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Enclosed you will find one I I) origin:il lll1d ten (IO ) of SANCOM lnc.'s RcquC$t for 
Dcsigru11ion :is an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in South Dakot;i.. 

Plcl5c c:omac1 me if you h:ive any questions. 

{./~ t:4'4; 
Richard W. Johnslb'n 7 
Gcncnil Manager 
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DOCKET 
NUMBER 

TC97-076 

TC97-091 

TC97• 103 

TC97-10• 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Appl,c:al>O<I by Journey Telecom lntemabonal, Inc tor a Ce111ftca1e of Au1/1onty 10 operate aa a 1etecornmu111Cabons company 
'Mthin the stale of~outh ()•~c,_1a {Statt r --
AppliCaoon by Calls lor t..ess. Inc dib'a Cll for a Ceruficato ol Alllhonty to opera1e as a 1elecommun.cations company Wl1l1U1 
the state ot South Dakota (Stall TS/TZ) ~t seeks aU1honty to onglna.e and terminate •11111astate, lnttalATA and 
lnterl..ATA call• of txrSll1e55 and reSldenuat cuslomers. to operate os a Tr:lvol and Debit (Prepaid Calcng) Card rnetler, ar>O 
to Jllo\'lde COCOTICOPT seMCe . 

Applic:a110n by Cl)'Slat Commurucabons, Inc. for 8 Celllficato of Auuionty to operate as o totecommun,cations company Wlthln 
the state ot South Dakota (Stall TS/TZ) Appi,Gant seek.s outhonty to sxolllde local telecommunlcadons S8MCt!$ Al1d 
lntemxchange telecommunlcobons S-Orvicos The Applicant w\11 1101 otter any local telecommuntcabons services Wl!hln a Rural 
TotcJ)hone Company seMCe area 'Mthout seekiog S-Oparete_C.ornmlsslon autho 

~DOil by OUllltok:o, Inc IOI o Co~ficato ol Aulllonty to operate as a lelecommunicaliOns company ..,th.,, the slate ot SoUlh 
Dakota (Staff TS/TZ) A;lplicant ·1ntends to subscnbe to and resell oil lorms of lnte1.e1chonge al1d 1111111-exchange 
telecommunlc:allO<ls SOMCes In tho state ol South Oakota, lnctoo.ng local d,al tone S8r.,ces Message Telephone Sel'\'ICI) Vv'tdc 
Area Telephone Sor.,ce WATS.W.e S8MCCS. l0te,on e1e11ango soMee sxr,ate hnes ~e lines acce$S service, cellular service 
focal sW11ehed seNice and othor saMces and loellltes of commun,cabons common earners an<l _c>th_e en!JIICS • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

OATE 
FflEO 

06111197 

06/17197 

06/19197 

06/19197 

Intrastate h lephone C0tnpany, Inc purwant to <7 USC 21• (e) ano 47 CFR 54 201 r,oreby seol\S dosognabon as an ellg1ble 
tetecommunlcations earner w,inm the local 011:har,ge area$ 11:at constitute 1IS seMCe area in South Dakota lnttntate 
Telephone Compa11y ts the laolrtlas-based local exchange earner p<osenlly JXCMdrng local erchonge lelecommun,caoons 

TC97-077 I setw:os 11 the lotkM,ng exdlanges in South D.lkota Btadli,y {7M ). Castlewood (793}. Ctarlc (53.2), Florence (758), Hayt, (783), I 05113197 
lake Norden (785), Waubay (947), Web!.ter (3'15), W~low Lake (B25) and Bryant (628) lntrasl4tc Telephone Company, to 
ds kn!M1odge, ls tho only c:arrior today prOWling locet e•Change lel•communlcabOns serw:es 111 the above odenbfied e, change 
•reac5 (StaN' HBIKC' 
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INTERVENTION 
OEAOUNE 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 



lntltfslale Telec:ommun,ca:x,ns Cooperative Inc pursuanl 10 '7 USC 214(e) Ind 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeb d""Ona!JOn 
a an ehg1blt1 1elecommulllC8110ns earner WIIJun the loCll l><change aieas 11111 consllMe rts M!MCe area on South Oa, otu 
lnto~tc TelecommunicatlOns Cooperawe IS lhe lacililles based local erchange earner prosenUy proY!d,ng loc~I erchango 

TC97.078 
telecommunleatKJns serv,ce, on the loltowv,g erchange, ,n South Oatola Goodwvl (795), Clear Wike (874) Gary (272) 06/11'i7 01/01191 E~ (973) 8tlNldl (976). Aston.a (932) Toronto (794) Wnl Hendndls (479) Elltlon (S42) Wllltt (&29) eroolun11S Rural 
(&93) Sonat (926). Nundlll'Ru1land (S96). Wenrwollh (483) and Che5te1 (489) lntersute TelecommunocatKJns Coope11tove 
10 rt, know1odge, ,s tho only carrrer !Oday prollid,ng local er change lelecommunicallOns seMCes on Ille abov@ IClenbfied 
e, channe areas (S1att HBll<C) 

Vll:SI Rt.'111 Cool)Na11Ve TelepllOne Company pursuant 10 47 USC 21 4(tl ano 47 CFR S4 201 nererr, ueks oes,gnaliOn n 
an elogillle tehtcommunicatJons corr,.,, -..tll\ln 11111 local 11, change areas 1:ii,1 conllltllto tts ~OMCO areu on Soulh Oakola Wesl 

TC97080 
Rt1er Tck>pnone IS tho IOCllolles·basll<l local erchango ca111e1 presenUy prOVld•ng local e, chanoe lelecomrnunocaoons seMCes 06, 1& 11· 07 07/1J1 
,n Ill• followw1g l!l'~ &on (244) Buffalo (375) Camp C,001< (&OS-797) ..no (406-972) "1eo10ow (798) and Sorum 1866) 
WMI Rlvflf Ttlepi,oN ID cs knowleoge is Ille only earner !Oday prOI/Od,ng loca' , , change t~••• ommunoubOns se,.....e, - tn!' 
above ldenbtied e, c11anne areu (Start HBi'KCI 

Smtellne T«t1ecommunocallOII$ lnC pursuant 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 herei,,, seeks de,,gnaoon Han ellglble 
tetecommunoc:atlol\$ earlier .....v.n lilt loca1 e, ch1nge areas that conslll<lte ,t,. MM<e ,11ea III SO<IIII 04kolll S~lehM a Ille 

TC97 091 tac,huo~1>111ed local erchange earner prosenlly 1>10'...a,ng IOQI tu c111nge 1t1ecomrnunic:nons HMCe1 ,n the tollowino 06•16'9. 07~7197 
c , changes NC'Mln (456), N&land (2!,7) and Lemmon (60S, J74) and (70t,378) Slftteline 10 rt1 knowledge IS Iha only earner 
today pr')'lld,ng local c , c11anne 1e1ecommulll(t1b0ns seMCes 1n the al>O',e o0en~f1ecs ,~chanoc areas (Stall HBi!<CI 

.;cc,•nt Comrnun.caoons Inc pu15uan110 47 USC 2 14(e) and 47 C•R 54 201 nereb'( •Hu de,,,gnallOn as • n et•J LJ~ 
,~1,commun1Cab0ns c~rrler Wllhm lhe local c • change area$ that consblllle na MMCe a•oa /lccent II lhe 1acil1tes basoo 

TC97 OU ft" """O" cormtt "'""•ntly p,CMd,r,g local r • chang· tclec1>mmurucab0n> seMCH In Ille rot1ov,1ng • •changes Brrstot (492) 06117,97 07/07'97 
Oorano (6351 Fre<111nck (329) Htcla (~ ) NOllh Hecla (701,992) and Mei1e11e (887) Accenr 10 lb ~nowfe<IQe is 11111 only 
Cdlflcf tod.tv - ,- tocal e•chan<Je lt'lecomrnunocatKJns Sc>MCft ,n Ille 1b0\e 1C1enr.fied , , c11ano• 11,eu 1s11n HB-C.,, 

Ja,,_ V<1Qey Cooper awe TelephOOI' Company pursuant to 47 USC '14(el and 47 CFR 54 201 h~reby M'e~s d~"(lnallOn 
.it • n er,g,bl• 1el<Komrnunica110ns earn•• wlhlll ll>e local • •change aria, 111a1 conslllute 111 seMCv area .n South Oa~ol.i 
J ~mu Va•ley CooCMratt.-e T elel)hone Comp;lny ,s lh• faalllles--l>O~ t •Chtnge camer presently PIO"°"'O lout e• thangr 

;c11~-'>!4 Me,ommu~IIOnS - ,n tne t11n°"'ng -,, c11,nges ,n Soulh o,~01a Anoover 1299) Claremont 1294) Columtu (l!i!I> 06 '1 :,g: 0701'i7 
Cocltle (382) F"'lltl'f{3~5) Groton (397) Hougllton (885) ano Turton (897) James Valley Cooperat',& Tolephone Cnmi,.tnt 
to ill \ nowttt<Jat ~ the only ca,11,u tooav prO'J".l,ng IOCill e, thange tele.:ommulllCallom. $OMCi1S 1n Ille abo,., ldenbf1e<1 
t•tMMe areas tSIJIN H8 'CHl 

