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:;:: In tbr )burr or - IN TlfE MATTER OF TlfE AUNG BY 

U JEFFERSOIN TELEPHONE CO •• INC. 
1-- FOR DESIGNATION AS AH ELIGIBLE 

TELECOIIIIUNICATIONS CARRIE.R 

Public Utilities Commis,ion of the State of South Dakota 
DATI: 

···- --- .... _ --· .. -· .... 



TC97-09 3-
Jefferaon Telephone Company 

3 11 Main Strwl 
P.O. II<>• 121 • Jel..._, South Dekclla 5~ 

,_ II051 NMl.31 

Mr. W111i,un Uullrud. Jr. 
Public Utilities Commission 
Capitol Building. 1• Floor 
SOO l;ast Capitol A v,..nuc 
Pic.rre. S.D. S7S01-S070 

Dear Mr. Bullard· 

Jw1c 11) , I \197 

RECEIVED 

JU~ II t99r 

SOUTH DA ':>. '- "LIC 
UTttlTllS l..i..c ,\,5!'. ON 

Jcffason Telephone Co. Inc. is cndosing u l'CljllC:)1 for designation :is rut ·eligible 
1clecommunic.11iol\$ carricr" ("ETC"). Jefferson Telephone Co., Inc. hAs asswncd uniwrsnl 
service obligations for the 31\:11 ii serves and m«ts the criterin for ETC dcslanation in nccorcbncc 
with federal regulat.ions. c~t for the requirement for •10U co:ntroJ• service. Jefferson 
T ei.cphone Co .. Inc .. along iwith olhcr.1 in the indl!Stry. is in the process or examining the ·1011 
control· issue:. It is certain ·lh111 the provision oflhls service IIS outlined in the 11pplicablc FCC 
rulci. will require n better understanding oflhc FCC's intent rcl:lltive to •toll conlJ'Ol" lhnn cxiSlS 
now. Due: lo the time needed in studying and providing the •1011 control" service, JclTcrson 
Telephone Co .• Inc. is also enclosing herewith:, rcqUCSt for a temporary wnivcr oflhe •1011 
control• service requirement. 

!'lease contact me with My questions you lllllY have ~ing these requests. 

TI1Mk you. 

Your.llruly. 

!-:._c_J G. 
Richard Connon. 
Manager 

, ...,.. _ 



South 0.1.kotJ 
Public U1iliiics Couunwion 
Swc CJpitol 500 E. Ctpitol 

Pierre. SD S750 1·5070 
Phone: (800) J32· 178J 

Fax; (605) 77J.JSC9 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SER VICE FILINGS 
ThtH a.,e the 1,t.tc:onmunk.tJOn11¥Vk• fUfng 1- lh.tt lht Comnuk>n h.u ,eciet'v.d lo, lhc ptrtod of' 

06/ 13/ 97 through 06/ 19/ 97 
tf you "H d • <~• copy ol • fthnrg tut'd. overN9ht 11.f>'•ued.. Of ,,,.d41d ,o yCN1 pa.,u cont,1d ~nc t<~bO wiUun nv• O• W• o f tN, ~ 

DOCKET 
NUMBER 

TC97-1)76 

TC97-091 

TC97, t 03 

TC97, 10, 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 
ApplieaOO<I by Journey Telecom lnternatlOn.al, Inc for a Certificate of Authonty to operate as o toh1commurucat>ons comp;tny 
Within the state of Soutn Dakota (Staff T srr; 

A+>!)lic:at>on by Calls 101 Less Inc d'bla Cfl to, a Certificate o r Authonty to operate as a rele-communlcaoons company wrttion 
the stale of South Dakota. (Staff TS,TZ) Appt,c;anl seeks aul/lonty to originate and terminate •mttastate mttal.ATA a11d 
rntetlATA calls of business and rt!Sldonoal customers, to ope1a10 as a Tra'll!t and Debit (Ptepald Cabng) Card reulle1 and 
to ptO\'!de COCOTICOPT seMCe • 

"l)llkallO<l by Cty51al Communications. Inc lot a Certificate or Authonty 10 operate as a tele-communlc:allons company Within 
tho state of South Dakota (Stall TSITZ) Applicant seek.s outhorlly to prollldo local telecommuniClllions HMCes and 
,ntotexchllnge tetecommur.;a110n$ ser.,ccs Tho AppllCllnl v.,lt not offot any local tetecommunlcaoons sollllc:0$ Within a Rural 
Telephone Company seMCo areo IMthout seelung separate Comm1SS10n autho 

AppicaDOn t:y O\Olltelco, lflC far a Colllftcate ol Aul!>onty 10 operate as a terecommunic:atloot c:ompany Within Illa state ol South 
Oakoto (Slaff TS!TZ) Appl.can! • ... tends lo subscnbc lo and resell all lorms of ,nlo1,e•change and inll a-e,change 
tol=munlcatl0n$ - 111 ~ llate 01 S<xM Oakota, ll'lciudll'lg loc81 drat tone seMCes. Message Telophono ServlCo, Wide 
A10a Tolephono S&IIIICO. WATS-Wce ser.,ces, fo,e,gn o,change se-. private Imes, de lines. access seMCe, cellular seMCe. 
local switched """"" and other sorw:es and laollbes of commurvcabons common carrions and othe onll1les • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

ln'rastate TeleJ)hone Company, Inc purwan110 , 1 U S.C 21'(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby sool<S dtrslgnolion as an t ligib!e 
telccommun,c.lior>s earner Wl\htn !ho local cxC/longe a1eas that conSlllute its selffl:o area ,n SoulJI Da~ola lntlastato 
Telephone Company ts lho faaltties-based local P,Xchango carnet presenuy providing locul exchange 1etecommuruc11bons 

OATE 
Fll£0 

06/11'97 

0611 7197 

06/19197 

06119'97 

TC97-on I ser.,ces on the lol'OYMg ex:th:lnges .n South Oakota. Bmdtoy (784), Ca$lewOOd (793), Clark {S32), Florence (758). Hayti (783). I 06113197 
Lako Nordon (755), Waubay (9'7), Websler (34 5), VWlow lake (625) and Bryant (628) lnllastate Telephone Company, lo 
tis koow1oolle, is the ooly came, today prCMCfmo local e•change telocommun,calions soMCes In the above ldenbfle<I n change 
areas (Stall· HBl!<C 
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INTERVENTION 
DEADLINE 

07/07197 

07107/W 

07/07/97 

07/07197 

07/0,/97 



TC97.G78 

TC97,080 

TC97-0et 

TC97-0e3 

TC97 09'1 

TC97.0S5 

lnlef'Slllle Telecommun1e&tions Cooperal/ve Inc pursuant 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby se~k, deSignilbOn 
as an eligible telecommun.c4t1ons earner wuw, the local .. , ch•nge areas thal con~ule 4l seM<r area on South D•koW 
lnh:n,1a10 TtlKOmmu111CallOIIJ Cocperalr,e rs tne l1cilit.es..~...ed loclil e, ch11ngo camor p,esenl/y provid,ng loclll cn thil"II•· 
101ecommurucauons ,erv,ces ,n the lollO'Mllg e, tt,onges III Soulll Dakota Gooctw,n (79S) Ctur lake (1174) Caiy (2721 
Estollone (1173) 13'andl (1176) Aslona (1132) Toi onto (794) West Hendncu (479) El,ton (~• 21 WMu (829) Brootong~ Rurnf 
(593) Stnal (1128) Nunda/Rutl• nd (5116) W eniworv, (4113) llnd Chester (4119) lnler.iate Telecommun.caoons Cooll<!r•tNe 
10 dS knowledge. IS the only earner !Oday p,oVld,ng 1-1 e, cha"lle telecornmun,colJOM seMCr, ,n the abQ\e ICl•n~I ed 
erehange areas . tS1att ~ HB/KC 

Wes/. Rt,er Cocpera,-e T11lepl,one Compant pu1$uant 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 nereby He~s d o1'1)nabon °' 
an eloQ,IM telKOmmun1eabOns earner w u,.n the l<>Qt e, change aru~ that con'S!llut11 ~ •tMCe area ,n South Dakota We-.t 
Rue, Telephone ,s Ole hool:lcs-ba\<!d local oithange carlM!r piosently P'oYICIIIIO local e<thn"(le telecommunrcallOns seMCes 
on ine tollowong e>chnnQ05 8t.lOl'I (244). Butlalo (375) Can,p Crook (605 ,797) and {406.972) Moadov. (7811) ond Sorum (11661 
W~ RNer Telephone 1ocs lc.now1odge a the ooi.,. t•""' today piov,d,11() loul erchangu 1~lecommun.c.ot>cm, '<'MCtt III lht• 
above odtnbf.ed ei change 111e..1 tS!a~N_ H_B_'K_C _ _ _ ___ ________ _ __________ _ 

St.llelone Telecommunic:atiom lrlC pursuant 10 H US C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hei.bf s•ek1 dbSlQMUOn us an 11_1,g,ble 
1elecommun"auon1 umer wiuwn the loce I ttchange areas 11111 conMnute ns ll!MU area III S11ott1 Da~ota Statel111~ tS the 
11c,1oues-1>.ned local • •change earner preunlly prowling local erChang, 1etecommunocallonS "MCes III the lo1'°""1Q 
e, ChangeS Newel (456). Nisland (257) and LfflVTIOO (605 374) ano (701 376) Stateline to flS knowledge IS t1111 only c~rner 
today prollld,ng tocat erehange 1e1ecommun,c111>ons a.,rv,ces III lhe ni,o.,11 ldel1brie11 e, g,~ng~ a111_a~ 1s1an HBIKC 

Accent Communic:•bOns Inc pursuant to • 7 USC 21 4(e) ano 47 CFR S• 201 tierot>y seeu de11Qnat1on ~, an .,1.g.t,1,. 
1clecommun,ca11ons came, w,uw, the loul e, cllange areas thilt con$ll\lle lb MMCe IH!J Ac4~nt tS the taQl.t.es bne<J 
e, change earner presonlly p,01111.Mg local 11, thango lelecommun,cauons seMCes on tile l ollOW111Q e•shangll1o BnstOI <4921 
Dotano (635) Frodor,cl. (329) Hecla (11!14) NoM Hecla {701·9921 ano Mollene 11lll7) Acc ent 10 Al •no.,..ledgo iS lhe onl~ 
c.irlll!t IClday proVICllng local c,change telecommunico_bOns !14!~1!_son the ~IJ()v11od11_n_l)_~~ e_•_ftt~•.il,._LlSI"" Hl!.j'.:HI 

