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Enclosed you wall find one (I} original 11nd ten ( IQ) ofS11nbom Telephone Coopcralive's 
R(GUtsl for .Design~tion as illl Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in South D.nkolll. 



South O.akou TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS l'ublic U tili1i~ Comnui<aon 

Sui c C Jpito l 500 E. C ipitol 
TIMM Me lM lffKOt"MW.NetCfOft1 1-H\fice ~· Ul-.C tM Conml.U JOO h,O ftutwd fOt ll'M! ptriod Of.:' 

l'irnc. SD 57501-5070 06/ 13/97 through 06/19/97 
Phone: (SOO) ).l:?·178~ II you nffd • <Ol"'P'"• copy of • ftftn!J fn MI, ov~ t•.Pf't.....ci. o, ~ 10 yOI.I. pie.a .... conlKI Otl.Nfl,e Kolbo ...Shm ftn CMy, of lhi• Mlnq.. 
Fu: (605) 77l-3809 I 

DOCKET TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 
DATE INTERVENTION 

NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97,076 
~llOn by Journey T •lec:om lntemaUCM>al Inc: 101 e Ce111t\cllte of Authoniy to opera le as a 1elttcommun1eet>Ons comp.,r1y 06 lll9i' 07107197 
w~hln the 1talt1 of Soulh Dakota <Staff TS/T7' 

App11eali0n by Calls fo, L,HS. lnc c!Jbla Cfl 101 a Cerllbte of Authorily 10 ope101e u • 1elecommumea1JOow compaoy Wllhm 

TC97--09t 
lhe state of South Dako.t• (StaH TSITZJ Applie1n1 seeks authority lo 0~11ate and lermltlale ·mtrastnle 1111111.A TA and 06117197 07107197 
tn1a1t.ATA calls of bosiness and 1eS1den11a1 CU$1omers to ope,11ie as a Travel and Oatxl (!Prepaid Caliog) Card 1eselle1 and 
to orow:le COCOTICOPiT H MCII . 

Apploc:.1DOO by C,yslaf CommuN<:auon,, Inc IOI a Certiftc:11110 of Au1hority to operate as a 111lec:ommun1C111JOII$ company w,1'1ln 

TC97, 103 
the stale or S0u1h Dako tn (Stall TS/T Z) Apf)llcant seoks authorily to pioVlde loco I lelecommunlcaoon~ HMc:es and 06t19J9; 07/01191 
1n1e1exd111rige telecommun,c,11ions 50MC1!S Tho Appkc:nnl wlll nol olfor any local tolecommurucabons S.Mth w,11\U\ ,i Rural 
Telenhone Com..,.nv HMCe area w,lhout seeklnn seoaraic Commrsslon aU1hnntv 

Applic:a1i0n by Oun11!1co, Irle lo, 0 Cof11btij of M IOl,ty 10 openit.e as• 101ecommunlcoboll$ company w,thln lhe stole ol S01.11h 
Dakota (Stlltf TSIT?) Applicant ·1111ends to subsc~ 10 and resell all forms of ioter-e•change and 1n11a-e1cnonge 

TC97· 1~ tclec:ommunb'lllOOS seMOOS In th.i stnlll oi South Dako!a, lnctuding IOCOI d•al ton11 seMc:es. Message Telephone SeMCe W.Cte DG/19197 07/07(97 
/Vea Telephone &11\.,ce, WAT~o serw:es, lo<t~n n ahange soMC:e. pnvate lffles. bo hnes. occ:ess service, cellular sen,,co, 
local sw,tchMI sorw:e and other S8MC8S and raclllllos of communcabons common carneB and otne en11111111 • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

lnlraslalO Ttleµhooo Company tnc purw.!0!19 47 V ~ C ~t• (e) and 47 CFR S. 201 hn1eby seeks deSignaoon asan ~;,gr1>1e 
lelecommuok:abOns earner willtrn the loc:11 on:h,nge a1ea1 lhal consuMe !Is seMC1l a1ea in South Dakota 1n11as1a1e 
Telephone Company II the fadlllll!S-bHed local 01Cl\O"OO Cdme, p,esenUy PflM<Lng iocal exchange 1elecommu~ll001 

TC97.0,7 se,w:c,s In 1h11 roaio-,g 0J1ctiange, 1n SouUl OakOlil Btadley (784), casttewood (793). Cla1k (532), Fl0<eote (758). Ha.,o (783). 06113,97 07,07/97 
Lake Norder> (785), Waubay (94n Wobater (~5). WIIJow Lake (625) and B,yonl (628) lnl!Bstalo Telephone Company lo 
IS IO'lowlodge. • Ole only comer !Oday provd•llO klC<ll u ehao0e lelecommullleallOns JoMCtts ,n the above ldenunod a,chango 
Ml!AS "'tAII· H8Jl<CI 
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lnletllate Telecommuncallo<'S Coopera~ 111c P11rw1n110 47 USC 2t'6(e) and 47 CFR 5" 201 hereby sukS d~11non 
u an eug,ble telec:4mmun1Cab0ns earner Wlt/1ln lh1 local erch1nge areas lhel constmJte rts wrw:e area in SoU1h Dakota 
lntorsuite Teltcommul'lieabOns Cooperattve is the tacllrt:es-bnod loeal oxcnaoge earner p<esunUy p,ov,ct,ng local erthal!QO 

TC97.078 telocommunlc:abOns serv,ces 111 the lollO'MnQ tt>changes in South Dakota Goodwin (795), Clear La, e (874) Oary (272). 
06/131117 07107/97 

Es!olllne (873), Brandl (876), Aslona (832) To,onto (79'). West Hen<lnclts (479), Elillon (5'2) White (629) 8roo""'9S Rural 
(693), S#1a1 (826), Nunda/Rutland (586), W1n1WOM (48J) and Cnester (489) Interstate Telecommun1eations Coopera!Ne 
1.0 rts knowledge, m tho onry u11ler today ptOVid"'O local e, change tol1communcab0n1' sonncei; In tho abOve iClenbfied 
e1cha""e areas ~taH HBMCl 

.-....i RMH ~1.1r,e Telephone Company pursuant to '7 USC 21'(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeu des,gna11en as 
an ellg,ble telecommunocatJons ca11,er W!lhm the local etchange areas tnal conslltuta, rts seMCe area rn Soutn Dakota W~st 

TC97·080 
RNer Telephone IS lhe laa141es-ba54!d local erchonge carrier p,esent!y p,OVICl<ng local 111chango telecommu~!!Qfll UMCU 
11 Ille folloMl\o liChanges Bcson (2.U) 8ullalo (37S) CampCroo>. (605-797) wlCI (406 971) Meldaw (788) and Sorum (866) 06116197 07/07/97 

WO'SI. R""8f Telephone to cs knowledge, IS tile only ca=r today p,CMClrng toe.or 11, change tatecommunteabOns seMCes tn lhl' 
abovo ldenbfiod erct,anno aroas IS!JIN H8/KCI 

Slalullne Telecommuorca- Inc pursuant 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 4 7 CFR 5' 201 llerebyn~ks d1tS1gn1bon as an flg!l)Ce 
!elecommulllCabons. earner Wltlwl the local e<change 11eas 11111 con.iriuto rts seMCe area 111 South Dakota S!atolrne is the 

TC97 ·081 lacillUe!>-based local orchange corner prnenUy l)fO'i!Cllng local eichango tolocommun1e.1110ns Sl!MCCS in tho lollowil!Q 06/16197 07/07197 
e.rchanOes Newel (-'5&). Noland {257) and Le<MIOl'I (605-374) end (701-376) St1111ine IO rts knowledge ,s Ille only earner 
toc:tav local uchanne lelecommurucabons HMCM ,n tt,e abOVe ldem.fi:e<I e,chanoe areas (StaN H8'KCI 

Acconl Communrcabons Inc pursuant 10 47 USC 2 14(e) ond 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks desagnallOn as an 11llg1blo 
telecomrnunocwtlOns came, W!lll,n lhe local e, c.hange areas 11111 con111Me ltS seMCe area Accent iS 111, laolilles baSed 

TC97-06l .,, change c,ir~r p,nently p,!Md<ng local eachango telecommu~bOl\s UMCes tne loolowv>g , ., changes Bristol (492) 06/17,W 07.07197 
Oolana (6 :5) Fre<leock (329) Hecla (994) NoM Hecla (701 -992) •no Meflene (887) Acconl 10 ,is knowledge rs tne only 
came, IOdtv orOVld,nn local o• cha""O telecomrnunlcabons SOMCH m thi, abovc, ldenbtl4,d e1t hatv1e areas (S1a11 118/CHI 

J,une, V•"-ll'f(;OOl)l!ra11ve Tel~pnone Comp;iny pur.,uant 10 47 USC 21 4(1) ano 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks des,gnnon 
as an ohg1ble lelocommunica110n1 earner Wllhln the toCDI o~change areH tnat co11,11tut" 1\5 HMCe area ,n South Dakota 
Jamn Valley CooperobVo Telephone Company rs tile racwues-based e, chOnge cor1>11r p,t,5dnUy o<owllng local Olthange 