Hu!Uand Commun.cation, Inc pu~uanl to 47 USC 21C(eJ and 47 CFR 54 201 nereOf Mle~s d01Wgna110n as•" ebg.blt 
1e1ecommunic1110n1 carrier wrthln the local 1u change area, 111111 cons111u10 ilJ seMCe area In Sou1h Oa~Gla Heurtlan<l 

r c91 oe~ Cc,r,v,-,IO<'ra II tnt, l~bas<ld IOCal tt>thange a111<er 1>1esenUr P<Qvld,ng local e,Chang• to1ecomrnuroca11ons HMCtt Ob 17 9• 0:.01131 
"'1ne tollowlng e,c:11ange• 111 Sou1n Oa• ota Ptane..GedJtt ()371 Hea.U..nO Communo:allons 10 ~ ~nov,1eoge ,s tne onl ; 
'"'""' fOdav tyov,d.n,, tn~~I ~•Ch111!'1fl tel~commun1C11tlOM •fl""'"ei ,n lllo M>O'tll' rd~nl!f~ 111ch3nn~ MIii\\ tStnlt Ha'CH1 
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Mdstato Telephone Company, Inc pursuant to , 1 U S C. 21'(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks dosignabon as an ellglble 
telecommunica.1ions calriel .....it.n the local txthanoe areas that constilutt Ila seNlce ,rea in Soulh Dokola M1dstate Telephone 
Company ii the tealilios-based loce.1 exchange carrier presenlly providing local ercha1111e hHecommunlcatlon, sol'Vices In !ho 

TC97,0S6 lollo\,,wig exchaOges In South Oak01a· Academy (726). Delmonl (779). Ft Thompsoq (245). Gann Vailoy (293), Kimball (778), 06/17197 07/07/97 
Now Hofland f2' 3) , Pukwana (89'), sticlu1ey (732) and White Lake (2' 9) MKklllte Telephone Company. to lts k.nowllldge. 
Is 11\o only earner today prowling local uch1noo tolecommunlcatJom; Hl"ius In lhe above Identified oxchango areas (Stan 
HB/CH) 

Balbc Telecom Coopera!lve pursuant to 47 U S.C. 214(0) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seet.s deS!gnaoon as an el!Q!ble 
telec4mmuroca110nS came, ¥illirn 11\e local exchange areu Iha! consblute 11s seMce area Bame Telecom Cooperawo is tho 

TC97·087 lacilllles,basod local exchange carrier presently p,011\ding local wcchange telecommuruc:ab'ons HNKes in the lollO'MnQ 06117197 07/07197 
exchanges· Baltic (529) and Crooks (543). Bailie Telecom Cooperecve. tolls knowledge, Is lhe only earner today prowling 
locnl oxcha""e telecommunications seMCes In tho above ldenblied ercha""e area1- /Stan· HI'"~) 

East Plai.ns Telecom, Inc. l)Ul$UBnl to 47 U.S.C 214(e) and , 1 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks deslgnabon as an erig,bte 
tolecommunlcabons carrier withill lhtt local exchange areas lhat conSIIMe tis stMCe area East Plains Telecom Inc is the 

TC97.088 lacllitits-based local \!leha"l!e carrier 1>1esentty prowling local exchange telecommunicatJons serVKOS III the lollowiog 06f17~7 07/07/97 
ewchunges Alcesler (93'}. Hudson (984). and EIISI Hudson (712·982) Easl Pla,ns Telecom, Inc. , torts know1edge, IS tile only 
earner todav C(Ovidlrm loeal erchanne telocommun!catlons services in the above ldenUfied nchanoe areas (Slaff HBll<CI 

TC97,089 

Western Telephone Company pursuant to , 1 U S.C 214(e) and , 1 CFR ~ 201 hereby seeks deslgnabon u an elog1ble 
teJecommUl1k:llllOnS camer WltlWl tho local oxc:haoge areas that consllMe its service area In South Dakota Western Telephone 
is the lacilrties-based loc:al eJchange car~r presenUy providing local eachange telecommunlcataons sctMCeS In the lollcw,ng 
e:vchanges Cresbard (324). Faulkton (598) and Orient (3112). Woc1e,n Totophono. 10 its l<now!odga. is tho only ca,rier today 
orovidlnn local exchanne telecommunlcalions soMCes In the above ldenblied erchall!le areas (Slalt HBll(C) 

06/17/97 07,07191 

Stocilholm-StrandbYrg Tc.lephone Company pu™1ant to , 1 USC 214(eJ and , 7 CFR ~ 201 hereby seeks design1t1o11 o, 
an ehglble tolecommunlcations earner Within the local erchange •reas that co11Sbtute •ts seMCe area ln South Dakota 

TC97-090 Stockholm IS tho I~ loc:al en:hange caroor presently 1>1owl,ng local exchange telecommunteataons seMCe• in lh<t 
06 17'97 0Ml7197 lollowmg u•ehanges ,n South Dakota Stockholm•Strnn.,ourg (676 ReVlllO (623} and South Shore (756) S1ock.nolm to Ks 

know1edgo 1$ tho only earner today prQ',O(l1ng local e,change 1Necommunk:ot1ons seMCes ,n tile at>ove ldenofied erchunge 
areas ISLlH HBIKCI 

Kennebec Telephone Co pUrsuant to , 1 U.S C 21'(o) and , 1 CFR ~ 201 he,eby seeb des,gnabon as an tlAQ•blo 
telecommunications emner Within lhe local orchange are:s lha1 cooi11tute its sol\'lce area in South D•koia KennebOC 

TC97.092 Telephone Co l!I lhe fac:rlRJes-bused local uchange carr1er pr~enlly lllOY!d"'ll local o•chango telocommunlc:abons .oM<:es 06,,181117 07/07197 
in 11\e l<>IIO>wlg exchanget' Kennebee (869) Md Presho (895) Kennebec Telopnone Co . 10 its knowledge, rs lho only car nor 
todav C(ow!Jnn locnt erthnnno telecommunteabons ser;ices in the abovll ldenclutd oxchanno areas tStJrt KB/CH) 

Jellerson Tefepl\01111 Co . Inc pursuan110 47 USC 21'(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 noreby seeks oesi;nalion as M ellg,l!lo 
1tlecommunications camer Within the local etthange areas that e0t\$IJ!Uto ii$ seMCe arH in South Dal<ota J e II 01'$(H1 

TC97,093 Telephone Co . Inc IS the laol111es-based local exchange earner PJUOntly providing local ~•change telacommurncal>l)ns 
sorvces ~ the fol~ exchange: Jefferson (966) , ~nerson Telephone Co • Int , to its knowledge, iS the only earner todlly 
orovldl- local orr.ha-e tolecommunkabOns seMCH in lhe aboVe lcf•nbfled e,ch•""" areas IStnff HBtCHI 

06r18/97 OMJ7197 
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TC97-09• 

TC97-09S 

TC87-0N 

1cv1.091 

TC97-0911 

TC97-$9 

Sully Bunes Telephone Coope<1111Ve, Inc pursuanl 10 • 7 USC 21• (e) and • 7 CFR s, 201 htueby seeks dM1gnat10n as an 
el,glblo tole<:0mmunlca110ns corrn,r within lho local ci ehange areas that con11Jtu1e ilS soMCe area Sully Bunes Telephone rs 
the faclhtios-baffd IOClll e,change carrier p!eMntly 1>10Vicllng local e, changu 1etocommunocnons serkes in the follow!ng 
e.changes West Onrda (26<1) Hildlcodt (266) Sen4ICII (• 36). Tolstoy (U 2) Onaka (" 7) WesSinglon (• SIi) Langford (• 93) 
Roshoft (S37). Tuwe (596). H,gtvnore (1152) HinOk! (1175) RN HC9'(5 (9'3) Hoven (9411). Blunt (962) and Ea" Onraa 1973) 
Sully BUIies Tl!'lept>one to as ~edge ,s tho ooly carrwtr loday PIO/!Olng local e,Chango tolecommunrcabOns seMCes 111 tne 
above rdonbfi<!d u change areas (Statt HBICH 

Venture Communocabons. Inc pursuanl to • 7 USC 21'(e) and • 7 CfR 5' 201 neret,y seeks designabOn as an elog>ble 
tolecommunieallOns earner W111111 the local e, cnango 11eas lllat co'>!MU1e ~s ser.,ce area Venture Communca!lons rs tne 
fac,ht,os•based local e1Changu earner presenUy 1110\lld,no locnl e•chnngo lelecommunlCllbOns ser,,ces in tile lollow,ng 
eirchanges Onrda (258) Bowdle (285) Roscoe (287/ Pierpent 1325) Britton (" Ill Brrtton. NO (701 _.• 3) Rost,11 <• 118) 
Wessr,gtOn Spnngs (S39J SelDy (8'9) Ge~rg (785) and Lebllnon (7811) Ventuut Commur,,ca:.ons 10 11'1 knowledge rs 
11,e only earner !Oday p!O\'IOlllg local e, change tele<:ommunoc:ation, seMCtt in Ille ab0,<1 raenbted e, cnang~ ,m,•~ tSt•tt 
HBICH 

SANCOM Inc purwant to • 7 USC 2 14(e) alld • 7 CFR 5' 201 hereDy see f 1> d"51Qrnill0n n an eligble t•tecommur-callQr\ 
earner WCIW'I tne local eittlange att;U lllat tonsotule lb uiw:e area ,n Soulll Oaloota SANCOM"' Ille lac,,,t,et ba~ toca 
1ucnangn came, presenllVpr~ loQI uYChange tt1iecommun<•U011• seiw:es"' lho tolla....ng e,cnange, ro South Oa~orn 
WolMy (1183). Pe/UIOn (928) aoo Tnpp (935) SANCOM 10 ~s knOWfedge Is 11,e only carnet locJay PIO\lldln{J local e, ch@!l!)e 
telecom,nu~bons UMCes-"'-th~ at>o_v_!_ICl_!1_1bflecl _!•Chang~ we~ ~Utt _11_aCH

