J. li.L, fr'.mt<rd 1hc comp:tn) J .,. .11,cr Imm 1hc: non d1-..onnc.1 re<ju1rcmt'nl 

6 b.ccpl 10 rhc ci.rc:m LhJI Spl11md. frlrr11m C1H•J1<mmr. In, ho1., oh1.11nctl a ,.,u,cr 
fl\,m 1hc SDPl 'C purw..nt lo 47 CFR § 54 IOhcl. lhc Ltlmp.,n, "1.ill ollcr 1c,ll lirnllJl1or, 

in ;ill quJl1f)0mg low-m-.oinc «m,umrr... " hen die) ,ub:-4:nbc lo l.1lt'hnc scl'\lt'l: h th 
wb"'11hcr clo:h lo l't'ttl''C loll lm11l:111on. tlr:i.t -.cn•1« ,hJII bcmlTI(' pan of th;..t 
,ull,urbcr', Lrfc:hne ~n IL'C, 

i :wJ11r,Kk Tt:lrr,1111 C1Jt1prr.1111·r, /111 .. wrll n,il collcc1 .1 ><:I'\ 1cc tkpNI m ,mlcr w 
1ni11a1,· l .1fehru: scn·roc 1f the qllllhfymg low-mc(lmc con~umcr ,oluntJnl> ckci- toll 
l>lud, ing un 1hc:11 relcphonc hn.· Hu,.C\cl, one m,1111h'~ h".d sen i,;c ,h..rg~ l'll.lY b,: 
n-quu Id~ an :idv-.rnce p.,ymcnl. 

t'. I.ink l.'p 

Lml l 'p mean, 

1a1 A rroucuon m the cu\lomary .:I\Jrj:.e foe eornrnenung td«(,rnmurucauon, 
~nice for a ''"!!le rclccommunm11ton, u,nnec1ron ar a c,in,umcr', pnnc1p3'1 
plJCc of rc-1dencc The: rcducuon, ~h.lll n,,, ',() percent ,11 the LU,l<\ITI.U) .:htu~ OJ 
30 00. wh1dk•,c1 1, I~ and 

lhJ A defenctl -.:hcdulc for p~)mc:nl df the ch.u-gC\ .t,~.,cJ lur ~,mmcncmg 
..cn1cc. (or v.lu,h the: con.,= dc1e, nQt pa) ,nrcrc,1. Tiic mu:rc,r clw'~, 1)()1 

iN,tMc:d r,, 1hc cun,urna \ h.lll l:>c for con~tmn ctwge, of up 10 S200 00 th.It arc 
Jcrcncd 10 a pem,d 1101 10 CAOCcd um, YCJJ' 

' Clwitc, .1.,....:,-.:d tor C<)lnmcOC1ng -en 1cc 1ncluJc ,ln) ch.irgc, 1h111 arc c1N1>ITl.ll'1I) 

.1.,'6.-.:d r,,r ronnccung ,ub-.:nlxr\ to thc nci..ork 11:ic...: char~ dQ n« nxludc WI~ 
pcrm",1blc '«'Uni)' dCIJlCNl rcqu1rcrncol, 

' TilC uni. l!p prngrwn ,hall allow a ,on,umcr ro ,cce"c: the hcndit ,if Lhc Lmk Ur 
prusi.r.un for a 't'COnd or ,u~ucnt tune only for j pr1.t1np3I phu-.: 01 rc,1dencc wnh :u, 
.idd,,:,,, different from the ~idcn« :i.Jdrc,, ar wh1,·h the uni. l'p .t."l)tllJl(·c w~ 
PIO\ 1dC'J pn:,1(,u,l> 



~ . RECEIVf=r 
FXlll l!IT "A" -

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMl~§Jc:MC I I~;, 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTAAiLi~g'i:~~~,~~,'g-~c 

IN T~IE MATIER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) FINAL ORDER AND 
INTO THE LIFELIINE AND LINK UP ) DECISION: NOTICE OF 
PROGRAMS ) ENTRY OF DECISION 

) TC97-150 

Al ils August 18, 1997, regularly scheduled meeung. the Publtc Ul1Hhes Commission 
(Comm1ss1on) voted 10 open a docket concerrnng t'1e Federal Commurncalions 
Comm,sst0n's (FCC's) Repon and Order on Universal Ser 1ce regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs In 1its Report and Order, the FCC decided lhat it would provide for 
addrt,o."lat federal support in the amount of S1 75. above the rurrenl S3 SO level However, 
1n order f0< a state's Llfehno consumers to recei ve the add11aonal S1 75 in federal support, 
the state commisstan must approve that reduction in the ponion of the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user 47 C F R. § 54 403(a) Addrtlonal fed eral sur-'On may also be received 
1n an amount equal to one-half o f any suppon generated from the intrastate 1urisd1ction, 
up to a maximum of S7.00 In lederaJ support 47 C.F R. § 54 403(a). A state commission 
mus1 file or require the carrier to file information with the administrator of the federal 
universal sen,100 fund demonstrating lhal 1he earner's Lifeline plan meets lhe enteria set 
fonh 1n t.7 C F R § 54 401 

By O<der dated August 28, 1997, the Commission a llowed interested persons and 
entities 10 submit wnlteo comments concerning hOl!V the Comm1ss1on should imp lemen t the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs In their written cornmenls, in1erested 
persons and en1111es commented on the following questions 

1 Whether lhe Commission should approve intrasta te rate reductions to allow 
consumers eligible for Lifeline suppon to receive the ndd11aona1 S1 75 in federal support? 