Jame VallctyCool)eratnc Teler,none Company pursuant 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR ~ 201 l't1el>',' , • .,. , dos,gnabOn 
,n an e1tg11>le lolecommun,catlons earner IWl1/lln Ille toc111 ei change wrens 11111 cons1>1u10 a~"""- area ,n Solllh Dakota 
J ames Valley Coopernwe Tolupl,one Company as tho tar:alll)es,ba»o<I e• chaogo carr141r Pft>SOnlly D<CMdtng tool e, chMIO~ 
te~ servcc,,.., the lollowotlg eichanges on Soultl Dakoti AndO'lor (1911) Claremont (2$4) Colun11» 1396) 
Conde {3821 Femoy {3!15) Groton (397) Hovgl\llln lOOS) and Turton (897) Ji1mn V1t11, Cooper11M! Tttel.'I\One CGn\cian1 
lo ns knowted;)o is the only i:arroer tOday provodilltl local e• ch.tngc 1elocommwuc;a1>0n, seMC:et ,n lllu wbove 1en~r...o 

~, chanoo or6as (St~tt Ha"CH~' - - - - ------ ------- ------ - ----- --

Heartland Commun1e.:ions Inc pu=anl 10 47 USC 21 4(e) ar,d 47 ccR !.4 201 1\er•by M'fU Ul'~Ril:..,n •• ;in e..; t:, • 
telecommunouaoM earner Wl\hon tne loca l e1c11ange areu 11111 conSIJIU1t rts M>Mte area III South Dal.ow HHlll•nd 
Communoc:a110nS rs the 1a~b.1sed loeal e ,~nge c:arnott presently prOl/ld,no loc.11 e,cm,noe 1e1~comrnuruc;u11on, seMce, 
In tile tollowlng e._chnllQes III Soulll DuoUt Plaar'Geddts (337) Heartlano Communoc:aoons to"' knowte<Jge rs the ont~ 
c&ffll'f l<lday p,Ollld,ng local ,., char,g<' te1~ommun.ob0n1 s,,rw11, W'l lhO 11b0vo1 odenl!fi,,d t' 1Chllll\l~ Arra. 1S1aN HSCH 
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TC97-08$ 

TC97-087 

TC97.088 

T::97,089 

TC97-090 

TC97-0t'2 

TC97~ 

Mldslale Telophono Compony, Inc pursuant to 47 USC 214(tl and 47 CFR 54.20111eret,,y 511eks deslprialion as un ebplblo 
telecommunications camer-..cNn the local exdlilRge areas lhal conslllUte its scNiee area In Sovth Dakota Midslale Telephone 
Company ls the '3'*'85-based IOCIII exchange carrier pursently p,owiang local eichange te-locommu111C111ions services In lhe 
lollolwlg erchanges In Sou1!1 DakoC3 Acociemy (726). Delmont (779), FL Thompson (245), Gann Valley (293) Kimball (778). 
New Holland (243). Pukwana (894), SIICkney (732) and White Lake (249). Mldstate Telepillono Company, lo ltS knowledge. 
Is Iha onty canier today provo,g local exehange telocommunleal>Ons serw:cs In the above ldenbfied exchange areas (Stall 
HB/CH 

Ban,c Telecom Cooperative pursuant ta 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54,201 hereby seeks des,gnalion a, a.n e11g1blo 
t&lecommuroeations c:arriet "'1IIWt the local • •change areas lhat conslllute rts seMCe a.rea. BaltJC Telecom Coopcrnllve t. the 
faciltUes-based local exchange earner preuntty p,OWling IOcal o•chonge telocommunicalions servieeS ;n the follow,ng 
exchanges: Batlle (529) and Crooks (543) Ball>c Telecom CooperaU.o, 10 rts knowledge, ~ the only carrier today p10Vld1ng 
local et change lelecommunicabOns selVic:es In the above Identified OJrchange areas (Stall HBIKC. 

East Plains Telecom, Inc pursuan1 to 47 U S,C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby scek.s designnUon as an ehg,ble 
telecommunlcatlorus carrier wrthio the local exchange areas thal coll$lllute IIS serw:e area East Plains Telecom, Inc. is the 
l acil•lles-based local IIJtChange carrier p,esenUy p,O'tldlng local exchange telecommunieal>Ons seMCes In !he lollow,ng 
m:hanges. Alceslet (934). Hudson (9114). and EMl Hudson (712·982) East Plains Telecom. Inc , lo 11$ ltnow!edge, ,s the only 
carrier loday p,ovldrng local exchange telecQmmunlcabOns sel'Ylces in the above ldenbfied exchar,ge areas l Slalf· H.8/KC:, 

Westom Telepllone Company pursuant l o 47 U.S C. 2U (e) end 47 CFR !>4 201 hereby seeks deslgnabon as an cllg,ble 
tol8C<lfflmunlca'°"' came, Ylitl'#l lhe local exchange areas 11181 COllS1IIUle rts ser.,ce &rea in South Dakota Western Telephon~ 
rs the taolfles-based toeet e:rc11ange carrier presently providing local 11Jtchange telecommunabOns seMCes In the tollowu,g 
OJrChanges Cresba!d (324), Faulklon (59&) and Orient (392) Western Telephone. lo Its know10dgo. is the only carrier loday 

ovtcf,ng loc:~t_oxcll~lolecommunlcllllons senAcet in the above ldentt6ed l!Jthnnge areas (Slalf HBIKC. 

StocktlOlm-Strendburg Telephone Company pursuant 10 47 U.S.C 214(0) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby iwoksdes,gnat>on as 
an eliQ,ble tolecommunlcabe>•s earner Within !he loe11I exchange areas thal co/l$Olllle rts serw:e area in Sou1h Dakol.l 
~ s the f.a~based IOeal ucha:nge carrier presently prOl/lding local exchange telecommunitaliOns serw:es rn tne 
lolloWIOQ 11Jtchanges 111 South Dakota· Stockholm-Strandburg (676. Revillo (823) and Sot.1th Shore (756) Slockholm, to 11'$ 

knawiedge, b the only corner today p,ovtding local exchange telecommu~bOns seMCes tn the •' -ve ldenbfied exchange 
areas (Sffitt HBIKC 

l(cnneboc Telephone Co pursuanl to 4,7 USC. 214(~) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby !14DU d0$lllnaoon ns an ellg,blo 
tolecommunlceuons carrier w,thln tho ioc:al e•change areas that cons111111e rts seMco area in Soulh Oakot.a Kennebec 
Telephone Co. rs !ho fOOOlles-based local ••1:hango carrier p,osenUy proVldmg local erchango 1011,communlCallOns seMCes 
In 111e tollOWlng exchanges· Konnebec (869) and Prnho (895) Kennebec Telephone Co , 10 !IS knowledge, iS the only earner 
l~.IIY providing local Hchange telecommunicalions serw:es in the above ldenufied excha119.e.a.r.eas (Slalf HBICH: 

Jeflurson Telephone Co., Inc pur$Ullnt to 47 U S.C 2t4(e) ond 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks deStOnabOn as an et,gible 
lelecommuniealions carrier Within the local etchange aroas !hat conslltuto ,ts seN\c:e a,rea 1n South Dakola Jellerson 
Telephone Co .. Inc is the f.ialtties-based locnl orchange earner p,esanUy provldlng local exchange lelecommunleaoons 
1tMCeSln !he 1°"°""10 ucllango Jellerson (968), Jelferson Telephone Co., Inc., torts know!edge, ,s !he only carnor to<Jay 
,ro\"ldlng local eJcharme tetecommunrcnliOos seNkes ht lho alx!Ye lde~Q11e(j e~t!l~ngo ~,1111~ . jSlnll, HBICH 
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06117197 07/07197 

06/17197 07/07197 

06/17197 07'07/97 

06i l 7197 07/07/97 

06/17197 07/07197 
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Sully Bunes Totephone Coopera1Jve. lne- rpursy@nt 10 47 USC 21 4(0) and , 7 CFR ~ 201 hereby seeks dosignauon as on 
etig!ble le'-nmunicatlOns carrier ~ Uie local • •Change areas that cons!l!Ute lb ltMCO area Sully Bulles h lephone 1$ 

the lac,1,ties-based local e• thange earner prnantly prowling loat H thang• i.1ecommunoca1i0ns seMCes "' th• lolkrMIIQ 
TC97-094 Mthangos West Onida (264), Hcencock (2'e6) Se<*8 (• 36) Tolstoy (442) Onak.a <••7) WeSS1011IOn (• 58) Unglord (• 93) 06119,97 07/07/97 

Rosholt (531) Tulare (596), Higt\nlo<o (852). Har,okt (875), Ree t-(e;ohls (943) Hoven (9• 8) Blunt (962) and Eao;t OnidB (973) 
S..UV 8uaes T ei.phont. 10 IIS ll/-1edge is Che otvy ca, nor today p,owJ,ng lo(al e.<ehangt, telKommuruc:a• ons ser,,cei '" the 
abOV~ idenblled ert::hanne areas IStaN HBICH) 

Venture Communic:atlOns tnc l)IJ1suan110 • 7 u SC 21• (0) and • 7 CFR 5• 201 hereby see~s <le$11Jm11>0n as on ~lig1bl11 
teleC-Ommunoeallons earner Wllhin the k>Qf eachange areas that conslltute 111 HMCt Q!H Venture CommunicabOns rs tno 
lac1ht1es-b.1Hd toc:al ercnange earner Pf-ntly p,O\'l<llng ,-, e"hange tel-mmunic.llOns seMCes rn tne follow,ng 

TC97-095 ar changes Onida (258), Bowdlo (285), R oS<:oe (287), Ple1pon1 (325), Brmon {U 8), Brmon NO (701 -443) Ro,tyn C•861 061!9'97 07/07197 
Wess,ngw, Sprv,gs (5311) Set.by (6• 9) Getlyil>llrg (765) and Lebanon (768) Ventur& Commuruca1>0r1s to its kno"1edge ,s 
~ only ca,.,., !Oday p,ollCWlg loQI e.cnange tt!lecon,muNC.atx>ns ser.,ce5'" the a llcr,r rdenlif,ed , ,cnange area, 1St.ttl 
HBICH) 