0 

SanbOrn Telephone Cooper awe pursuant lo H US C 21• (e) and H CFR 5' 201 flereby se~~, de"(lnat>on ,, dn elig,bl!' 
telecommuniCabOns Cll111er Wllhrn the local e, e11nnoe oroas 11ml conwiu1~ n,i •ul'Vl<'n ~•@• ,n Souui O•~<>•• s,,n1>01n 
Telepl>One is Cle ,~~se<S local e, ch.,ngo ca,,,., p111sently p,O'MJ<ng Iv.at e, cn11ngt ••loteommun,cab<:'11\ HMCtt\"' IM 
lollaw,no e,changes in SoU1/I Oil~ota Ethan (2271 1.11 Vernon (2lfh Lttchl!r 12, a, ~o,estt>u•U (49Sl An~,-an ,S2J 
w-.oe. e1 (796) and Alpena (8'9) Sunboln Telephone to lb IJ>ow\edg• "'Ille only,,.,,..., IOd•y pr-,.ng k><• e, ,11 " 'II~ 
t9!ecommuruca1K>n• serw:es on the 3DoVft idonbfieo u, changttarea, {S111tt HBJCH, 

Beteslonl l,IUnlcpal T~ Co i:,urwant 10 • 7 USC 21'(9) ~no 47 CFR 5' 201 her~Dy •tt~s dos,gnJllon u .an tlig bi• 
telecommun,c;abons earner WltlW1 Ille local e ,cnenge areas u,.~t ccnSlll11te o k'MCe i11u 111 Sovtn Oa~ot• Bere\to,o Tel 
o the t.aaa.es-bllsed 10a1 e, cMnge Cllrner 1>11tSenlly 111ovod,ng local n thange telecommun.ealK>n, ''"""vs ,n tne lollow,ng 
o•chenge Bere,rord (763) B&r11slord Tel to ltS ~owi.«l{le "' 1h11 only earM1 today PfOVld.ng lex.ii t •chang1t 
telacommun.c.allOns ffl'VleeS III the abov11 id~n~fted e, change QIIIH fSlalt HB'l<C 

Robens County T6,"l)llone Coop,,·.111',e """°°''llDn pu1Mi.on1 10 • 7 USC 21 • <• > .ond • 7 CFR S4 201 n1treb'I' l>e"" rlet.tgn•ttOn 
as an ehg1ble 1olecu,nm"n1u1,n111 earner Within 1111 local eicllllnge a1eas 1na1 con~!JtUlft ~ ~""""" ••e• Roll<!rt• C11unfl 
Teltphone Cooperijll\le ~,avon i, 111, taQlilJtt,t>as..O local e,ch,no• ca,ner i,ruentty p,owting lou l ~, cn.ing~ 
~--~-.,. ll•elOlk>MngetChangH NoM NnwEltlngton N0 (70163') NnwE!ftngtonl(l371 aooCI••• 
C,ty (8$2) Roberts Coonty 1, ephone Coope1a!IV0 AMoaallOn to 115 know!eoge o the only umet todar r <°"'°"'O local 
11rchang~ Jftlecomrnunlcall<>M A~MC~, ,n Ill~ MbelVf! lll&O~lij,d ~•CIWl!)P Aro, (Sl~lf H81l(C 
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RC Communicobons, Inc P<Jl'5UOn1 10 47 U S.C . 2 U (o) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks des,gnatlon as an ellglblo 
1elecommun1C:a-corner wCl'oin the local exchange areas lhal ~u,e cs seNice area. RC Commur1>C11Uons ,s thl! tacilllies-

TC97-100 
based local er change car~, ptesenlly PIO'AdlllO local erchango lelecommunleabOns ur«os in the follaw,ng excllanges· 06/19197 07/07/97 
North \/rblen. NO (701-634), IMlmol (938) , Peever (932), Veblen (7381 and Summll (398) RC Communications, 10 itS 
knowlodgo . IS tho only carrier today PfOYldlng local er chango tolecommunicotions seNi<:es In Iha above idenbfied erchange 
0100S /Statt H8Jl(CI 

Sphtrock P1operbes. Inc pursuant 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54201 hereby seeks designallOn as an el,glblt' 
1olccommun;eat1ons earner Within the local e1change 111ea.s that conS111u1e its u rw:e aru on Soulh Oakolll Splr\rock 

TC97-101 
ProperbeS, lne ,s the lacdlllK-based local exchange e11n;o, pn,senlly prCMdrog loc.al ftkCh~ng• ,elecommunlcalions serw.es 06/11Ml7 07107/97 
in 1110 follow,ng ,m:hangos on South Oa~ola Howard/Carthage (772) and Oldham/Ramona (482) Splaroclt Ptoperte1. Inc 
10 !ts knowledge. iS tho only carn@r today pr0\'id1119 local etehanga telocommunk:allons lt'MCCS 1n the above ldenbtli!d 
erchaMe oreas /Slatt. HBIKCI 

Splilrock Telecom CooperalM! Inc. pursuant 10 47 U.S C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 llereby seeks des,gnabon as an ttbg1t>:, 
telecommunications carrier 1¥!1hln tho local erchange areas that constJMo Its sorv,ce a1ea Spl,ltock Tolec0tn Coope_ratrve, 

TC97-102 
Inc Is IM ladlilles-base<I local exchan11e carrier l)(osently pr0\'id1ng local e.cllange telecommunicaoons serw:es in the 06/19197 07/07197 
Jollowing etchanges Brandon ($82) and Gauctson (605-594) olld (SOT-597) Spl~rock Telecom Coopcrawe, Inc 10 ltS 
knowtodgo. tS the onty earner today p1oYld1ng lo. ;11 exchange Jolecommun,catlons serw:os in the above ldenu~od e, change 
areas /Statf HBIKC) 

Tn.Counly Telecom. Inc pursuant 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks Oe51llnatJOn as an el,g,ble 
telecommunteabons earner w,lhln tho local er change areas that con!>!llule ns seMCe alea ,n SoU1h Oa~o•~ Trt-Couniy 

TC97-105 
Telecom. Inc IS the faolr110:.,bned local exchange earner piesenlty pr0'/ld1ng local exe11ange 101ecommunieall0ns sel\,c:es 06119197 07/07197 
1n the 1ollow,ng 1,schanges ,n South Dakota· Clayton (825) and Emery (443) . Tn-County Telecom Inc , 10 as knowledge, oi 
the onty carrier today p10Vld1ng local exchange lolocommunk:olions serw:os 1111he above idenbfied o•change areas (Stall 
HB.'CH) 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

US WEST Communle:aUons. Inc r~od to1 app<oval by the Cumm,ss,on the Type 1 Paging Agreement ~tweon KJAM Mobile 
Pag,r,g and US WEST "Thcs Agreement was reacrnld through voluntary nogot1ab0ns 1MllloU1 reson lo medlabOn or orc,1111b0n 
,ind ,s submlltod for app<oval pursuant 10 Sccllon 252(e) ol the Communk:otK>n11 Act of 1934, as amended by tho 

TC97-079 TelecommunicatJOns Act of 1996 KJAM Motile Pag,ng and US WEST further reqUC!Sl that the Comm1$$1on approve the$ 06/16197 07/07/97 

Agroemenl wrthoul a hoanng and Wllhout allO'Mllll the lnlerventior, or other pallles Because th.s Agreement was reached 
llllough VOiuntary nogoliallC>nS. a do.IS not raise Issues rlY.lulrinO a hearing and does not concern othe• panies not a pan 01 U,e 
n-011a110ns .,....,..rbOus aMtowl would further U,e Millie ln101est· 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST Communic:abOns filllC! tantt shoots that romovu relerences 10 u changes that have been sold b'f U S WEST Tne 

TC97-082 sale was etlectrve June 1, 1997 In addlbOn, this filing lnclUdes some IHI changos and clean,up ~ems U S \<\'EST has (16117197 NA 

,~,·-•ed an ~tteClllle dale ol June 1 1997 fnr this n1,ftft 1s1att OJICMI 
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FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA I Eas1 Plolns T 1tlecom Inc on June 13 1997 l NA I NA 
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So«thV~ 
Public Utilities Commission 

October 1. 1997 

Mr Rich~rd 0 . Coil 
Exeeu1ive Otred0t 
SOITC 
P. 0 . Box 57 
Pierre, so 57501 

RE. Efigible Telecommunications Carner applicallOn, TC97-096 
SANCOM. Inc 

Dear Mr Coit· 

The above-relerencec:t applicatJOn has been '°"-d by the staf'I of the Public Utmties 
Commission The f01towi1t9 addruonal Information lS ~ irl ooler for the Convnission to 
consider this applicatJOn 

1 Pursuant to 47 C.F R 54.101(8)(4). s,ngte.party service or ii$ fvndlOl"lal equivalent must 
be made available by an Eligible TelecommunicaUons Carrier (ETC) to receive universal 
$ervice supp()(1 mecn.anlsms. Does ttwt above-referenced company have !Ns service? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C.F.R 54.405 and ~ .411. Lifeline and Link Up serviees must be made 
available by a.n ETC to qualifying low-income consumers Does the applicant company. as 
1eferenced above. make these serv,ces available to quahfylng COf\SUfllef$? 