TC97 08• -- MMCes III lhe rOllowlng e,.e11anott III Soulh Dakota Anoover (211ft) C•aremont 1294) Cotumtn (396) 06 171.1';' 07.07:97 
Concle (382i ~erney (395) Grocon (397). Houghton (a&SJ ano Tutton (897) J . mes Valley Cooperative Telephone Company 
10 ltll knowtedJe. u 1110 only earner toc:tay prO\'ICIJng lo~al e,cllange tolecornmunte11b011s seMCes an tho above rdenllfil,d 
er channe nreH (Stall H8'CHI 

Heatt11nd Communrauons Inc pi,rsuant to '7 USC 21'(e) ano 47 CFR 5' 201 nertby see,, d""Onauon nan et,g-ble 
ttlocornmuntC1110n1 earner w.tntn tno local o•change ftrews 1n111 conslllutu rts soMCe aru an South Dakola Heartland 

TC97-08S Commun1a1:ions .. 111-0 ~based local erth.lnge c:arno,r presenUy D<OYIO'N,J local e , cMng• l!'l!'Cnmmu11tCa110n1 M'MCe, 06 lj 97 OT 07'97 
111 Ule loltow,ng e,c11ang~ 111 South Oa, ota Platte.Geddes (JJ7) Htartlind Communocallens to ilS '1>0Wle<lge rs ti!., onl1 
r.Jlfflt'! la<lay ,,,.,,...,,,v,, locAI •••C/la"'1 .. tfllf'COfflfflllnlCl>bon\ ~-... ,n !hf' Al>ovt! ldrn1,, r>d l'>lhA""f' MUS •StaH H8'CHI 
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Mdslalo Telephone Company, Inc. pursuant to 47 U.S.C, 214(0) und 47 CFR 54.201 he,~by seekS des.fgnaliOI' as an .. 1,g,ble 
to!e¢6ffilj!Ufiieatons earner 'Mdlin 11\v local 11xchange areas 111at COMING is s.ar.ice area In Soutn Dakota Midslllte Telepnone 
Company IS the lacilicies-baS4d focal exchange carrier prosonUy providing focal exchange telecommunlcalions seNlc.os 1n tho 

TC97-086 following e:xdianges n SOu1h Dilkola Academy (726). Delmont (779). Ft ThompsOfJ (24 5) . Gann Valley (293), Kimball (778), 06117197 07/07197 
New Holland (243), Pukwana (894) , Sbckney (732) and Wluie Lake (249) Mids~to Telephone Company, torts knowlooge, 
IS tho ol\ly ca1rio1 today prc,,idlng local exchange telecommunk:nlions seNlcos In the above Identified exchange a,oas (Sll'III 
HBICHl 

Baltic: Telecom Coope1a1111e puriuant to 47 USC 214(•) arid 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks deslgnabon BS an t tlglt>le 
telecommunlcaboMc:.arrlerwehln the focal exchange areas that con.1t1Me its seMCe arH B&lllc Tofocom Cooporoll\le IS tho 

TC97-0S7 facllnio5'basad loc.il , ~change carrier prosenUy pre)Ylding local eJ<Chango telecommulliC1lliOns seMCes 111 the foll;ow,ng 06/17,'97 07/07197 
erchanges 8aft>C (529} and Crooks (543) Baille Telecom Coopa1a1111e, to as knowledge, is lhe only earner tO<lay p,o'Vld,ng 
focal oxthaMo telKommunlclllion& IOMCOS !n !ho aboYo lden~fte<I oi~h!lnao are;,s !Stall HB/KCl 

TC97-088 

East Plains Telecom, Inc pursuant to 47 U,S.C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks deslgnaDOn as an el,glbfe 
telocommunlcalions '°anier W!lhln the local e.tchange areas that conslltute IIS service area Eait Pl.ilns Telecom, Inc. rs the 
raciliUes-based local erchango c:arnor presenl!y p1CMCIJng local e, chanoe 11,1ecommunlclltions services rn the foUowing 06117197 07/07197 
exchanges Alcester (,934), HUOSOII (984), llnd East Hudson (712-982). East Plains Telecom, Inc , lo tts knowledge. is me onfy 
earner lodav 01ovld111n local e,ccha.nne telecommunieaaons sel'IIIC.es .n the abov11 ldenDfied ercl)anno areas fSta!f· HBIKCJ 

Wutern Telephone Company purauant to 47 USC. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54201 he1oby seeks des,gnalion as an ehgll>fe 
telocommunlc:ations carrier~ the foc31 erchange areas that conslllllle ils serw:e area in South Dakot.o Western Telephone 

TC97-0S9 IS tho fadl.cies-based local e•change carrlor presenl!y prOVldrng local exchange telocommuoicaDOns seMCet in the IOllow,ng 06117197 07/07197 
exchanges: Ctesbald (324), Faulkton (S98l and Orient (392) . Western Telephone, to 'Its knowtedge. is the onfy carrier !Oday 
0tollld1M local erchnMO 1eleeommu111C11tions seMteS in lhe above klennfted oxchanne :11eas. 1Stalf· HBll(CI 

Stoekholm-Strandburg Telophono Company pursuan t to 47 U S.C 21 4(0) ond 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks deslgnaoon as 
an ollg!bto telecommunicauons earner Within the focal tw:hange areas that constlluto ii$ selllico area in SoUl/l Dakota 

TC97·090 
Stoclcholm IS !he laci11Je$.b3sod local eJchange earner presently p!OVlding local e.;chaone telocommunieat>ons HMCes ln tho 06, 17197 07/07197 
tollow,ng erchangos in South Dakota· Stocldlolm.strandburg (676, ROVlllo (623) :ind South Shore (756) Stockholm. to 11$ 

knowledge, Is tho onrv carrier today provxling focal e1.ch311ge torocommunlcabOns serA<:es in tno abOVo tdenaflttd erchange 
areas !Stall· H81KCI -
Kenneboc Tolophont1 Co pursuant to 47 U.S.C 2t4(o) arid 47 CFR S4 201 hereby Holts des,gnalion as an eligible 
torecommunlcations carrier Within tho local exchange areQ that cons111u1e its ser.Ace area In SoUl/l Dakota Kennebec 

TC97.092 Telephone Co. cs the faciities-baM!d l?Cal exchange carrier p1esenl!y providing focal e«hange tofecommunlcations semces 06/ 18197 07/07197 
.., Ult. ;;,IIOlwlg exchanges: Kennebec (869) and Presho (ll!IS). Kennebec Telephone Co •• lo Its knowledge. Is the only C:Clniif 
tO<lav orollldlnq local orcha-o tofocommunlcaliOns serv'ces In the above Identified uchanae areas !Stall. HB/CHI 

Jellerson Telephone Co , Inc. pUI$uan1 to 47 U S.C 21, (0) and , 1 CFR S4.201 he.roby &eeks designation as an el,grble 
telecommunications came, within the focal erchange areas that c:ons!Jtuto ii$ seMCe area In South Dakota Jellerson 

TC97 093 Telephone Co , Inc Is the facllllios-basod local o•change carrier p<esenUy p<ovtefing local exchange telecommunicallGns 06118197 07/07197 
serllioes in the fOIIOY,"'lj exchange· Jellorson (966). Jellerson Telephone Co., ::.~ .. tc its knowledge. rs the only carrier ~Oday 
a,ovldinn local eJchll•Mo •oforomn,unlcatior,~ serlrlc:ll!s ,n tho above ldentfiOd orchanne areas IStaH HBJCHI 
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TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97.096 

TC97.ot7 

TC97 09S 

TC97-~9 

Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperoove, Inc pursuant 10 47 USC 21 4(0) end 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks des1gn0110n as an 
ellglble telocommunicallons c-art14tt W!lhln lhe locol e1change oreos lhol const11ul0< 11:S sennce area Sully Buttel T&lephone IS 
1h11 laoh~es.bauel local elthllljlo earner piHently piovid,ng local '"hange Ctlecommu111ea11ons IOMCes on the lollowlng 
orduln{les West Onida (264), H4chcock (266). Seneca (436). Tolstoy ('42) Ona II.a (447) W ess,ng1on (458), Lang lord (493) 
ROShott (537). Tulare (596), H9hmore (8$2), Harrold (875) Roo Heigl\!$ (!Ml) Hovon (948) Blunl (962) aoo East Onida (973) 
Sully Buttes Telephone to cs rtno,,,tedge, ,s Ille only earner !Oday P,OVldlflO local uchonge leltcommun,c;abons seMCes ,n the 
above Iden. ,ed a.change areas !Stan HBICH 

Vonluru Communleabons Inc pursuan110 47 USC 21 4(e) ano 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks des,gnanon as an cl,g1ble 
1etecommurw.a11<>ns earner wrtlun lhe local erchango areas mat cons~tute ots service aru Venture Commun,c;ol>Ons IS lhe 
lacrl,bU·baHd tocal e,change earner l)fesenuy prowlong loall e1change telecommuNCallOns seMCes on 1114' lollO'IMQ 
exchanges Onida (258), Bowdl& (285), Rosco. (287) P~rponl (325). Brmon (44 8) . Brr.ton ND (701-443) Rl>Slyn (486) 
W9'Slllgt0n Spnogs (539) Selby (6-49) Gortysburg (785) aoo Lebanon (768) Vofllturo CommunocatJOns tons knowtodgo r. 
the only c.irnor loday pio-.'ICl,ng '°'al e1chang11 t111ecommun1uti0ns seMe~ 1n !he abovu rdenbfied e,dlange arens (SlllM 
HBICH 