SANCOIA Inc puBUant to • 7 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 2011,ereb)' !U!eks d1t$1Qnauon as en el,git,Ce lelecommunoCilbon• 
earner~ th11 kxal u changa areas 111at conSlmrte tis MIMCe area 111 Sou1h Oakol.l SANCOM cs Ille l~alaMl,-Dued kxat 

TC97 096 « Chango c;arnot p,esently p,CMding local « change telecommunoeabOns seMCes 111 1ne lotto-MRg ercnanges rn Soulll Oakot~ 06199' 0,0191 
Wolsey (883). Parulon (1128) and Tripp {935) SANCOl,1 torts ~nowlettgo IS the only came, tOday prowling local o, chanoe 
telecommUNCallOns UMCH "' the above ldenu.lled ,,cha""• aieas tSiaN HB,'CH) 

Sanborn Telephone Cooperawe p;irwant to 47 USC 2t4(el ano • 7 CFR 54 201 hereby seel.s des,gnallOn as an elog,blo 
ttlecorn1nun1c:.i11ons carrier W!lhln Ullt toe.it 01cnango area, •t,ot con,ll1utu 115 Hrvlte o,e,, 1n Soutn Oakota S• nborn 

TC~' -097 Telephone as ai. l~DJseo IOCal illehlnge earner PttsenUy Pf\MCltnQ lo(al etthmng11 teiecommun1Cation• seMCe• '"I/le 06199 . o, 0- 111 
followi11g ei changH ,n Soul/I Oal.ota Elllan (227) Mt Vernon {236) Letcher C2• 8J Fo,nt.Dutg (49SJ MH'an 5271 
Woon5«>.el (7Q6) MCI Alpena (&&9) 5.lnbocn Tt!lepnone to Its • ·,,>w1e<1ge, 11 tno only umer lodby prcr,,a'"II IOCRI • •t ltangP 
lelecommurucatJons serw:es 1n the above ldenbfied e, chonno uren, (Stall HBICH> 

Ber111ton:1 IAuroapal Telephone Co pun.uant to 47 USC 21 4(el an<l • 7 CFR s, 201 ne11r,y seeu desagnat.on as an e"lf;ble 
lel•communtcaaon• ctr nor Wlllltn the kxal e•change aroas 111111 conS111u11, rt• HMO •••t "1 South Oa~ola 8trl!SIOUI Tel 

TC97 -008 Ii Ille ladlcJes•bused local e,chango cam<1r p,esenUy PfOV!di!lQ IOCMI erchange telecornmunieGIIOns seMC&s ,n the rollowing 06•1997 07 07197 
u changl' Bt1eslord (763) Beresford Tel to !IS knowiedge rs the or,ty earner IOdar Pl~ kxat e,cnango 
1e11com, ,unocalJOns seMCes 111 the above odentf.e<S e, cnanae .,ea, tStan HB'l<Cl 

Rt>t>t County Tetepl\0<111 COOl)('W!l'IIJ Assoo.:lbon pul!IUAOl 10 , 7 USC 21'(11) Ind '7 CFR 5" 20 I hereby sneu de~naDOn 
.11 ,1n t'lrg,ble tal• commur\l<:abOn~ orne, 'WIU\111 Ille tocal c"n•ngc areas tnai COMl'1ule lb ~er,,co, ar•• R!)lltHb Count\ 

TC97-099 
Tol~;"'<>ne Coo1><11111Ve Assoaai.on is 11111 laCllitleS Da.ed IOe~l e, crnonge u11,er l)fesenu,,, PfO"o/ld,ng loe.ll e , , na r,g,r 

06·19'97 07 OMI' telOc:omtnuncalloM seMCet ,nU,c, 1ot1oww,g e• t1t11ngea NOAA New Effington NO (701 63• > New Elf.ng1on 1037) too Cta11e 
C11y (652) Rol>it11S Counry h ie phone Cooper aw, As'$0Clall0n to cs I.nowt edge rs Ille on!) earner toda, p,O"Jld,ng local 
,.,ch•-111etr,eommunocat>o<1~ ~f!MCM on 1111' aoove ,oennF.e<1 • •ena- f' arf'ft\ rst.1n HB 'KCI 
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RC CommunlcatiOns, 11\C pu,-uanl to , 1 u1 SC 21'(e) and , 1 CFR 5' 201 hereby aetlc.s dn1gn1!1on as an thgd>le 
~- camer ..cwi Che local e,ctlange are.n lhal c:o,-.ce cs urw:. art1 RC CornmuniUlionS III lht laailiH-

TC9J.IOO based local exchange earner prtMnUy pnMding local exchange IIIKC>mmun;cabons urw:n In !ht lollowlng .. changH 
06/19/117 07/01197 North Veblen. NO (701 -834), Wilmot {Bl&), Peever (9321 . Veblen (73!) and SL!fflmit (398) RC Communic1tlon1. to 41 

'11owitdge, " tht only carrier loday prOVkling local excnange telecommunlca'tlon.1 MMCH in tno above ldenof\od H Change 
areas (Stall H811CC) 

Splltfoc)( Propertas Inc pu~uanl to , 1 USC 21 4(1) and , 1 CFR S-4 201 hereby ,f'tlilS ds -gnabOn as an e~lblo 
tehtcommunicallOnl cartier w\thln lhe local excha!IQe areas 1h11 consutUle 111 MIMCt orea, in South Oakoto Splltrock 

TC97-101 
Proc,enies, Inc G the l11c,14jn.t,;auo local e•c'1ange ca1no1 presonUy prowlinQ local eJti:hange 111ecommunicab0ns seNlces 

06/19'97 07/07197 ., Che roac-,g e~nges., Souu, Oalc:ota Howard/Carthage {772) and Oldham.Ramona <• 82) Spi,Clocl< P1ope11MtS Inc 
to Its know1eclge. ,s Ille only earner today p,ow:lang local uchange 1eJecommunocabOns HMCH in lhe above idenon.d 
erchaooo arus (S1an HBll<Cl 

Spwodc Teltcom Cool)e<a!Ne, Inc ~ 10 , 1 USC 21'(e) and , 1 CFR S-4 201 hereby SHksdHlgnaton as an eligible 
telecommunications earner Wlllwn lhe local • • change areas lha1 ~ o ur,,ce atH Splltfod! T e•eeom Cooperawt 

TC97-102 
Inc I$ the facllilies-ti.ud local exchange carrier presently proVlding local , , change telecommunlcallons seNlc:es rn 111• 

06/19197 07/07197 
following exchanges Brandon (582) and G. retson (605-59• ) and (507-597) SpWock Tetecom Cooperativo, Inc . to lt~ 
luiow\edge IS the only c.irnet today pro-lldlng local exchange lelecommunocabOns seMets WI lhe above ideflb'*I erchange 
areas fStaN HM<CI 

Tn-County Telecom Inc pursuant to , 7 U.S C 21'(e) and , 1 CFR 5' 201 hereby scei.s designatiOn aa an ei.glb4~ 
tolec:ommunicabOns earner Wltlw1 Ille local nchange a.reas Iha! con1lllU11 Ill seMCe area III South Oaltolll Tn-County 

TC97 1~ Telecom. Inc Is the laalllles-basf'd local ex"'ange corner presently prow:l,ng local erchange telecommunocabOns seM<:H 06/19'97 07,07/97 
In tho fotlowlng exchanges ,n Soutn Dakota Clavton (82S) and Emery (" l) Tn-County Telecom, Inc: . to Its knowledge rs 
the only earner today p,OVIC!rng local oxchaoge tolecommunlcations ie~es In tho above ldonbfled exchango areos (Stall 
HB.'CHI 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 
US WEST Communications Inc filed tor app.rovnl by tho ComnuSiOn the Type 1 Paglnil Agroemcnt between KJAM Mobdo 
Paging .w>d US WEST "This Agr"1lfMI\I Ylfl reacned IIVough YOlunta,y negoDabOns witnout re-son to medtaoon o, 1rtwab0n 
and ,s subm<tted tor approval pu11uant to Secl!On 2S2(e) ol 1111 Commun.c:allOns ACI ol 193' as amencleo by the 

TC97-0i9 Teleeommunic:allOns Act of 1996 KJAI.I Mobde Paging and US WEST further roqueSI thal lhe Commission tpprove tnis 06/16197 01/07197 
Agreement Without a h0&rlng and Y1'11l\011t allow,ng U,o intorvenllon of olher parlH!s Because th!si Agreement was reacnttd 
ovougn vofunla:y nego;;lllOOS • does not raise ossuos roquanng a hHnng and dOH not concern 011\er pat11es not a pan of the 
RIM'IOllallOns " l(!E!O"nl would f11rtne1 the !!!!bloc ltltertst • 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST Convnunoc1110ns llleo tanll $/letlS thil remove relerenCH to e1change1 Ulat ha,e been sold by US WEST The 
TC97-oa2 sale was effeCIIVt June 1. 1997 In addJ11on thlS Ntng indudes IOITle 11111 changes and dean-up items u S WEST has 00 171117 NA 

r...,u8$led nn ottee1Ne rlnlo nf Juno 1 1997 lnr rhis filann IS1att Cl.I/CH) 

PAGE 5 OF6 



FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA I E@" P J1trtt1 T!!lecom lne 011 Jyne 13 1997 I Nil, I NA 
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S~'Ddota 
Public Utilities Uommission 
Slate Cap11ol llu1ldi"C. SOO w 1 Capilol Avenue, Pierre. South !nkOll S7S01-S070 

October 1, 1997 

Mr. Richard D. Coit 
ExeCYtive Director 
SotTC 
P 0 . Box57 
Pierre. SO 57501 

RE: Eligible Telecommunlcatloos carrier application, TC97-093 
Jefferson T,efephone Co .• Inc 

Dear Mr.Colt 

The above-referenced appbcatron has been re111ewed by the staff of the Publlc UtUit.es 
Commission. The f0Uow1119 add1tlona1 inlormation is n~ In o«ler ror the Commission to 
con!.lder this appllcatlon· 

1 Pursuanl t.o ,47 C F R. 54. 101 (a)(4), single-pany service or ,ts functlooal equivalent must 
be made av,ilable by an Eligible Totecornmunications Carrier (ETC) to receive unive~al 
service support medlanlsms. Does the above-referenced company have this service? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54 405 and 54 411, Lifehne and Link Up service.s must be ma4e 
available by an ETC to quahfying low•income consumers Does lhe applicant company, as 
referenced above, make these servtees available to qualifying consumers? 