3. Please ps Yide a venfication by an autho~ed officer. under oath. to the Commission in 
wt1ICh the appkant re~ts to the ComnlssiOO that the facts stated ,n lhe Request for ETC 
Design•tlon •nd the response to data request nos 1 and 2. above, are IN1hful 

Please respond by Odcber 14, 1997. Upon receipt of this 1nformat100. rt will be evaluated by 
staff and the matter w,11 be scheduled lor con~rabon by the Commbsion Thank you for 
your attention to this matte,. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MA.KE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

cc· Hanan Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

) 
) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

) 

) 
) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97-068 

TC97.()69 

TC97-070 

TC97..071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97..075 

TC97-0n 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97--081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM.STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, ) 
INC. ) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

.. . 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. 

SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. 

TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, 1:tC. 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
) 

I 
I 

I 
I 

) 

I 

BPJDGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

I 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE I 
COMPANY I 

KADOKATELEPHONECOMPANY ) 
) 

3 

TC97.o97 

TC97-098 

TC97-099 

TC97-100 

TC97-101 

TC97-102 

TC97·105 

TC97-108 

TC97·113 

TC97·114 

TC97·115 

TC97-117 

TC97·121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPA.l TELEPHONE 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/B/A 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/B/A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

) 
) 

WEST RNER 
COOPERA T1VE 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 

MOBRJDGt TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakota Pubhc Utdrties Comm1ss1on (Commission) received requests from 
the above captioned 1elecommun1ca1tons companies requesting deSJgnatron as eligible 
tetecommun1ca11ons earners 

The Comm1SS10n electronically transmitted nohce of i:,e filings and the interventton 
deadlines to interested 1nd1111duals and entrues On June 27. 1997, the Comm1ss1on 
rece,lled a Petition 10 Intervene from Dakota Telecommunications Systems. Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom Inc (OTI) W1t.h refe·unce to Fort Randzll Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15. 1997. at its regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission granted 
intervention to OTS and OTI 1n Oodlet TC97-075 No ot.her PehtJons to Intervene were 
fried 

The Commission has iunsd.lctron 011er lh1s matter pursuant lo SOCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31, including 1-26-18, 1-26-19, 49-31 -3, 49-31 -7, 49-31 -7 1, 49-31 -11, and 47 
U SC § 21 4(e)(1) tnrough (5) 

The 1sSU3s a1 the heanng shall be as follows ( 1) whether the above captioned 
1e1ecommun1cations companies should be granted des,gna11on as eligible 
1elecommumca1tons carriers and (2) what service areas shall be established by the 
Comm1s'S1on 



Aheanng Shall be held at 1 30 PM . on Wednesday. November 19, 1997, 1n Room 
412 State Captol. Pierre. South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conduded 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All pames have the nght to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These rights and other due process rights shall be forle1ted 
If not eKerosed at 'he heanng If you or your reprnsentatave fail to appear at the hme and 
place set for the heanng, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
l3V1dence provided, tf any. dunng the heanng or a Final Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After the heanng the Commission will consider all eVJdence 
and testimony that was presented at the heanng The CO'MllsstOO will then enter F 1nd1ngs 
of Fact. Condustons of Law. and a Final Deoston regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommun1cat1ons companies requesting designation as an eligible 
teleoommurucatlons earner. and the Commission shall estabhsh service areas for eligible 
teleconvnunicatt00s earners The Comm,SStOO's dects1on may be appealed by the parties 
to the state CU'OJ1t Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the ume and place spectf,od above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommunacattons companies should be 
granted des1gnat1on as ehg1ble telecommun1ca1tons earners and the Commission shall 
establish service areas for ehg1ble telecomml.rucat1ons earners 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab1h1tes Act, this hearing 1s being held ,n a 
physically accessible locauon Please contact tno Public Ut•httes Comm1ss1on at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours pnor to t:>e hearU'lQ, you have speoal needs so arrangements 
ca" be made ,o accommodate you ri 

DateCI at Pie,re South Dako ta. this 'J day or November 1997 

CERTlrlCA I ( OI- 50MCE 

IICW SEAL 

s 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oners Burg Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

Ellecutove Director 
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18 

-------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 

VALLEY CA8LF & SATELLJTE 
COMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS COOPERATIVE 
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S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 
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COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
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COMPANY 

22 

23 
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HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATI ONS . I NC 

Ml DSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC . 

BALTI C TELECOM COO PERATIVE 
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1 

2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 



l 

2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 
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1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 
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A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 
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in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 



16 

1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 



22 

l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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2 

25 

The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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3 
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CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 
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1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 



1 

2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 



S5 

1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 



S7 

MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 
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l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 



68 

l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 



71 

1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 
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require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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16 

17 
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19 

2 0 

21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 

87 

based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 

22 
~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 
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TC97-096 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
RECEIVED 

199, 
l~TIIEM -rrEROfTll t; RF.QUES rOF, 
S \ '-C 0:'11. 1:-IC ) 
FOR Ot~ IGlliATJO;\ AS Alli t: LIG IBI.E I 
T t :LF.CO\IM :,I ICAT IO:"JS C,\RRlt:R I 

RF.(.rl' .. ST FOR F.TC 
Of.SIG;,,: ,, n o:-. 
DOC-Kt: r TC97-

',A '1(0\ 1. Inc ( .. SA 'l;("O\r·, pursuant to -1 7 l:mtcd !ltJtcs Code &.;c,,,n :?1-l(c) .md -1 7 CCl<k of 
~cdC111I Rcgulauons • cct1on S-1 201 hcreb) scc:ks from the Pubhc L11h11~ Comnmsion 
r-Comn1\s1011'") dcs1g11n11on as an "chg1blc tdccommumca11011s earner" "11h111 the loc31 
C'<ehangc o1rc;is that co11st1 t111c 1ts 5c:rv1cc area on South Dakota In suppon of this rcquc.-,,L 
',A ... C'0:'11 oncrs the follo" ing 

Punu.int to .i 7 U S C' Scc11on :? 1-l(c), 11 1s thc Commission ·s rnpo1u1b1ht) to dcs1gn,uc IOC'..al 
c,changc cumers ("I l:Cs") as "chg1blc 1elc:commun1ca11ons CJm=" ("l:TCs''), or Ill other 
"ords. to dctcmunc "h1ch I EC'\ ha,·c assumed uni\ crsal sen ,cc obhp11011> c:01tS1s1cn1 "uh 
the fcde1•l lau. and should be deemed eligible to rcce1,e fcdcnl 1.:.rll\cn.d scn1cc suppon 
Al k.ut one chgiblc 1elccommumca11ons c.imer 1s 10 be dcs1gn,ucJ b, the Commus1on for 
c..ch sen 1t.c ..,-e;i Ill the State llo"c,cr. m the Cil5C of .trc.ts scncd by "rwal tdq,hon.: 
complll11c5". the Comrr11s~1on ma} not dcs1gru11c more thllil one I f:C as an I! I (' " 1lhout first 
finding that such J<Jdmonal dcs1gna11on u.ould bl! m the public interest Undct J 7 CfR 

ccuon s.i 201, t,cgmmng JanU.11'} I. 1998. only tclccommun1c:mon\ coUTim th.it ha,c 
rccc" al dn1gruu,orr (mm the comn11u1on 10 sen c as ar d1g1blc 1clccornmumcat1ons C'Jmcr 
"11hm their '11:f' 1cc .irca "111 be chg1hlc 10 rccci~c fcdcnl unl\·crul sen 1cc Mtppon. 

2 l>ANC0:'11 1s the f.lc1ht1cs-bascJ local e,chllrtgc earner prc:scntl) pro\ld11111 local c,ctw1gc 
1dccommun1ca11ons sen ices m the follou.1ng c11changcs in South D.ikot.a 

F.XC' IIAi'/Gl 
Wolsey 
Parkston 
Tnpp 

r!.XX 
883 
928 
935 

S1\ 'IICOM to 11S knowledge 1s the only cnmcr today providing local C,\ChJni;c 
tclc:commumcjuons sen ices 1n the ,tbo, c 1dcnt1ficJ c,changc areas 

3 SA.'IC0\1, m ac~ord \\1th -17 CFR Sccuon s.i IOI offers 1·.c follo"'"S local c , changc 
1clccommumcJ11ons sen ices 10 JII consum= thmu~ut 1ts scn•1cc area 

a Voice gr.Ide access to the pubhc ~11chcd 11(.lu.ork. 
h i oc.al c,changc sen 1cc mcludmg an amount o( locnl usage frn: of per n11nu1c ch.&rgi:5 

under :a fiat rated local SCf\ 1cc pacbgc llrtd .u pan of a measured loc:3.1 sen 1cc 
offcnng. 

c Oual tone muh1-frcqucncy s1i;,iahng al no addn iorud ch11rgc. 
d Access 10 emergency sen ices such .u 91 I or enhanced 911 puhhc SCI'\ ices. 
e Access to opc:r.itor scn,ccs. 
f. Access to 1n1cr-c.,changc sen 1cc. 
g. Access to directory 11SS1stw1Cc, and 
h Toll blocking service to qllllhfic:,J low-mcomc consumers 