SANCOM, Inc pursuant ID 47 USC 21 4M and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks des,gnallOn as an et,glbllttereco,nmunlcauoni 
ca,no, Wllhin 1110 loul e,ehange a,eas I/Wt cons111u1e 115 H""'11 area In Soulll Dali.~la SANCOM IS me l~based local 
ea:ehange carnet preser,lly pr<MClng local el<Cllange lelecommu~tions seMCes tt> Ille loUow,ng ettMnges 111 South Dakota 
Wolwy (883), Parkston (928) and Tripp (93S) SANCOM, 10 rts know1adge, ~ u,o only carno, !Oday prov,aing locur c • change 
1e1ecommu_rlic:1Dons HMCH ,n_u,e11bov11__1denbtl,id ~•th•nn• Qr,~ - ~ _IJltt ~81<:_ 

Sanbom Telephone CooperobVt pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 ~oreby aeek.s des,gnation as an el,g,ble 
tolecommunlcations earner Within 1h11 loelll exchang11 areas Chai con11~u10 n~ seMCe area 1n South Dakota Sanl>Orn 
Tetel)IIOrle o tl1t t.aolllles-bMctd local OJChange c:o11ie1 PfttSenUy P<o11ong local ercflange telecommur,jeatJons seMCe~.,, Ille 
rollowmg e1cha110e1111 SOuth Oalloli Ethan (2.27) 1,11 Vernon al6) Letcher (248) Fo,Mlburg (495) Att11Stan ,~27) 
Woonsocket (79e) and Alpena (8411) Sanborn TelephOne, to t!ll lJlow1odQe tS 1h11 only ,;arnor !Oday PfOVldtnO loc1l e1ch1noe 
telccommu nlcabOns selllius '"lhu_abovl! ldenb~ ,uchanno areas (Staff _HBJCH: 

Bereslofd I~ Tffll)IIOlle Co l)UISUJnt to 47 USC 21 4(t') ano 47 CFR 54 201 herer,y seeks des,gnauon as an el,g,bfe 
telecommun1eauons came, wllhon the locol e, cnnnge areas 111a1 cons1>1ute 11s seN1Ce area III Souu, Dakola Bereslord Toi 
IS the faolllios-bas.oo locnl c•Changn C11111er preset1Uy pioVldrng local t 1thang11 lolocommun,cobons servrcc~'" lhe lollow,ng 
e, change Btreslord (763) 8ereslo,d Tel 10 ns know1edge ,a lhe only t amer today PfOVld,ng loul e , cha"ije 
telecommun,cauons HMCe;. WI me above tdenufled ,.,cMnge arus __ (Staff HB-1<C 

Robet1S County T8lephone CooporoDYO A$$o0a110n pu1$Unn110 47 USC 21 4(e) and ,47 CFR 54 201 Mreby socks dO'S)l)MtJOn 
as an eligible telecommun,,:at>Ont ,;ame, W11hor1 ,,.~ local "><hango 1•01 lhal cgrutllulc 111 wro'ICI! area Roberts Counl'( 
Telephone Coopet.»lllle ~IIOn IS the laCIMl!e-, WS..'<1 IOC• I e, change ca, no, P<"enUy P<OVldlllO local tu change 
101ocommun,cu00ns soMCeS WI lllt> lo&ow,ng e, Cl\a1'gea I\ , Ith New Etf,ngton, ND (701-634), New EtMgton (6371 and Cll110 
City (652) Rot>e1b County Tfllepho"c Cooporauvo Alsocw ,on lo ltt know1eoge iS the oniv carnur 1oday PfCMCltng local 
t-• ch•nge rell'eommuroeatiaM ,,.Me~ on th<' 3bovll ldenbf!NI e, chano@ a,ra$ !Stall HB-1<C 
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RC Commulllca~ons, Inc pu11uan1 10 4 7 U SC 214(0) and 4 7 CFR 54 201 heneby $0ek& des,gnabon as an el~lblo 
1olecommunicnt1ons earner Wlllwl 1110 loeal tllldlange a•tM tha1 ~ ii& seMCe area RC Communicalions i'l lhe laolrllOS• 

TC97· 100 
based local exchange carrier p,osently p,OV!drng local exchange lelec:ommunlealions S<!MeeS In tho lollow,ng e,ch11nga 06/19197 07,07197 
North Veblen. NO (701-l!l4), Wllmol (938). PeO'oote (832) , Voblan (738) and SWT1rnil (3911) RC CommunicalioM IO IIS 
knowlodgo, ,s lho only carrtor loday prolridrng local N ch1ngo lelecommur&<·atkms sor*os ,n tho above ldenbnad exclhonge 
areas ISrnH HB/KCI 

Splllroc~ Properties. Inc pumuan1 10 '7 USC 2 14(• ) and 47 CFR f>.c 201 ho1eby seok5 detlgnatiOn as All el,g•ble 
telecommunieauons earner v.llhtn lhe local e•cha111ge areas lh•1 consirtu1e Its Sor.IC" area In South Dakota Si:,lrtrock 

TC97-101 
Propen,es. Inc is lhe laclrt:os·buo<l local erchange c:11uner piuonlly p,OV!dlllQ local wrcMnge LolecommunicabOns ser«fl 06/19197 07/07'97 
tr1 lt,e lollow!ng erch:angas In South Oa~oto Howarcl/C1rth1110 (772) and Oldh1m1Ramoo1 {4112) Spl,lrocl( Propertl'Os. Inc 
10 !IS k.nowtoo~"' iS tho only carrier today J)fOV!dlnQ local t Y_th3ngo IOl&c:ommunlut>ons sorv,cu In the 11bove ldentifiod 
oxehanne area. 1S1aN H8/KCI 

.pltrock Telecom CooperaM. IIICs pursu111110 47 USC 214(• ) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby ueks detlgneliOn as an ebglb!e 
1etocommunlclloons. carrier wnhon the roc•I orchang,e 11eas thal con$Ulu1e lls serke area Splitr~ k Telecom Coopera11vo. 

TC97- t02 
Inc ls lhe locdilles-based local exehango carrier piesenUy r:oviding l~al exchange telecommunlcabons seMces In the 06tl9J97 07(07(97 
rollowmg e~changos Brandon (582) and Garretson (605-594) and (507-597) Spl!Uock Telecom Cooperall\le, Inc , lo its 
knowledge, IS tho only earner !Oday J)fovldlllQ local exchange lelecommunlcanons sor,,lcos in lhe above ldenbfil!d excnango 

1--
areas ISt11N HM< Cl 

Tri-County Telecom, Inc pursuant 10 47 USC 2 14(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hor&by seek$ designation as an ebgiblo 
1a1ecommunlcaoon, 1,411101 W1thln the ICKill 01ch1noo arou 1h11 ,0Mt11u10 11s sor.ik;c arH 111 So111!1 Oftl<!l!@ T'l·CQunty 

TC97, t05 
Telecom Inc IS tho faalrties-bn511d loeal i,xchango rcarrlor J)!osenUy J)!ollid,ng local oxohango 1e1ecommunlca110ns 50,w:es 06(19197 07/07187 
in Ille lollOWlng erchangos In SoU1h Oa.kota Clay1on (1125) and Emery (443) Tit.County Tolecom. Inc., to its knowledge, ,s 
tho only Cl!"TUI' 10d:1y P•ovicl!nO local orchongo tolecommunleob0n5 serAc.os in the above odenbfied erehange areas (Stall 
HBICHl 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

U S WEST Communocn1>ons Inc tiled 101 nPl)<oval by the Com"""10n lho Type I Paging .Agreement b(!rween KJAM Mobile 
Pll\)llg and U S WEST "1"his AQteemeot was re-aeht!d lhtough vollll'lluy negoontiOos 'MUloot rosort to medJat>on or ubttrat>on 
and Is submmed for app!oval pu15uant to SoCllOn 25.2(0) of 11\e Communacat>on1 Act of 1934, 85 amended lb'( the 

TC97-079 T elecommun1cobons A ct or 1996 KJAM Mobdo Pag;ng aoo U S WEST further requeil 1no1 Ille CommJulon apJ)!OVe this 06/16197 07/07197 

AQreoment WllhoU1 a heanng and Wllhoul allc,,.,lng Ille rnlo!Venlion of olher parllu Because this AQreoment wos reached 
lhtoUl)h w!untary negoca11ons, • doeS not rakSe &ues roqulring a nurtoo and does no1 concern ou,er parties not a pa,1 ol lhe 
n-otiabOns E• .,...-_us &""'oval woul<l further Iha "''lllic 1111011111 • 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

TC97-082 
US WEST CommunlCllbOns filfl<I mntl shoe!$ that r,move relorences 10 o, chall!)tS 111>01 have been sol<l by US WEST The 
sale was elfoctNe June I , 1997 In ackllOon tllis r\llno lflc:ludtt $Om• te.•1 c:hangn and ctcan up 1toms US WEST hR~ 06/17197 NA 
,-uMto<l nn ~tfocuw dAI~ ol June 1 19117 lor this IIIIM fS1all OJlt'H\ 