3. Please pro,- ,de a verirtcatlon by an authorized officer, under oath, lo the Commission in 
wnlch the app6cant represents to lhe Commission that the facts stated ,n lhe Request IQ!' ETC 
Oesignalion and lhe response 10 data request nos. 1 and 2, above, ate lrulhful 

Please respond by October 14, 1997, Upon 1ecelpl of thls information. ,1 Witt be e11alualed by 
stall and the mailer will be scheduled fQ!' consfde<atton by lhe Commission Thank you for 
your al!enbon to lh:1s mailer 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POUTION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA. 

a~ .. J .. ~ 
Camron Hoscdt 
Stafl Allomey 

cc Harlan Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMle.SION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-068 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS TC97-069 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE TC97-070 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS TC97-071 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPA.NY TC97-073 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-074 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-075 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-0n 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTERSTA~E TELECOMMUNICATIONS TC97-078 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-080 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO .• INC. 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
) 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, ) 
INC. ) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM. INC. 

2 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97·092 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TE,LEPHONE ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOC!IATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS. INC. 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. 

SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. 

TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, INC 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

ARMOUR INDE;PE;NDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

BRIDGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KADOKA TELEPHONE ~ OMPANY 

J 

) 
) 

) 
) 

I 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

I 
I 

) 
) 

TC97-097 

TC97-098 

TC97-099 

TC97-100 

TC97-101 

TC97-102 

TC97-105 

TC97-108 

TC97·113 

TC97-114 

TC97-115 

TC97-117 

TC97·121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE TC97-125 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. D/8/A ) TC97-130 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DIBIA ) TC97-131 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RNER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) TC97-1S4 
COOPERATIVE ) 

MOBRIDGE TE .. ECOMMUNICATIONS CO. ) TC97-155 
) 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-163 

THREE RIVER TELCO TC97-167 

The South Dakota Pubic Ublrties Commission (Commss,on) r808fYed requests from 
the above capuoned telecommunicahons compan~s requeS11ng des,gna!Jon as eltg,ble 
telecommun,cat,ons earners 

The Commission &lectloncally transmrtted notice of the fihngs and the intervention 
deadlines to ,nterested 1nd1v1duals and enut,es On June 27. 1997. the comm,ss,on 
received a Pet11Jon to Intervene from Dakota Telecommur11cat1ons Systems. Inc. (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom Inc (DTI) with rel&rene, to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On Jc:Jy 15 1997 at rts regu.arty scheC1Jled meeting, the Comm,sslOrl granted 
mterventton to DTS and DT I in Docket TC97-075 No other Pe1111oos to Intervene were 
hied 

The Commtss,on has Jlllsdldlon over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31 including 1-26-18 1-26-19 49-31 -3, 49-31 -7 49-31 -7 1 49-31-11 and 47 
u SC § 214(e)(1) uvough (5) 

The issues at me heanng shall be as follows ( 1 ) whether the above captioned 
telecomrnun1ca1JOns companses 51'\ould be gran ted des,gnauon as ehg1ble 
telecommunicat,ons came1s and (2) what service areas shall be established by the 
Commission 



A hearing shall be held at 1.30 P.M . on Wednesday. November 19. 1997, 1n Room 
412, Stale Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducied 
pursuant to SOCL Chapter 1-26 All par11es have the right to be present and to be 
represented by an a ttorney These rights and other due proces.s rights shall be forfeited 
if not exe<osed at the hearing If you or your representa1tve fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing, the Final Oec1s1on will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, 1f any. dunng the hearing or a Final Oec1s1on may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After the hearing the Comm1ss1on will consider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented at the hearing The Comm1ss1on Wlll then enter F1nd1ngs 
of Fact, Conclusions of Law, andl a Final Oeosion regardrn1 this matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommunications companies requesting des1gnat1on as an ehgrble 
telecommunications carrier. and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telecommunicauons earners The Commission's decision may be appealed by the ;:,art1es 
to the slate C1rcu1t Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the ttme and place specified atx>ve on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommun1cat1ons companies should be 
granted des1gnalton as eligible telecommunicattons earners, and the Comm1ss1on shall 
establish service areas for eligible telecommunications earners 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab1ht1es Act this heanng 1s being held in a 
physically accessible location Please contact the Public Ulthltes Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours pnor to the heanng ii you have spec,a1I needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you +-) 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 7 day of November. 1997 

CERTlflCAlE Of' Sfl!VICE 

l ta .-,l>gMCI .... ebJ CC<1dlo• I .... tt•• - ... -.. _ 1_, upon allpottlH 
Of f CCOfd in lhb doc.let. 41• 11.t,;(ed Ofl the docket 
r.«rvtc.. H'II. by tK:Simite o, b'f f1t1t CMH ,,...i. WI 
propttly •di!rn ud OIIYf lojln. M1J1 UWOff 
prf'P,lkt .,,. aon. ,. 

Dr, '1W1tLl.?/dgi& 
~. ;, II /1 / 17 

r r · 
~FICW.SEAL 

s 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD, JR 
Executive Director 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 
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1 

2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 



l 

2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 



s 

1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 
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A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 



1S 

in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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2 

25 

The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 



26 

1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -­

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 
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1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 
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3 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 
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2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 



l 

2 

52 

EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 
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1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -­

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 
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l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 



67 

1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 
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l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

77 

require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 

87 

based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 

22 
~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 
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TC97-093 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 

THE ST A TE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN 1111 MA 111, R or 1111: RH)llLSl 0 1-
JLHERSON n :1.0•110NL tu. INl' I-OR 
IJL~l(;NA Tl(JN A~ AN H ,l<.ilOI I 
TI.L IK'OMMUNICA llt>NS ( ARRll. k 

I 
I 

klJJUF.!>'T FOR ETC 
OE.'ilONA TION 
UOCKET rc97. 

RECEIVED 

JUn I rl 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

JcfTmon I clcpl,onc C,1 • Inc pur,,u•nt 10 47 lln11<d S<.1cs Cu.Jc t·U SC ·1 S«loon 214(c) ~ 47 

, ode of I <tl<fisl kc~ul•tlon, l'l I k°I <;«11<H1 Sol Wt h<«by s«l.> ftom the l>ubhc IJ11li1la C4lfflm1.sM1n 

.,,..._, 1h>1 cOt1>111u1c 11.\ \C:f'\'tcc JT<J m 'iouth Dakoti In wppur1 ol this rcqUC>t, Jctrenoo Tckplw)nc Co. 

I l'uB,,.,111 10 47 USC f 214(c1 ot 1s d"' Commos,ion'$ fdl""U•blloy to JelrrSNI< focal 

.. ..,,p.111,"- the C-omin,~""" m.iy""' dooi;n.uc men""'" bile U C ~• 11111 D C wnhout foni fondmg lh.;1 

w..h uJ.111o<NIJIJ <lni,tn.u""' """IJ l,.. ln lhc pubhc onlrr<" Under 47 CFR § S4 101 bc$rMong J11111u;iry 1, 

19'>8 <>nl> 1<1«1,minunO<'lltlom camrrs th>1 h.i•c «cd,<d (k.lif1'1tooo from lhc Comm,ssoon 10 knc as"" 

Jcllcnoo. ',ou1h D.il.ou (6051%() 

.. IXHIIIT 

I 



l Jcllr.-..,n rrlq,h,,nr (,, Inc. ,n DC<INd.VllC "Ith J7 Cl k ~ 5'1101 oflrn &he: (olkl"'"' local 

c\lh.utgc' 1cl«nmmun1c,;mun, \Cf\'tcn IC> .111 cmwnk'.r 1hrvu~~ fl\ \CIVfC"C' :U'C.l 

\ OKC !!J;M.IC ~('C'\,\ tu lhC' puhhc '" 1tdtc1.I nth\ Otl 

I oo,I n,h.m~r >C't>K'< 1ncludm~ un .,moon& 111 1oc~1 ""'~• (,.,., o( per 1nmu1c dutl!<> 

u~kr tl iL,1 r.alaJ local \Cr,,u~: p~1d,.1-iec. 

l>u.,I vine muh1•lrt~l.tt'rk.\ ,1~,u,J,nf:. 

;\\..(o.s 10 emcrt;rn,) 'l,('(\K't°'\ such :u «ii I llC cuh.11\ccd QI I r,uhhc itt\kc'\,. 

1\\.cn, ro Of'('rnlm: 1CJ"\.H.n. 

• ,\ cce'\, ro mtcrc:\,h~c \Cf\ iu·, 

• Ace($, IQ dtr«tctf') :nit\t..an(c. wtd 

• Toll blotl inl,! ,crv,cr 10 qu.ihfteJ l<I" •1ncoo1c C011)<Jm<n 

A'\ noc.:J .ab.one. JcllcDOtt T c:krhonc- Co. Inc lk>t'$ pto\nk toll tlm1c.1twln k'f'\'kl! .n I.he hwm 01 

11111 blllc.l._in~ to qu•llf> 1n~ con,umct>. h""" er. the: lldJ1t10C\.ll 1nll l1m11011nn ~, ,cc nr ·1011 con1111r ;u 

Jc11nc:,I m die n<" I l <. Mlll\<1'!1,d wt\lCC ruin (J 7 Uk~ $J JOO(lll 1} rl<M I" vid<d klT<n()ft l tlcphonc 

I " la. " nut ~"= 1ha1 .m) local c,dwii:.e <m10, 11 !.ou\ll O.ol-ot11 hA, • ninmt <~J!ll"•l•I} 10 rro- iJt 

M<h >C"no:c 111• I CT i;.,,c "" 1n.Ji<•uon poor III lh1: rcln>C' o( ,u um•cNI ,en ice onJcr II CC 97.1 ~ 71 

1tr.1110U conuol " ®Id he 1mpo,<J ,,. :in L. re ,co,cc roqu11rrn,n1 1111d. 10 wr mfunnM•lll ond belief. os • 

rnult. I Fl, nAlll'll"' ldc W'C IIOI pt,>IIIOll<d IO m:al.c the >C<\'ICC 1nun«lU1cl) ~· ••J.lbk In o,Jcr fot 