• IXHIIIT 

I 

3llC 
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As noted ,1bo\·c, SANCOM does pro\ldc toll hm11u1ion SC1'\'1ce m the: fonn of toll blod.1ng to 
qu3hf)mg consumcn. hO\\CHT. the addmon.11 toll hm1ta11on SC1'\1cc of''loll control .. :u dcfineJ 
1r the nc:" FCC um\~J Kl'\·1cc rules (4 7 CI-R Section SJ -100(3)) 1 not pro\lded f\'1/CO\I 
1\ not aware th31 any local cxchnngc: earner in S011th Dakota has a current cnpab1hty to prcn 1dc 
such SCl'\ICC. The FCC gave no ind1cu11on prior to the n:kasc of its univcrsul SCl'\•icc order (FCC 
'17-157) th:11 toll control would be imposed as an ETC SC1'\'1cc raiu1rcmen1 and 10 our 
mforma11on and behef. llS a result. LECs rn111on" 1dc arc not po1111oncd to make the SC1'\1cc 
1mmcd1atcly ll\311.ihlc In order for SANCOM to provide this SC1'\1ec. add111onal usage truclnng 
w1d storug,: apabili11c.-s u ill hu\ c to be i~tnlled in its locul S"11eh111g ~-quipmcnt At 11 

mimmu111. tins service requires a switchmi; sonwwc upgrade 111\d ut th,, time 
SANCOM 1s mvcst1gn11ni; and a1tcmp1mg to de1c:nrunc whether the necessary sonwarc II.ls bcc:n 
de, eloped. and v. hen II m1i;t11 been me a, ailablc 

,\ ccnrdmgly. SANCOM 1s faced with cxccptionul c1rcumst1111ccs conccmm11 11s obility to make 
the toll control service available :is sci fonh in the FCC's umvcrs.il SCI'\ ice rules and must 
request a waiver from the requirement t.o prO\ 1dc such SCI'\ 1cc. At this lime. 3 \\a1u•r for a 
period of one year 1s requested Pnor to the end or the onc,ycar pcriod. SANCOM "111 rcpon 
back to the Comm1ss1on ..,,th specific inforrnnuon indica11ng "'hen the IICCC$Stl1)' nct\\Ork 
upgrades can he made und the scl'\·icc CM be made available to =st low-income customers. 
The Comm1ss1on may propcrly gr,mt a "'aivcr from the ·1011 control .. rcqu1rcmcm punu311t to 47 
CFR 54 IOl(c) 

.i . SANCOM h:u previously and" 111 con11nuc to advcnisc the :ivailability or its locnl c,cch:u,gc 
SC1'\'1ces in media of go:ncral <listnbution throughout the cxchangc atellS it SCl'\'CS. Prior 10 
this fihng. SANCOM hl1s not generally 11d,•crt1scd the pnccs charged for all of the sen ices 
1dcn11ficd :d>o,r It ,..,11 do $0 on :, going foN.vd b.u,s ,n a,cconlanc:c: with any spcc1ftc 
lldvcrt,smg standard~ th.lt the Commission may develop 

S Based on the foregoing. SANCOM respectfully requests that the Commission: 

a. Gr.int a tcrnpomry wal\'crofthe requirement to pro,·ide "loll control~ service: 

b Grant n ETC dcs1i;n:111on to SANCOM covering all or the loc:il e~changc areas tha1 
C00Sll1UIC Its prcscnt SCS" ICC IUC3 \\1lhin South Dakota 

SANCOM.)nc. l • 
~~ / / 

/:{ . ~'· 
,{,i~rc1 w. Johnston, Gcnchl Munngcr 



e SANCOM INC. 
SAN COM 
October 9. 1997 

Cnnuon Hoseck. StnfT t\uomcy 
SD Public Utilities Commission 
Stotc Capitol Buildmg 
500 Elst Ca11itol A vc 
Pitrre. SD S7501-5070 

RE. Ehg1blc Tctccommunicataoos Carrier application, TC97-096 
SANCOM, Inc. 

Otar Mr. Hoseck: 

RECEIVED 

OCT I O 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

The follo" ing informntion is an response 10 your letter of Oct!lbcr I. 1997, rcgnrding the tlbovc 
rcfcrL'flCcd docket: 

I . SANCOM. Im:. offen only sangle-p3rty service 10 its CUS'lomcrs. No pany-linc scrvite 1s 
nvailnblc. 

2. SANCOM. Inc. t urrcolly ofTcrs Lifeline and Link Up services within its exchanges 
Beginning January I, 1998, the programs \\ill be ofTcrcd under new terms m accord with the 
FCC rules, 47 CFR 5-l.400-54.4 I 7. and any PUC decisions concerning unplementation of the 
c.lpandcd programs. 

If you have any questions. ple:isc contact me. 

P.O. &,x 308 ,, Woonsocket. S .D. 57385-0308 
Tofl•Froa 1-888-978-77'7 ,, Falf 1-6a5·196·4419 

.. 
" IXNflfT l -2-



Richatd W. Johnston. being first duly swom. s1:i1c !hat I am !he General Maruigcr for the 
responding p31ty, th:ll I has rc3d rite: inili11J ETC application llnd !he forcgoing. and the =c ,s 
true to m) own best kno"·lcdgc, information and bchct. 

Subscribed 311d swom before me !his 9•h day or October, 1997. 

' 
12. lo. ~ ---ii 

~OLAr) Public. anbom County 
Stmc of South Dnkotll 
My commission CKpircs: 1lv I ':I .Jr,;· 1 

2 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM1SSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY SAN COM, ) 
INC. FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 
) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-096 

On June 19, 1997, the Pubhc Ut,hlles Commi ssion (Comm,sslon) received a request for 
des,gnul!on as an e!tg,ble telecommun,cahons earner (ETC) from Sancom inc. (Sancom) Sancom 
requested designation as an erig,ble telecommunw:at,on.s earner w,th,n !he local exchange areas that 
constitute ,ts servtee area 

The Comm1» lon electrontcalty transmitted notice or the fihng and lh.e Intervention deadltne 
to interested ,ndMduals and ent11Jes No person or entity filed lo ,ntervene By o«ler dated 
November 7, 1997, the Comm1ss10n set the heanng ror th,s matter ror 1 30 pm on November 19, 
1997, In Room 412. State Capitol, P,erre, South Dakota 

The heanng was held as seheduled. At the heanng, the Comm1uton granted Sancom a one 
year warver of the requ,rement to p,ovide toff control service within ,ts service 11rea At ,ts December 
11, 1997, meellng, the Commiss,on granted ETC deslgnallon to Sancom and designated 1ls study 
area as its service area. 

Based on the evidence of record. the Com.m,ss1on enters the followi~ Findings or Fact and 
ConciUSIOOS or Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 19, 1997. tho Commission received a request for designation as an ETC from 
Sanco,n Sancom requested des,gnauon as an ETC within 1he local exchang" areas that constitule 
its seMCe area San<Xl'TI se,ves the following exchanges Wolsey (883); Par11ston (928). and Tripp 
(935) Exhibit 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e) (2). the Commission ,s required to des,gnate a common 
eamer that meets the requirements o f sectJon 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Comm ,ss,on 

111 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C § 214(e}(t ), a common came, that Is designated as an ETC ,s eligible 
to recerve unrversal sennce support and shall, lh/Oughout ,ts service area. offer I.he services that are 
supported by federal universal serv,ce support mechanisms either using Its own facd1tles or a 
combmahon ol ,ts own faolr11es and resale of another carnet's services. 'The earner must also 
advertise the avallab,ltty o f such services and the rates lot lhe services using m ed,a or general 
distnbutton 



IV 

The Federal Commurucauons Commiss,on (FCq has desig.ruated the folklwlng seMCes °' 
func:tiooalt1le .is those supported by rederal universal ser;ice supl)Ol1 mechanfsms. ( t) voiee grade 
ac:cess to the publte switched ne!WO<k, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency slgn111hng or ,ts 
fundiOl\al ~ I. (4) single pany selVlce or ,ts runClional equivalent, (5) access to emergency 
services (6) access 10 operator services: (7) access to interexch111nge seMce, (8) access to 
a1, ee1ory aSStstance, and (9) toH hmltatJon fOlf qualrfylng low-income coosumers 47 C.F.R § 
54 101(a) 

V 

As part of itS obhgatJons as an ETC, an ETC 1s requited to make available llfehne and Unk 
Up seMCeS to qual,fy,ng low-income consumers 47 CF R § 54 405. 47 CF R § 54 411 

V1 

Sancom offers voice grade access 10 lhe publtc swrtcned network to oll consumers 
throughout tts serviee area Exhtb11 1 

Vll 

Sane.om offers local exchange~ induchng an amount of local usage lree of per minute 
charges to all consumers througho\Jt Its seNicet area 1$1 

VIII 

Sancom offers dual tone mulll-lrequency s,gnahng to au consumers throughout ,ts sel"<tice 
area. 1$1 

IX 

Sanc:om offers Stl\Gle patty nMCe to all l:0'!1umers througl\out its sennce area Exhibtt 2 

X 

Sancom offers ac:cess t" emergency services to alt consumers throughout its service area. 
Exhibit 1 

XI 

Sanoom offers access to operator serv,ces to alt consumers throughOut its serv1Ce area. 1$1 

XII 

Sancom offers access to ,nterexchange services to all <X>I\Sumers throughout its sel\llCe 
area 1$1 

XIII 

Sancom otters eccess to direC1ory ass,stance to all consumer throughout its service area 

2 



XIV 

One ot the seMCeS required to be provided by an ETC to qual1fymg low•1ncome consumers 
,s toll hm11a11on 47 CF R § 54 t01(a)(9) Ton ltm,tallOn consists of both toU blodung anCI toll 
control 4 7 C F R § 54 400(<1) Toll control ,s a service that allows consumers to s:,eoty a cena.n 
atl)()OOI o( IOI usage that rNty be inaKTed per montn O< per bllbng c:ycle 47 C F R § 54 400(C) ToU 
blodung IS a ..erv,oe that lets consumers elect not to allow the corr letion of outgO<ng toU catts 47 
C F R § 54 400(b) 

xv 

$ane()m Offers l oll b!oclung 10 all consumers throughout ,ts serv,c;e aru Exhibit I 

XVI 

Sancom does not currently offer toll control !II In order for Sanc:.om to provide loll control 
add1t1ona1 usage rraclong and storage capabd,ttes WIil have 10 be ,nstatled "' 11s local sw,tCl\tng 
equipment Sancom 1s a11emp1,ng to determine wnethe, the necessary software hu been 
developed and wT1en ti m,ght become available ~ 

XVII 

Silncom Slated that n is laced with excep1100al areumstanees eoncem.no I$ alill,ty to make 
tol control ,e,vice available and requested a one year watver from the requirement to provide suet, 
serv,ce I~ Pnor to 1ne end of the one year pernod, Sancom WIii repon back to the Commission with 
spec,flc 1nlorma11on 1nd1cat1ng when the networlt upgrades can be made 1n order to provide toll 
control ~ 

XVIII 

With respect to lhe obligauon to advenise the avadabtlrty of services supported by the federal 
universal serv.ce support mecnarusm and the cnarges for those serv,ce:s using media of general 
dtslnbulion. Sane.om stated lhllt ti adverti ses the ava•fablldy ol ,ts toc.l e:,rchange services ,n media 
of general dlslnbubon lhrOugnout 11s service area However. Sancom has. not geoera'ily ao,en,sed 
the pnces lor these serviees Isl Sancom staled ,ts mtentt0n to comply Wlln any adven,s,ng 
standards developeo by the Comm,ssiOn lg. 