PAGE !>OF 6 



FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA I East Pl/lln~ T~l~c9m Inc ori Junf! !l. !997 l NA l NA 

lfl'ipetl,t•Nlltk-• r .... c. .. ,.,... -~•WtA~H,_ ,,._,w,..-"'..,...."'*""_.,--..,,.,.,,,,..,~w c~-. .. T..,,.,~.! t.wrrctJMII:.-!•·• ..- .... ~ •• .,.n •• ~.._,,.,,.,.c. , __ 
""" tot, ,, ) ll08 
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S~Va4ota 
Public Utilities Commission 
SQ~ Cap,1ol Build111s- SOO Ea$1 Ciq,ltol Av- Pierre. South Dakota S7SOl-5070 

October 1. 1997 

Mr Richard 0 . Coit 
EJtecutive Oiredor 
SOITC 
P. O. Box57 
Plem:. SO 57501 

RE· EJ,gible Telecommunicalions carrier applicabOn, TC97 -097 
Sanbom Telephone Cooperetnre 

Dear Mr.Coil 

The above-referenced appbcation hu been reviewed by the Slaff of the Public U1ifities 
CommasSK>n. The following additional information ls needed in otder for the Commission to 
consider 1h1s apphcatiOn· 

1 Pursuant l o 47 C.F.R. S4.101(a)(4), single-party service or its functional equivalent must 
be made avallable by an Eligible Telecommunications Cerrier (ETC) to receive Ullivefsal 
service support mecl\anlsms. Does the above-referenced company have this se,vlce? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C F.R. 54..COS and 5'1 .4 11, LlfaGne and Link Up services must be made 
avaUable by an ETC to qualifyit)g low-income consumers. Does the appbcant company, u 
referenced above. make these services available to qualifying consumers? 

3 Please provtdt a verification by an authoru:ed officer, under oath, to the Commt$slon in 
wt-.ch the appllcAnt raprltHnla to the Commission that lhe facts stated in the Requeat for ETC 
Desi<;1na1;oo and the response to data request nos 1 and 2, above, are tlvthfut 

Please respond by Oclober 14. 1997 Upon receipt of thi.s information, ii win be evaluated by 
staff and the mailer will be scheduled for consideration by the Commission Thank you for 
your auenlion to this mancr 

Pl.EASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

( ' ~ :a: ... ~ ... 1 
camron Hoseck 
Staff Attorney 

cc Harian Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: I 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOC1ATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RANOAL.L TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97-068 

TC97-069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-077 

TC97-078 

TC97-0SO 

TC97.0S1 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

2 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TI:LEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. TC97-098 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE I TC97-099 
COOPERATIV( ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-100 
I 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) TC97-101 
) 

SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT 
COMPANY 

TELEPHONE TC97-113 

BRlDGEWATER~ ANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY I 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE 
COMPANY 

TELEPHONE TC97-117 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-121 
) 

l 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DIBIA ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. D/B/A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

lhe South Dakota Public Ublrues Commission (Commass,on) received requests from 
the above caphooed lelecommtinicauons companies requesling des1gna11on as eligible 
telecommun1catrons carriers 

The Coomssion electronlCally transm,ued no11ce of lhe filings and the intervention 
deadhnes to anterested 1nd1v1duats and entities. On June 27, 1997. the Commission 
received a PelltlOO to Intervene from Dakota Telecommurucataons Systems, Inc (OTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (OTI) with reference lo ~on Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15, 1997. at rts regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission granted 
mterventaon 10 DTS and DTI an Docket TC97-075 No other Pe1111ons to lnrervene were 
filed 

The Commission has JU(ISdlCllon over this mauer pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1·26 
and 49-31, 1ncludmg 1-26-18, 1-26-19, 49-31 -3, 49-31 -7 49-31-7 1, 49-31-1 1, and 47 
USC § 214(eX1) through (5) 

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows ( 1) whether the above captioned 
tetecommunacataoos companies Should be granted des1gnat1on as ehgable 
lelecommun1ca11ons earners. and (2) what service areas shall be eslabhshed by the 
Comm1ss1on 



A hearing shall be held at 1:30 P.M . on Wednesday. Novembe! 19. 1997. in Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota. It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26. All partfes have the nght to be present and to be 
represen1ecl by an attorney These rights and other due process rights shall be forfened 
if not exerosed at the hearing If you or your representative fail to appear at the tfme and 
place set for the hearing. the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence prOV1ded. if any, during the hearing or a Final Oeci,;1on may be issued by default 
pursuant to SOCL 1-26-20 After the hearing the Commission will consider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented al the heanng. The Commission will then enter Findings 
of Fact. CoociustOOS of Law, and a Final Decision regarding this matter As a result or this 
hearing. the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the aoove 
captioned telecommunications companies requesting designation as an eligible 
telecommunications earner. and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
teleconimun1cat1ons carriers. The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Circuit Cour1 and the state Supreme Cour1 as provided by law It is therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the ttme and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommunications companies should be 
granted designation as eligible telecommunications carriers. and the Commission shall 
eslabltsh service areas for eligible lelecommunicat1ons earners 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Ad. this hearing 1s being held 1n a 
physically accessible location Please contad the Publtc Utihltes Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours pnor to the hearing rl you have special r:eeds so arrangements 
can be made lo accommodale you 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this 

CEltTIFlCA Tf! OIF SERVICE 

· ri 7 day or November 1997 

av ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARO. JR 
Executive 01recior 
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FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
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VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
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1 

2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 



l 

2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 



s 

1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 
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A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 
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in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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2 

25 

The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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2 

3 

s 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 
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1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 
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3 

)2 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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2 

J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 



1 

2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 



S5 

1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 



. • Lifeline and Link Up, they have to advertise this 

60 

2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 
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l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 
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l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

77 

require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 
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based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 
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~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION TC 9 7 -o 9 7 
1 FCEIVEO 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN T HE MATfF.R OF THE REQUEST OF ) 
SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPF.RATl \ 'E ) 
FOR DF.SICNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE l 
TF.L.ECOMMUNICA TlONS CARRIER ) 

RI QUF,ST FOR ETC 
DESIGNATION 
ll0CKF.T TC97-

U' " 1997 

I\ PUBLIC 
' '!SSION 

Sanborn Telephone Cooperat1\·c ( .. Sanborn Telephone") pursuant to 47 Unucd Ute- Code 
Sccuon 21 -l(e) :ind -17 Code of Federal Regulation~ Section 54.201 hereby seeks from the Pubhc 
Utilities Commis~ion ("Commission") dcsignruion as an "eligible 1clccommu111c:111ons carrier" 
w11hm the local exchange ureas thDI constitote its scn•1cc area in South D3kota. In suppon of1h1s 
request, Sanborn Telephone offers the followmg: 

Pur,uant 10 -1 7 U S.C Sc:c11on 2 I 4(e). II ,s the Commission ·s rcspons1b1l11y 10 dcstgnatc local 
c~ch;mge earners l"LECs'1 ai. "eligible 1ckcommumca11ons earners" ("IITCs'·). or 10 other 
words, to determine wl11ch LECs have n.uumcd univcrsnl service obligauons consistent "1th 
the federal law and should be deemed chg1bk 10 receive fcdcrJI univcrs:sl S(.'fVicc suppc>n 
At Jca.51 one eligible 1clccornrnunica1ions carrier is to be dcsignJtcd by the Commission for 
each scn •iec area in the State. However. 10 the case: of areas served by "rur.ll telephone 
companies ... the Commission may 1101 designate more than one LEC os an ETC "ithout first 
findmg that such additional designation would be m the public int=t. Under 47 CFR 

l'<'l1on S-1.201. bcgmmng Jru1Uury I. 1998. only 1elccommunicat1ons carriers th111 h:ivc 
rs'CCI\ cd designation from the commission to serve as an eligible tc.lccommu111ca11ons carritr 
"•thin their service n= \\ ill be eligible to rrce1\'e federal universal sen ,ce suppon. 

2. Sanborn Telephone 1s the fac1lit1cs-b:1.~cd local exchange carrier presently pro,•1d111g loc!il 
e,~thange telecommunications scn•iccs m the following exchanges in South Dakota 

F,X~!-fA~~E l::!KX 
Ethan 227 
Mt Vernon 236 
Letcher 248 
Forc:stburg 495 
Anc:sian 527 
WoonS-OCkct 796 
Alpena 849 

Sanl>orn Telephone 10 its knowledge is the only c;imcr today providing local exchange 
1clccommunic11tions services in the above idcntincd exchange areas. 

3. Sanborn Telephone, m acconJ w11h 47 CFR Section 54.101 o!Tcrs the folio"~"& local 
exchange tclccommunica1ions scn ·1ccs to all consumers throughout its strvice arc-.i: 

a. Voice grade access to the public switched network ; 
b Local exchange service including an wnount of local usage free of per minute chnrgcs 

under n flat ratlld local service package and as pan of .i measured local service 

o!Tenng; .i!~-----~ 
c Dual tone multi.frequency signaling Ill no additional charge; 
d Access 10 emergency scf\•ices such n.s 91 1 or enhanced 9 11 public services; 



. , e Acccs~ to opcrntor services; 
f. Access to intcr-c:xchnnge service; 
g. Access to directory 3SSistancc, and 
h Toll blocking scf'•icc 10 qualified low-income con.wmcrs. 