Jdrrrson I clct!honc ro. Inc 10 p<c»&Jc ti~ ..,.. icc. ll<IJ11K1CUI ~ trod mg W1J -~ apat,1li11cs ,.,u 

lune ,., b • m\1.1.lkJ ,n ns loal '" 1tchmo cqu1rmcnt At m,n,mum. the 1<1V~• raiuun • <><dchlng 

,uft'4ilfi: UJ>!:l'iMlc ,nJ >t lh"' hmc Jctr.,son lckphonc Co. Inc b 1n,n1.1i:,11m11 und anemp,,ni to 

,Jc1cnn1nr "hclha the nccru.uy "'""'= h,1' b«:n dc,cl1>1J<d :md "htn II m1~h1 bttolnc •va•bbk' 

According!) . JclT<N>n I rlq,hooc Cu. lnr is f..:«J """ r><cpti<mll cirtumsun.. conccm111~ us 

•btlll) 10 m.1~r &he 1011 coouul """"'• •"'•~bk: a., >et fonh ,n lllc FCC", uni,crul :l<f'1<.c rule:, Md mus1 

t«t~,, o v.a,,cr lrom the rcqum:mcnl 10 pro, uk such ~tct At thu time. ii \41alwtr (o, .a p:rioJ of one 

, = " '"'l"""<tl Pnor to the end of &he one yc.u pcrood. Jcllcrv,n TclcphOPc Co~ Lil<' wdJ rcpon b.'ld: 10 

&he Comm,~••"' ,.,,1, sprc,flc &1ronn11110<1 1n<.1,cu11n~ "'hc-n &he n«Cflal') ntl"°'~ uPalf1'dcS on be mlMk 

2 



i:rJnl • "Al>cr fn•u tltc •1ull ,on1rol· rr,iurtffllffll rur\l,~t 1,, ~7 (IR ~I IOl!t) 

J Jefl<l"'llt I •tcrl><.,• 1 u Inc fu-. ,, .. , kKl,I) >nd ",II «"11an1K' 10 .,.J,....,..., 1hc ~,,m.1b,1~, 01 

b) i:,am1.sn f. lC' '.,,,,;,,:it""' lo 1crr.._ f clcrbooc to . Inc cmmni; ~II of 1bc local 

Oat"1 lhl'i 'I • da> 111 June, I I/Q7 

Mr....,., r.1~ C'-0 . 1,,. 

1 



Jefferson Telephone Company 
311 Main ShM1 

P.O. Bo• 128 • Jelfe1son, South 01ko1a 57038 
Phone (&05) IIM-5831 

" 

\1r C-amron Ho~cd 
Staff Anomey 
Sotuh 04l oi.t Pubhc l 11h11cs ( \ mm11,<1(ln 
500 Eas1 C:1p11ol Avenue 
P1cm. SO S7Slll-S070 

Rcgard5 tcnc, rcgio,dtnf rrc- 1ppho,11on. lC97-0')J 

RECEIVED 

OCT '0 1997 
SOUTH DAl(OT A PUBLIC 
ur,urres COMJ.11ss10N 

T1lCe followini: 1nfomu11011 is ,n •~P<'I'"' m )OU• k11cr of (lcl I, fC)Cl7 10 \Ir R,ch Cn11 

In rcgi,rd< 1n quc~uon I JdTc,~n 1 ck:phllll<' Cn Inc ha, \lllj;k p:tn) ~cc 
a"allablc ro all of 1L, cu~u,mcn 

In rq,mcb 10 q~non 2 JdTcno11 Tclcpbol,c C'<> Inc Is l!OI currently otrc:,:ing 
I .1Cclinc and Lmk Up SCl'\,'1Cd wnh,n us Cl!Chan~. bot .. -.11 as rcqulrtd ~· 1IJt' FCC 
rulc1.. H CFR 54 400 .S4 417. mal<c the tllllb'Lchcd ducnunt prog,ams 1,,ulabk: 
10 11> quahfying lo,.•tnCOn.e c~on-.cr1 beginning January I. 1998 II 1, our unckr· 
<1Andmg rhat ,.ilile l'")vidinil the Lifeline and Unk Up - 1< a rcquilffllfflt 
imposed on £TC's pun.iar,110 47 CFR S4.~0$ and S4 411 . 111,1 noi -ua11y a 
prcconc:hl10n ,.h,ch mu,1 be n-.ct before ETC Slatus can p,opaly bc gninttd by !ht 
C'omnunion 47CFR S.t 101 11>./11ch hsu thc scn,c:c oblig,o•t,(lffl chit miu1 be mc1 

bcfou: a camcnan rccc,~ federal uni,cnal f :rv,ec, suppon doc, no1 5P«tfic-ally 
1cfcrcncc U(chJIC and Lank Up tcrVl«s. 

Smccrclv 
I":) ' 

.,c, v ~C~ ..... -
R,chard Co11noc1 
Jctrmon Tclcph<>nc ro Inc 
Treuom 

Richard Conncm hemp du!) s" ''"'· Sl&le5 1lw h<' ,, llir Trca)um fo, thc re<,-dJn~ 
pilll)'. that he 1w rad the 1rut1al FTC apphcauon and the for~ and the Qml: I\ 

uuc to h,~ O,.n bc<I I.M\\ lrdtce tnformallM and belief a 
~ ..... d , C:: 

• 
•i lXNIIIT 

,2 ... 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ) 
JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. FOR ) 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-093 

On June 18. 1997. 1he Pubf,c U11ht,es Comm,sslon (Comm,ss,on) rece,ved a requeSI for 
deS1gna1,on as an ehg,ble 1e1ecommun1catoons earner (ETC) from Jellerson Telephone Co • Inc. 
(Jefferson Telephone) Jellerson Telephone requested deslgnat,oo as an ehg,ble 
teleoommunicat,ons earner within the local exchange areas that C011S11tu1e Its service area. 

The Commlss,on electronocally tra_nsm11ted nottee ol the fihng and the ,ntervent,on deadhne 
to ,merested ,ndrv1duals and en1111es No person or enllty filed to intervene By order dated 
Nove'Tlber 7. 1997, the Commission set the heanng for thrs matter for 1·30 pm on November 19, 
1997, in Room 412, State Capitol, P,erre, South Dakota 

The hearing wu held as scheduled At tre heanng, the Comm1ssJOn granted Jefferson 
Telephone a ooe year waiver or the reqwemenl to p,OV!de toll control serv,ce within its service area 
At ,ts December 11, 1997. meeting. the Comn11ss1on granted ETC des,gnahon to Jellerson 
Telephone and designated ,ts study area as ,ts serv,ce area. 

Based on the evtdence of recoro. the Comm1J1s1on enters the foH0wtng F1nd1ngs of Faa and 
Concius,ons or Law 

FINDINGS OF FA CT 

On June 18, 1997. the Comm,,5s,on received a requut ror dwgnat,on a_s an ETC from 
Jellerson Telephone. Jefferson Telephone requested des,gnatton as II ETC with,n the local 
exchange areu tha1 constrtute rts serv,ce area Jefluson Telephone serves the followtng exchange· 
Jellerson (966) Exhobtt 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(2). the Commission ,s required to designate a common 
earner 1ha1 mee1s l he requirements of sea.on 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a serv,ce area d1!$1gna1ed 
by the Cornm,ss,on 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(el{ 1), a comnon earner that ,s designated as an ETC 1s ehg,ble 
to recer,,e urwersaJ service SUppot1 artd shaft. throughout ,ts service area, offer the services 111a1 are 
supponed by federal universal service suppon mechanisms e1the1 using ots own laolrtoes or a 
combination of ,ts own laciloties and resale of another came(s services The camer must also 
advertlSe lhe ava1lablf1ty or such servtees and 1he ra1es for the services using med,a of general 
d,stnbutton 



IV 

The Federal Communications Comm,ssk>n (FCC) ha.s desig.nated the foflowlng services or 
functiooallties as those suppone<! by federal urnverul serv,ce support mechan,sm s ( 1) vo,ce grade 
acc:ess to the pub!JC SW\tched netwonc. (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multt-frequency s1gn8Ung or rts 
func:1ional equal. (-'l sJngle party service or ,ts functional e,w1valent. (S) access to emergency 
services; (6) access to operator serv1G11s; (7) access to mter1!1'change service. (8) access Jo 
directory anistance. and (9) toll llm1tatk>n for quahty,ng low-111COme consumers 47 C F.R § 
54 101(8) 

V 

As pan of ,ts obbgations as an ETC. an ETC ,s required to make ava,!able Li fellne and Unk 
Up services to quallfying low-,ncome consumers 47 CF R § 54 405, 47 C F R § 54, 11 

V1 

Jefferson Telephone offers voice grade access to the public sw,tdled netwo<k to all 
consumers throughout ,rs service area Exhibit 1 

Vll 

Jefferson Telephone offers local exchange servlGII 1nclud1ng an amount of local usag.e free 
of per mlnute charges 10 all consumers throughout ,ts service area l.ll 

VIII 

Jefferson Telepho<le offers dual tone mult1-l requency s,gnallng to all consumers throughout 
11.s seNICe area Jg 

IX 

Jefferson Telepho<le offers s,ngle party serv,ce to all consumer-. through0u1 ,ts sennce area 
Elth1bi1 2 

X 

Jefferson Telephone offers access to emergency sennces 10 all consumers throughout rts 
servoce area Eith1blt 1 

XI 

Jefferson Telephone offers access to operator sefVIGl!s to all consumer.. througl'IOut 11s 
service area Isl 

XII 

Jefferson Telephone offers access to inrerexchange services to all consumers througl'IOut 
,ts service 1rea l.ll 

XIII 

Jefferson Telephone offers access to directory as.s,stance 10 all consumers throU11hout ,ts 
serv,ce area Isl 

2 



XIV 

One of lhe se,vic;es reqU1ted 10 be provided by an ETC l o qualifying low-income consumers 
Is toll hm11at,on 47 C .F R. § 54 101(a)(9) Toll limitation consists of both loll blocking and loll 
control. 47 C.F R § 54 400(d) Toll control ls a service that aliows conwmers to specify a certain 
amount of 10U usage Iha! may be ineurred per month or per t,,tling cycle 47 C.F.R. § 54.400(c). Toll 
blodang is a service that lets consumers elect not to allow the completion of outgoing 1011 calls 47 
C.F.R § 54.400{b). 