XIX 

Sancom currently offers ufehne and unk Up service dis.counts ,n rts exchanges E.xt11b11 2 
Sancom w ,11 otter the Ltfehne and Link Up serv1Ce discounts in all or ,ts service area beg,nnlng 
January 1. 1998, n accotdance with 47 CF R §i 54 400 to 54 417, 1ndUSl'lle, and any Commission 
imposed requ.,rements Exh1t»1 2 

x.x 

The Commission f1nd.s that Sancom cuNently pro~1des and WIii con1,nue to provide the 
fotlowlng serv,ces 0< lutlctlonalltJes tlvoughclul tts serv.ce ai'ea { 1) voice grade access to the pul>l,c 
s-MICheCI netwo11t. (2) k>Cal usage, (3) dual tone mul11,frequency s,gnakng. {4) Stngle-pa,ty service. 
(5) access to emergency services (6) access to operator services. (7} access to interexch1nge 
serv,ce, (8) access to d<reclory ass,stance, and (9) tol blodc,ng f0< qualifying tow-income consumers, 

j 



XXl 

The Comffllsslon finds that oursuant to -47 CF R § 54 101(c) ,twill grant S.ncom a waiv~ 
of the niqunment to offer tol conl!Ol se,w:es untll December 31, 1998 The Commission finds thal 
exc:epiJcnal o l'Q.41lstances prevent S;moom from prov,dtng tol conl!Ol at th,s ttme due to the dtffttulty 
111 obta,mng the neoessary software upgrades to prov,de the servtCe 

XXII 

The Cc,nmtSSIOn finds that Sanoom in tends to provide ufeltne and Unk Up programs to 
qua!Jfy,ng oustomers throuQhout its service area, consistent with state and federal rules and orders. 

XXJII 

The Commis5lon find.s Iha! Sancom shal adven1se the ava1l1bd1ty of the servtCes suppon&d 
by the federal universal seMce suppon mechanism and the charges therefor throughout its servlce 
area using media of ge'leral distribution once each year. The Commission funher finds that If the 
rate for 8tl'f of the se,:vices supported by the federal uruversal servtCe suppon mechanism changes, 
the new rate must be advertised us,ng media o f general d1stnbution 

XXIV 

Pursuant to• 7 USC § 21<1(e)(5) , the Co!M'llsSIOn designates Sancom's current study area 
as l ts serv1ee area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comrru55,on has runsdlCIIOn over th,s matter pursuant 10 SOCt. Chapters 1·26, <1&-31, 
and 47 U.S C § 214 . 

II 

Pursuant to -"1 USC. § 214(e)(2). INt Commlss,on ,s require<! to des,gn,te a oommon 
c.i-ner that meets the reqwements of SectlOfl 2 1'4(e)(1) as an ETC lor t S61'11ice area designated 
by the Commlss,on 

Ill 

Pursuant 10 47 USC § 21~e)(1). a coouoon earner that is des,gnated as an ETC 11 el,otble 
10 rece,ve universal service suppon and shal, llvoughoul ,ts serv1Ce 1re1, offer the sennc:as that are 
supponed by federal unlver,al serv,ce suppon meehan,sms either using Its own facllrtles or a 
combination of Its own facil1tles and resale of another camefs serv,ces The earner must also 
adven,se the avadabt~ty of such serv1Ces and the rates for the SOrvtCeS USlflO media of general 
d1stnbubon 

IV 

The FCC has designated the fotloWlng servlees or f~hbes ,as those supponed by 
federal un,versal sennce sul>PO'l mechanisms (1) vooce grade access to the pul)IIC SWttched 
network. (2) Jocal usage, (3) dual tone mutt>-frequency signaling 0t 1ts I mc:tional equal, (4) single 
party seMCe or its fu111C11onal equivalent, (5) access to emergency sel'Vk. ,s. (6) access 10 operatOt 

4 



$C1rv1ces: (7) access to rnteruchange scrvlc:e, (8) access to d11cctor, assistance; and (9) toll 
limitation for quahf)l,ng low-income consumers. 47 CF R § 54 101(a) 

V 

As pan of rts obhga11ons as an ETC. an ETC ,s required to nv• .e avallnble Lifeline and LJnk 
Up servtees to qual,fylng low·mcome consumers 47 C F.R. § 54.405; 47 C F R § 54 4 11 

VI 

Saneotn has met lhe 1eqU11emen1s of 47 CF R § 54 101{a) with the exception of the abtlrty 
to offer toll control. Pursuant to 47 CF R. § 54 101(c). lhe Comm1ss10n COllciUdes that Sancom has 
demonstrahd exceptional ora.imslances that 1ustrfy granting rt a Wlllver of the re.quire.men! to o ffer 
toll control until December 31. 1998 

VII 

Sancom shall provide Lifeline and link Up programs to qualifying cust.omers throughoVI its 
serv,oe area consistent wi1h state and federal n,Jes and orders 

VIII 

Sancom shall ad11eruse the availab1lrty of the seMces supported by the federal universal 
seMCO support mechamsm and lhO dlarges therefor using media of general chslnbulion once oacll 
year II the rate for ar,y or the services supponed by the fede<al universal service suppon 
mechan,sm cnanges, the new ra1e sha.11 be advertised us,ng media of general d tsln!l<Jtion 

IX 

Pursuant to • 7 USC § 21•{e)(5), the Commission des;g1111tes San='s current study area 
as ils ser.11ce area 

area 

X 

The Comm,ss,on des,g1111tes S3noom as an eligible telecommun,calJ( camer for ,ts service 

II is therefore 

ORDERED, that Sancom's current study area ,s des,gnated as its service area, and 11 is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that $allCO(Tl shall be granted a WIIJVt!f of lhe requirement lo offer toll 
control services un1,1 December 31, 1998, and ii Is 

FURTHER O RDERED. that Sancom shall follow the advertising requlfements as listed 
above, and II ,s 

FURTHER OROE:RED, that Sancx,m ,s designated as an eltg lble te!ecommurucations earner 
for ,ts service are;\ 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF OROER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that ltlls Order was d'uly entered on the ..L;i!!kday of December. 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32. this Order wdl take effect 10 days after lhe date or rece,p1 or 
fa,ture to accept oehvery or the deos;oo by the parties. 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this / 71/{,,day of December, 1997 

Off lClAI. $£AL 
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LIFELl~E AND LINK UP PLAN 
OF SANCO M. INC. 

RECEIVED 

DEC 2 ~ 1997 

The SANCOM. INC subm11s 1h1s plan punWU11 10 47 CFR ~~~})'af_?J~ ~f 
INC h:ss been dcsigna1ed u an eligible 1elecommumca1ions CilmC'T by th\1- ·sotlh 1)ak6tii~J@~ 
Uul111cs Commission ( .. SDPt:C'") and, .u sucrn. mus1 mLke L1fchne and Link Up scmcc 
llva1l:iblc 10 qualifying lov. •income consume~ u sc1 fonh m the Comrmssion·s Fmal Order um/ 
Derui(J11, t,/(J(m· of Efltryof Dt:ns,on dated No\·tmbcr 18. 1997, issucd 10 Docke1 TC97-ISO Un 
the ~Janq o[ the ln,csugauon mto the L1fchnc and Lmk ul' Programs}. "h1ch u nnachcd as 
fah1b11 A , and cons,ncn1 "'Ith the cri1cria cs1ahhshcd under -17 CFR H S-1 400 10 s .i..1 11. 
1nclushc 

A. General 

The L1fcline and Link Up programs ass1s1 qualified low-income consumers b} 
pm,:1drng for reduced mon1hly charges and reduced connec11011 charges for local 
1clephonc scr-ice TI1e ass1sumce apph cs 10 a single telephone lmc 31 n qtuhficd 
consumer· s pnn<:1pal place of residence. 