As noted above, Sanoom Telephone docs pronJc toll lirnitaticm scr,~cc in the form of toll 
block.Ing 10 qunlifying consumers. however, the additaonal toll lirm1a11on SCl"\"tcc of·101J control" 
as defined in tbc new FCC uni,•ersnl service rules (47 CFK S«-1ton 54 400(3)) ts not pro,idcd 
Sonbom Telephone is not aware that any local exchange carrier in South Dakota has a current 
capabilrty 10 provide such scNicc. Toe FCC gave no indication pnor to the rclcnsc. of ns 
univc:rs.il SCl"icc order (FCC 97-157) that toll control would be imposed as an ETC service 
requirement and, to our information nnd bclrcf. as a result. LECs nn11om,; c1e arc not ('OS11toncd 10 
rm ke the sel"·1ce 11nmed1a1ely :S\'atlablc. In order for Sanborn Telephone to provide this scrv1c~ . 
.1dJ111onal us,ge tracking and storage capabilities w,11 ha,·c 10 be installed m its local s" itching 
l'(jUtprncnt. At a minimum. thi~ \crvice requires n switching soO\\ nrc upi;radc and at this trml:' 
Sanborn I elcphone 1~ 111vcs11gaur.g and allcmpting 10 dcterrmnc whether the nccess;iry sofh,arc 
h:is hl.-cn ,lc,cloix'<I, :ind when it might hccornc available 

t\cconlmgly. S.u1born ·relephonc is raced '"'h cxcq,tional c1rcums1anccs canccmini; 11S ab1hl) 
10 make the 1011 control service nv:uloblc llS sct forth m the FCC's um versa I SCI" tec rules nnd 
must request a "a1vc:r from the requirement 10 provide such service:. 1\t th1s time, n wJi\cr for n 
pcnod or one yc.1r is requested Pnor to the end of 1hc one-year pcnod. Sanborn Tdcphonc " 111 
rcpon back 10 the Commission w11h spccilic information mJ1c.i1mg when the necessary ncl" or\. 
upgrades can be made and the sen,icc can be made available 10 assist low-mcomc customers 
The Commission m.;1 properly 8flllll a waiver from the "toll control" requirement pur5u:in1 to J7 
CFR 5,1 IOl(c) 

4 . Sanoom Telephone has previously and will continue to ndvcrusc nc ;iv:ulabrlrty of its local 
c~ch.iniic services in media of general distnhuuon throughout 1h, exchange nre.is 11 SCI" cs. 
Pnor 10 1h1s filing, Sanborn Telephone has not 1!Cf1Crolly advcni11ro the prices ctwgcd for JII 
of the scf"•rc<-S 1dcrit11icd above II will do so on a gomg forward ba.<1s m ttccordancc \\Ith 
any specific advcn1smg stand:mls that the ,nmmrss1on may develop 

S Das«l on the forcgorng. Sanhorn T clcphonc respectfully rc-iucsts th.II the Cornmrssion 

a Grant .i temporary \\W\'c:r of the requirement 10 provide "toll control" scrv1:c: 

b. Grant n ETC dcs1gno1Jon 10 Sanborn Telephone co,·cring all of the local c.;changc llmlS 

1h01 constnute its present service area w1th1n South Dakotn. 

Ontcd 1h1s I 811, day of June. I ?'J7 
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October 9, 1997 

Camron Hos.-ck, Staff Attorney 
SD Public IJuliucs Commission 
Sllltc C;ipitol Building 
500 Ells1 C1pitol ,\ vc. 
Prenc. SD S7S0I-S070 

SANBORN 
TELEPHONE 

COOPERMIVE 

Rf.: Eligrblc Telccommunicn11ons C:imcr applicntion, TC97-097 
Sanborn Telephone Cooperative 

Oc:ir Mr. Hoseck: 

RECEIVED 
OCT 1 0 1997 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLJC 
UTILITIES COMMISSIO N 

The following mfomtation 1s in response to your letter of October I, 1997, rcgJtJing Ilic aho,c 
rcferrnccd docket: 

I. Sunbom Telephone Cooperative ofTcrs only single-pany scn•icc to its customers. No pany
linc scn•1cc is availnblc. 

2. SJnbom Telephone Cooperative does not currently offers Lifeline Md Link Up scn'iccs 
within its exchanges. but v,itl do so '1S required by the FCC rules 47 CFR 54.40054.417. 
m31cc the established discount programs nvailable 10 its qunlifying low-inoomc customers 
hcginning Jnnulll)' I. 1998. It is our understanding thnt while pro,•iding the Lifeline Md Link 
Up services is :i requirement imposed on ETC's pursuMt to 47 CFR 54.40S and S4.4 l I. it 1s 
not ac1unlly o precondition which must be met before ETC status crut properly be grunted b)· 
the Commission. 47 CFR 54. 10 I which lists the service obligntions llut must be met before 
a c:UTkr can receive federal univcrsnl service suppon docs not spccilkally reference Lifclin~ 
and Link Up ~en ices. 

l f you hnvc any questions, please contact me. 

'

,. l ·XNIIIT 

..2,.., 



Richard W. Johnston. being firs1 duly sworn, suite: that I am lhc General Manager for lhc 
rcspnndang part)', thnt I ha.s n:-.id the initi:il ETC :ipphcallon 11nd lhc for~"j!Olllg. ;ind the same ,s 
true 10 my own b,-st knowledge, infonnation :ind belier. 

Subscribed 11nd sworn before me thts 9"' day of OetobcT. 1997 

Nomry Public. Sruibom County 
Sutc of South Dnl<ota 
My commi~ion erpircs: 4,..1 N ).® I 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY ) 
SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE FOR ) 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

' INDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-097 

Oro June 19. 1997. 1he Public Uhhhes Comm,ss,on (Comm,ss,on) recerved a request for 
des,gnat,on as an ehglble lelecommunicahons earner (ETC) from Sanborn Telephone Cooperative 
(Sanborn Telephone) Sanborn Telephone requested desionatron as an ehg1ble lele<:ommunicatrons 
carrier wrth,n the local exehange areas tha1 consh1u1e ,ts service area 

The Commission electronically transm,ued nohce of 1he fihng and the ,n1ervent1on deadltne 
to interested ,ndiv,duals and enh!1es No person or entity fi!ed to tnlerv&ne By order dated 
November 7. 1997. the Comm,sst0n set 1he heanng ror lhts mane, for 1 30 pm on November 19. 
1997. In Room 412. Stale Cap,101. Pierre, South Dako1a 

The heanng was held as scheduled Al the heanng. lhe Comm,ss1on granled Saobom 
Telephone a one year warver or lhe reqwemen1 to provide 1011 control service Within rts service area 
At ,ts December 11. 1997. mee11ng the CommlSs;on gran1ed ETC designation to Sanborn Telephone 
and designated 11s study area as ,ts service area 

Based on the evidence of re(;O(d, the Comm,ss,on enter~ the following F,nd,ngs of Fact and 
Conclus,ons of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 19, 1997, the Commission received a reque51 for des,g.nat.tOn as an ETC from 
Sanborn Telephone Sanbom TelephOne reques1ed des;gnat,on as an ETC wrth,n the local 
exchange areas that conshtute ,ts servtce area Sanborn Telephone serves the rollowrng 
exchanges Ethan (227), Mount Vernon (236). Letcher (248) Forestburg (495). Attes,an (527), 
Woonsocket (796). and Alpena (849) EJ<h1b1t 1 

II 

Pursuan1 10 47 U SC § 214(e)(2), tne Comm,sslOn tS reqwed 10 des,gna1e a common 
earner 1ha1 meets 1he requirements or see1,on 214(e)\ 1) as an ETC for a service area des19na1ed 
by the Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

Pu=nt to 47 U.S C. § 214(e}(1), a common earner that Is des,gnaled as an ETC is eltgtble 
to rececve urwersal seMCe support and shaB, th!OYghout ,ts service area, offer the services that are 
supported by federal universal serv,ce support mechanisms either us,ng ,ts own faotmes or a 
combinat,on of ,ts own faciltlies and resale or another came( s services The came, must also 
adven,se the avatlabd,ty or such serv,ces and the rates for the services using med,a ol general 
dtstnbution 



IV 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated the foUOWtng seNtces Of 

funclionalrues as !hose supponed by federal universal se,vlce suppor1 mechanisms ( 1) voice grade 
aocess to the public switched ne!wof11; (2) local usage: (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or i1s 
lunctiol)al equal; (4) single party service or !ls functional equivalent, (5) access to emergency 
services; (6) uccess to operator services; (7) access to lntere.wchange service: (8) access to 
directory assistance, and (9) toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R, § 
54.101(a). 

V 

As par1 or Its obligatJons a.s an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Lifeline and Link 
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers 47 C F.R. § 54.405; 47 C F,R § 54 4 11. 

VI 

Sanborn Telephone offers vo,ce grade access to the public switched networil to all 
consumers tllrougt1ou1 its service area. Exl'lib1t 1. 

VII 

Sanborn Telephone offers local exchange service including an amount or local usage free 
of per minute Charges lo all consumers throughout its service area. kj. 