xv 
Jefferson Telephone olfers !ojl blocking to au consumeB throughout ,ts serv,ee area Exh1bn 

XVI 

Jefferson Telephone does not currenUy offer toll conlfol Isl, In order for Jefferson Telepl!One 
10 provide toll control, addrt.ional usage tradllng and storage capabilities will have 10 be ,nstalled in 
Its local switching equipmenl Jefferson Telephone Is altempting to determine whether the 
neces_sary software has been developed and when ,t might become available Isl, 

XVII 

Jefferson Telephone staled that ii is faced with exceplional orwmstanees concem,ng ,ts 
abilrty 10 make toll control service available and requested a one year waiver from the requirement 
to provide such service Isl Prior 10 the end of the one year period, Jellerson Telephone will report 
back to the commission with specillc Information ind,cattng when the networlc upgrades can be 
made 1n order to provide toll control. Id 

XVIII 

With respect 10 the obf,gali<>n to adver1l!le the avallabtlrty of services supponed by \he federal 
universal service suppon mechanism and the chatQes for those services using med,a o f general 
d istnbu11on. Jefferson Telepl!One stated that 11 ad\/enises the availat>lhty of ils local exchange 
services in media of general diS!nbution throughOul its servtce area. However, Jefferson Telepl!One 
has not generally 1,dven,,ed the pnces for these services. Id Jefferson Telephone stated its 
,mention 10 comply v,1th any advenis,ng standards d'Weloped by !he Comml ss,on. Id 

XIX 

Jefferson Telepl!One does not currently offer Life~ne and Link ;Jp serv,ce d1Scounls in its 
ei«:hange. Exhlbll 2 Jefferson Telephone will offer the Lifellne and Link Up service di~nts in all 
or ,ts servtce area beg,nn,ng January 1, 1998, in accordance with 47 C F.R. §§ 54.40010 54.417, 
,ndusive. and any commission imposed requ1tements Exh1brl 2. 

xx 

The Commiss,on finds that Jefferson Telephone currently pi 'Ovldes and wiU continue to 
provide !he following services or tunctlonalmes 1hfoug.hout ,1s servtce area (1) voice grade ac:c.n 
to the p11bhc $W1lehe<l netwo/1l; (2) local usage, (3) dual ton.e multi-frequency slgnalir,g, (4) s,ngle­
pany servoce. (5) access to emergency services, (6 ) access to operator servtces; (7) 3ccess to 
,nterexchange service, (8) access 10 dlree1ory ass,stance; and (9) loll blocking lor quabfy!ng .,,,.,,. 
tncome consumers. 

.l 



XXI 

The Commission finds lhat pursuant to 47 C.F.R § 54 101(c) ,t will grant Jeffei'Son 
Telephonto a waiver of the requirement to offer toll con1rol servac.es unbl Otlcember 31. 1998 The 
Commi ssion finds that exceptional circumstances prevenl Jefferson Telephone from pro~id1ng toll 
control at ttus time due to the difficulty 1n obtaining the necessary software upgrades to proV1de the 
service 

.XXII 

The Commission finds that Jefferson Telephone anlends to provide Lifeline and Link Up 
programs to qualtfylng rustomers throughout tis serv,ce area consistent with s1a1e and federal rules 
and orders 

.XXIII 

The Commission finds that Jefferson TelephOne Shall adver1tSe the availability of the services 
supported by the federal universal service suppon mechanism Pnd the charges therefor throughoul 
!IS service area using media of general d1stnbut1on once each )ear. Tho Commission further finds 
thal if the rate for Drt/ of the services supponed by the federal universal service support mechanism 
changes, the new rate must be advertJsed using media of general d•stribution 

.XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C § 214{e)(5). the Commission desagna1es Jelferson Telephone's current 
study area as its service area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has junsdiction over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26. 49-31, 
and 47 U.S.C § 214 

II 

Pursuant lo 4 7 USC § 214(e}(2), the Commi5sion is required to des,gnate a common 
came, 111a1 meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 u.s.c § 214(e)(1). a common camer that Is designated as an ETC is ellgible 
to receive unlv81$BI service suppon and shaU, throughou1 its service area, offer the services that are 
supponed by federal universal service suppon mechanisms either using its own facilitles or a 
comblnatlOI' of 11s own facihtles and resale of another carrier's serv1ces. The carrier musl also 
advenise tne availability of such serv1ces and the rates for the services using media of general 
distribut.lon. 

IV 

The FCC has designated the following services or func1ionallttes as those suppor1ed by 
federal universal service support mechanisms· ( 1) voice grade access 10 the pubhc switched 
networil; (2) local usage. (3) duol tonf, multi-frequency signaling or Its functional equal; (4) smgle 

-I 



pany service or ,ts funct,onal equ1valt!nt, (5) access to emergency services. (6) access to operator 
services. (7) acce.ss to interexchange service, (8) acu.ss to d1recto,y a.ss1stance, and (9) toll 
hmitation for qualifying low·income consumers. 47 CF R § 54, 101(a). 

V 

As part of rts obligations as an ETC, an ETC Is required to make available l.lfeJ1ne and l.lnk 
Up services to quahlytng low-income consumers 4 7 C F R § 54 405, 4 7 C F R § 54.4 11 

VI 

Jefferson Telephooe has met the requirements of 47 C.F R § 54 101(a) with the eJtception 
of the ability to offer loll control Pursuan110 47 CF R § 54. 101(c) , the Comm1ss,on concludes that 
Jefferson Telephone has demonstrated except1ot1al circumstances that ,usttfy granting 11 a waiver 
of the requ,rement to offer toll control unltl December 3 1, 1998 

VII 

Jefferson Teteptione shall provlde l.lfeline and l.lnk Up p,ograms 10 qualifying customers 
throughout its seMce area cons1sten1 with state and federal rules and orders. 

VIII 

~ !fer.son Telephone shall aelvernse the avatla.bthty or the service.s sul)POrted by the feeleral 
un,versal service support mechanism anel the Charges therefor us11,g meclta of general d istnbution 
or.ce each year. If the ra1e for any of the 5elVic:es suppof1ed by the federal urnversal sennc:e support 
rm:chanlsm changes. the new rate shall be advertised u.slng media of general distribution 

IX 

Pursuant lo 47 U S.C § 214{e)(S). the ComlTUSIOl'I designates Jefferson Telephone's curren1 
s1udy area as its service area 

X 

The Comm!ss,on de$,gnales Jefferson Telephone u an eligible 1elecommunk:ations earner 
for rts service area. 

11 lS therefore 

OROERED. lhat JeffetSOn Telephone's current study area 1s desig.na1ed as its service area; 
and ,1 is 

FURTHER ORDERED. Iha! Jeffersoo Telephont.; Shat be grantee! a wa;ver of the requirement 
to o ffer toll con1ro1 services untd December 31, 1998, and rt is 

FURTHER ORDERED, 1hat Jefferson Telephone shall follow the adver1,S1ng requ,rements 
as It.sled above. and rt 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Jefferson Telephone ,s des,gna1ed as an eligible 
telecommunicat,ons earner for its serv,cc area 

s 



NOTICE OF ENTRY' OF ORuER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that lllls Order was duty entered on the 11 dday of December, 
1997. Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order wilt take effect 10 days after th11 date or receipt Of 

failure to accept dehvery or the decb,on by the pan,es 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this /17/vday of December, 1997. 

CERTIFICA Tf Of KRVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

()FFICIAl SEAL 

6 



-re:. r-7 - tJf 3 
Jefferson Telephone Company 

Decembe.r 18. 1997 

Mr Bill Bullard 

311 Main StrNt 
P.O. BoA 12' • Jelfeqon, South 01kot• 57038 

Pllofte (IDS) 9"-563 I 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commiuion 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. South Dakota 57SOI 

Dear Mr Bullard· 

RECEIVED 

OEC 2 4 1997 
~OUTH OAl(OT A PUBLI 

J TIUTIES COMMISSIO 

We arc enclosing a copy or Jefferson Telephone Company's Lifeline and Unk Up Plans which arc 
conmtent .. i th the criteria in South Dakota Public ULillticsCommi.uion's Dock.et TC97-1SO. 
(also enclosed) and in 47 CFR S4.400 . S4.4 I 7 

Please call Lorena Calabro ofTELEC Consultina Resources, (402) 398-0062, with any questions 
you may have on this mauer 

Yours t.ruly, 

Dick Connors 
Manager 



LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN 
OF .JEFFERSON T ELEPHONE COMPANY ,.. 

RECEIXfED 

JEC 2 ~ 1997 

t DAKOTA PUBLIC 
tES COMMISSION 

111.: JdTcr:.on Tckphonc Cornp:m} submits 1h1, plan puminnl hl -1 7 CFR § 54.401\J). 
Jefferson Telephone Comp.1ny h:c. ~ "n d,-sii;.nnt<xl as an cl1g1blc 1clccommumco11ons cnrricr by 
th<· South Dakot:1 Public lJ1ili1k...; Commi~,wn ( .. SD Pl •c-, Jnd. 11, such. mu,1 mnJ..c I afchne and 
Lmk Up !lcr\lre avllilublc to quah t)mg lo\\•incnmc consumer.ii -1S set fonh in the Commission·s 
Fin:al Order and Dl-Ci5aon: otic.: ot Emry 1Jf Dc,l\tcin d.,1-,J No,cmb\'.r 18. l'.197. 1ssu,-J m 
Docket 1 C97- 150 On 1he Mauer of the ln,·c.'ltigntmn Jll'" th,; L1fd1os ~nd I.ink \Jp l'mg.r;,ms). 
which is ntmchcd JS Exhibit ,, . and consistent "1th the cmcna cstabhsht"d under 4 7 CFR ~§ 
54.400 to 54 41 7. inclw.hc. 