2 Whelher the C01M1,ss1on should set up a stale Lifeline Program to fund further 
reductions 1n 1he lntras!ate rate paid by the end user? 

3 Whether lhe Comm1ss1on should modify lhe ex1s11ng Lifeline or L1nK Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Commission file or require the earner to file 1nformat1on with the 
adm1rustra1or of the federal universal service fund demonstra11ng thal the came(s Lifeline 
plan meets the c11tena set f0f1h 1n 47 C F R § 54 401 (d)? 

By order dated Odober 16, 1997. the Comm1ss1on set pubhc heanngs to receive 
public comment on the questions hsted above The hearings were held at the following 
times and places 

RAPJQ..Cll)'. Monday, October 27 1997, 1 00 p m Canyon Lake Senior C111.zens 
Ceri1e1 2900 Canyon Lake Unve Rapid C11y SD 



Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1·30 p.m . State Capitol Butld1ng, Room 
412,500 East Capitol Avenue. P1ene. SD 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997, 9 00 om . Center for Active 
Generations, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls, SD 

At 11s November 7. 1997. meeting, tho Commission ruled as follows On the first 
issue. the Comm1ss1on authom:ed intrastate rate reductions to allow ehg1bte consumers 
to rece1Ve the add111onal S1 75 1n federal support With respect to the second issue, th& 
Comm1ss1on decided to not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this 
11me On me U11rd issue. tho Commission e liminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S W EST and earners that have purchased U :S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3 50 red1.11.,Jon of local rates to low income rustomers age 60 and over The Commission 
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Corr,ryuss1on ordered that staff. 1n consultation with the carriers. develop a standard form 
for self-certificat1on. that these forms be sent to all or their customers pnor to January 1. 
1998, and thereafter, to all new customers. and that the camers make the forms available 
to any person °' entity upon request On the fourth issue. the Comm1sst0n ruled that the 
earner be required to file With the FCC the information demonstrating that the carrier's plan 
meets the applicable FCC critena and that the carrier sernd an informational copy to the 
Comm1ss1on Further. that 'the carriers inctude in \hear annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
heanngs. the Comrrnss1on makes the following F1nd1ngs of Fact and Conclusions or Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state ufehne program 1s referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) TI-ie current state Link Up program 1s referred to as the Link Up America program 
The Commission implemented these programs 1n the U S W EST exchanges pursuant to 
its Dec1s1on and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued 1n Docket F-3703, lo the Matter 
of the 1nvesugatton ,mo tmJ>Jementation of a TeJephone Assistance Piao roe South Dakota 
C.ustomecs Exhibit 1 at p-age 1 Subsequent buyers or U S W EST exchanges were 
required to also offer tho TAP and Link Up Amenca programs tg at page-S 1-2 

II 

The amount of TAP asS1stance 1s S7.00, $3 50 of which 1s federally funded, With the 
rema1n1ng S3 50 funded by the local 1elecommunac.a1ions camer W at page 3 Although 
US WES r was ong1nally allowed to charge a surcharge to tund the program, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that nght 1n Docket F-3647-8. lo !be M11tter oJ the Pybhc Ullht1es 
CJ1.0l!lllmon.._m.11J9_at100 1oto 1he Etfects_of the 1986 Ja11 Re!Oim A&t on S01.1th Dakota 
l..llllilws Exh1u1t 5 In order to receive the TAP assistance. a member of the household 
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must be 60 years of age or older and par11opale 1n either too food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2 

Ill 

"'l1e Link Up America program provides assistance 1n an amount equal to one-halt 
of the qualifying subscnber's telephone service connection charges up to a ma,umum of 
S30.00. Jg at page 3. In order 10 receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
rece,vir1g either food stamps or low-income energy assi:stance. must not presenUy have 
local te~ service an.d must not have been provided telephone service at his or her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older) ui. The Link Up program is funded entirely out or federal funds (st 

IV 

lne FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs 1n CC Docket No. 96· 
45. lo the Matter of federal-State Jojnt Board on Universal Service. adopted May 7. 1997 
Beginning January 1, 1998. the Fr.C found that the federal basehne L!fehne support will 
be S3.50 per qualifying low-income consumer with an additional S1 75 in federal support 
if the state comm1ss1on approves a corresponding redud.1on III intrastate local rates. 4 7 
C.F.R § 54.403(a) Additi0fl81 federal Lifeline support in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed S7.00) ,s also available uJ 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction 1n the telecommunications carrief's service connection charges equal to one half 
of the earner's cus:omer connecuon charge or S30 00, whichever is less 47 C.F R § 
54 4 13(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules. 1f there 1s no state Llfeline or Link Up program. a 
consumer ,s eligible for support 1f the consumer pJrtic1pates 1n one of the following 
programs Medicaid. food stamps; Supplemental Security Income, federal public housing 
assistance, or the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C F.R §§ 54 409(b) 
and 54 415{b) In ado1hon. ,f there 1s no state Lifeline or Link Up piogram, a customer 
must certify under penalty of pe(Jury that the rustome< 1s rece1v1ng benefits !roll' :me of 1110 
programs listed above andl agrees to notrfy the earner if the customer ceases to part1t1pate 
1n such program or programs 12 