VII I 

Sanborn Telephone offers dual tone multi-frequency signaling to au consumers throughout 
its service area kl 

I)( 

Sanborn Telephone offers single party service to all consumers throughout its service area. 
Exhibll 2 

X 

Sanborn Telephone offers access to emergency services to all consumers throughout its 
se,v1ce area. Exhtbit 1 

X.1 

5.lnbom Telephone offers access to opera1or services 10 all consumers throughout its 
se,vice area kl 

XII 

Sanborn Telephone offers access lo lnterexchange services lo all consumers throughout lt.s 
service area. !!I 

XIII 

Sanborn Telephone offers access to directory ass,stance to all consumers tllrougl'loul its 
service area kl 

2 



XJV 

One of the serv,ces required 10 be provided by an ETC lo qualifying low-Income consumers 
1s toll limitation 47 C.F R § 54 101(a)(9) Toll l,mrtat,on consists of both toll btoc:Jung and toll 
control. 47 C F.R. § 54.400(d) ToU control is a soMce that allows consumers to specify a certain 
amout1t of toll usage that may be ,named per mo01h or per bllhng cycle. 4 7 C F R. § 54 400{c). Toll 
blodung is a service that lets consumers eleci not to allow the complett0n of outgOlng toll calls 47 
C F.R. § 54.400(b). 

xv 
Sanborn Telephone offers toll blodung to an consumers tt,roughout ns service area E.xlubit , . 

XVI 

Sanborn Telephone does not cooently offer toll control Isl In Ofder f0< SanDOm Telephone 
to p10VK1e toll conllol, additional usage tracking and storage capabilities wlll have to be installed In 
,ts local switching equipment Sanborn Telephone ,s attempbng to determine whether the 
necessary software has been developed and when ,t might become available Isl 

XVII 

Sanborn Telephone stated that ,t Is faced wrth exceptional circumstances concerning its 
abdlty to make toll control service available and request&d a one year waiver from 1he requirement 
lo provide such service. Ill Poor to the end of the one ye3r period. ~nbom T elephooe wtU repon 
bacx to the Commission with specific ,nformation indieatlng when the nelwOtlc upgrades can be 
made In Ofder to provide ton control Ill 

XVIII 

Wrth respect to the obugalJOn to advelllSe the avaaatiarty of seMces supponed by the federal 
universal service support mechanism and the cha111es for thOse seMces us.ng media of general 
dislribution. Sanbom Telephone suited that 11 advef1lses the avallabdi!y of Its local eitchange seMCes 
n media of general dlsll'ibu!Jon throughOut its servtee area. However, Sanborn Telephone llas not 
generally advert,sed the prices for lhe$e services Isl Sanborn Telephone staled its Intention to 
CO<nply wrth any advertising standards developed by the Commission. .1st 

XIX 

Sanborn Telephone does not currently offer Lifeline and Link Up service discounts tn Its 
exchanges. Exhibit 2- SanbOm Telephone wtll offer tne UfeJ,ne and Ltnk Up service dlSCOUnts in 
au of its serv-ce area begiruug January 1, 1998. in accordance wtlh lt7 C.F R. §§ 5".400 lo 54 lt17. 
inclusive, and any Commission ,mposed requirements E.xhtbtt 2 

x.x 

The eom,,,.ss,on finds thal Sanborn Telephone aJITel1t/y prtMOeS and WIii coniwue to provide 
the following services or functionalities throughout ,ts service area (1) voice grade access to the 
public switched networ1t, (2) local usage. (3) dual tone mut11-frequeocy signaling, (it) smgle-party 
service; (5) access to emergency services. (6) access to operator services. (7) access to 
interexchange service, (8) access to dlrectQIY assistance, and (9) toll bloc/dog for qualifying Jow. 
ncome consumers. 

J 



XXI 

The Commission finds that pursuan1 to 47 CF R. § 54 101(c) It will grant Sanborn Telephone 
a waiver of the requirement t.o offer loll conlrol services until December :11, 1998 The C01T1m1nlon 
finds lhat except,onal circumstances prevent Sanborn Telephone from providing toll conirol at lhis 
11me due t.o the di fficulty in ob1a1n1ng the necessary software upgrades 10 provide the service. 

XXII 

The Comm,sslon finds that Sanborn Telephone intends to provide U felane and Lrnk Up 
programs to qualdy,ng customers lhrooghout its sel'\'lce area consislent wit.h state and federal rules 
and orders. 

XXJII 

The CommiS5K>fl rinds that Sanborn Telephone shall advortise the avallab1hty or the serv,ces 
supported by the federal urwersal service support mechanism and the charge5 therefor throughoul 
Its ser.nce area using media or general distribution once each year. The Commission further finds 
lhcf cl the rate for arry of the serkes supported by the federal universal service support mechanism 
changes. the new rate must be adven1sed using media or general d1stnbutlon.. 

XXIV 

Pursu.nt to 47 USC § 214{e)(5), the CommtsSIOtl designates Sanborn T elephone's current 
study area as its seMce area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has 1urisd1c1Jon over thls matter pursuant to SOCL Chaplers 1-26, 49-31, 
and 47 U.S C § 214 

u 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C § 214(e)(2). lhe Commission Is requar, J to designate a common 
earner thal meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Comm,ssaon 

Ill 

Putsuanl to 47 U S.C. § 214(e)(1), a common earner that as des,gnated as an ETC Is eligible 
to recerve urwersal service support and shall, throughout ,ts service area. offer the services tha t are 
supported by federal unrversal service support mechanisms e,lher usillg Its own faoll11es or a 
comblnallon or 11s own f1calities and resale or ano1her carrie r's seMCes The earner mus1 also 
advenise lhe avarlabrl1ty of such services and lhe ra1es for the serv1C4S us,ng medra of general 
d1stnbubon 

IV 

The FCC has des,gnate<I lhe followtng servteeS or funct,onallties as those supporte<I by 
federal univeml service support mechanisms (1) vo,ce grade access to the public swilche<I 
neiwor1<: (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mul1i-lreq1Jency signaling or rts fundlonal equal. (4) single 
party service or rts funct,onal equ,va.tent: (5) access to emergency services. (6) access 10 operator 
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sel'V!ces, (7) access to interl!Jtchange service; (8) access to directo,y assistance, and (9J tOII 
ltmitatJOn for qualtlymg low·1ncome consumers 47 C F R § 54 101(a) 

V 

A5 part of its obl1ga11ons as an ETC, an ETC 1s required to make available llfehne and Link 
Up services 10 quallty,ng low-income consumers 4 7 C F R § 54 405. 47 C F R § 54 411 

VI 

Sanborn Telephone has met the requirements of 47 CF R § 54 101(a) with the eltception 
of lhe ablhty to offer 1o8 conlrof Pursuant to 47 C F.R § 54 101(c) . the Commission conclud" that 
Sanborn Telephone has demonstrated eltceptional orcumstances that Justify granting ,1 a waiver of 
the requirement to offer toll control until December 31, 1998 

VII 

Sanborn Telephone shall provide llfeline and U nk Up programs lo qualifying customers 
throughou1 ,ts servtce area cons,stent with state and federal m ies and orders 

VIII 

Sanborn Telephone shall advenise the avauabd,ty of 1he sen,,ces ,wpponed by the federal 
u111Versal service support mechanism and the charges thereror using med,a of general d l!.lnbuUon 
once each year. II the rate for any of the services supported by the federal untvetsal serv,u suppon 
meciiamsm changes, lhe new rate shall be adven,sed usmg media of general d,stnbuuon 

IX 

Pursuant 10 47 U.S C § 21 4(e)(S), the Commtss,on designates Sanborn Telephone's current 
study are11 as 11s service area 

X 

The CommisSIOfl designates Sanborn Telephone as an ehg,ble telecommurucations earner 
for ,ts service area 

ll 1s therefore 

ORDERED. that Sanborn Telephone's current study area is designated as ,t.s service area: 
and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Sanborn Telephone shall be granted a wawer o f the requirement 
to offer toll contrOI services unllt Deeember 31, 1998; and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Sanllom Telephone shall follow the advert,s1ng reqwements as 
hS1ed above. and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Sanborn Telephone ,s designated as an el,g,ble 
1etecommunica1tons carrie< for its service area 

5 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that lhls O!de1'. was duly entered on the /?~day of December. 
1997 Pursuant 10 SOCL 1·26-32. I.his Order will take effea 10 days after lhe dale of rece1pl or 
failure 10 accept dehvery of lhe decision t1'f lhe part,es 

Dated al Pierre. South Dakota, this / 7 dday of December. 1997 

OfflCIAI. SEA~ 
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-rt t; 7- tJ 97 
RECEIVED 

LI FELINE AND Ll!liK UP PLA~ 
OF SANBORN TELEPHO~E COO PE RA Tl VE i)£c. <: ~ 1997 

!>OU TH DAKOTA Pl.lBLIC 
The Sanborn Telephone Cooperative submits lhis plan pursuan1 10 -1Y~l:\{'P:sS"9M~~S10N 

Sanborn Telephone Cooperative has been designa1ed as an chg1blc irlccommunic:ations c!inier 
by 1he South Dakota Pubhc U11h11es Commission ("SDPUC") and, il5 such. mus1 make wfcline 
and Lank Up sel'\~ce 11va1lablc 10 qu:ihfying low-income consumers as sci fonh an the 
Commission's Fmal Ort/tr and Dtc1s1011: Nar,ce of Entry of Dumon dated l\ovcmber 18, 1997. 
issued an Docket TC97-1 SO On Jhc Maner of 1hc !nyes11eataon m10 the L1fe]jnc and Ljnlr Up 
Progrnau), which ,s a11ached as E..:hibi1 A, and eons1S1on1 "11h the cmcna cstabli~hcd under J i 
CFR §§ SJ JOO to 54..117, inclusive 

. Gcnenal 

The l, ,rcltnc 11t1d Link IJp programs :us,st qualtlicd low-in..:omc cons,.:mcrs by 
prov1dmg for reduced monthly ch:ugcs illld reduced connection charges for local 
1clcpbone scn·1ce The assistance applies io n single 1elcphone hnc a1 a quah liC'd 
consumer's pnncipal place of residence. 