2 A qunhficd low-111come consumer is 3 telephone subscriber who pa.'11C1pa1cs mill lcns1 
one of the following public wi51llllcc progirams: 

IL Mcd1oud 
b. Food StampS 
c. S11pplcrnen1al Secumr Income (SSI) 
<! Fcderul Public Housing AsslStilllCe 
c. Low-Income Home Energy Assistance l'rogr.un CLHEAPI 

l . A qualified lov. -income consumer 1s eligible 10 rece1\'c cuhcr or both l1fcllnc and 
Lmk Up ass1stan.cc 

4 .,A:S:COM. INC "ill ad,en1sc the :w11ilab1h1y of Lifeline and Lmk Up SCf\1ces a.od 
!he charges therefore usmg media of gcncniJ dmnbuuon :md in accord! with (Illy rules 1h41 
may be dc,,elopod by the SO PUC for apphcauon 10 chg1bk 1clccommunic-ations came~ 

5 In add111on. SANCOM. INC.. 35 requtred b) the Finni Order 011d D«is1u11. None,• of 
Emry of Dt'c1s1on of the SDPUC (Exlub11 A). will md1ca1c m n's .mnual r~n 10 1hc 
SD PUC lhc number of subscn~ ";1h1n 11·s sm 1cc llfCil r"C:CC1\•lng I 11elu1e amior Link 
l;p :i.sststance In addruon. this 1nforma11on 11,,tll be pi'O\'ldcd lo ihe Uru,ersal Sm 1cc 
AdmmiS11 J11vc Company C"'USAC") 

(i lnfonnn11on as 10 the number of consu.rncrs qualifying for L1fchnc lllldior I mk I 'p 
nu1s1ancc cannot currently be provided by SANCOM. INC because II hu no access 10 
the government information necessary 10 dc1ami11c how many of 11s telephone 
subscnbcrs are parucipa11ng m the abo"c referenced public llSS1stancc programs. Without 
1lus informa11on, SANCOM. INC. C3Jlll0l provide, ml 1h1s time. C\'en 3 reasonable 



cst1ma1e of the numbct of us subscnbcrs " ho, :afler January I, 199 • "111 be rcre1\ mg 
Lifeline and/o r LmJ.. Up service lnformauon 11s 10 the number of 11.s lo" ·income 
subsrnbcrs quahfymg for Lifeline and or LmJ.. Up can be pro\1dcd aflcr apphcauons for 
L1fchnc and I.ink \,'p .usmance h:1, e ~ rcccl\cd by A:-.COM. 1:,:c 

7 In accord" 11h the SDPUC-s Fu,al Ordtr and Dtw,on /1,'ollcc' of Entf) o/ lktis1on. 
SA:-.C0:>-1, ISC \\ 111 make apphcauon ,orms :a,:ulablc 10 all o f als c'1s1mg rcs1dc:n11.d 
cu~H>mc~. 10 all n~ cus1omc~ ,,hen they npply for res1denual local tdephonc sc"·1ec, 
and 10 other persons or cnullcs upon 1hc1 r rcquc~l 

B. l.lfclint 

I L1fclrne SCT\1Ce means a re1a1I local service ofrering for "'htch quahticd low-income 
consumers pay reduced charges 

:? Lifeline sc"icc includes voice grade access 10 the pubhe s" uchcd ncl\\ Ork. local 
usugc. dual lone muh1-frcqucncy signaling or Its (uncuonal cqul\'alent. s111glc-p:m) 
S<'I'\ 1cc or 11S funcuonal cqu,, alcnt. .icccss 10 cmcrgcnC) Kf\·1ccs . .u::.ccss 10 opcr.1101 
scn,ccs, access 10 m1crt1.changc scn 1cc, access 10 directory 3SS1'1ancc. and 1011 
hm11311on. 

3 Qualified lo" -income subscnbcrs arc required 10 submit m apphatron form m order 
10 r«c:1,c Lifeline sc"1cc. In 1pplyu1g for L1fcl111c ~SJSlMCe. the subscnbct mus1 ccmfy 
under pcna:t) o f pc1JU,Y tMI they arc currcn1l> parttc1pa1tng m lit lcU1 one of the 
qiuhf}1Df p,;bhc US1$WlCC progr.uns hsicd In Scct1on ,\ l. i bo\ C In JddJuon. lhc 
subscnb~ mus1 agree co noufy SANC0 ~1. INC when they ceue p.1rt1c.

1
-ating in 1he 

quahfymg public w1s1J10Ce program(s) 

.i. The total monlhly L1fchne crcdll a\ a1lablc 10 quahl1ed consumers IS SS 25 
SANCOM. INC shall pro,1dc the cred11 co quahficd consumers b) ;ipplymg tM federal 
b:aS<hnc suppon :unoun1 of SJ SO 10 "a1,e thc consumer's fcdcul End-Usu Common 
Linc charge and applying chc additional aulhomcd federal suppon amount of SI. 7S ms a 
credit co the consumer· s intrastate local SCf'1C:C race 'The federal b;uchne ~!JPPOn .imounc 
and add111onal suppon a,-a.alablc. cocahng SS 2S. shall reduce SANCOM. INC ·s lo" est 

1anfrcd (or 01herw1sc generally available) rcs1dcn11:d rate for the sen ices hs1cd :ibo, cm 
Scc11on B.3 Per the auachcd SDPUC Final Ordn and Dccuron No11rt of Entn of 
D«mon. the S IPUC h3S aulhon,cd m1raswc rate rcdu1:11ons for chg1blc 
1dccon11numc:.111ons earners making the add111onal federal suppon :unounc of SI -s 
3\atlablc. The SDPUC did noc cstabhsh a. stale L1fchne proi;r.im 10 (und illl} funhcr rule 
rcducuons (E"h1b11 A. Findings of F.icc \ ' JI and \'Ill. and Concl~1ons ,>( U\\ II nnd 
Ill) 

S SA "COM. l:SC "111 not d1sconnec1 subscnbcrs from thcu L1fehnc sm 1cc for non
p3)mm1 of coll ch.irges unless the Sl"PUC. pursuant to .l7 CFR ~ 54.-lOl(bl( l ). hms 
granted lhc com.pan} a "a1vcr from 1hc non-d1sconncct requirement 
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6. Except 1.0 the extent that SANCOM, fNC. has ob1.11incd a wniver from the SDPUC 
pursuant 10 47 CFR § 54.lOl(c), the compillly shall ofTcr 1oll limi1ation 10 all qll.1l1fying 
low-i.ncome consumers when they subscribe: to Lifeline sc.rvice. If the subscriber elects 
10 receive toll limillltion, 1h01 service shall become pnn of I.bot subscriber's Lifeline 
service. 

7. SANCOM. INC. will not collect a savicc deposit in order 10 initi111e La feline service if 
the qualifying low-income consumer voluntarily elccls toll blocking on their 1clcphone 
line. However. one month 's local service chorges may be required as illl advance 
payment. 

C. Llok Up 

I. Link Up means: 

(a) A rcduaioo in the customary ch:irgc for commencing 1c:lcoommunic.11ions 
service for a single 1elc:eommunications connection 111 a consumer's principal 
pince of residence. The reductions shlJI be 50 percent of the customary chorge or 
SJ0.00, whichever is IC$$; illld 

(b) A deferred schedule for payment of !he charges assuscd for commencing 
service. for which the consumer docs Dl't pay in1en:a1. The mtCfCSt charges 001 
assessed to the consumer shall be for coMCC11on charges o! up 10 S200.00 lhlll arc 
deferred 10 a period 00110 exceed one year. 

2. Charges auCS$cd for commencing scrvacc include any charges that uc custom:mly 
l1SSCSSCd for c.oMccting subscribers to the network.. Thc:sc: charges do not in;;Jude my 
pcnnissfblc: s«unty deposit rcqulmnen:is. 

3. The Link Up prognun shall allow a consumer 10 rece,ve !he benefit of the Link Up 
ptOgJ11111 for a second or subsequent time only for a prind~l place of residence with an 
addl'C$$ d11Tctc:n1 from the rcsidcnc:c llddrc:ss lit ,.,hacb the L1J!llc Up assistance was 
pro,,dcd pr«ioualy 

SA,'l:COM. INC 
PO BOX 67. \\'OONSOCKET. SD Srn!S-0067 
605-7% .UI l 

.,.ff~ ~cW'~ 
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F.XIH 8 IT "A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE ANO LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

At its August 18, 1997, regularty scheduled meeting, the Public Uhlit1es Commission 
(Commission) voted to open a docket concerning the Federal Communications 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order. the FCC decided that it would provide for 
additional federal support in the amount of S1,.75, above the current $3.50 level. However, 
1n order for a state's Lifeline consumers to receive the additional $1 . 75 in federal support. 
lhe state commission must aoprove that reduction In the portion of the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user. 47' C.F.R. § 54.403(a). Additional federal support may also be received 
in an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from the intrastate jurisdiction, 
up to a maximum of $7.00 in federal support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). A state commission 
must file or require the eamer to file information with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth 1n 47 C.F.R. § 54.401. 

By order dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed interested persons and 
entJttes to submit written comments c:oncem,ng how the Commission should implement the 
FCC's rules on tne Lifeline and Link Up programs In their written comments, interested 
persons and entities commented on the following questions. 

1 Whether the Comm,ss,on should approve intrast, .e rate reouctions 10 allow 
eonsumers ehg1ble ror L1fehne support to receive the additional $1 75 in federal support? 

2 Whelhef the Comm1sS10n should set up a state L1fehr,e Program to fund further 
reoucbons 1n the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3 Whether the Com.'l'l1ss1on should modify tne e)Usllng Lifeline or Link Up 
Programs? 

.: Shall tne Commiss,on f ,e o,- re,..-:.1 re Ute earner to hie 1nforma11on Mlh lhe 
~ o! u,e tede-a: Ulll ,'U'Sal ser,.,ce ' u'ld c~ung that tne ca<ne(s L11tthne 
t)la'l mee:s the a,:.ersa se: ~oi-~"I .rc .:.7 CF R § S.: <:Ol(d)? 