;\ . Gcncnil 

I. ·n1e Lifclinc JrtJ I inl.. tip prnsrum, a,.sast qualifil-d lo,Hncomc consumers by 
pro, ,Jing for rcJucl-d monthly <.:hJrgc., ,aml rcduc,:J conncctit>n ch:irgcs for loc:il 
telephone service. I he nssa~mncc upph<'S w a smgk tdephonc line at u 11uah1i1.-d 
con.,umcr·s principal plJCe ul n:~id~ncc 

2. A qualified low-income consumer 1s a telephone subscnber who participates 
an at least one or the following pubhc assistance programs· 

cl. Medicaid 
b. Food Stamps 
c. Supplemental Security Income (SS!) 
d Federal Pubhc Housing Assistance 
e Low-Income Home Energy As ; ,stance Program (LHEAP) 

3. A qualified low-income consumer 1s ehgible to receive e11her or both Lifeline 
and Lank Up assistance 

4. Jefferson Telephone Company wall advertise the ava1lab1lrty of Lifeline and 
Link Up seivices and the charges therefore using media of general distribuuon 
and in accord with any rules that may be developed by the SOPUC for 
application to ehgible telecommunications earners. 

5 In add111on. Jefferson Telephone Company, as required by lhe Final Order 
and Oeci .. ion. NotJce of Entry or Decision of the SOPUC (Exhibit A) will indicate 
an it's annual report to the SOPUC the number of subscnbers within it's seivice 
area receiVtng 1.Jfelane and/or Lank Up assistance In addfl.ion. this information 
will be provided to the Universal Seivice Admanistratt\'e Company ("USAC"). 

6 Information as to the number of consumers qualifying for Lifehne and/or Link 
Up assistance cannot currently be provided by Jefferson Telephone Company 



because II has no access to the government cnformation necessary 10 determine 
how many of ,ts telephone subscnbers are participating in the above referenced 
pubhc assistance programs Without this 1nformatlon, Jefferson Telephone 
Company cannot provide. at this llme, even a reas.onable estimate of the number 
of Its subscribers who, after January 1, 1900, will be receiving lifeline ard/or 
link Up service Information as to the number of its low-income subscnbers 
qualifying for Lifeline and/or Link Up can be provided after applications for 
Lifeline and link Up assistance have been received by Jefferson Telephone 
Company 

7. In accord with the SDPUC's Final Order and Decision; Notice of Entry of 
Decision, Jefferson Telephone Company will make application forms available to 
all of its existing residential customers. to all new customers when they apply for 
residential local telephone service, and to other persons or entities upon their 
request. 

13. urclinc 

I . l.ifclinc :.c:rvicc mean, 11 retail local service offering for \\h1ch quahiied low-income 
consu,m:r, pay reduced charge:, 

2 Lifeline SCr\'icc includes voicc i:mdc acccss 10 the public swi tched ncl\\Ork. lucul 
usui;c. dual IOnc multi-frequency sii;nolmg or ,ts l'unctionnl cquh·aknt. smglc-p.•uty 
,er, ice or 1L~ functional c4ui,alc111. 11cc,-,.s tu c111crgcncy service,~. access tO opcro1or 
,crviccs, t,cccss 10 intcrcxclumge service. occc~ 10 directory a..~si5Lmcc and toll 
limi1minn. 

3. Qualified low-income subscribers :,re r,-quir,-d 10 ~ubmit nn upplicution form m order 
to receive Lifeline service. In ~pplying for L1fclinc :usi,1ancc, thc subscriber must cenify 
under p,:Mh)' of perjury tlwt they arc c1 rtl.'nlly p:1nicip;11lng in ut ka$1 om: of lhc 
qunlilyrng public ossis1J1tec programs h!!!ed m cction J\.2. above. In Jdduioo. the 
,uhscribcr must ugrcc to notify kffcflolm l'dcphorn: Company "hen they cc;is..­
panicipatini; in the qualifying public 11.>S1S1nncc progrom(s). 

-I ·1 he totnl nwnth. L1folinc cnoJit iwniluhlc to quulilic:d coru.umcr~ b S5.25. Je!Tcrson 
rctcpho111: t'ompwly shnll pro,·rdc Iii.: ncd11 to qualified con.,umcrs b) applying th<' 
fo:Jcml ba<i<linc lillppon nm,n1m 01 S3.51l to wuiw the consumer's fC'ds-ral End-User 
Commun Linc clwrgc m1d applying th..: adJ111onol authonzcd federal ,upport amolllll of 
Sl.75 n, u credit 10 the consumer's rnua, truc locnl ,.cf\ic.: rote The federal ~line 
,uppurt amount und ,1ddi1ionul supp,in J\.iil,1blc. totuling SS.25. Mmll ,,..Jucc Jefll:rson 
rctcphonc C-ompa11) ·s lm,c,,t 1n11llcd (or othcm,-.c gcncmll) ,wallahlc) re1dcn11nl rote 
lur the sen ices h~!cd nbo,·c 111 :'kcuun 11 3. Per the Jllachcd SD PUC hnal Order nntl 
0<-ci,ion: No1icc of Entry of l)C\:r~ron. the SIJl'llt" hus nuthori1cd intmsuuc rate 
roouchons for eligible: tclccommunicJtiun, c.uncr.; making the odditional fcJc.mJ suppon 

l 



amount ol Sl.75 ilmilJhl<' Th<' SDl'l/C Jid nol cstuhlbh a sltllc l.1fcllnc proi,:ram 10 funrl 
nn} further rule n:.-duc1wo, (Exh1l111 A. 1-inding~ uf Fact Vil and VIII, nnd Conclusions 
ofl...i,, II JnJ Ill) 

5 Jdlcr~on I c:kphonc Comp.in} "ill nm J1),<;vnn<."Cl ,ub.,cribcr. from their Lifeline 
,en ice t,1r non·p.i)mc:111 ol toll ch,1rgc, uni\.'\, lhc: ' l)l'l/( . pUl')U,lOI lo -17 Cl'K S 
54 41Jl (bl(I J. ha.s iuunls'<l lhc: n,mpan) J \\,,i, cr lrom the non,disc·unn ... ct rcquucmcnl. 

6 Excepl to the extent that Jefferson Telephone Company has obtained a 
waiver from the SOPUC pursuant to 47 CFR § 54 101(c). the company shall offer 
toll !Imitation to all quahfying low-income t onsumers when they subscribe to 
L1fehne service If the sut>scnber elects to receive toll hm1tation. that service shall 
become part of that subscriber's Ufehne service 

7 Jefferson Telephone Company will not collect a service deposrt in order to 
initiate Lifeline service 11 the qualifying low-income consumer voluntanly elects 
toll blocking on their telephone hne However one month's local servtee charges 
may be required as an advance paymenl 

C. Link Up 

1 I ink Up means 

(,1) 1\ r,-duction in 1hc cu:.1urnal) charge: for c<1mnm1cing Ide, ommunic:auons 
~ rvicc for a <ini,:lc 1clccommunicauons connection :i1 o c~cr's princ1p:1I 
pl ,cc ot residence: The rcducllOn.\ sh.ill be $0 p.:rccnt 01 the cwu•mol)· charge or 
S3U UO. \\h1chc,cr" lc,i.: ,ind 

(b) A deferred schedule for payment of the charges assessed for 
commencing service. for which the consumer does not pay interest. The 
interest cl'larges not assessed to the consumer shall be for connection 
charges of up to S200 00 that are deferred 10 a peuoct not to exceed one 
year 

2. Chai};~ nsscsscJ lur co1111111:ncinll ~"' 1cc include w1y d aall!CS th.11 nrc cus1omarily 
tt.\!oes:.c:d lur rnnnccting ~'\lbscribcrs Ill the nct\\orf.. t'he:lc clmrllcs do not include ooy 
pcnn1ssible sccunt}' tkpu~i• n:11uircmcnt., 

3 The Link Up program shall allow a consumer to receive the benefit of the Link 
Up ;irogram for a second or subsequent time only for a principal place of 
residence wrth an address different from the residence address at which the Link 
Up assistance was provided previously 

3 



JcfTtl'50n Telephone Company 
P.O. Box 128 
Jefferson. SD 57038-0128 
(605) 966-5631 

By I (.: J .( (. I., (.;... ... ,~( -.. 
Name 

. 
/ l &...c-: ·-- ... ., ::,, 

Position 
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EXIIIBI T "A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP J 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL OROER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

llJOOi 

Ai rts August 18, 1997, regularly schedulod rneetng. the Public utilfbes Commission 
(Commission) voted to open a docket c:onceming tho Federal Communications 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Unive,sal Service regarding the Lrfehne and 
t.rnk Up programs. In its Report and Ordor, the FCC decided that it would provide for 
addJtional federal support in the amount°' $1. 75, above the a.nent $3.50 level I fowever, 
,n order for a slate's Lifeline ainsutne?rS to receive the additional $1 .75 in foderal support, 
1he stalo oonvnlsslon must approve lhat reduction in the po.tion of tho intrastate rate paia 
by the end user. 47 C F.H. § 54.403(a). Additional federal support may ~,so be received 
in an amount equal to one h:llf of any support generirted from the intrastale jurisdiction, 
up lo a maximum ofS7.00 In fodoral support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a) A state commission 
must file or require the carr!ar to file Information wrth the odministrator of the federal 
univB1sal service fund demonstrating that tho carrier's Ufelfne plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 CF R. § 54.401 

By order dated August 28. 1997. the Commission allowed interested persons ;md 
ent111os lo submit wnttcn comments ooncemlng how the Commission should implement the 
FCC's rules on Uie Llfehne and Link Up progr.llTls. In !heir written comments. interested 
porsoos and enti!Jes commenled on tho following questions· 

1 W hether the Commission should approve Intrastate ralo reductions 10 allow 
consumers ehgiblo for Lifeline support 10 receive tho additional $1.75 an federal suppon? 

2. Whothcr the Commission should set up a state Lifeline Program to fund funher 
reducuons in tho intra sta te ralo paid by the end user? 

3. Whether lhe Commission should modify the exiS1ing I rfehne or Link Up 
Prograri.s? 

'1 Shall the Comm,ssaon file or roqulfe tho carrier to file 1nformauon w1111 tho 
adrrunistlatoc of the federal universal service fund domonstratmg thai tho earner's Lifeline 
p lan meets the criteria set fonh in 47 C F l'l § S4.'101(d)? 

By order dated October 16. 1997, tho Comrrusslon sci public h~arings 10 receive 
publ,c commenl on the quoshon:s lasted above Int: hearings were nela a1 the following 
times and places 

BAPIDCID Monday, October 2/, 1997. 1·00 pm . Canyon Lake Senior Cit,nms 
Contor. 7900 Canyon Lok.o Drive, Rapid Caty. SO 



12 12 97 I 8 $7 

PIERRf . 