:! ,\ qualified low-income consumer is a telephone subscnber "ho pnn1cipa1es an at least 
onc of the follov.ing public assistance programs· 

a. Mcd,cmd 
b. Food S1amps 
c: Supplcmc:ntal Sccuri1y Income (SSI) 
d Federal Public Housing Assisuince 
e. Low-Income Home Energy Ass1S1ance Program (LHEAP, 

3 A qualified low-income consumer is eligible to receive either or both L1fchne .lnd 
Link Ur, a.ssisL1ncc. 

4. Snnbom Telephone Coopcra11\c will ad,•enisc lhe availability of L1fchnc and Link Up 
SCI'\ ices and 1hc charges therefore using media of general d1S1ribution :ind tn accord w11h 
:111) rules that may be developed by 1hc SDPUC for apphcn1ion to ehg.iblc 
1clccommunica1ions earners 

5 In add ition. Sanborn Telephone Coopcr1111vc. as required by the F11iul Order a11d 
lkrmo11, Noflce af Enrri• of Dcc,s,un of 1hc SDPUC (l:.lhibn i\). v.111 md1cJle 1n 11·s 
annu.11 repon 10 lhe SDPUC 1he number o( subscnbcrs within 11's service area rccel\'tng 
L1fchnc. nnd/or L.111k Up w ,stance. In tiddition, 1his infonnation will be pro,·ided 10 lhe 
tinh crsal Service ,\dm1111strn11\·c Company ("USi\C") 

6. Information as 10 1he number of consumers qualif),jng for L1 fehnc and/or Link Up 
ass1s1antc cannot currcnll} be pro"idcd by Snnbom Telephone Coopcruu,•c because 11 
has no access to 1hc go,·emmcm infonna1ion necessary to determine how many of its 
1ckphonc subscnbcrs arc pamc1p111ing tn llle above referenced pubhc assis1ancc 



programs. Wuhout this infonruuion. Sanborn Telephone Cooperative c.mnot provide, at 
this tame, even a reasonable estimate or the number of its subseribcl"$ who. after fam,tll)' 
I. 1998. will be r~civmg Lifeline and/or Link Up scl'·icc. lnfonnation llS to the number 
of its low-income subsenbc:rs qu.abfying for Lift:hnc and/or Link Up can be provided 
after applic,uions for Lifeline and Linl Up assislllnCe have been rccel\'CU by Smbom 
Telephone Coopcroth·c. 

7. In accord with the SDPUC's Firiul Ordrr and Decision. N011ce of Errrn• of Dtturorr, 
Sanborn Telephone Coopc.rauvc will make application fonru 3vailahlc to all of its 
existing residential cUStomers, 10 all new eu.stomers when they apply for rcs1dcnual local 
telephone scrv,cc, and to other pcrso115 or en1111cs upon their rcqucsL 

B. Lifrlinr 

I. Lifeline service mClll\S a retail local service orfmng for "'hich qW1hlied 10 .... •mcomc 
consumers pay reduced charges 

2. Lifeline scn~cc includes ,·oice gr.Ide access to the pubhc s...., tcbcd nctwon:. local 
U$l1SC, dual tone multi-frequency signahng or 11$ functional cqu1valcm. smglc·pat,} 
service or its function..! cqua,·alcnt. a:::ccss 10 emergency SttVtC,CS.. access to opcntM 

scrvaccs, a.ccess 10 mtercxchangc scrvicc. access to du«tory assutmcc. and toll 
bmitauon. 

J QWlhlicd lo"·-mcomc subscnbcrs w-t required 10 submu an apphc:uion fonn an order 
10 receive Lafehnc scn<icc. In applying for La feline a.srutancc, the subscriber mUSt ccru(y 
under penalty of pcr:Jury that they arc cuncntly parud pllling an at IC3St one of the 
qunhfying public assistance programs hS1cd an Sccuon A.2, abcl\e In addauon. the 
subscriber must agree to notify Sanborn Telephone Coopcrn11"c "hen they cease 
p.an1c1p:u1ng in lhe qualifying public IISSiStAnec progr.un(s) 

4 The total monthl)• Lifeline credit a,'ailablc to qualified consumers .s S) 25 S:mbom 
Telephone Coopern11,e shall provide the ercdn to qualified ·onsumcrs by applying the 
federal baschne suppon amount of S3SO to "''aivc lhc co .sumcr·s federal End-User 
Common Linc charge :md applying the additional authorncd federal suppon amount of 
Sl.7S as 3 credit 10 the consumc:r·s intrastate local scn,ce rate. The federal haselmc 
suppon amount and additional suppon ava1lablc, totaling SS 25. shaJI reduce S:inbom 
idephone Coopcrutavc·s lowest lllriffcd (or othernis.c gcncnlly avarlablc) rcsidcntilll 
rate for the services listed abo,•c in Sccuon 8.3. Per the anachcd SDPUC Final Order 
und Decmori; No111:c of Entry· of Decmon, the SDPUC has 11uthorucd mtnlStllte rate 
rcducuons for chg.able tclccommun1cauons carriers making the ndd1uonal federal suppon 
:imount of SI 15 •wailablc The SDPUC dad not c,tablish 3 state Lafchnc program 10 fund 
any funhcr rate r~-Jucuons (fahib11 A. Fmdmgs of F:ict VII :md VIII; and Conclusions 
of L:aw It :ind Ill). 



5 Sanborn Telephone Cooperative will not d1seonnec1 subscnhcrs from 1he1r L1fehne 
SCl'\'1cc for non-pa)mrnt of 1011 charge1 unless the SD PUC. pursuan1 10 J 7 CFR § 
54 401 (b)( I), has grlll1ted the company a waiver from the non•d1sconncc1 requirement. 

{,. Exccpl 10 the exteni tha1 Sanborn Telephone Coopcn111vc l,l&ll oblamed a wni,•cr from 
1lic SDPUC pursuam 10 47 CFR § SJ IOl(c). the company sh:ill offer toll hmirnuon 10 all 
qunhfymg low-income consumers "'hen they subscnbc to Lifeline scn·icc If 1he 
subscnbcr tlecis to receive toll hm11a1ion. tha1 service shall become pan of that 
subsc:ribcr 0 s Lifchne scn•icc. 

7. Sanborn Telephone Cooperauvc will not collect a scn·1cc deposit in order 10 imuatc 
Lifehne sen•icc if the qunhfying low-income consumer voluntanly elects toll blocking on 
their 1ekphone line. Ho" e,•er. one montli·s loc~I service chargcs mav be required as an 
.ad,•ancc p3ymcn1 

C. LinJ. Up 

Link Up means. 

(a) A rcducuon in the customary charge for c.ommencmg tclccommumcauons 
scn'1ce for a single 1elccommunic1111ons connccuon at a consumer's princ1pll 
place of rcs1dc:ncc The reductions shall be 50 pcrcrnt of ihc custonmy charge or 
S30 00. whichever 1s less; and 

(bl A defcrTed schedule for payment of the charges nsscsscd for commcnc:mg 
sen•1ce. for "h1ch the consumer dOC$ not pay inlerest The m!crcst chnrgcs not 
n.sscsscd 10 the consumer shall be for connection charges of up 10 S100 00 that are 
deferred 10 11 period no110 exceed one year. 

2. Charges assessed for commencing scn,ce include any chMgcs that arc customanly 
a.u~ for connccring subscril:>crs 10 the net -.'Ork. These charges do nol include any 
pcrrmssiblc securi1y dcposil requirements. 

3. The Link Up progr.un shall allow a consumer 10 receive the benefit of the Link Up 
program for a second or subsequent 11mc only for 3 principal p'3cc: of ~idcnc:c with llll 
address d1ffc:ren1 from the residence address Jt which the Link Up assistance w.is 
pro,•1dcd previously. 

SANBOR,\I TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 
PO BOX 67. WOONSOCKET, SD S7385-0067 
605-796-J-l I I 

By&/~*t 
NamcV 
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F.XHIIIIT ' 'A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE lllATIER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE llFEUNE AND UNK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER ANO 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

A1 its August l8. l997, regularly scheduled meeung, the Pubhc U11ht1es Comm,ss,on 
(Comm1ss1on) voted to open a docket concerning the Federal Communications 
Coovmss1on's (FCC's) Repon and Order on Universal Service regarding the L,fehne and 
Link Up programs. In ,ts Repon and Order. the FCC decided that 11 would provide for 
additional federal support in the amount of Sl .75, above the rurrent $3 50 level However, 
1n order for a state's lifeline consumers to receive the addrtional S1 75 1n federal support, 
the state commission must approve that reductton 1n the portion of Iha intrastate rate paid 
by the end user. 47 C.F.R § 54 403(a) Addthonal federal support may also be received 
in an amount equal to one-half of any suppon generated from the intrastate 1unsd1ct1on, 
up to a maximum of S7.00 in federal support 47 C F.R. § S4.403(a) A state com1mss1on 
must file or require the earner to file information with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the earner's lifeline plan meels the critena set 
forth ,n 47 C.F.R. § 54 40 1 

By Ol'det dated August 28. l997, the Commission allowed interested pers~ns and 
entitles to submit wntten comments coocemng how the Comm1ss1on should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In their written comments. ,nteresteo 
persons and entities commented on the following questions· 

1 Whether the Cf''l'llll1ss;on should approve intrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers eligible '°' lifeline support to receive the additional S1 .75 in federal suppon? 