VII 

The first issue 1s whether the Com1mss1on should approve intrastate rate rcdud1ons 
to allow consumers ehg1ble for Ufehne support to receive the add1t1onal $1 75 in federal 

l 



support The Convn1SS100 finds that 1t shall aulhonze intrastate rate reductions f0< ehg1ble 
tele<X>mlTlUnicat1ons companies J)(Ovtd1ng local eJCchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additlooal S1 75 in federal support Thus the total amount of 
federal support is $5.25 per eligible customer 

VIII 

The second issue 1s whether the Commission should set up a state llfeline program, 
to fund furthor reductions In the intrastate rate paid by the end user The Commission 
finds 1t will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions al this ltme. 

IX 

The third issue 1s whether to modify or ehm1nate the ex,stmg Lifeline program or 
Link Up program. With respect lo the existing Lifeline program. the Commission findS that 
it shall eliminate the eJ(lsting TAP program that requires U S V-'EST and earners that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3.50 reduction of local rates to low income 
customers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota Lifehne 
end Link Jp p(ograms shall follow the FCC rules. SSMl 47 U.S.C §§ 54.40010 54.41 7 
The effect d folloNing the FCC rules and not institultng further state funded reductions 1s 
that the FCC ellgibility requirements and self-cert1fication requirements will apply to the 
South DakOla Lifeline and Link Up programs In add11ton, the Comm1ss1on 0<ders that the 
Comm1ss1on staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self
certif1cation The carriers shall send these forms lo each rustomer pri0< to January 1, 
1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new rustomers. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person 0< entity upon request 

X 

The fourth Issue 1s whether the Convn1ssion should file, or 1n the altematJve, require 
the earner to file informatJOnwtlh the fund administrator. ~ 47 C.F.R § 54.401(d). The 
Commission finds the carriers shall be required to file that in:f0<mation demonstrating that 
the carrie(s plan meets the apphcable FCC rules and that the earner send an informational 
copy to the Commission The carriers shall also be required to include 1n their annual 
report to the CommtssK>n the number of subscribers who receive L1fe'1ne and Link Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has 1unsd1<:11on over this mailer pursuant to SOCL Chapter 49-31 . 
speofically 49-31 -1 1, 49-31 -3,49-31-7, 49-31 71 49-31- 11 , 49-31-121, 49-31-122:ind 
12.4, and 47 CF R §§ 54 400 to 54 417 



II 

Pursuant to 47 C F R § 54.403(a). the Comm,ss,on authonzes intrastate rate 
reductions for ehg1bte telecommunications companies prov1d1ng local exchange service 
to allov, eltg1ble consumers 10 receive the add111onal S1 75 m federal support 

111 

The Comm1sS1on dechnes to institute a state Ltfeltne program to fund further 
reductions at this ume. l ihe ex1S11ng South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follO'N lhe F•CC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54 400 to 54 41 7, inclusive, on 
January 1, 1998 The Comm1ss1on staff, 1n consultation with the earners. shall develop a 
standard form for self-<:ert1fication The carriers shall send these forms lo each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998 The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers Finally, the earners shall make the forms av.•1lable to any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C F.R § 54.401(d), the Comm1ss1on f"'ds the carriers shall be 
required to file that 1nfonnation demonstraltng that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the earner send an 1nfoonational copy to the Commission The carriers 
shall also be required to include 1n their annual report to the Comm1ss1on the number of 
subscribers who receive ltfeltne and Link Up support 

II 1s therefore 

ORDERED. lhal the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers lo receive the add1t1ona1 $1 75 in lederal suppOrt, and 111s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Comrmss1on will not set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund funher reduct1on,s at this time: and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Comm1ss1on shall ehm1na1e the existing TAP 
program, that the South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Comrn1ss1on staff. 1n consullat1on with the earners. develop a standard form for setf
cert1f1ca1ton, that the earners shall send these forms to all of their customers prior to 
January 1, 1998, that the carriers shall also send a form to each of their new customers; 
and that the earners make the lorms available to any person or enttty upon request, and 
1t 1s 
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. . 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the camer shall file wilh lhe FCC the 1nformabon 
demonstrating that the earners plan meets the applicable FCC rules and thal lhe carrier 
send an informational copy to the Commission The carriers shall also include 111 their 
SMual repo'1 to the Commission the number or subsc,ibers who receive Ltfehne and Link 
Up suppo'1 

Dated at Pierre. South Oakota, lhts ;f dday of November, 1997 

CamFICATI! Of SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION· 

(OFFICIAL SEALJ 
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