SIOUX FALLS 

SDITC PIEllRE ~ D~l~CTO~ 

Tuesday, October 28. 1997, 1:30 p.m .. State Capitol Building, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue. Pierre. SD 

W ednesday, October 29. 1997, 9.00 am. Center for Active 
Generations, 2300 West 46th. Sioux Falls. SO 

At ,ts November 7, 1997, meeting, the CommisS1on ruled as follows. On the first 
i ssue, lhe Commission authonzed intrastate rate reductions to allow eligible consumers 
t.o receive the additional $1.75 In federal support. With rasped to tho second issue, the 
Commission decided to not set up a state Lifeline program to f\m further rodudions at this 
time On the third issue, the Commission eliminated the existing TAP progam that 
requires U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3.50 reduction of local rates to low income rustorn8's age 60 and over. Tho Commission 
further ruled that the Sou1h Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Commission ordered that staff, in consultatior with the carriers, develop a standard fOOTI 
for self-<:ertification: that these fonns be sent to all of their rustomors pri()( to January 1. 
1998, end thereafter, to all new customers: and that the cameo; make the fonns available 
lo atl'/ person °' entlty upon •equest. On tho fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the 
carrie< be requirecl to file with tho FCC the infonnabon demorlSllallng that the airrief's plan 
moots the applicable FCC criteria and that the canier send an lnfonnatlonal a,py to the 
Commission. Further, that the carriers include in their amual report lo tho Commission 
the number of subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support. 

Based on the wntten comments and evidence and testirr.ony received at tho 
hearings, the Commission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The rurrent state l ifeline program 1s relerrad to as the T 1ephono A.<;s1stanco Plan 
(TAP). Tho OJ1Tent stato Link Up program 1s referred to as the U nk Up Amenca program. 
n,e Commission implomen1cd these programs in lhe U S WEST ex.changes pursuant to 
11s Dec1s,on and Ord0< dated February 17. 1988, ,ssued In Docket F-3703, In the Matter 
of tho 1rwest19ation i010 lmplemontation of a TeleQhoae Assistance Plan tor South Dakota 
~ustome,s Exhibit l at page , . Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
requ11ed to also o ffer the TAI" and link Up America programs. l.d. at pages 1-2. 

II 

n lO amount of TAP aSS1stonco is $7.00, $3 50 of which 1s federally rurided. w1lh tho 
rt:ma,n,ng S3 50 funded by u,e local tetecommun1cations earner Isl at page 3. Although 
U S WEST was ong,nally ;illowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program. US WEST 
<iubsequenlly gave up that right in Doeket F 3647-8, In.the Matter of t!le..f.y_pJi<: ur,litjes 
~ mco1ss100 !nY~1m,1roo 1nm Uu1 Effocis ot !ho 1986 I<lll Hetorm Ag 9_n_S2ylhJ8!<Qta 
~s t xh101t 5 In o rder 10 receive lhe l AP assistance, a member of \he household 
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must be 60 years of age Of older and participate in et1her the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

1lle Link Up America program provides assistance in on amount equal lo on&-half 
of the qualifying subscriber's telephone service connedion charges up lo a maximum or 
S30.00. Jsj. at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance. a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance, must not presenUy have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone sefVico at his or her 
residence within the previous throe monlhs, and must not be a dependent f0< federal 
income tax purposes (dependency aiteria does not apply to those 60 years of age 0< 

older) lg. The Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds. Id 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and link Up programs in CC Docket No. 96-
,.s. In tho Matter of f ederal-State Jpfnt Board on Uoivea.al Se£i!gL adopled May 7, 1997. 
Beginn ing January 1. 1998. the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline support will 
be S3.50 per-qualifying low-income consumer with an additional $1.75 in federal support 
1f the state commission approves a corresponding reduction 1n intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R. § 54.403(a). Additional federal Lifeline suppor1 In an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lifeline suppo(I (not to oxceod $7 00) ,s el:io available. LQ. 

V 

The FCC furthcr found that the federal support '°' Link Up will continue 10 l>C a 
reduelion 1n the lclecommurucations earner's service connection charges equal to one half 
of lhc carriers rustomer connection charge or $30.00, wtiichovcr 1s less 47 C.F.R § 
54.41 3(b). 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's n1les, if there 1s no state l.1felme or Link Up program. a 
consumer 1s eligible for support if the consumer participates m one or the following 
programs- Medicaid, food stamps: Supplemental Security Income: federal public housing 
assfstance; or the LoY1-lncome Home Energy Assi51ance Program. 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.409(b) 
and 54 .41 5(b) In addition, 1f there is no state Lrtellne or Link Up program, a customer 
must certlfy under penalty of perjury that the OJSlomer is receiving benefits from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees lo no!ify the carrier if the a.istomer ceases lo participate 
in such progran, or programs J.g 

VII 

The first issue 1: whether the CommiS!>1on should app<ove uitrastalc rate reductions 
to allow consumers ehgrbte for Lifehne suppon 10 receive the add111ona1 S 1 75 1n federal 

1 

~009 
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support The CorMuslon finds that 11 shall authorize intrastate rate reductlOllS fot ellgibte 
telec:ommunicabons companies p<Ovidrng local exd'lange 50tVice lo allow e ligiblo 
consumers to receive the additional $1 .75 1n federal svpport. Thus, tho total omount of 
foderal suppon Is SS.25 per oligible customer. 

VIII 

The S8(X)Od 1S$U8 is whether the Commls.sion should set up a S1ale l.Jfeline program 
to tund further roduc:tJON in tho Intrastate rate paid by the end user. Tho Commission 
finds it will not sot up a state L1follno program to fund further reductions at this lime 

IX 

The third Issue is whethef to modrfy 0< ohm1nate the 8XIStlng l.Jfehne program or 
u ,k Up progam. WIV'I nispea to tho existing Lifeline program. tho Commission finds that 
rt shall elirrunato tho flXist.lg TAP pct9am that rcqurres US WEST and carle<s that have 
p:.,rc:hased U S WEST excha"ogos to fund a $3.50 roductioo of local rates to low income 
OJStomers ago 60 Md CNef. The Commission further finds that the ScxAh Dakota Lifohne 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rule.s. ~ 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 t.o 54.41 7 
Tho effect of foffowing tho FCC ru!os and not lnstrtwng further state funded redUdions ,s 
that lhe FCC olig1bltlty requ1remonts and solf-atrtificatJon requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline aid Link Up programs In addition. the CommlSSlon orden that the 
Commission st;tff, In consultation with tho c:amers. develop a standard form '°' self­
cortificalion The carriers sh311 sond those fotms to each customer prior to Janua,y 1. 
1998 Tho earners shall also send a form to eac:h of their now customers Finally. lhe 
earners shall mako lho forms available to any parson or entity upon request 

X 

Tho tourth issuo is 'MlOlhof tfl8 CommiSSIOl'l Should fito, or.. the alternative. require 
the carric< to file 1nformabonwith the fund adm1n1strato1 Sfl:2 47 C.F.R. § 54.401 (d) Tho 
Commission finds tho carr!Cf'S shall be requ,red to file that information demonstrating that 
the camers plan moets the apphcable FCC rules and that tho camor send an informallonal 
copy to ihe Comm1ss1on lhe camers shall also bo rOQurred to include ,n tne1r aMUal 
report to tho Coovmssion the number of subSO'lbcrs who receive Lifehno :.ind Link Up 
support. 

CONCL lJSIONS or LAW 

The Commis~on has µISdic:JOn ovc, this mauer pursuant to SOCL Ch.lptcr 49 31 , 
"P80fically 49 3 1-1 1, 49-31.J, 49 31 -7, 49 31 -7 1, 49 -3 1·11 , 119.31.12 1. 49 31 12 2 and 
121\. and (';7 C F H §§ 54 400 to 541\1 / 

d 
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II 

Pursuant 10 47 C.F.R. § S4.403(a), the Comrmssion authorizes intrastate rate 
reductions for ehg1ble telecommunicat,ons companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the additional S1. 75 in federal support 

Ill 

Tho Commission declines to institute ii state Lifeline program to lund further 
reductions at this time. The existing South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive. on 
January 1. 1998 The Comrrussfon staff. in coosultalion with the carriers, shall develop a 
standard form for seff~rficatlon The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
pnor to January 1. 1998. The carriers shall aJso send a form to each of their new 
customers. Finally, the carriers shall make tho forms ovallablo to any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F R § 54.401(d), the Commission finds the carriers shall be 
required to tile that information demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the carrier send an informational copy to the Commission Tho earners 
shall also be required to il"lciude In lheir annual report to tho Commission tne number of 
subscribers wno receive L1fehno and Link Up support 

Ii ,s therefore 

ORDERED. that the Comm1ss1on authori:tes intrastate rate reductions for eh91blc 
1e1ecommunications companies providing local exchange service to :illow ehgib lo 
consume. s to receive tho add1tiooat S1 75 in federal support: and 11 is 

ruRTHFR ORDERCD, that the CorM,ission will not set up a slate Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions at 1h1s time: and 11 1s 

FURlHl::R ORDERED, that the c.xnm,ss,on shall eliminate tho existing !AP 
program: !hat the South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs follow l!le FCC rules. lhal 
tile Comm1ss1on stall. 1n consultation with :he carriers, develop a stand:ird form for solf­
cer110cahon: that the carriers shall send these forms to all of the lf customers pnOI' to 
January 1, 1998. that tho carriers shall also send a form lo onch o f their new customers, 
and that the carriers make the fom,s available to any person or enhty upon roQuest; and 
11 Is 
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FURTHER ORDERED. that tho camor shall file with the FCC the info1T11ahoo 
demonstrnttng that tho carriots plan meets tho applicable FCC rules and th:lt the earner 
send an ,nrormatJooal copy to the Commission. The camera shall aJso lncltJdo in their 
annual report to tho COITlm&Ssion tho number or subscribers wno raceive Lifeline and Link 
Up support. 

Dated at P ierre. South D:ikota. this JJ'd,day ot November. 1997. 

n. ..... .., ,.,., ........... ____ _,_ .. ....,..,, _ .. ______ .. __ .... .,. __ _,.,. ___ .. _ - -JJ'f';t-----
By /J/1,l.1.(a(/c/s!~ 

o.or 1r/1!:J9z 