2. Whether the Commission should set up a state Lofehne Program to fund funher 
reductions in the intrastate rate pa,d by the end user? 

3 Whether the Commission should modify the ex,sung Lrfehne or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Commission file or require the earner to file rnformauon with the 
admin,stralor of the federal unrversal service fund demonstratrng that the camer's L•fehne 
~Ian meets the criteria set forth 1n 47 C FR § 54 401 (d)? 

By order dated October 16 , 1997, lhe Comm1ss1on Sl . pubhc hearings 10 receive 
public comment on the queshons listed a:iove The hearrngs were held at the following 
times and places 

RAPID CIJY Monday. October 27, 1997. l 00 pm . Canyon Lake Senior Crt,zens 
Ccn1cr 2900 Canyon Lake Drive, Rap,d City, SO 



PIERRE 

SIOUX FALLS. 

Tuesday, Odober 28. 1997, 1:30 pm . State Cop1tot Build1ng. Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre. SD 

Wednesday. October 29. 1997. 9 'lO am . Center !or Active 
Generations. 2300 West 46th, Sioux t alls. SD 

At us November 7, 1997. meeting, the Comm1ss1on ruled as follows On the first 
issue, the Comm1ss1on authorized 1n:rastate rate reductions lo allow ehg1bte consumers 
to receive the add1tlonal S1.75 in federal suppon With respect !o the second issue. the 
Comm1ss1on deoded to not set up a state Ufe!ine program to fund funher reducllons at this 
time. On the third issue. the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3.50 reduction or local rates to low income rustomers age 60 and over The Commission 
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition. the 
Commission ordered that staff, in consultation with the carriers. develop a standard form 
for setr-cen1f1ca11on; that these fonns be sent to all of their customers prior to January 1. 
1998, and thereafter. to all new customers; and that the earners make the forms available 
to any person or entity upon requesL On the fourth issue. the Commission ruled that the 
earner be requ1md to file w,th the FCC the informabon demonstrating that the carrier's plan 
meets the applicable FCC critena and that the earner send an mformallonal copy to the 
Comm1ss1on Further. tha: the carriers include In their annual repon to the Comm1ss1on 
the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
hearings. the Commission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The currem s1a1e Lifeline program is referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The current state Link Up program 1s referred to as the Link Up Amenca program 
The Commission implemented these programs 1n the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
ns Decision ana Order dated February 17, 1988. issued m Docket F-3703, In the Matter 
of the 1nvest1gat,on into 1mcleroe!ll.at10Q of a Telephone Assistance Piao foe South Dakota 
Customers Exh1b11 1 at page 1 Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America progra-ns ill at pages 1-2 

II 

The amount of TAP assistance 1s S7 00. S3 50 of wmch 1s federally funded. w1th the 
remalflrng SJ 50 funded by the local telecommunicauons earner J.d at page 3 Altnough 
U S WEST was ong1nally allowed to charge a surcharge 10 fund the program. U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that nght ,n Docket F -3647 -8. In the Matter or the Pubhc U11h11es 
Comm1ss,on 1nves11gat100 mto the Effects of the 1986 Tax Reform Act on Soutn Dakota 
~ Exh1b1t 5 In order 10 receive tne TAP assistance. a member o• !he nousehOtt, 
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must be 60 years of age or older and partiopa!e '" either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2 

Ill 

The L1nk Up America program provides assistance 1n an amount equal to one-hall 
or the quaht J 1ng subscriber's telephone service connection charges up to a maximum or 
S30.00. Jg. at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance. a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance, must not presently have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service at his or her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years or age or 
older) Jg The Link Up program 1s funded entirely out of federal funds. J~. 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs 1n CC Docket No. 96-
45, lo the Matter of federal-State Jojnt Board on Unjversa\ Secv,ce, adopted May 7. 1997 
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC round that the federal baseline Lifeline support will 
be S3.S0 per qualifying low-income consumer with an additional S 1. 7 5 in federal support 
1f the state commission approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R. § 54.403(a). Additional federal Lifeline support in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed $7.00) 1s also available_ Jg. 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction an the lelecommunications earner's service connection charges equal to one half 
of the carrier's customer connection charge or S30.00. whichever Is less. 47 C.F.R. § 
54 413(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, if there Is no state Lifeline or Lank Up program, a 
consumer Is eligible for support 1f the consumer participates In one of the following 
programs· Medicaid, food stamps: Supplemental Security Income: federal public housing 
assistance, °' the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C F R. §§ 54.409(b) 
and 54,41S{b). In addition, if there is no state Lafehne or Lank Up program. a customer 
must certify under penaliy of per)Vry that the customer as receavang benefits from one of the 
programs lasted above and agrees to notify the carrier if the customer ceases to participate 
an such program or programs Lg 

VII 

The first issue 1s whether the Comm,ssaon should approve intrastate rate reductions 
10 anow consumers ehgable for Lifeline support to receive the addataonal S1 .751n federal 
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support. The Commission finds that 11 shall authonze intrastate rate reductions for ehg1ble 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional S1 .751n federal suppon Thus, the total amount 01 
federal suppon is S5 25 per ehg1ble customer 

VIII 

The second issue is whether the Comm1ss100 should set up a state Ulehne program 
to fund funher reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user. The Comm1ss1on 
finds 11 wi" not set up a state Lifeline program to fund funher reductions at this time 

IX 

The t.hird issue 1s whether lo modify or ebmmale I.he eXfst1ng Lifeline program or 
Link Up program. With respect to the existmg ufehne program, the Comm,ss,on finds thal 
it shall ehmlnate the existing TAP program that requires U S WEST and earners that have 
purchased U S W EST exchanges lo fund a S3 SO reduction of local rates 10 low income 
customers age 60 and over The Comm1ss1on further finds th.rt the South Dakota Lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules ~ 47 U S.C. §§ 54 400 to 54 .e 17 
The effect of following the FCC rules and not msbtl.rting funher state funded reductions 1s 
thal the FCC eligibility requirements and i.elf-certification requirements will apply 10 the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs In addition. the Commission orders that the 
Comm1ss1on staff, in consultation with the carriers. develop a standard form for self
certifica11on. The carriers shall send these forms to each C\Jstomer prior to January 1, 
1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their 1ew QJStomers Finally. the 
earners shall make the forms available to any person or entity v;x,n request 

X 

The fourth Issue is whcthcf lhe Commtss«>n should file, or in the altemauve, require 
the earner to file inlonnabon with the fund administrator ~ 47 C F R § 54 401(d) The 
Commiss!Ofl finds the earners shall be required to file that Information demonstrating that 
the came(s pl9n meets the applicable FCC rules and that the earner send an mformat1ona1 
copy to the Comm1ss1on The earners shall also be required 10 include ,n their aMual 
repon to the Comm1ss1on the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up 
suppon 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The U>mmiss1on has iunsd,cuon over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapuir 49-31. 
specifically 49-31-1 1, 49-31-3. 49--31-7, .d9 31 ,7 1. 49-31-1 1. 49-31- 12 1. 49.31. 12 2 and 
12 4. and 47 CF R §§ 54 400 10 54 417 



II 

Pursuant to 47 C FR § 54 403(a). the Comm,ss,on authorizes intrastate rate 
reductions for e1tg1ble te!ecommumcattons companies prov1d1ng local exchange servtce 
to allow e1t91ble consumers to receive the add1ttonal $1 75 ,n federal support 

Ill 

The Comm,ss,on declines to mst,tute a state L,feltne program to fund further 
reductions at thts ttme The exisung South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found al 47 U S.C. §§ 54.400 lo 54 417, Inclusive. on 
January 1, 1998. The Commission staff, in consultation wtth the carriers, shall develop a 
standard form for self-certification The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1. 1998 The earners shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers. Finally, the :arriers shall make lhe forms available to any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F R. § 54.401(d), the Commission finds the carriers shall be 
required to file !hat informatton demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the camer send an infomo.abonal copy to the Convn,sslon The carriers 
shall also be required to include in their annual report to the Commission the number of 
subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

It ,s therefore 

ORDERED. that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the add111onal S1 75 ,n federal support: and rt 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that lhe Commission will not set up a stale Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions at th,s ttme: and It 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program, that the South Dakota Ltfeltne and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Commission staff, ,n consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self
cenif1cat1on. lhal the earners shall send these forms to all of their customers prior to 
January 1, 1998. that the earners shall also send a form to each of their new customers: 
and that the earners make the forms available to any person or entity upon request, and 
,1 ,s 



FURTHER ORDERED, that the carrier shall file with the FCC the information 
demonstrating t'iat the earner's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the came, 
send an informational copy to the Commission The earners shall also include in their 
annual report to the Comm1ssl0fl the number of subscribers who receive L1feJ,ne and link 
Up suppon 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. th,s Ji' d,,day of November, 1997. 

CERTlACATE Of SERVICE 