81 orcw ~ ~.r • ';, · 99; ~'le C:r\.., ss,oo ~l t>Vblic: neanngs :o rec.e1ve 
Pl.t>l ic ~ or ' 'le a.iest~ ,s·~ a:xr.tt Tne !lear,ngs v.~e l'eld a, 11-~ fo iC',,\,ng 
rr.tes a"tl p&aces. 

Monoa. 0::;;oe, 2~ '9"3; : 00 om Canyon La•e Seni0: C tizens 
~"" 2900 Ca..,,-on La~e o, ,If! Rapio C.iy SO 



PIERRE 

SJOUX FALLS 

Tuesday, Octobef 28, 1997. 1·30 pm . S1ate Capitol Building, Room 
412,500 East Capitol Avenue. Pierre. SO 

Wednesday, October 29. 1997. 9 00 am . Cen1er for Active 
Genera1ions, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls. $0 

At 11s November 7, 1997, meeting, the Commission ruled as follows On the first 
issue. the Comm1ss1on authorized intrastate rate reductions 10 allow ehg1ble consumers 
10 recerve the additional $1 75 1n federal support. With respect to the second issue. the 
Commission decided to not set up a slate Lifeline program to fund further reductions at lh1 s 
time On the third :ssue. the Commission eliminated the ex1st1ng TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and earners that have purchased U S WEST exchanges lo fund a 
S3 50 reduction of local rates to tow income customers age 60 and :>ver The Comm1ss1on 
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules In addition, the 
Commission ordc:red that staff, 1n consultation wlth the earners, develop a standard form 
for self-<:ert1ficahon; that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior to January 1, 
1998, and thereafter. to all newc:ustomors. and that the earners make the forms available 
to any person or entity upon requesL On the fourth issue. the Commission ruled that the 
earner be required to file with the FCC the information de 110nstra1mg that the earner's plan 
meets 1he applicable FCC criteria and that the earner send an informational copy to the 
Comm1ss1on Funher. that the carriers include In their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up su;ppon 

Based on the written comments and evidence and 1estimony received at the 
heanngs, tne Comm1ss1on makes the foll0wtng Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The curren1 state Lifeline program 1s referred to as the Te-lephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The current state Link Up program 1s relerred to as tho Llflk Up America program 
The Commission implemented these programs ,n tne US Wi:ST excnanges pursuant 10 
11s De-c,s,on and Order da1ed February 17 1988. issued 1'l Dootet F .3703 lo the 111aue1 °' the Jnye$~atoo of a Je1ect-~istan;.e Piao for South oaiso;a 
Customer:, Exh,t>it 1 at pago t Subsequent t>Uyer~ o! U S WEST exchanges v.ere 
reauired 10 also otter the TAP and Link Up Amenta programs ~ at pages 1·2 

II 

The d!1"0l61I d TAP assistance s S7 00. S3 50 of w1l1Ctl 1S federally funded v.1lh tne 
rema.ning S3 50 funded by the local 1e!ecommun1cauons eamer ~ at page 3 Although 
US WEf T .,as ong,nalty allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program. US WEST 
suoseQue'l:ly ga·,e uo that rognt n Oooct F 36<7-8 In we Mauer of the Pd>hc uuhhes 
Comm1SS:on 1rnies11oa1w •mo the Etfects of lht 1986 Ji!! Reform Act on Souto Dakota 
Ut,11,es E,l'I C>II 5 In orde-- 10 re-ce,ve the TAP assistance a member of 1he household 

? 



must be 60 years of age or older and participate 1n either ihe food stamp or the low-income 
energy ass1st;:1nce program. Exhibit 1 at page 2 

111 

The link Up America program provides assistance in an amount equal to one-half 
of the qualifying subscriber's telephone service connection charges up to a maximum of 
S30.00. 1!1. al page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance, must not presently have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service al h is or her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency criteria does no: apply to those 60 years of age o;r 
older). Jg, The Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds. Jg. 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and link Up programs 1n CC Ooci<et No. 96-
45, lo the Matter of federal-State Jojnt Board on Universal Secv1ce, adopted May 7. 1997. 
Beginning January 1. 1998, the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline support will 
be $3.50 per qualifying low-income consumer with an additional $1.75 1n federal support 
If the state commission approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R. § 54.403(a). Additional federal Lifeline support in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed $7,00) i s a lso available. Jd. 

V 

The FCC further foun • that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction 1n the, telr,communlcations carrier's service connection charges equal to one half 
or the carrier's customer connection charge or $30 00, whichever is less. 47 C.F.R § 
54.413(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, if there 1s no state Lifeline or Link Up program, a 
consumer 1s eht11ble for support if the consumer participates in one of the following 
programs: Medhcaid, food stamps; Supplemental Security Income: federal public housing 
assistance; or the LO'#-lncome Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C.F R. §§ 54.409(b) 
and 54.41 S{b). In addition, if there is no state Lifeline or Link Up program. a customer 
must certify under penalty or periury Iha! the customer 1s rece1v1nr benefits from one of the 
programs listed! above and agrees to notify U,e carrier If the custo1 ,er ceases to pan1opa1e 
in such program or programs. J.11. 

VII 

The first issue 1s whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions 
to allow consumers eligible for Lifeline support to receive the add111onal $1 75 in federal 
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suppcxt The Commission finds that II shall authonze intraS1ate rate reduct,ons for ehg1ble 
telocor.1municat1ons companies prov,d,ng local exchange serv,ce to allow eligible 
consumers to rece,ve the add1t1ona1 S 1 75 ,n federal support Thus the total amount o f 
federal suppon 1s SS 25 per ehg,ble customer 

VIII 

The second issue 1s whether the Comm1SSJ()O should set up a state Lifehne program 
to fund fur1her re<luC11ons in the intrastate rate paid by the end user The Comm1ss1on 
finds 11 will nol set up a state Lifeline program to fund furlher reductions at this lime 

IX 

The third issue Is whether to modify or ehm1nato the existing Lifeline program or 
Link Up program With respea to the e>dstmg Lifeline program. the Comm1ss1on finds that 
11 shall eliminate the 8XlSbng TAP program that requires US WEST and earners that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a S3 50 reduction of local rates to tow income 
a.istomers age 60 and over. The Comm1ss,on furlher finds that the South Dakota lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules SU 47 U.S.C §§ 54 400 to 54 417 
1ha effect or following the FCC rules and not mS11tu1tng fur1her state funded reductt0ns 1s 
that the FCC ehgibihty requirements and setf-ccr1ificat1on requ irements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs In addition, the Comm1ss1on orders that the 
Commission staff, 1n consullahon with the earners, develop a standard form for self
cer1rficat,on. The earners Shall send these forms to each customer pnor to January 1. 
1998. The carriers shalt also send a form 10 each of their new customers F,nally, tho 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fourth issue 1s whether the Commission should file, oc 1n the altemahve. require 
the camer to file 1nformatton with the fund adm1nistr ,llor ~ 47 C F R § 54 401 (d) The 
Comm1ss,on finds the earners shall be required to file that 1nforrna11on demonstrating tha1 
the camel's plun meets the applicable FCC rules and that the earner send an 1nformauonal 
copy to the Commission The earners shall also be required to include 1n their aMual 
report to the Comm1ss,on the number of subscribers who rece1Ve 1.Jfehne and Link Up 
supp<Yt 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

TI\'? CommisSton has JU05d1ct1on over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49.31 
spec,ficatly 49-31-1 1. 49-31-3 49-31-7, 49-31 -7 1. 49.31.11 . 49-31 12 t 49.31.12 2 and 
124 ano47C FR §§544001054 4 17 



II 

Pursuant to 47 C F R § 54 403(a), the Commission authonzes intrastate rate 
reducuons fOf ehgtbte tetecommumcahons companies prov1d,ng local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the addn,onal S 1 75 1n federal support 

Ill 

The Comm1ss1on declines to institute a state Lifeline program to fund further 
reduatons at this IJlne Tho eJOsting South Dakota Lrfehne and Lmk Up programs shall be 
modified 10 follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C §§ 54.400 to 54 417, inclusive. on 
January,. 1998 The Coovn1ssion staff. in consultation with the carriers, shall develop a 
standatd form for self-certification The earners shall send these fC>mls to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998 The earners shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers Finally, the earners shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C F R § 54 401(d), the Comm1ss1on finds the earners shall be 
required to file that 1nforma11on demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
F(C rules and that the earner send an informational CXlp'f to 1M Coomission The carriers 
shall also be requ11ed to include 1n their annual report to the Commission the number of 
subscribers who receive Lrfehne and l ink Up support 

It 1s therefore 

ORDERED. that the Comm1ss1on aulhonzes mtra$lale rate reductions fOI' ehg1bte 
telecommumcat,ons companies prov1d1ng local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the add111onal $1 75 in federal support. and 1t 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Comm1sS100 will not set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions at this lime, and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission shall ehm 'late the existing TAP 
p<0gram, that the South Dakota l1fehne and Link Up programs fo ,w the FCC rules, that 
the Comm,ss,on staff, in coosultat1on With the camers, develop a standaro form for se!f 
cert1f1cat1on, that the earners shall send the$0 forms to all of their customers pnor to 
January 1. 1998, that tho earners shall also :send a form to each of their new customers; 
and that the earners make the forms available to any person or entity upon request, and 
It IS 



FURTHER ORDERED. that the carrier shall file with the FCC the lnrormat.1on 
demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applrcable FCC rules and that the carrier 
send an informational copy to the Commission The earners shall a lso include in their 
annual report to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link 
Up support 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this J,(I daay of November, 1997. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 




